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Houieholders,  notifying— 10,  42,43,  63,  111,  162,  360,  363,  415,  416. 


I. 


Indian  Conunission— 16,  63,  76,  78,' 81,  90,  131,  147,  167,  181,  302,  304,  373,  376. 
Incubation  period— 65,  56,  60,  89,  101,  102,  121,  156,  169,  173,  201,  204,  250,  338,  344,  362.  364,  461. 
Inoculation— 14,  21,  53,  77,  84,  98,  130,  147,  148,  150,  163,164,  167,  181,  326,  332,  372,  533. 
Introduction  of  lepi-osyinto  Colony— 7,  8,  22,  23,  35,  40,  41,  65,  110,  111,  125,  158,  178,  273,  291,  337,  338, 
36S,  452. 

Isolation  at  home— 6,49,  62,  64,  66,  67,  73,  105,  106,  108,  109,  110,  124,  158,  176,  177,  189,205,  255,  282, 
334,  335,  362,  383,  414,  426,  433,  452,  454,  455,  458,  464,  476,  528,  532. 


K. 


Kafirs,  leprosy  among— 23,  29,  30,  31,  111,  162,  263,  204,  273,  280,  292,  394,  427 
Kali  Bay,  leprosy  at— 178,  179,  180,  185,  460,  461,  463. 
Khama's  country,  lepers  in — 133. 
Koch's  lymph— 97,  307,  441. 
Kokitad,  leper  asylum  at — 25.  | 


vii 


Laundry  arrangements— 21 ,  73,  185,  199,  21-2,  213,  257,  259,  286,  299,  30  ,  319,  387,  395, 

Lepers,  nmnber  of— 2,  5,  18,  25,  75,  78,  79,  211,  414. 

Leprosy,  increase  of— 9,  12.  13,  23,  24,  30,  51,  86,  120,  162,  330. 

Leprosy  in  the  Interior — 31,  110,  264. 

Leprosy  mentioned  in  Old  Testament — 385. 

Leprosy,  origin  of— 12,  13,  14,  23,  28,  32,  35,  40,  41,  56,  57,  78,  82,  90,  121,  131,  167,  179,  236,  330,  331 

341,  342,  397,  423,  449,  524,  629. 
Leprosy  Repression  Act— 3,  4,  5,  9,  10,  18,  19,  22,  49,  62,  64,  65,  125,  174,  183,  272,  290,  33S,  359,  397,  412 

413,  433,  451,  458,  402. 
Leprosy,  transmission  to  animals — 15,  21,  22,  76,  83,  186,  235. 

Leprosy,  wMte  and  noloured  persons  affected— 14,  16,  23,  50,  52,  65,  109,  120,  328,  413. 

Lighting  wards — 234. 

Lovedale,  lepers  at— 23,  258,  •264. 

Lunatic  lepers — 358,591. 

M. 


Magisterial  duties— 20,  313,  369,  370,  417,  465,  467,  547,  549,  580,  581,  582,  587,  594, 
Malays- 6,  10,  22,  107,  125,  141. 
Malaria— 78,  302,  378,  379,  380,  384,  385. 

Malmesbury,  leprosy  at— 13,  51,  52,  56,  59,  61,  63,  412,  413,  414. 

Married  couples  aged,  lii-ing  together— 101,  105,  108,  123,  169,  172,  203,  205,  260,  263,  284,  339,  422. 

Meat,  disturbance  about— 190,  193,  196,  225,  306,  316,  323,  324,  325,  357,  430,  442,465,  470,  500,  556,  580 

Meat,  supply  of— 216,  225,  323,  357,  542,  643,  544,  595. 

Medical  Board— 10,  51,  119. 

Medical  comforts— 226,  341,  355,  431,440,  628, 

Medical  men  notifying— 42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  63,  66,  161,  174,  360,  413,  414,  415,  417,  453. 

Medical  treatment— 18,  25,  26,  33,  97,  98,  122,  153,  171,  188,  194,  195,  196,  200,  227,  258,  307,309,318,335, 

390,  440,  441,  493,  529,  563. 
Mitylene,  leprosy  at — 377. 

N. 

Natal,  leprosy  in— 7,  110. 

Native  remedies  for  leprosy — 26,  449. 

New  Zealand,  leprosy  in— 381 ;  383. 

Night-soil— 21,  74,  114,  266,  276,  279,  285,  307,  321. 

Norway,  leprosy  in— 62,  66,  96,  104,  105  106,  161,  152,  365,  375,  379,  381,  382. 

Nurses— 200,- 220,  229,  279,  295,  298,  354,  355,  356,  394,  432,  437,  480,  490,  510,  629,  5S2,  597. 

Nursing— 200,  207,  210,  211,  233,  271,  286,  319,  354,  395,396,  395,  419,  432,  435,  517,  618,  629,  692,  697. 


o. 

Overcrowding— 215,  264,  266,  269,  276,  278,  284,  293,  297,  299,  367,  368,  371,  426,  437,  492. 


P. 

Paarl,  leprosy  at — 13,  23,  535. 

Passes— 9,  222,  268,  288,  309,  346,  351,  476,  531. 

Paupers— 255,  256,  452. 

Paying  patients— 188,  190,  199,  200,  227,  284,  352,  428,  535. 
Petition  tc  Parliament— 388,  389,  393,  493,  535. 
Petition  to  the  Queen — 9,  291. 
Police  inspection — 415,  416. 
Pondoland,  leprosy  in — 8,  29. 

Post-mortem  examinations — 94,  137,  222,  223,  224,  296.  , 
Potassium,  iodide  of,  baths — 335. 

Probationary   station  —  3,  6,  10,  16,  22,  65,  71,  74,  98,  102,  104,  123, 144,  157,  174,  205,  254,  271,  272,  333, 

342,  343,  360,  366,  412,  451,  454,  462,  508. 
Prostitutes— 80,  153,  169,  313,  349,  350,  456,  508. 

Punishment  of  lepers— 10,  11,  19,  20,  21,  74,  206,  207,  211,  262,  273,  313,  314,  316,  339,  360,  356,  369, 


R. 

Eabbits— 22,  214,  270,  281,  288, 315,  327,  396,  457,  458,  473. 

Reciprocal  legislation — 7,  22. 
Registration— 5,  103,  361. 

Removal  of  establishment  to  mainland— 66,  73,  138,  183,  281,  287,  290,  293,  458  464 
Removal  of  lepers — 6, 7,  13,  28.  >       >       >  • 

Reporting  cases  of  leprosy— 6,  12,  13,  41,  42,  43,  44,  45,  47,  63,  65,  72,  98,  111,  123,  161,  169.  178  272  282 
283,  337,339,  360,  412,  414,415,416,  464,462,  536.  ^,  u^,     ^,  isi, 

Re8taurant-471,  477,  487,  498,  499,  504,  505,  506,  508,  511,  612,  522,  573,  593,  594,  599. 
Kobben  Island,  establishment  of  leper  asylum— 39,  44. 
Rules  and  Regulations — S68,  441,  686. 
Russia,  leprosy  in— 303,  374,  376,  381. 


Saldanah  Bay,  leprosy  at— 126,  282,  447. 

Sandwich  Islands— 21,  63,  130,  236,  302,  332,  376,  3.82,  383,  384,  386  394 

Sanitary ^arrangements-11,  16,  17,  19,  20,  21,  114,  117,  262,  266,  276,  278,  279,  285,  807,  321,  322,  341, 


vm 


Scientific  work- 15,  221,  223,  224,  280,  28a,  292,  369,  401,  451,  452,  581,  586." 

Sfgregalion— 7,  9,  JG,  18,  21,  24,  25,  27,  31,  32.  40,  49.  02,  64,  67,  72,  73.  103,  104,  105.  107,  108.  146,  156. 

157,  158.  159,  174.  175.  176,  183,  188,  20o,  254,  2.50,  203,' 269,  2S2,  -IW.  ifU.  303,  333,  334,  339. 
340,  344,  381,  382,  400,  412,  413,  414,  421,  433.  Jjl,  45'J,  153.  45^,  l.ii:,  Id:',  n;::.  -iTi;,  535.  579. 
Sexual  contact— 67,  81,  99,  101,  108,  121,  123,  132,  150,  151,  152,  l.)3,  1.34,  i.'.i.  ir.'.i.  i;-.  i,S4.  '^OS,  204,  250, 

301,  309,  334,  336,  339,  383,  424,  453,  498. 
Sexual  desii'e— 100,  146,  218,  404,  476,  498, 
Siuaon's  Town,  leprosy  at— 459. 
Slaves,  leprosy  among- — 14.  35,  36,  ,17,  39,  40. 

Smuggling-— 153,  160,  310,  .328.  3+7,  350,  387,  439,  iU.  447,  47«,  484.  oOS,  .n.=)7.  563. 

SoToerKet  Hospital,  Old— 3,  4,  6,  10,  16,  39.  46,  18,  67,  7;-i,  74,  I'ly,  12:',,  126,  144,  253,  .260,  261,  271.  291, 

333,  342,  843,  608. 
Somerset,  Lord  Charles,  action  taken  by — 2-1.  85,  37,  40. 
Somerset  West,  leprosy  at — 635. 
Spontaneous  cure— 91,  92,  97,  133,  136,  167. 

Staff— 206,  207,  208,  211,  215.  219,  220,  224,  229,  259,  266,  277,  278,  279,  280,  281.  286,  287,  292.  309,  311, 

318,  345,  346,  354,  355,  356,  368,  369,  395,  400,  401,  423,  425,  446,  452,  457,  472,  641,  580. 
Statutes  of  India — 32,  35. 
Stellenboscli,  leprosy  at — 34,  329,  454,  45-). 
Sterility  of  leper.s—100,  101,  151,  203,  247,  332,  333. 
Store  on  island— 348,  477,  478,  516,  595,  .599. 

Suspects— 19,  44,  65,  68,  71,  72,  73,  111,  121,  272,  337,  361,  362,  416. 
Swellend,im,  leprosy  at. — 36,  164. 

Syphilis— 28,  47,  61,  62,  70,  75,  79.  80.  119,  127,  158,  164,  204.  234,  250.  254,  335,  374,  375,  376,  378,  385, 
4.50,455,  591. 


Telephonic  ooromunicatiou— 352,  390. 

Tembnland,  lepro.sy  in — 27. 

Tobacco— 8,  192,  324,  404,  405,  407,  429,  430. 

Transkei,  lepro.-*y  in— 2,  4,  9,  22,  24,  26,  27,  174. 

Transmission  of  lej)rosy  to  animals — 15,  21,  22,  76,  83,  186,  236. 

Transport  of  lepers— 6.  68,  69,  144,  196, 

Transvaal,  lepers  from — 7,110. 

Tree  planting— 117,  124.  209,  213.  214,  281,  287,  288,  296,  298,  315,  321,  396,  400,  401,  420,  428,  457,  464, 
473. 

Trinidad,  leprosy  in — 365. 
Tuberculin— 51,  97,  171,  307. 

Tuberculosis— 60,  58,  61,  77,  102,  116,  129,  164,  254,  301,  302,  372. 
Typhoid  fever— 113,  143,  144,  160,  243,  310.  340,  399,  410. 


V. 


Vaccination— 10,  46,  63,  82,  86,  87,  120,  121,  151,  166,  187,  188,  240,  263,  305,  372,  488,  489,  501,  502,  503, 
619,  520,  533. 

Ventilation— 17,  18,  114,  214,  267,  264,  266,  276,  276,  278,  286,  426,  442. 
Visitors,  official— 8.  260,  265,  266,  268,  273,  283,  284,  297,  541,  584,  585,  586,  595. 

Visitors  to  patients— 9,  110,  132,  146,  150,  153,  160,  189,  210,  262,  263,  268,  271,  272,  283,  287,  288,  294, 
309,  320,  340,  346,  347,  348,  349,  351,  352,  353,  354,  387,  391,  406,  421,  427,  428,  434,  438,  464, 
475,  476,  480,  494,  508,  610,  51^,536. 

Visiting  rules — 349. 

W. 

Warrant,  Governor's— 3,  19,  67,  69,  70,  103,  338. 

Wster  supply— 16,  118,  141,  142,  143,  144,  160,  209,  212,  214,  270,  293,  367,  368,  389,  400,  410,  411,  412, 
481,  482,  483,  493,  526. 


CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE 


LEPROSY  COMMIS 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


^HhUl  for  l^raentatinn  to  kt^  Imum  nf  f  arlmmei  hi  Cnnrnianli  nf  lis  t!5irfllBnri{ 

tjlf  (0nmtinr. 


1894. 


Cape  Town,  5th  February,  1894. 


PEESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray,  Chairman. 


Dr.  Dodds, 
„  Fismer, 


Dr.  Greathead, 
Herman. 


Henry  de  Smidt. 


Mr.  Henry  de  Smidt  examined. 

1 .  Chairman.']  You  are  Under  Colonial  Secretary  ? — Yes. 

2.  Can  you  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Commission  any  official  reports  Mr. 
relating  to  the  prevalence  of  leprosy  in  the  Colony  and  in  South  Africa  gen-  ' 
erally  ?--The  only  reports  we  have  are  the  reports  made  by  the  Surgeon  Sup'         ^^^>  18'J4. 
erintendeut  of  Eobben  Island  on  the  Leper  Establishment  there.    I  am  not 

aware  of  any  reports  issued  in  any  other  Colony  or  State  in  South  Africa. 

3.  Have  you  any  record  among  those  reports  shewing  the  time  that  • 
leprosy  was  first  noticed  in  this  Colony,  or  how  it  was  introduced  and  spread? 

I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  get  for  the  Commission  whatever  information  is 
contained  in  the  archives.  Mr.  Theal  makes  mention  of  lepers  in  the 
Colony  in  his  history  of  the  earlier  years  of  the  settlement. 

4.  Have  you  any  records  dealing  with  the  former  leper  settlement  near 
Caledon — the  Hemel  en  Aarde  as  it  was  called  ? — Those  records  would  be 
among  the  archives. 

5.  Is  there  any  report  concerning  that  settlement  which  would  show 
that  its  presence  there  formed  a  focus  or  nidus  from  which  there  was  a  sub- 
sequent spread  of  the  disease  ? — I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
archives  relating  to  leprosy  to  say . 

6.  Have  you  any  records  or  maps  shewing  the  various  areas  in  the 
Colony  in  which  leprosy  now  exists  ? — The  statistics  have  not  been  mapped, 
but  I  can  furnish  the  Commission  with  a  return  shewing  the  number  of 
lepers  who  have  come  from  the  different  districts  of  the  Colony. 

[G.  10- '94.]  *  B 
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Mr.  7.  Would  that  return  show  the  relative  proportion  of  the  diseased  and 

mm-!i  <ioj,nuu.    the  healthy  population  in  those  areas,  as  well  as  the  relative  proportion  of 
Feb,  .5th,  1894.    white  and  coloured  ? — That  might  easily  be  derived  from  the  census  population 
results  of  the  several  districts. 

8.  Would  the  returns  also  touch  upon  the  condition  of  the  people  afflicted 
and  their  surroundings  as  regards  climate  and  soil? — The  returns  show  the 
occupations  of  the  lepers  and  the  different  districts  would  establish  the  cli- 
matic conditions. 

9.  In  the  census  returns  could  any  source  of  error  have  obtained,  as  for 
instance,  in  regard  to  the  diagnosis  of  the  disease,  and  the  authority  upon 
which  a  person  was  pronounced  leprbus  ? — Experience  has  shewn  that  all 
census  results  dealing  with  infirmities  of  the  people  are  defective,  as  the 
tendency  is  not  only  to  represent  l^ut  to  understate  and  to  conceal,  but  in  re- 
gard to  the  leprosy  statistics  of  this  Colony,  I  may  mention  that  previous 
estimates  made  upon  information  given  by  district  surgeons  place  the  number 
of  lepers  throughout  the  Colony  at  about  600,  on  two  occasions,  and  my 
census  results  show  a  total  of  a  little  over  600,  but  with  the  later  information 
before  me  I  should  say  that  the  census  result  was  understated,  probably 
owing  to  the  difficulty  experienced  by  householders,  unaided  by  professional 
advice  in  detecting  leprosy.  My  experience  has  shewn  that  even  among 
medical  men  there  is  considerable  conflict  of  opinion  as  to  what  is  and  what 
is  not  leprosy. 

10.  Are  there  any  returns  which  would  give  information  as  to  how 
many  lepers  are  now  estimated  to  be  at  large  in  the  Colony  ? — I  am  able  to 
give  the  Commission  a  return  of  the  number  of  lepers  stated  to  be  at  large. 
We  have  endeavoured  to  remove  to  the  asylum  all  the  lepers  in  regard  to 
whom  we  had  positive  information,  but  owing  to  several  doubtful  cases  that 
were  admitted  on  Eobben  Island  and  subsequently  removed  upon  its  being 
shewn  that  they  were  non-leprous,  we  have  been  rather  careful  not  to  remove 
any  case  which  was  not  entirely  free  from  doubt.  I  have  a  return  here 
shewing  that  there  are  lepers  awaiting  removal  in  twelve  districts  only,  but 
I  shall  furnish  the  Commission  with  a  return  shewing  the  number  reported 
to  be  at  large  in  each. 

11.  How  many  lepers  are  there  now  in  durance  under  the  Segregation 
Act? — We  have  635,  that  was  on  the  26th of  January,  including  lepers  from 
the  Free  State  and  Bechuanaland. 

12.  I  presume  the  greater  number  of  these  lepers  is  from  the  Colony  ? — 
Yes,  the  greater  number. 

13.  Have  any  lepers  been  discharged  from  Eobben  Island  as  cured  ? — 
No  leper  has  been  discharged  from  Eobben  Island  as  cured. 

14.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  As  regards  the  documents  available,  there  have  been 
various  reports  from  the  district  surgeons  during  the  last  few  years ;  I 
suppose  these  could  be  placed  at  our  disposal  ? — Yes,  I  may  say  that  accom- 
panying each  leper  we  endeavour  to  get  a  statistical  return  shewing  as  far  as 
can  be  ascertained  the  origin  of  the  disease  and  whether  the  grandparents, 
parents,  brothers,  sisters,  or  other  relatives  are  afflicted. 

15.  I  believe  the  district  surgeons  were  asked  several  years  ago  their 
opinion  as  to  the  contagiousness  of  leprosy,  and  also  whether  they  had  any 
practical  suggestions  to  make  ?—  Yes.  Those  returns  are  of  course  available 
for  the  information  of  the  Commission. 

16.  Is  the  Transkei  leper  establishment  already  occupied  ? — Yes;  it 
is  occupied  by  as  many  lepers  as  it  can  admit. 

17.  Does  the  return  of  535  include  the  Transkei  ? — N"o ;  that  is  the 
number  of  Eobben  Island  lepers  only. 

18.  To  make  it  complete,  might  we  have  the  number  of  lepers  in  the 
Transkei  ? — T^he  Transkei  leper  asylum  is  under  the  administration  of  the 
Native  Affairs  department,  but  I  will  obtain  a  return  of  the  number  of  lepers 
admitted  there. 
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19.  Chairman.']  Does  it  not  tend  to  increase  the  dijfficulty  of  obtaining  Mr. 
returns  through  having  two  departments  dealing  with  the  question        think    '^''"'"^  d^SmuH. 
it  would  be  better  if  one  department  dealt  with  all  the  leper  asylums  in  the    I'eb.  oth,  1894. 
Colony. 

20.  Dr.  Dodds.]  "With  regard  to  the  procedure  under  the  present  Act, 
what  has  been  your  experience  in  reference  to  its  working  ? — In  my 
opinion  the  present  Act  does  not  afford  a  sufficient  safeguard  to  the 
individual,  inasmuch  as  it  enables  compulsory  removal  to  be  effected 
upon  only  one  medical  certificate  and  another  certificate  by  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  or  a  Field-cornet,  who  in  the  nature  of  things  knows  very 
little  about  the  matter  at  all  but  who  takes  his  cue  from  the  medical 
practitioner.  I  should  insist  upon  at  least  two  certificates.  As  a  matter  of 
administration,  we  have  in  every  case  where  there  has  been  the  slightest 
doubt  or  where  there  has  been  any  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  individual, 
secured  a  second  medical  certificate,  but  even  in  spite  of  two,  three,  four, 
five  and  six  certificates  doubtful  cases  have  arisen,  several  of  them  involving 
long  periods  of  confinement  on  Eobben  Island  of  persons  who  were  not  lepers 
at  all.  The  Act  also  makes  no  mention  of  those  who  are  left  at  home  ; 
possibly  the  bread  winner  is  removed  to  the  asylum  by  the  Government,  but 
in  all  such  cases  inquiry  has  been  made,  and  we  have  endeavoured  to  make 
some  provision  for  the  support  of  those  who  are  left  at  hoir  e  unprovided  for. 

21.  Could  a  return  of  the  doubtful  cases  be  given  us  ? — Quite  easily. 

22.  Dr.  Herman.']  With  regard  to  the  certifi^jate,  is  there  no  authority 
to  supervise  it  before  a  man  is  committed  to  Eobben  Island  ;  is  there  no 
period  of  probation  ? — The  practice  is  this  :  the  leper  is  examined  by  a 
medical  practitioner,  who  fills  up  a  form  of  certificate  as  provided  by  the  Act 

to  this  effect — "  I  certify  that   is  a  leper,  and  that  the  fact  that  he  is  at 

large  is  likely  to  spread  the  disease."  IJpon  that  positive  statement  the 
leper  is  removed.  In  some  cases  the  medical  practitioner  has  said  that  the 
individual  was  a  leper,  but  the  fact  that  he  was  at  large  was  not  likely  to 
spread  the  disease,  and  under  such  a  certificate  we  have  not  removed  the 
leper.  These  certificates,  when  they  cometo  the  Colonial  office  are  accom- 
panied by  a  statement  shewing  among  other  things  whether  the  individual 
was  willing  to  go,  and  if  unwilling,  the  ground  of  his  unwillingness.  If 
the  individual  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  whether  he  was  a  leper  or  not,  a 
second  certificate  was  in  every  case  obtained,  and  when  all  doubt  was  solved, 
the  paper  was  submitted  to  the  Governor  in  Council,  and  a  warrant  for  the 
removal  of  the  leper  issued,  after  the  minute  to  the  Governor  had  been 
circulated  among  Ministers.  The  leper  was  then  removed  to  the  Old 
Somerset  Hospital,  where  he  was  examined  by  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  that 
institution,  who  was  instructed  to  see  that  none  but  leprous  persons  were 
sent  to  the  island.  Upon  arrival  at  the  island,  or  as  soon  as  possible 
thereafter,  the  medical  officers  of  the  establishment  examined  the  leper,  who 
was  practically  placed  under  observation  for  about  a  month, 

23.  I  take  it  therefore  that  the  Act  does  not  prescribe  a  period  of 
probation  or  residence  in  isolation,  but  in  practice  that  has  been  in  force  in 
all  cases  ? — Yes. 

24.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  there  have  been  cases  where  persons  who  had 
not  got  leprosy  at  all  were  incarcerated  on  the  island  ? — I  have  already  said 
so  in  my  evidence,  and  promised  a  return  of  doubtful  cases. 

25.  Are  there  any  doubtful  cases  on  the  island  at  present  ? — Kone  at 
present ;  we  have  removed  them  all. 

26.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Even  in  the  doubtful  cases,  the  patients  were  not 
doubtful  of  it  themselves,  were  they  ?—  No. 

27.  In  all  doubtful  cases  you  have  got  a  second  or  third  certificate, 
and  there  are  no  cases  where  the  patient  has  denied  that  he  has  got  leprosy  ? 
— No, 

28.  The  doubt  was  rather  a  medical  one  was  it  not  ? — Yes;  the  diagnosis.  I 
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Tji-  might  meEtion  that  upon  a  doub'ful  case  bring  rep^^rted  from  Robben  Island, 

jreniij  r^!:rjnu.  Surgeoii  Superintendent  was  asked  t')  state  the  disease  from  which  the 

Yoi'.  otij,  i-n.  person  w;is  suffering,  and  if  both  the  medical  men  on  the  island  were  of 
the  same  opinion  tbaf  the  individual  was  not  leprous,  his  removal  was 
instantly  authorized  here,  by  the  command  of  the  Governor  in  Council 
in  every  case. 

29.  Di\  Fismer.~\  Is  the  decision  left  simply  to  the  medical  authorities  on 
the  island,  before  an  individual  is  discharged  ? — In  one  case  we  took  the  further 
precaution  of  securing  a  third  certificate  from  Dr.  Cox  of  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital.  The  patients  pass  through  theOld  Somerset  Hospital  to  theislandand 
also  from  the  island.  The  case  I  refer  to  was  one  sent  from  the  Free  State  and 
reported  on  at  once  by  Dr.  Impey  as  a  non -leprous  case  ;  we  took  the  precaution 
at  the  instance  of  the  Free  State  government,  of  asking  Dr.  Cox  to  give  a 
certificate,  and  he  gave  an  unqualified  certificate  that  it  was  not  a  case  of  leprosy. 

30.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Had  this  case  passed  through  Dr.  Cox's  hands? — I 
believe  so. 

31.  Then  he,  certified  twice  ? — I  think  in  this  case  the  train  was  timed  to 
nrrive  just  about  the  time  that  the  vessel  left  for  the  island,  and  Dr.  Cox 
had  no  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  individual. 

32.  Dr.  Herman.~\  Are  you  of  opinion  that  there  is  practically  sufficient 
safeguard  to  exclude  doubtful  cases  ? — I  have  very  grave  doubts  indeed,  and 
I  confess  that  my  doubts  arise  from  the  fact  that  the  medical  examination 
and  diagnosis  seem  to  be  so  uncertain.  1  might  mention  an  instance  where 
two  medical  men  reported  that  a  case  was  non-leprous.  This  was  before  the 
Act  came  into  operation.  The  Medical  Board  were  sent  to  solve  some  doubts 
that  existed  in  the  minds  of  the  officers  at  Robben  Island,  and  they  reported 
that  the  case  was  leprosy.  Dr.  Impey  differed  in  opinion  from  the  Medical 
Board  ;  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  case  was  non-leprous,  but  upon  the  con- 
sensus of  opinion  of  the  Medical  Board,  the  leper  remained  on  the  island, 
and  it  was  only  when  we  requested  Dr.  Impey,  after  the  Act  came  into  force, 
to  re-examine  and  report  upon  the  case,  that  he  repeated  his  previous  opinion, 
which  was  ultimately  confirmed,  and  the  individual  has  since  been  removed 
from  the  island. 

33.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Confirmed  by  whom  ? — By  the  late  Dr.  Fisk  and  Dr.  Cox 

34.  Chairman.']  In  conjunction  with  Dr.  Impey  ? — Dr.  Impey  had  stead- 
fastly maintained  his  opinion  all  through. 

35.  Dr.  Herman.']  Can  we  have  the  reports  of  that  case  ?— Yes.  I  f^hould 
like,  however,  to  make  the  reservation  that  it  should  be  only  for  the  iii form- 
ation of  the  Commission  and  not  necessarily  for  publication. 

36.  Dr.  Fismer.]  Have  not  the  medical  men  who  gave  certificates  in  the 
first  instance  been  consulted  afterwards  ? — IVe  have  in  every  case  com- 
municated with  them. 

37.  Dr.  Dodds.]  In  these  doubtful  cases,  is  the  benefit  given  to  the 
supposed  leper  ? — Yes,  distinctly.  The  formalities  for  discharge  are  expedited. 
I  generally  get  the  approval  of  the  Governor  in  anticipation  of  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Council. 

38.  Dr.  Herman.]  What  is  the  procedure  at  the  other  leprosy  institutions 
in  the  Colony  ? — The  only  other  institution  is  in  the  Transkei.  So  far  as  I 
am  aware,  the  Leprosy  Act  has  been  proclaimed  in  force  in  the  Transkei,  and 
the  procedure  there  should  be  on  the  same  lines  as  here. 

39.  That  is  not  under  your  administration,  I  understand  ? — No. 

40.  What  percentage  of  doubtful  cases  occur  in  the  course  of  a  year,  or 
what  percentage  would  the  doubtful  cases  bear  in  proportion  to  the  total 
number  of  cases  of  leprosy  ? — I  shall  supply  this  information  with  the  other 
returns  in  due  course. 

41.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Will  you  show  in  your  return  tlie  number  of  lepers 
sent  to  Robben  Island  ? — We  can  give  a  very  complete  return  of  the  admis- 
sions from  the  earliest  dates,  beginning  I  think  in  1846,  when  the  first  leper 
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was  admitted,  the  duration  of  each  case  before  discharge  or  death,  the  age  on  ^  ^  Mr 
admission,  the  occupation,  and  other  statistical  information.  ""^  L 

42.  Have  the  registers  from  that  date  been  carefully  kept? — I  am  afraid  ^^b.  5th, 
they  were  not  very  carefully  kept  in  the  older  years. 

43.  Say  for  the  last  ten  years?— Yes,  certainly  for  the  last  ten  years. 

44.  What  becomes  of  the  children  of  lepers  born  on  the  island  ? — 
Arrangements  are  in  progress  for  accoramodating  them  in  a  separate  build- 
ing, but  at  present  they  are  allowed  to  be  with  their  parents. 

45.  Dr.  Herman.']  I  suppose  the  census  returns  giving  the  total  number 
of  lepers  in  the  C'olony  are  simply  approximate ;  do  you  rely  upou  the  state- 
ment of  the  patient  himself  ? — The  head  of  the  household. 

46.  Can  you  rely  upon  the  returns  that  have  been  made  as  to  the  actual 
number  of  lepers  at  present  in  the  Colony  ? — -We  get  from  each  magistrate, 
quarterly,  a  return  of  lepers  known  to  be  at  large. 

47.  Can  you  rely  upon  that,  or  is  it  simply  the  statement  of  the  magis- 
trate ?— It  is  not  the  result  of  enumeration  of  the  people,  but  the  result  of 
enquiries  made  through  the  district  surgeons  and  field-cornets. 

48.  How  far  can  that  be  assumed  to  be  accurate :  take  a  district  like 
the  Cape  division  for  example  ? — The  returns  are  only  approximate. 

19.  Can  you  suggest  any  method  by  which  some  more  definite  return 
could  be  obtained  ? — Only  by  altering  or  amending  the  Act.  I  should  make 
it  compulsory  upon  the  head  of  every  household  to  report  every  case  of 
leprosy  known  to  exist  within  that  household.  At  present  it  is  only  incum- 
bent upon  the  district  surgeons  and  field-cornets  to  make  reports  of  cases 
coming  within  their  knowledge.  Medical  practitioners  might  also  be  required 
to  report  cases,  although  that  might  be  objected  to  on  acc  >unt  of  its  being 
too  inquisitorial. 

50.  Might  it  not  be  objected  to  as  it  would  tend  to  keep  patients  away 
from  the  doctor  ? — Yes,  that  is  so.  What  I  wish  to  point  out  is  that  the 
words  "  medical  officer  "  used  in  the  Act  are  rather  vague.  It  is  not  quite 
clear  whether  Government  medical  officers  simply  are  meant,  or  medical  men 
generally. 

51.  Would  you  attach  any  penalty  to  a  person  not  registering  the 
existence  of  leprosy  in  his  family  or  household.  I  take  it  that  you  regard 
it  as  an  important  matter  to  ascertain  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  leprosy  ? — I 
think  that  it  would  be  practically  inoperative  if  it  were  not  made  penal. 

52.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  do  you  find  at  present  that  many  cases  of  leprosy 
are  concealed,  or  that  when  you  have  once  gained  a  knowledge  of  them,  they 
are  spirited  away  and  disappear  ? — 1  have  a  return  here  shewing  that  since 
the  taking  effect  of  the  Leprosy  Eepression  Act  on  the  17th  of  May,  18'J2, 
we  have  dealt  by  warrant  with  483  lepers.  Of  these,  18  have  died  in  the 
interval  between  the  issue  of  the  warrant  and  the  necessary  formalities!,  and  1 4  are 
reported  to  have  left  the  district.  These  cases  may  have  reappeared  in  other 
districts,  but  at  all  events  we  lost  trace  of  them,  and  we  have  put  the  police 
on  their  track  without  avail.  Three  cases  are  now  under  observation  in  the 
districts,  subject  to  the  periodical  visit  of  the  district  surgeon.  Three,  after 
the  warrant  was  issued,  and  before  removal,  were  discovered  to  be  non-leprous, 
and  48  are  awaiting  removal. 

53.  Do  you  find  jnuch  tendency  on  the  part  of  relations  and  friends  to 
prevent  the  operation  of  the  Act  ? — Speaking  generally  I  should  say  not  ; 
although  they  do  not  disclose  the  truth  to  their  relatives,  they  seem  to  be 
relieved  when  a  leper  is  removed  out  of  the  household.  I  know  one  pro- 
nounced case  on  the  island  where  an  unfortunate  man,  a  European,  complains 
of  having  been  neglected  by  his  relatives  and  friends. 

64.  With  regard  to  the  14  cases  you  referred  to  as  having  disappeared  : 
are  they  roaniing  about  by  themselves,  or  are  they  being  harboured  by  friends 
and  relatives  ?— T  caii  account  for  one  of  those  cases  reported  to  have  left  the 
district.  The  leper  escaped  into  the  Transvaal  and  went  to  Johannesburg, 
where  I  subsequently  found  he  had  died  not  long  after. 
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Henrt^v' -I  ■  ^^'^^^^^^'^•]  HavG  jou  formed  any  opinion  as  to  what  should 

emtj      iM  .    1^^^  ^QXiQ  with  the  richer  class  of  lepers ;  should  they  be  allowed  to  remain  at 

Feb.  5th,  1894.  their  homes  under  any  circumstances  whatever  ? — I  should  allow  lepers  tore- 
main  on  their  farms  or  on  the  mainland  only  under  the  most  stringent  safe- 
guards. 

56.  Do  you  think  arrangements  could  be  made  ? — They  could  be  made, 
but  it  would  be  very  expensive,  and  not  within  the  means  of  even  the  well- 
to-do.  I  remember  one  case  where  we  offered  to  allow  a  well-to-do  European 
leper  to  establish  an  asylum  upo'i  his  farm.  The  correspondence  extended 
over  some  months,  and  eventually  the  unfortunate  man  elected  to  go  to 
Robben  Island,  as  he  found  that  the  cost  of  segregation  on  his  own  farm  was 
beyond  his  means. 

57.  Has  any  special  effort  been  made  to  seek  out  such  cases  among 
better  class  families  ? — jN'o  special  effort  beyond  the  instructions  repeatedly 
given  to  magistrates  to  report  every  case  and  to  take  action  under  the  Act 
in  respect  to  every  case  discovered. 

58.  Has  any  objection  ever  been  made  by  district  sui'geons  to  expose 
such  cases  ? — None  at  all  to  my  knowledge. 

59.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  many  persons  asked  to  be  allowed  to  live  at 
home  under  certain  restrictions  and  supervision  ? — know  of  only  five  cases 
including  the  one  that  was  subsequently  removed  to  Robben  Island. 

60.  Could  you  furnish  us  with  a  note  of  the  restrictions  that  were  to  be 
imposed  or  the  conditions  on  which  residence  at  home  could  be  allowed  ? — 
Yes.  The  correspondence  with  a  leper  now  on  the  island  would  show  what 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  were.  I  might  mention  that  when  a  Malay 
female  leper  was  removed  and  placed  in  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  under 
observation,  a  movement  was  set  on  foot  by  the  more  influential  Malays  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Malay  leper  asylum  on  the  Cape  Flats.  Some  repre- 
sentative Malays  interviewed  me,  and  I  informed  them  what  the  probable 
cost  would  be,  but  although  they  expressed  a  decided  objection  to  their 
co-religionists  being  removed  to  Eobben  Island,  and  had  a  distinct  preference 
for  a  Malay  asylum  on  the  mainland  where  patients  could  be  fed  and  looked 
after  according  to  their  "rites,"  they  said  the  cost  appeared  to  be  an  insu- 
perable bar,  and  since  then  the  Malays  have  submitted  to  removal  to  Eobben 
Island  without  any  opposition. 

61.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  a  leper  asylum? — It  is 
simply  a  half-way  house  for  patients  going  to  and  coming  from  Robben 
Island.    We  must  have  such  a  place. 

62.  Is  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  an  institution  admitting  a  large  mi'ii- 
ber  of  persons  ? — There  are  male  and  female  lunatics  there,  and  male  and 
female  chronic  sick, 

63.  Are  there  any  lepers  there  ? — Not  permanently. 

64.  How  many  lepers  are  there  there  ? — At  the  present  time  not  one. 

65.  Are  they  brought  into  contact  with  the  other  residents  ? — No.  There 
is  separate  accommodation  for  lepers  within  the  institution. 

66.  Are  they  completely  isolated  ? — The  instructions  are  that  they  are 
to  be  completely  isolated. 

67.  I  take  it  that  there  are  separate  wards  and  separate  kitchens  and 
washhouses  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  ? — I  doubt  whether  there  is  a 
separate  kitchen.  I  do  not  think  go,  but  I  should  prefer  that  information 
be  elicited  from  Dr.  Cox. 

68.  Is  it  contemplated  to  establish  any  other  leper  institutions  in  the 
Colony  ?~No. 

69.  Is  there  any  practical  difficulty  in  removing  lepers  from  the  Eastern 
Province  to  Cape  Town  ? — None. 

70.  "What  method  is  adopted? — We  have  separate  railway  carriages 
specially  fitted  up  for  lepers,  and  these  carriages  are  sent  to  any  station  from 
which  a  leper  is  required  to  be  removed.    I  may  mention  that  the  inhabitants 
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themselves  seem  to  have  become  alive  to  the  danger  of  contact  with  lepers,  Mr. 

in  one  or  two  cases  to  rather  a  ludicrous  extent.    In  endeavouring  to  remove    Sennj  dc^smuu. 
a  case  from  Malmesbury  for  instance,  we  were  compelled  to  hire  two   Feb.  5th,  i894. 
vehicles,  one  attached  to  the  other.    In  one  the  leper  was  placed  and  in 
the  other  the  attendants.    I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  typical  of  the 
districts,  but  I  know  that  the  Steamship  Companies  have  refused  to  remove 
lepers  by  sea,  which  increases  the  difficulty  of  administration. 

71.  Chairman.~\  Does  it  appear  that  people  regard  the  disease  with  such 
alarm  as  to  put  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  hiring  out  vehicles  or  offering 
their  personal  services  if  required  ? — I  know  that  before  the  Act  came  into 
operation,  lepers  were  forced  to  remove  from  one  district  to  another,  and 
were  not  allowed  even  to  reside  in  temporary  huts  on  the  commonage,  and 
we  were  compelled  to  send  them  to  the  asylum  to  prevent  them  from  perish- 
ing through  cold  and  exposure. 

72.  Do  you  gather  from  this  that  people  are  waking  up  to  the  necessity 
for  segregation  ? — Distinctly  so,  to  a  large  extent 

73.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  proportion  of  cases  would  come  from  the  fron- 
tier and  places  far  distant  ? — In  consequence  of  the  difficulties  attending  the 
removal  of  natives  from  their  surroundings,  we  left  the  lepers  from  King 
William's  Town,  Herschel,  and  other  large  native  reserves,  to  be  removed  to 
the  asylum  in  the  Transkei,  but  I  am  afraid  that  the  accommodation  there  is  not 
sufficient,  and  we  are  now  gradually  removing  these  natives  to  Eobben  Island, 
so  that  it  may  be  found  in  consequence  of  this,  that  we  have  not  removed  so 
many  lepers  from  the  Eastern  Province  as  from  the  Western. 

74.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  To  your  knowledge  have  any  cases  of  leprosy  been 
introduced  from  other  countries  by  sea  ?—  There  is  of  course  nothing  to  pre- 
vent such  introduction,  but  no  case  occurs  to  me  except  one,  and  that  is  the 
case  of  an  Indian  woman  who  was  found  to  have  come  from  Natal.  She  was 
placed  on  Eobben  Island,  but  her  husband  got  the  consent  of  the  Government 
to  remove  her  back  to  his  home  by  sea. 

75.  Is  any  effort  made  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  leprosy  through 
any  of  the  ports  ? — There  appears  to  be  no  law  to  prevent  it.    I  may  mention 

.that  in  inspecting  the  coolie  ships  coming  from  Demarara,  and  going  home 
to  Calcutta,  I  have  found  on  nearly  every  inspection  that  lepers  are  allowed 
to  mix  with  the  other  coolies,  without  any  attempt  at  isolation.  I  tak§  it 
that  if  these  lepers  were  to  come  ashore  in  Table  Bay  or  any  other  port,  we 
should  not  be  aware  of  the  fact. 

76.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Would  ship  surgeons  declare  a  case  of  leprosy  on 
board  ? — I  should  think  they  would  in  the  case  of  coolie  ships.  The  surgeon 
of  the  ship  I  alluded  to  did  not  report  the  fact.  I  discovered  it  in  going  my 
rounds,  and  saw  the  coolies.  I  communicated  with  the  Indian  Government 
on  the  matter,  but  I  have  not  heard  what  their  action  has  been. 

77.  Is  there  an  agreement  with  Bechuanaland  to  take  their  lepers  ? — Yes. 

78.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  we  any  power  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  lepers 
say  from  Natal,  the  Transvaal,  or  Basutoland,  countries  we  have  not  agree- 
ments with  ? — We  have  an  agreement  with  Basutoland,  but  there  is  no  means 
of  stopping  the  entrance  of  lepers  from  Natal  or  the  Transvaal. 

79.  Do  you  think  that  some  such  agreement  would  be  advisable 
with  all  countries  in  South  Africa,  or  some  repressive  legislation  in  order  to 
prevent  the  entrance  of  lepers  into  this  country  ? — I  may'  mention  that  the 
tendency  would  be  for  lepers  from  this  Colony  to  go  to  the  other  States  rather 
than  for  lepers  from  elsewhere  to  come  here,  since  we  have  repressive  legisla- 
tion, and  they  have  not.  I  would  also  mention  that  this  Government  is  in 
communication  with  the  Governments  of  Natal  and  the  Transvaal,  with  a  view  ^ 
to  their  co-operating  with  us  in  putting  an  end  to  leprosy. 

80.  Would  such  combination  be  very  much  to  our  advantage  ?— 
Decidedly. 


Mr.  81.  Are  there  any  other  some  s  of  danger  outside  the  Colony  beyond 

Henry  dejmirit.    ^j^^gg       ^^^^  mentioned  ?— No,  i  .  iiink  not. 

Feb.  5th,  1894.  82.  HavG  there  been  any  cases  of  leprosy  in  Pondoland  ? — I  have  not 

had  any  reports  from  Pondoland. 

83.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Is  there  any  information  as  to  cases  in  Basutoland  or 
Bechuanaland  ? — I  believe  the  Government  of  Basutoland  complained  that 
there  was  a  very  large  number  of  lepers  there,  possibly  having  escaped  from 
the  Free  State. 

84.  In  considering  the  question  of  accommodation,  not  only  has  this 
Colony  to  be  considered,  but  Bechuanaland  and  Basutoland  also  ? — Yes. 

85.  Dr.  Herman.']  The  relative  number  of  cases  to  the  population  and  the 
id cidence  of  the  disease  on  certain  classes  would  have  to  be  obtained  from 
certain  tables  and  maps  would  they  not  ? — We  have  given  instructions  to  the 
Surgeon  Superintendent  on  Eobben  Island  to  prepare  cards  for  each  leper, 
these  cards  containing  as  much  information  as  can  be  obtained,  and  then  by 
means  of  these  cards  we  hope  to  be  able  to  get  information  not  only  singly 
but  in  any  combination  the  Commission  may  desire. 

86.  I  suppose  that  in  the  administration  of  the  Act,  patients  make  a 
good  many  complaints  as  to  the  hardships  of  their  lot  and  other  matters  ;  are 
there  any  special  complaints  that  require  inv^estigation  ? — At  first  the  lepers 
complained  of  the  treatment  and  of  the  food  being  badly  cooked  ;  also  as  to 
the  insufiiciency  of  the  food,  that  they  did  not  get  enough  tobacco,  and  that 
their  indulgencies  were  sometimes  stopped  unduly,  but  for  sometime  past  the 
only  complaint  practically  has  been  that  they  are  away  from  their  homes,  and 
that  they  would  like  either  to  go  back  to  the  mainland  or  to  be  allowed 
occasionally  to  visit  their  homes. 

87.  What  steps  are  adopted  to  investigate  these  complaints  or  give 
proper  effect  to  them  ? — To  the  latter  complaint  there  can  only  be  one  answer, 
which  is,  that  as  long  as  the  law  remains  as  it  is,  they  cannot  be  removed 
from  the  island. 

88.  With  regard  to  food,  accommodation,  and  so  on,  is  there  any  Board 
or  Inspector  to  deal  with  complaints  ? — The  Leper  Asylum  is  visited  at  un- 
certain intervals  by  ofiicially  appointed  inspectors. 

89.  How  many  inspectors  are  there  ?— About  eight  or  nine. 

90.  Do  they  visit  at  uncertain  times  ? — Yes. 

91.  And  do  they  visit  together  ? — No.  Dr.  Waterston  sometimes  visits 
alone  and  so  does  Mr.  Eutherfoord. 

92.  Does  the  present  system  meet  with  your  approval  ?  —The  visitors 
themselves  Stem  to  prefer  to  be  allowed  their  own  time  to  go.  They  visit 
the  lunatic  asylum  at  the  same  time. 

93.  Do  you  consider  they  are  persons  competent  to  report  ? — Yes.  The 
late  Dr.  Fisk  was  one  of  the  inspectors,  and  Dr.  Eoux.  There  are  three 
medical  gentlemen  and  four  laymen. 

94.  Do  they  report  independently  or  as  a  Board  ? — If  they  visit  toge- 
ther, they  report  collectively,  but  otherwise  they  report  singly.  Any  com- 
plaints are  referred  to  the  Surgeon  Superintendent  for  his  information.  I 
may  mention  that  I  have  frequently  visited  the  island  at  uncertain  times, 
and  on  one  occasion  I  spent  some  days  there. 

95.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Do  the  official  visitors  feel  bound  to  decide  whether  a 
case  is  leprosy  or  not,  or  does  their  visit  relate  rather  to  the  general  admin- 
istration ? — To  the  general  administration,  complaints  and  so  on. 

96.  Dr.  Herman.']  I  gather  that  the  body  to  whom  appeal  can  be  made 
and  by  whom  complaints  can  be  investigated  is  somewhat  irregularly  com- 
posed, consisting  of  professional  men  and  laymen,  and  also  that  they  report 
somewhat  irregularly  to  the  head  of  the  establishment.  Is  that  so  ? — I  can- 
not agree  that  these  gentlemen  have  been  irregularly  appointed  or  that  they 
have  done  their  duty  irregularly. 

97.  There  is  nothing  under  the  Act  requiring  such  appointment,  is  there  ? 
—No. 


98.  Then  you  have  no  authority  for  the  appointment,  have  you  ? — I  am  ^^^^^^  '^'smm 
afraid  the  Government  does  a  great  deal  that  it  has  no  absolute  authority  — 

for.  I  may  say  that  these  unfortunate  people  have  a  further  safeguard  as 
their  friends  and  relatives  are  allowed  to  visit  them  practically  when  they 
please,  and  along  our  lines  of  railway,  as  well  as  the  lines  not  under  the 
Government  control,  those  of  them  who  are  unable  to  pay,  receive  free  passes, 
and  those  who  can  pay  have  the  advantage  of  half  fares.  Parcels  and  letters 
intended  for  the  lepers  go  entirely  free,  and  there .  is  absolute  freedom  of 
intercourse  between  the  lepers  and  their  friends,  so  much  so,  that  on  several 
occasions  a  particular  leper  was  able  to  get  a  petition  to  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen  forwarded  through  a  private  source, 

99.  Would  you  suggest  the  appointment  of  a  Eoard  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  complaints  and  investigating  them,  somewhat  in  the  nature  of  the 
Board  of  Lunacy  Inspectors  ? — No.  I  may  mention  that  I  have  on  my  table  at 
the  present  moment  a  complaint  addressed  to  the  Queen  by  a  leper  on  Eobben 
Island  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  Leper  Act,  The  lepers  watch  the 
proceedings  of  Parliament  and  the  Government  most  narrowly,  and  they 
complained  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  that  the  Government  had  unduly 
postponed  the  appointment  of  the  Commission  before  which  I  am  now  giving 
evidence. 

100.  Chairman.']  "With  reference  to  the  whole  question  of  segregation 
and  its  restrictions,  you  are  aware  that  there  is  a  great  difference  of  opinion 
still  as  to  the  communicability  of  the  disease,  and  as  to  various  conditions  which 
influence  its  spread.  I  presume  that  all  the  opinions  on  the  question  of 
segregation  would  be  largely  modified  by  what  practical  experience  can  show 
as  to  the  necessity  for  it  ? — I  am  aware  that  there  is  a  great  conflict  of 
opinion  among  scientific  men  on  the  matter.  For  my  own  part,  I  take  a 
layman's  view  of  the  case.  I  see  leprosy  spreading  in  this  country,  and  I 
ask  what  is  the  cause  of  that  spreading.  I  know  there  is  enormous  mortality 
among  the  unfortunate  victims  of  this  disease,  and  I  know  that  mortality  will 
never  stamp  out  the  disease.  There  must  therefore  be  some  agency  to 
account  for  the  spread  in  spite  of  this  enormous  mortality.  I  say  to  myself 
that  it  is  a  loathsome  disease,  and  it  is  loathed  by  the  people  themselves,  and 
the  only  way  to  stamp  it  out  is  by  segregation  and  isolation.  I  would  strongly 
advise  the  continuance  of  this  method  because  of  the  comparatively  small 
number  of  lepers  in  this  country.  At  present  the  disease  is  governable,  but 
it  might  become  ungovernable  if  we  do  not  continue  drastic  and  repressive 
measures. 

101.  Dr.  Greathead.']  You  say  that  leprosy  is  greatly  increasing;  do 
not  you  think  that  the  extra  trouble  that  has  been  taken  lately  to  find  out 
Cases  may  account  for  the  increase  in  a  large  measure  ? — When  I  say  it  is 
increasing,  I  merely  repeat  the  preamble  of  the  Leprosy  Eepression  Act ;  I 
need  not  go  further  than  that.  Parliament  is  responsible  for  having  said 
that  leprosy  is  increasing. 

102.  Br.  Herman.']  If  you  started  say  four  years  ago  with  so  many 
cases,  you  ought  to  have  a  smaller  number  of  cases  if  other  cases  were  not 
occurring.  What  number  of  cases  existed  when  you  first  took  the  matter 
in  hand,  and  what  exists  to-day,  or  what  should  exist  to-day.  You  have  say 
500  or  600  cases,  what  is  the  percentage  of  mortality  in  regard  to  those  ? 
— Last  year  the  percentage  was  over  20  per  cent. 

103.  Has  that  been  so  each  year? — No,  the  previous  year  it  was  17  per 
cent.    I  speak  from  memory. 

104.  What  provision  is  being  made  for  the  hospital  accommodation  of 
lepers?— I  should  prefer  Dr.  Impey  giving  evidence  on  that  point.  One 
pavilion  was  specially  set  apart  in  the  male  asylum  for  hospital  accommoda- 
tion. 

10").  T  imdorstand  that  you  only  contemplate  providing  accommodation 
at  Eobben  Island  and  in  the  Transkei  ? — Yes. 
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106.  Dc  you  contemplate  shutting  up  the  establishment  in  the  Old 
Somerset  Hospital  ? — The  Old  Somerset  Hospital  will  always  have  to  remain 
as  a  half-way  house.  The  boat  goes  over  to  the  island  three  times  a  week 
and  the  arrival  of  lepers  in  Cape  Town  does  not  always  fit  in. 

107.  I  gathered  from  your  evidence  that  at  present  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital  is  used  as  a  leper  establishment  for  cases  under  probation  ?  — For 
cases  passing  through :  they  are  examined  by  the  medical  officer  there. 

108.  There  was  a  Malay  woman  removed  to  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital; 
how  long  was  she  kept  there  ? — She  was  kept  there  some  time  pending 
negotiations  with  the  Malays,  wjio  were  anxious  to  establish  an  asylum  on  the 
mainland.  They  begged  us  to  keep  her  there  for  a  time  till  they  could  make 
provision  by  buying  a  house  and  establishing  an  asylum. 

109.  Dr.  I)odds.~\  Was  that  a  very  exceptional  case  ? — Quite  excep- 
tional. 

110.  Dr.  Herman.~]  When  a  leper  is  once  incarcerated  in  the  leper 
institution,  is  he  permitted  to  return  to  the  mainland? — Xo. 

111.  Have  not  certain  lepers  been  discharged  ? — Only  those  who  were 
discovered  to  be  non-leprous. 

112.  Have  not  certain  lepers  been  discharged  ? — One  doubtful  case  only. 
After  it  had  been  examined  by  several  medical  men,  a  certificate  was  granted 
stating  that  while  the  person  was  a  leper,  the  fact  of  his  being  at  large  would 
not  be  likely  to  spread  the  disease.  Doubts  were  also  expressed  by  some  of 
the  medical  men  who  examined  the  case  as  to  whether  it  was  leprosy  or  not. 
The  papers  relating  to  that  case  can  also  be  supplied  to  the  Commission  if 
desired. 

1]  3.  Chairman.^  In  all  cases  where  a  leper  is  sent  from  his  home  to 
Eobben  Island,  he  is  only  detained  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital,  is  he  not,  as  a 
sort  of  half 'way  house,  not  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis  ? — He  is  examined  by  the 
medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  institution. 

11  1.  Is  it  his  duty  to  raise  the  question  as  to  whether  the  patient  is  a 
leper  or  not  ? — Cases  have  arisen  where  a  leper  has  not  gone  beyond  the  Old 
Somerset  Hospital,  but  has  been  released  from  there. 

115.  Dr.  Herman.']  Are  lepers  incarcerated  in  gaols  up  country  at  all  ? — 
Ko  ;  there  is  a  distinct  prohibition,  whether  they  are  criminals  or  not.  A 
removal  takes  place  direct  to  Eobben  Island,  where  there  are  some  criminal 
lepers. 

116.  Dr.  Fismer.~\  Are  the  criminal  lepers  separated  on  the  island  from 
the  others  ? — As  far  as  possible.    Some  are  punished  on  the  island. 

117.  Dr.  Herman.  \  I  understand  that  the  old  Medical  Board  carried  on 
a  series  of  investigations  with  regard  to  the  occurrence  of  leprosy  in  this 
country  ;  are  there  any  documents  in  the  possession  of  the  Colonial  Office 
bearing  on  the  subject  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any,  but  I  will  have  a  search 
made  among  the  archives. 

118.  Dr.  Dodds.~]  Has  vaccination  ever  been  mentioned  as  a  cause  of 
leprosy  ? — Dr.  Iinpey  in  one  of  his  reports  mentions  a  case  that  came  under 
his  observation  on  Eobben  Island.  That  is  the  only  one  that  I  remembei, 
1  think  it  was  in  his  report  for  18r;2. 

1 1 9.  Dr.  Herman.^  In  what  resjJect  do  you  think  the  present  Act  can 
be  amended  so  as  to  give  it  more  force  and  effect  ? — I  have  already  mentioned 
that  I  think  there  ought  to  be  a  double  medical  certificate  instead  of  one  and 
further  that  householders  should  be  compelled  to  disclose  the  existence  of 
leprosy.  I  would  also  propose  some  provision  for  making  regulations  so  as  to 
punish  refractory  lepers.  It  is  rather  a  hard  thing  perhaps  for  me  to  say,  but 
want  of  such  provision  increases  the  difficulty  of  administration  on  Eobben 
Island.  At  present  we  are  absolutely  without  any  such  provision,  except  the 
ordinary  law  of  the  country. 

120.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Is  not  that  sufficient  ?— No. 

121.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  is  there  that  could  not  be  dealt  with  by  the 
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ordinary  law  ? — It  is  held  by  the  magistrate  on  the  island  that  as  these  men  Mr. 
are  under  the  Governor's  warrant,  the  asylum  is  a  privileged  place,  and  the     ""^'J  _^ 
Police  Offences  Act  does  not  apply  to  it.    If  for  instance,  lepers  are  brought         ^t^-  i894. 
up  for  polluting  the  water,  throwing  filth  about,  or  committing  any  other 
nuisance,  they  cannot  be  punished.    The  result  is  the  place  cannot  be  kept 
cleac,  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  are  interfered  with.    It  may  seem  a 
small  matter  but  it  has  been  represented  by  Dr.  Impey  as  of  great  importance. 

122.  Do  you  think  that  two  medical  certificates  would  be  sufficient 
safeguard,  or  would  you  have  anybody  to  supervise  the  certificates  or  examine 
a  leper  again  before  finally  sending  him  to  Eobben  Island  ? — If  there  were 
two  certificates  before  the  case  could  be  dealt  with  at  all,  and  then  the 
certificate  of  the  surgeon  of  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital,  makiog  three,  and 
then  two  certificates  of  medical  men  on  the  island  (I  should  like  to  see  three 
medical  men  there),  that  would  make  five  opinions,  which  ought  to  be 
sufficient. 

123.  Dr.  JDodds.]  Would  you  have  also  a  right  of  appeal  if  the  patients 
are  not  satisfied  ? — I  take  it  that  any  leper  on  the  island  can  appeal  to  the 
Assistant  Eesident  Magistrate,  to  the  Visiting  Inspectors,  or  to  the  Colonial 
Office. 

124.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is  there  any  machinery  for  that?- -The  Colonial 
Secretary  is  the  Minister  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  the  Act,  and 
an  appeal  lies  to  him  or  to  the  Governor, 

125.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Do  the  lepers  quite  understand  that  they  can  appeal 
whenever  they  like  to  the  Colonial  Office  ? — Yes,  and  they  do  write  to  me  on 
the  most  trivial  matters. 

126.  Dr.  Herman.']  You  are  aware  that  the  Medical  Congress  recommended 
a  Board  of  Experts  to  try  all  cases  of  leprosy  and  report  upon  them  before 
sending  the  patients  over  to  Eobben  Island.  Would  not  that  perhaps  be  the 
best  plan  to  adopt  ? — If  you  could  get  a  Board  of  real  experts"  appointed  in 
Cape  Town,  that  might  be  worthy  of  consideration,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
there  are  very  few  medical  leprosy  experts  in  the  Colony. 

127.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Practically  the  two  men  most  conversant  with  leprosy 
do  examine  the  patients  at  present,  do  they  not,  Dr.  Impey  and  Dr.  Cox  ? — 
Yes ;  but  I  would  not  have  a  Board  to  examine  the  papers  ;  that  could  de  done 
by  laymen.    I  would  have  a  Board  to  examine  the  patients. 

128.  Dr.  Herman.]  What  difference  do  you  make  between  examining  the 
papers  and  the  patients  ? — It  seems  to  me  that  the  certificate  is  very  simple 
under  the  Act.  The  patient  is  either  a  leper  or  a  non-leper.  If  he  is  a  leper 
he  is  either  likely  or  not  likely  to  spread  the  disease,  and  if  not  likely  then 
he  is  not  removed. 

129.  Is  the  certificate  a  good  one  in  your  opinion? — I  distinctly  think 

so. 

130.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  adopt  some  such  certificate 
as  is  required  under  the  Lunacy  Act.  It  is  not  sufficient  for  a  medical 
man,  or  two  medical  men,  to  say  that  a  man  is  a  lunatic  ;  he  must  give  his 
reasons  why  and  the  symptoms  upon  which  he  has  drawn  his  conclusions, 
and  even  then  the  papers  must  be  placed  before  a  Board  of  Commissioners 
to  report  upon  them.  It  is  very  much  easier  surely  in  certain  cases  to  say 
that  a  man  is  a  lunatic 'than  to  say  a  man  is  a  leper,  is  it  not? — I  am  not 
competent  to  give  an  opinion.  I  hold  that  a  medical  man  is  responsible  for 
his  certificate  that  a  person  is  a  leper.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  difference 
(speaking  as  a  layman)  between  lunacy  and  leprosy,  and  there  is  far  more 
likelihood  of  doubt  with  regard  to  lunacy  than  there  ought  to  be  with  regard 
to  leprosy. 

131.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  have  a  larger  proportion  of  doubtful  cases 
coming  under  the  Leprosy  Act  than  under  the  Lunacy  Act,  have  you  not  ? 

In  those  cases  there  is  distinct  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  medical  men. 
I  know  of  one  case  where  a  patient  was  suffering  from  bed  sores,  and  he  was 
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'rim^Tsmidt  sent  to  Eobben  Island,  and  the  pati,  i)t  died  a  few  days  after.  In  another 
case  a  man  was  suffering  from  iupas.  which  was  tfkcn  for  leprosy. 

cb.  sill,  1894.  ]^32_  jf  the  symptoms  had  beeu  stated  clearly  in  the  certificate,  would 

not  all  that  have  been  prevented.  At  present  the  medical  officer  simply 
gives  his  conclusions,  not  the  grounds  for  forming  those  conclusions  ;  is  not 
that  80  ? — Yes. 

133.  Dr.  Greathead.']  You  would  simplify  the  present  certificate  and 
leave  out  the  statement  as  to  any  danger  to  the  public  health  ? — Quite  so.  I 
would  make  it  a  plain  statement  as  to  being  a  case  of  leprosy  or  otherwise. 

134.  Dr.  Herman.']  Would  you  require  the  medical  man  to  give  his 
reasons  why  he  considers  it  a  case  of  leprosy  ? — I  agree  that  it  wo^uld  be 
better  if  a  statement  could  be  drawn  up  for  the  medical  man  to  sign  explain- 
ing his  reasons  for  his  conclusion  that  the  person  was  a  leper ;  but  there 
being  such  a  conflict  of  opinion  as  to  whether  leprosy  is  contagious  or 
hereditary  or  communicable  in  some  other  way,  it  would  be  better  not  to 
leave  anything  to  the  individual  opinion  of  medical  men  as  regards  danger, 
but  simply  segregate  all  lepers. 

135.  Dr.  Dodds.j  You  would  have  the  case  reported,  and  let  the  de- 
cision rest  with  some  authority  ? — Yes. 

136.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Is  there  any  law  binding  medical  men  in  private 
practice  to  report  cases  of  leprosy  ? — No:  only  Government  officers,  that  is 
to  say,  district  surgeons. 

137.  Would  district  surgeons  having  private  practice  be  bound  under 
the  Act  to  reveal  any  cases  ? — I  should  tiunk  so  clearly,  according  to  the  Act. 

138.  Would  you  like  to  see  an  Act  which  would  compel  every  medical 
man  to  notify  auy  such  cases  ? — -Of  couroc  there  would  be  this  difficulty,  which 
htxi  already  been  alluded  to,  that  a  leper  would  not  put  himselF  under  medical 
treatment  if  he  knew  that  the  doctor  wa:^  compelled  to  report  the  case  to  the 
Government.  There  might  be  more  concealment.  A  medical  man  is  not  bound 
to  report  cases  of  lunacy. 

1 39.  You  are  aware  that  district  surgeons  all  over  the  Colony  are  engaged 
in  private  pratice ;  would  it  not  be  manifestly,  unfair  to  oxpect  them  to  be 
reporters  of  leprosy  cases,  while  other  medical  practitioners  might  conceal 
them  ? — Certainly  there  is  great  force  in  that  argument. 

Dr.  Alfred  John  Gregory  examined. 

i3r.  140.  Chairman^]  I  believe  you  are  Medical  Inspector  for  the  Local 

uUnhii  Grcjori/.  Government  and  Health  branch? — Yes. 

141.  Have  you  had  any  personal  opportunity  of  noting  the  prevalence 
of  leprosy  in  the  Colony  ?—  Only  from  returns  that  have  1:  een  made  from 
time  to  time. 

142.  In  the  office  of  the  department  of  Public  Health  have  you.  any 
reports  dealing  with  the  spread  of  leprosy  in  the  Colony,  more  especially  as 
regards  its  increase  latterly  compared  with  former  years  ? — There  are  only 
the  census  returns  and  the  returns  made  by  the  district  surgeons,  in  the 
Annual  Health  Eeports.  There  are  also  occasional  returns  that  have  been  asked 
for  from  time  to  time  for  Parliament,  A  circular  is  annually  sent  round  to 
the  district  surgeons.  All  these  returns  are  much  fuller  for  later  years,  and 
therefore,  it  is  difficult  to  compare  them  with  the  past. 

143.  Is  there  any  evidence  in  these  returns  to  show  that  the  disease  is 
now  on  the  increase  ? — I  am  unable  to  say  for  this  last  year  because  the  re- 
tiu-ns  are  only  just  coming  in;  but  during  1892,  comparing  that  with  the 
census,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  disease  had  increased,  after  making 
every  allowance  for  there  having  been  since  the  promulgation  of  the  Act  in- 
creased vigilance  in  the  seeking  out  of  cases. 

144.  Do  any  of  those  reports  deal  with  the  causation  of  leprosy  ? — No. 

145.  Do  they  deal  with  its  communicability  by  contagion  or  inocula- 
tion ? — No.    They  do  not  mention  that,  in  fact  wo  should  not  get  answers  if 
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we  made  tho  enquiry.    The  returns  ar.'  r  rJly  taken  from  the  E esident  ^^^^.^^  ^J'^y-^^.^^^ 
Magistrates'  registers.    Each  Resident  Magistrate  keeps  a  register  in  his  dis- 
trict of  the  lepers  in  it,  as  they  are  reported  to  him. 

146.  Do  these  reports  deal  with  established  facts,  or  are  they  merely 
suggestive.  I  am  speaking  of  any  medical  reports  coming  from  district 
surgeons  or  from  Robben  Island  ? — l!fone  of  these  reports  deal  with  the 
matter  in  that  way,  except  those  coming  from  Robben  Island.  Dr.  Eyre 
in  1890  made  a  somewhat  careful  rep  ort,  and  the  medical  Superintendents 
have  from  time  to  time  gone  into  it  thoroughly.  Pour  or  five  family  trees 
were  carefully  worked  out  by  Dr.  Eyre. 

147.  Have  you  any   special  reports  from  the    district  surgeons  on 
leprosy  ? — No. 

148.  Do  you  recollect  whether  any  of  the  reports  touch  upon  the  spon- 
taneous origin  of  leprosy  ? — No,  they  do  not. 

149.  In  the  reports  from  Robben  Island  is  the  question  of  the  fish  diet 
theory  dealt  with  at  all  so  far  as  you  recollect  ? — The  only  doctor  who  has  touched 
upon  that  is  Dr.  Eyre.    He  mentions  that  leprosy  is  not  due  to  diet. 

150.  Do  the  reports  deal  with  the  question  of  tracing  the  places  from 
whence  the  patients  have  come,  occupation,  soil,  climate  and  vaccination  r — 
The  occupations  of  t"e  lep^irs  is  dealt  with,  not  vaccination.  I  believe  that 
Dr.  Todd  has  got  out  a  list  of  the  districts  from  whence  the  lepers  in  the 
Island  came,  and  he  told  me  a  short  time  ago  that  he  was  preparing  a 
diagramatic  map. 

151.  Is  there  any  report  showing  that  leprosy  is  affected  by  locality, 
that  it  shows  for  instance  a  natural  tendency  'o  die  out  in  one  locality  and 
advance  in  others  ? — There  is  no  report  to  that  effect,  and  it  would  be  difficult 
to  work  out  reliable  results  because  there  is  a  large  number  of  districts,  and 
very  few  lepers  coming  from  each  district.  I  do  not  think  therefore  that  any 
returns  would  give  reliable  information  on  that  point. 

152.  Dr.  Herman.']  I  see  in  one  report  it  is  stated  that  in  1886  the 
disease  had  increased  in  the  Alexandria,  Bedford,  Clanwilliam,  Malmesbury, 
Paarl,  and  Stockenstrom  Districts,  and  in  regard  to  the  Paarl  it  states,  "it  is 
deplorable  to  see  what  strides  it  is  making  "  ? — -That  is  probably  based  on 
the  special  returns  that  were  made  by  medical  men  in  connection  with  a 
Parliamentary  enquiry  into  the  question  of  leprosy. 

153.  "What  special  difficulty  would  there  be  in  mapping  the  areas  from 
which  the  cases  come  ? — There  would  be  no  difficulty  at  all. 

'  154.  Is  there  a  regular  series  of  district  surgeons'  reports  dealing  with 
leprosy  ? — They  mention  it  incidentally  in  their  Annual  Health  Reports. 

155.  When  do  they  begin  ? — I  do  not  think  they  go  back  for  many 
years.  Formerly  it  was  more  casually  mentioned,  but  last  year  they  were 
asked  for  information  on  a  more  definite  basis,  and  this  year  again 

156.  Can  we  get  all  those  reports  ? — Yes.    In  the  Annual  Health 
Report  for  1892  laid  before  Parliament  laot  year  it  is  all  worked  out. 

157.  Is  there  not  a  certain  amount  of  information  existing  as  to  certain 
areas  being  more  or  less  affected  ? — It  is  all  tabulated. 

158.  Do  the  fresh  oases  that  are  occurring  still  come  from  those  different 
foci,  or  are  they  spread  over  the  whole  country  ? — ^The  western  districts 
have  been  worked  more  thoroughlj^  than  the  eastern  and  north  eastern 
native  districts.  For  instance,  the  Herschel  and  Glen  Grey  districts  show 
more  lepers  now  than  the  m  estern  districts,  because  they  have  accumulated 
there.    Last  year  there  was  a  large  number  of  lepers  in  the  Herschel  district. 

159.  Could  we  not  find  out  from  each  individual  the  period  when  he 
became  a  leper  ? — Within  a  certain  degree  of  exactness,  perhaps. 

160.  Do  you  find  that  the  removal  of  cases  of  leprosy  has  haa  any  effect 
upon  other  cases  occuriug  ?  — That  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  The  Act  was 
only  put  in  force  in  1892.  Until  we  get  the  returns  for  last  year  it  is  im- 
possible to  draw  any  deductions. 
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country,  and  its  occurence  in  particular  areas? — I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
Feb.  6tii,  1894.    evidence  actually  on  record.    There  is  a  general  idea  that  it  was  imported  with 
the  slaves. 

162.  But  foci  must  have  occurred  more  recently,  within  the  memory  of 
living  man  ;  have  we  anj;  information  with  regard  to  those  ? — I  know  of  none. 

16.3.  Have  fresh  foci  occurred  since  the  Act  has  been  in  force  ? — Only 
those  cases  that  were  discovered  in  Bechuanaland,  but  most  of  those  had 
emigrated  from  our  Colony  and  the  Free  State. 

164.  Bid  not  the  outbreak  in  Bechuanaland  arise  simply  throut^h  the 
lepers  driven  out  of  the  Free  State  ? — Driven  out  by  the  repressive  legisla- 
tion carried  out  there.  - 

165.  Does  Dr.  Livingstone  record  any  cases  of  leprosy  among  the 
Bechuanas  when  he  went  to  their  country  ? — I  do  not  know. 

166.  Have  any  le|>ers  been  inoculated  with  the  disease  on  Eobben 
Island  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is  any  record  of  any  one  having  acquired 
leprosy  on  Eobben  Island.  There  was  one  doubtful  case,  but  I  have  not  got 
the  facts  of  it. 

167.  Dr.Dodds.~\  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  it  ? — No. 

168.  C}iairman7\  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  the  question  of  heredity 
affecting  leprosy  on  the  island.  Are  the  children  bom  of  leprous  parents 
healthy  ?— Yes. 

169.  How  old  are  those  children  now  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  answer 
that.    I  only  speak  from  hearsay. 

170.  Dr.  Herman.']  I  believe  you  are  preparing  for  this  Commission  a 
series  of  diagrams  and  returns  ? — I  drew  up  some  cards,  and  they  were  sent 
over  to  Dr.  Impey  to  fill  up.  Those  cards  will  supply  every  information, 
and  you  will  be  able  to  combine  them  in  any  form  you  like  by  simply  sort- 
ing them.  I  should  explain  that  all  papers,  certificates,  and  other  records 
accompany  the  warrant  of  a  leper  and  are  filed  together  in  the  oiffice  on 
Eobben  Island,  where  all  other  matters  relating  to  the  island  lepers  are 
recorded. 

171.  Is  there  any  other  statistical  information  that  you  could  prepare 
for  us  ? — There  is  all  the  iuformation  that  is  in  the  Colonial  Office. 

172.  It  is  undigested,  is  it  not?— All  that  has  passed  through  my  hands 
has  been  digested  and  sifted. 

173.  Could  we  find  out,  for  examplt,  what  number  of  cases  occur  among 
pai : icular  classes  of  the  community? — You  would  discover  that  better  on 
Eobben  Island. 

174.  Could  we  not  have  that  worked  out  statistically  before  we  went  to 
the  island  ? — Yes. 

175.  Do  you  find  that  leprosy  occurs  among  whites  and  blacks  alike,  or 
is  one  class  more  affected  than  another  ?— The  blacks  are  much  more  affected. 

176.  What  class  of  blacks  ? — That  is  difficult  to  say^  because,  excepting 
the  Census  returns,  they  are  always  returned  as  "coloured."  The  intro- 
duction to  the  Census  returns  gives  certain  figures  on  this  point. 

177.  You  have  made  no  attempt  to  classify  them  racially? — Only  into 
European  and  coloured.  They  may  have  done  that  more  fully  on  Eobben 
Island ;  the  magistrate's  statement  accompanying  the  warrant  states  the  race. 
During  the  year  1892  there  were  on  the  district  registers  only  47  Europeans 
to  560  coloured — giving  for  the  Colony  Proper  rates  on  the  population  of 
128  per  10,000  for  Europeans,  and  8-32  for  coloured. 

178.  I  understand  that  the  death  rate  among  lepers  is  very  large  :  can 
you  tell  us  anything  about  that? — During  the  time  that  the  lepers  were  on 
the  registers  in  the  different  districts,  the  death  rate  was  6'1  per  cent.,  but 
what  the  average  time  (which  it  is  necessary  to  knowj  during  which  they  are 
on  the  register  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain.  The  average  time  that  their  names 
appear  on  the  register  might  only  be  a  month  or  three  months,  or  any  short 
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period,  so  that  it  is  thus  impossible  to  reduce  this  to  an  annual  rate  of  mor-  ^^^^.^^  jX^ore 
tality.    Dr.  Impey  worked  out  the  death  rate  at  16  per  cent.,  but  it  was  20 
per  cent,  last  year. 

179.  Has  that  been  checked? — Yes.  The  16  percent,  was  taken  in  the 
results  obtained  over  the  whole  period  during  which  lepers  have  been 
confined  on  Eobben  Island. 

1 80.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  record  dealing  with  the  transmission  of 
leprosy  to  animals  ? — No.  There  is  a  statement  that  Dr.  Impey  has  found 
mice  on  Eobben  Island  affected. 

181.  Is  there  any  report  in  your  office  dealing  with  the  disease  from  a 
pathological  standpoint  or  from  a  bacteriological  standpoint  ? — ^No.  All 
those  records  were  practically  nil  on  Eobben  Island,  and  have  been  so  all 
along,  or  perhaps  until  very  recently  indeed. 

182.  Have  any  researches  been  conducted  in  the  Colony  itself  in  that 
direction  ? — None  that  I  am  awaie  of. 

183.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Has  anything  come  to  your  knowledge  as  regards  the 
contagiousness — using  the  word  in  a  very  broad  sense — of  leprosy  ?— Only 
from  what  I  have  read. 

184.  Have  you  been  able  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion  on  the  matter  with 
regard  to  this  Colony  from  facts  placed  before  you  ? — Not  many  facts  have 
come  before  me  with  regard  to  this  Colony. 

1S5.  Or  the  hereditary  nature  of  the  disease,  specially  relating  to  this 
Colony,  have  you  arrived  at  any  conclusion  with  regard  to  that  ? — With 
regard  to  that,  the  conclusion  I  have  come  to  is  that  the  family  trees  or 
histories  that  have  been  made  are  not  to  be  trusted  in  so  far  as  making  any 
general  deduction  regarding  heredity  from  them  goes.  In  my  opinion,  the 
very  fact  that  thp!  contagiousness  of  leprosy  is  comparatively  slight  makes  the 
fictitious  explanation  of  heredity  more  easy  to  arrive  at,  and  for  this 
reason,  that  contagion  becomes  easy  or  difficult,  as  it  is  governed  by 
two  things,  one  of  which  is  the  difiiculty  or  ease  of  transporting  or  transferring 
the  virus  from  an  infected  person  to  a  healthy  person,  and  the  other  is 
the  power  that  the  organization  of  ordinary  persons  may  have  of 
resisting  the  virus  when  it  is  introduced  into  the  system.  Taking  thus  the 
case  of  a  family,  a  large  number  of  the  members  of  the  family  would  be  living 
under  exactly  the  same  conditions,  or  at  any  rate  under  very  similar  conditions 
one  to  the  other,  and  if  those  conditions  were  such  as  to  make  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  virus  from  a  diseased  member  to  a  healthy  member  favourable, 
then  the  several  members  would  be  liable  for  this  reason  to  acquire  the 
disease.  And  secondly,  if  there  were  a  constitutional  proclivity  among  the 
members  of  such  a  family  such  as  we  know  exists  in  the  case  of  pthisis,  they 
would  naturally  then  not  be  able  to  resist  the  virus  when  it  was  introduced. 
The  history  of  such  a  family  would  seem  at  first  sight  to  furnish  proof 
of  heredity  ;  but  falsely  so. 

186.  Have  you  arrived  at  any  conclusion  as  to  the  contagiousness  or 
hereditary  nature  of  the  disease,  from  general  observations  ? — My  concl  isions 
are  that  it  is  not  hereditary  in  the  large  sense  in  which  it  is  generally  stated 
to  be.  That  it  may  be  directly  hereditary  the  same  as  syphilis  is  possible, 
but  I  should  say  very  rarely.  That  families  may  inherit  a  proclivity  or  con- 
stitutional weakuess,  rendering  them  favourable  subjects  for  the  disease,  I 
think  highly  probable.  We  see  that  in  other  diseases,  and  I  do  not  see  why 
it  should  not  be  so  in  leprosy.  Thus,  for  instance  I  myself  have  had  measles 
three  times,  and  the  last  time  I  had  it,  it  was  most  virulently,  and  was  25 
years  old.  My  brother  also  has  had  measles  twice  ;  and  in  several  cases  I 
have  seen  families  where  measles  have  occured  two  or  three  times  in  different 
members.  In  the  case  also  of  vaccination,  it  is  well  known  that  in  some 
families  several  children  will  be  found  insusceptible  to  the  operation. 

187.  Dr.  Herman.]  Are  you  using  susceptibility  and  heredity  synony- 
mously ? — No.  I  say  that  the  heredity  theory  is  possible,  but  it  must  occur 
very  rarely. 
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—      '  '  Yes. 

Feb.  6th,  1894.  ^^gg^  ^^^^       marked  ?--Yes  ;  T  should  think  it  is  fairly  marked. 

190.  Dr.  IIerman.~\  Rave  you  any  figures  to  bear  that  out,  with  regard 
to  the  incidence  of  the  disease  in  that  way  upon  certain  individuals  ? — In  the 
Indian  Commission's  report  all  those  things  are  very  carefully  worked  out. 
I  think  the  broadest  fact  is  that  coloured  persons  are  much  more  liable  to 
leprosy  than  Europeans. 

191.  Is  that  taken  from  your  figures  ? — Yes.  It  may  be  due,  however, 
to  their  habits  of  life  and  want  of  cleanliness,  and  whitn  people  of  course 
would  conceal  leprosy  much  more  readily  than  coloured  people. 

192.  In  the  course  of  your  official  duties  in  connection  with  the  working 
of  the  Act,  is  it  necessary  for  you  to  inspect  the  Old  Somerset  and  the  New 
Somerset  Hospitals  ? — I  have  been  over  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital,  but  not 
in  connection  with  the  working  of  the  Act.  I  know  they  have  separate 
rooms  for  lepers. 

193.  Were  you  requited  to  report  upon  that? — No. 

194.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  the  means  adopted  there  for  isola- 
tion in  cases  of  leprosy  ? — The  lepers  1  saw  there  ha,d  separate  rooms,  they 
had  a  separate  little  compound,  where  no  other  patients  went. 

195.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  that  is  a  sufficiently  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment for  isolating  lepers  on  the  mainland  ? — I  think  there  ought  to  be  a 
regular  probationary  institution  where  the  lepers  could  be  kept  for  a  certain 
period. 

196.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Where  all  cases  could  be  kept  ? — Yes,  and  they  would 
be  more  convenient  for  observation  than  on  Robben  Island. 

197.  Dr.  Herman.  \  With  regard  to  Robben  Island,  are  you  in  possession 
of  any  special  information  as  to  the  sanitary  condition,  in  its  broadest  sense, 
of  the  hospital  accommodation  ?— Speaking  broadly,  I  do  not  think  that 
IJobben  Island  is  a  suitable  place  for  segregation,  but  the  cost  would  be 
prohibitive  to  shift  the  lepers  to  the  mainland.  First  of  all,  it  is  almost 
entirely  without  trees,  and  the  majority  of  the  lepers  come  from  up  country, 
where  they  are  used  to  plenty  of  green  and  verdure ;  secondly,  the  reflec- 
tion of  the  white  sand  seems  painful  to  the  eyes  of  the  patients ;  thirdly, 
from  what  I  have  heard,  the  moist  climate  is  not  suitable  for  them,  they  com- 
plain of  cold  and  rheumatism  ;  fourthly,  the  island  is  rather  inaccessible  for 
administrative  supervision.  Of  course  the  medical  officers  on  the  island  can 
form  a  better  opinion  as  to  its  suitability  for  segregation  than  I  can  by  only 
going  there  occasionally. 

198.  From  a  sanitary  point  of  view  do  you  consider  Ihe  site  a  typical 
one  ? — The  water  supply  is  bad  there,  and  it  is  insufficient,  in  fact  we  have 
had  to  make  large  underground  tanks  to  all  the  pavilions. 

199.  Chairman.']  Upon  what  are  they  dependent  for  their  water  supply  ? — 
On  the  rainfall.  There  are  Avells  there,  but  they  are  grossly  polluted.  The 
soil  is  all  sand,  and  the  water  percolates  through  a  large  area  of  pollution. 
Then  again,  there  is  an  old  giaveyard  about  the  well,  and  various  other 
sources  of  pollution. 

200.  Is  there  any  apparatus  for  condensing  the  water  there  ? — That  was 
thought  of,  but  it  would  be  too  much  expense  bringing  over  the  coal.  The 
collection  of  rainwater  from  the  roofs  will  be  amply  sufficient  for  all  domestic 
purposes  for  the  lepers.  The  roof  ai-ea  of  the  pavilions  is  very  large,  and 
with  an  ordinary  rainfall  I  think  there  would  be  an  ample  water  supply. 

201.  Dr.IIerman7\  The  present  water  supply  is  satisfactory  you  think? 
— It  will  be  when  the  tanks  are  completed. 

202.  When  will  that  be  ? — That  is  difficult  to  say,  it  really  depends 
upon  the  amount  of  labour  that  can  be  put  on. 

203.  Is  the  present  water  supply  uu sati sf actor y  ? — We  take  drinking 
water  over  from  the  mainland  in  the  dry  weather  to  supplement  the  supply. 
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204.  Is  there  enough  for  bath  purposes  and  flushing  the  drains  ?— There        j^^^l' q. 
are  no  drains  practically ;  they  are  being  put  in  now.  — 

206.  What  is  Ihe  present  method  of  sanitation  adopted  ?  ~  They  use    ^'^^  ^ 
tubs,  which  are  emptied  every  day.    There  are  also  drains  which  lead  into 
catch  pits  placed  at  a  short  distance  from  the  pavilions. 

206.  What  are  the  catch  pits  for  ?— For  the  bath  and  slop  water,  and 
they  used  to  be  before  the  kitchens,  but  now  the  kitchen  water  is  put  into  tanks 
and  taken  away.  There  is  a  drainage  scheme  being  worked  out,  which  will 
do  away  with  all  the  catch  pits,  and  take  the  water  straight  to  the  sea. 

207.  Is  there  any  nuisance  from  any  of  these  different  catch  pita  and 
'.  drains  ?— Undoubtedly  there  is.    The  place  has  not  been  properly  drained  up 

to  the  present. 

208.  I  suppose  you  have  reported  on  all  this  ? — Yes. 

209.  Can  we  get  a  copy  of  your  report  ? — Yes. 

210.  As  to  the  accommodation  in  the  hospital  itself,  is  there  any  table 
to  show  the  amount  of  accommodation  allotted  to  each  leper  in  the.  particular 
wards  ? — We  are  now  taking  a  census  of  Eobben  Island  of  the  lunatics,  the 
lepers,  and  the  attendants,  every  human  being  in  fact  on  the  island,  shewing 
the  age,  living  space,  &c. 

2 1 1  What  is  the  air  space  allotted  to  every  leper  ? — I  do  not  know 
what  they  have  worked  it  out  at. 

212.  Is  there  any  particular  rule  with  regard  to  that  on  the  island,  or 
are  cases  admitted  according  to  demand  ? — Cases  are  admitted  according  to 
the  demand,  and  of  course  the  space  at  disposal,  but  I  believe  they  have  never 
lacked  space.  According  to  Dr.  Impey's  report  made  early  in  January,  72 
beds  were  vacant. 

213.  Is  there  any  means  adopted  to  test  the  method  of  ventilation  in 
cold  and  warm  weather  ? — I  do  not  know  of  any,  but  I  should  say  that  the 
male  wards  and  most  of  the  female  wards  were  well  ventilated. 

214.  Are  the  female  wards  well  ventilated,  in  yonr  opinion  ? — Some  of 
the  earlier  ones  I  do  not  think  are  ventilated  as  well  as  they  might  be. 

215.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  making  an  analysis  of  the  air 
on  a  cold  morning  in  the  female  wards  ? — No. 

216.  Are  there  simply  ordinary  sash  windows  ? — Yes.  I  know  of  no 
complicated  arrangement  for  ventilation. 

217.  Can  we  liave  worked  out  for  our  information  the  exact  amount  of 
cubic  space  in  each  ward,  the  exact  amount  of  floor  space,  and  the  exact 
amount  of  ventilation  ?—  Yes.  The  census  ought  to  show  that.  The  idea 
was  to  get  a  census  for  other  purposes,  and  then  I  suggested  that  the  living 
space  for  each  individual  should  also  be  added. 

,  218.  Has  the  rate  of  mortality  among  different  classes  and  in  ditfercmt 
wards  on  the  island  been  worked  out  accurately  ? — No  ;  I  think  not. 

219.  Could  that  be  worked  out  for  us  ? — I  doubt  it. 

220.  What  is  the  mortality  due,  to  on  Eobben  Island  ?■ — That  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  off  hand,  but  I  believe  it  is  mostly  due  to  chest  complaints. 

221.  Would  you  as  a  practical  authority  recommend  that  the  leper  patients 
should  have  a  greater  or  less  amount  of  air  space  than  the  ordinary  hospital 
patients  ?—  I  would  recommend  that  it  should  be  greater,  owing  to  the  offen- 
siveness  of  the  wounds  of  many  of  them. 

222.  Simply  on  that  ^ound  ? — The  more  oxygen  they  have,  the  sweoter 
their  surroundings  would  be. 

223.  In  your  experience  do  very  many  of  the  patients  sufferfrom  infections 
fever  of  a  septic  nature  such  as  erysipelas  ? — I  could  not  say  from  my  own 
knowledge. 

224.  Bas  there  been  anything  like  an  outbreak  of  erysipelas  among  the 
patients  ? — I  think  not. 

225.  Have  many  died  from  erysipelas  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  sav. 
[G.  10— '94.]  i 
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1  T^^' r<  226.  You   are  aware    that  erysipelas  is  a  frequent  lethal  exit  for 

Aljrea  Juliti  Gref/ori/.  J     r  i 

—     ■  '  lepers  r — Yes. 
Feb.  5th,  1894.  227.  You  do  not  know  the  incidence  of  those  cases  ?— No. 

228.  I  take  it  broadly  that  in  the  absence  of  ventilation  and  sufficient 
accommodation  this  would  be  likely  to  increase  ?— Most  undoubtedly. 

22y.  Would  that  apply  equally  to  bronchial  affections  ? — It  would 
depen(f  on  the  nature  of  the  broncbial  affections. 

230.  If  a  person  is  confined  in  a  hut  or  a  stuffy  ward,  with  a  small 
window  allowing  only  a  comparatively  small  stream  of  air  to  come  in,  would 
not  each  person  be  more  likely  to  catch  cold,  in  other  words,  if  the  ventila- 
tion is  insufficient  does  not  that  mean  draught  ? — Not  necessarily.  You  may 
have  very  efficient  ventilation  which  is  caused  by  excessive  draught. 

231.  From  your  practical  experience,  is  it  advisable  to  accommodate 
lepers  together  in  large  general  wards  or  would  you  break  them  up  into  small 
groups  ?  Would  you  place  them  under  canvas  or  under  wood  or  stone  ?  Can  you 
give  the  Commission  any  information  as  to  the  housing  of  lepers  ? — I  should 
not  place  them  under  canvas.  A  properly  coubtructed  wooden  wai'd,  double 
lined,  seems  to  offer  favourable  conditions  for  housing  lepers. 

232.  Would  you  placo  a  large  number  together  in  one  ward  ? — I  should 
have  no  objection  to  placing  a  large  number  together,  as  they  can  be  better 
supervised  then,  but  I  should  classify  them  to  a  certain  extent. 

233.  What  method  of  classification  would  you  adopt  ? — I  should  keep 
all  those  together  in  separate  quarters  who  had  any  breach  of  surface. 

234.  Practically  do  you  think  the  arrangements  at  Robben  Island  should 
be  continued  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that,  but  I  think  the  patients 
might  be  classified  a  little  more.  I  do  not  think  it  is  advisable  to  place  them 
in  small  wards,  considering  the  class  of  patients  you  would  ha  >  e  very  little 
control  over  them,  and  every  little  ward  would  become  a  sink  of  filth. 

235.  CJiair'man.~\  Have  you  any  reports  dealing  with  the  curability  of 
the  disease  ? — The  district  surgeons  have  returned  some  as  being  cured,  but 
it  is  a  question  whether  they  ever  had  leprosy. 

236.  Was  the  cure  the  result  of  medical  treatment  or  a  natural  arrest 
of  the  disease  ? — Tbere  are  no  definite  reports.  The  only  figures  I  went  on 
were  from  the  Annual  Health  Reports.  There  were  returned  in  the  Colony 
proper,  excluding  the  Transkei,  607  lepers  during  1892.  During  that  year 
264  were  sent  to  Robben  Island,  37  died,  giving  a  mortality  of  about  6*1  per 
cent.,  and  four  recovered,  or  had  not  been  lepers.  That  is  the  way  they 
were  returned,  32  dissappeared,  and  270  remained  to  be  dealt  with.  That 
was  on  the  31st  of  December  1892.  Of  course  the  real  value  of  that  report 
will  only  become  manifest  when  we  get  this  year's  report  as  a  comparison. 
Previously  we  did  not  have  very  elaborate  statistics.  The  present  statistics 
are  as  near  as  we  can  obtain  them  with  the  means  at  disposal. 

237.  Will  any  report  in  your  possession  show  us  the  proportion  how  the 
disease  affects  men  and  women  ? — Yes.  It  appears  that  out  of  the  607,  362 
were  males  and  245  females  ;  47  were  Europeans,  and  560  coloured. 

238.  Have  we  any  evidence  as  to  earlier  cases,  showing  the  earliest 
time  when  leprosy  became  capable  of  diagnosis  ? — There  may  be  some  on 
Robben  Island.  Dr  Eyre  gives  the  ages  of  the  lepers,  so  far  as  he  was  able 
to  ascertain  them,  and  I  believe  his  figures  are  thoroughly  reliable.  I 
believe  he  tested  them  on  three  or  four  separate  occasions  before  he  inserted 
them  in  his  report. 

239.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Are  you  in  favour  of  continuing  the  policy  of  segrega- 
tion ? — Most  decidedly. 

240.  Can  you  suggest  any  modifications  that  you  think  are  desirable  in 
the  existing  Act  ? — The  existing  Act  is  really  a  very  weak  one.  First  of  all 
it  provides  no  means  of  discovery,  except  in  so  far  as  the  5th  section  says 
that  medical  officers  and  district  surgeons  are  bound'  to  give 
information,    when    required,    to    the     local     authority    or    to  the 
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Resident  Magistrate,  but  the  words  "medical  otficer  "  are  itidcliuite.  E'^ally,  j^^^l' Q,,y,^,.^_ 
a  householder,  or  any  person  in  charge  of  a  leper,  or  any  m'^dical  man,  dis- 
trict surgeon  or  other,  ia  attendance  on  a  leper,  or  any  police  constable  or 
field-cornet,  ought  to  be  bound  to  notify  any  case  of  leprosy  coming  within 
his  knowledge,  and  he  ought  to  be  bound  to  do  so  under  a  penalty,  l^he 
Leprosy  Eepression  Act  provides  no  penalty  under  any  circumstances.  Then 
again,  the  certification  of  lepers  is  bad.  Only  one  certificate  is  required  by 
a  medical  officer,  which  seems  insufficient ;  and  one  by  the  field-cornet,  in 
which  he  has  to  say  it  is  leprosy,  and  that  if  the  patient  is  at  large  he  is 
likely  to  spread  the  disease.  Such  a  lay  officer  may  be  perfectly  incapable 
of  giving  an  opinion  in  this.  There  should  be  at  least  two  leprosy  certificates 
by  two  medical  men.  Then  again,  there  is  no  power  of  detention  pending 
the  issue  of  the  Governor's  warrant.  yVt  present  the  whole  thing  has  t^e  rushed 
through  the  moment  you  detect  a  leper,  otherwise  he  may  escape  before  the  papers 
are  ready.  There  ought  to  be  some  power  given  to  the  resident  magistrate 
to  detain  a  suspected  leper,  pending  proceedings  being  taken  to  ascertain  whether 
he  is  really  leprous,  and  if  so,  the  issue  of  a  warrant  for  his  segregation. 
At  present  there  is  considerable  difficulty.  For  instance,  in  taking  over 
Free  State  lepers  they  are  virtually  brought  over  the  borders  to  Kobben 
Island  on  the  authority  of  the  Free  State  warrant  to  which  if  they  liked  they 
could  object.  The  Governor  cannot  issue  his  warrant  until  we  have  examined 
them  and  we  have  the  necessary  certificates  here.  If  we  had  the  power  of 
detaining  a  leper,  everything  would  be  easy.  In  some  districts  lepers  have 
absconded.  Last  year  there  were  thirty-two  out  of  607  who  disappeared  or 
absconded. 

241.  Dr.  Greathead."]  With  reference  to  the  form  to  be  filled  in  by  the 
medical  man,  are  you  satisfied  with  it.  Would  you  leave  it  to  him  to  say 
whether  a  case  was  dangerous  to  the  public  health  or  not  ? — He  simply  ought 
to  notify  the  fact  of  leprosy,  and  then  the  Governor  ought  to  have  what 
power  he  likes  in  the  matter. 

242.  Chairman.^  Would  you  make  a  provision  in  the  Act,  or  would  you 
leave  it  to  the  Governor  to  exercise  his  discretion  ? — I  would  leave  it  to  the 
Governor's  discretion,  simply  requiring  each  medical  man  to  certify  that  it 
was  a  case  of  leprosy  and  requesting  him  to  give  his  reasons. 

243.  Dr.  DoJds.j  Would  not  the  question  as  to  whether  it  was  danger- 
ous to  the  public  health  or  not  be  one  of  the  points  for  the  medical  man  to 
certify  ?— I  do  not  think  the  issue  of  a  warrant  should  depend  on  the  bare 
opinion  of  the  medical  man  as  to  whether  the  patient  is  dangerous  to  the 
public  health  or  not.  I  thinlv  further  that  the  Governor  ought  to  have  power 
to  make  regulations  as  to  the  conduct,  duties,  and  employment  of  lepers 
detained  under  the  provisions  of  the  Leprosy  Act,  otherwise  there  is  no 
power  to  keep  good  order  among  those  who  are  segregated.  There  are  many 
offences  of  which  they  may  be  guilty,  and  for  which  they  cannot  now  be 
punished,  a«  for  instance  the  depositing  of  night  soil  in  improper  places. 

244.  If  the  ordinary  Police  Offences  Act  were  applied,  would  the 
difficulty  you  refer  to  cease  ? — Even  then  it  would  not  cease,  because  you 
cannot  set  them  any  employment. 

245.  Would  you  propose  to  have  any  special  penal  law  dealing  with 
lepers  ? — I  would  give  solitary  confinement  for  short  periods.  It  is  no  good 
fining  the  lepers  as  many  of  them  have  no  money.  You  can  stop  their 
indulgencies,  but  the  indulgencies  are  very  small.  It  would  be  much  better 
to  impose  solitary  confinement  in  certain  cases.  « 

246.  Can  you  do  that  under  the  common  law  ?~You  could  do  if  if  a 
leper  transgressed  the  common  law.  Supposing  a  leper  creates  a  disturbance 
or  is  obstreperous  you  have  no  power  to  punish  him,  as  he  is  within  a  private 
dwelling.  If  he  did  it  in  the  streets  of  Cape  Town  you  could  punish  him 
under  the  Police  Offences  Act.    Supposing  a  leper  could  get  the  alcohol,  you 
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,  , V' ■  ^       could  not  punish  him  for  becoming  intoxicated  in  the  ward,  because  it  is  not 

J  /red  Jo/Ill  Urenorij.  i  t  i 

_  a  public  place. 

Feb.  otii,  1804  .  2  4  7.  Chairman^  Therefore  you  would  propose  to  confer  greater  power 

to  deal  with  such  offences  ? — Yes.  Mauy  of  the  patients  would  be  much 
happier  also  if  you  could  set  them  light  tasks. 

248.  Dr.  Herman.']  Are  what  you  have  mentioned  real  difficulties 
that  oecur? — 1  believe  they  are.  I  know  the  sanitary  arraugements  are 
very  defective  because  of  the  want  of  some  power  to  enforce  cleanliness  in 
the  matter  of  use  of  water  closets,  and  so  on. 

249.  Practically  do  you  not  find  that  lunatics  are  more  difficult  to  deal 
Avitb  than  lepers  ? — In  a  sense  they  are, 

250.  ^Would  you  apply  the  same  law  to  lunatics  as  to  lepers  ^ — No ; 
because  lunatics  are  not  responsible.  The  result  is,  that  you  have  to  have 
a  large  number  of  attendants  to  restrain  the  lunatics. 

251.  Do  not  you  think  that  would  be  advisable  in  tiie  case  of  lepers? 
— No.    I  do  not  think  that  they  require  restraining. 

252.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  treatment  of  lunatics  is  supposed  to  be  the 
lion -restraint  system,  is  it  not.  Practically  the  warders  are  simply  there  to  take 
care  of  the  lunatics  by  force  of  example  and  to  instil  their  example  into  the  action 
of  the  lunatics.  Do  not  you  think  that  some  such  method  would  be  more 
advisable  in  the  case  of  lepers  than  attempting  to  enforce  stringent  regulaiious 
by  a  somewhat  hard  and  vigorous  law  ? — A  lunatic  has  not  his  reason,  and  if 
you  can  influence  him,  well  and  good.  If  you  cannot  influence  him,  you  may 
use  a  certain  amount  of  force.  You  can  put  your  arms  round  a  lunatic's  waist 
and  lead  him  or  her  away,  but  you  cannot  do  that  with  a  leper.  A  leper  is  a 
thinking  being,  and  he  knows  very  well  that  you  cannot  reach  him  or  punish 
him,  if  he  likes  to  make  himself  obnoxious  he  can  do  so. 

253.  In  effect  you  think  that  additional  warders  or  attendants  by  their 
example  would  not  bring  about  the  same  condition  of  affiairs  that  you  get  in 
regard  to  lunatics  ? — T  do  not  think  so.  They  ought  to  know  that  they  can 
be  punished  which  is  not  the  case  at  present. 

254.  Dr.  Dodds.']  The  operation  of  any  punishment  clauses  would  have 
to  be  very  closely  watched,  would  it  not,  and  returns  made  to  the  C  olonial 
Office  ? — No  punishment  should  be  inflicted  except  by  the  resident  magistrate, 
and  the  offender  should  be  tried  in  the  ordinary  way.  It  should  not  rest 
with  the  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum. 

255.  Are  there  any  other  modifications  of  the  Act  that  you  would 
suggest  ? — I  do  not  think  of  anything  els(^,  for  the  moment. 

256.  Dr.  Herman.]  With  regard  to  your  recommendatiun  as  to  the 
punishment  of  lepers,  do  you  think  it  would  be  sufficient  safeguard  for  them 
if  the  resident  magistrate  on  Eobben  Island  were  to  try  the  cases  ? — Certainly. 
A  lcp(!r  should  have  exactly  the  same  rights  and  advantages  as  if  he  were  a 
free  man  ;  he  should  be  able  to  appeal. 

257.  You  mean  to  say  that  you  would  put  the  magistrate  on  Kobben 
Island  on  the  same  footing  as  the  magistrate  in  Cape  Town,  so  far  as  the 
lepers  are  concerned  ?- -Yes. 

258.  You  think  the  lepers  would  be  sufficiently  safeguarded  ? — T  think 
so.  There  would  be  a  right  of  appeal,  and  the  magistrate's  judgment 
■with  the  evidence  would  then  be  sent  on  for  inspection  either  by  the  Law 
Departmont  or  the  Colonial  Secretary's  Department. 

259.  Practically,  you  see  no  difficulty  in  having  a  clause  in  the  Act  to 
that  effect  ? — No  ;  because  the  resident  magistrate  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
leper,  personally. 

260.  Do  you  know  any  other  institution  where  such  a  law  exists  ? — No. 
^61.  l-o  you  think  it  is  essentially  necessary  for  carrying  out  the 

administration  of  Eobben  Island  that  such  a  clause  .^hould  be  introduced  ? — 
Yes.  There  have  been  occasions  wh^-n  Mr.  de  Smidt  has  been  sent  for  in  a 
hurry  to  go  over  when  the  lepers  have  given  some  trouble. 
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262.  You  would  not  allow  the  resident  magistrate  to  punish  a  leper  for  , 

1  ,  n      nil  •  r-       n>  iii  ii      Alfred  JotiH  (rrcijory. 

any  till"  I  g  that  he  thought  necessary  r — ihe  specmc  onences  would  have  to  be  _^ 
defined  by  regulation  .  i**^*- 

26o.  Dr.  Greathead.'\  They  would  be  tried  really  by  common  law,  would 
they  not  ? — Yes. 

26  i.  The  only  thing  is  you  would  make  them  subject  to  common  law, 
although  residing  in  a  private  place  ? — Yes,  within  the  limits  laid  down  by 
regulation. 

265.  Do  you  think  that  would  cure  the  whole  difficulty  ?— Yes. 

266.  Dr.  Herman.^  You  would  require  some  such  regulations  as  are  in 
force  for  convict  establishments  would  you  not  ? — Yes.  1  may  say  that  1 
raised  the  question  in  regard  to  the  depositing  of  night  soil  by  lepers  near  the 
buildings.  The  Police  Offences  Act  provide  r  a  penalty  in  the  event  of  a 
person  committing  such  nuisance  in  sight  of  a  dwelling  house ;  but  I  was 
over  ruled,  as  they  said  it  was  not  a  public  place. 

267.  Are  the  lepers  so  degraded  and  removed  from  all  proper  feeling 
that  they  would  commit  such  offences  with  impunity  as  depositing  fsecal 
matter  in  watercourses  and  so  on  ? — They  tell  me  so.  The  yard  in  front  of 
the  female  leper  wards  is  in  a  disgraceful  condition  ;  because  the  lepers  \\rill 
Avash  clothes  all  over  it  and  throw  the  dirty  soapsuds  about. 

268.  Do  they  do  that  because  there  is  no  laundry  ? — No.  There  is  a 
laundry,  and  there  has  been  for  some  time,  but  they  will  not  use  it.  l^ow 
aa  open  washing  place  has  been  put  up,  with  simply  a  cement  floor,  for  them 
to  wash  in. 

269.  That  did  not  exist  before,  did  it  ? — No  ;  but  there  was  a  laundry. 

270.  Chairman.~\  You  are  aware  that  there  is  a  divergence  of  opinion 
as  to  the  communicability  of  leprosy  ? — Yes. 

271.  That  being  so,  upon  what  grounds  are  you  so  strongly  in  favour  of 
segregation  ? — I  reason  partly  from  analogy  with  other  diseases,  and  partly 
from  the  evidence  which  there  is  in  regard  to  leprosy  itself.  There  seems 
to  be  too  much  weight  placed  by  many  persons  upon  negative  evidence.  The 
facts  that  they  have  nut  always  been  able  to  produce  leprosy  by  inoculation 
does  not  necessarily  prove  that  it  is  not  contagious ;  the  fact  again  that  the 
disease  spreads,  and  must  spread  fairly  rapidly  to  supply  the  constant 
deficiencies  made  by  the  euoimous  death  rate,  and  the  fact  that  the  Indiian 
L-jpiosy  Commission  conclusively  proved  that  it  was  due  to  none  of  the 
common  causes  that  may  be  said  to  oporate  in  regard  to  other  diseases ; 
that  they  in  fact  excluded  everything,  and  left  nothing  else  but  contagion  or 
h  r.idity  that  could  produce  the  disease,  thus  landing  themselves  s)  far  as 
their  line  of  argument  is  concerned  in  a  reduclio  ad  ahswdwn.  Then  again 
there  are  cases  on  record  which  faidy  prove  that  leprosy  can  be  inoculated. 
There  was  the  case  of  a  convict  on  one  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  who  was 
inoculated. 

272.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is  that  case  conclusive  ? — I  think  myself  it  is  fairly 
conclusive.  If  you  are  going  to  believe  in  heredity  as  being  a  possible  factor, 
then  that  would  make  it  doubtful. 

273.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  was  not  this  man  living  under  circumstances 
that  might  produce  leprosy  independently  of  inoculation  altogether? — 1  do 
not  think  he  was. 

274.  He  was  living  on  the  island  ? — Yes.  What  ought  to  be  done  is  to 
carry  out  inoculations  on  lepers  and  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  possible  to 
moculate  the  disease  at  fresh  seats  in  their  bodies. 

270.  Is  there  any  reason  to  believe  that  animals  convey  leprosy  as  a  sort 
of  intermediary  ? — I  do  not  see  myself  any  sound  reason  for  the  theory. 
The  Rsh  diet  theory  I  consider  is  perfectly  exploded. 

27 P>.  Dr.  Dodds.]  May  it  not  be  a  pre- disposing  cause?— I  think  myself 
that  thf  evidence  is  rather  against  it  than  for  it. 

2/7.  Have  we  any  evidence  to  disprove  the  fish  theory  ? — We  have  the 
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Alfred  mI' are<,on  of  a  large  number  of  natives  up  country  who  have  never  tasted  fish. 

'Dr.  Eyre  refers  to  that  in  his  report.    The  fact  that  leprosy  occurs  ou  the 
leb.  5tb,  1894.  coast  is  simply  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  large 

towns  are  on  the  coast,  and  lepers  naturally  gravitate  into  the  large  towns 
where  they  are  hidden  better  and  can  pick  up  a  living  by  begging.  Besides 
which  the  large  towns  by  encouraging  u  irt  and  over  crowding  offer  better 
facilities  for  the  transmission  of  the  disease. 

278.  Dr.  Herman.^  Have  we  any  knowledge  as  to  the  amount  of  leprosy 
in  Arabia,  the  Malay  States,  or  along  the  Indian  littoral  generally  ? — I  can- 
not say. 

279.  A  considerable  number  of  Malays  go  to  Mecca  every  year ;  have 
any  of  those;  returned  as  lepers  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any. 

L80.  Dr.  Dodds.'\  Is  not  leprosy  rare  among  the  Malays  ? — I  am  not 
aware  that  it  is.    A  number  were  brought  from  the  Cape  district,  and  they . 
are  on  Robben  Island  at  present.    They  are  so  numerous  as  to  require  a  se- 
parate kitchen. 

281.  Dr  Herman.']  Have  you  any  information  with  regard  to  leprosy 
among  pigeons,  rats,  and  rabbits  on  the  island  ? — I  am  only  aware  of  the 
case  of  mice  which  I  have  before  mentioned. 

282.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  returns  extending  over  a  lengthened 
period  showing  the  death  rate  in  this  Colony  from  leprosy  ? — Only  the 
Robben  Island  returns. 

283.  What  period  do  they  embrace  ?— They  can  be  got  from  the  time 
that  the  island  was  first  used  for  a  leper  asylum,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether 
they  are  very  complete. 

284.  What  was  the  death  rate  last  year  ? — It  has  not  been  oJficially 
furnished  yet.    But  I  believe  about  20  per  cent. 

285.  What  was  it  during  the  year  before  ? — About  17  per  cent.  I  think 
and  over  the  whole  period  from  1871  about  16  per  cent. 

286.  Dr.  Dodrh.l  Are  there  any  other  points  you  would  like  to  bring 
before  the  Commission  ? — I  should  like  to  mention  one  thing  in  regard  to 
the  Leprosy  Expression  Act,  and  that  is  that  we  ought  to  try  and  get  reciprocal 
legislation  in  the  different  States  in  South  Africa,  and  we  ought  to  have  the 
power  to  trace  fugitive  lepers.  Then  it  is  well  known  that  there  is  great 
difficulty  in  diagnosing  leprosy.  I  have  known  five  medical  men  examine 
a  case  and  every  one  report  differently  ,  I  think  therefore,  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  to  have  a  probationary  establishment  in  Cape  Town,  and  attached  to  it  a 
Board  of  medical  men  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  examine  into  the  case  of 
every  leper  admitted.    By  this  means  fewer  mistakes  would  arise. 

287.  That  would  not  apply  to  the  Transkei  would  it  ? — No. 
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Mr.  G.  M.  Theal  examined. 

288.  Chairman.']  You  are  connected  with  the  Native  Affairs  Department 
in  Cape  Town?—-!  am. 

289.  I  should  like  to  elicit  from  you  some  information  regarding  leprosy 
in  its  histoi  ical  aspects  mainly,  can  you  give  the  Commission  any  information 
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onnfiprning  the  history  of  leprosy  in  this  Colony,  or  in  South  Africa  generally  ?     ^  M^^'heni 

— I  found  in  the  archives  no  traces  of  leprosy  before  about  the  middle  of  the        "  — 

last  century.    There  wero  then  some  Europeans  supposed  to  be  affected  with 

leprosy  at  Groot  Drakenstein,  near  the  Paarl ;  three  persons,  I  think.  A 

medical  commission  was  appointed  to  examine  them,  and  they  sent  in  a  report 

that  they  were  aifected  with  leprosy.    I  speak  from  memory  when  I  say  that 

the  father  had  been  affected  some  fifteen  years,  at  least ;  his  daughter  was 

shewing  signs  of  leprosy  at  the  time,  and  another  man,  not  of  the  same  name, 

was  also  found  to  be  affected  with  leprosy.    Nothing  was  done  to  isolate  these 

individuals,  but  some  time  afterwards,  when  it  was  ascertained  that  someone 

had  proposed  marriage  to  the  girl,  the  Council  of  the  Government  here  were 

rather  indignant  at  the  idea,  and  thought  these  people  should  be  secluded,  but 

no  actual  steps  were  taken,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  for  their  seclusion. 

290  As  regards  that  particular  locality  you  are  now  speaking  of,  is 
there  any  record  as  to  the  introduction  of  the  disease,  as  to  whether  it  was 
introduced  from  the  seaboard  ? — There  is  nothing  whatever  to  guide  me  to 
any  conclusion. 

291.  Speaking  of  this  earlier  period,  are  there  any  records  to  show  the 
number  of  the  population  affected,  broadly  speaking,  through  the  whole 
country  ? — No  records  that  I  have  seen.  There  may  be  some,  because  there 
are  some  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  examine. 

292.  As  regards  the  people  you  speak  of  who  were  known  to  be  affected, 
what  class  did  they  belong  to,  the  coloured  or  white  ? — They  belonged  to  the 
better  portion  of  the  white  class. 

293.  There  seem  to  have  been  some  precautions  taken  ;  it  had  attracted 
the  notice  of  the  Government  ? — Yes. 

294.  Did  they  take  any  precautions  to  prevent  its  spread  ? — Not  that  I 
know  of.  Mr,  Leibbrandt,  the  present  keeper  of  the  archives,  would  pro- 
bably be  able  to  lay  his  hands  upon  all  the  documents  connected  with  the 
matter  I  am  speaking  of,  without  any  difficulty.  I  have  mentioned  it  in  the 
second  volume  of  my  history,  so  that  hf;  would  be  able  to  trace  the  exact 
dates  and  get  full  particulars.  It  might  be  painful  to  certain  individuals  in 
the  country  now  if  the  matter  were  known,  so  it  was  well  not  to  mention 
names. 

295.  Is  not  that  always  a  difficulty  in  making  investigation-?  into  the 
origin  an  *  spread  of  leprosy,  as  far  as  your  experience  goes  ? — I  have  no 
experience  whatever  in  regard  to  leprosy,  but  1  do  not  think  it  advisable  to 
mention  the  names,  nor  do  I  see  what  good  could  come  from  doing  so.  As 
far  as  I  know,  in  that  particular  family  there  is  no  leprosy  at  present. 

296.  With  regard  to  the  Kafir  races,  are  there  any  records  of  leproiy 
among  them  at  this  early  period? — No,  but  I  have  made  enquiries  among 
the  Kafirs,  because  when  I  was  living  at  Lovedale  close  by  there  was  a  vil- 
lage, where  there  were  many  lepers.  They  came  there  because  they  expected 
to  receive  more  aid  than  they  would  in  their  own  kraals,  and  they  congre- 
gated in  this  village  close  by  the  Lovedale  Institution.  There  was  only  a 
hedge  separating  it  from  the  institution.  I  made  some  enquiries,  and  ascer- 
tained that  the  disease  was  well  known  to  exist  among  them  :  it  was  not  a 
new  thing  at  all ;  they  knew  that  it  had  always  been  among  tiitm.  I  do  not 
think  in  the  older  times  the  number  of  lepers  in  advanced  stages  could  have 
borne  the  same  relative  proportion  to  the  population  that  it  does  at  present. 

297.  Do  you  think  it  has  increased  ? — I  do  not  think  the  relative  pro- 
portion has  increased,  but  in  the  olden  times  any  person  who  became 
helpless  from  leprosy  would  have  disappeared,  been  put  out  of  the  way; 
but  that  does  not  take  place  now. 

298.  Do  you  think  that  would  account  for  the  apparently  greater 
proportion  now? — That  would  account  for  the  apparently  greater  propor- 
tion now. 

299.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  greater  number  of  lepers  at  present  ? 
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G  ^r^Thea/      — T'here  is  a  greater  number  than  there  was  50  years  ago.    For  instance, 
—  I  have  made  enquiiies  among  other  people  who  knew  the  Kafirs  very  well  50 

Fsb.  7th,  1894.  years  ago,  and  there  is  a  pretty  general  opinion  ifH  the  number  is  greater 
now,  but  that  is  accounted  for  in  the  way  I  have  mentioned ;  Kafirs 
known  to  be  lepers  were  simply  put  out  of  the  way. 

300.  Is  there  any  official  record  of  the  disease  among  the  Kafirs  at 
present  ?-  Not  that  I  know  of,  except  what  has  taken  place  within  the  last 
few  years.  I  think  the  first  action  taken  towards  the  segregation  of  lepers 
was  by  Lord  Charles  Somerset.  His  attention  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  great  number  of  lepers  in  the  Colony,  and  he  at  once  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  they  should  bo  put  iu  seclusiou  and  provided  with  the 
means  of  subsistence.  An  asylum  was  formed  called  Heme  I  en  Aarde,  some- 
where near  Oaledon,  about  the  j  car  1817.  I  have  given  the  particulars  in 
ray  history.  These  people  were  provided  with  food  and  clothing;  but  nothing 
el^. 

301.  Is  there  any  copy  of  the  regulations  governing  the  administration 
of  that  asylum  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  do  not  remember  having  seen  a  copj' 
of  any  regulation.  The  Moravian  Mission  might  have  a  copy,  if  such  a  thing 
is  in  existence,  because  their  missionaries  went  there  to  look  after  the  place, 
keep  order,  and  do  what  they  could  to  make  the  people  as  comfortable  as 
possible.  From  TTemel  en  Aarde  the  lepers  were  removed  to  Robben  Island, 
but  I  cannot  remember  the  date.  — 

302.  Is  there  any  other  leper  institution  that  you  know  of  ?— There  is 
one  at  Emjanyana,  beyond  the  Kei,  but  it  is  not  in  full  working  order  yet. 
There  was  a  large  and  very  beautiful  tract  of  country  assigned  by  the  late 
chief  of  the  Tembus  to  the  ^lovernment  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  magis- 
tracy, and  there  was  a  magistracy  there  at  one  time,  but  it  was  removed  after- 
wards, and  the  ground  remained  vacant.  Some  short  time  ago,  the  Govern- 
ment decided  to  form  a  leper  asylum  there,  and  the  idea  was  to  enclose  the 
whole  tract  of  land,  which  is  of  considerable  extent  (in  fact  you  might  call  it 
a  large  farm),  with  a  very  strong  fence  which  could  not  easily  be  broken 
down,  put  up  a  number  of  comfortable  huts,  and  collect  the  lepers  from  the 
territories  there.  There  was  an  idea  at  one  time  that  it  would  be  advisable 
to  collect  the  coloured  lepers  from  the  frontier  there  also,  but  that  is  not 
likely  to  be  carried  out  because  the  natives  beyond  the  Kei  look  at  the  disease 
with  something  like  horror.  They  would  be  satisfied,  perhaps,  to  have  the 
worst  cases  of  leprosy  among  their  own  people  segregated  at  Emjanyana,  but 
they  would  not  like  to  see  people  from  this  side  of  the  Kei  brought  there, 
and  we  would  have  to  deal  very  cautiously  with  thom  as  iu  all  other  questions 
concerning  the  natives  ;  you  cannot  force  them. 

303.  Is  there  any  sign  at  present  that  the  natives  show  a  desire  for 
carrying  out  segregation  among  their  own  class  ? — In  some, places  they  are 
willing,  especitilly  in  advanced  cases  of  leprosy.  Of  course  there  are  some 
individuals  who  are  far  advanced  in  leprosy,  and  who  receive  no  support 
from  their  own  friends,  and  the}^  are  anxious  to  go  to  the  institution  for  the 
sake  of  getting  food  and  clothing  from  the  Government,  but  in  cases  where 
people  are  slightly  affected  they  show  very  great  objection  to  being  removed. 

304.  Are  there  many  cases  at  present  in  this  establishment? — Not  very 
many.  I  do  not  know  the  exact  number.  We  have  not  had  a  report  for 
some  little  time. 

305.  Could  you  furnish  the  Commission  later  on  with  any  report  ? — 
Yes ;  I  could  telegraph  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  Tembuland  and  get  the 
exact  number  of  cases,  but  they  are  only  being  brought  in  now,  as  the 
institution  is  only  just  getting  into  working  order.  Dr  Weir  who  is  in  charg<' 
of  the  institution  could  give  j'-ou  any  information. 

306.  Then  you  think  that  to  make  that  establishment  available  for  all  the 
coloured  classes  affected  with  leprosy  might  be  attended  with  ct^-taiu 
drawbacks  ?- Yes.    There  is  also  another  objection.    The  opinion  of  the 
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officials  in  ihe  territories  is,  that  large  as  is  the  tract  of  ground,  it  would  not 
be  sufficiently  large  to  Utccommodate  the  whole  of  the  lepers  if  they 
were  segregated  there,  that  is  to  say,  ?f  they  weie  given  small  plots  of 
ground  to  cultivate  so  as  to  support  themselves,  raise  food,  and  keep 
themselves  occupied,  and  thus  prevent  them  sitting  down  in  idleness  and 
pondering  over  their  misery. 

307.  I  gather  from  what  you  say  that  there  must  be  a  large  number  of 
lepers  scattered  about  among  the  population  not  now  under  any  observation  ? 
— Just  at  the  present  time  the  district  surgeons  are  examining  cases  of 
leprosy  and  reporting,  so  that  we  may  arrive  at  the  number.  No  one  knows 
the  exact  number  in  the  territories  now,  not  even  the  chief  magistrates. 
The  district  surgeons'  are  examining  into  and  reporting  upon  the  cases,  so 
that  we  may  know  the  number  and  also  something  about  each  case,  whether 
it  is  advanced  or  only  in  its  earlier  stage, 

308.  Du  Hofman.']  Does  that  apply  to  Tembuland  proper,  or  to  all  tlio 
territories? — "We  hope  to  get  lepers  from  the  whole  of  the  territories.  T 
may  say  that  there  is  a  small  asylum  at  Kokstad,  close  by  the  village,  in 
which  provision  is  made  for  the  maintenance  of  a  few  lepers.  I  do  not  know 
the  exact  number,  but  that  is  altogether  a  temporary  arrangement. 

809.  Chairman.']  With  reference  to  the  question  of  segregation.  I  asked 
you  just  now  whether  the  Katir  races  themselves  would  be  in  favour  of  seg- 
regation ;  I  would  like  to  know  whether  from  your  own  observation  and 
knowledge  of  the  disease  you  are  in  favour  of  it,  broadly  speaking,  or  should 
it  be  among  the  native  races  only  ? — I  have  not  formed  any  opinion.  I  may 
say  that  I  have  known  cases,  and  one  in  particular,  where  leprosy  has  been 
stayed  of  itself,  i  was  at  one  time  in  charge  of  a  very  large  number  of  na- 
tives, and  among  them  was  one  woman  whose  fingers  were  gone.  I  wanted 
to  have  this  woman  sent  to  some  place  where  she  could  be  looked  after,  away 
from  the  other  people  but  there  was  a  general  objection  to  her  removal ;  they 
said  that  the  woman  had  for  five  years  been  quite  well.  Her  fingers  were 
gone  on  both  hands,  and  they  told  me  that  it  was  five  years  since  the  disease 
had  stopped  ;  nothing  had  occurred  since  that  time. 

,  310.  How  long  was  she  under  your  observation  altogether  ? — I  should 
think  about  a  year. 

311.  Dr.  Greathead.\  Were  the  toes  also  absent ? — That  I  cannot  say; 
the  fingers,  I  remember,  were  perfectly  gone. 

312.  I  have  seen  a  case  of  supposed  leprosy  in  a  native  who  had  been 
burnt ;  his  fingers  were  burnt  off  both  hands,  and  he  was  sent  down  as  a 
leper  to  Graham's  Town,  but  it  was  undoubtedly  a  case  of  burn.  You  do 
not  think  it  was  that,  do  you  ? — What  I  allude  to  was  a  case  of  leprosy  to 
the  bfest  of  my  knowledge  ;  of  course  I  speak  as  a  layman  in  the  matter. 

313.  Di  1  you  notice  whether  there  was  any  loss  of  sensation  ? — No  ; 
I  did  not  notice  that,  -  I  know  the  woman  was  apparently  perfectly  well  at 
the  time,  and  went  about  among  the  others ;  the  only  thing  was  that  the 
fingers  on  both  her  hands  were  gone.  They  said  that  she  had  been  a  leper, 
but  that  the  leprosy  had  ceased  fully  five  years  before. 

314.  It  is  necessary  to  be  particularly  accurate  in  the  diagnosis  of  these 
cases,  is  it  not? — That  can  only  be  done  by  a  medical  man. 

315.  Was  this  case  you  mention  seen  by  a  medical  man  ? — No.  I  might 
mention  also  another  case.  There  is  at  the  present  time  a  petty  chief  named 
Masakala  living  in  Griqualand  East  ;  he  was  a  leper,  but  the  leprosy  has 
ceased  to  affect  him,  and  he  attributes  this  to  the  use  of  certain  roots.  As 
soon  as  this  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Native  Affairs  Department,  a  re- 
quest was  sent  to  Masakala  to  supply  the  Government  with  some  of  these 
roots.  Of  course  like  every  other  native  he  wanted  some  remuneration  ;  he 
could  not  look  at  tlie  matter  in  the  light  of  being  a  benefit  to  his  race ;  but 
after  some  negotiation,  he  provided  some  of  these  roots,  and  they  were  sent 
OAfor  to  liobben  Island  through  the  Colonial  Office ;  the  Native  Affairs  De- 
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Mr.  partmeut  has  nothing  to  do  with  Eobben  Island.  A  request  was  made  from 
G.  ic,( .  jfobben  Island  a  little  time  ago  to  get  a  further  quantity,  as  there  was  not 
Peb.  7th,  1894.  sufficient.  I  spoke  of  this  matter  to  Dr.  Soga,  who  is  himself  half  a  European 
and  half  a  Kafir,  his  father  was  a  Kafir  and  his  mother  a  European,  and  he  is 
very  intelligent  man,  educated  in  Scotland,  although  his  sympathies  are  with 
the  Kafirs.  He  married  a  Scotchwoman,  and  is  now  stationed  as  a  medical 
missionary  at  EUiottdale,  in  the  Transkei.  I  knew  him  when  a  boy  very 
well,  and  have  continued  my  acquaintance  and  friendship  with  him.  Some 
little  time  ago,  he  was  in  Cape  Town,  and  I  spoke  to  him  about  this  case  of 
Masakala,  and  he  told  me  that  for  some  considerable  time  he  had  besn  making 
investigations  into  leprosy ;  it  was  a  special  subject  of  enquiry  with  him. 
He  is  a  qualified  medical  practitioner,  educated  in  Edinburgh,  consequently 
he  is  competent  to  give" an  opinion,  and  he  told  me  that  he  was  certain  there 
were  several  kinds'of  leprosy,  and  that  at  loast  one  kind  was  curable.  He  said 
that  the  root  referred  to  was  known  to  the  natives,  and  that  he  had  been 
trying  to  get  it  from  them,  but  it  is  a  very  difiicult  matter  even  for  a  man 
who  is  half  a  Kafir  himself,  as  Dr.  Soga  is ;  in  fact,  in  many  instances, 
knowledge  of  that  kind  is  hereditary  and  is  kept  in  certain  families.  A 
father  tells  his  son,  and  it  is  kept  within  the  family  as  a  legacy.  I  am  quite 
certain,  from  what  I  have  seen  myself  of  cures  among  the  natives  in  other 
cases,  that  they  have  valuable  remedies  for  different  diseases.  Knowing 
this,  I  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  the  genuineness  of  these  roots  sent  to  Eobben 
Island,  as  to  whether  they  were  the  real  roots  used  by  the  native  practitioners 
in  the  territories.  The  mere  fact  that  this  man  Masakala  gave  these  roots 
away  in  expectation  of  receiving  a  trifling  sum  is  almost  suflScient  to 
convince  me  that  they  are  not  the  real  remedy.  I  may  be  at  fault,  but  that 
is  the  conclusion  I  have  come  to.  I  may  say  that  I  myself  derived  my 
knowledge  of  Kafir  medicines  in  a  peculiar  way.  I  was  acting  magistrate, 
and  cne  day  a  woman  came  to  me  in  a  state  of  frenzy  and  told  me  that  she 
was  tabooed  by  the  whole  people,  even  by  her  own  children.  The  reason 
was,  that  a  child  had  died  in  the  village,  and  they  accused  her  of  being 
the  cause  through  witchery.  I  at  once  had  the  whole  of  the  kraal 
brought  up  before  me  in  a  summary  manner;  you  do  these  things 
in  a  different  way  from  that  in  which  you  would  deal  with  Europeans. 
T  asked  the  witch-finder  if  it  was  true  that  this  woman  had  caused 
the  death  of  the  child  and  he  said  it  was,  that  he  could 
prove  it.  He  then  produced  a  large  number  of  little  bags  which  had 
been  found  in  the  woman's  hut.  The  woman  upon  this  told  me  that  her 
husband  was  a  herbalist ;  that  he  did  not  practise  witchcraft,  but  cured 
people  of  sickness,  and  these  were  his  remedies,  but  he  was  away  up  country, 
I  do  not  now  remember  where.  I  consequently  adjourned  the  case,  an(^  sent 
for  all  the  native  herbalists  within  60  miles.  I  had  them  all  placed  in  a 
room  by  themselves,  and  they  were  brought  in  one  by  one.  I  then  took 
each  particular  medicine  and  gave  it  to  herbalist  No.  1 ,  and  asked  him  if  he 
knew  that.  He  said  "  Yes."  I  then  asked  him  if  he  knew  what  it  was  for, 
and  perhaps  he  would  answer,  "for  dysentery,"  giving  me  the  name,  which 
I  wrote  down  on  paper.  I  then  asked  him  what  the  next  medicine  was  for, 
and  he  said  it  would  procure  the  favour  of  the  chief,  but  he  would  not  give 
the  name.  Another  medicine  he  said  was  for  snake  bite  ;  and  another  would 
be  used  if  a  man  wanted  to  get  a  girl  to  love  him  ;  he  would  put  it  in  beer 
or  something  else  and  give  it  her  to  drink.  So  it  went  on  with  the  whole 
string  of  medicines.  The  first  man  then  went  away  in  charge  of  a  policeman, 
•  and  the  second  was  brought  in  and  questioned  in  the  same  manner,  and  so 
on,  and  in  most  instances  they  all  agreed  ;  they  all  knew  these  medicine*, 
and  what  they  were  for,  consequently  I  acquired  a  knowledge  of  them  in  a 
way  I  could  not  have  got  otherwise,  and  the  case  was  settled  satisfactorily. 
With  regard  to  leprosy,  I  believe  that  if  among  these  medicines  there  had 
been  a  root  which  svould  cure  it,  they  would  not  have  told  me,  even  at  the 
isk  of  being  punished. 
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316.  How  are  cases  of  leprosy  found  out  in  the  Transkei  ?-— The  head  Mr. 
man  of  each  location  is  supposed  to  report  to  the  resident  magistrate  of  the  ^^-J-""'- 
district  all  cases  of  leprosy.    He  has  been  instructed  that  that  is  part  of  his    FcL.  7tii,  isyi. 
duty,  and  the  magistrate  then  requests  the  district  surgeon  at  his  earliest 
convenience  to  examine  any  case  reported,  but  it  is  well  known  that  all  cases 

are  not  reported.  The  headman  for  instance,  may  have  a  case  in  his  o\vu 
family.  There  is  a  case  just  now  under  consideration  in  which  the  headman's 
family  was  affected  with  leprosy,  and  in  that  case  he  does  not  report  it,  and 
if  some  intimate  friend  is  attacked  he  would  conceal  it,  so  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  ascertain  all  cases  that  occur,  it  will  be  a  matter  of  time, 

317.  Are  there  any  Inspectors  of  leprosy  ? — No. 

318.  Dr.  Herman.']  How  many  cases  of  leprosy  are  there  at  this 
institution  in  the  Transkei  ? — I  cannot  ssiy  at  the  present  moment  as  it  is 
only  now  being  got  into  working  order.  Some  little  time  ago  there  was  only 
one  case.  A  man  came  in  a  terrible  condition  and  was  received.  Of  coursa 
we  have  no  means  of  preventing  them  getting  away  from  the  asylum.  They 
can  come  there  and  get  food  for  a  few  days  and  then  go  away  if  they  choose, 
so  we  do  not  care  about  getting  a  number  there  until  the  whole  thing  is  in 
full  working  order. 

319.  Is  the  Act  in  force  there  at  present? — Yes,  it  is  in  force  in  the 
territories,  otherwise  we  could  not  do  anything  ? 

320.  Do  you  segregate  the  lepers  T — We  cannot  as  yet. 

321.  Is  it  impossible  to  segregate  lepers  in  the  frontier  districts  and  the 
native  territories  ? — In  the  native  territories  I  think  that  practically  it  is 
impossible.  Theoretically  it  is  not  impossible,  but  practically  it  will  be  for 
some  little  time. 

322.  Are  there  so  many  ? — I  think  it  was  Major  Elliott  who  reported 
some  little  time  ago  that  the  number  was  becoming  so  great  that  the  asylum 
would  not  be  sufficiently  large. 

323.  In  which  district  is  that  ? — In  Tembuland.  Not  sufficiently  large 
to  keep  them  in  the  way  in  which  we  originally  proposed  to  keep  them.  "We 
proposed  to  have  a  number  of  fairly  good  huts  built — not  houses,  but  huts, 
with  windows  and  doors  to  each  hut — something  better  than  the  ordinary 
Kafir  hut,  and  then  give  them  the  very  plainest  of  furniture.  "We  should 
not  go  to  any  great  expense,  because  these  people  are  unaccustomed  to 
luxuries,  but  they  would  get  plain  food,  plenty  of  mealies,  and  perhaps  occa- 
sionally meat,  and  milk  if  we  could  get  it,  but  we  should  let  them  as  far  as 
possible  grow  their  own  food,  partly  to  save  expense,  and  partly  to  keep 
them  from  being  idle.  In  that  way  a  large  extent  of  ground  would  be 
required. 

324.  Dr.  Dodds.]  It  would  be  a  leper  location  in  fact  ? — Yes.    That  is 
practically  what  it  would  be. 

325.  Dr.  Greatliead.]  Is  it  intended  to  allow  the  men  to  bring  their 
wives  with  them  ? — Not  if  we  can  help  it,  but  it  is  of  course  difficult  to 
separate  a  man  from  his  wife  and  family. 

326.  Dr.  Dodds."]  Do  the  wives  and  family  accompany  the  men  at 
present  ? — No,  because  we  have  not  any  room. 

327.  Dr.  Herman.']  I  understand  you  to  be  distinctly  of  opinion  that 
any  scheme  of  complete  segregation  in  the  frontier  districts  would  be 
impracticable,  and  also  in  the  native  territories  ? — I  think  the  natives  could 
be  educated  up  to  it,  and  that  it  would  then  be  practicable  in  the  coarse  of  a 
few  years,  but  you  cannot  come  upon  the  natives  suddenly  with  any  such 
scheme. 

328.  Do  you  include  the  frontier  districts  where  there  are  large  numbers 
of  natives? — The  frontier  districts  are  more  completely  under  control  than 
the  districts  over  the  Kei.  On  the  frontier  you  have  a  considerable  European 
population,  and  consequently  there  is  more  influence  and  more  actual  control. 
In  order  to  keep  order  and  control  in  the  Transkeian  Territories  we  have  to 
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act  judiciously,  and  we  must  not  do  anything  suddenly  against  the  inclina- 
iions  nnd  wishps  of  the  people,  if  you  work  with  them  you  can  govern  them, 
'nit  if  yoa  worlc  against  them  you  can  never  govern  them.    They  number 

a  raiiiion  ovvt  the  Kei  and  in  Basutoland,  and  we  are  not  ten  thousand. 

^20.  Would  the  same  difficulty  apply  in  Basutoland  ? — I  think  so. 

380.  With  regard  to  the  native  districts  in  the  Cape  Colony  itself,  are 
you  in  favou'^  of  segregating  the  natives  there? — I  have  not  formed  any 
opinion. 

381.  Jstl  leve  any  practical  difficulty  in  removing  them  from  the  lilastern 
Province  to  liobbcn  Island  ? — I  cannot  see  that  there  would  bo.  I  do  not 
suppose  in  advanced  cases  there  would  be  any  difficulty  at  all;  but  it  is  in 
the  earlier  siagos  when  men  and  women  are  strong  and  in  their  own  opinion 
well.  We  w  anted  to  get  the  headman  I  referred  to  just  now,  whose  family 
is  affected,  to  consent  to  go  to  Emjanyana,  and  we  olfered  hiin  a  position  as 
native  superinlend^'nt ;  he  would  have  been  practically  a  constable  there 
under  Dr.  "W'eir'.s  direction.  He  said  he  would  go  provided  his  people  were 
allowed  to  go  with  him  ;  but  that  of  course  would  destroy  the  whole  thing. 
He  would  n(.'t  cf-nseut  however  to  go  otherwise. 

332.  Who  is  in  medical  charge  of  the  leper  institution  at  Emjanyana? — 
Dr.  Weir. 

333.  Do  you  think  the  natives  have  been  conversant  with  leprosy  for  a 
long  time  ? — As  far  back  as  the  traditions  of  the  Bantu  go ;  there  is  no  doubt 
that  their  ancestors  knew  of  it. 

334.  Do  you  think  it  existed  before  the  Europeans  came  ? — Yes  ;  they 
have  not  got  it  from  the  Europeans. 

335.  Do  you  think  it  has  increased  ? — I  have  given  the  reason  why  I 
do  not  think  it  has  increased  relatively  to  the  population. 

336.  Does  not  Dr.  Livingstone  ref(;r  to  leprosy  among  the  Bechuanas  ? 
— I  have  read  all  his  writings,  but  I  do  not  remember  any  such  reference. 

337.  Is  leprosy  equally  common  among  the  different  races  of  natives, 
the  Hottentots,  Bechuanas  and  the  true  Kafirs  ? — I  have  made  some  enqui- 
ries about  the  Hottentots,  and  I  got  from  some  Kat  liiver  people  the  infer- 
maiiun  that  they  had  tilways  known  the  disease,  but  as  you  are  aware,  the 
Hotteiitot  in  the  Colony  has  rather  lost  the  tradition^  of  his  ancestors.  He 
speaks  Dutch,  and  has  pretty  well  lost  any  knowledge  of  events  before  the 
time  he  became  connected  with  European  people.  You  can,  however,  get  at 
them  in  this  way  :  they  continue  their  folklore,  which  is  still  in  existence, 
and  I  believe  in  that  you  come  across  diseases  of  which  probably  leprosy  is  one. 
sii)  probably,  I  cannot  speak  with  absolute  certainty. 

338.  Might  they  not  confuse  syphilis  with  leprosy  ? — Thai  id  possible, 
but  then  the  question  arises  as  to  whethtr  syphilis  was  known  to  them  before 
their  contact  with  Europeans.  I  doubt  very  much  whether  it  was.  I  know 
that  in  the  earlier  records  you  do  not  come  across  anything  concerning  leprosy 
until  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  but  you  do  come  across  observations 
to  tlie  effect  that  the  natives  are  on  the  whole  a  very  healthy  people,  and 
tliere  is  no  doubt  that  if  syphilis  had  been  among  them  before  the  intro- 
dv;ction  of  Europeans,  it  w^ould  have  spread  pretty  largely. 

331).  1  notice  in  a  report  from  the  Cape  Colony  to  the  College  of 
Physicians  in  1860,  it  is  stated  that  the  disease  was  exceedingly  common 
among  the  Hottentots  ? — From  ray  own  enquiries,  which  are  only  made  for 
historical  purposes,  I  have  not  traced  anything  of  that  kind.  I  did  not  go 
very  deeply  into  the  matter,  but  i  came  to  the  conclusion  that  leprosy  was 
not  so  prevalent  among  the  Hottentots  as  it  is  among  the  ISautu. 

340.  Do  the  Bantu  include  all  the  Zulus  and  Kafirs  ?  —The  black  people 
as  distinguished  from  the  Hottentots  and  bushmen, 

341.  Can  you  from  any  of  the  records  say  wliuther  leprosy  sometimes 
attacks  certain  classes  in  South  Africa  more  than  others,  or  is  ?nore  prevalent 
in  certain  localities? — -I  asked  the  queistion  about  certain  localities,  and  was 
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told  t!;iit  there  are  localities  in  South  Africa  free  from  leprosy.  The  Pondos 
say  t  i 't  leprosy  came  into  their  country  through  people  who  had  moved  in 
from  i  !:e  Cttlony,  and  I  think  very  possibly  that  is  true. 

;M2.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  trace  out  any  such  special  out- 
break ':'  -I  do  not  think  so. 

o  t  ].  Can  any  records  be  obtained  in  regard  to  leprosy  in  Pondoland  ? 
— I  do  not  think  so.  I  doubt  if  there  is  auyihing  in  print  about  it.  It  is 
only  within  the  last  few  years  that  this  has  become  a  prominent  subject. 

344.  Must  there  not  be  a  good  many  circumstances  within  the  memory 
of  living  men  ?  You  might  be  able  to  get  old  people  together  in  Kafirland 
who  Avould  be  able  to  give  you  information  about  the  matter.  1  remember 
being  struck  with  the  observation  that  the  disease  had  gone  into  Pondoland 
because  it  is  sometimes  supposed  in  the  Colony,  I  do  not  know  on  what  grounds 
to  be  more  common  among  fishing  people  than  others,  and  the  Kafirs  are  not 
a  fish  eating  people,  they  will  not  touch  fish  at  all. 

345.  To  what  special  influence  do  the  natives  attribute  the  occurence  of 
leprosy  ?— None  that  I  know  of. 

346.  Are  their  hygienic  surroundings,  dirt,  and  other  things  equal  ? — 
I  think  so.  I  suppose  they  would  say  it  was  caused  by  witchcraft.  That 
would  be  their  answer.  If  you  asked  about  any  particular  individual  who 
was  a  leper,  they  would  say  witchcraft  did  it. 

347.  From  your  own  experience  are  there  any  particular  influences  that 
you  could  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Commission  likely  to  account  for  the 
occurrance  or  spread  of  leprosy  among  the  natives  ? — I  have  seen  a  great 
many  lepers  in  Kafirland,  and  they  all  live  just  the  same  as  others. 

348.  Do  they  isolate  cases  of  leprosy  when  they  occur  among  themselves  ? 
— No,  they  do  not. 

349.  Are  they  afraid  of  contagion  ? — In  the  olden  times  a  leper  would 
be  tolerated  until  the  disease  had  got  to  a  certain  stage,  and  then  the  leper 
would  disappear,  in  just  the  same  way  that  a  cripple  would  bo  tolerated  for 
a  certain  time,  but  if  it  was  found  that  the  disease  was  chronic  and  there  was 
no  chance  of  any  improvement  and  the  individual  was  likely  to  be  a  burden 
on  his  family  or  the  community,  he  would  disappear.  That  was  the  ordinary 
course  of  things  in  the  olden  times.  Now,  under  European  law  it  is  different 
and  it  is  on  account,  I  take  it,  that  there  are  apparently  more  lepers  now  in 
Kafirhmd  relatively  to  the  whole  number  of  the  people  than  there  were  fifty 
yein\s  ago. 

000.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Do  you  think  the  natives  are  getting  afraid  ot 
Irp; osy  ? — I  cannot  tell. 

001.  Dr.  Herman.j  Do  the  lepers  intermarry  among  themselves  ? — Yes. 
3  32.  And  have  they  families  ? — Yes. 

r'ioS.  Is  there  no  special  native  law  dealing  with  them  ? — There  is 
not  liiiig  to  prevent  their  marrjdng.  A  native  docs  not  select  his  wife  him- 
self, !iis  parents  or  guardians  select  her  for  him,  and  they  make  the  arrange- 
menls  as  to  the  dowry, 

354.  Chairman.^  Are  marriages  of  consanguinity  contracted  among 
Kafirs  ? — No  ;  not  among  those  of  the  coast.  They  look  Avith  ^'ery  great 
horror  upon  that.  They  must  not,  marry  as  far  as  they  can  trace  any  rela- 
tionship ;  indeed  they  cunnot  marry  where  the  surname  is  the  same.  But  in 
Basutoland  you  find  it  is  almost  invariably  the  case  that  a  man  marries  his 
first  cousin. 

355.  Dr.  Herman.^  What  do  these  natives  live  on  ? — Chiefly  millet, 
maize,  imd  fermented  milk,  which  is  a  most  excellent  drink  in  hot  weather. 

356.  You  say  that  they  eat  no  fish  ;  do  they  eat  any  animal  food  ? — 
They  oat  animal  food  at  their  feasts,  but  they  do  not  us3  it  in  the  way  that 
Europeans  do  every  day. 

oi)/.  Do  they  eat  putrid  animal  food  like  the  Hottentots  are  said  to 
do? — I  lio  not  know  that  the  Kafirs  would.     They  can  eat  animal  food 
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itf.  which  IS  very  high,  and  they  rather  enjoy  it,  but  as  a  rule  they  do  not  allow 
G.  M^T/im!.  their  food  to  become  putrid.  At  a  wedding  perhaps  some  cattle  would  be 
Feb.  7th,  1894.  brought  up  and  slaughtered,  and  within  a  couple  of  hours  or  so  the  whole  of 
it  would  be  consumed  ;  it  has  not  time  to  become  putrid.  Whenever  a  Kafir 
kills  an  animal,  everybody  around  knows  about  it,  and  they  come  as  a  matter 
of  course  and  partake  of  it  as  long  as  it  lasts ;  their  tables  are  free  to 
everybody. 

368.  As  a  rule  are  these  people  well  circumstanced,  not  in  a  condition 
of  poverty  or  subject  to  famine? — Sometimes  when  there  is  a  drought  and 
the  crops  fail,  they  are  liable  to  famine. 

369.  Is  that  frequent  ? — It  is  not  very  frequent,  but  there  have  been 
instances  of  famine.  In  1877,  for  instance,  when  for  years  there  had  not 
been  any  seasonable  rains  on  the  frontier,  the  Kafirs  were  absolutely  without 
any  grain,  and  there  was  a  very  severe  famine.  There  were  very  naany 
deaths,  and  the  people  took  to  living  on  roots  and  so  on.  I  had  some  3000 
or  4000  people  under  me  towards  the  close  of  1877,  and  so  far  as  I  could 
find  out  they  did  not  know  where  the  next  day's  food  was  going  to  come 
from.  They  even  ate  the  soft  pulp  of  some  of  the  trees,  which  were  all 
destroyed. 

360.  Dr.  Greathead.']  As  a  rule,  I  suppose  these  people  would  be  sup- 
posed to  lead  a  healthy  sort  of  existence,  would  they  not  ? — Yes.  Many  of  the 
Kafirs  whom  I  refer  to,  and  who  were  just  skin  and  bone,  recovered  as  soon  as 
they  got  food,  and  sustained  no  evil  effects  such  as  Europeans  would  have  done 
under  a  similar  state  of  things. 

361.  Dr.  Dodds."]  "Was  there  not  a  great  famine  some  30  or  40  years  ago, 
when  the  Kafirs  killed  nearly  all  their  cattle  ? — Yes. 

362.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  leprosy  increased  very  much  after  that. 
Is  that  so  ? — I  never  heard  of  it  before. 

363.  Dr.  Herman.']  In  your  opinion  have  these  periodical  famines  and 
droughts  any  influence  upon  the  occurrence  of  leprosy  ? — No.  I  have  never 
connected  the  two  things  in  any  way  at  all,  nor  have  I  heard  of  any  one  else 
doing  it. 

364.  Chairman.]  You  say  that  these  people  recover  well  ? — Yes;  when 
they  get  food.  Thev  do  not  contract  disease  from  famine  as  Europeans  would 
do. 

366.  Dr.  Herman.]  You  appear  to  take  great  interest  in  the  subject,  and 
have  evidently  studied  it  very  carefully ;  have  you  drawn  any  conclusions 
Avith  regard  to  the  cause  of  leprosy  or  in  regard  to  its  contagiousness  ? — I  have 
not  taken  any  special  interest  in  the  subject.  I  have  merely  made  cjiquiries 
for  historical  purposes.  I  have  not  had  the  time  to  go  beyond  that  <  ven  if  I 
had  wished  to  do  so.  I  have  endeavoured  to  confine  myself  to  one  thing,  and  do 
that  as  well  as  possible.  Mr.  Leibbrandt  will  possibly  be  better  able  to  give  you 
information  regarding  the  archives.  The  first  eases  I  came  across  were  about 
the  middle  of  the  last  century,  when  Eyk  Tulbagh  was  Governor,  and  a 
medical  commission  was  appointed  to  examine  them. 

366.  Dr.  Dodds.]  "What  cases  occured  between  that  time  and  the  establish- 
ment of  Hemel  en  Aarde '? — I  do  not  remember  any  cases  at  all,  except  the 
case  of  the  girl  I  have  referred  to,  whom  someone  wanted  to  marry.  I 
do  not  remember  having  come  across  another  case,  but  I  may  have  done  so, 
and  taken  no  notice  of  them  at  all,  since  I  had  got  all  that  I  wanted  for 
historical  purposes. 

367.  Dr.  Hofrnan.]  You  have  spoken  of  cases  of  leprosy  at  Groot 
Drakenstein  ;  are  you  able  from  the  archives  of  the  Colony  to  follow  the 
course  of  leprosy  since  then,  and  say  whether  it  spread  in  the  district  itself ; 
whether  the  lepers  found  there  were  a  focus  for  spreading  the  disease; 
whether  it  became  lost  altogether,  or  whether  any  member  of  the  family  or 
families  effected  at  that  time  ever  got  the  disease  ?  Is  there  no  chance  of 
tracing  the  disease  in  the  district?— I  think  there  would  be.    I  did  not  go 
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into  the  matter  myself.    I  merely  came  across  the  fact  in  the  archives  that  Mr. 

three  individuals  were  suspected  of  being  lepers,  and  that  a  medical  commis-  M:.neaL 

sion  was  appointed,  which  pronounced  them  to  be  lepers.    I  do  not,  as  I  have    Feb.  7th,  i89i. 

said  already,  wish  to  mention  the  names  of  the  individuals.    All  that  I  did  in 

the  matter  after  that  was  to  make  some  enquiries  privately,  but  I  did  not  give 

my  reasons  for  asking  questions.    From  all  the  information  I  could  gather, 

these  families  are  at  present  perfectly  free  from  leprosy.    When  I  asked 

questions  concerning  these  particular  families,  I  took  good  care  not  to  let 

people  know  what  I  wanted  the  information  for  at  all;  it  was  a  matter  of 

curiosity  with  me  to  tiy  and  ascertain  whether  leprosy  had  been  hereditary 

in  these  families. 

368.  Chairman.']  Are  there  any  records  showing  in  what  way  the 
diagnosis  of  the  disease  was  arrived  at  as  regards  these  families  ? — I  do 
not  remember,  but  Mr.  Liebbrandt  I  dare  say  would  be  able  to  tell  you  any 
particulars. 

369.  Dr.  Ho f man.']  Could  he  mention  the  names  also.'' — Yes;  but  I 
should  hope  he  would  not  mention  any  particular  names. 

370.  Is  there  anything  like  a  comparative  record  of  the  number  of 
lepers  25  years  ago  and  at  the  present  time  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

371.  You  spoke  of  the  Kafirs  eating  meat ;   is  it  not  an  acknowledged 
fact  that  Kafirs  eat  diseased  cattle  and  sheep  ? — Yes  they  do. 

872.  Would  a  Kafir  prefer  to  kill  a  diseased  animal  to  a  sound  one  for 
the  purposes  of  food  ? — Yes ;  in  that  way  they  would  eat  diseased  food 
certainly. 

373.  Dr.  Herman.]  Is  not  leprosy  supposed  to  be  exceedingly  common 
in  Egypt ;  can  you  trace  any  connection  between  leprosy  in  Egypt  and  that 
occurring  among  the  Kafir  tribes  in  South  Africa  ?— I  do  not  think  so. 

374.  Does  the  disease  occur  in  Central  Africa  af  all  ? — I  do  not  know. 
I  have  no  knowledge  whatever. 

375.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Can  you  suggest  any  books  or  any  sources  of  informa- 
tion regarding  leprosy  among  the  native  tribes  ? — It  might  be  mentioned  in 
books  of  travel.  It  just  occurs  to  me  that  a  chief  of  some  importance  died  of 
leprosy  in  Central  Africa  some  years  ago. 

376.  Dr.  Herman.]  Cdin  J ou  assist  the  Commission  in  any  way  in 
endeavouring  to  glean  such  information  ? — I  am  afraid  not.  I  would  not 
know  where  to  go  to  get  information  on  the  subject,  because  leprosy  in  South 
Africa  at  all  events  has  only  become  a  prominent  subject  within  the  last  year 
or  two.  The  old  books  of  travel  would  not  be  likely  to  give  particulars  of  it, 
and  I  do  not  remember  in  any  Portuguese  books  1  have  studied  having  seen 
any  mention  made  of  it. 

377.  How  do  you  think  leprosy  reached  the  South  African  natives  ? — I 
cannot  tell  you. 

378.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Who  was  the  chief  you  referred  to  who  died  in  Central 
Africa  ?— The  chief  of  the  Makalolo,  who  lived  on  one  of  the  tributaries  of 
the  Zambezi. 

379.  Dr.  Greathead.]  You  mentioned  the  case  of  Masakala,  was  he 
declared  to  be  a  leper  by  a  properly  qualified  medical  man  ? — He  was 
reported  to  us  as  a  leper  by  the  magistrate  of  his  district. 

380.  You  do  not  know  whether  any  medical  man  saw  him  ? — I  do  not 
know  whether  any  medical  man  examined  or  treated  him. 

381.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Did  Dr.  Soga  see  him  ? — I  do  not  think  so  ;  he  would 
be  a  considerable  distance  away. 

382.  Dr.  Herman.]  Would  the  fact  of  there  not  being  any  proper 
segegration  of  natives  in  the  native  territories  endanger  the  carrying  out  of 
segregation  in  the  Colony  itself? — There  is  constant  communication  between 
the  Kafirs  on  this  side  of  the  Kei  and  those  on  the  other  side,  and  if  you 
were  to  segregate  those  on  this  side  and  not  those  on  the  other  side,  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  very  much  use,  because  they  would  still  come  in  contact 
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Q  M^xheaj      ^^^^        other.    It  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  segregate  as  sooc 
~  as  they  can,  hut  we  have  to  act  with  caution.    You  cannot  send  a  large  army 

Feb.  7th,  1894.    across  the  Kei  and  issue  an  order  summarily. 

383.  But  you  would  recommend  segregation  for  the  natives  would  jou 
not  ?— Yes. 

384.  Would  the  removal  of  a  chief  from  his  people  such  as  you  have 
referred  to.  need  a  special  modification  of  any  segregation  Act  ? — No. 

385.  Would  you  separate  him  entirely  from  his  people  ? — He  would 
have  to  be  separated  entirely. 

386.  Would  that  lead  to  any  serious  complication  ?~You  could  not  do 
it  except  by  force,  unless  the  people  were  Thoroughly  well  educated.  The 
chief  Masakala  was  a  paid  headman  of  (he  Government  and  he  was  reported 
to  be  a  leper.  The  Government  then  said,  that  being  so,  he  could  not  carry 
out  the  duties  of  headman,  and  some  one  else  must  be  got  in  his  place,  and 
another  man  was  appointed,  and  he  was  offered  instead  the  supervision  of 
the  Emjanyana  asylum  ;  he  was  to  be  a  kind  of  policeman  there.  Upon  that 
he  declared  that  he  was  not  a  leper,  but  that  if  all  his  people  were  allowed  to 
go  with  him  he  would  go.  Of  course  that  could  not  be  allowed.  '  He  then 
demanded  that  he  be  proved  to  be  a  leper,  and  the  district  surgeon  was  sent 
down  to  examine  him  and  his  family.  It  was  reported  that  he  himself 
personally  shewed  no  signs  of  leprosy,  but  individual  members  of  his  family 
did,  and  some  were  far  gone.  'I'his  was  a  difficult  case  for  us  to  deal  with 
and  we  then  told  him  how  mucli  better  it  would  be  for  his  diseased  relatives, 
to  be  provided  for  by  the  Government  and  pointed  out  the  advantages  to  him, 
but  they  do  not  like  to  be  parted  from  their  friends  and  relatives.  I  suppose 
it  would  be  the  same  thing  among  Europeans  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the 
disease. 

387.  Chair7nan.~\  What  are  the  reasons  in  your  mind  for  favouring  segrega- 
tion ? — I  would  favour  it  as  an  experiment  or  trial ;  I  do  not  know  any  thing 
at  all  about  leprosy  personally.  I  do  not  kno.v  how  it  is  caused,  whether  it 
is  hereditary  or  whether  it  is  contagious,  or  anything  at  all  about  it,  but  it  is 
such  a  terrible  disease  and  it  is  assuming  such  proportions  now  in  South 
Africa,  that  I  think  the  experiment  of  segregation  should  be  tried,  because 
if  it  is  contagious,  that  is  the  only  way  of  meeting  it.  After  some  little  time 
the  experiment  would  prove  one  thing  or  the  other.  That  is  the  only  reason 
why  I  am  in  favour  of  segregation,  but  it  is  only  just  my  own  opinion. 


The  Rev.  Hcndrik  C.  V.  Leibhrnnclt  examined. 

388.  Chairman.~\  You  are  keeper  of  the  colonial  archives  ?—  I  am. 

389.  Can  you  give  the  Comjnission  any  information  concerning-  the 
early  history  of  leprosy  in  this  Colony  or  in  South  Africa  generally  ? — Some 
ten  years  ago  ]  gave  the  Cape  Times  newspaper  a  summary  of  my  re- 
searches, and  that  was  publislied.  It  conisisted  of  three  parts,  first  the 
arrangements  which  were  made  under  the  Statutes  of  India  [see  aj^pendix) 
for  the  care  of  lepers,  and  which,  I  believe,  still  form  part  of  our  colonial 
law  ;  then  I  pointed  out  what  was  done  in  the  Netherlands:,  and  I  gave 
copious  extracts  fi-om  the  Netherlands'  placcaten  collected  by  Cornells  Can  in 
1658  (the  Groot  Placcaat  Boelc.  See  appendix),  and  finally  1  gave  the  first 
cases  of  leprosy  as  they  are  reported  in  the  archives  as  follows  :  — 

Resolution  of  Council  of  Policy^  olst  May,  1756. 

To  Governor  Ryk  Tulbagh  and  the  Political  Council — "  It  has  often 
appeared  to  us  that  some  persons  in  some  households  in  thecountiy  herr  h;tve 
begun  to  show  such  outward  signs  as  to  cause  us  to  dread,  that  possibl  ',  tiicy 
may  be  affected  with  leprosy,  and  therefore  wi^  have  considered  it  our  duty 
in  consequence  of  the  very  great  danger  which  the  contagiousness  of  this 
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disease,  if  allowed  inperceptibly  to  grow,  would  cause  the  inhabitants  oE  this 
land,  to  order  the  surgeons  practising  in  the  country,  Wynand  Louw  and 
Willem  Ferdinand  Hoyer,  most  carefully  to  examine  such  persons  as  are 
suspected  of  being  afflicted  with  the  above  mentioned  contagious  disease,  that  if 
any  of  them  shall  be  found  so  afflicted,  they  may  be  able  to  report  to  your 
Honour  and  honourable  counsellors.  But  as  the  surgeons  mentioned  have 
notified  to  us  that  for  weighty  reasons  they  scruple  to  make  the  inspection, 
we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  inform  you  of  these  matters,  with  the  humble 
request  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  appoint  one  or  more  capable  surgeons  to 
act  with  them  that  the  examination  may  take  place  with  more  satisfaction." 
(Signed  by)  A.  van  Schoor,  Jobs.  Louw,  As,  Brink,  J.  v  d  Spuy,  Ju.  do 
Villiers.-  [In  the  margin]  In  tlie  Council  of  Landdrost  and  Heemiadoii, 
of  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein,  10th  May,  1756. 

The  Council  resolves  to  commission  with  the  surgeons  mentioned  the 
second  chief  surgeon  of  this  Government,  Jan  van  der  Riet,  and  the  burgher 
practitioner  here  at  the  Cape,  Honoratus  Maynier,  who  are  to  be  provided 
with  proper  authority  for  the  purpose. 

(Minutes  signed  by)  Ryk  Tulbagh,  H.  Swellengrebel,  P.  v  Eeede  van 
Oudtshoorn,  J.  Meinertzhagen,  AUeman,  N.  Heyning,  C.  Brand,  Corns 
Elers,  F.  du  Grand  Preez,  and  0.  Bergh,  Sec. 

Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein  at  that  time  farmed  one  district  under  the 
administration  of  a  Board  of  Landdrost  and  Oeemraden,  the  Drostdy  being 
situated  at  Stellenbosch.  Upon  receipt  of  the  communication  from  Stellenbosch, 
the  Council  of  Policy  on  the  31st  May,  1757,  decided  as  already  mentioned, 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  surgeons  to  make  enquiry,  whose  report  was  sub- 
mitted on  the  20th  July,  1756,  and  is  as  follows — together  with  the  subse- 
quent proceeding  of  the  Council. 

Report  of  the  Surgeons — See  resolution  of  20th  Juli/,  1756. 

Report  of  the  surgeons.  Resolutions  20th  July,  1756  : — That  in  accor- 
dance with  the  Commission  dated  31st  May  last,  they  had  been  ordered  to 
examine  the  persons  reported  to  them  as  showing  signs  of  leprosy,  and  to 
report  circumstantially  the  results  in  writing.  That  they  had  examined  all 
who  were  even  in  the  slightest  degree  suspected  of  being  affected  with  leprosy 
but  only  found  three  persons  affected  with  that  disease,  viz.  :  — 

1.  In  the  family  of  the  farmer  John  M.,  residing  in  the  so-called 
"  French  Hoek,"  we  found  the  said  J.M.  afflicted  in  the  worst  form,  and 
entirely  incurable.  According  to  his  own  confession,  he  has  had  the  disease 
18  years  and  uadergone  the  mercurial  treatment  twice  without  effect.  His 
family  consists  of  his  wife,  4  daughters,  and  2  sons,  who  were  all  most  care- 
fully examined  by  us.  They  were  all  together  found  to  be  in  perfect  good 
health,  and  without  the  least  signs  of  the  disease  mentioned,  excepting  the 
eldest  daughter  who  had  taken  the  greatest  share  in  nursing  her  father,  and 
is  showing  already  indubitable  symptoms  of  the  disease.  However,  as  she 
is  still  young,  and  the  disease  does  not  yet  appear  to  have  gained  the  upper 
hand,  she  may  stand  a  chance  of  being  cured,  and  therefore  the  undersigned 
have  together  consulted  to  provide  her  with  the  best  means  for  her  recovery. 

[Note. — I  find  in  the  report  of  the  following  year  that  on  inspection  the 
girl  mentioned  had  become  worse,  and  unfortunately  also  was  expected  soon 
to  become  a  mother.  The  Council  ordered  the  reputed  father  to  be  sent  to 
Batavia,  and  the  child  as  soon  as  it  was  born,  at  once  to  be  taken  away  from 
the  mother  and  nursed  elsewhere,  to  save  it  if  possible  from  the  ravages  of 
this  frightful  disease.] 

2.  In  the  family  of  the  farmer,  James  M.,  in  the  Wagonmaker's  Valley, 
J.  M.,  who  is  suffering  only  nine  years  from  the  disease  is,  however,  already 
so  bad  that  the  extremities  of  his  fingers  and  toes  are  mortified,  so  that  he  is 
entirely  incurable.  However,  his  wife,  4  sons,  and  3  daughters  do  not  show 
the  least  signs  of  leprosy. 

[G.  10— '94.]  f 
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H  c  ^^^LMrax  u  appeared  to  the  undersigned  that  the  above  mentioned  two 

'  ■  J.  M.'s,  after  having  become  diseased,  became  the  father  of  many  children  by 

Feb.  7tii,  1894.  ^]^gjj.  ^viyggj  and  the  undersigned  have  consequently  reason  to  be  more  afraid 
for  these  childieu  than  for  tlie  others,  they  would  respectfully  submit  that  a 
careful  eye  should  from  time  to  time  be  kept  on  these  cliildren,  so  that  if  any 
sign  of  the  disease  should  show  itself  on  them,  the  necessary  steps  might  be 
taken  in  time. 

The  undersigned  also  wish  to  commun  icate  that  the  wives  of  the  two 
J.  M.'s^  have  most  urgently  requested  to  represent  to  you  that  they  are  justi- 
fied in  concluding  that  in  accordance  with  your  customary  fatherly  prudence 
you  will  be  sure  to  adopt  some  measures  for  the  general  interest,  but  also 
that  they  expected  from  your  kindness,  and  humbly  prayed  that  you  may 
direct  them  in  such  a  way  that  it  may  not  be  made  impossible  for  them  to 
sell  the  little  produce  raised  by  them  on  their  farms,  that  the  latter  may  not 
become  valueless,  and  they  with  their  large  families  be  reduced  to  greater 
poverty  than  what  they  are  suffering  now.  (Signed  by  the  surgeons  mentioned 
above,  15th  July,  1756.) 

Resolution  of  the  Council. 

Resolved  to  forward  this  report  to  the  Landdrost  and  Heemraden  of 
Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein,  with  orders  to  advise  the  Council  concerning 
the  best  means,  in  their  opinion,  to  be  adopted,  in  order  to  prevent  the  con- 
tagious disease  mentioned  from  infecting  other  inhabitants;  and  to  do  so 
without  pressing  too  heavily  on  the  still  healthy  members  of  the  unfortunate 
families. 

Report  of  the  Landdrost  and  Heemraden  of  Stellenbosch  and.  DraJcenstein. 
See  Resolutions^  24th  August,  1756. 

"  We  have  the  honour  most  obediently  to  report  that  in  our  opinion  the 
surest  method  would  be  that  the  persons  proved  to  be  leprous  should  be  en- 
tirely separated  from  intercourse  with  healthy  people.  But  there  is  some  diffi- 
culty in  this  course,  as  regards  the  hitherto  healthy  members  of  the  families, 
and  therefore  we  would  suggest  for  the  present  to  recommend  the  families 
found  to  be  affected  with  leprosy  to  know  their  own  duty  in  this  matter,  and 
to  refrtdn  from  such  intercourse  by  which  others  may  be  infected  ;  and  further 
by  affixing  notices,  to  inform  all  the  inhabitants  in  what  families  the  disease 
has  to  a  certainty  been  hitherto  discovered ;  and  further  that  as  from  time  to 
time  it  has  been  observed  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  have  no,  or  a  very  poor 
idea  of  i  his  disease,  and  even  a  poorer  one  of  its  dangerous  and  contagious  charac- 
ter, to  warn  them  at  the  same  time,  that  every  one  should  most  carefully  beware 
of  those  families,  which  living  in  the  country,  and  at  a  distance  from  other 
people,  could  easily  be  nvoided,  and  not  as  it  were  purposely  to  expose  them- 
selves to  the  most  dreadful  results  which  it  would  be  useless  afterwards  to 
regret,  &c."  (Signed  by  A.  Yan  Schoor,  Jobs.  Louw,  Jobs.  My  burgh,  1). 
Malan,  S.  Grove,  As.  Brink,  Js.  Van  der  Spuy,  H.  E.  Blanckenberg,  J.  D. 
Villiers  (in  the  margin).  In  the  meeting  of  Landdrost  and  Heemraden  of 
Stellenbosch,  16th  August,  1756. 

Resolution  of  the  Council. 

Eesolved  to  adopt  the  means  proposed  to  prevent  the  further  progress  of 
lepri^sy,  and  to  order  the  Landdrost  and  Heemraden  of  Stellenbosch  by  letter 
to  command  tiiose  afflicted  with  the  disease  mentioned  most  strictly  to  abstain 
from  all  intercourse  with  other  healthy  people,  and  by  affixing  notices  to 
acquaint  every  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts  mentioned,  that  the 
before-mentioned  most  contagious  disease  has  most  certainly  been  discovered  in 
the  two  families  mentioned,  and  that  tyeryoue  is  accordingly  recommended  most 
carefully  to  keep  aloof  from  them.  The  Landdrost  and  Heemraden  are  like- 
wise to  be  informed  by  letter  that  whereas  it  is  expected  that  the  families 
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mentioned  must  in  consequence  of  the  measures  adopted,  necessarily  be  ^ 
plunged  into  extreme  poverty,  they  are  in  that  case  to  provide  for  the  main- 
tenance of  these  unfortunates,  as  their  condition  requires.     (Signed  by) 
E.  Tulbagh,  H.  Swellengrebel,  P.  Eeede  van  Oudtshoorn,  J.  Meinertz  Lange, 
Alleman,  Ns.  Heyning,  Corns  Eelders,  and  0.  Bergh,  secietary. 

390.  Those  records  show  that  at  that  time  there  were  certain  precautious 
taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  leprosy  ? — Yes.  If  you  refer  to  the  Statutes 
of  India  you  will  find  that  there  was  an  island  called  Purmerend,  off  Batavia, 
where  all  lepers  were  located,  that  is  to  say,  all  those  who  could  not  take  care 
of  themselves.  The  better  class  were  allowed  to  live  at  home,  but  in  such  a 
way  that  they  were  not  supposed  to  have  any  communication  with  the  outside 
world;  they  were  virtually  segregated,  though  not  removed,  from  their 
private  residences. 

391.  Is  there  anything  in  the  early  records  to  show  that  leprosy  came 
from  without  or  from  within  the  Colony  ? — In  the  ordinance  promulgated  by 
Lord  Charles  Somerset,  on  the  11th  February,  1817,  it  is  mentioned  that 
"  Leprosy  has  of  late  years  considerably  increased  within  the  Settlement,  and 
that  only  in  the  district  of  Swellendam  there  was  any  retreat  provided  for 
the  unfortunate  sufPerers,  that  the  idea  was  gaining  ground,  though  con- 
sidered by  the  most  learned  of  the  medical  profession  to  be  erroneous,  that 
the  disorder  was  contagious,  and  that  consequently  the  distressed  sufferers 
were  frequently  left  in  a  state  of  abandonment,  and  that  therefore  it  was 
expedient  to  allot  to  Hottentots,  free  blacks,  and  slaves,  labouring  under 
this  evil,  a  healthy  and  airy  spot  to  retire  to,  where  they  might  receive  such 
aid  as  they  required."  This  spot  was  Hemel  en  Aarde,  in  the  Caledon 
district.  The  ordinance  mentions  Hottentots,  bastards,  free  blacks  and 
slaves,  and  Dr.  Laing  in  a  question  Ko.  1009,  put  to  Eev.  Kuster,  in  the 
evidence  taken  before  the  Eobben  Island  Commission  in  1862,  says  "they 
are  mostly  Hottentots  who  are  lepers." 

3;'2.  Is  there  any  record  connecting  the  disease  in  that  district  with 
leprosy'  at  the  present  date,  so  that  we  might  see  whether  there  has  been  any 
spread  from  any  one  given  point  ? — I  would  draw  attention  to  this  fact,  that 
we  do  not  know  how  much  leprosy  and  other  diseases  existing  among  the 
people  of  the  East,  were  from  time  to  time  imported  into  South  Africa.  The 
archives  tell  us  that  large  numbers  of  slaves  were  annually  imported  from 
Madagascar,  the  coast  of  Coromaudel,  Batavia  and  other  parts  of  the  Archi- 
pelago, mostly  all  places  where  leprosy  was  known  to  exist  and  thrive.  The 
free  blacks  and  slaves,  wore  all  either  importe  1,  or  descendants  of  those 
imported  from  the  East. 

393.  Were  those  slaves  distributed  throughout  the  Colony? — Yes,  and 
inost  probably  the  disease  was  brought  in  that  way  among  the  Hottentots 
and  other  aborigines,  among  whom  many  of  the  fugitive  slaves  found  a  home. 

394.  Dr.  Herman.  Is  there  anything  to  show  that  these  slaves  brought 
leprosy  here  and  spread  it  among  the  people  of  this  country? — The  only 
personal  evidence  I  can  adduce  is,  that  when  I  was  a  youngster  I  have 
myself  seen  old  imported  slaves  afflicted  with  leprosy.  Moreover  the  ordin- 
ance of  1817  would  lead  me  to  that  conclusion. 

395.  Is  there  any  distinct  evidence  to  prove  that  any  lepers  were  brought 
here  from  other  countries  ? — They  would  never  import  lepers ;  they  would 
become  lepers  here.  They  might  have  the  disease  in  an  undeveloped 
stage  when  imported,  and  would  have  become  leprous  here  just  as  the  case 
would  have  been  if  they  had  been  left  at  home. 

396.  Dr.  Hoffman.  What  is  the  earliest  record  we  have  of  leprosy 
among  the  Hottentots ;  in  the  time  of  Lord  Charles  Somerset  ?— Yes,  the 
preamble  of  the  ordinance  tpeaks  of  a  considerable  increase  of  leprosy  of 
late  yeai-s  within  the  settlement.    That  is  dated  February  11,  1817. 

397  Dr.  Dodds.  Is  there  nothing  between  1766  and  that  date? — No; 
except  renewals  and  modifications  of  the  statutes  of  India.    The  people 
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h  c  ]^7e,hhiandi  Seemed  to  have  looked  upon  the  disease  as  non-contagious  and  with  the 
same  indifference  with  which  the  Asiatic  regarded  it,  and  by  no  means 
with  the  horror  evinced  by  the  European. 

398.  D?'  Hoffman.  Is  there  nothing  in  the  old  Dutch  archives  about 
leprosy  in  the  Colony  among  the  Hottentots  ?— IN' oth in g  in  the  old  archives 
of  the  Dutch  period.  The  first  mention  occurs  in  the  ordinance  of  1817. 
Eegarding  the  intercourse  of  the  slaves  with  the  Hottentots,  I  find  that 
as  early  as  1696  slaves  were  being  harboured  by  the  Grigriqua  tribe  and 
that  steps  were  taken  to  recapture  them;  that  in  1721  the  Government's 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  cohabitation  of  slaves  with  Hottentot  women  ; 
in  1756  their  abandoned  and  dissipated  lives  urged  the  Government  to  place 
these  women  under  strict  control,  for  being  syphilitic  they  were  a  source  of 
danger  to  the  soldiers,  sailors,  and  the  public.  They  were  always  sent  to  the 
old  slave  lodge  to  be  cured.  In  1755  a  large  number  of  fugitive  slaves 
were  among  the  Kafirs,  and  a  man  named  Jacob  Joubert  was  allowed  by 
the  Government  to  go  and  capture  them.  He  was  to  receive  Eds.  25  for 
every  one  brought  back. 

399.  Dr.  Herman.l^  Is  there  any  record  to  prove  that  leprosy  occurred 
among  the  slaves  who  were  imported  ? — No,  but  I  know  of  cases  of  leprosy 
among  the  older  slaves. 

400.  Is  there  any  record  to  show  that  there  was  any  outbreak  of  leprosy 
among  the  slaves,  on  any  of  the  large  estates  here  ? — No,  but  in  the  time  of  the 
Van  der  Stels  there  was  a  disease  among  the  slaves,  and  they  died  off  very 
rapidly.  Nobody  knew  what  it  was.  A  very  large  proportion  died,  so  that 
others  had  to  be  imported.  The  food  given  them  seems  to  have  been  very  infe- 
rior, and  in  the  long  run  could  not  be  very  healthy. 

401.  I  suppose  some  of  the  slave-owners  had  a  large  number  of  slaves, 
had  they  not  ? — Yes. 

402.  Is  there  any  record  to  show  that  among  them  there  were  any 
lepers  at  all.  Is  it  not  likely  that  if  three  cases  were  noted  like  those  at 
Drakenstein  as  early  as  the  year  1766,  any  cases  among  the  slaves  must 
have  been  noted  also  ? — They  would  hardly  make  a  Government  enquiry  of 
the  matter,  but  the  individuals  might  be  isolated  on  the  farms,  or  on  some 
spot  distant  from  the  town,  where  though  segregated  they  would  be  flompa- 
ratively  comfortable.  I  may  mention  the  case  of  Graaff-Eeinet,  which  was 
established  in  the  year  1786,  and  had  also  since  1817  a  small  leper  asylum 
of  its  own  not  very  far  from  the  town,  in  one  of  the  kloofs  over  ihe  Sun- 
day's Eiver.  After  the  establishment  of  the  Hemcl  en  Aanlc  institution,  a 
wagon  used  to  come  to  Cape  Town  annually  wiili  such  lepi  r.j  as  had  been 
collected  during  the  preceding  twelve  months. 

403.  Can  we  get  any  records  about  that.  Under  whose  authority 
was  it  established? — I  have  made  a  precis  of  the  Graaff-Eeinet  ininute.s 
of  the  Landdrost  and  Heemraden,  and  extract  tlie  following  : — On  the  Gtli 
April,  1818,  Government,  by  letter  of  30th  January,  1818,  informed  the 
board  of  Landdrost  and  Heemraden  that  Graaff-Eeinet  was  to  pay 
Swellendam  for  maintenance  of  the  leper  institution.  Eds.  441',  7,  3. 
Landdrost  notifies  that  this  sum  had  been  paid.  On  the  7th  April,  1818, 
a^Tangements  wer  ^  made  for  getting  return  loads  fn  m  Cape  Town  with  the 
le|)(er  wagon.  On  the  4th  April,  1820,  letters  v/ere  received  from  Govern- 
n^^y^l,  dated  3rd  February,  enclosing  cost  of  hpcr  maintenance  at  Hemel  en 

'^"^^  ordering  Graaff-Eeinet  to  pay  its  share  to  Swellendam,  viz., 
Eds.  2973,  3,  \\.  Another  letter  dated  seven  diiys  later  orders  Graaff-Eeinet 
to  advance  annually  to  Swellendam  for  the  lepei  institution  Eds.  1000,  to  be 
acc(mnted  for  at  the  end  of  each  year.  On  the  5th  May,  1823,  it  was  resolved 
lo  request  the  Government  authority  to  buy  a  wagon  to  convey  lepers  to  the 
institution,  as  this  would  save  a  large  amount  annually,  and  on  the  8th  July 
following  a  reply  was  read  from  the  Government,  dated  28th  May, 
authorizing  the  buying  of  the  wagon.  I  may  also  mention  that  some  people 
did  not  like  to  use  the  wagon  in  which  the  lepers  were  removed. 
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404.  Chairman.']  Then  evideutly  at  that  time  there  was  a  fear  of  the     „  JH^-,. 

-1  ,  ,    ,  .  M.  0.  V.  LeMraiidf. 

dit^ease  r — Ihe  people  avoided  it.  — 

405.  Dr.  Herjnan."]  "Would  it  be  a  fair  deduction  from  your  remaiks 
that  leprosy  was  rare  among  the  slaves  up  to  the  time  of  the  emanci- 
pation?— In  the  year  1817  there  seems  to  have  been  a  sudden  increase  again, 
or  about  that  time,  and  then  Lord  Charles  Somerset  founded  the  institution 
Hemel  en  Aarde. 

406.  In  the  same  way  would  it  be  iair  to  say  that  at  that  time  leprosy 
was  common  among  the  Hottentots  ? — Yes.  Lord  Charles  Somerset, 
in  1817,  says  that  it  has  been  represented  to  him,  and  that  after  minute 
inquiry,  he  has  ascertained  that  that  melancholy  and  distressing  disorder,  the 
leprosy,  has  of  late  years  considerably  increased  within  this,  settlement,  and 
he  mentions  Hottentots,  free  blacks,  and  slav(  s  as  the  sufferers. 

I  give  here  a  precis  of  the  rules  under  which  the  establishment  was 
conducted  ;  as  mentioned  in  the  Ordinance. 

Ordinance  Promulgated  by  Lord  Charles  Somerset,  on  the  Wth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1817. 

Preamble. — Considerable  increase  of  leprosy  of  late  yeans  within  this 
settlement.  Eetreat  provided  only  in  the  district  of  Swellendam  for  the 
unfortunates.  Impression  gaining  ground  but  held  to  be  erroneous  by  the 
most  learned  of  the  medical  profession,  that  the  disorder  is  contagious,  con- 
sequently the  sufferers  are  frequently  left  in  a  state  of  abandonment,  which 
it  is  shocking  to  humanity  to  reflect  upon. 

The  expediency  of  allotting  to  Hottentots,  bastard-^,  free  blacks  and 
slaves  suffering  from  this  disease  a  healthy  and  airy  spot  whither  to  retire, 
and  where  they  shall  receive  such  aid  as  is  necessary  to  their  future  subsis- 
tence and  comfort,  but  to  which  place  the  safety  of  the  public  requires  they 
should  be  confined. 

The  situation  of  Hemel  en  Aarde  allotted  by  the  district  of  Swellen- 
dam to  this  object,  capable  of  such  augmentation  of  ground  as  is  sufficient 
for  the  purposes  required ;  therefore, 

1.  The  Landdrost  shall  inspect  the  adjoining  ground  of  Hemel  en 
Aarde,  and  send  to  the  Colonial  Othce  an  accurate  diagram  of  what  can  be 
conveniently  appropriated  To  this  object. 

2.  He  shall  also  cause  numerous  and  very  ostensible  landmarks  to  be 
erected  around  the  site,  that  everyone  may  know  the  exact  limits. 

3.  This  site  to  be  appropriated  for  the  reception  of  all  lepers,  under  the 
following  conditions : 

(«)  When  a  coloured  person  is  reported  to  the  Landdrost  as  leprous, 
the  latter  shall  at  once  cause  such  a  person  to  be  examined 
by  the  district  medical  officer,  and  report  the  result  to  the  Colonial 
Office. 

{b)  The  Colonial  Secretary  shall  thereupon  order  the  Deputy  Landdrost  . 
of   Swellendam,   at  Caledon,  and   require  him  to  admit  the 
patient  into  the  distric*:  allotted  to  lepers,  and  to  keep  an  exact 
register  of  all. 

(c)  The  lepers  to  have  the  ordinary  contract  rations. 

{d)  The  lepers  to  erect  huts  for  their  habitation,  and  to  be  allowed  to 
have  vegetable  gardens. 

{e)  The  Deputy  Landdrost  of  Swellendam  shall  from  time  to  time 
visit  the  leper  districts ;  and  give  the  necessary  directions  fur 
their  cleanliness  and  good  order  ;  inspect  the  provisions,  &c., 
and  renort  quarterly  to  the  Landdrost  at  Swellendam,  who  in 
his  turn  shall  report  to  the  Colonial  Office. 

(/)  Account  to  be  kept  of  the  expenditure,  and  to  be  annually  sub- 
mitted to  the  Swellendfim  Board  of  Landdrost  and  Heemraden, 
who  shall  submit  a  copy  to  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
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H.  c.  v^LcMrnndt.  ^s)  "^^^  expensGS  to be  divided  equally  between  the  seven  "  drostdjes  " 

—  and  Cape  Town. 

''  {Ji)  The  share  of  Simon's  Town  to  be  arranged  between  the  Landdrost 

of  the  Cape  district  and  the  Eesident  at  Simon's  Town. 

ij)  Quarterly  returns  of  the  number  in  the  Cape  district  to  be  sent  to 
the  Colonial  Office. 

(/r)  The  owner  to  pa)i  for  the  maintenance  of  his  leprous  slave. 

{T)  The  Deputy  Landdrost  to  take  every  care  to  prevent  the  per- 
sons belonging  to  the  leper  district  from  going  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  the  same,  and  make  known  to  them  the  severe 
penalties  they  will  be  liable  to,  in  case  they  are  found  beyond 
them,  as  in  cases  of  quarantine  for  contagious  disorders  is  by  law 
provided. 

(w)  Medical  aid,  &c,, 

(Signed)  C.  H.  Somerset. 

By  command : 

C.  Bird, 

Deputy  Colonial  Secretary.  " 

407.  Chairman^  The  next  important  records  are  those  connected  with 
the  settlement  Hemel  en  Aarde  in  1817.  Is  there  anything  to  show  the  method 
in  which  that  was  conducted  and  other  particulars  ? — These  records  are  not  in 
my  custody,  but  1  may  say  that  I  once  wrote  a  letter  in  connection  with  a 
most  remarkable  statement  made  in  a  sermon  by  the  late  Eev.  Mr.  Spurgeon, 
where  Hemel  en  Aarde  is  described  as  a  wonderful  place  surrounded  by  fright- 
fully high  walls,  and  the  lepers  were  just  shoved  in  there  and  left  to  die. 
j^See  Appendixr\ 

408.  Do  you  know  if  there  are  any  records  showing  that  leprosy  still 
exists  in  (hat  district  where  the  settlement  Hemel  en  Aarde  was  ? — Judging 
from  wliat  I  have  read,  I  believe  there  are  still  cases  there,  but  there  are 
also  other  districts  where  leprosy  has  increased. 

409.  Are  there  any  authentic  records  to  show  that  no  leprosy  existed  in 
the  Caledon  district  previous  to  the  leper  settlement  there  ? — It  was  in  con- 
sequence of  leprosy  existing  in  the  district  thp,t  Hemel  en  Aarde  was  started. 
The  Moravian  Brethren  appeared  to  have  been  the  first  to  collect  the  sufferer ) 
on  one  spot,  knoAvn  as  Hemel  en  Aarde,  which  in  1817  became  a  Government 
institution,  the  lepers  being  spiritually  served  by  these  Moravians  until  1868. 

410.  Is  there  any  evidence  to  show  that  the  fact  of  founding  a  leper 
settlement  is  a  danger  to  any  district,  and  as  sueli  may  form  a  focus 
from  which  the  disease  may  spread  ? — It  is  ditficult  for  me  to  reply  I  -  that. 
1  have  no  records,  but  I  know  that  those  who  became  owners  of  the  six 
plots  when  sold  by  the  Government  never  suffered  from  the  disease. 

411.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Can  we  get  any  records  as  to  the  number  of  lepers 
treated  at  Hemel  en  A.arde  ? — The  Government  returns  may  show  that,  but 
the  older  papers  in  the  Colonial  Office  are  sometimes  defective. 

412.  Dr.  Herman.']  Was  the  establishment  Hemel  en  Aarde  under  the 
Moravian  mission  ? — Yes. 

413.  And  were  the  missionaries  responsible  for  the  management  ? — In 
a  measure  they  were,  because  they  preached  there  and  took  care  of  the 
people  and  prepared  their  food  for  them  every  other  day.  The  Government 
made  them  a  certain  allowance  for  the  purpose, 

414.  Were  the  patients  allowed  to  go  out  at  all? — Yes.  I  do  not 
believe  there  was  any  law  to  prevent  that. 

415.  I  understand  the  allusion  by  the  late  Eev.  Mr.  Spurgeon  is  wholly 
sensational  and  erroneous  ?  -  -Yes,  the  whole  thing. 

4lG.  Chairman.']  Were  the  lepers  allowed  to  go  about  in  the  district  ? — 
Yes,  I  believe  S".  Even  in  Cape  Town  no  leper  was  ever  prevented  from 
going  any  where  he  liked.  I  have  myself  seen  lepers  in  the  market-and  elsewhere. 
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^117.  Dr.  fferman.']  What  was  the  effect  of  the  leper  establishment^  ^  y'^'LeMramit 
there  upon  the  health  of  the  coairaunity  ? — I  do  not  thiiA,  as  far  as  the  '  '  _ 
district  itself  is  concerned,  t'nat  it  had  any  effect  at  all.  There  were  lepers 
all  around.  I  remember  when  at  George  many  years  ago  a  place  was 
pointed  out  to  me  which  they  said  had  been  a  location  for  lepers.  It  was  a 
very  pretty  spot,  and  they  used  to  segregate  lepers  there.  Other  districts 
had  these  locations  also,  where  the  lepers  were  gradually  collected  and  sent  to 
Hemel  en  Aarde.  There  were  only  about  ten  huts  at  the  latter  place,  when 
it  was  subdivided.  The  people  who  lived  there  afterwards  do  not  seem  to 
have  been  affected  at  all.  Mr.  Jan  Keitz,  who  died  quite  recently,  lived  on 
his  farm  there  for  many  years.    He  bought  it  when  he  was  a  young  man. 

418.  Chairman.']  There  are  families  living  on  this  identical  farm  who 
are  not  affected  as  far  as  you  know. — Yes. 

410.  Dr.  Greathead.]  That  district  is  not  specially  noted  for  leprosy  at 
the  present  day,  is  it  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

420.  Dr  Herman.']  Can  you  give  us  a  list  of  the  different  places  where 
there  were  leper  institutions  ? — Not  institutions,  but  temporary  asylums  where 
the  lepers  were  segregated  until  sent  to  Hemel  en  Aarde.  Every  Landdrost- 
ship  had  one. 

421.  I  see  there  is  a  note  in  the  report  of  the  College  of  Physicians ; 
does  that  refer  to  Hemel  en  Aarde  or  to  Eobben  island? — I  think  to 
Robben  Island,  which  was  established  by  advice  of  the  late  Mr.  Montagu. 

422.  Did  the  Moravian  mission  have  charge  of  that  also  ? — Yes  ;  until 
1868. 

423.  Was  not  there  another  leper  hospital  in  Cape  Town  near  the  Flash 
Lighthouse,  at  Granger's  Bay  ? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of.  The  first  hospital 
that  was  ever  established  here  was  by  Van  Riebeek,  close  to  the  beach  where 
the  old  shambles  stood.  That  was  afterwards  taken  down,  as  it  was  con- 
sidered a  bad  place  for  the  patients  and  also  likely  to  prove  a  snare  to  the 
fortifications.  A  hospital  was  then  built  opposite  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church, 
and  long  after  that,  a  third  hospital  at  present  known  as  the  barracks.  When 
the  Dutch  retired  from  the  Cape,  much  was  altered,  and  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital  was  started. 

424.  Chairmanr]  Was  the  first  hospital  you  referred  to  used  for  all  cases 
of  chronic  sick,  including  lepers  ? — Very  likely  ;  and  as  far  as  the  Dutch 
were  concerned,  persons  who  had  syphilis  or  any  other  contagious  disease, 
though  leprosy  does  not  appear  to  have  been  considered  as  such,  generally  had. 
to  pay  extra  fees  to  the  surgeon  for  curing  them,  but  1  do  uot  think  any  kind 
of  disease  was  excepted. 

426.  Dr.  Herman.]  I  understand  that  no  special  accommodation  was 
provided  by  the  Dutch  or  English  Governments  for  h'pors  until  Robben 
Island  was  established  ? — The  report  of  1756  oven  does  uot  state  th;^t  any 
steps  were  taken  for  making  provision  for  lepers ;  it  only  says  that  these 
people  should  keep  separate  and  remain  where  they  were,  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  try  and  help  them  a  little  ? — The  first  idea  of  a  real  establishment 
was  in  1817. 

426.  6%«^ma».]  Did  the  disease  attract  attention  from  its  spread  among 
the  white  people  in  these  earlier  times,  or  was  it  principally  among  the 
coloured  people  that  it  first  attracted  attention  ;  do  the  records  show  that  ? 
— No  ;  they  only  say  that  the  disease  broke  out  among  a  few  of  the  white 
people.  As  far  as  the  coloured  people  were  concerned,  I  suppose 
they  took  it  for  granted  that  it  was  an  Asiatic  disease  and  was  imported 
here. 

427.  Dr.  Herman.]  Who  took  that  for  granted  ? — The  <  Government,  no 
doubt.  Considering  the  immense  number  of  slaves,  and  the  food  they  lived  on, 
mostly  fish  and  rice,  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  they  would  have  the 
same  diseases  here  as  they  would  be  liable  to  in  their  own  country,  or  at  least 
a  certain  percentage  of  them. 
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p-,,    ,  428.  Is  theie  anythinff  to  show  that  ? — No  direct  evidence  exists,  such 

-  as  the  law  would  require. 

^'  429.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  good  deal  to  show  that  it  was 

very  cotnmon  among  the  Hottentots^  is  there  not? — Yes;  later  it  was 
very  common,  judging  from  what  we  find  iu  the  Ordinance  of  Lord  Charles 
Somerset  and  the  evidence  published  in  1862.    {^ee  appendix.) 

430.  At  one  time,  I  believe,  very  copious  records  were  kept  of  every- 
thing that  concerned  the  slaves,  and  their  condition  was  very  carefully 
enquired  into  ;  can  we  get  any  of  those  ? — I  question  whether  the  papers  are 
complete  on  the  subject,  but  I  will  look  through  them  and  see.  The  object 
of  the  slave  registry  was  to  prevent  the  slaves  from  escaping,  or  being  unlaw- 
fully detained,  and  to  prevent  their  being  cruelly  treated.  Another  reason  for 
registration  was  that  when  sold  they  had  to  be  transferred  like  landed 
property.  The  slaves  who  died  were  afterwards  regularly  mentioned  in  the 
despatches,  but  the  cause  of  their  death  is  seldom  or  ever  given. 

431.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Are  there  any  other  records  available  beyond  those 
you  have  mentioned,  after  Robben  Island  Asylum  was  established  ? — I  have 
nothing  more,  except  the  report  of  the  Government  Commission  of  1^62. 
Itobben  Island  was  established  in  1844.  I  lately  read  a  book  by  Krapf  on 
Eastern  Africa,  parts  of  which  are  very  interesting ;  and  also  a  book  by 
Lyons  McLeod,  who  was  for  many  years  British  Consul  in  the  Portuguese 
possessions  in  Mozambique.  As  far  as  Krapf  is  concerned,  he  confirms  me 
in  my  idea  that  long  before  European  history  was  written  or  existed,  in  the 
time  of  the  Phoenicians,  rhere  was  considerable  intercourse  between  Asia  and 
the  East  Coast  of  Africa ;  and  if  we  look  at  the  matter  in  that  light,  it  is 
more  than  probable  I  hat  a  great  many  of  the  diseases  which  were  prevalent 
among  the  Asiatics  may  have  been  imported  into  Africa  and  spread  among 
the  natives,  whether  Hottentots  or  Kafirs,  thousands  of  years  ago.  The 
history  of  Abyssinia  shows  that  the  people  there  were  among  the  earliest 
Christians,  and  this  can  be  accounted  for  or.ly  because  it  was  on  the  high 
road  from  the  Mediterranean  to  India.  For  many  reasons  we  may  conclude 
that  there  was  close  intercourse  between  Asia  and  the  eastern  shores  of 
Africa  ;  in  fact,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  in  my  own  mind  that  the  word 
Ophir  is  the  root  or  one  of  the  component  parts  of  the  word  Africa.  I  am 
not  very  old,  but  I  have  very  rarely  seen  white  lepers  in  the  Colony, 
though  many  off  coloured  ones. 

432.  Chairman.^  It  seems  that  at  an  early  period  the  idea  of  sei^rega- 
tion  was  entertained.  Have  you  formed  any  idea  in  3'^our  own  mind  as  to 
the  efficacy  of  segregaticm;  are  you  in  favour  of  it?—!  believe  there  are 
cases  which  might  be  pronounced  harmless,  and  there  segregation  would  not 
be  necessary.  Under  certain  circumstances  I  would  be  in  favour  of 
segregation. 

433.  Only  where  it  could  be  shown  that  there  was  risk  ? — Yes.  In 
connection  with  this  I  submit  an  extract  from  the  work  of  the  Eev.  Valentyn, 
calW  "Old  and  JSTew  East  India,"  and  published  about  1727.  (See 
Appendix.) 

434 »  Br.  Herman.']  Do  you  think  you  could  supply  us  with  transla- 
tions of  the  original  placaats  and  regulations  for  segregation  ? — Yes.  I  will 
endeavour  to  do  so. 

435.  Do  you  think  the  records  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  would 
supply  us  with  any  informadon  on  the  subject  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

436.  How  could  we  get  the  rep  rts  of  the  Moravian  mission? — You 
might  address  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  Caledon,  or  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Genadendal  mission  station. 

437.  Is  there  any  one  you  know  of  now  living  who  would  have  any 
knowledge  of  Hemel  en  Aarde? — There  is  Mr,  Honey,  a  late  Civil 
Commissioner.  I  believe  his  father  was  district  surgeon  of  Caledon,  and 
had  to  visit  the  place.    He  (the  son)  knows  a  great  deal  about  it,    He  lives 
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at  Stellenboseh.  I  may  say  that  I  have  here  a  published  letter  from  a  ^  ^,  j'^J;f^;„.„„^f 
Moravian  missionary  at  Genadendal,  which  I  can  read.    (See  Appendix.) 

438.  In  the  history  of  our  coutact  with  the  native  tribes  in  the  Colony, 
is  there  anything  to  show  that  these  people  had  leprosy  among  them  at  all  ? 
— I  have  not  come  across  anything  of  the  kind.  I  have  never  heard  or  ob- 
served that  leprosy  was  endemic  among  these  people.  I  believe  thoy  may 
have  o'ot  it  from  the  Arabs  in  early  and  later  times.  We  must  not  forget  that 
Africa  has  been  visited  right  and  left  without  our  knowledge  from  time  im- 
memorial, so  tliat  it  is  very  difficult  to  say  how  the  disease  may  have  been 
imported.  We  knew  only  lately  that  the  high  road  from  the  East  to  the 
West  has  been  open  for  ever  so  many  years  to  Asiatics. 


Z>r.  6^rg^ory  further  examined.  Aifre:J  jo/n,' on-fj.rn. 

439.  Chairman.']  In  addition  to  the  evidence  you  have  already  given, 
are  there  any  other  points  you  would  like  to  mention? — I  was  asked  if  I 
inspected  over  at  Eobben  Island,  and  L  think  I  ought  to  make  some  qualifi- 
cation of  my  reply.  I  have  inspected  there  from  time  to  time,  but  only 
with  reference  to  special  subjects.  I  have  gone  over  for  that  purpose,  and 
have  confined  myself  to  the  particular  matters  in  regard  to  which  1  had  been 
instructed  to  report.  As  to  the  carrying  out  of  any  of  the  suggestions  1 
may  have  made,  of  course  that  does  not  rest  with  me.  I  should  also  like  to 
observe  that  I  believe  I  was  asked  whether  I  knew  of  any  particular  ciuse 
of  leprosy  being  given  by  district  surgeons  or  others.  In.  further  reply  to 
this  I  may  add  that  I  am  aware  that  the  act  of  bathing  has  not  unfre- 
quently  been  given  as  the  exciting  cause  of  the  disease,  but  I  attribute 
little  power  to  this  as  a  factor  in  the  production  of  the  disease.  Although 
I  think  the  observation  of  the  patient  in  the  matter  may  doubtless  be  cor- 
rect, for  it  is  quiet  conceivable  that  the  stimulus  or  shock  caused  by  the 
bath  may  render  any  previously  latent  cutaneous  symptoms  of  the  disease  ap- 
parent for  the  first  time  to  the  patient ;  in  just  the  same  way  that  a  rash  is  not  of 
infrequent  occurrence  in  syphilitics  after  the  morning  tub,  or  that  a  hot  bath 
brings  out  the  rash  in  the  exanthemata,  as  for  instance  in  a  case  of  scarlatina. 

440.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  You  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  cases  at  Kobben 
Island,  I  understand  ? — Nothing  whatever.  I  have  only  reported  on  sani- 
tary matters,  such  as  drainage  and  water  supply. 

441.  Do  you  think  the  district  surgeons'  reports  upon  leprosy  are  satis- 
factory ;  do  they  know  much  about  the  cases  in  their  districts? — They  are 
supposed  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  them. 

442.  Do  they  ever  receive  instructions  to  go  on  a  special  journey  of 
enquiry  to  find  out  any  cases  of  leprosy  ? — ^Not  to  my  knowledge,  but  they 
are  supposed  to  be  on  the  look-out  both  for  leprosy  and  syphilis  when  they 
are  making  vaccination  tours.  Of  course,  whenever  it  is  reported  that  cases 
of  this  disease  are  supposed  to  exist,  the  district  surgeon  is  always  instructed 
to  make  a  visit  of  inspection. 

443.  But  is  there  any  special  effort  made  to  find  out  cases  of  leprosy  ? 
— The  rule  is  for  the  field-cornets  to  report  any  cases  they  may  hear  of  or 
suspect.  These  officers  are  instructed  all  through  each  district,  as  also  the 
Eesident  Magistrate,  to  be  on  the  look-out  for  any  suspicious  case,  which 
should  then  be  immediately  reported,  and  an  inspection  is  thereupon  m  »de 
by  the  district  surgeon. 

444.  Is  that  method  considered  satisfactory  by  you  ? — It  is  not  entirely 
satisfactory. 

445.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  ? — I  do  not  think  you  can 
improve  upon  it  under  existing  circumstances.  The  field-cornet  really 
knows  a  great  deal  more  regarding  the  position  of  the  district  under  him, 
as  he  lives  there,  than  does  the  district  surgeon,  who  only  pays  a  short 
visit  to  the  place. 

[G.  10— '94.]  G 
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,  446.  Dr.  Erl{nqton.~\  I  understand  that  the  fleld-eornet  is  the  reeoffnised 

Alt  re  i  John  Oregory.    ,  lii  i        i-i     -o  ,•         -      iii        »  .1  -ir. 

_  channel  through  Avmch  iniormation  is  lodged.    A  case  is  brought  before 

Feb.  7tii,  i89i.  \)xx'c\^  and  he  decides  perhaps  in  his  own  mind  that  it  is  not  leprosy  and 
does  not  make  any  report  ;  how  can  that  case  be  brought  forward  ? — It 
would  probably  not  be  brought  forward  unless  some  one  else  reported  it. 
He  is  bound  by  law  to  report  it,  but  unfortunately  there  is  no  penal  clause  in 
the  Act,  so  that  he  cannot  be  prosecuted  if  he  does  not  do  so. 

447.  Do  not  yon  think  it  would  be  better  if  the  district  surgeon  had  to 
report  instead  of  the  field-cornet  ?—  Yes ;  all  medical  practitioners  should 
be  bound  to  report. 

448.  Dr.  Herman?^  And  householders  as  well  ? — Yes  ;  under  a  penalty 
for  default. 

449.  Would  you  make  medical  practitioners  subject  to  a  penalty  ? — 

Yes. 

450.  D9  you  think  they  would  be  willing  to  accept  the  burden  ? — I 
think  so,  the  moment  they  recognise  that  it  is  the  law,  and  that  it  is  for 
the  benefit  of  the  country.  I  do  not  think  under  those  circumstances  that 
it  would  affect  a  man's  practice. 

451.  Are  you  aware  that  a  medical  practitioner  at  Malmesbury  objected 
to  notify  cases  of  leprosy? — Yes;  but  it  has  nerer  yet  been  a  question  of 
law.  If  a  medical  man  can  say  to  his  patient,  "I  must  report  this  case 
or  be  prosecuted,"  I  do  not  see  that  the  j)ati6nt  has  any  cause  for  com- 
plaint against  him.  It  is  the  same  in  the  case  of  infectious  diseases  in 
England.  Medical  practitioners  would  not  notify  so  long  as  they  were  not 
bound  to  do  so,  because  they  considered  it  a  breach  of  confidence  with  their 
patients,  but  Parliament  stepped  in  and  made  it  compulsory  on  them  to  notify 
cases,  so  that  it  is  now  no  longer  resented  or  felt  to  be  a  breach  of  confidence. 

452.  I  hardly  think  the  cases  are  perfectly  on  all  fours.  In  the  case  of 
leprosy,  a  man  can  be  incarcerated  for  life  in  what  is  practically  a  gaol ;  in 
the  other  case  you  simply  notify  the  occurrence  of  a  contagious  disease.  Is 
not  that  so  ? — It  is  merely  a  question  of  degree,  and  I  think  they  are  pretty 
much  on  all  fours.  Both  are  diseases  supposed  to  be  spread  by  contagion, 
and  it  is  equally  important  in  both  cases  that  the  best  means  should  be  taken 
for  their  discovery. 

453.  The  difference  is  so  great  that  I  do  not  think  you  can  compare 
them  at  all.  In  the  one  case  you  deprive  a  man  of  his  liberty  as  a  conse- 
quence of  ihe  medical  practitioner  notifying  the  fact,  while  in  the  other  case 
you  do  nothing  of  the  sort  ? — In  England  a  person  would  be  taken  to  an 
infectious  diseases  hospital,  and  frequently  great  expense  is  entailed  on 
him  or  his  friends  for  disinfection,  the  destruction  of  clothing  or  other  articles, 
and  so  on.    It  is  merely  a  question  of  degree,  I  consider. 

454.  Is  it  the  case  that  you  can  take  a  person  to  an  infectious  diseases 
hospital  in  England  ? — Yos,  unless  he  is  under  such  conditions  that  he  can 
be  properly  isolated. 

455.  But  after  all,  the  two  cases  are  not  exactly  similar,  are  they  ;  one 
is  voluntary  removal,  while  the  other  is  compulsory  incarceration  ? — There 
may  be  a  very  great  difference  of  degree,  I  admit,  but  still,  it  is  after  all 
only  a  question  of  degree. 

456.  Ohairnian.']  Would  you  be  prepared  to  advise  that  in  view  of  the 
present  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  communicability  of  the  disease, 
medical  practitioners  should  notify,  and  that  as  a  result  of  such  notification 
a  person  should  be  incarcerated,  for  practically  it  would  come  to  that  ? — It 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  question  of  logic.  If  you  think  it  is  necessary  to 
segregate  a  person  who  is  a  leper,  then  it  is  equally  your  duty,  as  a  logical 
sequence,  to  do  your  best  to  find  out  all  lepers. 

457.  Dr.  Herman.']  How  does  that  bear  upon  the  point  of  notification 
by  a  medical  practitioner  ? — Medical  practitioners  are  the  persons  most  likely 
to  come  into  contact  with  and  find  out  lepers. 
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458,  Tlieu  you  would  remove  the  responsibility  of  reporting  the  disease       ,  , 

.      .  ,  !•     1  •  J  •  o      AT       1  •         1  Alfml  Juhii  Gregory. 

from  the  individual  Avho  has  it  to  the  medical  practitioner  .■' — Not  him  aloue,  — 
I  Avould  say  that  the  householder  or  anybody  having  charge  of  a  leper  should 
notify. 

4-59.  Would  you  make  the  householder  responsible? — Yes.  I  would 
have  the  dual  notification.  In  England  the  medical  practitioner  and  the 
householder  both  have  to  notify. 

460.  Would  there  be  any  actual  gain  in  making  both  persons  notifiy  ? — 
Undoubtedly  in  the  case  of  a  single  notification  there  would  be  a  certain 
amount  of  omissions. 

461.  Dr.  Edington.~\  In  some  cases  lepers  might  not  be  under  medical 
treatment  ? — Just  so. 

452.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  you  think  anybody  would  be  afraid  to  apply  to  a 
medical  man  for  treatment  through  fear  of  the  disease  being  notified  to  the 
authorities  in  that  way  ? — ^No  doubt  he  would  try  to  hide  his  leprosy,  as  is 
often  done  at  the  present  moment. 

463.  Do  not  you  think  he  would  be  more  likely  to  conceal  his  condition 
from  a  medical  practitioner  than  if  the  Act  were  left  just  as  it  is  at  present  ? 
— Even  if  he  did  do  so,  I  do  not  think  that  would  make  any  difference,  because  - 
if  at  present  he  does  let  the  medical  practitioner  know,  the  medical  practitioner 
cannot  make  use  of  his  knowledge. 

464.  Dr.  Dodds.'j  A  good  deal  would  depend  upon  the  drasticity  of  the 
Act,  would  it  not.  If  there  was  a  provision  allowing  treatment  in  local 
hospitals  or  private  dwellings,  a  patient  would  have  confidence  to  apply  to 
a  medical  practioner,  would  he  not  ? — Yes ;  that  would  make  him  less  likely 
to  conceal  it,  but  that  is  another  part  of  the  subject  that  is  simply  a  question 
of  the  degree  of  segregation  ;  what  we  are  now  discussing  is  the  question  of 
notification. 

465.  It  seems  to  be  taken  too  much  for  granted,  that  being  a  leper,  a 
man  must  be  incarcerated  for  life,  but  that  is  not  quite  certain,  is  it  ? — That 
does  not  affect  the  question  of  notification.  What  you  are  going  to  do  with 
the  leper  afterwards  is  quite  another  matter. 

466.  It  affects  the  question  in  this  way,  that  a  patient  would  be  more 
likely  to  conceal  the  disease  from  the  medical  man,  if  he  knew  that  the  medical 
man  had  to  notify,  and  that  life-long  incarceration  would  follow  ? — If  the 
medical  man  has  not  to  notify,  and  the  patient  does  not  conceal  the  disease 
from  him,  although  the  medical  man  becomes  aware  of  it,  there  is  not 
much  gain  to  the  community  by  that  knowledge,  because  it  does  not  cause 
the  leper  to  be  segregated. 

467.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  reason  have  you  for  wishing  to  depart  from  the 
ordinary  rule  that  is  followed  in  all  such  cases,  leaving  the  responsibility  upon 
the  individuals  themselves,  as  in  the  case  of  births  and  deaths,  and  so  on. 
The  responsibility  of  notification  is  there  left  to  the  householder  or  the  person 
immediately  respousible.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  clear  reason  why 
we  should  depart  from  that  general  rule  in  this  instance,  does  there? — Even 
in  the  case  of  a  death  the  medical  man  has  to  supply  the  certificate,  and  in 
some  countries  I  believe  he  actually  notifies  it. 

468.  Do  you  know  of  any  such  countries  ? — I  only  speak  from  memory, 
but  I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying  that  in  France,  the  medical  practitioner  has 
to  notify  a  death,  and  then  there  is  a  medical  officer,  whose  special  duty  it  is  to 
enquire  into  the  death.  He  visits  the  house  and'  makes  enquiries,  and  then 
gives  a  burial  certificate. 

469.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Would  it  not  be  throwing  an  extra  onus  upon 
medical  practitioners  generally,  if  it  was  known  that  they  had  to  report  upon 
every  case  that  came  under  their  notice  ?  Suppose  you  were  a  medical  man, 
and  had  to  report  upon  any  particular  case  in  a  family,  do  not  you  think  it 
would  create  soreness  of  feeling  against  you? — I  do  not  think  so,  the 
moment  it  became  a  recognised  fact  by  the  people  that  a  medical  man  had  to 
notify  or  else  incur  a  penalty.  a  2 
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Aifmi  jfhi  Gregory.        ^^^^  ^'^ouid  not  a  medioal  m;iii  be  looked  upon  as  a  detective? — Tlaat 
—  same  argument  was  brought  forward  in  England  as  regards  infectious  diseases, 

Feb.  7th,  1894.    j^^j      practice  it  was  found  not  to  be  true. 

471.  But  in  this  case  you  segregate  a  man  for  life,  do  you  not?--lf 
you  admit  tliat  a  leper  should  be  segregated,  then  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
coramunity  and  everyone  concerned  to  cause  the  segregation  of  every  person 
Avho  is  known  to  be  a  leper.  A  medical  practitioner,  therefore,  as  a  membr  r 
of  the  community,  should  notify  any  case  of  leprosy  when  it  comes  to  hi.s 
knowledge.  The  argument  brought  against  tliis,  to  put  it  in  plain, 
unvarni'^hed  words,  is  that  it  might  damage  a  medical  man's  praxtice.  I 
agree  with  you  that  that  is  a  fear  which  you  might  hold  out,  but  at  the  same 
time  it  does  not  do  away  with  the  principle  of  the  thing,  that  a  medical 
practitioner  ought  to  notify  any  case  of  leprosy  coming  under  his  observation. 

472.  Df  Heiman.']  The  principle  is  this,  tlrit  you  have  got  no  right 
to  move  individual  responsibility  from  one  class  on  to  another.  You  cannot 
interfere  with  a  medical  man  to  that  extent  and  say,  "  these  are  your  duties 
according  to  the  Act,  and  if  you  do  not  perform  them  we  will  penalize  you." 
It  opens  a  very  wide  question.  You  have  cited  tlie  notification  of  infectious 
diseases  in  England,  but  that  is  not  on  all  fours,  because  there  are  compara- 
tively few  towns  in  England  where  infectious  diseases  are  notified  by 
medical  men.  In  England  it  is  quite  a  new  thing,  is  it  not  ? — It 
applies  to  London,  and  to  the  districts  of  some  eight  hundred  other  local 
authorities  in  England,  that  a  medical  practitioner  himself  has  to  notify.  In 
1889  it  applied  only  to  Croydon  and  some  few  special  towns,  but  in  1890  it 
was  extended  to  the  whole  of  London  and  to  numbers  of  other  cities. 

473.  It  is  largely  experimental  in  England  still,  and  is  applied  only  to 
certain  localities,  and  the  medical  practitioners  are  not  at  all  at  one  yet  with 
regard  to  the  advisability  of  extending  it  over  the  whole  country.  Further 
more  it  involves  a  very  considerable  outlay,  which  I  do  not  think  you  would 
recommend  the  Government  to  incur  here.  If  a  medical  man  had  to  notify 
he  would  expect  a  fee  I  presume? — He  ought  to  have  a  fee,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  would  amount  to  much  in  a  year.  Medical  opinion  is  very 
unanimous  as  to  the  value  of  compulsory  notification  of  infectious  diseases. 

47-^.  Dr.  Pismer.~\  Would  it  not  be  sufficient  if  the  householder  was 
made  responsible  as  well  as  the  field-cornet  ? — That  would  not  really  answer  so 
well.  You  might  get  a  certain  amount  of  good  from  it,  but  the  householder 
and  the  field-cornet  would  frequently  say,  "  I  did  not  know  it  \Aas  leprosy." 

475.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Do  you  think  the  difficulty  would  be  met,  looking  nt 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  if  it  was  made  incumbent  upon  medical 
jDraetitioners  as  well  as  laymen,  to  report  any  case  of  suspected  leprosy  to 
the  Civil  Commissioners,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  inquire  into  it  ? — That 
amounts  to  the  same  thing  as  I  propose. 

476.  The  point  raised  by  Dr.  Herman,  especially  in  regard  to  up- 
country  practice  is  a  very  important  one.  I  should  like  to  see  medicnl 
practitioners  made  responsible,  but  I  can  quite  understand  that  you  would 
raise  a  strong  animus  against  them  in  different  parts  ;  is  not  that  so  ? — I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  so  in  course  of  time,  as  the  law  became  known. 

477.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  It  you  threw  the  onus  of  reporting  any  case  upon  the 
medical  practitioner,  I  think  it  would  cause  a  good  deal  of  feeling,  and  he 
might-,  in  some  cases,  be  led  to  connive  with  patients  in  order  to  pro- 
tect them  as  well  as  himself.  It  is  well  known  that  there  is  a 
great  spirit  of  clanship  in  certain  families^,  and  if  it  were  known 
that  I  had  attended  a  family  where  thi  ie  was  leprosy,  and  had 
given  notice  to  the  authorities,  especially  in  its  initial  stage,  it  might  tell 
against  me.  I  do  not  think,  moreover,  that  medical  practitioners  would 
be  in  a  hurry  to  report  cases,  especially  in  the  initial  stage,  and  so  long 
as  there  was  a  shadow  of  doubt.  Is  not  lh;it  so? — There  might  be  a 
compromise  or    modification  made   to  meet  your  argument  in  this  way  : 
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HI' (iical  practitioners   might  be  compelled  to  c^ -imiuiiicate  to  the  ^ouse- j^ifrd  jok?' Gref/ori 
hcMler  that  it  was  a  case   of   leprosy,  and   then   let  the  householder  be    ^  h  m  mi. 
b  u!id  to  notify  it  to  the  authorities.     In  that  way  you  would  shift  the  dis-      ^  •  ' 
ugicoableness  of  the  duty  off  the  shoulders  of  the  medical  man,  and  you 
get  perhaps  virtually  the  same  result.      The  medical  practitioner  would  not 
then  be  making  a  personal  notification  to  the  authorities. 

478.  Does  not  the  present  method  of  procedure  work  well,  and  has  it 
not  given  fairly  satisfactory  results  ? — ho.  I  remember  in  one  of  the  district 
surgeon's  reports  seeing  it  stated  that  the  field-cornets  are  afraid  in  some 
iustancos  to  notify  cases  of  leprosy  among  Europeans,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  in  my  mind,  after  reading  the  various  reports,  although  of  course 
not  from  actual  personal  experience,  that  cases  of  leprosy  among  Europeans 
are  concealed  in  many  parts  of  the  Colony. 

479.  If  they  are  afraid  to  notify  in  their  capacity  as  Justices  of  the 
Peace  and  Field-Cornets,  t\niu  it  applies  with  greater  force  almost  to  medical 
meu,  because  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Field-Cornets  have  not  to  relj  for 
their  living  upon  patients,  whereas  medical  practitioners  have  to  do  so  ? — 
The  cases  referred  to  are  generally  among  tkeir  own  families  or  relatives,  or 
some  connections  by  marriage. 

480.  Dr.  Udington.j  In  this  country  medical  practitioners  are,  to  a  very 
great  extent,  an  educated  body,  and  in  many  districts  people  have  no  idea 
of  the  danger  of  many  diseases ;  it  rests  very  largely  with  the  medical  inau 
to  instruct  them  ;  and  if  they  are  guided  by  him  and  follow  his  directions, 
very  much  may  be  done.  Do  you  not  think  if  you  made  medical  practitioners 
practically  returning  agents,  you  might  do  away  with  the  confidence  peophi 
would  otherwise  place  in  them  ;  for  what  you  gained  in  one  way  you  would 
lose  a  great  deal  in  another,  would  you  not  ? — At  the  commencement  you 
might  find  a  difficulty,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  so  after  the  system 
had  been  in  operation  some  little  time.  I  feel  sure  these  difficulties  would 
be  found  to  have  been  over-estimated. 

481.  Dr.  Herman.']  Are  you  able  to  give  us  any  information  at  all  with 
regard  to  the  proportion  of  early  or  incipient  cases  of  leprosy  that  come  under 
treatment  or  are  reported  to  the  Government,  and  very  advanced  cases? — I 
cauuot  give  you  any  accurate  information  as  to  that.  You  would  get  it 
Ijotter  on  Kobben  Island.  There  is  always  a  great  difficulty  with  regard  to 
ie[»er  patients  in  discovering  exactly  when  the  disease  occurred,  or  even  when 
the  patients  first  noticed  any  symptoms  themselves. 

482.  That  is  a  practical  difficulty  with  regard  to  diagnosis,  is  it  not? — 

Yes. 

483.  Is  it  becoming  more  difficult  to  diagnose  leprosy  ?— Yes  ;  but  1 
think  that  is  really  because  we  are  getting  an  earlier  class  of  cases.  All  the 
grosser  cases  have  been  worked  off,  and  we  are  only  now  coming  upon  the 
cases  in  regard  to  which  there  is  some  amount  of  doubt. 

184.  Is  the  proportion  of  doubtful  cases  growing.  Taking  the  propor- 
tion of  admitted  cases,  are  you  meeting  with  more  doubtful  cases  than  you 
met  with  three  years  ago  ? — You  cannot  speak  of  proportions,  because  they 
are  really  so  few  altogether. 

485.  Has  there  been  a  considerable  number  of  doubtful  cases  ? — Since 
the  time  I  have  been  connected  willi  the  Colonial  Office  there  may  have  been 
20  or  'J5,  that  is  iu  two  and  a  half  years.  I  can  only  speak  approximately. 
You  could  not  work  out  proportions  on  those  figures.  We  get  more  cases  now 
in  which  medical  men  themselves  are  doubtful,  and  in  which  they  want  a 
second  opinion  before  they  are  perfectly  certain.  From  that  I  imagine  that 
we  ai-e  getting  cases  under  observation  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  disease. 

486.  Dr.  Edington.']  Would  it  be  possible  to  get  for  the  last  year  or  tw  o 
•A  statement  showing  the  number  of  doubtful  cases  admitted,  and  the  number 
of  casoa  admitted  and  afterwards  found  to  be  non-leprous  ? —I  think  tJiu 
Under  Colonial  Secretary  promised  to  supply  that. 
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Aifraij^m  Gregory.  487.  Chmrnian.~\  Are  there  any  reports  bearing  upon  the  question  of 
Feb.  7tti,  189k  v^cmnation  in  regard  to  leprosy  ?— You  get  them  occasionally,  I  think.  I 
believe  one  of  the  district  surgeons  mentioned  a  case  in  his  report,  but  I  know 
of  absolutely  no  other  case  in  this  Colony  where  leprosy  has  been  supposed  to 
have  been  inoculated  by  vaccination,  except  that  one  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Impey. 

488.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  with  regard  to  the 
form  of  certificate  now  adopted  ? — I  think  medical  men  should  be  made  to  give 
their  reasons  for  saying  that  a  case  is  one  of  leprosy.  It  makes  it  much 
more  easy  to  deal  with  at  the  head  office,  as  by  having  the  reasons 
given,  it  becomes  to  a  certain  extent  possible  to  check  the  accuracy  of  the 
diagnosis  set  down. 

Dr. 

James  Herbert  Cox.  Dr.  Jcimes  Herbert  Cox  examined. 

489.  Chairman.']  You  are  8urgeon-in-charge  of  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital  ?— Yes. 

490.  Was  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  used  as  a  leper  hospital  or  for 
mixed  cases  of  chronic  sick  ? — Some  years  ago  it  was  used  for  lepers,  but  it 
is  not  now. 

491.  How  many  years  is  that  ago? — Eight  or  nine  years  ago. 

492.  Are  there  any  lepers  there  now  ? — Yes ;  there  are  three  lepers 
there  now. 

493.  Under  what  conditions  have  they  been  received  ? — Under  certificates 
from  the  authorities  outside  the  Hospital. 

494.  Do  the  authorities  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  have  anything  to 
say  in  regard  to  confirming  the  diagnosis  ? — Yes. 

495.  What  position  is  the  medical  officer  placed  in  with  regard  to  that 
point  ? — In  every  case  the  medical  officer  has  to  examine  the  patient,  and  if 
he  has  any  doubt  as  to  the  case,  a  report  has  to  be  made  to  the  Colonial 
Office. 

496.  Is  that  done  previous  to  the  patient  being  sent  on  to  Eobben 
Island  ?  —Yes. 

497.  A  patient  may  be  detained  at  the  Hospital  by  virtue  of  the  power 
vested  in  its  principal  medical  officer ;  is  that  so  ? — Yes ;  the  surgeon  in 
charge. 

498.  Is  that  to  guard  against  error  in  diagnosis  ? — Yes. 

499.  Are  there  any  special  wards  set  apart  for  the  lepers  who  may  be 
detained  at  the  Hospital,  or  have  they  to  live  with  the  chronic  sick  ?— There 
are  two  separate  wards  with  airing  yards  attached. 

500.  Then,  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  is  a  receiving  hospital  at  present 
for  cases  of  leprosy  in  transit  to  the  island,  and  the  principal  medical  officer 
hafi  the  power  of  inspecting  the  certificates  and  calling  for  additional  evidence 
if  he  deems  it  necessary  ?— The  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Hospital  sees  the 
patients,  and  if  he  has  any  doubt  as  to  the  diagnosis  being  correct,  a  report 
is  made  to  the  Colonial  Office,  and  the  papers  then  go  through  the  principal 
medical  officer. 

501.  Are  you  aware  of  any  errors  having  occurred  during  your  time  in 
sending  on  non-lepers  to  the  island  ? — Yes, 

502.  Has  that  been  comparatively  recently  -Yes. 

503.  Were  those  cases  sent  on  to  the  island  ? — No  ;  they  were  returned 
to  the  district  whence  they  came,  after  being  kept  under  observation. 

504.  How  would  you  propose  to  minimise  such  a  source  of  risk  to  the 
liberty  of  the  subject?— I  should  advise  that  a  second  certificate  be  given  in 
all  cases  where  possible,  and  treat  it  the  same  as  in  a  case  of  lunacy. 

505.  That  is,  before  the  patient  is  sent  away  from  his  own  home? — Yes. 

506.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Have  you  had  much  experiL-nce  with  regard  to 
leprosy  ? — No,  very  little. 

50T.  Can   you  say  definitely   whether   you    think    tubercular  or 
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anfflsthetic  leprosy  is  most  common  in  the  Colony  ? — My  experience  has  only 
been  in  the  Hospital,  taking  one  over  a  period  of  a  little  over  four  years, 
and  it  is  only  recently  that  I  have  seen  all  the  cases  that  have  gone  over  to 
the  island;  but  my  experience  rather  proves  that  the  ansesthetie  form  seems 
to  be  more  prevalent  now  than  the  tubercular.  The  tubercular  was  more 
prevalent  previously. 

608.  Is  there  any  disease  in  particular  for  which  slight  cases  of  leprosy 
are  likely  to  be  mistaken  ? — In  several  cases  of  leprosy  I  have  found 
syphilitic  trouble  also,  and  in  one  or  two  cases  syphilis  has  masked  the 
leprosy.  There  was  one  case  in  particular,  I  forget  the  name  of  the  patient, 
where  I  doubted  the  diagnosis,  and  detained  him  in  the  Hospital  for  some 
little  time  under  syphilitic  treatment.  The  syphilitic  sores  healed,  and  left 
the  leprosy  more  prominent,  and  the  patient  was  sent  over  to  Eobben  Island. 

•509.  Have  you  anything  to  suggest  with  reference  to  the  reporting  of 
leprous  cases  ?  Do  you  think  the  present  system,  where  a  report  is  made 
by  the  field-cornet,  is  a  good  one  or  otherwise  ? — So  far  as  I  know,  I  believe 
the  Act  has  worked  well  in  that  respect. 

510.  Do  you  think,  if  it  were  made  compulsory  for  medical  prac- 
titioners to  report  cases,  any  advantage  would  be  gained,  or  do  you  think 
the  working  of  the  Contagious  Diseases  Act  would  in  any  way  be  interfered 
with  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would. 

611.  You  would  not  be  against  medical  men  being  made  responsible  for 
reporting  cases  of  leprosy,  would  you  ? — No. 

512.  Dr.  Herm,an?\  What  is  the  average  length  of  the  detention  of  a 
leper  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital? — I  could  not  tell  you  that  without  re- 
ferring to  my  books. 

513.  Is  it  a  matter  of  days  or  weeks  ? — Some  patients  have  been  there 
two  months. 

514.  During  that  period  are  they  under  any  treatment  ?  —Yes  •  the 
general  treatment  given  is  for  syphilis,  where  syphilitic  symptoms  seem 
prominent. 

515.  Have  you  found  the  treatment  have  any  effect  in  cases  of  leprosy  ? 
— I  have  not  tried  any  leprous  treatment. 

516.  Are  all  the  cases  reported  to  the  authorities  before  they  go  to- the 
island,  or  only  the  doubtful  ones  ? — Only  the  doubtful  ones  are  reported. 

517.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  there  are  a  good  many  doubtful 
cases  ? — Not  many. 

518.  How  many  doubtful  cases  would  occur  say  in  a  year  ? — That  is 
difficult  to  say,  because  when  the  Act  was  first  promulgated,  when  the 
lepers  first  began  to  come  in,  they  were  well-marlced  cases,  picked  up  in 
the  street  and  easily  noticed  by  an  outsider,  but  gradually  the  later  cases 
have  been  more  aneesthetic  and  less  marked. 

619.  Cases  of  error  in  diagnosis  have  become  more  frequent  lately, 
have  they  not  ? — Yes. 

520.  What  are  the  particular  causes  that  lead  to  error  in  diagnosis  ? — 
That  I  cannot  say.  Two  cases  recently  came  from  British  Bechuanaland, 
and  it  was  syphilis  which  misled  the  surgeon  up  there. 

521.  What  diseases  have  been  mistaken  for  leprosy  most  frequently  ? — 
Syphilis,  and  sometimes  psoriasis  and  eczema. 

522.  Have  the  cases  of  leprosy  become  more  severe  or  less  severe  lately ; 
are  they  more  of  an  incipient  variety  ? — Yes  ;  recently  the  cases  I  have  seen 
have  not  been  so  well  marked  as  the  early  cases. 

523.  What  would  you  suggest  with  reference  to  remedying  the  source  of 
error  in  diagnosis ;  would  you  have  simply  an  additional  certificate  ? — I  think 
I  would  have  an  additional  certificate. 

524.  Would  not  you  give  the  supposed  leper  any  additional  source  of 
security  by  establishing  an  observation  station  ? — That  is  done  at  present  in 
the  Old  Somerset  Hospital. 
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janu.^  Hrrhert  Oox,  ^^^^  method  do  yoli  employ  there  ;  who  is  responsible  besides 

—        '  yourself  for  observing  the  cases? — I  am  there  all  day,  and  if  there  is  any 
eb.  7th,  1894.    g^gp     which  I  have  any  doubt,  I  report  the  matter  to  the  Colonial  Office, 
and  then  usually  another  medical  officer  attends  and  gives  another  certificate. 

526.  And  upon  that  double  certificate  the  patient  is  finally  consigned  to 
Robben  Island  or  discharged  ? — Yes.  The  late  Dr.  Fisk  was  appointed  to 
give  a  certificate,  and  I  endorsed  it  if  I  agreed  with  him. 

527.  A.re  there  any  leprosy  inspectors  under  the  Act? — I  suppose  you 
would  really  'call  the  doctors  inspectors.  In  all  cases  of  doubt  a  second 
medical  man  is  called  in. 

528.  Have  the  lepers  in  any  instance  demanded  to  be  examined  by  any 
medical  man  of  their  own  choice  ? — Yes  ;  I  think  there  was  one  case,  at 
Wynberg  or  Claremont,  in  which  a  husband  wished  another  medical  man  to 
give  a  certificate  in  connection  with  his  wife.  That  is  the  only  case  that  I 
know  of. 

529.  We  learned  from  Mr.  De  Smidt  that  a  man  sent  over  to  Eobben 
Island  as  a  case  of  leprosy  was  suffering  from  bed-sores.  Have  you  any 
knowledge  of  that  case  ? — I  do  not  remember  it.  There  was  a  man  who 
came  to  the  Hospital  with  a  large  granulating  wound  on  the  elbow,  and 
he  was  not  sent  over  to  the  island,  but  he  was  discharged  as  not  being  a 
leper.    He  is  still  in  the  Hospital  as  a  chronic  sick. 

530.  Where  was  he  discharged  ? — At  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital.  He 
was  going  to  be  sent  over  to  the  island,  but  was  pronounced  to  be  non- 
leprous.  I  do  not  know  the  district  he  came  from.  He  was  detained  for 
observation. 

531.  What  method  of  examination  do  you  rely  upon  mostly  in  order  to 
determine  whether  a  person  is  a  lepc  r  or  not ;  what  symptoms  do  you  take  ? 
— The  appearance  of  the  tubercle  in  the  tubercular  form  and  anaesthesia  in 
the  anaesthetic  form ;  the  situation  of  the  wounds  and  the  loss  of  members. 

532.  Have  you  found  bacteriological  investigation  of  any  practical 
assistance  ? — 'Not  in  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital, 

533.  [i>r.  Edington.']  Have  you  seen  it  used  ? — No. 

531.  \J)r.  Herman.^  Has  there  been  any  large  mortality  at  the  Old 
Somerset  Hospital  ? — One  patient  died.  He  was  transferred  from  the  island 
to  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital;  he  objected  to  being  on  the  island,  I  believe. 

535.  Then  practically  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  is  more  than  an  in 
transit  hospital :  it  is  actually  a  leper  institution,  is  it  not? — That  was  an 
exceptional  case. 

536.  Is  there  any  practical  disadvantage  to  the  other  inmates  of  the 
Old  Somerset  Hospital  if  cases  of  leprosy  are  admitted  there  ? — No,  none 
under  present  circumstances ;  there  would  be  certainly  if  there  was  any 
number  of  lepers  there  :  there  is  accommodation  only  for  a  dozen  at  the  most, 
six  of  each  sex, 

537.  Have  they  a  separate  laundry  and  wash-houses  ? — The  washing  is 
done  separately  from  the  others. 

538.  Do  the  same  warders  attend  them  ? — Yes. 

539.  \^Dr.  Edington.']  In  the  washing  of  clothes  is  steam  used  or  m(n-ely 
cold  water  ? — No  steam  is  used,  but  carbolic  acid  and  disinfecting  soap. 

540.  [_Dr.  Greathead.~]  Is  thert!  a  separate  kitchen  ? — No. 

541.  Are  the  eating  and  drinking  vessels  used  by  all  the  patients  alike? 
— No,  they  are  entirely  separate. 

542.  [^Chairman.']  Is  there  any  record  of  any  of  the  attendants  ever 
having  contracte  1  leprosy  ?— No.  I  ha*-e  gone  through  the  books  and  there 
is  not  a  single  case  of  any  attendant  having  contracted  leprosy. 

543.  Is  there  any  record  in  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  of  any  patient 
being  discharged  as  cured  ? — No. 

544.  Dr.  Edington.]  In  regard  to  the  early  cases  where  there  was  a 
difficulty  in  the  diagnosis,  was  there  any  necessity  for  their  being  segregatc^d . 
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ai  that  time,  or  could  they  be  put  uuder  careful  surveillance  and  reported  j^^^,,^^,  ^^:,„.,i, 
upon.     Would  not  the  same  obiect  be  craiued  ? — 1  would  not  express  an  _ 

Opihion.  _  Feb.  7th,  1S.4. 

545.  Dr.  I)odds.~\  Have  any  facts  come  to  your  knowledge  as  to  the 
contagiousness  of  leprosy,  using  that  phrase  in  a  very  wide  seuse  ?  -I  am  not  in 
a  position  to  say.  I  have  not  studied  the  subject  sufficiently,  but  there  does 
seem  to  be  some  commuDicability  of  the  disease. 

546.  Br.  Herman,']  At  what  times  do  you  think  there  would  be  com- 
municabilitv  ? —  I  do  not  know. 

547.  D/'.  Edington.~]  "Would  broken  sores  be  more  dangerous  than  the 
anajsthetic  variety  of  leprosy  ? — Direct  contagion,  I  suppose,  would  be. 

548.  Dr.  Herman.~\  Are  you  in  favour  of  universal  segrep^^ation  as  applied 
to  this  Colony,  modified  segregation,  so  to  speak,  or  the  abandonment  of  all 
such  like  restriction? — I  am  certainly  not  in  favour  of  abandoning  all 
restrictions. 

549.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Would  you  modify  the  present  system  of  segregation  ? 
— The  answer  to  that  would  depend  upon  whether  leprosy  is  contagious  or 
not.    If  leprosy  is  contagious,  I  would  certainly  not  modify  it. 

5o0.  Do  you  feel  prepared  to  say  in  what  direction  it  should  be 
modified  ? — Ko.  1  am  not  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
disease  so  as  to  give  any  definite  answer  to  the  question. 

551.  Ch(drman.\  As  far  as  the  present  Segregation  Act  is  concerned, 
has  it  come  to  your  notice  that  the  relatives  of  those  in  very  advanced  stages 
of  leprosy  object  to  their  bein^  removed  ? — No,  they  agree  with  it. 

552.  You  would  practically  agree  with  the  Segregation  Act  ? — Yes  ;  the 
Act  has  worked  wonderfully  smoothly.  There  are  several  cases  I  have  met 
with  in  connection  with  the  Free  Dispensary,  in  which  parents  have  hidden 
their  children  so  as  to  prevent  their  being  segregated,  but  I  think  as  a  gene- 
ral rule  the  relatives  and  friends  of  lepers  are  anxious  to  get  them  provided 
for. 

553.  Dr.  Dodds.'\  Do  all  the  cases  of  leprosy  pass  through  the  Old 
Somerset  Hospital  ? — They  do  practically  now  ;  they  did  not,  but  even  now, 
if  a  leper  comes  from  up  country  by  the  morhing  ti'ain,  in  time  to  catch  the 
boat,  I  make  a  poiut  of  seeing  him  before  he  is  sent  over  to  Robben  Island. 

554.  Now  the  patients  have  all  the  advantage  of  passing  through  the 
gauntlet  of  your  examination  ? — Yes. 

655.  Chairman.']  I  understand  that  all  cases,  not  only  the  doubtful 
ones,  are  certified  by  you  ? — Yes.  It  has  occurred  previously  that  a  leper 
has  come  down  by  the  train  and  gone  straight  over  to  the  island. 

556.  Dr  Dodds.']  The  case  where  a  patient  was  suffering  from  bedsores 
possibly  went  on  direct  without  your  seeing  it? — I  do  not  remember  the 
case. 

557.  Would  it  not  be  better  if  you  gave  a  written  certificate  instead  of 
simply  noticing  the  doubtful  ones,  so  that  there  would  be  a  check  in  every 
case  as  to  the  patients  having  passed  through  the  hospital  ? — Yes,  that  would 
not  cause  any  trouble. 

558.  Dr.  IIerman.~]  I  understand  that  Dr.  Landsberg  is  the  consulting 
surgeon  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital ;  does  he  see  the  cases  ? — Yes  ;  he  sees 
any  doubtful  cases,  and  cofties  about  twice  a  week  to  the  hospital. 

559.  Chaitman]  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  studying  the  question 
of  heredity  in  regard  to  leprosy  ? — No.    I  know  nothing  of  that. 

560.  Dr.  Dodds.  ]  From  your  knowledge  of  leprosy,  do  you  think  there 
is  any  objection  to  some  cases  being  treated  at  home  under  certain  restrictions? 
— No,  not  under  restrictions. 

561.  Do  you  think  those  restrictions  ought  to  be  so  very  severe  as  prac- 
tically to  make  it  impossible  for  a  person  ordinarily  well  off  to  be  treated  at 
home? — It  resolves  itself  into  a  question  of  contagion. 

562.  Had  leprosy  been  very  contagious,  would  it  not  have  been  recognized, 
'G.  10— '94.3      "  II 
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jamrs  Sri  eft  Coce^  "^''^"^^  ^^^^  expoiience  ? — My  experience  of  the  contagiousness  of  leprosy  is 
I'  b  -tT    9      ^'^^'^^  limited  to  my  own  practice  in  town  at  the  Free  Dispensary, 
c  .  /ti,  1894,  ^gg^  How  many  cases  come  under  your  knowledge  at  the  Free  Dispen- 

sary ? — Many  cases  a  few  years  ago. 

564.  Did  you  coine  to  an}^  conclusion,  after  enquiring  into  the  cause,  as 
to  whether  it  was  contagious  or  hereditary? — In  the  majority  of  cases  I  at- 
tended there  was  leprosy  in  the  family. 

•565.  In  nearly  all  the  cases  there  had  been  some  previous  leprosy  ? — 

Yes. 

566.  Chairman.']  Did  you  find  it  difficult  to  trace  the  family  history 
in  any  of  the  cases,  or  to  get  information  from  friends  or  relatives  ?— There 
is  always  a  difficulty  with  the  coloured  population  in  that  way  in  connection 
with  the  Free  Dispensary  work.  It  would  not  be  the  better  class  of  people 
that  I  came  across  at  all. 

567.  Do  the  coloured  people  object  to  give  you  any  evidence? — No,  not 
as  far  as  they  are  able,  but  very  few  of  them  know  theii-  own  age  even. 
'HEEL  568.  Have  you  any  impression  in  your  own  mind  from  your  observa- 
tions here,  that  leprosy  affects  in  a  greater  degree  mixed  coloured  people  or 
the  pure  Kafir  races  ? — From  my  experience  in  town, "  I  should  say  the 
mixed  coloured  races. 

569.  The  pure  Kafir  races  and  the  whites  are  comparatively  less  affected 
as  far  as  your  experience  goes  ? — Yes. 

570.  Dr.  Edington.]  Is  there  any  agreement  in  that  respect  with  tuber- 
culosis ? — Yes.  I  think  I  might  say,  from  my  experience,  that  the  lower  class, 
the  mixed  races,  suffer  more  from  tuberculosis  than  the  thoroughbred  races. 

571.  Dr.  Dodds.\  Of  course  there  are  far  more  of  the  lower  mixed  races  ' 
than  of  the  pure  bred  ? — Yes,  especially  in  the  Free  Dispensary  work. 

572.  Chairman.']  Have  you  attached  any  importance  to  the  question  of 
locality  in  regard  to  the  case  of  leprosy  you  have  seen.  For  instance  are 
there  any  particular  localities  in  Cape  Town  or  the  district  in  which  a  greater 
number  of  cases  come  from  ? — No. 

573.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  connection  of 
vaccination  with  leprosy  ? — No. 

574.  Dj-.  Edington.]  From  the  cases  you  have  seen,  would  you  be  inclined 
to  surmise  that  patients  coming  to  you  iu  a  leprous  state  have  been  associated 
with  bad  hygienic  surroundings  ? — In  many  cases  ;  I  might  say  in  the  majority 
of  cases. 

575.  Have  you  known  of  any  case  occurring  among  people  who  were 
fairly  well  off',  and  whose  surroundings  were  in  a  satisfactory  condition? — Yes. 

576.  Were  they  wliite  subjects? — Yes  ;  a  white  man. 

577.  Were  you  able  to  trace  any  history  of  that  case  ? — I  do  not  know  the 
history  of  the  man:  he  is  on  Eobben  Island,  he.  ouly  passed  through  the 
hospital. 

578.  Is  that  long  since  ? — Not  very  long  ago. 

579.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  you  met  with  any  cases  of  leprosy  among 
convicts  ? — Yes.    There  are  two  or  three  lepers  among  the  convicts. 

580.  Are  they  kept  at  the  convict  station  ? — No  ;  they  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  Robben  Island. 

581.  Are  they  dealt  with  as  convicts  on  Robben  Island,  or  are  they 
classed  together  with  the  other  cases  ? — I  do  not  know  how  they  are  classed. 

582.  How  does  it  happen  that  convicts  are  sent  down  as  lepers  ? — When 
they  were  first  received,  the  leprosy  had  not  shown  itself,  but  it  gradually 
developed  and  then  they  were  certified.    I  think  there  are  three  altogether. 

583.  The  cases  did  not  occur  at  the  convict  station,  did  they  ? — No ; 
they  gradually  developed  there. 

581.  Di-.  Firmer.  \  Are  y(-u  aware  that  any  cases  have  bee  n  discharged 
from  i  obben  Island  as  non-leprous,  although  the  putieuts  weie  sent  here  as 
lepers  ?—  Y'  s,  1  believe  there  are  some  cases. 
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585.  Would  they  be  dischaiged  direct  from  the  island  or  would  they  be 
referriNl  to  you  ? — Any  cases  that  have  been  discharged  would  have  been 
dischnrjjed  from  the  island  direct. 

GS  J.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Did  not  you  and  Dr.  Fisk  examine  some  doubtful 
cases  that  the  Medical  Board  said  were  leprous? — I  did  not  examine  them. 
The  only  cases  I  remember  discharging  are  those  that  I  queried  on  their  way 
through.  There  is  a  doubtful  case  now  under  consideration,  that  of  two 
girls.  Dr.  Jane  Waterston  saw  fhem  and  declared  them  to  be  lepers,  and  I 
think  so  too,  and  Dr.  Landsberg  is  of  the  same  opinion.  They  are  now  under 
observation. 

587.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  tuberculine  in  cases 
of  leprosy?— -I  have  had  no  experience  of  such  treatment. 

588.  Dr.  Gr cathead. I  Where  are  those  cases  you  refer  to  under  observa- 
vation  ? — They  are  on  the  island,  they  have  not  been  sont  over  here  yet. 

5S9.  Dr.  Hernian.~\  Are  there  certain  cases  of  leprosy  which  you  think 
might  be  allowed  to  remain  at  large  without  danger  to  the  community  ? — 
Admitting  that  it  is  contagious  I  should  say  no. 

590.  Do  you  think  that  all  cases  ought  to  be  equally  segregated? — I 
think  so,  admitting  that  the  disease  is  contagious. 

591.  Dr.  Ed'mgton.  \  Even  doubtful  cases  where  there  is  no  marked 
anseslhesia? — Yes,  if  it  is  contagious. 

592.  For  what  reason  do  you  think  there  would  be  danger? — If  it  is 
contagious,  it  might  be  so  from  the  sputum  or  the  breath. 

593.  The  germ  of  leprosy  is  not  usually  found  in  the  sputum  or  the 
breath,  is  it  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  it  is  contagious. 

594.  Might  there  be  stages  of  leprosy  where  it  would  not  be  a  matter 
of  any  great  concern  to  the  community  if  the  patient  were  allowed  to  be  at 
liberty  ? — I  do  not  know. 


Dr. 

James  Hcrhn-t  Cox 
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Cape  Town,  Sth  Februari/,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray,  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Herman, 
,,  Fismer, 
,,  Greathead, 


Dr.  Edington, 
„  Dodds. 


Dr.  A.  J.  J.  Simons  examined. 

595.  Chairm(m.~\  You  are  u  medical  practitioner  in  Cape  Town  ? — I  am. 

596.  And  formerly  you  practised  in  Malmesbury  did  you  not  ? — Yes, 
for  32  years. 

597.  Have  you  met  with  many  cases  of  leprosy  in  this  Colony  duriug 
your  practice  ? — Yes  a  good  many. 

598.  Have  you  had  some  practical  experience  loth  as  regards  the  obser- 
vation and  trc^atment  of  the  disease  ?^Yes  but  not  so  much  in  regard  to  the 
treatment.  When  you  are  called  in  to  a  case  of  leprosy,  you  will  be  in  atten- 
dance for  some  time,  but  when  it  is  found  out  that  no  improvement  takes  place, 
your  attendance  as  a  rule  will  end. 

599.  Can  you  state  how  many  cases  of  leprosy  have  actually  come  under 
your  own  professional  treatment? — I  cannot  exactly  state.  I  think  about 
eighteen,  mostly  among  coloured  people. 

600.  Have  all  those  cases  been  in  the  one  district? — Yes. 

601.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  number  of  cases  has  increased 
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,  ^  P*'-.         or  decreased  in  the  district? — I  should  say  thiit  the  cases  have  increased  to  a 

A.    J.    J.  SlWtOAH. 

—  slight  extent. 

Feb.  8th,  1894.  AmoDg  what  class  of  the  population  do  the  cases  mostly  occur? — 

Mostl}^  amongst  the  coloured  people. 

603.  Are  they  the  mixed  race  or  the  pure  bred  race  ? — There  are  no 
Kafirs  in  that  part  of  the  country, 

604.  Dr.  Herman^  How  would  you  class  them? — Bastard  Hottentots 
I  should  say  ;  people  from  the  mission  stations  and  so  on. 

605.  Chairman?^  Have  there  been  any  cases  affecting  the  white  class  ?  — 

Yes. 

606.  Will  you  say  how  many  ? — About  five  or  six. 

607.  Were  all  those  cases  in  one  family  ? — No.  There  were  four  in  one 
family. 

60S.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  disease  is  more  prevalent  among  the 
the  coloured  races  ? — Decidedly^ 

609.  Could  you  state  what  is  the  proportion,  as  far  as  your  observation 
goes? — I  should  say  that;  three  fourths  of  the  cases  occur  among  the  colourea 
people.  . 

610.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  disease  is  sj)reading  or  is  it  stationary 
in  the  Colony  ? — I  do  not  know  about  the  Colony  generally,  but  it  has  in- 
creased in  the  jVIalmesbury  district.  You  must  bear  in  mind  that  there  is 
great  difficulty  in  tracing  the  coloured  people.  The  white  cases  can  be 
traced,  and  they  occurred  in  families  that  had  not  been  affected  before. 

611.  You  are  of  opinion  that  the  disease  is  spreading  in  the  district  you 
speak  of  ?  -—Yes,  to  a  slight  extent. 

612.  Could  you  give  the  Commission  for  their  own  information,  the 
names  of  the  families  in  which  leprosy  has  been  found  ? — One  is  the  family 
of  a  farmer  in  the  Malmesbury  district.  He  is  now  dead,  and  this  happened 
somti  15  years  ago.    It  originated  with  a  coloured  man  on  the  farm. 

613.  Dr.  Herman.']  Was  he  a  Hottentot  ? — A  bastard  Hottentot  I  believe. 

614.  Did  he  come  from  any  mission  station? — I  cannot  say;  the  man 
lived  on  the  farm  twenty  years,  I  know  that  when  I  went  to  the  farm,  I  said 
that  the  man  had  got  leprosy,  and  I  asked  why  they  did  not  let  him  go.  I 
discovered  it  before  anyone  else  was  affected.  I  do  not  know  where  he  came 
from,  and  in  those  times  one  did  not  take  particular  notice  of  such  cases.  I 
often  warned  them  on  the  farm,  but  they  said  he  had  been  a  servant  there  so 
long  and  he  must  remain.  I  afterwards  found  out  that  he  was  employed  in 
butchering  and  othei  work.  Then  a  little  white  girl  (the  farmer's  daughter) 
about  ten  years  of  age  got  the  disease.. 

615.  Gh(drman.']  Have  you  any  record  to  show  that  the  little  girl  came 
in  contact  with  the  man  in  any  way  ? — I  think  it  very  probable  that  she 
may  many  times  have  dona  so  in  different  ways. 

616.  Dr.  Herman.  What  form  of  leprosy  was  it? — The  tubercular 
form,  or  rather  I  sliould  say  the  mixed  form, 

617.  Had  the  man  at  the  time  you  saw  him  any  abrasion  of  surface 
or  ulceration  ? — No  breach  of  surface  a&,  far  as  I  can  remember.  The  man 
I  know  always  kept  out  of  sight  when  I  visited  the  farm. 

618.  Herman.']  Did  you  investigate  the  whole  circumstances  connected 
with  the  case  ?— Only  when  the  girl  became  affected. 

6!  9.  How  long  had  the  man  been  in  the  employ  of  the  farmer  before 
the  girl  became  affected? — I  should  say  15  or  20  years;  a  long  time.  He 
was  an  old  man. 

620.  How  old  was  the  girl  ? — Ten  years.  She  was  a  white  girl  and  a 
daughter  of  the  farmer. 

621.  Was  she  European  ? — Yes,  born  in  the  Colony. 

622.  She  had  no  coloured  blood  ? — No,  neither  was  there  leprosy  in  the 
family  in  any  way. 

623.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  whether  she  is  still  alive  ? — No  ;  she  died 
long  ago.    She  did  not  live  very  long  ;  about  three  years  I  think. 
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624.  Dr.  Herman?^  What  form  of  leprosy  did  she  get  ? — The  mi  xed  form .    ^  ^  j%,no»  s 

625.  Br.  Dodds.']  Dirl  she  ever  marry  ? — No.    She  died  when  she  was      '  — 
about  13  years  old.  ... 

626.  Dr.  Herman.']  Did  you  mike  any  special  observation  wi^h  reference 
to  her  case  ?— It  began  with  ulcers  on  the  leg  ami  then  on  the  toes. 

627.  Was  there  anything  to  lead  you  to  determine  in  what  way  the 
leprous  poison  first  gained  entrance  ? — No  ;  the  le^  got  first  affected. 

628.  Were  there  any  prodromal  symptoms  at  all? — Yes.    at  first  T  was 
called  in  for  lassitude  and  other  indistinct  complaints. 

629.  How  long  before  ? — That  was  at  the  beginning. 

680.  Did  you  investigate  the  incubation  period  ? — No.  I  only  got 
suspicious  when  the  face  got  affected  and  I  detected  an  anaesthetic  spot  on  one 
arm  and  leg. 

631.  Dr.  Edington.']  Do  you  think  it  was  a  case  of  infection? — Certainly 
it  could  not  be  otherwise,  I  knew  the  family  perfectly  well. 

632.  Was  there  no  other  leprosy  in  a  district  ? — There  were  other  cases 

also, 

683.  Was  there  any  other  way  in  which  the  girl  might  have  got  the 
disease  except  by  contagion  ?  -I  do  not  think  so. 

634.  Dr.  IIerman.~\  Were  there  many  other  people  living  on  the  farm  ? 
— Yes.  It  was  a  large  family. 

635.  How  many  coloured  people  would  there  be  ? — Ten  or  twelve. 

636.  Was  the  child  in  the  habit  of  playing  with  this  man  or  sleeping 
in  his  bed? — No.  He  was  a  butcher  and  used  to  kill  the  animals,  sheep  and 
cattle,  for  the  household.  Of  course  it  is  impossible  to  say  how  these  things 
happen.  He  might  have  given  the  child  sweets  out  of  his  pocket ;  there  are 
so  many  ways  of  contagion.  I  feel  confident  she  could  only  have  got  the 
disease  from  that  man.  Then  there  was  another  coloured  man  on  the  farm,  a 
wagon  driver,  who  used  to  be  great  friends  with  the  coloured  leper. 

637.  How  long  afterwards  did  he  get  it? — About  two  or  three  years 
afterwards.  After  the  child's  death  he  bscame  infected.  The  wagon  driver, 
so  the  farmer  himself  told  me,  used  to  sit  in  the  man's  room,  take  his  pipe  out 
of  his  mouth  and  smoke  it,  drink  out  of  his  mug,  and  so  on,  and  in  that  way 
he  got  the  disease. 

638.  What  form  of  leprosy  did  the  wagon  driver  get  r — The  mixed 
form  also. 

639.  Where  did  it  affect  him  first  of  all  ? — ^In  tlie  feet  I  believe. 

640.  How  long  did  he  live  ? — He  did  not  live  very  long ;  about  three 
or  four  years  I  think,  but  I  am  not  quite  certain. 

641.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Did  you  take  any  full  notes  of  these  cases  at  the 
time  or  afterwards  ? — In  those  times  there  was  so  much  work  that  there  was 
no  time  left  to  take  full  notes. 

642.  Dr.  Crreathead.~\  Is  your  memory  perfectly  clear  with  regard  to 
the  matter  ? — Yes,  so  far  as  the  main  facts  of  the  case  are  concerned. 

643.  Dr.  Edington.^  I  understand  that  this  wagon  driver  used  to  take 
food  and  drink  out  of  the  same  vessels  as  the  affected  man,  and  also  smoke 
his  pipe  occasionally  ? — Yes,  so  the  farmers  told  me. 

.  ^;44,  Do  you  remember  whether  the  mouth  was  affected  ? — I  not  think 
so;  as  a  rule  the  disease  does  not  affect  the  mouth  parti'  ularly. 

645.  You  say  that  the  feet  were  first  affected  ? — Yes. 

646.  Chairman.']  What  was  the  next  case  in  this  group  ? — The  next 
case  was  the  farmer  himself.  I  may  say  that  he  avoided  his  daughter's 
presence  as  he  was  greatly  afraid  of  the  disease.  She  was  isolated  and  he 
never  went  in  to  see  her.  He  used  to  go  to  town  in  his  wagon  with  his 
wagon  driver,  and  I  suppose  that  he  was  infected  through  him. 

617.  What  was  the  particular  form  of  leprosy  in  the  farmer's  case? — It 
was  also  mixed, 

648.  I  gather  then  that  all  these  cases  were  mixed  ? — Yes, 
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.  ^  649.  "Were  they  exactly  of  the  same  type  ? — Yes. 

A.  J.  J.  Simons.  r  r\     tt         i  n  i  i'  Tiif> 

boO.  How  iong  alter  the  wagon  driver  did  the  farmer  himself  get  the 
disease  ? — I  think  he  got  it  very  shortly  after  the  wagon  driver  showed  decided 
symptoms. 

651.  In  your  opinion  did  he  get  it  from  the  wagon  driver? — I  think  so. 
You  must  bear  in  mind  that  when  fanners  are  on  the  road,  the  food  and  drink 
is  generally  handled  by  the  servants  ;  the)'-,  the  farmers,  frequently  take  the 
reins  or  whip  out  of  their  driver's  hands ;  altogether  there  are  many  chances 
of  contagion  that  way. 

652.  Was  the  farmer  aware  at  the  time  that  the  wagon  driver  had  the  dis- 
ease, or  was  it  in  an  incipient  condition  ? — At  that  time  it  was  incipient. 
It  is  impossible  to  say  when  the  farmer  got  infected.  The  man  was  his 
driver  for  two  or  three  years. 

653.  Dr.  Edington.~\  When  the  farmer  became  infected,  in  what  condi- 
tion was  the  wagon  driver  ? — I  cannot  say,  not  knowing  at  what  time  the 
farmer  got  affected.  He  would  not  believe  me  when  I  said  that  the  wagon 
driver  was  affected.  At  tirst  the  disease  shows  very  little,  then  after  some 
time  the  face  begins  to  swell  in  spots  and  there  is  some  fever,  this  subsides 
again  and  after  a  longer  or  shorter  period  an  exacerb  ition  occurs  in  a 
more  pronounced  form,  after  which  the  disease  becomes  fully  developed. 
You  very  seldom  see  cases  at  the  beginning,  generally  only  when  the  disease 
is  well  marked. 

654.  Dr.  Dodds.']  If  you  saw  a  case  at  the  beginning  would  you  not  be 
able  to  recognize  the  disease  ? — You  would  not  be  able  to  say  positively  at 
first,  and  that  makes  cue  of  the  dangers  of  the  disease. 

655.  Chairman.^  Do  you  think  the  disease  in  the  early  stage  is  at  all 
dangerous :  is  there  any  risk  of  contagion  then  ? — No  one  can  tell.  The 
way  and  the  stage  of  the  disease  in  which  contagion  takes  place  are  at 
present  still  unknown. 

656.  You  cannot  say  at  what  stage  the  disease  is  a  source  of  danger  ?-Jiro. 

657.  Might  the  disease  have  been  contracted  through  handling  the 
reins  if  the  farmer  had  any  abrasion  of  the  skin  ? — It  might  have  been  con- 
tracted in  that  way. 

658.  Dr.  Edington.']  Do  you  lay  stress  on  the  fact  that  there  was  im- 
mediate contact  through  drinking  utensils  and  so  on  ? — I  take  it  that  contact 
may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  means  of  contagion. 

65'\  Dr.  Herman.']  Could  not  you  help  us  with  the  exact  sequence  of 
these  cases  so  as  to  enable  us  to  arrive  at  some  conclusion  as  to  how  the 
infection  was  started  and  carried  about.  Could  you  say  for  instance,  how  far 
the  leprosy  was  advanced  in  the  wagon-driver  before  the  farmer  became 
affected  ? — Before  the  farmer  became  affected  you  could  see  the  symptoms 
of  the  disease  in  his  wagon  driver,  but  h(;  would  not  believe  it. 

660.  At  that  time,  to  your  recollection,  had  the  wagon  driver  any 
ulcerations  ?—  No,  only  the  peculiar  spots  on  the  face.  His  feet  showed  the 
dis^ease  clearly. 

661.  How  long  was  the  wagon  driver  ill?— He  did  not  live  longer  than 
two  years. 

662.  And  the  farmer  ? — The  farmer  lived  for  a  long  time.  He  and  the 
daughter  died  from  the  lungs  being  affected  by  the  disease. 

663.  How  long  was  the  farmer  ill  ? — He  was  ill  for  six  or  seven  years. 
Strange  to  say  he  got  measles,  contracted  measles,  and  the  attack  was  very 
severe  and  brought  him  to  death's  door ;  when  he  recovered,  the  symptoms  of 
leprosy  had  nearly  all  disappeared. 

664.  Dr.  Edington.']  But  he  still  died  of  leprosy,  did  he  not? — Yes,  but 
for  six  months  you  would  not  have  said  he  was  a  leper.  Before  then  the 
disease  was  well  marked. 

665.  Chairman.]  Did  the  leprosy  temporarily  disappear  ?- -Yes  he 
appeared  all  right  for  a  short  time. 
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666.  Eor  how  long  before  his  death  ? — Eor  six  months  after  getting 
measles  he  appeai-ed  quite  well,  but  he  died  a  year  afterwards  of  leprosy. 

667.  Did  the  disease  rapidly  recrudesce  again? — Yes,  very  rapidly. 
The  particulars  you  can  ascertain  from  Dr.  Laubser  of  Malmesbury,  who 
attended  him  at  that  time. 

668.  Dr.  Herman.']  Were  there  any  other  cases  ? — Yes  ;  there  was  a 
girl.    She  was  uo  relation  to  either  of  the  others. 

669.  Were  the  two  coloured  men  you  have  mentioned  related  to  each 
other  ?— No. 

670.  Was  this  girl  you  last  spoke  of  coloured? — No;  a  white  girl,  a 
European.  She  came  to  the  farm  to  attend  to  the  farmer's  daughter  and 
nurse  her. 

671.  Ghairman.~\  Was  she  only  a  few  months  on  the  farm  ? — -Yes. 

672.  When  she  came  there  was  she  healthy  J — Yes,  perfectly.  Somt; 
time  afterwards  she  married.    I  saw  her  five  years  after  at  a  different  place. 

673.  Dr.  Herman.']  Was  there  an  interval  of  five  years  during  which 
she  was  apparently  healthy  ? — That  I  cannot  say. 

074.  When  you  saw  her  five  years  afterwards,  was  she  in  a  condition 
of  advanced  leprosy  ? — Not  very  advanced,  in  fact  the  disease  was  still  more 
or  less  doubtful.    She  is  living  still. 

675.  Is  she  on  Eobben  Island  ? — I  do  not  think  so;  but  I  have  not  heard 
anything  of  her  since  I  left  Malmesbury  two  years  ago. 

676.  Would  you  consider  four  years  a  long  period  for  the  incubation 
of  th(>  disease  ? — No.   It  might  be  as  long  as  fifteen  or  twenty  years. 

677.  Chadrman.]  With  regard  to  this  girl,  was  her  family  history  quite 
clear? — Yes,  there  was  uo  suspicion  whatever  of  the  disease  in  her  family; 
that  1  am  certain  of. 

678.  Dr.  Herman.]  What  form  of  leprosy  did  this  girl  have  ? — I  think 
she  got  the  tubercular  form. 

67  y.  And  you  say  she  is  still  alive  ? — I  believe  so. 

680.  How  long  has  she  had  leprosy  now  ? — Not  far  from  ten  years. 

681.  Dr.  EcUngton.\  How  is  it  she  is  still  at  large  ? — I  cannot  say,  there 
was  some  doubt  on  the  subject.  Another  medical  man  was  consulted,  but  it 
turned  out  I  was  right 

682.  Dr.  Herman.]  You  say  she  married  ? — Yes. 

683.  Did  she  have  any  family  ? — Yes. 

684.  Are  any  of  the  children  leprous  ? — No  I  do  not  think  so. 

685.  Chairman.]  Are  there  any  other  cases  you  can  mention  ? — Theie 
is  the  case  of  the  farmer's  niece,  who  is  on  Kobbeu  Island  now. 

686.  Was  she  living  on  this  farm  ? — No.  fche  lived  some  distance 
away,  but  she  visited  at  the  farm  frequently  and  spent  the  day  there,  and 
was  generally  intimate  with  the  daughf  er. 

687.  I  thought  you  told  us  the  daughter  was  isolated  ? — Yes ;  but  still 
these  people  did  not  make  much  of  it.  When  she  was  confined  to  her  bed 
it  was  different,  and  then  the  niece  did  n^t  visit  her. 

688.  How  many  were  there  on  the  farm  ? — A  good  many.  There  were 
five  gills,  but  they  were  at  boarding'  school.  The  boy  was  at  home  gene- 
rally. 

68'.).  Dr  Herman.]  Can  you  suggest  any  reason  why  certain  individuals 
are  apparently  selected  by  a  disease  in  that  way  ?— No  ;  you  do  not  know 
tlio  laws  about  the  spreading  of  cancer  or  typhoid  fever  any  more  than  you 
do  about  leprosy.    You  cannot  say  who  will  be  affected  in  a  family. 

690.  How  old  was  the  niece  you  spoke  of  ? — When  she  got  infected, 
she  must  h  ave  been  18  or  ]9  years  of  age. 

691.  How  long  after  the  death  of  the  daughter  did  she  become  infected  ? 
— A  long  lime  ;  12  or  14  years  perhaps.  She  is  now  on  Eobben  Island  with 
two  of  her  children.    She  lives  in  a  small  cottage  there. 

692.  Are  they  leprous  ? — Yes.    One  of  them  is  only  about  a  year  old, 
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and  you  can  already  see  the  signs  of  incipient  leprosy.  She  has  had  ten 
children  I  think  altogether.    Her  husband  is  well. 

693.  Do  yoQ  think  a  long  period  of  incubation  such  as  12  or  14  years 
excludes  the  possibility  of  contagion  ? — No,  certainly  not ;  in  fact  I  think  it 
is  more  the  rule  than  anything  else. 

694.  Dr.  Edington.'^  You  take  the  case  of  those  children  to  be  excep- 
tional, do  you  not  ? — Yes.  My  own  impression  is  that  if  leprosy  enters  into 
a  family  there  will  be  more  cases  of  the  disease  in  the  first  generation  than 
there  will  be  in  a  family  in  which  it  has  existed  for  a  long  period.  It  is 
quite  exceptional  for  a  child  of  a  year  old  to  be  infected. 

695.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  if  there  is  a  family  where  there  is 
leprosy  supposed  to  have  come,  from  a  former  family,  the  children  of  that 
family  nre  not  so  liable  to  take  it  as  the  children  of  a  family  where  it  enters 
for  the  first  time  ? — That  is  so  I  think.  I  think  the  disease  may  die  out 
after  some  i^enerations.  It  is  only  my  own  impression  from  what  I  have 
seen . 

696.  Dr.  Greatliead.']  Do  you  believe  in  the  hereditary  nature  of 
leprosy  ;  is  it  communicable  through  the  mother  ? — You  can  always  explain 
heredity  by  contagion.  1  do  not  think  that  a  child  has  ever  been  born  a 
leper.    You  cannot  prove  heredity. 

697.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  incubation  period  is  about 
15  years? — No.  I  did  not  say  that.  It  may  come  at  any  time,  but  it  is 
more  likely  to  come  after  10  or  15  years  than  after  one  year, 

698.  You  have  mentioned  a  case  which  appeared  in  one  year  ? — Yes. 

699.  Does  not  that  point  more  to  heredity  than  contagion  ? — They  dis- 
pute heiedity  nowadays  altogether. 

700.  Chairman r\  All  those  oases  you  have  given  us  from  Malmesbury 
have  been  more  or  less  under  your  observation  I  understand.  Are  there  any 
others  in  the  district  that  you  know  of  ? — Yes. 

701.  What  were  the  hygienic  conditions  in  regard  to  soil,  climate,  and 
so  on  ? — Very  good. 

702.  You  think  there  was  nothing  to  favour  the  spread  of  the  disease  ? 
— Just  the  contrary;  the  hygienic  conditions  were  good,  as  they  gener  illy 
are  on  farms  :  pure  water,  good  food,  plenty  of  fruit,  no  overcrowding,  and 
clennliuess. 

703.  Dr.  Edinyton.']  What  was  the  character  of  the  place  in  relation  to 
met(  ( lological  conditions  ?— The  farm  is  near  a  mountain,  and  an  open 
healthy  place. 

70  L  Was  it  damp  ? — No,  th  ;  dwelling  house  is  on  a  hill. 

i  05.  Dr.  Herman.']  Has  that  focus  of  leprosy  you  have  referred  to 
completely  died  out  ? — We  shall  see  in  the  future.  It  is  a  large  family,  as 
the  man  had  many  brothers,  who  have  each  large  families  ;  time  will  show 
whether  some  of  them  will  become  affected. 

706.  Chairman.']  Are  some  of  the  family  still  living  on  the  place? — 

Yes. 

707.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  you  cousider  that  farm  the  focus  or  origin  of 
thy  disease  ? — No,  the  hrst  case  did  not  originate  on  the  farm, 

708.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Was  there  anything  in  the  surroundings  to  predispose 
to  the  attack  ? — I  do  not  think  so.    I  should  say  just  the  contrary. 

709.  Chairman.l  Did  they  use  much  fish  as  an  article  of  diet?-  -All 
farmers  consume  dried  fish,  generally  for  breakfast,  but  they  do  not  use  fish 
in  bad  condition. 

710.  Much  of  it? — No,  not  particularly, 

711.  Dr.  Edinyton.]  Do  you  believe  in  the  de  noio  theory  with  regard 
to  the  disease  ? — As  an  exception,  but  as  a  rule  I  firmly  behove  that  if  the 
t/-ue  history  of  all  cases  were  known,  contagion  could  nearly  always  be 
proved.  I  could  always  trace  contagion  in  those  cases  of  whue  people  I 
have  seen. 
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712.  You  cannot  accept  the  do.  novo  theory  then? — No,  I  would  be  very 

...  '  A.  J.  J.  Simons. 

sdvry  to  accept  it.  _ 

713.  Do  you  think  the  disease  is  always  contagious? — Yes,  as  far  as    Feb.  8th,  i894. 
my  experience  goes,  I  believe  you  can  always  trace  the  contagion. 

714  Dr.  Greathead.']  Have  you  found  isolated  cases  where  you  could 
say  you  could  not  possibly  trace  the  disease  to  anything  but  de  novo  ? — If 
you  go  by  the  evidence  of  the  patients  themselves,  every  case  has  originated 
de  novo,  but,  as  I  said  before,  if  the  true  history  is  known,  it  will  be  found 
that  it  can  always  be  traced  to  contagion.  It  is  impossible  to  trace  the 
history  of  the  coloured  patients  in  most  cases,  but  that  does  not  imply  that 
the  disease  has  originated  de  novo. 

7io.  Chairman.']  Wh-^t  do  you  understand  by  the  word  "contagion"? 
— Contact  in  some  way  or  another;  the  saliva  for  instance  may  be  con- 
tagious, the  discharge  of  the  wounds,  the  perspiration  perhaps.  IS^othing 
positive  is  known  about  it,  I  believe. 

716.  Dr.  Edington.j  The  point  we  want  to  get  at  is  this;  Do,  you 
bi'lieve  there  is  a  particular  something  transmitted  from  the  infected  to  the 
healthy  individual,  and  that  as  a  result  of  that  transmission  the  disease 
arises  ? — I  do. 

717.  Leaving  the  mode  of  contact  out  of  the  question,  you  believe  there 
is  contact  of  some  kind,  and  that  a  particular  something  is  transmitted  which 
is  the  cause  of  the  disease? — Exactly  ;  and  in  such  a  way  that  everybody  is 
not  susceptible  to  the  same  extent. 

718.  You  think  that  certain  individuals  are  more  or  less  immune? — 
Yes.  I  beUeve  that  a  disturbance  of  the  nervous  equilibrium  has  a  great 
influence  on  the  susceptibility  of  catching  a  contagious  disease,  for  instance 
if  a  person  is  afraid,  he  is  more  likely  to  be  infected  than  one  who  is  not 
afraid. 

719.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  In  the  cases  you  have  mentioned,  was  there  anything 
to  disturb  or  lower  the  general  health  of  the  patients  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

720.  Chairman.]  The  family  you  have  mentioned  was  in  perfect  health 
as  far  as  you  are  aware,  till  the  leprous  man  came  to  live  among  them  ? — 
Yes,  in  ordinary  health. 

721.  During  the  time  he  lived  there,  did  anything  happen  to  disturb 
the  general  health  of  the  fnmily  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  When  it  was  ascer- 
tained beyond  doubt  that  the  daughter  suffered  from  leprosy,  it  naturally 
gave  a  shock  to  the  whole  family  and  disturbed  their  nervous  balance  to  a 
greater  or  less  degree. 

722.  There  is  not  in  all  persons  the  same  power  of  resistance  to  the  dis- 
ease, is  there  ? — No. 

723.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is  the  mother  living  ? — Yes,  the  mother  is  a  woman 
who,  in  my  opinion,  could  live  with  a  leper  all  her  life  and  never  get  the 
disease.  She  is  alive  still  and  perfectly  healthy,  she  attended  to  the  child 
and  afterwards  to  her  husband. 

V24.  Dr.  Edington."]  What  reason  have  you  for  making  the  statement 
that  she  could  live  with  a  leper  all  her  life  and  never  get  the  disease? — ^In 
the  first  place,  she  was  not  at  all  afraid  of  it.  She  attended  both  the  hus- 
band and  the  daughter.    Some  people  appear  not  to  be  susceptible, 

725.  You  think  they  are  more  or  less  immune  ? — Yes. 

726.  Chairman.]  Does  the  mother  live  on  the  farm  ? — Yes,  as  far  as  I  know. 

727.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Is  there  anything  in  the  appearance  which  would 
lead  you  to  say  that  one  person  is  more  or  less  likely  to  contract  leprosy 
than  another  ? — I  believe  that  strumous  people  and  those  of  a  lymphatic  tem- 
perament, also  those  liable  to  erysipelas  are  more  or  less  apt  to  get  the  disease, 
it  is  only  a  supposition  on  my  part, 

728.  If  you  had  a  dozen  people  in  a  room,  could  you  pick  out  any  person 
more  likely  thim  another  to  get  leprosy  ? — Only  on  the  grounds  I  have  just 
stated. 

[G.IO— '94.]  L- 
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A  J  F%mor/s  729.  Dt .  Edingion.~\  Have  you  ever  seen  loprosj^  and  tuberculosis  in  any 

—      "    form  existing  in  the  same  subject  ?  -  Tlie  a3miptoms  in  the  cases  where  the 
Feb.  stii,  1894.    lungg  are  affected,  are  in  many  respects  the  same,  but  the  expectoration 
has  not  the  glairy  character  of  the  ulcerations  of  leprosy. 

730.  Are  the  lungs  affected  ? — Yes,  with  leprous  tubercles,  in  anaesthetic 
leprosy. 

731.  Dr.  (Tveathead.']  Have  you  made  any  post  mortem  examination  of 
lepers  ?— No ;  in  private  practice  it  cannot  be  done. 

732.  Have  you  examined  any  secretions  for  bacillus  ? — No,  but  I  have 
seen  the  bacillus. 

733.  Dr.  Herman.']  Did  the  mother  and  father  you  have  referred  to 
have  any  children  after  the  latter  became  leprous  ? — No,  but  they  were  people 
of  a  good  age  ;  the  mother  was  about  44  at  that  time  and  the  father  over  50. 
The  youngest  child  is  about  22  years  of  age. 

734.  Chairman.']  Do  you  know  of  any  other  cases  that  have  occurred  in 
the  district  ?— Yes ;  a  farmer  adopted  an  orphan  child,  of  whom  he  was 
particularly  fond  and  used  to  make  a  constant  conpanion  of.  The  farmer 
became  affected  with  leprosy,  and  the  adopted  cliild,  now  a  married  man  with 
several  children,  is  a  confirmed  leper.  This  occurred  between  Hopefield  and 
Darling. 

736.  Was  the  farmer  a  white  man? — Yes. 

736.  When  did  that  case  come  under  your  observation  ? — Some  ten  years 
ago.    The  adopted  son  is  on  the  island. 

737.  How  came  you  to  notice  the  disease  in  this  group? — I  was  sent 
for  by  the  mother-in-law  to  examine  the  man. 

738.  Was  it  the  first  cas'^  on  this  farm? — Yes. 

738a.  What  ag(^  man  was  the  farmer  ? — Between  60  and  70  when  he 

died. 

739.  At  the  time  you  saw  him,  I  mean? — T  saw  him  frequently  in  the 
town.    This  is  a  good  many  years  ago. 

740.  Were  you  able  to  ascertain  any  particulars  about  how  he  got  the 
disease  ? — No.    I  could  not  ascertain. 

741.  Aud  he  adopted  a  child  who  became  a  leper? — Yes,  very  much  later 
oii  he  became  a  leper,  when  he  was  about  25  years  of  age. 

742.  How  many  years  was  it  between  the  time  that  you  first  saw  the 
child  and  when  the  leprosy  developed  itself  ? — 1  saw  him  for  the  first 
time  when  I  examined  him ;  he  was  a  child  when  he  came  to  live  with  the 
old  farmer;  the  disetise  broke  out  after  20  years. 

743.  Did  he  live  with  the  farmer  for  20  years  without  showing  any  signs 
of  disease  ? — No,  he  lived  afterwards  on  his  brother's  farm. 

744.  At  what  age  did  the  leprosy  manifest  itself  in  the  adopted  child  ? — 
When  he  was  25  or  26  years  old,  if  not  later.  He  was  married  at  the  time 
and  had  two  children. 

745.  Were  you  able  to  pursue  an  investigation  of  that  case  of  leprosy 
in  the  adopted  child  ? — I  have  said  that  I  saw  him  for  the  first  time  when  he 
was  a  married  man.  He  was  willing  to  go  to  Eobben  Island,  and  1  believe 
he  is  still  alive, 

746.  Was  there  anything  in  the  hygienic  surroundings  of  these  people 
that  was  defective,  either  as  regards  climate  or  soil  or  diet.  Did  they  also  live 
on  salt  fish  occasionally  ?— Yes;  they  all  eat  fish  in  that  district,  but  they  have 
good  fish  th(  re  ;  they  do  not  get  spoilt  fish.  The  soil  is  sandy  and  the  water 
is  not  bad. 

747.  On  these  f firms  as  a  rule,  is  there  overcrowding  in  the  sleeping 
rooms  ? — Yes,  in  these  parts  there  is  more  or  less.  They  only  have  small 
rooms. 

7 48.  How  do  you  think  this  adopted  child  got  the  leprosy  ? — Through 
contagion  I  think.  It  is  not  right  to  say  that  the  disease  arises  de  novo  when 
you  can  trace  contagion  in  a  reasonable  way. 
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749.  You  have  mentioned  in  all  eight  cases,  six  in  *:he  first  group,  and 
two  in  the  second.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  in  the  second  group  the  causes 
were  precisely  similar  and  an.ilagous  to  those  in  the  first  group  as  regards  the 
causation  of  the  disease  ? — Yes,  I  think  so,  but  it  is  uncertiiin. 

750.  Is  there  any  other  group  of  disease  in  the  district  you  can  mention? 
— There  is  the  case  of  a  younj,  man  who  is  still  on  the  island  ;  a  white  man. 

751.  Where  di !  he  reside  ? — At  Malmesbury. 

752.  At  what  time  did  he  come  under  your  notice  ;  how  old  was  he  ? — 
Nineteen. 

753.  Was  he  a  leper  at  that  time  ; — Yes  ;  I  sent  him  to  the  island. 

754.  Did  he  live  with  his  family  ? — Yes,  in  the  town. 

755.  Were  nny  other  members  of  the  family  lepers? — No  ;  all  healthy. 

756.  Are  there  any  still  living  at  Malniesbury  ? — Yes,  I  bjlieve  so,  so 
far  as  I  know.    He  was  the  oldest  son. 

757.  Have  you  any  evidence  to  show  how  he  contracted  the  disease  ? — 
A  gentleman  farmer  from  Groenekloof  came  to  use  the  baths  at  Malmesbury 
and  took  lodgings  at  the  house  of  the  young  man's  parents  ;  he  was  an  old 
man  who  had  been  suffering  from  a  very  severe  form  of  psoriasis,  which 
appears  to  have  turned  to  leprosy  afterwards  and  of  which  he  died.  The 
young  man  used  to  assist  him  in  the  bath  and  is  said  to  have  used  the  same 
water  afterwards  for  himself  ;  besides  that,  he  attended  the  old  gentleman  in 
many  ways. 

758.  Was  there  anything  to  prove  that  the  elder  man  was  a  leper  at  the 
time  ? — You  could  get  that  from  Dr.  Uhadwick,  who  attended  him  at  the 
time.  I  doubt  whether  he  considered  it  to  be  leprosy.  The  young  man  you 
can  find  on  t!ie  island. 

759.  In  this  case  were  the  climatic  conditions,  soil,  good  ? — Yes, 
there  was  nothing  else  whatever  so  far  as  I  know  to  bring  on  the  disease. 

760.  Z>y.  Dodds.'\  Did  the  two  men  sleep  together  ? — It  was  a  roomy 
place,  they  may  have  slept  in  the  same  room  but  not  in  the  same  bed. 

761.  Still  there  were  oilier  opportunities  of  contagion  if  they  were 
living  in  the  same  house  besides  bathing  in  the  same  water,  were  there  not  ? 
— Yes,  there  were  many  chances  of  contagion. 

76'J.  Chairman.']  Is  there  any  other  case  ?— I'hero  is,  a  case  which  goes 
far  to  prove  heredity.  The  grandchild  is  on  the  island,  the  grandmother  died 
of  leprosy,  the  motlier  also,  and  two  brothers  of  the  mo: her  as  well  four  or 
five  years  ago.  I  sent  the  boy  to  the  island,  he  is  still  there.  I  have  not  seen 
his  uncles  but  I  have  seen  his  m  ither,  and  it  is  a  veiy  bad  case  of  leprosy. 

763.  Dr.  Herman.']  How  many  children  had  the  grandmother  ?— That 
I  cannot  say,  but  three,  two  sons  and  one  daughter  died  of  leprosy. 

764.  ¥/hat  form  of  leprosy  was  it  ? — Tubercular;  among  the  coloured 
people  it  is  mostly  tubercular. 

765.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Did  you  know  personally  the  brothers  who  died  ? 
— No,  the  sister  told  me  that  her  two  brothers  died  of  the  disease. 

766.  How  long  after  the  grandmother  did  the  mother  get  leprosy  ?• — 12 
or  14  years.  There  is  another  matter  connected  with  this  case.  The  woman 
acted  as  wet  nurse  in  a  certain  family  and  the  gi)l  she  suckled  is  li\ing  still. 
She  is  now  about  16  years  old  and  quite  well.  At  that  time  the  nurse  did 
not  show  any  signs  of  the  disease. 

767.  How  old  was  the  child  when  it  developed  leprosy  from  its  mother? 
— It  was  ten  when  I  saw  it  first;  but  you  only  see  these  cases  when  they  are 
fully  developed.  You  must  allow  two  or  three  years  for  the  first  symptoms 
to  develope. 

768.  Do  you  know  where  the  girl  of  16  years  of  age  is  ?— Yes,  I  do. 
V69.  Dr.  Dodds.]  You  say  she  has  no  signs  of  leprosy  at  present? — 

No.    I  saw  her  not  so  long  ago  ;  about  a  year. 

770.  Chairman.]  Would  you  be  able  to  visit  her  at  any  time  and  pro- 
nounce an  opinion  on  the  cafeo  ? — Yes. 

I  2 
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1  J  f%moi>s  ^'^''■^^^^O  Lploir  speaks  of  a  possible  incubation  period  of  40 

^  *  '  _  *  years  ;  are  you  of  the  same  opinion  ? — Yes,  it  is  possible,  although  it  seems 
Feb.  8th,  1894.      little  too  long.    I  beliove  20  years  to  be  about  the  general  limit. 

772.  You  think  twenty  years  within  the  bounds  of  scientific  possibility  ? 
—Yes,  because  you  cannot  exclude  fresh  contagion  in  such  cases.  In  40 
years  time  there  is  more  chance  for  fresh  contagion. 

773.  Chairman.^  In  that  case  of  a  child  now  16  years  old,  you  would 
only  assume  a  case  of  contagiousness  if  she  did  develope  leprosy,  would  you 
not  ?— Yes,  from  nursing. 

774.  Provided  you  could  exclude  all  other  conditions  which  arise  during 
a  lifetime,  such  as  risks  of  fresh  contagion,  unhealthy  surroundings  and  so 
forth  ?— Yes. 

775.  Even  in  a  case  of  that  sort  it  would  be  necessary  to  bear  in  mind 
other  points  which  require  exclusion,  would  it  not? — Yes. 

770.  On  Avhat  grounds  would  you  favour  a  belief  in  such  a  lengthened 
jncuba'ion  peiiod  as  20  5^ears  ? — On  the  ground  that  the  disease  has  been 
known  to  develope  itself  about  thstt  time,  but  it  is  not  conclusively  proved, 
I  admit.  Perhaps  the  tendency  to  the  disease  is  always  there  but  it  is  deve- 
loped under  peculiar  circumstances  of  which  we  are  totally  ignorant;  it  is  the 
same  with  cancer  or  tuberculosis,  I  believe. 

777.  Dr.  Edington.  \  You  admit  that  the  disease  has  been  there  all  the 
time  in  a  latent  form,  awaiting  certain  conditions  to  develope,  is  that  your 
opinion  ? — Yes,  but  I  cannot  prove  it. 

778.  Dr.  Herman.^  Have  you  found  instances  to  lead  you  to  believe 
that  leprosy  develops  itself  at  certain  periods  of  life ;  take  the  case  of  a  leper 
family,  the  father  or  mother  being  a  leper ;  you  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
children  will  get  leprosy  at  two  or  three  years  of  age? — Certainly  not. 

779.  You  mentioned  just  now  the  case  of  a  child  only  one  year  old 
having  leprosy,  did  you  not  ? — That  is  an  exception. 

780.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Taking  the  whole  period  of  life  for  a  male  and  a 
female  into  consideration,  can  you  say  within  certain  limits  what  ages  are  most 
likely  to  be  affected  by  leprosy  ? — The  age  of  puberty  is  one. 

781.  Will  you  define  that  age?— Say  between  14  and  20.  Then  after 
people  have  been  mariied  some  years,  my  impression  is  that  leprosy  may 
develope  itself.  In  one  case  I  have  mentioned,  the  man  did  not  get  leprosy 
before  he  had  been  married  tivo  or  six  years.  There  was  nothing  the  matter 
with  him  before,  and  he  married  into  a  family  where  there  was  no 
leprosy. 

782.  Dr.  Herman.~\  What  do  you  mean  by  heredity  ? — Heredity  you 
can  never  prove  in  leprosy  unless  a  child  is  born  a  leper,  in  all  other  cases  you 
can  always  explain  it  by  contagion ;  but  for  practical  purposes  of  society  it  is 
better  to  stick  to  the  word  "  heredity,"  I  would  define  it  as  a  predisposi- 
tion to  certain  disease  in  a  family.    That  is  what  heredity  comes  to. 

783.  In  your  opinion  is  there  heredity  in  regard  to  leprosy  the  same  as 
in  regard  to  syphilis  ? — Yes,  but  not  to  such  an  extent.  I  should  say  it  has 
more  analogy  to  tuberculosis  or  cancer. 

784.  You  knuw  what  is  meant  by  inherited  syphilis? — Inherited  syphi- 
lis attacks  every  descendant. 

785.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  In  one  case  you  have  the  disease  itseK  and  in  the 
other  case  it  is  only  a  tendency  to  the  disease,  and  you  say  only  the  tendency 
is  hereditary  ? — Yes.    It  is  modified  by  circumstances. 

786.  Dr.  Edington.']  Admitting  for  the  moment  that  leprosy  is  a  bac- 
terial disease,  do  you  believe  that  the  bacillus  is  inherited  ? — No,  I  do  not 
believe  that.  But  I  believe  there  may  be  a  state  in  which  the  bacillus  is 
developed,  which  may  be  transmitted  from  parents  to  childreo. 

787.  The  bacillus  must  always  be  a  bacillus,  and  if  the  bacillus  is  car- 
ried over  frojn  the  mother  to  the  foetus,  we  aesume  that  later  on  leprosy  will 
arise  as  a  result  of  tljat ;  but  you  disbelieve  the  fact  that   the  bacillus  can  be 
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carried  over  from  the  mother  to  the  foetus  ? — It  may  be  manufactured  so  to     ^  ,  P''-. 

,„,,..  *'  A.  J.  J.  fiuiiijiis. 

say  under  lavournbU'  circiimstances.  _ 

788.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  the  manufacture  of  the  bacillus  ?— The  Feb.  8th,  1894. 
expression  was  adoiVed  on  the  spur  of  the  moment. 

789.  Chairman.^  I  understand  that  you  go  back  to  llie  predisposition  of 
the  patient  ? — Yes.  I  do  not  see  why  there  should  not  be  conditions  hither- 
to imknown  tending  to  the  development  of  the  bacillus.  Perhaps  these  con- 
ditions may  be  afterwards  discovered. 

790.  Dr.  Edington'\  That  theory  has  been  exploded.  It  is  possible  to 
carry  over  the  bacillus  of  tuberculosis,  and  unless  some  condition  arises  later 
by  which  it  is  destroyed  or  interfered  with,  tuberculosis  will  appear. 
Granting  for  the  moment  that  the  same  thing  applies  to  leprosy,  leaving  out 
of  consideration  for  the  time  the  period  that  might  intervene,  do  you  believe 
that  it  is  possible  for  the  active  contagion  to  be  carried  over  from  the  mother 
to  the  fa3tus,  or  on  the  other  hand,  do  you  be  ieve  that  there  is  a  weakened 
condition  of  the  tissues  inherited,  by  which  if  exposed  to  infection  at  a  later 
date,  the  patient  will  be  more  likely  to  take  it  than  other  people  ? — If  it  is  a 
fact  that  the  bacillus  of  tuberculosis  is  carried  over,  there  are  no  reasons  why 
the  bacillus  of  leprosy  should  not  be  carried  over  in  the  same  way.  I  was 
not  aware  of  the  fact. 

791.  The  bacillus  may  be  in  a  dormant  condition,  and  when  predisposition 
has  been  inherited,  the  patient  being  exposed  to  infection  takes  that  infection. 
Certain  families  are  more  predisposed  to  infection  than  others.  Do  you 
believe  that  there  is  merely  a  predisposition  inherited,  or  do  you  believe  that 
the  actual  disease  is  carried  over  ? — I  cannot  say ;  the  fact  is,  it  may  be  one 
way  or  the  other,  aud  I  ttike  a  practical  rather  thvin  a  scientific  view  of  the 
matter. 

792.  How  about  the  very  young  children  you  mentioned  who  inherited 
leprosy  ? — That  I  consider  an  exception. 

793.  Were  they  infected  after  birth  or  were  they  born  infected? — I  can- 
not say.  As  they  were  not  born  witfi  visible  symptoms  heredity  cannot 
be  absolutely  proved. 

794.  Suppose  thoye  children  had  developed  syphilis  a  short  time  after 
birth,  would  you  have  said  that  it  was  inherited  or  that  there  was  a  predis- 
position to  it  ? — That  it  was  inherited  I  should  &2iy. 

796.  Can  you  give  us  an  equally  strong  statement  with  regard  to  leprosy  ? 
— !No.  Syphilis  is  quite  a  different  thing,  syphilis  belongs  to  the  ;!cute  diseases. 

796.  Ydu  c;innot  say  from  your  experience  whether  leprosy  is  hereditary 
or  not  ? — For  all  practical  social  purposes  it  is  better  to  ccmsider  it  to  be 
hereditary,  but  it  cannot  be  proved  from  a  scientific  point  of  view. 

797.  You  do  not  know  what  it  is  that  is  inherited,  but  you  are  sure  there 
is  something  that  is  hereditary,  I  understand  ? — Yes. 

795.  Dr  Herman.']  Are  you  aware  of  any  other  diseases  which  are  trans- 
mitted from  father  to  child? — Tuberculosis  and  cancer.  What  you  find  in 
leprosy  you  find  in  cancer  and  tuberculosis.  It  will  sometimes  pass  over  one 
generation,  and  you  find  grandchildren  :  ore  affected  than  childi'en. 

799.  Does  that  hold  good  for  syphilis,  which  is  a  disease  somewhat 
similar  to  leprosy  ? — I  believe  that  leprosy  is  more  akin  to  cancer  and  tuber- 
culosis whii;h  are  chronic.  Syphilis  is  not  a  chronic  disease  :  it  belongs  to 
-the  acute  disease.-. 

.  8()(;.  Dr.  Dodds.j  Are  there  any  other  cases  of  leprosy  you  can  men- 
tion ? — I  liavo  two  cases  from  Somerset  East,  not  from  my  own  observation 
but  from  the  clergyman's,  that  are  perfectly  to  be  relied  on. 

SOL  Dr.  Fismer.']  Have  you  observed  whether  in  part  of  the  Malmes- 
bury  district  along  the  coast  there  is  more  leprosy  than  inland? — There  used 
to  be  moie  c.ises  on  the  coast,  but  the  coast  is  more  thickly  populated  than 
the  inland  jturls. 

802.  Chairiuun  ]  Have  you  ever  known  a  case  of  leprosy  dying  out 
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A  j.^^moi/s.    •'spontaneously  or  by  medical  treatment? — I  have  seen  an  improvement,  for 
—  some  time  by  usins  eucalyptus  oil,  but  I  have  not  seen  any  case  that  I  could 

FeKS.h,  1894  CUred.  ^  ^  '  ^ 

808.  Have  any  cases  coino  under  you  observation  where  the  disease  has 
ceased  ? — I  reojember  a  case  where  one  foot  was  affected  and  considered  by 
Dr.  Biccard  to  be  of  a  leprous  character.  Dr.  Fismer,  I  believe,  also  knows 
about  it.    The  disease  was  arrested  and  as  far  as  I  know  has  remained  so.« 

801.  Was  the  other  foot  affected  also? — No. 

805.  Is  it  not  exceptional  in  leprosy  to  tind  only  one  leg  affected  ? — The 
fact  of  the  disease  being  arrested  is  in  itself  exceptional. 

806.  Is  that  a  case,  should  you  say,  where  leprosy  seems  to  bo  dying 
out  of  a  family  ? — I  should  not  wonder.  It  has  beeu  in  the  family  fur  a  long 
time. 

807.  Did  you  consider  at  the  time  the  probabdity  of  its  being  tuberculous 
disease  of  the  joint? — It  was  not  that  ;  the  discharge  was  of  a  particularly 
glairy  nature  ;  besides,  the  face  was  slightly  affected. 

80".  Is  there  anything  the  matter  with  his  face  now  ? — No  ;  of  course 
sometimes  the  disease  is  latent,  and  no  one  can  positively  say  whether  this 
man  is  cured  or  not. 

809  Dr.  E(Ungton.~\  What  is  your  opinion  about  the  Segregation  of 
lepers ;  are  y<m  in  favoui  of  compulsory  segregation  ? — I  have  been  inves- 
tigating the  matter  lately,  and  find  that  in  olden  times  lepers  were  only 
segregated  to  a  certain  extent,  but  well  to  do  people,  I  believe,  were  allowed 
to  remain  at  their  own  places  or  private  asylums  under  strict  supervision.  I 
believe  thai  is  dime  at  the  present  time  in  Norway  where  leprosv"  is  said  to  be 
decreasing  to  a  great  extent.  It  is  not  right  to  segregate  everybody.  I  do 
not  think  those  who  can  afford  to  be  thoroughly  isolated  at  home  or  in  private 
asylums  should  be  forced  tu  go  to  Robben  Island. 

81(1,  Dr.  Greathead.']  You  would  be  in  favour  of  modifying  the  segrega- 
tion ,\ct  for  the  better  class  of  patients  ? — Yes. 

811.  Have  you  any  plan  drawn  up  in  your  own  mind  with  reference  to 
the  management  of  such  cases  ? — I  tbink  they  might  be  allowed  to  remain 
at  home  or  in  private  asylums,  subject  to  strict  supervision  and  periodical 
visits  from  the  magistrate  and  district  surgeon. 

812.  At  what  intervals  would  you  suggest? — Every  three  months  or  so. 

813.  Dr.  //c/vy^tf/i.]  You  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  leprosy  is  contagious, 
v.'Mild  you  say  highly  contagious  or  moderately  so? — Moderately. 

8:4.  And  it  is  less  contagious  you  say  th.iu  syphilis  or  tuberculosis. 
Looking  at  the  castas  you  have  given  us  would  y  'U  say  you  would  only  :>  irt- 
iiilly  segregate  lepers  ? — Yes,  I  would. 

815.  Notwithsl"anding  the  fact  that  in  the  first  series  of  cases  you  men- 
tioned, where  a  child  was  isolated,  that  child  became  a  centre  of  disease. 
Would  you  still  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  series  of  foci  such  as 
that  ? — The  child  was  not  a  focus  of  disease  any  more  when  she  was  isolated. 

816.  You  think  then  there  is  comparatively  little  danger  when  the 
oases  are  known  ? — Yes,  because  people  will  be  careful  then. 

817.  Practically  you  think  they  can  then  be  sufficiently  separated  to 
safeguard  the  community  ?—  Yes,  I  believe  so.  It  appears  to  have  answered 
well  in  former  times. 

818.  What  regulations  for  segregation  would  you  recommend  in  such 
cases  ?— I  would  have  patients  isolated,  under  strict  rules. 

819.  Would  you  isolate  them  in  their  own  homes  or  would  you 
establish  a  series  of  leper  institutions  ? — The  latter  would  be  far  better  in 
the  long  run,  if  it  could  be  done,  no  doubt.  I  only  adhere  to  the  principle 
that  it  is  proper  for  people  who  can  afford  it,  to  be  isolated  in  their  own 
homes  or  at  private  asylums. 

820.  Then  would  you  have  cases  of  leprosy  among  the  better  classes 
dotted  over  the  Ciolony  ? — There  would  not  be  so  many,  and  in  course  of 
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time  there  would  be  .still  fewer ;  tlie3'    will  afterwards  prefer   to   go  to    ^  ^  j^simonfi 
private  asylums  rattier  than  to  rem  iiii  at  home  and  deprive  their  families 
from  social  intercourse.  _ 

821.  Bearing  in  mind  the  evidence  that  has  been  given  to  the  world  by 
the  Indian  Leprosy  Commission,  do  you  still  think  the  disease  is  contagious  ? — 
Yes,  certainly. 

822.  Do  you  base  your  opinion  upon  the  cases  you  have  placed  before 
us?— Yes. 

823.  Have  you  any  other  information  bearing  upon  the  question  of 
contagion  ? — There  is  a  good  deal  of  information  on  this  subject,  but  it  is 
generally  known  that  in  the  case  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  for  instance,  forty 
years  ago  there  was  not  a  case  of  leprosy  there. 

824.  From  your  experience  has  vaccination  anything  to  do  with  the 
spread  of  leprosy? — I  have  no  experience  in  the  matter  ;  I  only  know  of  the 
case  of  Professor  Gairdner  of  Glasgow. 

825.  When  you  first  went  to  Malmesbury  was  leprosy  then  a  frequent 
form  of  disease  ? — People  were  more  afraid  of  it  than  they  are  now.  There 
was  an  article  in  the  newspaper  one  day  which  did  a  great  deal  of  harm.  A 
military  doctor  said  that  leprosy  was  not  contagious  at  all.  Leprosy  has 
slowly  increased  since  I  first  went  to  Malmesbury. 

826.  Was  it  common  when  you  first  went  there? — Yes;  there  were 
several  cases,  especially  on  the  coast,  but  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

827.  Z>r.i>0(iffe.]  You  think  if  people  are  led  to  consider  it  not  contagious, 
th  iy  will  grow  careless  and  thus  great  harm  might  be  done  ?— Certainly.  I 
remember  coming  to  a  place  called  Izerfontein  where  there  were  several 
coloured  lepers ;  the  people  ridiculed  the  idea  of  its  being  contagious,  relying 
on  the  statement  in  the  paper. 

828.  Dr.  Herman.^  What  method  would  ym  adopt  in  order  to  discover 
cases  of  leprosy.  How  would  you  find  them  out  sufficiently  early  to  separate 
them  and  place  them  under  treatment  ? — At  the  present  time  I  should 
suggest  that  the  field  cornets  should  report  to  the  magistrate  the  cases  of 
leprosy  in  their  respective  field  cornetcies. 

829.  Do  you  think  the  present  regulations  are  sufficient  to  reach  all 
cases  of  leprosy  ? — If  properly  adhered  to  they  v^'ill  reach  most  cases. 

830.  Are  you  in  favour  of  making  householders  notify  the  fact  of  the 
existence  of  leprosy  in  the  house  ? — They  would  not  do  it. 

881.  Do  not  you  think  they  would  doit  if  there  was  a  penal  clause 
attached  to  the  law? — Perhaps,  but  they  would  probably  only  do  so  when 
the  disease  was  far  advanced ;  they  could  for  a  long  time  plead  ignorance. 

832.  Would  you  make  it  incumbent  upon  medical  practitioners  to  report 
cases  of  leprosy  ? — Certainly,  and  I  would  call  in  the  assistance  of  clergymen. 

833.  What  knowledge  would  clergymen  have  ? — They  often  reach  oases 
that  no  medical  man  can  reach.  In  the  course  of  their  duties,  whenever  they 
met  with  a  leper,  they  could  report  it. 

8J4.  Do  you  think  medical  men  would  be  willing  to  notify  cases  of 
lepn  sy  ? — It  should  be  made  compulsory  by  law.  I  believe  the  Act  of  1884 
makes  it  compulsory. 

83 ).  Would  you  punish  them  if  they  did  not  do  it  ? — Everybody  is 
obliged  to  obey  the  law,  or  stand  the  consequences. 

836.  Do  you  think  if  medical  men  had  to  notify  the  occurrence  of 
leprosy,  their  patients  would  leave  them,  and  they  would  suffer  ? — If  medical 
men  are  compelled  by  law  simply  to  report  cases,  it  would  be  a  great  injustice 
on  the  part  of  tneir  patients  to  leave  them  ;  bosii^es,  any  other  practitioner 
would  be  obliged  to  act  in  the  same  way. 

837.  Dr.  Dodds.']  If  individuals  knew  that  they  would  not  be  forced  to 
go  to  Robben  Island,  but  might  be  treated  under  supervision,  the  induce- 
ment to  conceal  cases  would  be  very  much  lessened,  would  it  not  ? — 'Cer- 
tainly.   If  segregation  is  too  strict,  it  will  never  answer. 
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,  r  P^x.  8'"8.  Chainnan.']  You  are  in  favour  of  modified  segreffation  ? — Yes. 

A  J.  J.  Simons.  ojn/-»7T  TT:r  ii         ii  i 

—  ooy.  Dr.  jPismer.j  You  would  oulj^  have  compulsory  segregation  for 

Feb.  8th,  1894.    those  who  could  uot  afford  to  be  privately  isolated  ?— Yes. 

840.  Dr.  Edington.'\  So  long  as  an  individual  can  be  segregated  accord- 
ing to  some  recognised  law  you  would  have  him  segregated  in  his  own  home 
or  at  some  institution  ?— ^es. 

841.  But  where  they  cannot  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  you 
would  say  the  law  might  step  in,  and  you  would  then  compulsorily  remove 
lepers  to  Robben  Island  ?— To  Eobben  Island  or  any  other  place  where  they 
could  be  properly  isolated. 

842.  Dr.  Herman.']  I  believe  you  have  had  a  large  practice  among  the 
lower  class  of  people  in  the  Malmesbury  district  ;  you  were  district  surgeon 
for  a  Inng  period.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  segregate  coloured 
people  in  the  vicinity  of  their  homes  ? — It  would  be  better  to  have  them  at  a 
distance. 

813.  Then  you  would  send  the  coloured  people  to  Robben  Island  ? — Yes, 
or  to  any  other  institution.    Perhaps  one  instit:ition  would  be  too  little. 

844.  If  you  removed  the  coloured  people,  you  think  the  white  people 
should  be  treated  in  their  own  homes  ? — If  they  desired  it,  of  course  subject  to 
strict  supervision. 

845.  Are  you  very  much  in  favour  of  establishing  local  centres  for  seg- 
regating cases,  say  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  towns  in  the  different  divi- 
sions ? — There  would  not  be  so  many  required,  one  for  the  West  and  one  for 
East  would,  I  think,  be  quite  sufficient. 

8  16.  What  cases  would  you  leave  on  their  own  farms? — All  lepers  are 
not  farmers.  I  would  allow  those  who  wish  to  do  so  to  remain  in  their 
homes,  provided  they  are  strictly  isolated. 

847.  What  kind  of  supervision  would  you  recommend  in  such  cases?- — 
Periodical  visits  from  the  resident  magistrate  and  district  surgeon  foi-  instance  ; 
the  method  of  supervision  could  be  determined  on  afterwirds. 

848.  You  think  that  would  be  sufficient  ? — Yes. 

849.  Would  it  be  necessary  to  have  separate  warders  or  nurses  to  look 
after  the  cases  ? — If  that  could  be  done  it  would  be  a  good  thing. 

850.  Dr.  Dodds.  \  You  would  draw  up  certain  regulations  in  regard  to 
eating,  sleeping,  and  so  on,  and  if  these  people  had  intelligence  enough  to 
follow  out  such  regulations  you  would  allow  them  to  remain  on  their  farms  in 
certain  cases  or  in  small  private  institutions? — Yes. 

851.  Dr.  Herman.~\  From  your  experience  are  the  people  sufficiently  alive 
to  the  importance  of  disinfection  and  isolation,  aad  would  they  carry  out  the 
regulations  ?— They  will  have  to  be  so,  or  else  suffer  the  consequences. 

852.  From  your  experience  is  it  not  a  tact  that  anything  like  disinfection 
or  isolation  on  farms  has  been  an  utter  failure  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  so  any 
more  at  present  amongst  the  better  classes.  In  one  of  the  cases  I  mentioned 
the  man  had  an  outer  room.  Everything  was  kept  separate  and  he  was  quite 
isolated.    This  might  have  been  at  that  time  an  exceptional  case. 

853.  You  must  remember  that  we  have  now  a  Segregation  Act  in 
actual  working  order  ;  would  you  recommend  that  the  law  should  be  put  back 
and  lepers  be  allowed  to  leave  Robben  Island  and  be  segregated  in  there  own 
homes  ? — Those  who  could  afford  to  do  so,  yes ;  there  would  not  be  so  many. 

854.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  taking  the  lepers  away  from  Robben 
Island  and  spreading  them  bioadcast  over  the  country  and  allowing  them  to 
live  on  their  farms  ?—  No. 

855.  How  many  lepers  are  there  on  Robben  Island  ?— I  do  not  know 
the  exact  number ;  some  few  hundreds  I  believe. 

856.  If  there  were  four  farmers  say  from  the  Malmesbury  district 
suffering  from  leprosy,  would  you  allow  them  to  go  back  to  their  farms  and 
live  there  under  supervision  ? — Yes,  as  I  believe  that  through  the  absence  of 
society,  and  from  the  fact  of  their  being  avoided  by  everybody,  they  would 
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RoriTi  want  to  go  to  some  private  place.    The  law  is  at  present  very  much     ^  ^  f^kmons 
evudedbV  white  people.    I  know  of  two  cases  now  that  should  be  on  Eobbon  — 
Mand. 

857.  Will  you  mention  the  names  ?  —No,  that  I  cannot  do. 

858.  Should  you  not  as  a  medical  man  report  such  cases  ? — I  would 
only  report  the  cases  that  came  under  my  own  notice  ;  I  only  know  of  these 
cases  by  report. 

859.  Did  you  not  write  to  the  papers  saying  that  a  medical  man's  position 
was  a  responsible  one  ? — I  cannot  remember  having  written  so  but  I  think 
it  is  self  evident. 

860.  Dr.  Dodds.']  You  think  it  very  important  that  the  law  should  not 
be  too  stringent  ? — Yes. 

861.  And  the  modification  you  recommend  would  only  apply  to  compara- 
tively few  cases,  it  would  not  apply  to  the  great  majority  of  people 
unable  to  take  the  necessary  precautions,  would  it  ? — It  would  only  apply 
to  those  who  could  afford  the  expense. 

86-'.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Would  you  draw  a  line  between  the  white  and  black 
races  ? — No,  if  a  European  was  not  able  to  segregate  himself  sufficiently, 
there  wo'  Id  be  no  alternative  for  him  but  to  go  to  the  public  asylum. 

863.  If  a  coloured  man  could  afford  to  segregate  himself  privately, 
would  you  allow  him  to  do  so  ? — Certainly. 

864.  Dr.  Greathead.']  You  would  spare  no  expense  to  isolate  these  cases 
at  their  own  expense  ? — No  reasonable  and  necessary  expense. 

865.  But  you  would  have  stringent  rules  ? — Yes. 

866.  With  a  penalty  attached  for  any  breach  of  the  regulations  ? — Yes. 

867.  You  would  render  them  liable  to  be  removed  to  Eobben  Island  if 
the  regulations  were  not  complied  with  ? — Yes,  I  suppose  so. 

868.  Chairman.~\  Do  you  think  such  a  provision  would  have  an  educa- 
tional effect  on  the  people  of  the  Colony  ? — Certainly  it  would. 

869.  Do  you  think  they  would  acquiesce  in  such  an  Act  more  cheerfully  ? 
— I  suppose  they  would  prefer  those  provisions  to  compulsory  sequestration 
on  the  island. 

870.  Dr.  Herman?^  In  the  case  of  leprosy  among  the  better  classes  ;  is 
it  not  a  fact  that  such  cases  are  never  spoken  of  or  known  ? — I  am  sure  it  is. 

871.  Is  it  not  extremely  difficult  for  medical  men  to  get  any  informa- 
tion ? — It  is,  and  still  more  difficult  to  get  reliable  information ;  the  evi- 
dence of  the  patient  and  even  of  the  relatives  is,  as  a  rule,  totally  misleading. 

872.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  of  leprosy  being 
imported  from  other  countries  ? — No. 

873.  Not  by  Malays  or  Indians? — No,  but  it  would  be  proper  to  be  on 
the  look  out,  as  so  many  Indians  now-a-days  come  to  South  Africa, 

874.  Do  you  know  of  any  mistakes  having  been  made  in  the  diagnosis 
of  cases  that  have  been  sent  to  Eobben  Island  ? — I  believe  there  was  one  some 
years  ago.  It  was  the  case  of  a  boy,  I  think,  but  I  do  not  remember  the 
circumstances  clearly. 

875.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  with  reference  to  having  a 
probationary  station  for  leprosy  cases  ? — I  certainly  think  it  would  be  a  good 
thing,  especially  for  children. 

876.  Would  you  have  a  different  place  for  suspected  cases  or  would  you 
put  them  all  in  the  same  category  ? — It  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  a 
different  place.  It  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  declare  a  person  a  leper ; 
especially  at  first.  You  must  be  perfectly  sure  of  your  diagnosis,  which 
i-'hould  at  that  stage  be  confirmed  by  another  medical  man. 

877.  Do  you  consider  the  present  form  of  certificate  satisfactory,  or 
would  you  leave  out  that  portion  declaring  the  case  to  be  injurious  to  the 
public  health  ? — As  soon  as  a  person  is  declared  to  be  a  leper  he  is  ipso  facto 
tn  be  consifltred  dangerous  to  the  public  according  to  our  present  knowledge. 

878.  Would  you  leave  it  to  the  option  of  the  medical  man  to  say  whether 
or  not  the  leprosy  was  injurious  ? — According  to  our  present  knowledge,  cases 

[a.  10. -'94.]  K 
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^  J  /'^^ifjV;,^;,,    i^i^y      injurious  at  any  stage  ;  certifying  that  it  is  not  so,  would  be,  to  say 

—  the  least,  injudicious. 

Feb.  8th,  1894.  g^g^  jg  ||  ^^^^  to  leave  out  that  portion  of  the  certificate  and  not 

leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  medical  man  ? — 1  think  that  would  be  better. 

880.  You  would  let  the  medical  man  simply  state  whether  it  was  a  case 
of  leprosy  or  not;  you  would  not  go  further? — He  should  give  his  reasons 
from  his  own  observation. 

881.  Would  you  advise  the  reasons  being  given  for  looking  upon  it  as  a 
case  of  leprosy  ? — Yes,  the  certificate  might  be  the  same  as  that  of  lunacy,  a 
statement  of  facts  observed  by  the  medical  man  himself  and  facts  observed  by 
others.  The  great  point  to  be  insisted  on  is  not  to  take  the  information  from 
the  patient  himself  or  his  relatives,  but  from  other  people,  neighbours  and 
so  on. 

882.  Dr.  Herman."]  I  believe  you  were  examined  before  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council  in  1889  ?^ — Yes. 

883.  I  find  that  on  that  occasion,  with  reference  to  the  question  of  se- 
gregation, you  were  asked  what  means  you  thought  the  public  interest  re- 
quired for  stamping  out  the  disease,  and  your  answer  was  "  complete  segre- 
gation "  ? — Since  then  I  have  altered  my  opinion. 

884.  For  what  reason  ? — I  have  since  got  more  information  about  the 
matter  from  various  papers.  In  Norway,  for  instance,  they  treat  the  disease 
successfully  ;  it  is  a  fact  that  it  is  gradually  decreasing  to  a  large  extent,  and 
there  is  no  compulsory  segregation,  but,  of  course,  isolation  of  the  affected, 
showing  that  those  very  drastic  measures  are  not  required.  I  did  not  know 
this  at  that  time. 

885.  Dr.  Dodds7\  Complete  segregation  is  a  mere  name,  is  it  not ;  you 
have  not  complete  segregation  at  Eobben  Island  ? — -No. 

886.  Dr.  Herman^  Then  you  were  asked  :  "  Take  the  case  of  a  re- 
spectable man,  educated  and  intelligent,  would  you  separate  him  from  his 
wife  and  family  and  remove  him  from  his  home,  "  and  your  answer  was, 
"  I  am  afraid  there  is  no  help  for  it.  If  you  wish  to  stamp  out  the  disease 
your  measures  must  be  thorough.  Of  course  you  should  provide  every  com- 
fort for  the  unfortunate  people.  "  It  seems  that  you  have  altered  your 
opinion  now  ? — Yes,  but  at  that  time  I  honestly  believed  that  it  was  the 
only  way  to  stamp  out  the  disease ;  there  was  then  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  less  stringent  measures  would  have  the  same  effect  although  more 
gradually. 

887.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  Eobben  Island  is  a  sufficiently  large 
place  for  the  purposes  of  a  leper  asylum  ? — The  island  is  large  enough  and 
the  accommodation  is  now  a  good  deal  better  than  it  was  before. 

888.  In  your  evidence,  already  reported,  you  said :  "  Eobben  Island, 
however,  has  many  advantages.  The  lepers  can  be  isolated  completely. 
The  island  itself  is  dry,  and  the  situation  healthy.  The  lepers  will  have  far 
more  liberty  than  they  could  have  on  the  mainland  "  ? — So  it  is ;  but  the 
proximity  of  the  sea  is  considered  not  good  for  lepers. 

889.  Then  you  think  that  Eobben  Island  is  a  bad  place  for  the  purposes 
of  a  large  establishment  ? — I  would  not  exactly  say  a  bad  place,  but  it  is  a 
place  where  there  is  room  for  improvement. 

890.  Would  you  recommend  having  the  establishment  on  the  mainland  ? 
— If  it  could  be  managed,  it  might  be  better  in  some  respects. 

891.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Considering  all  the  money  that  has  been  already  spent 
on  the  institution,  would  you  advise  a  fresh  start  to  be  made  ? — It  would 
certainly  be  very  expensive. 

892.  Chairman.']  Especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  cases  are  gradually 
dying  out  in  a  natural  way  ? — The  oases  gradually  dying  out  are  at  present 
replaced  by  others  in  slightly  increased  quantity. 

893.  Dr.  Edington.]  If  most  of  the  white  patients  on  Eobben  Island 
could  be  segregated  at  their  own  homes  or  in  private  asylums,  would  you 
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advocate  loaving  the  island  foi-  the  coloured  population  ? — There  would  tliou  a.  j.f^himons 
be  more  room  and  the  pitients  could  be  made  more  comfortable,  — 

894.  Under  those  circumstances,  would  it  be  an  unsuitable  place  ? — N"o. 

895.  You  think  ic  would  do  well  for  that  ? — Yes,  as  I  said,  with  better 
accommodation. 

896.  Is  there  any  reason  why  you  should  remove  the  coloured  patients 
to  the  mainland  ? — As  I  said  before,  the  proximity  of  the  sea  is  not  considered 
suitable  for  lepers. 

897.  But  you  think  it  is  an  absolute  hardship  for  educated  white  people 
to  be  kept  on  the  island  ? — Yes,  of  course  it  all  depends  whether  they  can 
afford  to  be  taken  care  of  privately. 

898.  Dr.  Herman.']  You  are  aware  that  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to 
keep  a  husband  from  his  wife  and  family ;  how  would  you  propose  to  meet 
that  case  if  you  segregated  leprous  patients  in  their  own  homes;  would  you 
allow  contact  of  the  sexes  ? — I^o,  certainly  not. 

899.  How  would  you  prevent  it  ? — It  could  be  done.  In  the  case  of 
one  man  that  I  mentioned,  he  was  married  and  had  two  or  three  children,  but 
he  was  perfectly  segregated  in  every  respect.  The  only  way  would  be  to 
impose  a  penalty  if  the  segregation  was  not  strictly  complied  \vith  ;  and  they 
should  be  sent  over  to  the  island.  The  isolation  at  home  will  no  doubt  delay 
the  extirpation  of  leprosy  for  some  time,  but  you  can  only  deal  with  the 
matter  gradually. 

900.  Why  should  you  wish  to  disturb  the  present  machinery  which  works 
admirably  ? — If  it  is  true  that  it  works  admirably  at  present  no  one  would 
wish  to  disturb  present  arrangements. 

901.  Ghair'man.~\  We  have  had  evidence  to  show  that  the  friends  and 
relatives  of  white  lepers  patients  are  quite  willing  to  let  them  go  to  the 
island,  indeed  they  are  glad  often  to  get  rid  of  them  ?— I  am  pleased  to  hear 
that  it  is  so,  still  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  th^  great  majority  is  of  a 
different  opinion. 
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Dr.  Cox  further  examined. 


903.  Chairman.']  What  are  the  forms  you  have  in  use  at  the  Old 
Somerset  Hospital  in  connection  with  leper  patients  ?— I  have  them  here 
(produced).    See  Appendix. 

904.  Do  they  apply  in  every  case?— Yes.  A  patient  came  in  this 
diiced)  ^  C®^®^'  and  those  are  the  papers  connected  with  the  case  (pro- 

906.  I  suppose  you  can  furnish  us  with  copies  ? — Yes. 
906.  Is  a  form  sent  in  with  every  case  ?— Yes.    There  is  a  warrant,  a 
medical^certificate,  and  a  certificate  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

'  -^^^^^-l  ^  that  the  warrant  is  not  addressed  to  you,  but 

to  the  burgeon  Superintendent  of  Eobben  Island  ;  under  those  circumstances 
have  you  any  right  to  detain  a  patient  here ;  are  you  acting  legally  in 
doing  so  ?— I  cannot  do  so  without  the  consent  of  the  patient. 

908.  In  writing  ?_He  cannot  write.    I  only  keep  a  patient  here  till  the 

K  '2 
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Dr.  Cox.,  boat  goes  over  to  the  island.  The  patient  I  refer  to  will  be  sent  on  on 
Feb.  loTh,  18945   Monday  morning. 

909.  Chairman.  \  I  understand  there  is  no  form  at  present  in  use  which 
authorizes  you  to  detain  a  patient  here  temporarily  ?  —  No. 

910.  Do  you  keep  copies  of  these  forms  ? — No.  The  originals  are  sent 
over  with  the  patient. 

911.  What  record  do  you  keep  here  with  regard  to  a  patient? — The 
name  is  entered  in  a  book,  whether  male  or  female,  colour,  date  of  reception 
and  of  forwarding  to  the  island,  whether  a  prisoner  or  a  lunatic,  and  so  on. 

912.  Have  you  any  column  in  which  an  entry  is  made  of  your  reasons 
for  detention  ? — There  is  a  "  remarks  "  column,  if  there  is  anything  particular 
about  a  case.  Suppose  there  was  a  violent  south  easter  blowing,  it  would  be 
cruelty  to  send  a  patient  over,  so  we  have  to  detain  the  case  here  till  the 
next  boat  goes. 

913.  Dr.  Dodds.  \  Have  there  been  many  cases  of  detention  here,  apart 
from  the  weather  I  mean? — Only  in  cases  of  doubt. 

914.  Dr.  Herman.']  Are  doubtful  cases  kept  here  for  an  indefinite  time  ? 
— As  soon  as  I  have  any  doubt,  I  communicate  with  the  Colonial  Office  at 
once,  and  I  am  instructed  how  to  proceed. 

915.  Are  these  doubtful  cases  kept  under  observation  for  a  time  in 
order  to  clear  up  any  doubts — Yes. 

916.  What  is  the  longest  period  that  doubtful  cases  have  been  kept 
under  observation         will  supply  that  information. 

917.  Is  any  attempt  made  during  this  time  to  isolate  the  doubtful  cases 
from  the  other  lepers  ? — Yes,  as  far  as  possible.  There  is  a  little  room  we 
use  away  from  the  leper  ward. 

918.  Have  they  to  mess  with  the  other  lepers  and  eat  end  drink  out  of  the 
same  utensils  ? — Practically  they  are  not  absolutely  isolated  from  the  rest  of 
the  lepers. 

919.  Do  you  think  such  an  arrangement  sufficiently  satisfactory,  or 
would  you  recommend  that  some  other  arrangement  be  made  ? — I  think  there 
might  be  some  better  means  of  isolating  doubtful  cases. 

920.  There  have  been  some  suspected  cases  which  have  afterwards  turned 
out  not  to  be  leprous  at  all ;  is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  such  persons 
have  become  infected  through  being  brought  into  contact  with  the  other 
lepers  in  any  sort  of  way  ? — No. 

921.  Is  there  any  record  in  this  establishment  at  all  of  any  healthy 
persons  having  been  attacked  with  leprosy  through  being  brought  into  contact 
with  lepers  ? — No,  none. 

922.  At  one  time  was  not  the  communication  pretty  free  between  the 
healthy  and  the  diseased  ? — No;  I  believe  in  1887  the  lepers  were  transferred 
from  here  to  Eobben  Island.  At  that  time  there  were  12  or  13  female  lepers 
kept  here. 

923.  Chairman.']  Before  1887  the  inmates  as  it  were  lived  together,  did 
they  not  ? — There  were  leper  wards.  Part  of  the  institution  was  walled  off 
for  the  female  lepers. 

924.  I  believe  you  have  already  stated  that  there  is  no  record  of  any 
attendant  contracting  leprosy  ? — I  know  of  none. 

925.  Have  you  searched  the  old  records  on  the  point  ? — We  have  none 
bearing  on  the  point. 

926.  Dr.  Edington.]  Do  you  think  suspected  lepers  are  liable  to  infec- 
tion during  the  time  they  are  here  ? — Yes,  they  are  exposed  to  infection  to  a 
certain  extent,  but  the  exposure  begins  before  they  come  here.  The  railway 
authorities  will  not  carry  any  leper  except  in  the  leper  coach. 

927.  Is  a  merely  suspected  leper  bound  to  travel  in  the  leper  coach? — 
It  must  be  more  than  a  suspected  case,  or  the  district  surgeon  would  not 
sign  a  certificate. 

92S.  But  have  not  some  certified  cases  turned  out  uot  to  be  leprous?-- 
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We  have  here  now  two  cases  which  came  down  from  Vryburg  with  others.  Dr.jyox. 
They  were  seen  by  ine  at  the  station,  and  I  queried  it  being  leprosy.     They    Feii.  loth,  isoi. 
went  over  to  lh(;  island  with  the  rest,  and  were  sent  back  by  the  doctor  as 
non-leprous. 

929.  They  had  to  travel  all  the  way  down  in  the  leper  coach  in  close 
contact  with  the  other  lepers ;  then  they  were  sent  over  to  the  island  and 
returned? — I  sent  them  over  so  as  to  get  a  good  diagnosis.  They  went  and 
returned  by  the  same  boat  and  they  have  been  here  ever  since. 

930.  Were  they  certified  ? — Yes. 

931.  £>/.  DoiMs.  ]  Is  ti;e  railway  coach  disinfected? — Yes,  every  time. 

932.  Dr.  Herman.]  Notwithstanding  these  facts,  there  is  nothing  to  lead 
you  to  believe  that  anyone  else  has  become  infected  ? — Not  that  I  am  aware 
of. 

933.  How  long  have  you  been  here  ? — I  came  here  in  1889,  four  years 

ago. 

934.  Dr.  Dodds.j  When  these  doubtful  cases  come  here,  they  have  to 
live  more  or  less  among  lepers,  have  they  not  ? — No.  If  they  are  doubtful 
cases  I  separate  them  from  the  lepers. 

935.  Di:  Greathead.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  a  patient  named 
Catherine  McDonald,  from  Graham's  Town  being  here? — Yes.  I  have  a 
record  of  her,  she  was  a  coloured  woman  from  Albany,  admitted  on  the  26th 
of  February  and  removed  on  the  12th  of  May  to  the  House  of  Correction  by 
order  of  the  Colonial  Office.    She  was  here  nearly  three  months. 

936.  Was  she  found  not  to  be  a  leper  ? — That  does  not  appear.  The 
letter  from  the  Colonial  Office  dated  May  10th  is  in  the  following  terms :  — 

No.  8 

678. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
10th  May,  1893. 

Patient  Catherine  McDonald,  discharge  of. 

Sib. — With  reference  to  J  our  letter  No.  ^VV  'st  March  last,  I  am 
directed  to  forward  herewith  a  warrant  issued  by  command  of  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  under  Section  1  of  the  Leprosy  Expression  Act,  1884,  for  the 
discharge  of  the  patient  Catherine  McDonald  from  detention  as  a  leper. 
This  patient  having  been  before  certification  as  a  leper,  a  prisoner  under 
sentence,  I  am  directed  to  ii  struct  you,  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Law  Department,  to  cause  her  to  be  conveyed,  on  release 
from  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital,  to  the  House  of  Correction,  and  delivered 
iuto  the  charge  of  the  Matron.  The  documents  relating  to  Catherine 
McDonald  submitted  by  you  are  returned  herewith,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Descriptive  Eegister,  Eeturn  of  Punishments  and  Original  (criminal) 
Warrant,  which  Avere  detached  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department,  and 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  Eesident  Magistrate,  Cape  Town. 

(Signed)  HENEY  DE  SMIDT, 

u.c.s. 

The  Surgeon  in  Charge, 

Old  Somerset  Hospital. 

I  do  not  ihink  she  was  affected  ^^ith  leprosy.  There  was  only  one  day 
intervening  between  the  time  she  came  here  and  my  writing  to  the  Colonial 
Office. 

987.  What  was  your  reason  for  thinking  it  was  not  a  case  of  leprosy  ? — 
A  report  would  be  sent  to  the  Colonial  Office. 
938.  Do  you  remember  the  case  ? — I  do  not. 
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'^^•J'"^-  939.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Where  was  she  living  at  the  time  she  was  here  ? — 

Feb.  10th,  1894.    In  a  little  room. 

940.  Did  she  have  practically  an  opportunity  of  mixing  with  the  L>pers  ? 
—No. 

941.  Was  she  in  solitary  confinement  then? — No;  she  could  see  the 
other  patients,  and  there  was  the  ground  to  walk  about  in.  She  could  talk 
with  the  chronic  sick  patients. 

942.  Chairman.']  And  with  the  lepers  also  ? — No. 

943.  Have  they  a  separate  ward  ? — Yes. 

944.  Where  is  this  woman  now? — She  was  sent  up  to  the 'House  of 
Correction  on  the  authority  contained  in  the  Colonial  Office  letter.  That  is 
the  last  I  know  of  her  whereabouts. 

945.  Dr.  Edmgton.~\  In  cases  where  either  here  or  on  Robben  Island 
the  diagnosis  of  the  certifying  medical  man  is  set  aside,  is  there  a  full  clinical 
report  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  ? — There  is  a  report  of  the  case  sent  in.  The 
doctor  states  whether  or  not  he  thinks  the  person  is  a  leper,  and  if  not  a  leper, 
what  he  thinks  the  disease  is. 

946.  On  the  authority  of  that  statement,  is  the  previous  diaguosis  set 
aside  ?  —  Certainly  not  here.  I  remove  the  patient  from  association  with  the 
othe'"  lepers  and  await  instructions  from  the  Colonial  Office. 

947.  What  is  the  Colonial  Office  supposed  to  do? — Sometimes  cases 
have  been  seat  down  as  leprous,  which  were  really  syphilitic.  There  the 
patient  has  been  sent  back  to  me  and  I  have  been  instructed  to  treat  the 
case  for  syphilis. 

948.  But  is  any  detailed  report  sent  to  the  Colonial  Office  of  the  reasons 
why  a  certain  conclusion  is  arrived  at  ? — No,  not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

949.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  well  in  such  cases  to  have  schedules 
prepared  Avhich  could  be  filled  in  in  detail,  giving  a  history  of  the  case  and 
all  particulars,  which  might  be  useful  for  reference  at  a  later  date  ? — 
Yes,  I  think  such  schedules  might  be  prepared,  similar  to  those  used 
in  cases  of  lunacy.  In  cases  of  lunacy  you  have  two  medical  men 
certifying  and  a  report  must  be  sent  in  within  ten  days  of  the  patient  being 
admitted. 

950.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  not  you  think  it  would  make  your  opinion  a  little 
stronger  if  you  were  to  say  such  schedules  must  be  prepared ;  is  it  not  ex- 
ceedingly necessary  ?  — I  think  it  would  be  wise. 

951 .  You  admit  the  expediency  but  not  the  necessity  ? — In  the  majority 
of  cases  it  is  not  necessary,  but  there  are  cases  now  and  again  cropping  up 
where  it  would  be  better  to  have  them. 

952.  Chairman.]  Would  it  not  be  the  means  of  safeguarding  the  liberty 
of  the  individual  ? — It  would  be  only  a  change  of  form  ;  I  think  the  present 
system  is  a  sufficient  safeguard. 

963.  D} .  Greathead.]  If  this  woman  Catherine  McDonald  was  certified 
the  day  after  she  came  in  not  to  be  a  leper,  why  was  she  kept  six  weeks  over 
the  time  ? — I  do  not  know.  1  have  not  got  the  record  here.  Dr.  Fisk  certi- 
fied in  the  case  ;  she  may  have  said  she  was  suffering  from  syphilis  or  some- 
thing else,  and  she  should  be  detained  here  for  treatment.  Those  particulars 
would  be  in  the  Colonial  Office  with  the  rest  of  the  papers.  The  Governor 
is  authoi-ised,  I  believe,  under  section  I  of  the  Act  to  discharge  a  patient 
declared  not  to  be  a  leper. 

954.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Any  number  of  certificates  may  be  signed,  but  a 
patient  is  not  legally  discharged  till  the  warrant  of  the  Governor  comes  ;  is 
that  so  ? — Yes.  That  is  the  Governor's  warrant  for  this  woman's  discharge 
^produced). 

955.  Dr.  Greathead.  j  Is  it  not  one  great  fault  in  the  certificate,  the 
absence  of  any  mention  of  previous  attacks  ? — That  is  so. 

•JbG.  CJiairman.]  Can  you  suggest  any  other  provision  which  would 
guard  against  unjust  segregation,  exc<aptthe  certificates  you  have  mentioned? 
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— A  second  medical  certificate  and  the  sending  in  of  a  report  within  a  certain  Dr.  Cox. 
period  after  admission.  p^^^  j, 

957.  Who  should  send  in  the  report  ? — The  medical  officer  who  receives 
the  patient. 

958.  Are  3'ou  in  favour  of  a  probationary  station  for  observing  cases  ? — 
Yes,  a  receiving-house,  as  it  were,  with  accommodation  for  detaining  patients, 
aod  with  observation  wards  in  connection  with  it. 

959.  Dr,  Edington]  In  cases  where  the  Governor's  warrant  discharges  a 
patient,  more  especially  in  doubtful  cases,  would  '*it  not  be  we'l,  say  for  a 
year  or  two,  for  such  patient  to  be  kept  under  Government  supervision  ? — 
Yes,  it  would. 

960.  Then  at  any  particular  moment  you  could  find  out  where  the 
patient  was,  and  if  necessary  call  for  a  report  ? — Yes. 

961.  Ohairman.~\  In  order  to  guard  against  anything  like  unjust  segre- 
gation, how  long  would  you  limit  the  period  of  observation  to  before  a 
decision  was  arrived  at  ? — Three  months  would  be  ample  time  I  think. 

962.  Would  that  be  sufficient  in  all  cases  ? — Yes, 

963.  Would  you  propose  that  every  case  should  be  detained  for  three 
months  ? — That  should  ba  the  longest  time  that  a  case  shoul  1  be  detained 
before  a  decision  was  arrived  at ;  I  would  say  not  exceeding  three  months. 
In  case  a  patient  was  willing  to  remain  in  the  institution,  I  would  give  the 
Government  power  to  allow  such  patient  to  remain  longer  if  necessary.  The 
woman  who  has  been  referred  to  wns  perfectly  willing  to  remain  here  as  long 
as  we  liked  to  keep  her.  There  was  some  doubt  about  the  patches,  and  so 
she  remained  here  longer  than  she  need  have  done. 

964.  What  authority  would  you  consider  sufficient  to  sit  as  judge  in 
oases  where  a  patient  was  taken  into  a  receiving  house  for  observation  ; 
would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  officials  of  the  establishment  only  sitting,  or 
would  you  establish  a  Board  of  reference,  before  which  each  case  should 
come  ? — I  would  be  in  favor  of  a  Board  rather  myself,  because  in  cases 
where  the  disease  is  not  well  marked,  it  is  a  responsibility  on  one  man  to 
certify. 

965.  Would  you  be  inclined  to  have  the  onus  and  responsibility 
thrown  on  a  Board  of  deciding  upon  doubtful  cases  ? — Yes. 

966.  Dr.  Hei'manr\  Is  it  not  in  your  knowledge  that  there  are  certain 
periods  in  the  occurence  of  leprosy  when  the  disease  seems  to  be  stationary 
and  perhaps  even  entirely  hidden ;  would  the  three  months  period  of 
observation  include  that  period,  or  how  would  you  propose  to  meet  that 
difficulty  ? — My  experience  of  leprosy  is  so  very  small  that  I  hardly  like  to 

,  give  an  opinion  ;  I  have  seen  cases  where  the  disease  seemed  to  be  arrested 
for  a  time,  and  then  it  became  worse  later  on.  In  mentioning  three  months, 
I  would  not  like  to  think  that  three  months  would  cover  everything.  I  said 
three  months,  because  in  doubtful  cases  it  is  unkind  to  keep  a  patient  shut 
up  for  a  longer  period. 

967.  Do  you  think  that  suspects  ought  to  be  kept  under  control  or 
under  supervision,  not  doubtful  cases,  but  suspected  cases,  would  you  segregate 
those  likewise  ? — I  do  not  know  ;  I  only  deal  with  cases  that  have  been  certi- 
fied by  a  medical  man. 

968.  That  is  one  of  the  points  we  have  to  deal  with,  and  we  are  re- 
quired to  examine  upon  it,  as  to  whether  suspected  cases  should  be  placed 
under  any  different  supervision  or  segregation  ? — I  would  say  different 
supervision,  not  segregation. 

969.  What  time  would  yousuggest  ? — Tk  y  should  report  themselves  to  a 
medical  officer  at  certain  periods. 

970.  Dr.  Edington.']  You  would  put  them  on  the  same  footing  as  you 
might  put  a  discharged  patient,  under  Government  supervision? — Under 
observation. 

971.  Should  they  report  themselves  to  the  district  surgeon  ? — Yes. 
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Br^ox.  972.  Dr.  Jlerman.']  Would  you  include  in  those  suspected  oases  the 

Feb.  loth,  1894.    leper's  family  and  connections  ? — I  think  not ;  simply  the  patient  himself. 

973.  Dr.  Edingt(m.~\  You  said  just  now  that  you  had  seen  cases  arrested 
and  then  become  worse  again  later  on  ? — Yes.  I  cannot  give  the  particulars. 
I  have  one  or  two  oases  in  my  mind  where  a  patient,  before  the  Act  came  into 
operation,  seemed  to  be  losing  the  disease,  and  then  later  on  it  came  out 
with  more  virulence. 

974.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  cases  where  according  to  your  opinion  the 
disease  had  absolutely  died  out  ? — T*5"o,  I  have  not. 

975.  Dr.  Herman.^  Have  you  seen  any  cases  of  acute  leprosy  iu  the 
early  stage  ;  fever  with  eruptions,  and  so  on  ? — No. 

976.  Your  experience  of  leprosy  is  simply  derived  from  the  more  chronic 
and  stationary  form  of  the  disease  ? — Yes. 

977.  Do  you  think  that  the  clinical  knowledge  of  leprosy  is  so  perfect 
that  one  can  be  absolutely  conclusive  in  every  instance  as  to  the  diagnosis  ? 
— I  do  not. 

978.  You  think  that  for  practical  purposes  there  are  simply  certain 
broad  general  symptoms  to  be  recognized  for  the  purposes  of  diagnosis  ? — 
Yes. 

979.  Do  you  think  it  is  wise  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  to  leave  the 
recognition  of  these  symptoms  and  their  import  to  individual  medical  men, 
who  certify  as  to  the  existence  or  the  non-existence  of  leprosy  ? — In  the  first 
stage  I  think  so. 

980.  Would  it  not  be  wiser  to  adopt  the  method  in  vogue  in  the  middle 
ages,  when  it  was  necessary  to  enquire  as  to  every  individual  symptom,  and 
make  a  report  thereon?  — It  is  proposed  that  these  particulars  should  come 
into  the  schedule, 

981  I  understood  that  you  only  agreed  to  drawing  up  a  certificate 
upon  the  lines  of  the  Lunacy  Act,  which  would  require  simply  one  or  two 
points.  What  I  mean  is  a  report  which  would  state  for  instance,  that  a 
person  has  no  eyebrows  or  no  hair,  or  has  a  rough  voice,  ansesthetic  patches, 
and  so  on  ? — Those  details  might  be  given. 

982.  Dr.  Edington.']  Should  not  the  schedule  be  something  after  the 
model  adopted  by  Life  Insurance  Companies  ? — Yes  ;  it  would  be  of  great 
use  later  on  in  framing  statistics. 

983.  Dr.  Dodds.'i  It  would  be  filled  in  by  a  medical  man,  would  it  not  ? 
—Yes. 

984.  Dr.  Edington.']  What  class  of  cases  have  yoj.  most  ditiiculty  in 
diagnosing,  tubercular  or  anaesthetic  ? — Anfesthetic.  There  are  one  or  two 
cases  of  early  tubercular  k'prosy  at  present  which  are  very  difficult  to  diagnose. 

985.  Have  you  ever  found  mioroscopical  investigation  of  any  assistance  ? 
— I  have  not  used  the  microscope  in  regard  to  leprosy. 

986.  Chairman.']  You  have  given  as  some  evidence  about  segregation  ; 
are  you  in  favour  of  segregation  as  regards  leprosy  in  its  advanced  stage,  or 
do  you  draw  any  distinction  ? — If  leprosy  is  contagious,  then  I  say  certainly 
segregate. 

987.  Dr.  Edington.  ',  I  take  it  that  you  as  a  physician  in  charge  of  cases 
of  leprosy  for  some  time  are  in^a  position  to  form  a  definite  opinion  and  not 
merely  to  surmise.  Cannot  you  state  definitely  whether  segregation  should 
bo  applied  to  advanced  cases  of  leprosy  or  not  ? — Certainly. 

988.  Chairman.]  You  have  told  us  with  regard  to  suspects,  that  it 
would  be  a  good  thing  to  have  them  under  observation,  even  if  they  were 
not  detained  anywhere,  and  let  them  report  themselves.  Do  you  think  that 
would  act  as  a  modification  of  segregation  generally  ? — One  question  which 
the  Commission  wish  to  obtain  evidence  upon  is  this,  whether  any  other 
means  than  segregation  exists  which  may  be  safely  trusted  to  contribute  to 
or  accomplish  the  same  result.  If  you  are  not  in  favour  of  segregation,  is 
there  any  other  method  you  can  suggest  ? — With  regard  to  keeping  patients 
under  observation,  I  spoke  of  suspected,  not  certified  lepers. 
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989.  You  must  be  either  in  favour  of  segregation  or  not  in  the  ease  T)t,^ox. 

of  certified  lepers  ? — If  leprosy  is  contagious,  I  am  in  favour  of  segregation    Peb.  loth,  i894. 

990.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  you  arrived  at  any  opinion  as  to  the  advisability 
of  the  experiment  of  segregation  being  gone  on  witti  ? — Yes* 

991.  Dr.  Greathead.^  Would  you  like  to  see  all  the  lepers  on  Eobben 
Island  set  free  on  the  mainland  ? — Personally  I  should  not.  My  knowledge 
of  leprosy  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  my  giving  an  opinion  with  regard  to 
to  the  contagiousness  of  leprosy. 

99jI.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Do  you  think  the  experiment  of  segregation  should 
be  continued  or  dropped? — I  believe  in  continuing  the  experiment  of  segre- 
gation. 

993.  Without  being  able  to  speak  positively  as  to  whether  leprosy  is  con- 
tagious or  not,  you  think  the  experiment  of  segregation  ought  to  be  continued 
in  this  Colony  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

994.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Suppose  it  was  decided  to  disband  the  leper  estab- 
lishment and  let  the  patients  go  on  to  the  mainland,  would  you  apprehend  any 
danger  to  the  puplie  health  from  such  an  act  ? — I  do  not  know  enough  about 
the  disease  to  say. 

995.  What  would  you  do  if  it  rested  entirely  with  yourself  ?— I  think 
I  should  be  prepared  to  continue  the  experiment  a  little  longer. 

996.  Would  you  modify  it  in  any  way  or  would  you  have  absolute 
segregation  ? — I  would  have  absolute  segregation. 

997.  Would  you  go  to  the  extent  of  segregating  suspects  ? — Not  suspects. 

998.  Would  you  keep  under  surveillance  cases  where  there  was  very 
slight  evidence  of  disease  ? — I  would  not  like  to  answer  that.  I  do  not  know 
enough  about  the  communicability  of  the  disease. 

999.  Dr.  Dodds. ~\  Is  there  any  other  mode  of  treatment  of  such 
cases  you  would  recommend  ? — I  cannot  think  of  anything. 

1000.  I  suppose  a  Board  would  be  useful  in  deciding  ondoibtful  cases, 
and  cases  that  might  wish  to  be  discharged  ? — Yes,  I  think  so.  It  need  not 
be  a  large  Board ;  a  small  one  would  answer  the  purpose. 

1001.  I  suppose  only  comparatively  few  oases  would  come  before  the 
Board  ?— Yes. 

1002.  Ohairman.~\  Although  you  have  expressed  an  opinion  in  favour  of 
carrying  on  the  present  condition  of  things,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  allow- 
ing lepers  only  slightly  infected  with  the  disease  at  large  upon  certain  con- 
ditions ? — I  do  not  know. 

1003.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Suppose  a  man  possessed  the  means  and  intelligence 
to  obey  any  regulations  it  was  thought  wise  to  make,  would  you  not  in  such 
a  case  think  he  might  be  allowed  to  remain  at  home  ? — That  is  allowed  under 
the  present  Act.  There  is  a  case  of  a  man  who  asked  to  be  allowed  to  remain 
on  his  farm,  and  he  was  allowed  to  do  so  under  certain  restrictions. 

1004.  Chairman.']  How  is  the  washing  done  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hos- 
pital, so  far  as  the  lepers  are  concerned  ? — Their  clothes  are  washed  after  the 
other  clothes. 

1005.  Are  they  first  soaked  in  a  solution  ? — Yes,  a  solution  of  carbolic 

acid. 

1006.  Dr.  Edington.]  What  is  the  strength  of  the  solution  ? — About 
40  ounces  of  carbolic  to  20  gallons  of  water. 

1007.  That  is  to  prevent  any  contagion  ? — Yes. 

1008.  Chairman.]  After  the   washing  is   done,  is  the  tank  scrubbed 
out?— Yes. 

1009.  With  any  disinfectant  ?—Ko. 

1010.  Where  are  the  lepers'  clothes  dried  ? — In  the  leper  yard. 

1011.  Dr.  Herman.]    Who  wash  the  lepers'  clothing? — The  chronic 
sick  patients  and  the  attendants. 

1012.  Dr.  Greathead.  j  Do  you  think  the  arrangements  for  isolation 
might  be  better  than  they  are  at  present  here  ? — Yes. 

[G.  10— '94.]  L 
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lOlo.  Dr.  TIerman.~\  Would  it  not  be  better  to  use  steam  to  disinfect 
Feb.  lotii,  1894.    the  clotbiti^  ? — Yes,  it  would. 

1014.  Channian.']  Are  you  iu  favour  of  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  being 
used  as  a  probationary  or  receiving  house  for  lepers  ? — No  ;  I  would  keep 
the  lepers  out  of  here  entirely, 

1015.  On  what  grounds;  is  the  place  too  full? — I  think  it  should  be 
kept  for  the  chronic  sick  only  ;  there  is  not  room  enough. 

1016.  Dr.  Herman.']  Are  the  patients  generally  amenable  to  treatment 
and  management  ? — Yes. 

1017.  Would  you  advocate  any  increase  in  the  stringency  of  the  regula- 
tions or  the  passing  of  any  special  laws  for  the  punishment  of  offences  ? — I 
see  no  necessity  for  that. 

1018.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  in  finding  attendants?  -No. 

1019.  Have  you  had  any  special  attendants  for  the  lepers  lately  ? — No. 

1020.  Who  takes  charge  of  the  utensils  used  for  culinary  purposes  ? — 
The  warder. 

1021.  Might  he  not  mix  up  those  used  by  the  lepers  with  the  others  ? — 
No,  they  are  all  marked. 

1022.  Dr.  Edington.']  Is  there  no  possibility  of  the  plates,  cups,  spoons, 
and  so  on  gettiiig  mixed  ? — No.  The  diet  is  very  simple  and  there  is  very 
little  chance  of  it ;  for  breakfast  the  lepers  have  one  coffeepot,  and  the  bread 
is  carried  down  by  the  attendants,  or  they  see  it  is  done.  So  many 
loaves  are  placed  in  the  ward  at  dinner  time,  a  tray  goes  up  for  the  meat  and 
a  bucket  for  the  soup,  and  so  on. 

1023.  Can  you  send  us  a  copy  of  the  di(^t  scale  ? — Yes. 

1024.  Dr.  Dodds.']  You  think  it  would  be  better  to  separate  the  lepers 
altogether  ? — Yes. 

1025.  Say  an  attendant  was  to  handle  a  coffee  pot  which  had  been 
used  by  a  leper  h  iving  sores,  might  not  the  attendant  get  infected  ? — Yes,  it 
is  possible. 

1026.  Dr.  Herman.]  What  arrangements  are  there  for  the  lepers  hav- 
ing baths  ?— There  is  no  proper  accommodation  for  bathing. 

1027.  What  sanitary  arrangements  are  there? — The  bucket  system. 

1028.  How  often  do  the  lepers  get  a  bath  ? — It  just  depends  upon  how 
long  they  are  here.  They  are  washed  at  once  when  they  come,  and  if  their 
clothes  are  dirty  they  are  destroyed,  and  we  give  them  fresh  clothing. 

1029.  Dr.  Edington.']  Could  not  you  adopt  the  dry  earth  system 
here  ? — In  the  ordinary  wards  there  is  the  drainage  system,  but  there  is  no 
objection  to  dry  earth  closets. 

1030.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  the  lepers  have  a  bath  daily  ? — No. 

1031.  Is  that,  do  you  consider,  a  very  great  privation  ? — They  are  only 
here  for  a  short  time,  and  these  people  are  not  as  a  rule  given  to  cleanliness. 
I  might  say  that  so  far  as  the  lepers  are  concerned,  the  whole  of  the  accom- 
modation here  is  unsuitable  as  a  probationary  leper  institution. 

1032.  Chairman.]  What  cases  have  you  at  the  present  time  in  thfe- insti- 
tution ? — There  are  the  following : — Koos  Kap,  admitted  30th  December, 
1893;  no  papers;  all  on  one  certificate  held  by  Robben  Island.  Queried 
by  roe  on  going  over  to  Robben  Island  and  returned  by  Dr.  Todd.  From 
Vryburg ;  discharged  as  leper ;  treated  as  a  chronic  sick.  Majalinqunu,  the 
same.  Jonas  Minapoer,  admitted  23rd  November,  1893.  Certificates  in 
order.  Also  seen  by  Dr.  Todd,  who  agrees  that  he  is  a  doubtful  case. 
Willie,  admitted  15th  December  as  chronic  sick,  since  certified  to  by  Dr. 
Landsberg.  Awaiting  warrant.  Seducanel,  admitted  29th  January,  1894, 
from  Yryburg.  Certificate  and  warrant  here.  Case  doubtful.  Has  been 
awaiting  certificate.  Isaac,  admitted  1st  February,  1894.  Willing  to  be 
removed.  Awaiting  warrant,  &c.  Will  be  forwarded  when  it  arrives. 
Frederick  Titus,  admitted  10th  February  with  warrant  in  order.  Will  be 
forwarded  on  Monday,  February  12th,  to  Bobben  Island, 
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Dr.  S.  P.  Impey  examined.  Dr. 

S.  p.  Impey. 

1033.  Ghairman.']  What  is  your  official  title  ? — I  am  Chief  and  Medical 
Superintendent  ou  Eobben  Island. 

1034.  How  long  have  you  held  that  appointment? — I  was  Chief  from 
the  6th  of  May,  189],  to  the  4th  of  September  in  the  same  year.  I  then 
held  the  appointment  permanently  from  the  22nd  of  December,  1891,  up  to 
the  present  date. 

lO'^S.  Eobben  Island  is  at  present  in  use  as  a  lejDer  establishment,  is  it 
not  ?— Yes. 

1036.  Have  you  had  personal  knowledge  of   the   disease  known  as 
leprosy  ? — Yes. 

]  037.  Had  you  any  knowledge  of  the  disease  previous  to  taking  up 
your  present  appointment  ? — Yes. 

1038.  In  what  way  have  you  had  practical  observation  ;   as  district 
surgeon  ? — Yes. 

1039.  In  what  part  of  the  country  ? — Aliwal  North. 

1040.  Did  you  see  leprosy  there  ? — Yes. 

1041.  Among  the  natives  ? — Yes. 

1042.  Aud  among  the  white  people  also  ? — Not  among  the  white  people. 

1043.  Have  you  made  a  study  of  the  disease? — Yes. 
.1044.  From  what  aspects  have  you  approached  the  study  of  the  disease  ? 

— From  various  aspects,  clinical,  pathological,  and  bacteriological. 

1045.  Have  you  gone  into  the  statistical  question  also  ? — Yes. 

1046.  Could  you  give  the  Commission  any  definition  of  leprosy?— I 
would  call  it  a  disease  due  to  a  specific  organism  known  as  the  lepra  bacillus. 

1047.  Would  you  regard  it  as  a  disease  sui  generis? — Yes,  quite. 

1048.  Have  you  seen  a  great  number  of  cases? — Yes,  a  very  large 
number. 

1049.  How  many  cases  are  theiu  now  on  Eobben  Island  ? — At  present 
there  are  532. 

IOjO.  What  forms  of  the  disease  are  found  there  ? — There  are  four 
forms— -tubercular,  anaesthetic,  mixed,  and  a  fourth  form  which  I  call 
syphilitic. 

1051.  You  recoguise  a  fourth  form  ?  -Yes. 

1052.  Are  all  those  cases  under  your  care  and  professional  treatment  ? 
— Yes. 

1053.  Have  they  been  classified,  and  results  placed  on  record  by  you  ? 
— Yes. 

1054.  Will  you  tell  the  Commission  what  you  understand  by  the  word 
"contagion  "  as  applied  to  leprosy  ? — A  bacillus  must  be  introduced  into  the 
recipient  either  by  direct  contact  or  by  direct  transmission  of  the  bacillus. 
That  is  in  coutra-distinction  to  infection.  Broadly,  I  would  say  any  way  in 
which  the  bacillus  could  be  transmitted. 

1055.  Would  you  include  in  that  the  contact  with  clothing  or  food 
handled  by  lepers  ? — Yes  ;  but  I  do  not  believe  the  bacillus  could  be  trans- 
mitted through  an  unbroken  surface. 

JO-)G.  Dr  Herman.']  Will  you  define  a  little  more  clearly  what  you 
mean  by  contagion  ?— What  I  mean  is,  it  need  not  be  actual  contact.  For 
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s.  p^intpeij.  instance,  the  discharge  from  leprous  patients  may  convey  it  through  clothiag 
or  it  may  be  conveyed  from  the  handle  of  a  knife  or  by  tools.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  bacillus  cannot  be  transmitted  through  the  air  ;  it  must  be 
carried  by  some  object.  There  is  a  distinction  between  an  infectious  dis- 
ease and  a  contagious  disease. 

1057.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  You  think  it  is  not  carried  through  the  air  ? — 

No. 

1058.  Dr.  Herman^  In  your  opinion,  contagion  is  synonymous  with 
communicable  ? — Yes. 

1059.  Dr.  Dodds.]  If  there  is  a  broken  surface  you  would  call  it 
inoculalion  ? — If  it  is  done  artificially. 

lOGO.  Dr.  Greathead.']  You  would  say  it  must  be  transmitted  by  direct 
contact  through  a  broken  surface  ? — Yes. 

1061.  maw.]  Speaking  generally,  what  do  you  mean  by  the  term 
"contagion"  ? — I  would  say  the  propagation  by  the  introduction  of  the  specific 
poison  through  a  broken  surface  of  skin  or  mucous  membrane,  as  it  is  defined 
by  the  Indian  Leprosy  Commission  (journal  of  the  Leprosy  Investigation 
Committee  No.  2.,  February,  1891). 

1062.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  you  used  the  term  always  in  the  same  sense? 
—  Only  in  regard  to  leprosy.  I  have  always  understood  contagion  to  be  of 
different  kinds. 

1063.  The  term  has  been  used  in  rather  a  loose  way,  has  it  not  ? — Yes. 
For  practical  purposes  it  may  be  taken  to  mean  the  spread  of  disease  by 
contact. 

1064.  Chairman7\  In  what  degree  do  you  regard  leprosy  as  contagious  ? 
— I  do  not  consider  it  a  very  contagious  disease. 

1065.  Could  you  give  us  any  idea,  speaking  from  your  reports,  of  what 
percentage  of  cases  arise  from  direct  contact  ? — There  are  several  facts  which 
yeem  to  point  against  the  fact  of  its  being  a  very  contagious  disease.  We 
know  that  those  persons  who  come  in  contact  with  lepers  do  occasionally 
conti-act  the  disease  ;  but  very  few  of  them. 

10G6.  Have  you  in  your  possession  any  records  which  support  the  view 
of  contagion  which  you  have  expressed  ? — Yes,  I  have. 

1067.  Have  you  any  cases  now  under  observation  at  Eobben  Island  or 
elsewhere  which  can  be  placed  before  the  Commission  as  illustrations  of  this 
mode  of  the  spread  of  the  disease  ?  — I  think  so.  I  have  not  got  them  here, 
but  they  are  recorded. 

1068.  We  have  already  had  before  us  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Simon-i,  who 
spoke  of  a  Mrs —  who  is  now  on  the  island ;  is  she  still  there  ? — Yes,  and  her 
niece  aged  18  years  ;  I  have  those  cases. 

1069.  Are  all  the  documents  relative  to  those  casds  in  your  possession 
on  the  island?— All  we  can  get,  but  the  history  of  these  cases  is  very  un- 
sati.«f.ictory,  }'ou  cannot  depend  upon  it  at  all.  The  only  way  is  to  get  the 
history  from  the  medical  men  who  attended  the  cases  before. 

1070.  I'an  you  place  those  documents  at  the  disposal  of  the  Commission  ? 
—Yes. 

1071.  Have  any  special  instances  come  to  your  knowledge  illustrating 
the  spread  of  the  disease  by  contagion,  either  to  human  beings  or  animals  on 
the  island  ? — Yes,  in  regard  to  human  beings,  not  animals. 

1072.  Can  you  mention  those  instances  ? — I  have  mentioned  a  few  in  some 
of  my  reports  on  the  Robben  Island  Asylum.  At  page  32  of  mv  report  for  1891 
you  will  find  a  few  cases  mentioned,  and  since  tnen  I  have  had  several  others. 
1  iustan  -e.l  these  facts  not  to  show  the  contagiousness  of  the  disease  so  much 
as  to  show  the  period  of  incubation. 

1073.  Dr.  Dodds.  j  Are  those  cases  in  proof  of  the  contagiousnesss  of 
leprosy  ? — ^Yes,  although  they  were  not  quoted  by  me  at  all  in  that  connection. 
H.  Li.  (No.  20)  states  that  in  1886  he  worked  with  a  man  suffering  from 
leprosy.    They  were  both  labourers  and  worked  together  for  twelve  months, 
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when  they  parted  company.    Two  years  after  this,  the  first  symptoms  of     ^  r^Mpey 
leprosy  were  developed.  His  fingers  became  contracted,  and  he  is  now  suffer- 
ing from  the  anaesthetic  form  of  the  disease.    I  can  give  you  full  particulars 
of  a  number  of  cases. 

1074.  Ghairman7\  Have  you  the  documents  connected  with  those  cases 
which  can  be  placed  at  our  disposal  ? — Yes ;  I  can  give  you  the  histories  and 
all  the  information. 

1075.  Dr  Edington.']  Do  you  remember  a  case  of  infection  when  Dr. 
Eobertson  was  on  the  island? — Yes.  The  child  of  one  of  the  workmen  on 
the  island  used  to  fish  with  the  lepers  and  a  hook  got  into  his  finger.  One  of 
the  lepers  with  ulcers  on  his  hand  got  this  hook  out,  and  some  time  after- 
wards the  child  contracted  the  disease. 

1076.  Where  did  the  disease  first  begin  ? — That  I  cannot  tell  you.  It 
is  stated  in  the  report  that  he  got  anaesthetic  leprosy  and  died,  but  since  then 
[  have  found  that  he  developed  Jeprosy  before  he  went  to  Eobben  Island  at 
all. 

1077.  Dr.  Dodds.']  You  think  there  is  some  doubt  about  this  case? — 
Yes.  With  regard  to  all  these  cases  it  would  be  much  better  if  you  allowed 
me  to  make  a  special  report  upon  them,  as  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  now 
the  complete  history  of  each  case. 

1078.  Dr.  Greathead.'\  As  a  broad  fact,  I  take  it  that  you  do  believe  in 
the  contagiousness  of  the  disease  ? — Yes. 

1079.  G  hairman.~\lB  leprosy  ever  spread  by  any  other  means  than  con- 
tagion ? — I  think  not. 

1080.  Only  by  contagion  as  you  define  it  ? — Yes,  by  direct  contact. 

1081.  Can  it  be  conveyed  by  handling  food  or  by  means  of  the  secretions  ? 
— Yes,  if  the  recipient  has  ulcers  in  his  mouth. 

1082.  Have  you  any  records  of  cases  which  would  support  the  view 
which  you  now  express  ? — There  is  abundant  evidence  to  show  that  the 
disease  is  not  easily  contracted ;  what  you  may  call  negative  evidence. 

1083.  ^Vre  there  any  people  now  living  on  Eobben  Island  who  have  in 
your  opinion  acquired  leprosy  in  any  other  way  except  by  direct  contagion  ? — 
There  are  very  many  cases  which  you  cannot  account  for  in  any  way  at  all, 
just  because  you  do  not  know  the  full  history  of  them. 

1084.  Would  you  be  prepared  to  say  that  all  cases  are  due  to  contagion 
except  these  negative  groups  ? — I  think  if  we  only  knew  the  complete  his- 
tory we  should  find  that  the  disease  was  due  to  contagion  only. 

1085.  If  so,  can  you  furnish  us  with  information  about  them  and  have 
them  for  inspection  at  some  future  date  ? — Yes,  as  far  as  possible.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  possible  for  the  disease  to  spread  in  any  other  way  except  through 
contagion  in  the  way  I  have  defined  it. 

1086.  What  conditions  are  most  favourable  for  contagion  to  take  effect? 
— First  with  regard  to  the  patient  himself,  he  must  be  in  the  ulcerated 
stage  of  the  disease,  and  then  the  recipient  must  be  in  c^ose  contact  with 
him,  and  be  in  a  weak  state  of  health  and  suffering  from  broken  surfaces. 

1087.  Dr.  Edington.  \  Do  you  consider  if  you  were  to  attempt  inocula- 
tion on  an  unbroken  skin  with  true  leprotic  material  it  would  in  all  cases  be 
followed  by  the  development  of  leprosy  ? — T  do  not  tliink  it  would. 

Iu88.  What  are  your  reasons? — I  think  the  recipient  must  also  be  in  a 
wtak  state.    In  a  strong  person  the  bacillus  would  not  act. 

1089  You  mean  that  a  person  suffering  from  lowered  vitality  would  be 
more  liable  to  take  the  disease  if  infected  ?— Yes. 

1090.  Do  you  believe  there  is  any  special  temperament  which,  other 
things  being  equal,  would  make  an  individual  more  liable  to  leprosy  ? — I 
cannot  tell  you. 

1091.  You  are  Hwaie  that  in  connection  \a it h tuberculosis  and  several 
otbei  di-eases  th(!!e  are  certain  appearances  and  peculiarities  which  enable 
one  to  say  that  such  an  individual  would  be  liable  to  that  particular  disease; 
is  it  so  with  regard  to  leprosy  in  your  oxj"  ^       * — It  may  bo  so. 
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'^L,nr„  1092.  In  the  case  of  inalaria  for  instance,  it  is  believed,  is  it  not,  that  the 

infection  does  not  arise  so  much  from  individual  to  individual  as  from  certain 
Feb.  13th,  1894.    p^jc^iiar  eudcmic  influences  in  the  district  ? — Yes. 

1093.  That  is  to  say  you  might  get  malaria  going  to  a  district  where 
white  people  had  never  before  been? — Yes. 

1094.  Do  you  thing  there  is  anything  analagous  in  leprosy  ;  some 
hidden  peculiarity  in  a  district  from  which  people  can  get  leprosy  ? — -I 
think  not,  because  le])ers  come  from  all  over  the  country. 

109'^^.  You  have  probabl}'^  read  the  report  of  the  Indian  Commission. 
They  use  in  this  connection  the  de  novo  origin.  Tliey  do  not  mean  spon- 
taneous generation,  but  arising  anew,  so  to  speak,  M'ithout  immediate  cont  ict 
from  individuals  ;  you  do  not  believe  in  that  ? — I  do  not.  What  I  under- 
stand them  to  mean  by  the  word  de  novo  is,  they  think  the  germs  are 
scattered  through  the  air  from  previous  cases. 

1096.  Have  you  anything  to  say  definitely  as  to  the  conditions  most 
favourable  for  the  operation  of  contagion.  It  has  been  stated  that  after  a 
period  of  famine,  for  instance,  the  disease  is  more  pronounced.  Have  you 
anything  to  say  as  to  that  ?— No.  1  have  no  evidence  in  support  of  that, 
but  I  have  made  a  history  of  a  number  of  cases  which  show  that  there  was 
a  remarkable  increase  of  lera^osy  in  the  year  1882 — a  sudden  increase. 
What  it  was  due  to  I  cannot  tell.  > 

101)7.  Were  there  any  particular  conditions,  either  meterological  or 
otherwise  ? — No.    I  cannot  find  out  the  cause  of  it. 

1098.  Dr.  Herman.  \  Where  was  this  increase  ? — In  the  Colony. 

1099.  What  statistics  have  you  to  guide  you  ? — -Just  the  history  of  the 
cases. 

1 100.  All  the  cases  are  not  brought  to  your  notice,  are  they  ? — I  have 
a  number  of  cases  of  lepers  who  have  exceeded  a  certain  number  of  years, 
and  I  find  a  sudden  increase  in  i  882.    A  number  of  cases  started  then. 

1101.  Can  you  rely  on  those  statistics  of  leprosy;  are  not  the  statistics 
of  leprosy  exceedingly  unreliable  ? — That  may  be  so.  At  the  same  time 
the  increase  is  curious.  We  have  sxamined  over  1100  cases  and 
there  is  a  sudden  increase  in  the  number  from  188J  to  1882. 

1102.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Are  the  facts  gathered  from  the  patients  themselves? 
—Yes.  Each  case  is  examined  personally,  and  the  history  written  down  as 
far  as  I'ossiblc.  The  increase  was  from  3  to  25  in  the  males  and  from  6  to  17  in 
the  females. 

llOi.  Dr.  Herman.^  How  hn.e  yi^u  arrived  at  those  statistics? — The 
hist'  rv  nf  each  case  resiiknt  on  E  >1  ben  Island  is  taken. 

1101.  Have  you  asked  the  year  in  which  they  became  lepers  ?— Yes  ; 
each  case  separately. 

1105.  Does  not  this  increase  you  refer  to  arise  from  the  fact  that  the 
course  of  the  disease  would  have  eliminated  the  larger  proportion  of  the 
earlier  cases  ;  the  period  of  time  that  had  elapsed  would  require  all  the  cases 
for  a  particular  year  to  have  accumulated,  so  that  you  always  find  a  year  in 
which  you  have  a  large  number  of  cases,  are  not  such  statistics,  therefore, 
somewhat  fallacious  ? — Perhaps  so. 

IIOG.  Dr.  Edington.~]  Are  there  details  as  to  when  these  patients  first 
noticed  leprosy  ? — Yes. 

1107.  And  does  the  same  apply  to  all  other  years? — Yes. 

1108.  Therefore  we  may  consider  that  in  your  opinion  there  is  some- 
thing in  this  particular  fact  which  you  have  brought  forward  ? — Yes. 

1109.  Chairman.~]  If  a  person  had  leprosy  for  a  year  or  two  without 
seeing  it  he  might  escape  observation,  might  he  not,  and  therefore  that 
would  be  a  source  of  error  ? — Yes ;  the  table  I  refer  to  is  in  connection 
specially  with  eases  which  have  exceeded  13  years. 

1110.  Another  source  of  error  might  arise  from  the  doubt  as  to  whether 
you  have  reached  all  the  lepers  or  even  half  the  lepers  in  the  Colony  ? — I  do 
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not  attaoh  any  importance  to  the  table  ;  I  only  mentioned  the  fact,  and  I     ^  p.^^,y. 
would  like  to  find  out  whether  there  is  anything  in  it  at  all.    There  appears, 
however,  to  have  been  this  sudden  increase  of  leprosy. 

1111.  Dr.  Bodds.]  A  few  years  before  1882  there  might  have  been 
some  special  predisposing  cause,  might  there  not? — Yes, ^ there  must  be 
some  cause  for  the  increase. 

1112.  Br.  Greathead.']  Have  you  taken  trouble  to  find  out  whether  there 
was  any  change  in  the  office  here,  or  in  the  appointment  of  medical  nien 
throughout  the  country  leading  to  the  possibility  of  greater  effort  being 
made  at  that  time  to  discover  the  disease  ? — The  cases  referred  to  have  only 
lately  been  admitted.    It  was  not  the  actual  admissions  in  that  year. 

1113.  Did  you  see  many  cases  of  leprosy  when  you  were  in  practice  at 
Aliwal  North  ? — Not  many  ;  about  half-a-dozen. 

1114.  Did  you  study  the  question  of  contagion  before  you  went  to 
Eobben  Island  ? — No. 

1115.  You  speak  of  the  bacillus  leprse  as  being  the  cause  of  the  disease; 
have  you  discovered  this  bacillus  yourself  ? — Yes,  I  have  found  it. 

1116.  Have  yon  found  any  varieties  ? — Yes. 

1117.  Is  the  bacillus  of  the  tubercular  form  of  leprosy  different  from 
the  bacillus  of  the  anaesthetic  form  ?— I  cannot  tell  you.  I  have  never  been 
able  to  find  the  bacillus  in  the  ansesthetic  form  at  all,  I  have  examined 
many  cases  in  the  tubercular  form,  and  it  is  very  easy  to  find  it. 

1118.  You  spoke  of  a  syphilitic  form  of  leprosy;  how  would  you  describe 
that;  what  are  its  peculiarities? — The  appearance  is  very  characteristic 
indeed;  you  have  the  ordinary  forms: — the  tubercular  form,  with  swollen 
face,  and  the  ansesthetic  form,  with  anaesthetic  paralysis  and  a  smooth  face. 
Then  you  have  the  syphilitic  form,  where  the  skin  is  attenuated  and  full  of 
sores  or  scabs,  the  nose  and  lips  are  ulcerated  and  the  whole  face  is  generally 
a  mass  of  sores.  The  hands  may  be  amputated  or  not,  but  the  great  cha- 
racteristic of  this  form  of  the  disease  is  the  perforating  ulcers  along  the 
nerves. 

1119.  Do  you  find  that  only  in  the  syphilitic  form  of  the  disease  ? — No. 

1120.  In  the  anaesthetic  form  do  not  you  find  that  the  patient  gets 
blebs,  and  then  ulceration  along  the  course  of  tho  ulnar  nerve  ? —  I  have  not 
noticed  that  except  in  the  syphilitic  form.  There  is  excruciating  pain  along 
the  nerve,  then  a  little  knot  forms  on  the  surface,  which  gradually  grows 
and  then  bursts,  a  little  clear  fluid  escaping,  after  which  the  pain  is  over. 
That  goes  on  till  the  patient  is  worn  out  with  pain. 

1121.  Would  you  call  that  syphilitic  leprosy  or  merely  a  case  of  leprosy 
modified  by  the  syphilitic  poison  ? — You  can  apply  it  in  both  ways.  I  call  it 
the  syphilitic  form  because  the  disease  is  so  very  characteristic. 

1122.  Is  there  any  doubt  about  the  bacillus  ? — I  have  not  found  the 
bacillus  of  the  syphilitic  form.    I  have  not  looked  for  it. 

1123.  In  your  report  for  189]  you  say  males  offer  a  more  suitable 
nidus  for  the  disease  than  females ;  is  this  so  ? — 1  onl}^  go  by  the  figures, 
and  there  are  more  males  than  females  affected. 

1124.  Has  it  ever  struck  you  that  males  are  more  affected  because  they 
wander  more  away  from  home  ?—  That  has  not  struck  me.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  account  for  it  except  in  this  way,  that  males  are  more  liable  to  injury 
to  tho  extremities,  the  hands  and  so  on. 

1125.  Does  their  work  render  them  more  liable  to  get  the  disease?  — 
Yes ;  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  are  nearly  twice  as  many  males  as  females. 

1126.  You  would  hardly  put  that  down  as  a  special  nidus,  would  you  ? 
— No. 

1127.  Are  there  any  special  conditions  in  the  blood  of  the  male? — I  do 
not  think  so.  According  to  my  report  I  find  that  there  are  in  the  Colony 
7  67,000  males,  and  759,000  females,  practically  about  the  same,  yet  there 
are  twice  as  many  male  as  female  lepers.-' 


80 


s  r^impey  1128.  Dr.  Herman.']  "With  regard  to  the  means  by  which  contagion  can 

—  spread,  is  there  any  evidence;  in  favour  of  contagioc  spreading  directly  from 

Feb.  13th,  1894.  eating  and  drinking  from  utensils  used  by  lepers,  I  am  not  speakinii;  of 
theoretical  contagion,  but  has  any  evidence  come  to  your  own  knowledge  on 
Kobben  Island  ? — I  cannot  say. 

1129.  Are  there  no  records  of  such  cases? — No;  it  is  difficult  to  say 
exactly  when  contact  arises. 

1130.  With  reference  to  sleeping  with  lepers  and  wearing  their  clothes  ; 
have  you  any  evidence  as  to  that  ? — Yes  ;  we  have  cases  of  that. 

1131.  How  many? — Two  or  three. 

1132.  Have  you  any  evidence  of  a  leper  becoming  infected  by  sexual 
connection,  cohabiting  with  a  leper? — INo  ;  I  cannot  prove  conclusively  in 
which  way  contact  arises. 

1133.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  bacillus  of  leprosy  has  been  discovered 
in  the  spermatic  fluid,  and  whether  the  dise^ase  may  be  conveyed  by  sexual 
contact  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  it. 

1134.  Is  there  any  evidence  to  prove  that  a  leper  husband  has  infected 
a  healthy  wife,  or  a  leper  wife  has  infected  a  healthy  husband  ? — We  have 
evidence  to  prove  that  a  wife  has  contracted  the  disease  after  her  husband, 
and  vice  versa. 

1135.  Is  there  any  evidence  to  prove  by  what  means  the  contagion 
passed  from  person  to  person  ? — You  cannot  do  that ;  at  least,  I  cannot.  " 

1136.  Have  you  any  idea  as  to  the  likelihood  of  a  healthy  woman 
getting  leprosy  from  a  leper  man  ? — I  think  the  figures  go  to  show  that  it  is 
slightly  contagious ;  that  if  a  woman  is  healthy  and  strong,  there  is  very  little 
danger  of  infection. 

1137.  I  take  it  that  you  know  the  facts  elicited  by  the  former  Commis- 
sion in  188G  with  reference  to  the  state  of  things  on  Robben  Island  at  that 
period  ? —  Yes. 

1138.  Are  you  aware  it  is  stated  that  at  that  time  the  leper  women 
were  in  the  habit  of  prostituting  themselves  ? — Yes. 

1139.  Do  you  know  any  facts  which  would  go  to  prove  that  any  healthy 
man  onRobben  Island  has  become  infected  from  a  leper  woman  ? — 'No;  there 
is  nothing  to  prove  it  at  all.    I  think  it  is  the  other  way  round  chiefly. 

1140.  It  is  within  your  knowledge  that  a  healthy  man  has  had  connec- 
tion with  a  leper  woman  ? — I  think  it  is  the  other  way  round  ;  that  healthy 
women  have  connection  with  leper  men. 

1141.  Have  you  attempted  to  investigate  that  line  of  evidence  at  all? — 

■  No. 

1142.  Could  you  furnish  the  Commission  with  any  information  on  the 
subject  ? — No. 

1143.  Knowing  what  we  do  of  the  analogy  of  syphilis,  is  it  not  ex- 
tremely likely  that  leprosy  would  pass  on  that  way  from  person  to  person  ? — 
I  don't  think  it  is  very  likely. 

1144.  Upon  what  grounds  is  it  not  likely  to  spread  in  that  way?— My 
opinion  is  that  the  disease  can  only  spread  through  broken  surfaces. 

1145.  Dr.  Edington.']  Do  you  believe  that  the  bacillus  leprae  does  occur 
in  the  spermatic  fluid  ? — I  have  not  seen  it. 

1146.  It  is  likely  from  what  you  know  of  other  diseases,  that  it  should 
occur  there  ? — I  cannot  say.  They  say  it  occurs  in  the  glands,  but  I  have 
not  been  able  to  discover  it. 

1147.  If  the  bacillus  occurred  in  the  spermatic  fluid,  there  would  be 
more  often  than  there  is  disease  connected  with  the  penis  itself,  would  there 
not  ?— Not  necessarily  the  penis,  but  the  testicles.  There  is  a  disease  of  the 
testicles. 

1148.  Is  it  particularly  frequent? — No. 

1149.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  ulcerated  surfaces  occur  in  the  genital  organs  of 
the  male  or  female  ? — Very  seldom.  Sometimes  there  are  tubercles  on  the 
penis. 
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1150.  Is  it  not  likelv  that  if  a  leprous  tubercle  on  the  penis  were  brought  -D^. 
into  contact  witn  a  healthy  vagina  or  a  diseased  vagina,  leprosy  would  be 
likely  to  pass  in  that  way  ? — I  think  so. 

1151.  And  yet  notwithstanding  you  have  no  such  cases? — There  is 
nothing  on  record  to  show  definitely  how  contagion  arises. 

1152.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  very  large  number  of  healthy  persons  at 
different  periods  have  been  brought  into  contact  with  affected  lepers  on 
Eobben  Island  both  by  eating,  sleeping,  sexual  contact,  and  so  on  ? — Yes, 
not  very  many  perhaps. 

1153.  Have  you  records  of  any  cases  where  leprosy  has  spread  from 
diseased  persons  to  healthy  persons  on  Eobben  Island  ? — N'o,  none. 

1154.  You  mentioned  the  case  of  a  little  boy,  did  you  not  ? — 'That  is 
the  only  case  on  the  Island.    That  occurred  long  before  my  time. 

1155.  Then  notwithstanding  the  intimate  contact  of  healthy  persons 
with  lepers  on  Eobben  Island  there  is  not  a  solitary  case,  in  your  recollection, 
or  in  the  records  of  the  island,  I  understand,  which  would  enable  you  to 
state  that  the  disease  passed  from  diseased  to  healthy  persons  ? — Quite  so. 

1166.    You  do  not  desire  to  qualify  that  in  any  way  ? — Not  at  all. 

1157.  You  have  given  us  certain  favouring  conditions  which  help  the 
spread  of  leprosy  by  contact,  are  there  any  that  you  would  include  beyond 
those  ? — There  are  some  more  general  ones. 

1158.  The  general  ones  may  be  equally  important.  Are  there  any 
special  circumstances  such  as  defective  sanitation,  bad  hygiene,  bad  water 
supply,  damp  soil,  climate,  poverty  and  so  on,  which  would  atfect  the  spread  of 
the  disease ;  the  Indian  Leprosy  Commission  have  specially  reported  that 
leprosy  is  a  disease  affecting  the  poorer  classes  ;  is  that  so  in  your  opinion  ? 
— I  think  not.  There  are  some  very  rich  patients  on  the  island,  although  the 
majority  belong  to  the  lower  class- 

11 59.  You  think  it  does  not  affect  the  lower  class  specially  ? — No. 

1160.  Now  is  it  assisted  in  your  opinion  by  such  circumstances  as  bad 
hygiene,  or  bad  water  and  food  ? — What  I  think  is  this,  take  two  persons, 
one  belonging  to  the  upper  class  and  the  other  to  the  lower  class,  and  allow 
them  to  come  in  contact  with  a  leprous  person,  under  the  same  conditions, 
they  would  both  be  equally  liable  to  the  disease. 

1161.  In  your  experience,  are  any  special  discharges  from  a  leprous 
patient  particularly  likely  to  carry  contagion  ? — Certainly. 

1162.  Which  are  those  ? — Discharges  from  ulcers  for  instance. 

1163.  And  discharges  from  the  nose  ? — Yes  ;  the  nose  or  mouth,  if  they 
contain  tuberculous  matter. 

1164.  In  your  opinion  can  the  disease  be  spread  through  the  fajcal  dis- 
charges ? — Yes,  it  could  be  carried  in  that  way. 

1165.  In  the  same  way  as  in  the  case  of  typhoid  or  choleric  discharges 
from  the  bowels  ? — ^Yes.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  contains  a 
large  number  of  bacilli. 

1166.  Is  there  evidence  to  prove  that  leprosy  is  spread  in  any  other 
way  except  through  contact  ? — There  is  no  evidence  to  prove  it. 

1167.  Do  you  know  cases  where  persons  or  families  are  particularly 
susceptible  to  leprosy  ;  say  you  had  100  persons,  would  they  all  alike  under 
favourable  conditions  form  a  nidus  for  the  development  of  the  poison  ? — I 
believe  so.  They  would  not  all  necessarily  become  affected,  but  it  would  be 
a  toss  up  which  of  them  would. 

1168.  Have  you  any  evidence  to  lay  before  the  Commission  as  to  any 
favouring  circumstances  in  the  individual  ? — There  are  some  very  curious 
facts  with  regard  to  that.  I  have  them  under  the  head  of  "  predisposition." 
Out  of  586  lepers  on  the  island,  for  instance,  only  45  arc  the  children  of 
leper  parents.  This,  to  my  mind,  proves  that  a  large  number  of  cases  are 
not  due  to  hereditary  influence.  Out  of  1)23  children  (of  parents)  on  the 
island  which  the  lepers  have  had,  only  23  have  become  diseased. 

[G.  10— '94.]  M 
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?  r^iiir  01  1169.  In  certain  families  the  disease  seems  to  lose  itself,  does  it  not  ? — 

_>m!/  ;  it  looks  like  it. 

Feb.  13th,  1894.  1170.  Are  you  aware  of  certain  individual  families  wliere  the  disease  is 

specially  likely  to  spread ;  in  a  certain  family,  for  instance,  there  may  be 
only  one  case,  and  you  have  no  further  cases,  while  in  another  family  it 
spreads  from  one  member  to  another  in  a  most  unaccountable  way ;  after 
some  time,  is  it  not  the  case  that  certain  families  seem  to  become  proof 
against  leprosy  ? — I  cannot  exactly  say  that,  but  I  do  think  that  the 
children  of  lepers  are  less  liable  to  contract  the  disease  than  the  children 
of  other  parents. 

1171.  Chairman^.  Have  you  any  proof  of  that  ? — A  very  small  per- 
centage of  the  children  of  lepers  have  become  diseased.  Only  seven  per 
cent,  of  the  children  of  lepers  on  the  island. 

1172.  Dr.  Herman.]  If  contact  only  is  required  to  spread  the  disease, 
how  do  you  account  for  it  that  there  is  not  a  larger  proportion  of  lepers  ? — 
My  opinion  is  that  leprosy  is  not  a  very  contagious  disease,  it  requires 
specially  favourable  circumstances  in  order  to  be  transmitted  from  a  diseased 
to  a  healthy  person  ;  the  recipient  must  be  in  a  certain  condition,  that  is  to 
say,  he  must  have  sores  and  generally  be  in  a  weak  state  of  health. 

1173.  Do  you  think  an  individual  becomes  less  susceptible  from  the  fact 
of  his  having  inherited  the  strain  ?— I  cannot  tell  you  about  that,  but  there 
are  facts  to  prove  that  few  children  of  lepers  become  diseased. 

1174.  Is  the  disease  due  to  an  inherited  strain  do  you  think  ? — I  think 

not. 

1175.  Have  you  any  facts  to  prove  that  leprosy  has  either  originated  or 
been  spread  through  vaccination  ? — There  were  two  cases  on  Eobben  Island 
they  are  both  dead  now,  in  which  it  was  supposed  the  disease  was  contracted 
in  that  way.    I  only  go  by  the  histories. 

1176.  Do  you  think  those  histories  as  a  rule  are  reliable  ? — I  think  not. 
That  is  why  I  am  afraid  of  giving  any  figures,  because  I  believe  that  the 
histories  of  cases  on  Eobben  Island  are  quite  unreliable. 

1177.  Do  you  refer  to  the  cases  recorded  by  Dr.  Daubler  ? — Yes. 

1178.  Did  you  see  them  yourself  ? — Yes. 

1179.  Do  you  arrive  at  your  conclusion  from  the  bare  statements  of  the 
patients  ? — Yes. 

1180.  "Was  there  any  clinical  evidence  to  support  that  view  ? — I  saw 
the  cases  in  a  very  advanced  stage ;  according  to  the  records  I  think  Dr. 
Eyre  took  the  cases. 

1181.  Can  we  have  those  records? — I  have  not  got  them  here,  but  I 
will  look  them  up. 

1182.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  lay  authentic  information  before 
the  profession  with  regard  to  those  cases  ? — I  know  the  histories  were  taken 
out  by  my  former  assistant.,. 

1183.  In  your  opinion  these  histories  are  thoroughly  unreliable  ? — Yes. 
If  I  get  a  history  of  certain  facts  to-day  from  a  patient,  somebody  else  at 
another  time  may  get  facts  quite  different  altogether. 

1184.  As  to  the  origin  of  the  disease  do  you  mean?— As  to  everything; 
dates  and  everything  else.  Patients  often  try  to  conceal  facts,  and  you 
cannot  get  at  the  truth. 

1186.  Dr.  Dodds.']  I  suppose  they  would  specially  try  to  hide  any 
evidence  of  contagion  now  ? — Yes ;  my  evidence  is  from  facts  ;  I  only  go 
by  what  I  see. 

1186.  Dr.  Her  num.]  Can  you  supply  us  with  the  names  of  the  medical 
men  who  vaccinated  the  two  individuals  you  have  referred  to  ? — I  believe 
Dr.  Murray  and  Dr.  Silke. 

1187.  Why  were  not  these  cases  investigated? — They  have  been 
pretty  well  discussed. 

1188.  Has  famine  any  special  effect  on  the  spread  of  the  disease  ? — 
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I  think  not,  except  in  so  far  as  it  would  tend  to  lower  the  constitution      „  J^^- 
of  those  who  came  in  contact  with  lepers,  —  ' 

1189.  In  your  opinion,  is  there  any  danger  of  leprosy  being  spread 
by  what  I  might  call  mediate  contact,  as  for  instance  flies,  mosquitos  or 
other  animals  passing  from  patients  to  healthy  persons  ? — I  think  flies  might 
convey  the  disease.  I  cannot  say  definitely,  but  they  might  take  the  bacillus 
from  a  diseased  to  a  healthy  person. 

1190.  Do  you  find  that  flies  are  particularly  happy  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  lepers  ? — Yery  much  so  indeed.  Eobben  Island  is  very  well  supplied 
with  flies,  not  only  in  the  leper  wards  but  elsewhere. 

1191.  Are  there  many  mosquitos  there  ? — Very  few. 

1192.  Have  you  observed  whether  the  disease  has  spread  to  animals, 
such  as  mice  and  rabbits?. — There  has  been  an  absurd  rumour  about  the 
rabbits  and  mice  being  diseased. 

1193.  Why  would  you  call  the  rumour  absurd ;  I  see  it  is  mentioned 
by  a  former  superintendent  or  assistant  superintendent  on  the  island  ? — I 
know  I  have  investigated  the  matter  as  far  as  birds  are  concerned.  You  find 
birds  with  diseased  feet  occasionally,  but  they  are  not  leprous. 

1194.  What  is  the  disease? — Inflammation,  and  from  this  the  feet  have 
dropped  ofP, 

1195.  Is  there  any  evidence  to  prove  that  there  is  any  resting  stage  in 
the  bacillus  leprae,  or  is  the  disease  passed  on  direct  ? — I  think  it  is  direct 
from  the  diseased  to  the  healthy. 

1196.  In  what  way  would  you  explain  the  evidence  of  contact  where 
persons  have  remained  a  long  time  healthy  after  contact  ?  — I  hardly  know. 
I  have  seen  cases  quoted,  but  there  must  be  some  mistake.  The  incubation 
period  is  not  nearly  so  long  as  stated  in  some  of  the  cases, 

1197.  Dr.  Hoffman r\  You  have  quoted  four  difierent  forms  of  leprosy  ; 
have  you  found  any  appreciable  distinction  in  the  bacillus  of  the  different 
forms  ? — I  have  found  the  bacillus  in  the  tubercular  form,  but  not  in  any 
other. 

1198.  What  is  the  earliest  age  at  which  you  have  on  record  any  cases 
of  contagion  ? — The  youngest  child  on  the  island  who  has  developed  leprosy 
is  about  three  years  old.  There  is  one  doubtful  case  on  the  island  ;  I  am 
not  sure  whether  it  is  leprous  or  not.    That  child  is  two  years  old. 

1199.  Is  the  bacillus  leprae  readily  cultivated  ;  have  you  tried  to  culti- 
vate it  ? — I  cultivated  and  got  the  bacillus  that  3^011  find  in  the  tissues  ; 
whether  it  is  the  bacillus  leprte  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

1200.  Is  it  readily  cultivated  ? — The  bacillus  I  refer  to  is, 

1201.  Has  it  considerable  tenacity  of  life ;  is  it  tough,  and  Avill  it  Jive 
long  ? — Yes. 

1202.  Have  you  any  idea  how  long  ? — ISTo,  I  cannot  tell  you.    I  have 
an  idea  that  it  will  not  live  after  it  is  dried  ;  it  dies  then. 

1203.  Have  you  examined  flies  to  see  whether  they  carry  the  bacillus 
about  ? — I  have,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  it. 

1204.  Have  you  examined  the  soil  round  about  the  leper  asylum,  to 
find  the  bacillus  ? — No. 

1205.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Is  it  your  opinion  that  leprosy  in  every  case  has  been 
the  result  of  contagion  ? — Yes,  I  believe  so. 

1206.  From  your  personal  examination  of  cases,  speaking  roughly, 
in  what  proportion  have  you  found  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  being  due 
to  contagion  ? — Very  few. 

1207.  Yet  although  you  say  you  have  only  had  proof  of  it  in  very  few 
cases,  you  apply  the  result  to  the  whoJe  number  of  cases? — Yes. 

1208.  What  is  your  reason  for  that  ? — All  other  cases  can  be  negatived, 
so  it  comes  down  to  contagion.  The  contagion  is  "certain  in  some  cases,  so 
why  not  apply  the  cause  to  all. 

1209.  It  is  by  process  of  reasoning,  not  by  observation? — By  observation 
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s  p^im  e,  Ot)servation  proves  that  certain  cases  are  undoubtedly  due  to  con- 

tagion. 
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1210.  A  very  small  proportion  ? — A  very  small  proportion  only  can 
be  absolutely  proved,  but  I  believe  every  case  is  due  to  contagion.  I  argue 
that  if  a  few  cases  are  undoubtedly  due  to  contagion,  nothing  else  can  be 
proved  to  be  the  cause,  then  it  is  probable  that  all  the  cases  are  due  to  contagion. 

1211.  You  further  limit  the  contagiousness  to  inoculation.  Do  not  you 
consider  in  the  case  of  a  person  very  susceptible  to  disease  it  would  be  possible 
for  the  communicability  to  operate  otherwise  than  by  a  broken  surface  ? — I 
do  not  think  so,  or  else  we  would  have  more  cases  of  leprosy.  I  think  we 
have  to  exclude  all  those  things  very  rigidly  in  order  to  account  for  the 
very  small  number  of  lepers. 

1212.  There  again,  your  opinion  is  based  on  reasoning,  not  on  observa- 
tion, is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

1213.  Can  you  say  from  your  observation  of  the  cases  that  they  may 
not  have  been  caused  by  contact,  or  have  been  the  result  of  the  communicability 
of  the  disease  ? — All  my  observations  are  based  on  facts  elicited  from  the 
patients  themselves.  There  is  not  a  single  case  of  contagion  on  the  island 
which  has  come  under  my  personal  observation,  so  we  must  take  the  statements 
of  the  patients  themselves  and  of  the  magistrates,  which  are  very  meagre. 

1214.  Are  there  any  other  instances  of  contagion,  as  for  example  smoking 
a  tobacco  pipe  used  by  a  leper  ? —  I  think  if  the  person  smoking  the  pipe 
had  an  abrasion  or  ulceration  of  the  mouth,  the  infection  might  be  carried  in 
that  way.  My  opinion  is  that  the  infection  can  be  conveyed  in  any  way  in  which 
the  bacillus  can  reach  a  broken  surface,  and  there  is  always  the  fear  of  a  person 
having  a  broken  surface.  I  know  that  if  I  had  a  broken  surface  I  would  not 
attend  a  leper.  While  my  skin  is  sound,  I  consider  that  I  am  perfectly  safe 
in  the  lepers'  wards  and  I  perform  operations  every  day. 

1216.  Handling  things  touched  by  lepers,  and  eating  and  drinking  out 
of  the  same  utensils  would  prove  a  danger  if  there  was  a  broken  surface  ? 
— I  think  there  is  a  danger. 

1216.  Would  you  consider  there  was  a  danger  in  contact  even  where 
you  have  no  proof  of  a  broken  surface  ? — Yes,  but  it  requires  a  broken  surface 
before  the  disease  can  infect.  It  would  be  wiser  not  to  smoke  a  pipe  or  use 
the  same  utensils  that  a  leper  used.  There  might  be  very  little  danger,  but 
it  would  be  wiser  not  to  do  it,  as  you  may  have  a  sore. 

1217.  As  regards  close  contact,  is  there  any  fear  of  getting  leprosy 
by  laundry  operations,  or  by  hawkers  selling  fruit  aod  so  on  ? — In 
connection  with  that,  it  is  a  very  curious  thing,  and  I  brought  it  up  in  my 
report  last  year,  that  a  very  large  number  of  cases  on  Eobben  Island  are 
agricultural  labourers,  and  I  have  an  idea  that  the  disease  can  be  communi- 
cated through  the  spades,  hoes,  and  other  implements  they  use,  if  they  have 
mutilated  hands.  Anyone  working  with  such  tools  would  be  liable  to  contract 
the  disease,  I  believe. 

1218.  Is  there  any  danger  from  kissing? — Yes,  I  think  so  certainly; 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  is  crammed  with  bacilli. 

1219.  Is  there  any  other  way  in  which  there  is  practically  danger  of 
contagion,  say  for  instance  by  letters  or  newspapers  handled  by  lepers  ? 
— I  think  practically  there  is  not  much  danger,  but  there  is  a  danger. 

1220.  Should  one  act  on  the  possibility  of  there  being  such  danger?— I 
think  when  the  discharges  are  desiccated,  the  danger  is  practically  over.  As 
a  rule  there  is  a  great  deal  of  discharge  on  the  sheets  and  pillow  cases,  and  a 
person  washing  those  things  would  be  very  liable  to  get  the  disease.  Now 
the  washing  is  done  by  the  lepers  themselves,  so  that  there  is  no  need  for 
the  same  precaution 

1221.  Is  there  very  little  contact  of  healthy  persons  with  lepers  on  the 
island  ? — As  little  as  possible. 
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1222.  Ever  since  you  went  to  the  island  has  there  been  comparatively 
little  contact  of  non -lepers  with  lepers  ? — Yes, 

1223.  Dr.  Hfrmnn.']  Are  there  children  on  the  island  who  are  not 
lepers  y — Yes. 

1224.  Have  they  been  exposed  for  a  considerable  period  ? — There  are 
eleven  children  on  Eobben  Island  in  the  leper  wards,  who  are  not  lepers,  and 
some  of  them  have  been  exposed  for  years. 

1225.  Have  none  of  them  become  affected  ? — No,  they  are  all  healthy. 
One  child  born  of  a  leper  mother  developed  the  disease  on  the  island. 

1226.  How  long  afterwards  ? — About  four  years. 

1227.  Was  it  all  that  time  in  the  leper  ward  ? — Yes ;  the  boy  was  born 
on  the  island,  and  is  alive  now.  The  others  were  not  born  on  the  island  ; 
they  came  with  their  parents  who  were  diseased. 

1228.  Chairman.^  Was  the  father  a  leper  in  the  case  you  mentioned 
just  now  ? — No,  the  mother  only.    The  father  is  not  on  the  island. 

1229.  Dr.  Herman.~\  Did  they  come  after  the  disease  had  broken  out  ? 
— Yes ;  with  their  diseased  parents.  That  is  how  they  came  to  the  island  at 
all. 

1230.  Were  they  born  before  or  after  the  parents  became  affected  ? — I 
cannot  say  definitely.    I  have  a  history  of  the  cases. 

1231.  And  they  have  been  living  for  a  considerable  period  in  the  leper 
wards  ? — Yes,  and  before  that,  with  their  diseased  parents. 

1232.  And  they  have  not  become  affected? — No. 

1233.  Why  is  that,  do  you  think  ? — Because  they  are  strong  and  lioalthy 
children. 

1234.  Have  they  been  affected  by  any  disease,  such  as  measles  for 
instance  ?—  No. 

1235.  Have  they  never  had  any  disease  at  all  ? — No.  One  child  was 
horn  of  a  leprous  mother  very  weak,  and  it  died  on  the  island. 

1236.  Do  you  think  the  natural  strength  of  the  constitution  is  sufficient 
to  withstand  the  contagion  of  leprosy  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

1237.  In  every  instance  ? — Yes. 

1238.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  disease  from  which  a  healthy  state 
pres^erves  immunity  ? — Yes,  I  think  so.  Natives  for  instance  live  in  districts 
where  malarial  fever  prevails  and  they  do  not  tf>ke  it, 

1239.  Is  their  immunity  due  to  health? — I  cannot  say. 

1240.  Are  there  any  other  facts  which  would  give  immunity  ?-— If  there 
were  no  sores. 

1241.  Are  there  any  other  constitutional  conditions  which  would  give 
immunity  ?-' If  you  take  the  case  of  persons  who  work  with  lepers,  how  very 
f(!w  of  those  who  handle  them  every  day  become  diseased,  and  you  cannot 
account  for  it  except  by  the  fact  that  they  must  be  in  a  healthy  state. 

1242.  Is  that  in  your  opinion  the  only  ground  for  immunity  ? — Yes, 
health. 

1243.  And  the  absence  of  abrasions  ? — Yes. 

1244.  Dr.  Dodds.j  Do  you  consider  leprosy  at  all  due  to  vaccination  ? 
—When  I  went  to  Eobben  Island  I  found  two  cases  there,  ard  I  reported 
upon  them. 

1245.  What  conclusion  have  you  come  to  about  those  cases;  are  you 
satisfied  that  they  were  due  to  vaccination  ? — The  statements  of  the  patients 
themselves  are  very  strong  indeed.  One  female  says  she  was  vaccinated,  and 
within  a  few  months  the  site  of  the  vaccination  became  discoloured  and  she 
developed  syphilitic  leprosy, 

1246.  Dr.  Edinqton.']  Is  there  any  appearance  on  the  site  now  ? — The 
woman  has  since  died, 

1247.  Dr.  Dodds.^  I  understood  you  to  say  that  after  re- examination  of 
these  cases  you  were  not  satisfied  ? — I  am  not  satisfied. 

1248.  Taking  everything  into  consideration  are  you  satisfied  that  those 
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s  p^imimj      ^'^^  GSi^^B  jou  mentioned  got  leprosy  by  vaccination  ? — No,  they  lare  sus- 
' '   —    ' '     picious  cases,  but  I  would  not  base  my  faith  upon  them  at  all. 
Feb.  i3tii,  1894.  1249.  What  is  your  position  as  regards  the  danger  of  getting  lepros)^ 

from  vaccination  ? — It  is  possible  to  do  so.  The  Indian  Commission 
however,  have  made  experiments  which  rather  negative  the  idea,  but  it  is 
possible.  At  the  same  time  I  do  not  believe  that  any  medical  man  \?ould 
transmit  the  disease  in  that  way,  but  in  this  country  very  often  a  person  is 
vaccinated  and  sent  into  the  country,  and  then  others  are  vaccinated  from 
such  person.  In  such  a  way  syphilis  may  be  spread  to  an  enormous  extent 
and  probably  leprosy. 

1250.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  you  any  evidence  to  prove  that  ? — Yes.  In 
the  Aliwal  North  district  vaccination  is  carried  on  in  that  way,  and  in  some 
parts  of  the  country  syphilis  is  very  bad. 

1251.  Chairmafi.']  Then  with  regard  to  leprosy,  you  only  know  of  two 
doubtful  eases  spread  by  vaccination  ? — Yes. 

1252.  Are  there  records  of  any  other  cases  in  your  experience  ? — No. 
It  is  difficult  to  get  anything  definite  from  the  patients  themselves. 

1253.  Dr.  Greathead.^  You  say  that  leprosy  is  only  spread  during  the 
ulcerating  stage.  In  your  report  for  1891  you  speak  very  strongly  of  the 
chance  of  spreading  leprosy  by  vaccination,  even  by  using  lymph  from 
persons  in  whom  there  are  no  signs  of  disease  ? — That  is  from  the  tubercular 
form.  If  there  is  a  tubercle  in  the  skin  and  a  wound  is  made  in  that  way 
vaccination  can  spread  it. 

1254.  Taking  it  for  granted  that  no  one  would  vaccinate  from  a  person 
who  had  the  disease,  ia  vaccinating  from  latent  cases  might  you  produce  the 
disease  ? — I  would  not  say  with  regard  to  latent  cases,  cases  where  the 
disease  is  not  recognized,  and  leprosy  is  not  always  easily  recognized. 

1255.  Do  you  admit  that  vaccination  retards  leprosy  in  any  way  ? — 1 
have  an  idea  that  any  acute  affection  such  as  erysipelas,  and  measles  also, 
would  check  it. 

1256.  Would  not  there  be  rather  less  chance  of  spreading  leprosy  than 
some  other  diseases  through  vaccination  ? — That  is  a  point  I  cannot  say  any- 
think  definite  about  at  all,  but  in  the  two  cases  I  mentioned,  the  disease 
appears  to  have  broken  out  in  four  or  five  months,  and  that  is  a  doubtful 
point  in  my  opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  the  disease,  because  as  far  as  I  can 

-  make  out,  the  incubation  period  is  about  two  years,  and  in  both  those  cases 
the  disease  started  within  a  few  moaths  of  vaccination  ;  therefore  the  disease 
may  have  been  in  the  system  before  vaccination.  The  patients  may  have 
been  incipient  lepers  when  vaccination  was  performed. 

1257.  Chairman.']  At  present  you  only  know  of  those  two  cases,  and 
you  give  the  reasons  for  considering  them  doubtful  ? — Yes. 

1258.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  vaccination  is  liable  to  spread  leprosy  ? — 

No. 

1259.  In  your  report  you  say  it  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  since  the 
introduction  of  vaccination,  leprosy  is  spreading  with  rapidity ;  but  now  from 
your  evidence  I  gather  that  you  have  modified  your  opinion  ? — Leprosy  has 
spread  enormously  lately. 

1260.  What  proof  have  you  to  show  that  the  spread  of  leprosy  is 
connected  with  va.ccination  ? — There  is  the  fact  that  it  is  spreading  sicce  vac- 
cination has  been  introduced,  and  it  is  a  fact  worth  considering  whether  one 
has  anything  to  do  with  the  other,  when  we  know  that  syphilis  is  being 
spread  by  vaccination. 

1261.  What  is  your  opinion  now? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
leprosy  is  spread  by  vaccination  or  assisted  by  it.  ^ 

1262.  You  merely  think  it  is  a  point  for  consideration  ? — Yes. 

1263.  Dr.  Herman.]  What  statistics  have  you  to  prove  that  leprosy  has 
increased  here  in  this  country  ? — We  know  how  very  few  lepers  there  were 
a  few  years  ago,  and  what  the  number  is  now. 
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1264.  Dr.  Edington.']  Are  there  not  all  over  the  world  many  localities  ^  ^^^-^ 
where  formerly  leprosy  was  very  rife  ? — I  only  say  it  is  increasing  at  present.       '  _ ' 

1265.  Br.  Herman.']  You  say  the  increase  has  been  coincident  with  the  ^^^^> 
spread  of  vaccination  ? — There  is  evidence  to  show  that  leprosy  existed 
among  the  native  races  in  South  Africa  to  a  considerable  extent  before  the 

period  of  vaccination,  and  at  the  present  time  in  those  native  territories 
where  vaccination  is  not  practised  at  all,  leprosy  is  very  rife.  I  do  not  say 
that  vaccination  is  the  cause  of  leprosy  at  all,  but  I  say  that  lately  vaccination 
has  been  carried  on  extensively,  whereas  it  was  never  carried  on  so  extensively 
before, 

1266.  If  leprosy  is  frequent  in  those  native  localities  where  vaccination 

is  not  practised  at  all,  does  it  not  follow  that  it  is  a  coincidence  of  a  passing  " 
nature,  and  of  no  consequence  ? — It  may  be  merely  a  coincidence. 

1267.  Dr.  Dodds.']  You  think  the  disease  could  be  spread  by  vaccination? 
— It  could  be  spread  in  that  way  through  carelessness,  and  I  have  always 
opposed  indiscriminate  vaccination. 

1268.  Dr.  Herman.']  With  reference  to  what  Tebb  says  as  to  the 
recrudescence  of  leprosy,  do  you  think  unfair  use  has  been  made  of  the 
extract  from  your  report  ? — Yes  ;  he  has  made  more  of  it  than  necessary. 
I  had  no  desire  to  prove  that  leprosy  has  been  spread  wholesale  by 
vaccination. 

1269.  Dr.  EdingtonJ]  What  do  you  mean  by  indiscriminate  vaccina- 
tion ? — Vaccination  by  non-medical  men. 

1270.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  You  mentioned  the  case  of  a  boy  who  contracted 
leprosy  on  the  island  through  a  wound  caused  by  a  fishhook,  and  also  the 
Base  of  a  woman  who  said  she  had  contracted  leprosy  through  vaccination  ; 
in  both  those  instances  did  the  disease  commence  at  the  part  which  was 
injured,  or  did  it  commence  anywhere  else  ? — In  the  latter  case  it  commenced 
where  vaccination  was  performed,  but  in  the  other  not. 

1271.  Was  there  anything  peculiar  about  the  wound  in  the  other  case 
at  all  ? — No,  sometime  after  the  hook  was  removed  from  the  finger  the 
disease  developed. 

1272.  How  long  after  '? — I  believe  Dr.  Ross  has  reported  the  case. 

1273.  Dr.  Dodds. ^  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  case? — No, 

1274.  Dr.  Edington.]  What  methods  have  you  adopted  for  the  de- 
tection of  bacilli  in  leprosy  ? — I  stained  the  secretions  by  means  of  carbol 
fuchsine. 

1275.  After  staining  what  did  you  do  ? — Nothing  more  ;  you  can 
counter  stain  with  methyl-blue  or  violet. 

1276.  Can  you  let  us  have  the  slides  ? — Yes. 

1277.  Have  bacilli  been  found  in  the  ansesthetic  form  ? — I  have  not 
found  them  ;  they  say  they  have  been  found.  My  belief  is  that  bacilli  have 
been  found  in  the  mixed  form  and  not  in  the  pure  anaesthetic  form. 

1278.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Have  you  ever  tried  to  find  the  bacillus  in  the 
saliva  of  tubercular  cases,  before  the  ulceration  stage  ? — No,  but  when  the 
mouth  is  full  of  ulceration  inside  you  would  find  the  bacillus, 

1279.  Before  that,  you  have  not  tried  to  find  it  ? — No,  I  am  not  much 
of  a  bacteriological  expert. 

1280.  Chairman.]  Do  you  regard  the  disease  as  non-contagious  in  any 
3f  its  forms  ? — Yes. 

1281.  In  what  form  do  you  consider  it  non-contagious  ? — I  believe  it  is 
lon-contagious  any  time  when  there  is  no  ulceration. 

1282.  In  that  stage  might  people  inhabit  the  same  house  and  use  the 
3amc  utensils  f<)r  food  without  much  risk  ?— Yes.  * 

1283.  You  think  in  that  stage  of  the  disease  there  is  no  risk  ? — There  is 
10  risk  of  spreading  the  disease  at  all  while  there  is  no  ulceration, 

1284.  Can  you  give  any  proof  of  this  from  records  or  from  any  cases  that 
lave  come  under  your  notice  ? — I  cannot  give  proof  of  it  exactly,  but  there 
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_  very  many  years,  and  as  the  disease  can  only  be  spread  by  the  escape  of  the 
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1285.  Have  you  any  record  of  cases  that  have  come  under  your  notice 
which  would  tend  to  substantiate  that  theory  ? — I  do  not  know  how  it  could 
be  substantiated  very  well. 

1286.  Is  there  any  case  where  people  have  lived  iov  some  years  with 
a  leper  in  the  primary  condition  ? — I  have  the  record,  of  a  self  cured  case 
where  the  patient  has  lived  in  a  family  very  many  years  without  spreading 
the  disease  and  without  any  member  contracting  it. 

1287.  Over  what  period  of  time  would  that  history  extend? — I  have 
histories  of  patients  who  have  been  free  from  the  disease  or  rather  have  lost 
all  ulceration  for  many  years.  There  are  90  cases  where  the  patients  have 
been  free  from  ulcers  over  eleven  years ;  one  has  been  free  for  66  years. 

1288.  Was  the  ulcerated  stage  well  marked  in  all  those  cases  ? — 
Judging  by  the  results  of  it,  yes. 

1289.  jDr.  Iferman.lj  What  does  that  go  to  prove? — That  leprosy  can 
only  be  spread,  in  my  opinion,  by  ulceration.  If  there  are  certain  cases 
which  are  not  ulcerous,  they  cannot  spread  the  disease  and  there  is  no  risk. 
It  proves  that  they  are  absolutely  free  from  ulceration,  and  have  been  for 
many  ytars' 

1290.  Can  you  say  that  those  90  cases  would  not  spread  contagion ; 
have  you  placed  them  under  circumstances  where  they  could  spread  it  ? — I 
believe  those  90  cases  are  cured,  and  that  they  cannot  be  the  means  oE 
spreading  the  disease. 

1291.  Have  they  spread  the  disease  during  that  stage? — No,  I  think 
not.    I  do  not  see  how  they  could  possibly  do  it. 

1292.  Is  that  because  they  are  under  surveillance  ? — No  ;  because  they 
are  cured ;  there  is  no  ulceration  of  any  kind  among  them. 

1293.  Have  those  90  cases  been  in  contact  for  eleven  years  with 
healthy  persons  ? — Yes,  some  of  them  have  been  admitted  some  time  into  the 
asylum,  and  some  have  only  lately  been  admitted,  but  the  majority  have  been 
living  at  home.    One  has  been  free  from  ulcers  for  56  years. 

1294.  During  that  period  have  any  other  cases  of  leprosy  occurred  among 
persons  associated  with  them  ? — I  have  a  great  many  family  histories  I  can 
give  you. 

1295.  Can  we  get  a  list  of  those  cases? — Yes. 

1296.  Have  any  cases  occurred  among  persons  associating  with,  those 
patients  during  1 1  years  ? — I  have  evidence  to  prove  that  many  of  those  cases 
have  lived  in  families  and  the  members  have  remained  healthy. 

1297.  Are  there  any  persons  who  associated  with  these  lepers  who  have] 
developed  the  disease  during  1 1  years  ? — What  I  say  is  this:  I  have  gotj 
evidence  to  prove  that  some  of  these  cases  have  lived,  after  the  ulceration  hasi 
ceased,  with  families  for  from  20  to  50  years,  and  those  families  have  beent 
healthy  all  the  time. 

1298.  Have  any  persons  who  have  associated  with  them  developed^ 
leprosy,  whether  members  of  the  family  or  not  ? — I  cannot  say;  I  have  no  ^ 
evidence  as  to  that. 

1299.  Can  you  supply  the  Commission  with  any  evidence  on  that 
point  ? — I  think  so. 

1300.  Br.  Greathead.']  Have  you  examined  the  blood  or  the  tissues  inl 
all  those  cases  to  prove  that  there  is  no  bacillus  existing  ? — Not  in  the  living| 
cases. 

1301.  In  cases  of  cure  have  you  taken  special  I  rouble  to  find  out  ? — Some 
of  these  self  cured  cases  have  died.    In  some  of  those  cases  I  have  examined? 
all  the  tissues  and  found  no  bacillus  at  all  after  death.  ,< 

1302.  Have  you  tried  in  living  cases  ? — No,  there  are  no  tubercles  iuj. 
the  anaesthetic  form  and  no  wounds  of  any  kind  in  the  cured  cases. 
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1.. >:)•:•.  In  tlic  an<TestIietic  form  have  you  found  the  bfUiill us  ? — ]So,  not  „T)r. 
at  all.  _ 

1304.  Dr.  Edingtrtn7\  Will  you  explain  in  detail  the  method  of  examina-  ^^^^ 
tion  you  have  used,  first  for  sections,  and  secondly  for  sputum  from  the 
mouth,  that  is  to  say,  suppose  you  have  got  your  sections,  what  method  do 

you  adopt  ? — I  stain  them  in  carbol-fuchsine  for  about  fifteen  minutes. 

1305.  Then  what  do  you  do  ? — T  put  them  into  spirits  of  wine,  then  into 
a  contra  stain,  and  then  wasli  them  in  xylol.. 

1306.  What  do  you  do  with  Ihe  sputum?  Just  dry  it  on  glass  and 
proceed  in  the  same  way,  except  that  it  has  to  bo  a  little  longer  in  the  stain. 
You  wash  in  spirits  of  wine  and  then  mount. 

1307.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  by  that  method  you  could  not 
differentiate  the  bacillus  leprso  at  all  ? — -I  must  confess  that  I  am  not  a 
bacteriologist  and  that  1  was  satisfied  to  discover  the  bacillus. 

1308.  You  do  not  make  any  definite  statement  ? — 1  admit  I  am  not  an 
expert  .  The  mouih  i>  full  of  ulcerating  tubercles  and  every  tubercle  gives 
off  any  number  of  baciiii. 

1309.  Dr.  Dodih  ]  Y'our  position  is  thi^,  I  understand,  wlierever  you 
have  free  bacilli  you  have  the  danger  of  contagion  ? — Yes. 

1310.  Would  bacilli  in  the  spermatic  fluid  without  any  broken  surface 
convey  the  disease  ? — We  have  got  many  cases  of  a  diseased  husband  living 
with  a  wife  who  was  not  diseased,  and  there  is  very  little  chance  of  the 
disease  spreading  through  sexual  connection. 

1311.  Have  you  any  case  at  all  where  a  wife  has  got  the  disease  from 
her  husband? — We  have  cases  where  the  wife  has  developed  the  disease 
from  the  husband,  and  vice  versa,  but  how  she  has  contracted  the  disease  1 
am  not  prepared  to  state. 

1312.  Do  you  not  find  bacilli  *in  the  (Epidermis?—!  have  not  fou  id 
them. 

1313.  You  admit  that  you  are  not  a  bacteriological  expert  and  therefore 
your  position  is  not  a  final  one  in  holding  that  broken  surfaces  are  necessary 
for  the  spread  of  the  disease  ? — No. 

'    1314.  Dr.  Greathead.']  Have  you  ever  employed  a  bacteriological  expert 
in  this  important  matter  of  finding  bacilli  ? — No. 

1315.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Is  it  diificult  to  tell  when  there  is  no  ulceration  ? — 
These  cases  are  anaesthetic  cases,  not  tubercular  at  all.  In  the  tubercular 
form  there  is  no  chance  of  arv(-st  of  the  diseas",  but  in  the  an;csthetic 
form,  after  a  certain  stage,  the  ulceration  ceases.  The  bands  may  bo  i  omovcd 
up  to  the  wrist,  but  when  the  di-ease  stops  th  re  is  no  more  ulc(M':ition. 
Those  cases  do  not  die  of  leprosy  at  all ;  they  die  of  something  else,  old  age 
perhaps.  There  is  one  man  on  the  island  over  100  years  old.  He  is  one  of 
the  self  cured  cases. 

1316.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Have  you  ever  found  a  case  Avhich  had  appeared 
perfectly  arrested,  but  has  shown  ulceration  again  ? — Not  in  those  cases  after 
they  are  healed. 

1317.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  disease  is  only  contagious 
in  the  ulceration  stage  ? — Yes. 

1318.  What  do  you  think  of  incipient  cases? — I  do  not  think  they  are 
contagious  in  the  incipient  stage,  not  till  ulceration  starts. 

1319.  Not  even  in  the   tubercular  form? — It  is  very  diffi'Tilt  lo  say 
Avhat  the  incipient  stag(>  is  till  the  first  symptoms  are  detected. 

1320.  Dr.  HernKin.']  Do  you  admit  that  there  is  such  a  thiiig  as  the 
incipient  stage? — There  must  be  an  incipient  stage. 

1321.  When  is  it  ? — After  the  bacillus  is  introduced  into  the  system, 
before  it  shows  itself. 

1322.  Is  that  the  incubation  stage  ?—Y^^s. 

1323.  Dr.  Edington.']  Taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  certain 
cases  are  so  slightly  affected  as  to  present  very  great  ditficulty  of  diagnosis, 
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and  takinsr  also  into  ronsideration  cases  wHch,  you  sa}',  are  sometimes  ar- 
rested, and  as  you  believe  permanently  so,  would  such  cases  be  any  great 
•  danger  to  the  public  if  they  were  at  largo  ? — 'ISTo.  I  believe  that  in  these 
self  cured  cases  there  is  absolutely  no  danger  at  all ;  they  are  practically 
non-contagious,  but  the  doubtful  cases  may  be  ulcerous.  There  are  cases 
of  lupus  which  look  very  much  like  leprosy  sometimes,  and  it  is  only  by 
bacteriological  investigation  that  you  can  lind  out  what  it  is.  I  would 
not  discharge  such  cases  till  you  were  perfectly  certain, 

1324.  Dr.  IIerm(w.~\  Even  by  such  investigation  would  you  be  ubLj  t  ) 
detect  the  bacillus  in  the  anaesthetic  form  ? — I  have  not  been  able  to.  Dr. 
Edington  might  be  able  to  do  so  perhaps.    It  is  very  difficult  to  diagnose. 

1325.  Is  not  microscopical  evidence  of  value? — It  is  only  corroborative 
I  think ;  I  would  not  base  any  diagnosis  purely  on  microscopical  grounds, 
but  I  am  not  a  bacteriological  expert. 

1326.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  Would  it  be  a  good  thing  to  use  the  microscope? 
— Yes,  in  certain  cases  it  should  be  done. 

1327.  In  those  cases  of  supposed  cure,  are  you  perfectly  satisfied  that 
there  was  no  mistake  in  the  diagnosis  originally  ? — There  was  no  mistake  ; 
the  points  are  so  characteristic  of  the  disease,  that  is  to  say  the  scars  and 
deformities. 

1328.  Ghairman.~\  In  your  opinion  does  the  disease  ever  arise  spon- 
taneously ? — I  think  not;  I  think  that  every  case  can  be  traced,  or  could  be 
traced  to  some  previous  cases  of  leprosy  by  contagion  if  the  histories  were 
known. 

1329.  Is  there  any  case  on  record,  or  any  set  of  records  which  would 
bear  out  the  idea  of  the  disease  arising  de  novo  or  spontaneously  ? — No. 

1330.  Does  every  case  under  your  observation  at  present  negative  the 
idea  of  spontaneous  origin  ? — Some  of  the  cases  you  cannot  account  for  in  any 
way,  but  the  large  majority  of  cases  can  be  traced  to  contact  in  some 
way  or  another. 

1331.  Could  you  give  the  percentage  of  cases  that  would  bear  out  the 
idea  of  contagion  ? — I  can  find  out  and  place  it  before  the  Commission. 

1332.  If  the  disease  does  not  arise  spontaneously,  could  it  be  influenced 
by  any  articles  of  diet  do  you  think  ? — ISI^o. 

1333.  Could  it  be  influenced  by  any  particular  mode  of  living,  by  in- 
sanitary conditions  or  by  any  trade  or  occupation  ? — INo,  except  that  it 
might  be  spread  by  means  of  tools  and  things  of  that  kind. 

1334.  Have  you  any  records  that  would  absolutely  exclude  the  idea 
of  spontaneous  origin  ? — No,  I  do  not  see  how  we  could  get  at  it ;  I  w  ould  only 
be  able  to  strengthen  my  opinion  by  negative  observation. 

1335.  Dr.  Dodds.j  Are  there  many  cases  in  which  a  leper  cannot  trace 
contact  with  some  other  leper  ? — Very  few. 

1336.  In  the  great  majority  of  cases  every  leper  has  either^  been  living 
with  a  leper,  or  has  relations  who  are  diseased  you  think  ? — Yes,  the 
very  large  majority.    A  few  deny  ever  having  seen  a  leper. 

1337.  Dr.  Herman.~\.  What  do  you  understand  by  spontaneous  origin  ? 
— After  reading  the  report  of  the  Indian  Leprosy  Conim'ssioa  I  would 
understand  it  to  mean  that  the  bacilli  are  carried  by  the  air ;  they  say  that 
the  air  is  pervaded  by  the  baci.lus  leprae. 

1338.  Bo  not  they  say  that  the  bacillus  lepras  exists  over  a  very  large 
area,  and  that  it  requires  special  circumstances  both  in  the  individual  and  in 
his  surroundings  to  produce  leprosy,  that  one  case  in  fact,  does  not  originate 
by  contact  with  another;  do  you  follow  their  definition  in  that  way? — I 
understood  that  at  first,  but  now  I  understand  them  to  mean  that  the  bacilli 
have  been  transmitted  through  the  air  from  pre-existing  cases. 

1339.  Do  you  think  there  are  any  circumstances  which,  acting  upon  an 
individual  predisposed  to  the  disease  produce  leprosy,  apart  from  any  contact 
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or  ;uiy  contagion  ? — I  do  not  beleive  there  is  such,  a  thing  as  predisposition  to  ^  r^jmnn 
the  disease.  —  ' 

1340.  Are  there  any  circumstances  at  all,  which,  acting  upon  a  favour- 
ahle  nidus,  without  the  contact  of  a  previous  case  would  produce  leprosy  ? 
— No,  I  think  not. 

1341.  Take  such  a  condition  as  an  exceedingly  poor  population,  living 
upon  very  bad  food,  very  badly  housed,  poverty  stricken,  and  very  filthy 
and  disreputable  in  their  habits,  do  you  think  that  would  tend  to  produce 
leprosy,  without  a  pre-existing  case  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

1342.  Dr  Dodds.']  Not  in  an  endemic  area  ;  say  India? — No,  I  think  it 
could  not  be  spread  unless  there  was  a  previous  case,  whether  it  was  an  en- 
demic area  or  not. 

1343.  Chmrman.']  Have  you  ever  known  any  cases  of  leprosy  which  have 
been  cured  either  spontaneously  or  medicinally  ? — What  I  consider  cured, 
yes. 

1344  Will  you  explain  what  you  consider  as  spontaneous  cure  ;  have  you 
any  records  of  cases  that  would  prove  or  substantiate  what  you  say  ? — I  have 
a  large  number  of  cases ;  about  90. 

1345.  Where  are  they  now  ? — On  Eobben  Island. 

1346.  Are  they  all  still  living? — Yes. 

1347.  And  they  illustrate  what  might  be  called  the  spontaneous  cure  ? 
—Yes. 

1348.  Will  you  give  us  some  information  relating  to  those  cases  ? — 
There  are  533  lepers  on  the  island,  and  about  two-thirds  are  ansesthetic.  Of 
the  624  cases  that  I  have  recorded  histories  of,  374  are  anaesthetic.  There 
have  been  admitted  into  the  asylum  some  1134  cases  altogether  since  it  was 
first  opened  in  1846.  I  go  by  the  register  kept  on  Eobben  Island,  which 
accounts  for  every  case  admitted,  discharged,  died,  and  remaining.  Of  these 
1134  cases,  about  750  were  probably  ansesthetic.  I  say  probably,  because 
formerly  they  did  not  keep  the  forms  separate.  There  are  at  present  90 
arrested  cases,  about  10  per  cent,  of  all  anaesthetic  cases. 

1349.  Arc  all  those  anaesthetic  ? — Yes,  they  are  generally  considered 
arrested  cases,  I  call  them  cured. 

1350.  Ilave  you  any  record  of  any  tubercular  cases  being  arrested? 
— No- 
1351.  .ire  you  speaking  from  the  records  of  the  cases  you  have? — 

Yes. 

1352.  Will  you  briefly  describe  what  you  term  cured  in  any  one 
of  those  90  cases  ? — In  order  to  do  that,  I  should  have  to  describe  the 
course  of  an  anaesthetic  case.  It  starts  by  outward  manifestations ;  you 
have  anaesthetic  patches  on  different  parts  of  the  body  ;  some  cases  have 
them  and  some  not,  but  you  generally  find  these  discoloured  patches. 
Then  there  is  contraction  of  the  small  fingers,  and  this  continues  till  all 
the  fingers  got  forcibly  flexed,  after  which  ulceration  starts,  and  the 
bones  of  the  hand  and  fingers  become  necrosed.  The  wounds  remain 
open  till  the  whole  of  the  bone  has  been  removed,  and  it  spreads  on 
without  any  definite  limit  until  a  certain  stage  is  reached  in  about  11 
years,  when  for  some  unaccountable  reason  ulceration  ceases,  the  wounds 
heal,  and  firm  surface  is  formed,  which  does  not  break  again. 

1353.  Is  that  the  general  course? — Yes.  The  result  is  this,  that  in 
some  cases  the  liands  are  terribly  deformed ;  the  hands  may  be  removed 
altogether,  or  perhaps  two  or  three  fingers,  or  all  the  fingers.  At  various 
stages  it  stops  and  paralysis  remains.  Very  frequently  the  patients  injure 
the  parts,  and  the  wounds  heal  by  first  intention  or  very  readily  ;  they  do 
not  take  on  a  leprous  taint  at  all ;  they  are  perfectly  healthy  wounds. 

1354.  Do  you  regard  that  as  one  of  the  proofs  of  cure,  subsequent 
wounds  on  the  site  of  the  old  ulcerations  which  have  healed,  and  do  not  take 
on  leprous  action  if  injured  ? — Yes,  they  heal  at  once  ;  there  arc  no  chronic 
wounds  at  all,  N  2 


92 


s  p^impeij  1355.  What  period  of  time  has  elapsed  in  those  90  case^i  over  which 

'—  you  would  call  a  'puti(^nt  cured? — There  are  11  patients  in  the  asylum  who 

Feb.  rath,  1S9  .  j^j^j  leprosy  more  than  14  years;  10  more  than  15  years;  13  more  than 

IG  years;  2  mnre  than  17  ye^irs;  7  more  than  18  years;  6  more  than  19 
years;  7  more  than  20  years;  5  more  than  21  years;  4  more  than  22  years; 
9  more  than  23  years;  1  more  than  24  years;  14  for  25  years  and  upwards. 
I  think  that  spontaneous  cure  does  not  start  till  after  eleven  years. 

1356.  Why  do  you  think  that?— It  takes  11  years  to  arrive  at  a  certain 
stage  when  ulceration  ceases. 

1357.  At  that  stage  you  think  either  the  cure  begins  or  there  is  death? 
— The  patient  generally  dies  before,  but  the  limit  is  about  11^  years,  13 
years  with  the  incubation  period. 

1358.  To  what  do  you  attribute  spontaneous  cure  ;  is  it  due  to  the 
strength  of  the  patient? — If  the  patient  can  withstand  the  strain  on  the 
system  and  the  extensive  ulceration,  then  in  11^  years  the  bacillus  for  some 
reason  stops  its  ravages.  I  cannot  account  for  it,  but  my  opinion  is  that  it 
leaves  the  system  never  to  return  again. 

1369.  Have  any  of  these  cases  which  you  uow  describe  as  cured  ever 
had  tubercles  on  the  face  or  any  other  parts  of  the  body  ? — There  ha?  been 
no  cure  in  the  tubercular  form  as  far  as  my  experieuce  goes. 

1360.  We  have  evidence  of  the  case  of  a  man  who  had  a  diseased  joint 
and  tubercles  on  his  face,  and  who  presented  in  every  way  the  appearance  of 
a  leper ;  it  seems  that  these  symptoms  disappeared,  and  he  got  well ;  have 
you  ever  seen  a  uase  of  that  sort  ? — No,  with  one  exception,  but  it  was  not  a 
cure,  only  an  arrested  tubercular  case. 

1361.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  is  the  difference  between  an  arrested 
and  a  cured  case  ? — All  medical  men  acknowledge  that  these  cases  are 
arrested,  but  I  say  they  are  cured,  which  is  more  than  simple  arrest.  In  one 
case  of  tubercular  leprosy  the  patient  hid  a  severe  attack  of  measles,  and 
that  arrested  the  disease,  but  it  is  not  cured ;  it  started  again,  but  it  was 
arrested  for  many  years. 

lo62.  AVhat  is  the  ditierenco  between  an  arrested  case  of  leprosy  and  a 
.  self-cured  case  ? — In  certain  forms  of  the  disease  the  arrest  is  for  long  periods. 

1363.  How  long  M'ould  these  periods  be  in  your  estimation  ? — I  say  the 
cases  are  arrested  j)ermauently. 

1364.  Do  vou  consider  a  permanent  arrest  of  the  symptoms  a  cure  ? — 

Yes. 

13G5.  Tiien  you  do  not  distinguish  between  an  arrest  and  a  cure,  do 
you  ? — I  say  if  it  is  permanently  arrested  it  is  a  cure  ;  that  is  my  contention. 

1366.  In  syphilis  we  admit  certain  stages  of  the  disease  with  the 
absence  of  isymptoms,  but  we  do  not  regard  such  patients  as  cured  ;  do  you, 
with  the  absence  of  symptoms,  regard  your  leprous  patient  as  cured  ?  — 
Certainly  not,  for  that  reason. 

1367.  Where  a  patient  suffering  from  leprosy  shows  no  evidence  of  the 
activity  of  the  poison  for  the  moment,  do  you  regard  that  as  an  arrested  case 
or  as  a  cured  case  ? — I  would  regard  it  as  arrested  for  that  moment. 

1368.  Can  you  draw  any  distinction  between  arrested  and  cured  eases  ? 
— If  you  go  to  a  lejier  ward  you  will  find  that  the  disease  goes  on  by  fits  and 
starts  as  it  were,  that  is  to  say,  a  patient  will  come  in  very  bad.  You  feed 
him  up  and  the  sores  will  heal,  and  for  a  time  the  disease  seems  to  assume  a 
nv^difi<;d  form  and  b"  partially  arrested,  hut  in  a  v(My  short  time  afterwards 
it  comes  out  with  rtdoulkd  vigour,  and  the  patient  gets  very  bad  again. 
That  is  a  partial  arrest.  You  can  only  arrest  it  for  three  or  four  months 
perhajis.  Every  now  and  tnen  there  will  be  violent  fever,  and  the  symp- 
toms will  become  very  much  aggravated  ;  ulcers  and  tubercles  break  out,  and 
the  patient  is  worse  than  he  was  before.  That  is  what  you  may  call  a 
partially  arrested  case,  but  an  arrested  case,  as  I  call  it,  is  different 
altogether.    When  the  ulceration  ceases,  it  does  not  recur  again ;  30,  40, 


or  50  years  afterwards  the  hands  are  in  exactly  the  same  condition  as  the     ^  p,^;;^^, 
div  the  disease  was  arrested.  i  i         '    t     Feb- isii  tngi- 

"  1369.  Chairman?^  Is  the  general  health  good  ?— Yes^  and  the  patients       •  ' 

do  not  die  of  leprosy.  •.    •  i 

1370.  I  understand  that  yon  have  several  arrested  cases  on  the  island  i 

1371.  Dr.  Herman.'}  When  do  you  call  the  cases  cured,  if  as  I  under- 
stand there  is  a  stage  of  arrest  of  the  disease  in  which  it  is  still  active  ? — I 
find  from  a  very  large  majority  of  patients  that  very  few  exceed  11^  years. 

1372.  Then  it  is  not  from  the  absence  of  symptoms  that  you  are  able  to 
discuvor  when  those  cases  are  cured,  but  it  is  simply  according  to  the  duration 
of  the  case?— Both;  the  absence  of  symptoms  and  the  long  duration,  exceed- 
ing i'i  oi'  13  years— very  fow  exceed  11|  years.  If  you  examine  them  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  you  fi.nd  no  signs  of  ulceration,  the  skin  seems  perfectly 
healthy,  and  even  if  it  is  burnt  it  heals  up  by  first  intention,  thei'e  are  no 
leprous  gOi^eg  in  what  I  call  a  cured  case, 

1373.  Dr.  Dodds.j  In  very  bad  tubercular  cases,  can  you  still  operate 
and  get  excellent  results  ? — Yes,  the  wounds  heal  readily. 

1374.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Are  you  sure  that  no  amount  of  systematic  treat- 
ment wonld  have  any  effec  on  the  leprous  sores  ? — It  may  have  a  beneficial 
^3iiect,  but  you  cannot  euro  them.  There  is  no  drug  which  will  cure  a  leprous 
sore,  you  can  only  keep  it  clean. 

1375.  Will  not  the  application  of  certain  ointments  be  beneficial  ?-— We 
have  tried  all  sorts  of  ointuieuts  and  drugs,  but  without  success. 

137(5.  Have  you  seen  no  improvement? — There  is  an  improvement.  A 
few  days  ago  a  man  came  into  the  hospital  with  necrosed  bones  in  his  foot,  in 
fact  he  had  an  awful  foot,  and  I  had  to  amputate  the  toes.  By  sponging  it 
and  treating  it  properly  the  sore  improved,  but  it  will  not  heal,  although  it  is 
sweet  and  healthy.  If  we  can  keep  that  man  alive,  a  stage  will  be  reached 
when  the  ulceration  will  cease,  after  abeut  11|  years,  and  it  will  become  what 
1  call  a  cured  case,  with  no  chance  of  its  breaking  out  again.  Some  cases 
have  been  for  5(1  years  perfectly  well. 

1377.  Dr.  Dodds.']  There  are  no  records,  I  understand,  going  back  beyond 
two  or  three  years  ;  from  vrhom  do  you  get  your  evidence  that  these  cases 
had  no  sores  for  a  long  period  ? — From  persons  who  have  known  the  cases. 

1378.  Did  anyone  watch  them  closely  enough  to  be  able  to  say  that? — 
When  they,  came  they  had  sores,  and  they  are  healthy  now,  and  have  been 
for  many  years.  There  are  also  outside  cases  in  regard  to  which  there  is  the 
evidence  of  medical  men. 

,  1379.  Can  you  be  absolutely  certain  as  to  whether  they  have  had  sort's 
or  not? — They  have  not  been  undei  niy  pi  rsonal  observation  more  than  2^ 
years. 

1380.  Dr.  Greathead.]  If  a  patient  who  was  apparently  cured  were 
placed  under  unfavourable  conditions  calculated  lo  reduce  his  vitality  and 
general  !<tate  of  health,  would  he  be  liable  to  a  fresh  attack  of  leprosy  ? — I 
think  not. 

1381.  Have  you  seen  any  cases  of  that  sort? — I  have  never  seen  any 
.self-cured  cases  subject  to  a  second  attack, 

1382.  Only  in  the  last  three  years  have  you  made  these  observations? — • 

Ves. 

1383.  In  your  report  for  1892  you  say  that  you  cannot  state  that  they  aro 
positively  cured  and  no  one  can.  How  is  that? — You  cannot  say  positively.  I 
quite  agree  with  my  former  statement  in  this  way,  that  it  is  impossible  to  say 
anything  is  cured,  but  the  benefit  of  any  doubt  should  be  given  to  the  leper, 
[f  the  disease  is  arrested,  and  the  opinion  is  that  it  is  only  spread  by  ulcera- 
tion, why  should  the  patients  be  compelled  to  remain  in  hospital,  say  after 
five  years.    I  put  11  yeais  as  the  limit  of  the  disease,  and  then  I  give  another 
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five  ye.vi-s  on  the  top  of  that,  making  16  years.  If  the  ulcerations  cease 
after  that  time,  I  think  the  patient  might  be  dechired  cured. 

loS-i  Dr.  Dodds.']  I  suppose  yon  woukl  l  ecominend  some  system  of  re- 
porling  to  the  district  surgeon  in  such  cases,  or  some  other  precaution,  would 
you  not  ? — Yes. 

1385.  Di\  Greathead.]  Considering. the  loathsome  nature  of  the  disease 
and  the  great  desire  of  lepers  lo  hide  themselves  when  once  free,  would  you 
still  consider  it  safe  ? — Such  cases  are  not  loathsome.  You  would  not  call  a 
man  loathsome  who  had  his  hand  amputated. 

1880.  You  find  the  wounds  heal  up  readily  ? — Yes. 

1387.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Have  you  made  any  post  mortem  examination  of 
ihe.^e  cases  ? — Yes.  I  have  examined  the  nerves  and  tissues  in  arrested 
cases.    I  do  not  make  post  mortem  examinations  now,  there  is  not  time. 

1388.  Do  you  find  any  signs  of  leprosy  ? — No,  these  cases  are  perfectly 
healthy. 

1389.  Chairman.']  Have  you  notes  of  any  post  mortem  cases  ? — Yes. 

1390.  You  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  a  patient  is  cured  after  a  cer- 
tain period  ;  is  that  in  the  anesthetic  form  only  ? — Yes. 

1391.  Do  patients  invariably  die  if  they  suffer  from  the  tubercular 
form  ? — I  have  no  record  of  any  cases  recovering  except  one. 

1392.  Have  any  of  these  cases  you  speak  of  now  been  discharged  from 
the  island  ns  cured  ? — There  has  been  one  anaesthetic  case  discharged. 

1393.  Have  you  any  record  of  that  case;  was  the  patient  discharged 
bec  iuse  he  was  regarded  as  cured  ? — No,  upon  other  grounds.  The  law 
states  thiit  a  L  per  must  bo  put  iuto  the  asylum  if  it  is  certified  that  he  is 
dangerous  to  the  public  health.  I  was  asked  to  certify  to  the  Case  whether 
it  was  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  but  I  did  not  consider  it  Avas,  as  there 
was  no  ulceration,  and  on  that  he  was  discharged. 

1394.  How  came  he  to  be  on  the  island  ;  was  he  sent  there  under  the 
usual  certificate  ? — Yes. 

1395.  Was  he  declared  to  be  a  source  of  danger  ? — Yes. 

1396.  Then  it  came  within  your  province  to  declare  him  cured? — I  was 
asked  specially  by  the  Government  to  report  upon  this  individual  case. 

1397.  Have  you  a  clinical  record  of  the  case? — Yes. 

1398.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Had  this  patient  exceeded  the  limit  of  11^  years 
you  spoke  of  ? — Yes. 

1399.  Chairman.]  Do  you  consider  such  a  cure  as  permanent  ? —Yes. 

1400.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Is  11^  years  the  lowest  limit  of  time  for  anses- 
thetic  cases  ? — Not  the  lowest.  In  the  aneesthetic  form  very  few  exceed  11 
years. 

1401.  Dr.  Dodds.]  You  say  that  16  years  is  necessary  to  make  a  case 
absolutely  safe  ? — To  give  the  public  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  but  if  you  look 
at  my  report  yo)i  will  find  the  duiatiou  of  time  in  the  hospital  is  five  years. 
There  were  122  deaths  within  two  years  and  53  within  three  years.  One 
case  exceeded  12  years,  one  15,  one  17,  one  18,  one  26,  and  one  45  years. 
If  you  examine  those  cases  you  will  find  they  are  all  cured. 

1402.  Chairman.]  By  what  special  signs  do  you  recognize  such  a  cure? 
— By  the  appearance  of  the  wounds  on  the  hands  and  feet;  sound  flesh  is 
formed. 

1403.  Is  the  general  health  good?— Yes;  it  improves  coiucidently. 
They  may  get  various  complaints.  For  instance,  we  lost  several  last  year 
from  influenza,  but  they  did  not  die  of  leprosy. 

1404.  Do  they  die  of  any  special  complaint  ? — No. 

1405.  Have  you  noticed  any  special  disease  prevalent  among  them  ? — 

No. 

1406.  How  would  you  propose  to  deal  with  such  cases  ? — •!  think  they 
should  be  kept  in  an  asylum  until  11  years  have  elapsed  from  the  commence- 
jnent  of  the  disease  or  five  years  after  the  ulceration  has  ceased.    No  one 


who  has  seen  the  disgase  can  mistake  a  spontaneous  cure  for  arrest  at  all. 
.Five  years  after  the  disease  i=!  p-M-maiioatly  arrested,  [  would  discharge  them. 

1407.  Di\  Herman.']  As  the  self  c;ire  of  leprosy  is  not  altogether  an 
accepted  fact,  are  you  prepared  in  the  absence  of  any  further 
information  upon  the  subject,  after  an  experience  of  three  years, 
to  recommend  sach  a  form  of  procedure  as  you  have  just  suggestel? — I 
would  certainly,  for  several  reasons.  It  is  a  very  great  hardship  for  the 
patients  to  be  detained  on  the  island,  if  there  is  any  chance  ol:  their  being 
benefited  by  arlvice  or  by  the  opinions  of  me.lioal  men.  I  say,  give  them  a 
chance  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  disease  cannot  be  spread  except  by  the 
ulceration. 

1408.  Does  it  not  appeat  curious  to  you  that  so  large  a  proportion  of 
anaesthetic  cases  should  present  themselves  to  you  in  a  stage  of  self  cure,  and 
yet  you  have  never  met  with  a  self  cured  c  ise  of  the  tubercular  form  ? — It  is 
not  at  all  curious.  My  idea  is  that  about  10  out  of  every  100  anaesthetic 
cases  only  become  cured. 

1409.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  that  cases  of  tubercular  leprosy  are  never 
cured  ? — Yes,  I  have  never  seen  a  case. 

1410.  Are  there  cases  recorded  which  would  make  it  app  ^ar  that  tuber- 
cular cases  have  been  cared;  Dr.  Kaurin  mentions  the  case  of  a  boy  suffering 
from  tubercular  leprosy ;  ho  was  five  years  old  and  entered  the  hospital  in  1872 ; 
in  1880  he  was  supposed  to  be  cured ;  and  in  1884  he  was  allowed  to  go  out 
of  the  hospital  in  excellent  health,  without  any  trace  of  leprosy,  are  you  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  that  is  possible  ? — It  may  be  possible. 

1411.  Would  you  regard  that  as  a  case  of  arrested  or  cured  leprosy  ? — 
I  cannot  say  anything  definite  with  regard  to  the  tubercular  form  ;  I  have 
not  seen  any  oases,  but  I  would  certainly  treat  it  as  a  case  of  cure  until  the 
symptoms  broka  out  again,  and  then  you  could  easily  bring  the  patient  back 
to  the  asylum  and  watch  whether  or  not  the  symptoms  developed. 

1412.  Have  any  of  these  cases  become  re-infected  with  leprosy  ? — Ko, 
not  since  1  have  been  on  the  island. 

1413.  Would  those  persons  who  have  been  cured  in  that  way  be  capable 
of  taking  care  of  themselves  on  the  mainland  ? — Yes,  many  of  them  have 
been  supporting  their  families. 

1414.  Although  the  disease  appears  to  be  absolutely  stationary,  are 
you  perfectly  convinced  that  it  might  not  break  out  again  and  become  a  source 
of  infection  '? — I  think  not,  but  of  course  there  Ls  no  certainty  about  it  at  all. 
If  the  disease  has  been  arrested  fur  five,  ten,  thirty,  or  even  fifty  years,  you 
cannot  go  on  for  ever  keeping  the  patient  until  he  dies.  He  should  have  the 
benefit  of  any  doubt  after  a  certain  limit  and  if  the  symptoms  do  not  start 
afresh.  He  cannot  possibly  infect  anyone  else  while  he  has  no  ulcers.  Ho 
can  always  be  kept  under  observation,  and  might  be  examined  by  a  medical 
man  once  a  year.  Should  any  acute  symptoms  develope,  then  send  him  back 
to  the  asylum,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  after  a  time  he  will  die  of  old  age. 

M15.  Would  you  draw  an  analogy  between  phthisis  and  leprosy  in  that 
respect ;  you  are  aware  that  certain  forms  of  phthisis  take  a  chronic  course, 
and  a  pa'ient  may  die  from  an  intercurrent  disease  ? — I  do  not  think 
it  is  quite  the  same  thing  with  leprosy.  Although  patients  may  not  die 
of  leprosy,  they  may  die  of  erysipelas,  dysentery  or  infiammation 
of  the  lungs,  but  that  is  not  to  say  that  they  arc  cured  of  leprosy. 

1416.  A  patient  may  have  phthisis  for  30  years;  if  the  disease 
had  not  progressed  for  the  last  20  years,  would  jou  be  prepared  to 
call  such  a  person  cured  of  phthisis  ? — No,  not  if  any  of  the  symptoms 
remain. 

1417.  Do  you  find  that  the  anoesthetio  patches  become  sensitive  again 
—  Yes,  they  do.    And  the  ana)sthesia  disappears,  except  in  the  extremities. 

1418.  Then  how  can  you  say  that  there  is  a  cure  ? — I  take  it  that 
leprosy  in  these  instances  affects  the  nerves,  the  nerves  are  destroyed.  If 
you  examine  them,  you  find  a  mere  filament. 
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1419.  Dr.  Dndils7\  Have  you  got  any  spccim'Mis  of  destroyed  nerves  ? 
— Yes. 

1420.  Dr.  Herman.  ]  You  say  that  the  tissues  become  firm  in  these 
cases  ? — They  are  perfectly  emaciated,  but  the  skin  is  firm. 

142 1 .  The  porportion  of  your  sel  f  cured  eases  is  rather  high,  is  it  not  ? — 
—Ten  per  cent. 

1422.  There  are  records  from  the  T^orwegian  hospitals  from 
which  it  appears,  according  to  a  report  published  in  1 882,  that  there, 
was  a  t(;tal  number  of  107  cured  in  the  previous  25  years.  Of 
tliis  number  32  had  not  been  treated  in  hospital.  In  the  sanie  period 
4891  patients  had  died,  and  of  these,  ^352  succumbed  in  hospital.  1  take  it 
that  the  total  number  of  lepers  would  far  exceed  4891,  and  yet  we  find  for 
the  whole  of  Korway  there  were  onh^  107  chscs  cured,  whereas  you  declare 
90  cases  to  be  cured.  Does  not  this  seem  very  di.^proportionate  ? — In  the 
first  place,  the  le])rosy  in  T^orway  is  nearly  all  of  the  tubercular  type,  in 
respect  to  which  iherc  are  no  cures  at  all.  I  think  two  thirds  of  the  lepers 
in  Norway  are  tuberculous 

1423.  Do  you  think  that  would  account  for  such  an  enormous  difference 
in  the  proportion  of  cured  cases  ? — I  cannot  account  for  the  fact.  We  have 
had  1134  cases  in  hospital,  but  how  many  cases  there  may  have  been  within 
the  last  46  years  in  South  Africa  we  cannot  get  any  statistics  about.  There 
may  have  been  6000.  and  probably  that  is  so.  What  we  have  now  are  the 
dregs,  so  to  speak,  of  all  these  cases.  We  have  only  put  the  Act  into  force 
lately,  and  the  92  cases  we  have  in  hospital  are  the  remains  of  46  years  ago 
probably,  for  there  is  no  doubt  that  leprosy  has  existed  in  this  country  for  a 
long  time,  and  I  think  it  has  been  on  the  increase.  The  number  of  lepers  in 
the  asylum  does  not  probably  represent  one-third  of  the  number  of  cases 
actually  in  existence.  The  92  cases  we  have  got  now  have  been  forced  on  to 
the  island  and  many  have  been  cured  for  years,  consequently  the  percentage 
may  be  very  small.  Before  the  year  1882  there  were  only  12  cases  that 
were  admitted  to  be  cured  cases,  so  that  the  80  remaining  cases  must  have 
been  arrested  during  tl^e  last  few  years. 

1424.  Dr.  Dodds.']  So  that  although  they  have  been  in  hospital  oidy 
three  years,  they  must  have  had  the  disease  about  ton  years,  all  those  cases 
you  say  are  arrested  ? — Perhaps  50  years. 

1425.  If  you  have  only  had  these  cases  under  observation  three  years, 
how  do  you  know  they  have  never  had  a  sore  fnr  so  many  years  as  you  say  ? 
— We  go  by  the  history  obtained  from  the  magistrnte  and  given  by  the 
patients  themselves, 

1420.  Chai7'man.~\  Is  not  the  description  given  by  the  magistrate  or  the 
patients  likely  to  be  erroneous? — There  is  nothing  else  to  go  upon. 

1427.  Ought  that  to  be  taken  into  consideration  as  a  possible  source  of 
error  ? — I  think  so. 

1428.  Dr.  Gi'eathcad.']  Would  you  admit  that  the  vitality  of  the  ex- 
tremities is  less  the  further  the  part  is  removed  from  the  centre  of  the  body 
in  a  healthy  individual  ? — I  think  that  is  admitted. 

1429.  Do  you  admit  it  ?— Yes. 

1430.  Then  it  would  be  natural  to  expect  that  the  fingers,  in  such  a 
disease  as  leprosy,  would  bo  the  fint  to  disappear  ? — Why  the  disea.'^e  Httncks 
those  parts  we  do  not  know.  My  theory  as  to  why  leprosy  attacks  the 
extremities  is  this  :  the  bacillus  gets  into  the  system  and  travels  about,  and 
ili/^n  it  is  arrested  in  the  extremities  through  tfce  vicissitudes  of  teinpera'ure. 

1431.  You  mean  to  say  there  is  a  lower  vitality  ?— Y'es.  The  ulceration 
starts  in  the  fingers,  but  the  disease  does  not. 

1432.  Are  the  fingers  the  parts  that  disappear  first? — Yes,  in  the 
anaesthetic  form  the  disease  attacks  the  nerves,  and  while  the  bacillus  is 
growing  there,  irritation  of  the  n< :  ves  will  cause  pain  and  contraction.  After- 
wards the  nerve  gets  very  much  swollen  and  infiltrated  with  matter,  and 
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gradually  all  power  is  lost  ;  this  is  the  second  stage  ;  and  then  sensation  is  ^  p^i'mpey 
lost.    First  you  have  hyper-sesthesia,  then  ansesthesia,  and  the  third  stage  —  '' 

is  complete  enervation,  and  then  ulceration,  so  that  the  disease,  although  '^^^ 
the  ulcers  start  in  the  fingers,  really  starts  in  the  nerves. 

1433.  Notwithstanding  the  falling  off  of  the  fingers  would  you  say 
that  the  disease  had  disappeared  ? — Yes.  I  would  for  this  reason,  that 
in  the  acute  form  of  aufesthetio  leprosy  you  have  irritation  and  swelling 
of  the  nerves,  but  the  nerves  eventually  become  completely  destroyed. 
That  is  the  cause  of  ansBsthesia  in  what  are  called  cured  cases. 

1434.  Among  these  cases  of  arrested  leprosy  were  there  any  of  the 
syphilitic  variety  ? — None  at  all ;  it  is  a  very  fatal  form. 

1435.  Did  all  those  cases  you  mention  as  being  arrested  run  the  regular 
course  of  anaesthetic  leprosy  to  the  final  stage,  and  then  become  arrested,  or 
did  some  become  arrested  before  they  reached  the  final  stage  ? — A  few 
perhaps. 

1436.  Have  you  ever  had  the  curiosity  to  examine  into  the  circulation 
in  any  of  these  cured  cases  ? — I  have  not  really  examined  the  heart,  but  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  they  were  well.  Some  walk  on  their  knees,  and 
that  brings  me  to  another  point.  Even  granting  that  my  opinion  is  correct, 
and  that  it  is  decided  to  discharge  some  of  these  cases,  it  is  very  doubtful 
whether  any  of  them  will  go.  They  might  be  capable  of  taking  care  of  them- 
selves, but  very  few  would  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity.  A  very  large 
majority  of  them  aro  helpless,  and  some  have  no  friends  to  look  after  them. 
Out  of  the  92  cases,  I  do  not  suppose  you  would  get  more  than  ten  to  leave. 

1437.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  You  speak  of  a  very  great  proportion  of  ansesthetic 
cases,  about  two-thirds.  Dr.  Simons  the  other  day  gave  us  to  understand 
that  nearly  all  the  cases  were  mixed? — Very  few  indeed.  In  1891,  out  of 
123  cases,  there  were  35  tubercular,  55  ansesthetic,  and  9  mixed.  'i  here  is 
a  larger  proportion  now  of  anaesthetic  cases. 

1438.  Suppose  the  bacillus  was  found  in  these  arrested  and  cured 
cases,  would  that  lead  you  to  modify  your  opinion  ? — Yes. 

1439.  Have  the  bacilli  ever  been  sought  for  systematically  in  these 
cases  in  the  nerves  ? — Some  medical  men  say  they  have  found  bacilli  in  the 
anaesthetic  cases,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  so.  It  may  be  the  fault  of 
my  examination,  but  there  is  this  point  to  be  considered.  There  are  three 
classes  of  mixed  leprosy — the  first  in  which  the  anaesthetic  symptoms  pre- 
pouderate  ;  the  second  in  which  the  tubercular  symptoms  preponderate  ;  and 
the  third  in  which  the  aneestliotic  and  tubercular  symptoms  are  evenly 
divided.  If  you  take  a  mixed  case,  witli  only  slight  tubercular  symptoms,  it 
may  be  easily  overlooked  and  mistaken  for  an  anaesthetic  case,  especially  after 
death,  because  the  tubercles  after  death  seem  to  disappear  altogether,  if  they 
are  not  very  bad.  A  man  may  have  swollen  feet  and  so  on,  but  unless  you 
have  marked  tubercles  before  death,  or  knOw  where  they  are,  you  will  not 
find  them  after  death  ;  they  are  gone,  so  that  you  may  very  easily  take  a 
mixed  case  and  mistake  it  for  an  anaesthetic  case. 

1440.  Dr.  Herman.']  Would  you  call  a  case  where  you  had  a  well  marked 
leonine  expression,  advanced  tubercles,  and  swollen  hands  and  feet  a  mixed 
case  ? — No  ;  not  necessarily. 

1441.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Do  you  find  much  difficulty  in  classifying  cases  ? — 
Sometimes  it  is  difficult  to  know  whether  a  case  is  mixed  or  tubercular  or 
antesthetic,  because  sometimes  the  symptoms  preponderate  towards  the 
anaesthetic  and  sometimes  towards  the  tuberculous  type. 

1442.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Have  there  been  any  spontaneous  cures  of  the 
syphilitic  form  ? — No  there  are  very  few  syphilitic  cases,  only  about  half  a 
dozen  altogether. 

1443.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Have  you  adopted  any  special  treatment  for 
leprosy  ? — I  have  tried  all  kinds  of  remedies,  tuberculin,  Koch's  lymph, 
chaulinoogra  oil,  and  gurjun  oil.  but  thovo  has  been  no  beneficial  result. 

[G.  10— '94.]        ■        '  0 
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6'  p^ivi  cy  1444.  Have  you  tried  ichthyol  ? — No. 

'  1445.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Have  you  tried  ointments? — Yes  ;  I  find  the  best 

Feb.  13th,  1894  treatment  f 01  the  tubercular  form  is  ointment  well  rubbed  in;  it  seems  to 
help.  Eubbing  in  is  the  chief  thing,  the  form  of  ointment  does  not  much 
matter. 

1446.  Chairman.']  In  regard  to  discharged  cases,  do  you  think  they 
should  be  under  the  supervision  of  some  medical  man,  and  should  the  patient 
be  required  to  report  himself  to  the  district  surgeon  ? — Yes. 

1447.  Would  you  allow  the  district  surgeon  to  have  access  to  each 
patient  at  all  reasonable  times  ? — Yes. 

1448.  Would  you  call  on  the  district  surgeon  to  report  on  the  case 
officially,  should  he  be  compelled  to  do  so  by  the  Government  ? — Yes. 

1449.  And  in  that  way  you  would  keep  in  touch  with  the  patient,  so  to 
speak  ? — Yes. 

1450.  And  on  being  reported,  would  you  have  him  brought  back  again 
for  segregation  ? — Yes. 

1451.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Do  you  think  it  should  be  a  conditional  discharge, 
just  as  you  discharge  insane  patients  conditionally  ? — Yes. 

1452.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  If  the  symptoms  reappeared,  he  would  have  to  go 
back  to  the  asylum  at  once  ? — Yes. 

1453.  Dr.  Dodds.]  If  he  did  not  keep  the  regulations  the  conditional 
discharge  should  ceass,  and  he  should  be  taken  back  to  the  asylum  ? — Yes  ; 
that  would  strengthen  the  case. 

1454.  You  said  that  some  of  the  discharged  cases  would  not  avail  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity,  even  if  they  were  discharged,  but  could  not  some 
separate  ward  be  arranged  for  them  ? — Yes  ;  they  should  be  allowed  more 
liberty.  I  have  often  thought  it  would  be  an  excellent  thing  if  on  the  north 
west  part  of  Eobben  Island  some  small  cottages  could  be  built  for  these  cases. 
There  is  good  water  there,  and  they  could  have  their  gardens  and  be  very 
comfortable. 

1455.  Chairman.']  Would  you  suggest  the  erection  on  the  mainland  of 
residences  for  discharged  lepers  ? — I  think  so.  I  think  they  are  perfectly 
safe  to  be  on  the  mainland  and  there  would  not  be  much  difficulty  in  looking 
after  them  as  they  are  so  helpless  most  of  them.  Those  who  did  not  avail 
themselves  of  the  liberty  of  going  home  altogether  would  be  the  perfectly 
helpless  cases  probably. 

1456.  They  would  have  to  remain  on  Eobben  Island  or  go  into 
residences  on  the  mainland  ? — Yes. 

1457.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Taking  the  view  you  do  of  the  anaesthetic 
cases,  are  you  very  careful  to  isolate  them  from  those  of  the  tubercular 
form  ? — We  cannot  do  it.  We  have  classified  the  patients  according  to 
their  nationality  more  than  anything  else. 

1458.  Would  it  not  be  wise  to  isolate  the  ansesthetic  from  the  tubercular 
cases  ? — I  would  like  to  isolate  the  self  cured  cases.  I  notice  that  the 
tubercular  cases  are  tubercular  from  the  beginning,  and  so  with  the 
ansestlietic  and  mixed  cases ;  one  is  not  superimposed  on  the  other  in  my 
experience. 

1459.  Dr.  Z>oc?cfe.3  Have  you  tried  inoculating  a  leper? — No,  I  think 
it  would  be  rather  a  dangerous  experiment. 

1460.  Chairman.]Wh.2iX  meaning  do  you  attach  to  the  term  heredity 
as  applied  to  leprosy? — I  understand  it  to  mean  the  transmission  of  a 
disease  or  some  family  taint  or  family  proclivity  to  disease. 

1461.  Do  you  draw  a  distinction  between  actual  transmission  or 
merely  a  predisposition  ? — I  would  make  a  distinction  between   the  two. 

1462.  Have  you  ever  known  a  child  leprous  at  the  time  of  birth? — No. 
>1463.  That  you  would  regard  as  actual  transmission,  would  you  not  ? — 

Yes. 

1464.  And  no  such  case  has  occurred  on  the  iwluuu  ,  Xo. 
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1465.  What  is  the  youngest  age  at  which  you  have  seen  leprosy  deve-     ^  ^i^.^  ^ 
loped  ? — Three  years  for  certain  ;  but  there  is  a  doubtful  case  of  two  years  ' 

old.    I  am  not  quite  certain  whether  that  is  a  case  of  leprosy  or  not.  1^*^*  i^^*- 

1466.  Were  these  children  born  on  the  island  ? — N'o. 

1467.  Have  you  their  history ;  were  their  parents  affected  with  leprosy 
at  the  time  of  birth  ? — The  mother  in  both  cases  is  diseased.  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  the  father  in  one  case,  in  the  other  case  the  father  is  well. 

1468.  How  does  heredity  affect  the  spread  of  the  disease  ? — I  do  not 
think  it  does,  I  think  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  heredity,  nor  do  I  think  pre- 
disposition has  anything  to  do  with  it  either ;  I  think  it  is  pure  contagion. 

1469.  Do  all  your  records  favour  that  view  ? — In  some  cases  we  cannot 
get  anything  to  form  an  opinion  on,  but  there  are  facts  which  negative  the 
idea  of  heredity  at  all. 

1470.  What  are  those  facts  ? — Of  the  586  lepers  on  Eobben  Island  of 
which  I  have  notes,  45  were  the  children  of  lepers,  and  that  is  a  very  strong 
argument  against  heredity. 

1471.  How  have  you  arrived  at  that ;  from  the  family  history  of  the 
patients  themselves,  from  the  magistrate,  or  the  medical  officer  ? — All  three. 
We  get  the  full  histories  as  far  as  possible. 

1472.  Are  the  family  histories  reliable  ? — Not  altogether.  People  often 
try  to  hide  cases,  and  that  is  a  possible  source  of  error  in  estimating  heredity. 
I  only  get  information  from  the  patients  themselves  or  from  the  magistrate. 

1473.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  the  patients  to  admit  that 
any  of  their  ancestors  have  had  leprosy  ? — In  some  cases,  but  I  have  a  complete 
history  of  each  case,  and  we  are  having  some  cards  printed  and  arranged  so 
as  to  tabulate  all  the  details.  The  only  way  to  arrive  at  any  satisfactory 
history  is  to  examine  the  patients  ovei  and  over  again  and  see  if  they  tell 
the  truth ;  if  you  examine  them  to-day  and  again  in  a  month's  time,  the 
results  are  most  unsatisfactory. 

1474.  Is  that  a  great  difficulty  to  overcome  ?— Yes,  I  may  say  that  the 
mothers  on  Eobben  Island  have  had  among  them  928  children,  of  these  only 
23  became  diseased. 

1475.  Are  any  of  the  children  on  the  island  ? — Some  of  them  are  on  the 
Island. 

1476.  Dr.  Hofman.']  What  became  of  the  other  children  ? — They  are 
grown  up  or  dead.    There  are  262  married  people  on  the  island. 

1477.  Are  the  statistics  perfectly  correct  with  regard  to  these  cases  ? — 
We  only  take  them  from  the  mother's  statements. 

1478.  Chairman.']  How  many  children  have  been  born  on  the  island? — 
Yery  few.    In  my  time  only  three. 

1479.  Is  the  number  of  928  children  you  gave,  arrived  at  merely 
from  statements  of  the  people  themselves  ? — Yes. 

1480.  Dr.  Dodds.']Oi  the  mothers  or  married  couples? — Sometimes 
the  married  couples  and  sometimes  the  mothers  alone. 

1481.  Chairman.']  Tor  the  purpose  of  diagnosis  with  regard  to  these 
928  children,  you  rely  upon  the  statements  of  the  mother  or  the  father? — 
Yes.    Some  of  the  cases  are  on  the  island  now. 

1482.  Dr.  Dodds.]  How  many  married  couples  are  there? — Very  few. 

1483.  Are  they  allowed  to  live  with  each  other  ? — No.  No  intercourse 
is  permitted.  I  have  drawn  up  a  table  to  show  the  family  history  of  the 
matter,  and  I  find  that  in  the  male  leper  wards,  out  of  all  the  cases,  there 
are  13  fathers  diseased  and  6  mothers. 

1484.  How  is  the  history  of  the  13  fathers  ariived  at ;  did  they  come 
there  diseased  lepers  ? — Some  of  the  fathers  are  on  the  island  and  some  are 
not  on  the  island;  according  to  the  histories  of  the  cases  there  are  13 
fathers  diseased  and  six  mothers  among  the  males,  and  among  the  females 
12  fathers  and  10  mothers,  and  very  few  grandfathers. 
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^  J^l-  1485.  When  the  928  children  were  born  were  the  parents  lepers? — 

—         1  cannot  say. 

j'ob.  i3tii,  1894.  I486.  Chairman.~\  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  children  of  leper  parents 

inherit  certain  proclivity  or  predisposition  to  the  disease  ? — No  ;  if  anything, 
it  is  the  reverse.  I  think  there  is  something  in  the  disease  that  gives 
immunity  to  children,  I  have  no  facts,  but  it  is  a  curious  thing  that  so  very 
few  children  of  lepers  become  diseased. 

1487.  How  many  children  have  you  had  under  your  observation  ? — 
Only  four  born  on  the  island. 

1488.  Out  of  those  four  children  born  on  the  island,  were  they  all 
born  of  leprous  parents  ? — Yes. 

1489.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Is  that  in  your  time  ? — ISTot  all  in  my  time  :  one 
before,  and  three  during  my  time. 

1490.  Chairman.']  Out  of  the  four  children  born  on  the  island,  do  any 
of  them  show  signs  of  leprosy  ? — One  developed  leprosy ;  of  the  others  one 
died  and  the  other  two  are  healthy. 

1491.  What  did  the  one  die  of  ? — Diarrhoea. 

1492.  Is  that  case  recorded  ? — Yes. 

1493.  Are  the  others  alive  ? — Yes. 

1494.  What  are  their  ages  respectively  ? — The  age  of  the  child  who 
developed  leprosy  is  9  or  10. 

1496.  What  form  was  it  ? — The  tubercular  form. 

1496.  Practically  one  out  of  three  cases  on  the  island  developed  leprosy  ? 
—Yes  ;  there  are  eight  cases  not  born  on  the  island,  which  came  there  after- 
wards, varying  from  five  years  up  to  14  ;  they  live  with  their  mothers  ;  we 
do  not  know  what  to  do  with  these  cases.  The  mothers  would  not  come . 
without  the  children  and  no  one  would  take  them,  so  that  at  present  they  are 
being  allowed  to  live  with  their  mothers.  We  are  building  a  hospital  specially 
for  them. 

1497.  Can  we  get  the  ages  of  those  children  ? — Yes. 

1498.  Dr.  Greathead.']  Is  there  any  loss  of  sexual  desire  among  the 
lepers,  in  your  opinion  ? — I  think  not. 

1499.  Is  it  the  other  way  ? — Yes,  in  many  cases,  especially  in  the 
anaesthetic  form. 

1500.  Chairman.']  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  predisposition  to  tho 
disease  is  lessened  by  the  fact  of  children  being  born  of  leprous  parents  ? — I 
think  it  has  lessened  the  proclivity  to  the  disease.  I  only  go  by  the  statistics 
which  may  not  be  very  reliable, 

1501.  Have  you  any  statistics  ? — I  can  place  them  before  the  Commis- 
sion at  a  later  period. 

1502.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Do  the  children  of  leper  parents  appear  to  be 
perfectly  healthy  and  strong  ? — Yes,  very  strong.  There  is  one  case  of 
hydrocephalus,  and  I  have  read  in  some  paper  that  that  is  a  very  common 
thing  among  the  children  of  lepers. 

1503.  Dr.  Dodds.]  You  only  speak  then  of  12  cases  of  leprous 
children  ? —  Children  I  know  personally.  I  do  not  base  my  conclusions  on 
that ;  I  base  my  conclusions  on  the  histories.  Out  of  928  children,  I  find 
that  only  23  became  diseased,  which  is  a  very  small  percentage,  less  than 
the  percentage  of  those  who  come  into  contact  with  lepers  and  are  not  lepers 
themselves.  I  think  on  the  Sandwich  Islands  something  like  9  or  10  per 
cent,  of  the  nurses  became  lepers.  I  have  seen  such  a  statement  in  some 
book  or  periodical.  That  is  a  very  large  percentage  compared  with  tho 
children  born  of  lepers. 

1504.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Is  sterility  particularly  noticeable  among  lepers  ? 
— I  find  that  232  mothers  have  928  children ;  about  four  each. 

1505.  Is  that  up  to  the  average  of  ordinary  human  beings? — No,  I 
think  it  is  less,  but  I  know  one  case  where  a  leper  had  16  children. 

1506.  After  the  disease  was  declared  ?—  The  man  says  so.  That  is  a 
case  from  the  Paarl. 
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1507.  Were  the  children  you  spoke  of  born  after  the  parents  became  ^  p^ii„pcy 
lepers  '? — If  you  can  depend,  upon  the  histories  at  all,  that  is  so.  " 

1508.  In  the  cases  coraing  under  your  own  observation  have  you  noticed 
any  particular  sterility  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  We  do  not  allow  intercourse, 
so  you  cannot  really  tell. 

1509.  Dr.  Rofman.~\  In  any  of  the  cases  supposed  to  be  cured  after  a 
period  of  10  or  11  years,  have  any  children  been  born? — About  three  years 
ago  there  was  a  case  of  a  convict  having  connection  with  a  self  cured  case, 
and  the  "woman  had  a  child.  It  was  a  healthy  child,  and  died,  but  not  from 
leprosy, 

1610.  i?r.  Dodds7\  Do  you  know  that  Dr.  Kanthackwas  so  impressed 
Vf^ith  the  sterility  of  lepers  that  he  concluded  "  it  would  appear  that  such 
marriages  (between  lepers)  are  to  be  encouraged  rather  than  prohibited  "  ? — 
I  have  seen  that  mentioned. 

1611.  Would  you  be  very  averse  to  anything  of  the  kind  ? — Certainly. 
I  think  after  a  certain  age  they  might  be  allowed  to  live  together.  That  is 
one  of  the  improvements  I  would  suggest,  that  married  couples,  if  they  are 
self  cured  cases,  should  after  a  certain  age  be  allowed  to  live  together. 

1612.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Would  you  advise  their  living  together  where  the 
husband  is  not  a  leper  and  the  wife  is  a  leper,  or  vice  versa  ? — If  they  are 
self  cured  cases  there  is  no  harm  at  all, 

1613.  Ghairman.']   Would  you   allow  conjugal   intercourse  between 
lepers  ? — After  a  certain  age. 

1614.  At  what  age  ? — After  the  child-bearing  age. 

1615.  Not  before  that  age  ?— No. 

1516.  Would  you  be  afraid  of  having  leper  children  born  into  the 
world  ? — No,  but  because  of  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  the  children. 
They  would  not  become  lepers  I  think,  but  we  should  have  a  lot  of 
children  in  the  leper  wards.  Of  course  they  would  have  more  chance  of 
becoming  lepers  than  other  children  because  they  would  be  always  in 
contact  with  the  parents. 

1517.  You  refer  only  to  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  an  increased 
population? — Yes,  only  on  that  ground. 

1518.  Would  you  allow  of  intercourse  between  lepers  and  non- 
lepers  ? — If  you  have  a  case  where  one  is  a  leper  and  the  other  not,  if 
it  was  a  cured  case  I  would  allow  them  to  live  together. 

1519.  Only  in  the  case  of  a  cured  or  arrested  case  ? — Yes. 

1520.  Have  you  ever  known  of  a  case  of  leprosy  due  to  sexual 
intercourse  ? — No  ;  I  have  nothing  to  prove  that  at  all.  It  is  very  difficult 
to  prove  exactly  how  contagion  arises. 

1521.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Was  tbe  child  that  was  born  on  the  island 
well  formed  and  perfectly  healthy  ?-~-Yes. 

1622.  Dr.  Greathead.]  What  did  it  die  of  ?— Diarrhoea. 
1523.  Were  there  no  signs  of  leprosy  ? — No. 
.  1524.  At  what  age  did  it  die? — About  six  months;  it  was  teething. 
1626.  Ghainnan^  Do  you  believe  there  is  a  period  of  incubation  in 
leprosy  ? — Yes  ;  I  think  there  must  be. 

1526.  On  what  grounds  do  you  believe  that  ? — I  find  that  in  the  few. 
cases  we  can  bring  forward  to  prove  anything  at  all,  it  takes  some  time  after 
a  person  has  come  in  contact  with  a  leper  before  the  disease  developes.  It 
does  not  do  so  at  once,  but  it  takes  some  time,  and  it  is  usual  in  all  diseases 
to  have  an  incubation  period. 

1527.  Have  you  any  records  of  any  cases  which  would  afford  reasonable 
proof  that  there  is  a  period  of  incubation  ? — I  can  find  cases. 

1528.  Is  it  possible  to  diagnose  the  disease  during  the  period  of  incuba- 
tion ? — I  think  not. 

1529.  Is  it  possible  to  diagnose  the  disease  in  its  early  stages?-— It  is 
possible,  but  difficult  in  many  cases. 
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s  F  Impel/  1530.  In  what  way  does  the  difficulty  arise  ? — The  first  symptoms  are 

so  very  slight  that  you  might  overlook  them. 

1531.  What  period  of  time  do  you  think  the  incubation  stage  might  be 
spread  over  ?  —My  opinion  is  about  two  years,  but  if  you  go  by  the  writings 
on  that  subject,  opinions  vary  very  much.  Some  put  it  down  at  much 
longer,  but  I  think  in  the  majority  of  cases  it  is  about  two  years. 

1532.  Is  there  not  one  writer  who  speaks  of  so  long  a  period  as  40 
years  ? — Yes. 

1533.  Do  you  agree  with  that  ?— -No,  although  I  cannot  say  definitely 
that  it  is  not  so. 

1534.  Would  the  period  of  incubation  be  shorter  or  longer  according  to 
the  form  of  the  disease,  in  your  opinion;  would  the  anaesthetic  and  mixed  form 
have  the  same  period  of  incubation  ? — I  cannot  say  anything  about  that. 

1535.  Do  you  think  two  years  would  be  the  longest  period  you  would 
like  to  establish  as  the  period  of  incubation  ? — It  may  be  a  little  longer  or  a 
little  shorter.    I  should  say  about  two  years. 

1536.  Would  the  knowledge  of  the  period  of  incubation  being  long 
influence  your  views ;  could  you  suppose,  in  other  words,  a  child  being 
born  in  which  the  leper  taint  is  present  but  has  not,  as  it  were,  made  itself 
manifest  ? — I  think  not.  I  think,  from  the  few  cases  I  know  of,  that  the 
incubation  period  is  about  two  years.  The  period  at  which  patients  contract 
the  disease  is  not  in  infancy  ;  very  few  contract  it  in  childhood  ;  it  is  only 
in  later  periods  that  the  disease  is  contracted,  I  should  take  the  majority  of 
cases  to  be  between  20  and  25. 

1537.  Are  there  then  what  might  be  called  doubtful  cases  of  leprosy  ? 
— Yes  ;  cases  most  difficult  to  diagnose. 

1538.  How  would  you  deal  with  such  persons  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
the  progress  of  their  case ;  say  you  had  submitted  from  a  district  five  or  six 
cases,  and  you  sent  back  two  or  three  as  doubtful,  how  would  you  deal  sub- 
sequently with  the  doubtful  cases  ? — I  drew  the  attention  of  the  Grovei  n- 
ment  to  this  some  time  ago.  I  had  a  good  many  doubtful  cases  sent  over  to 
the  island,  and  I  thought  it  was  most  unjust  that  I  should  have  to  decide 
against  the  opinions  of  other  medical  men  as  to  doubtful  cases  sent  over  to 
the  island.  I  thought  such  cases  should  be  thoroughly  examined,  and  if 
there  was  any  doubt  other  medical  men  could  examine  them,  and  when  they 
had  quite  decided  as  to  what  the  patient  was  suffering  from,  he  might  be  sent 
over  to  the  island.  That  has  been  done  lately  with  regard  to  cases  that  are 
doubtful.  In  my  opinion  we  cannot  keep  them  except  under  observation, 
and  we  have  been  keeping  them  under  observation  three  or  four  months  in  a 
separate  room.  Then  they  are  examined  again,  and  a  report  made,  and  if 
there  is  any  doubt,  they  are  given  the  benefit  of  it  and  let  go,  but  they 
should  be  watched  after  they  have  left,  and  treated  as  if  they  belonged  to 
the  discharged  self  cured  cases. 

1539.  Di'.  EdingtonJ]  With  regard  to  the  observation  period,  do  you 
consider  that  leprosy  should  be  classed  among  those  diseases  that  have  a 
shorter  or  longer  incubation  period,  or  among  those  diseases  which  are 
supposed  to  be  of  an  acute  form  ? — It  is  not  of  an  acute  form. 

1540.  Would  you  then  class  it  among  those  diseases  in  which  the 
incubation  period  might  vary  within  very  wide  limits? — Yes,  I  think  so. 
If  we  go  according  to  literature  we  must  believe  that. 

15 il.  Has  it  any  relation  to  tuberculosis  as  regards  its  pathology? — I 
think  not :  leprosy  does  not  affect  the  same  parts.  I  think  they  are  quite 
distinct ;  as  far  as  the  incubation  period  of  leprosy  goes,  it  may  be  very  long 
or  very  short,  but  the  majority  of  cases  is  about  two  years. 

1542.  In  that  respect  does  one  agree  with  the  other  ? — Yes. 

1543.  Dr.  Hoffman.'^  At  what  age,  taking  all  your  cases  of  leprosy  on 
Eobben  Island,  have  you  most  cases  of  leprosy,  suppose  you  divide  human 
life  into  periods  of  ten  years  ? — The  third  period ;  between  15  and  30  say. 
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1544.  What  reason  do  you  give  for  that  ? — I  do  not  know  how  to  Or^ 
account  for  it.    A  very  large  proportion  of  the  patients  are  bat^veen  15  and       '  L 

30.  Feb.  13tli,  1894. 

1545.  Have  you  formed  no  opinion  as  to  why  that  should  be  so  ? — No  ; 
but  I  think  the  fact  goes  against  the  hereditary  theory  of  the  disease. 

1646.  Dr.  Greathead.']  In  the  case  of  suspects,  suppose  a  patient  was 
sent  to  you  with  the  disease  in  an  apparently  arrested  form,  v^^hat  would  you 
recommend  should  be  done  ? — If  the  patient  was  a  pauper  and  unable  to 
support  himself,  I  wodld  keep  him  on  the  island  under  separate  supervision 
and  look  after  him  as  a  pauper ;  if  he  were  not  a  pauper,  I  would  discharge 
him. 

1547.  Without  any  period  of  observation  ? — If  possible  I  would  like 
to  get  the  history  of  the  patient  and  find  out  how  long  the  disease  had  been 
arrested.  If  it  had  been  arrested  over  five  years,  I  would  discharge  the 
patient  altogether. 

1548.  Under  the  same  conditions  as  you  suggested  for  the  others  ? — Yes. 

1549.  Dr.  Dodds.j  I  suppose  the  same  would  apply  to  the  case  of  the 
children  of  lepers,  would  it  not ;  at  present  you  have  no  children's  home  ? 
— We  are  going  to  have  a  children's  home. 

1550.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  as  to  how  long  they  ought  to 
be  kept  there,  or  whether  it  should  be  placed  on  a  statutory  basis  ? — I  am 
not  in  favour  of  keeping  children  on  the  island  at  all.  So  far  as  leprosy  is 
concerned  they  are  quite  safe,  but  no  one  will  take  charge  of  them.  That  is 
the  point. 

1551.  Do  you  think  it  is  advisable  to  keep  them  under  observation  for 
a  time  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary,  and  I  would  not  do  it. 

1552.  Do  you  make  any  suggestions  as  to  other  members  of  a  leper  family, 
living  in  the  country,  say ;  would  you  try  and  keep  a  register  of  them,  aud  let 
it  be  someone's  duty  to  keep  an  eye  on  them  ? — I  think  it  would  be  a  good 
thing,  but  it  would  not  be  much  use,  there  would  be  so  many  cases  to  attend 
to. 


Cape  Town,  Wednesday^  February  lith,  1894. 


PKESENT  : 


Dr.  Dodds, 
,,  Fismer, 
,,  Edington, 


Dr.  Murray  {Chairman). 


Dr.  Greathead, 
,,  Herman, 
,,  Hoffman. 


Dr.  S.  P.  Impey  further  examined. 

1553.  Chairman.']  Are   you   acquainted   with  the  present  system  of 
segregation  ? — Yes.  "  Feb.  nth,  1894. 

1554.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Segregation  Act  ? — I  know  the 

Act. 

1555.  Under  what  conditions  are  patients  now  transmitted  to  you  ? — 
They  are  sent  over  to  the  island  under  a  warrant  signed  by  the  Under 
Colonial  Secretary. 

1556.  Do  any  certificates  accompany   this  warrant  ?— The  certificates 
are  made  before  the  warrant  can  be  signed. 

1557.  At  the  time  they  forward  you  the  warrant,  do  you  get  the 
certificates  ?— Yes.  Those  are  the  forms  (produced).  There  are  four 
documents. 

1558.  Would  you  suggest  any  modification  of  the  certificate  ?—! 
consider  the  certificate  of  the  field-cornet  quite  useless.  As  a  rule  you 
find  it  accords  with  the  district  surgeon's  opinion. 
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1559.  Would  you  continue  the  system  of  segregation  which  is  now  in 
force  ? — I  think  it  is  advisible. 

1660.  Would  you  modify  it  at  all? — Certain  modifications  could  he 
made  in  the  manner  in  which  the  segregation  is  brought  about.  I  approve 
of  the  principle. 

1561.  In  what  detail  would  you  modify  it  ? — I  would  make  it  more 
workable.  At  present  no  one  is  really  compelled  to  report  a  leper;  he 
may  be  seen  walking  in  the  street,  but  nobody  takes  any  notice  of  it, 
simply  because  it  is  nobody's  duty, 

1562.  How  would  you  make  it  compulsory? — I  would  make  it  com- 
pulsory for  a  magistrate,  when  he  hoars  of  a  case  of  leprosy,  to  take  steps 
to  have  it  examined  by  a  medical  man. 

1663.  The  district  surgeon  or  any  medical  man  ? — Yes. 
J  564.  Dr.  Edington.']  In  other  words  the  local  authorities  ? — Yes. 


1566.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Do  you  mean  that  a  notification  must  be  sent  to 
the  magistrate  ? — Yes. 

1566.  By  whom  ?~That  is  the  difficulty.  What  I  mean  is  this.  A.t 
Mowbray,  for  instance,  I  know  of  a  case  of  leprosy,  but  it  has  not  been 
reported  as  it  is  nobody's  duty. 

1567.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  What  do  you  mean  by  segregation  ;  isolation 
of  patients  at  their  own  homes  ? — That  would  not  work.  They  carry  on 
that  system  in  Norway,  but  I  am  afraid  it  would  not  answer  here. 

1568.  Dr.  Edinytonr\  Can  you  suggest  anything  in  the  way  of  segre- 
gation ? — I  think  the  segregation  of  lepers  on  Eobben  Island  is  a  good  thing, 
but  the  way  in  which  the  lepers  are  segregated  there  might  be  modified. 

1569.  Dr.  Hoffman^  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  plan  to  have  a 
system  of  segregation  for  each  district,  or  would  you  have  all  the  lepers 
brought  together  ? — If  it  were  possible  to  segregate  in  the  different  districts 
it  would  be  a  very  good  thing  indeed,  but  it  would  be  most  difficult  to  carry 
out.  If  you  put  the  lepers  all  together  on  a  place  like  Eohben  Island,  sur- 
rounded by  the  ocean,  there  is  no  danger  of  their  escaping ;  you  have  not  to 
place  guards  over  them  to  keep  watch.  If  you  were  to  place  these  lepers  on 
a  farm  on  the  mainland  as  has  been  proposed,  the  result  would  be  that  they 
would  be  continually  trying  to  get  away,  and  consequently,  the  Act  would 
have  to  be  strengthened  as  well  as  the  magistrates'  power,  and  an  armed 
guard  would  have  to  be  placed  over  them,  with  some  very  strict  measures  to 
prevent  escape.  That  would  give  rise  to  an  enormous  amount  of  ill-feeling 
in  the  country.  A  farmer,  for  instance,  living  on  a  farm,  would  object  to 
having  an  armed  guard  over  him.  Even  on  Eobben  Island  a  very  respect- 
able man  tried  to  escape  in  a  boat.  That  is  the  only  objection  I  have  to 
segregating  lepers  on  the  mainland,  otherwise  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing 
and  much  more  congenial. 

1570.  Suppose  Eobben  Island  were  kept  as  a  final  place  for  refractory 
lepers  and  you  had  an  establishment  in  each  district,  with  the  special  provision 
that  anyone  trying  to  escape  should  be  sent  direct  without  any  further  delay 
to  Eobben  Island,  and  kept  there  for  the  rest  of  his  life  ;  would  that  answer? 
— As  I  have  already  stated,  I  am  not  opposed  to  segregation  on  the  main- 
land ;  the  only  difficulty  is  what  I  have  already  pointed  out. 

1571.  Dr.  Edington.~\  You  see  no  objection  to  the  educated  white  lepers 
being  segregated  on  the  mainland,  under  certain  supervision  and  conditions  ? 
— Not  at  all, 

1572.  Might  they  not  give  some  guarantee  that  they  would  adhere  to 
the  regulations  ? — Yes. 

1573.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Would  such  a  guarantee  be  a  sufficient  safeguard 
so  far  as  the  public  health  is  concerned? — Yes;  if  it  can  be  done,  the  j 
principle  is  a  good  one.  ! 

1574.  Chairman.']  When  you  speak  of  segregation,  do  you  mean  separa- 
tion of  the  sexes  also  ? — Yes. 
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1575.  Do  you  base  your  opinion  upon  the  view  you  take  of  contagion ?  ^  p^impey 
— Yes.  '  '— 

1576.  If  it  could  be  proved  to  you  that  contagion  was  a  less  prominent 
factor,  would  you  be  prepared  to  modify  your  opinion  ? — Yes,  I  think  I 
would,  I  certainly  think  that  married  couples  should  be  allowed  to  live 
together  after  they  have  passed  a  certain  age ;  that  is  a  very  important 
modification  in  the  present  Act.  There  are  some  old  couples  on  Eobben 
Island  who  lived  together  for  many  years  as  lepers  ;  they  have  been  separated 
lately,  and  it  is  very  hard  fer  them,  I  think  they  might  be  allowed  to  live 
together  after  the  child-bearing  age.  There  are  also  certain  well-to-do  lepers, 
and  I  think  they  might  be  trusted  to  live  on  their  own  farms  on  giving  a 
guarantee.  The  principle  of  segregation  on  farms  for  certain  persons  is  a 
very  good  one  if  it  can  be  carried  out  successfully. 

1577.  Dr.  IIerman.~\  Would  not  isolation  be  a  better  term  than  segre- 
gation in  such  cases  ? — Yes,  I  would  say  isolation  on  farms.  There  are  three 
proposals ;  the  first  is  c(j^plete  segregation  as  on  Eobben  Island  ;  then  there 
is  isolation  on  farms  ;  and  then  for  each  district  to  segregate  its  own  lepers 
at  one  spot  in  that  district.  I  do  not  think  the  last  is  a  very  good  sugges- 
tion, as  it  couli  not  be  carried  oat,  but  isolation  on  farms  might  be  carried 
out  in  the  case  of  better  class  patients  who  could  be  depended  upon. 

1678,  Dr.  Edington.']  There  might  be  a  penalty  as  well  as  a  simple 
guarantee,  might  there  not  ?— that  is  a  point  I  could  not  speak  upon.  If 
they  are  too  poor  they  might  be  kept  on  the  island. 

1579.  Ghairman.~\  Do  you  think  such  lalterations  as  you  advise  would 
sufiiciently  safeguard  the  country  against  any  further  spread  of  the  disease  ? — 
I  think  so  if  properly  carried  out.  The  plan  has  been  adopted  in  other  coun- 
tries, and  has  proved  very  effectual. 

1580.  Dr.  Herman.^  What  other  countries  ? — Norway  for  instance. 

1581.  Complete  segregation  has  been  made  compulsory  in  Norway  since 
1885,  has  it  not  ? — A  leper  there  is  asked  certain  questions,  and  if  he  guaran- 
tees to  live  quite  separately,  occupy  a  separate  room  and  have  his  own  uten- 
sils and  so  on,  he  is  allowed  to  remain  at  home.  If  he  transgresses  the  rules, 
he  is  sent  to  an  asylum.  Persons  who  through  poverty  or  otherwise  are  un- 
able to  take  care  of  themselves,  are  forced  into  an  asylum.  That  is  how  it  is 
done  in  Norway. 

1582.  Dr.  Dodds.]  What  regulations  would  you  advise  in  case  some  such 
plan  was  adopted  here  ? — I  would  have  certain  patients  isolated  on  their  own 
farms,  and  they  should  report  themselves  periodically  to  the  district  surgeon 
or  other  medical  officer  appointed  by  the  Government  for  the  purpose. 

1583.  Dr.  Greathead7\  Might  not  the  district  surgeon  be  instructed  to 
visit  such  patients,  as  in  many  cases  they  could  not  travel  perhaps  ? — -Yes. 

1584.  Chakman.']  Do  you  think  that  such  modifications  as  you  suggest 
would  tend  to  eradicate  the  disease  ? — I  think  so. 

1585.  Dr.  Greathead.']  Would  you  have  a  printed  form  of  instructions 
for  such  cases  ? — Yes. 

1586.  Would  you  have  any  antiseptics  insisted  upon  with  regard  to 
secretions  or  excretions  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary,  but  it  would  be  a 
wise  safeguard. 

1687.  Dr.  EdingtonPj^  You  believe  in  contagion,   do  you  not  ? — Yes. 

1588.  If  you  had  a  patient  with  discharging  sores  and  contaminating 
ulcerations  and  so  on,  do  not  you  think  it  would  be  well  to  disinfect  ? — 
Yes. 

1589.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  Would  you  confine  such  a  patient  to  certain 
portions  of  a  farm,  and  not  allow  him  to  wander  about  ? — Yes. 

1 590.  And  compel  him  to  use  his  own  utensils  for  eating  and  drinking? 
—Yes.    Like  they  do  in  Norway.    There  everything  is  separate. 

1691.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  Norwegian  conditions? — Dr. 
Hansen  in  his  report  to  the  Medical  Investigation  Committee  No.  2,  page 
[G.  10-.'94.]  p 
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5  p^impey  65,  sajs,  "  though  the  disease  was  steadily  diminishing  under  the  old  law, 
—  '  I  found  that  something  ought  to  be  done  to  check  the  spread  of  the 
Feb.  14th,  1894.  (jigeaso  in  the  country,  besides  what  might  be  doue  by  the  entrance  of 
lepers  in  our  asylums.  In  consequence,  I  proposed  a  law  which  was 
enacted  in  1885.  This  law  gives  the  Sanitary  Commisdon  or  Board  of 
Health  in  each  district  the  right  to  order  a  leper,  if  he  will  live  at  home, 
that  he  must  have  his  own  room,  at  least  his  own  iDcd,  that  his  clothes  ought 
to  be  washed  separately,  that  he  must  have  his  own  eating  apparatus, 
spoon,  fork,  knife,  &c.  If  he  cannot,  or  will  not,  apply  to  this  regimen, 
he  is  obliged  to  enter  an  asylum." 

1592.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Is  he  allowed  to  walk  on  the  farm  with  his 
relatives  ? — Yes ;  you  cannot  keep  him  in  a  room,  but  he  must  eat  every- 
thing separately. 

1593.  Dr.  Greathead.']  "Would  you  insist  upon  separating  a  man  from 
his  wife,  or  vice  versa,  and  if  you  had  proof  of  such  r«le  having  been  broken, 
would  you  remove  the  offender  to  Eobben  Island  ? — Yes,  but  I  would  allow 
married  couples  to  live  together  after  a  certain  age,  unless  they  were  in  the 
ulcerated  stage,  and  then  I  would  keep  them  separate. 

1594.  Dr.  Herman.']  Norway  has  been  constantly  referred  to  in  deal- 
ing with  this  subject  of  leprosy,  do  not  you  think  that  the  conditions  of  the 
country  and  the  population  are  quite  different  from  ours? — Norway  is  the 
only  country  where  segregation  has  been  properly  carried  out  for  a  length-  i 
ened  period.  • 

1595.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  compulsory  segregation  has  never 
been  enforced  in  Norway  ? — I  think  it  is  compulsory,  although  the  lepers 
are  not  all  sent  to  one  asylum. 

1596.  There  are  certain  countries  where  segregation  has  been  enforced 
rigorously,  and  we  have  evidence  to  show  that  in  those  countries  the  disease 
has  been  very  much  lessened  ? — So  it  has  in  Norway  to  a  very  great  extent. 

1597.  Is  not  the  character  of  the  population  in  Norway,  and  the  con- 
dition under  which  they  live,  so  entirely  different  from  what  we  find 
here  that  we  cannot  apply  that  as  an  analogy  ? — There  is  a  difference. 

1598.  Is  not  the  population  very  clean  in  Norway ;  the  emigration 
agent  in  America  told  me  that  the  Norwegians  made  by  far  the  cleanest  emi- 
grants ? — On  the  contrary ;  the  people  are  very  dirty.  Dr.  Hansen  says  so, 
and  that  they  very  seldom  change  their  clothes,  and  often  all  sleep  in 
one  bed,  even  visitors,  and  they  eat  out  of  the  same  dish,  and  these  are 
exactly  the  means  by  which  contagion  can  be  spread.  As  to  cleanliness,  I 
think  we  are  rather  in  advance  of  them  in  this  country. 

1599.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  one  or  more 
private  leper  asylums  on  the  mainland  for  the  better  class  of  cases,  and  then 
in  the  mild  cases  let  some  central  Board  judge  whether  they  might  be 
isolated  in  their  own  homes  ? — If  it  was  practicable,  I  think  it  would  be 
a  very  good  thing,  that  is  to  say,  if  segregation  could  be  enforced  under 
those  conditions.  The  only  question  is  whether,  if  you  put  a  number  of 
cases  into  an  asylum  on  the  mainland,  you  would  not  have  a  difficulty 
in  keeping  them  there.  There  is  the  case  of  a  man  on  Eobben  Island 
now  who  is  worth  £10,000.  He  has  been  diseased  a  long  time.  He  has 
a  beautiful  farm,  and  could  be  thoroughly  trusted  to  live  on  his  farm  ;  in 
fact  he  has  been  isolated  for  a  long  period  there  already.  We  removed  him 
from  his  farm  and  put  him  into  the  asylum.  That  is  an  exceptional  case  ; 
but  if  you  were  to  take  the  30  white  male  lepers  and  put  them  into  an 
asylum  on  the  mainland,  you  would  have  the  greatest  difficulty  in  keeping 
them  there.    I  am  quite  agreeable  to  such  a  plan  if  it  could  be  carried  out. 

1600.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  worth  trying? — Certainly,  with  this  pro- 
viso, that  if  they  did  not  conform  to  the  regulations  they  should  be  sent  back 
to  the  island. 

1601.  Are  you  aware  that  in  cases  of  lunacy  it  has  been  found  that  by 
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doing  away  with  high  walls  and  enclosures,  the  tendency  to  escape  is  very     ^  ^^pey. 
much  diminished  ? — Yes.  — 

1602.  Dr.  Greathead.']  Would  you  make  such  private  asylums  entirely   F.^- i*t^.  i894. 
self-supporting,  or  should  the  Government  contribute  ? — I  do  not  think  you 

could  make  them  entirely  seH-supporting,  but  you  might  get  patients  to  pay 
according  to  their  means. 

1603.  Dr.  i?oc?c?5.]  "Would  you  think  it  fair  for  the  Government  to  contribute 
on  the  £  for  £  principle  ? — I  do  not  think  that  would  work.  The  other  plan 
would  be  the  best  to  let  the  patients  pay  what  they  could  up  to  a  certain 
limit.  - 

1604.  Dr.  Greathead.']  Those  who  could  not  pay  would  be  obliged  to  go 
to  Eobben  Island,  I  suppose  ? — No,  I  would  not  say  that.  It  is  a  hard  thing 
that  because  a  man  does  not  happen  to  have  money  he  should  be  segregated. 
A  man  may  be  quite  respectable  and  yet  not  have  money.  If  the  asylum  is 
to  be  on  the  mainland,  it  should  be  for  the  better  class  of  patients,  irrespec- 
tive of  their  means. 

1606.  Chairman.']  Would  you  draw  any  distinction  at  all  as  to  colour  ? 
— No,  I  think  not.    If  you  do  you  must  have  two  asylums. 

1606.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Would  you  allow  well-to-do  Malays  to  go  to  the 
samii  institution  where  there  were  white  people  ? — Not  in  the  same  building. 

1607.  Chairman.]  A.nd  that  would  increase  the  expense,  would  it  not  ? — 
Yes  ;  those  people  must  pay  if  they  can. 

1608.  Dr.  Edington.]  There  are  several  asylums  in  the  country  ;  would 
you  be  averse  to  one  or  two  small  wards  being  attached  to  each  of  those  for 
the  use  of  lepers  ? — It  might  be  a  very  good  thing  financially,  but  having 
these  patients  next  to  the  lunatics  might  be  a  drawback. 

1609.  They  need  not  be  actually  next  to  the  asylum  but  some  distance 
away.  The  advantage  would  be  that  you  would  have  a  medical  staff  on  the 
spot  without  any  extra  expense.  You  might  enclose  a  certain  piece  of  ground 
for  the  purpose,  and  provide  the  necessary  comforts  ? — It  could  be  carried 
out  in  that  way,  but  probably  you  would  find  that  the  localities  would  not 
be  suitable.  For  instance,  I  do  not  suppose  Fort  Beaufort  would  be  a  suita- 
ble locality  for  a  leper  asylum. 

1610.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Do  not  you  think  the  people  of  Fort  Beaufort 
would  all  be  up  in  arms  at  once  at  the  idea  of  placing  lepers  among  them  ? 
— The  same  thing,  I  apprehend,  would  apply  anywhere. 

1611.  Chairman.]  Is  there  any  leprosy  in  the  Fort  Beaufort  district  ? — 
Yes,  a  great  deal. 

1612.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Do  not  you  think  it  is  more  advisable  to  have 
leper  establishments  away  from  any  populous  centres  ? — If  the  patients  are 
isolated  it  does  not  make  much  difference,  but  there  is  one  point  I  would 
draw  atteutiou  to,  as  it  has  often  cropped  up  oa  Robben  Island  in  connection 
with  this  matter.  The  lepers  have  an  idea  that  one  of  the  results  of  this 
Commission  will  be  that  a  few  of  the  better  class  will  be  allowed  to  be  isolated 
on  the  mainland.  They  all  say,  "we  do  not  mind  going  into  an  asylum,  but 
let  it  be  near  our  homes."  That  is  an  impossible  thing  to  do.  I  have  cases 
from  Bloemfontein,  Bedford,  Wellington,  Malmesbury,  and  so  on,  and  you 
cannot  satisfy  them  all,  some  must  be  a  long  way  from  their  homes,  if  you 
have  one  asylum.  Of  course  if  you  have  asylums  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  as  has  been  suggested,  one  at  Grahamstown,  one  at  the  Kowie,  one 
at  Fort  Beaufort,  and  one  near  Cape  Town,  that  would  get  over  the  difficulty 
to  some  extent. 

1613.  Dr.  Herman.]  In  recommending  the  Commission  to  adopt  a  modi- 
fied scheme  of  segregation,  I  take  it  that  you  have  carefully  studied  not  only 
the  theoretical  but  the  practical  necessities  of  the  case  as  applied  to  the  Cape 
Colony  ?— Yes. 

1614.  Taking  not  only  our  exceedingly  cosmopolitan  and  varied  fK)pu- 
lation  into  account,  but  also  the  peculiar  conditions  under  which  they  Hve  ? 
-Yes.  P  S 
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I'r.  1615.  That  being  so,  are   you  still  in  favour  of  keeping  cases  on 

s.F.impey.     isolated  farms  ?— Only  a  few  exceptional  cases.    I  do  not  know  anything 
Feb.  14th,  1894.    about  cascs  that  have  not  been  sent  to  me.    I  speak  as  to  cases  on  Eobbea 
Island. 

1616.  In  the  same  way  I  take  it  you  are  against  the  establishment  of 
isolated  centres  or  asylums  in  the  different  districts  of  the  Colony  ? — I  think 
it  would  be  very  satisfactory  as  far  as  the  patients  were  concerned,  but  I  am 
not  in  favour  of  separate  asylums. 

1617.  Are  you  entirely  in  favour  of  continuing  the  present  system  of 
segregation  on  the  island  ? — With  slight  modifications. 

1618.  You  are  in  favour  of  certain  cases  being  allowed  to  remain  in 
their  own  homes  ? — Yes. 

1619.  Do  you  think  the  fact  of  certain  persons  being  allowed  to  remain 
in  their  own  homes  would  raise  any  difficulty  in  the  actual  working  of  the 
Act? — Each  patient  would  probably  want  to  be  treated  the  same  as  the 
others. 

1620.  Is  not  that  an  important  point  to  be  borne  in  mind? — Yes. 

1621.  Would  that  weigh  against  any  such  modification  as  you  just 
suggested  ? — I  consider  that  the  great  object  of  segregation  is  to  stamp  out 
the  disease  in  the  first  place,  and  to  do  this  in  as  gentle  and  mild  a 
manner  as  possible  without  adding  to  the  sufferings  of  the  patients.  The 
patients  must  suffer  -to  a  certain  extent,  and  our  great  object  is  to  have  the 
safest  form  of  segregation,  with  the  least  amount  of  pain  to  the  patients. 
With  these  two  objects  in  view,  I  say,  let  those  patients  who  are  quite 
unable  to  pay  or  assist  themselves  in  any  way,  and  who  will  not  conform  to 
certain  regulations,  be  forced  on  to  Robben  Island.  Those  who  are  willing 
to  pay  and  can  look  after  themselves  and  are  well-behaved,  might  be  isolated 
at  certain  centres. 

1622.  You  think  that  segregation  should  be  compulsory? — ^Yes. 

1623.  And  isolation  compulsory  too? — Yes. 

1624.  Do  not  you  think  the  mere  fact  of  compelling  lepers  to  remain  in 
an  institution  would  lead  to  the  concealment  of  the  disease  ? — It  might  to  a 
certain  extent,  but  I  do  not  see  how  you  are  going  to  get  over  that. 

1625.  If  you  have  institutions  dotted  about  in  different  centres  and  do 
away  with  as  many  of  the  restrictions  as  possible,  compatible  with  what  we 
know  of  the  disease,  do  not  you  think  that  would  assist  in  getting  cases  to 
come  to  the  asylums  and  remain  there  ? — They  would  not  hide  themselves 
to  such  an  extent  as  is  c'  one  now. 

1620.  Would  it  to  your  mind  favour  the  extermination  of  the  disease 
as  much  as  compulsory  segregation  ? — I  think  not. 

1627.  In  what  way  do  you  thir>k  the  Act  does  not  work  satisfactorily 
with  regard  to  segregation ;  is  it  not  as  complete  as  it  can  be  ? — It  works 
well  after  the  patients  are  admitted. 

1628.  Is  there  an  absolute  separation  of  the  healthy  from  the  diseased 
jsersons  ? — As  far  as  possible. 

1629.  Is  it  at  all  impracticable? — We  must  have  the  attendance  of 
nurses  and  so  on  to  look  after  the  diseased  patients,  otherwise  they  are 
separated  completely, 

1630.  Does  the  mere  fact  of  the  Segregation  Act  existing  give  you 
sufficient  authority  to  separate  husband  and  wife  ? — I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  law  at  all  ou  the  subject.  I  would  adviso  that  after  a  certain  time 
husbands  and  wives  be  allowed  to  live  together. 

1631.  Z>r.  Greathead.']  How  would  you  provid*^-  for  that  on  Eobben 
Island  ? — I  would  advise  that  ou  the  north-west  of  the  island  little  cottages 
be  built  for  married  couples  to  live  in  together. 

1632.  Dr.  Herman.']  Would  you  allow  healthy  women  to  live  with 
diseased  men  ? — I  speak  of  married  patients  on  the  island. 

J633.  Do  you  think  in  the  case  of  segregation  on  the  maiuland,  armed 
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guards  would  be  required  so  as  to  prevent  auy  escape  ? — I  am  certain  of  it. 
Even  on  the  island  now  we  Kave  to  keep  guards  constantly  patrolling. 

1634.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Does  that  apply  to  the  white  or  coloured  patients  ? 
— The  coloured  ;  the  whites  are  all  right. 

1635.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  as  regards  white 
patients  on  the  mainland  ? — There  are  few  men  perhaps  who  would  give 
trouble.  Practically  there  would  be  no  difficulty,  and  it  would  bo  well  worth 
trying  with  the  whites,  with  the  understanding  that  if  they  did  not  obey  the 
regulations,  they  should  be  sent  to  Eobben  Island.  That  should  be  a  proviso, 
and  I  think  that  fa  it  alone  would  keep  them  quiet. 

1636.  Dr.  Herman.~\  Suppose  a  case  is  isolated  on  a  farm,  how  are  you 
going  to  attempt  any  system  of  omplete  isolation  that  would  be  satisfactory  ; 
would  not  there  always  be  a  tendency  for  a  father  to  mix  with  his  children 
and  live  with  his  wife  — I  do  not  know  how  you  would  prevent  sexual 
intercourse.  So  far  as  living  separately  is  concerned,  there  is  no  danger  if 
they  use  separate  linen  and  utensils  and  so  on ;  at  all  events  it  would  be  very 
small.  If  you  allowed  a  patient  with  ulcerations  and  a  diseased  surface  to 
live  with  his  family  and  eat  with  them,  the  disease  might  spread,  but  if  that 
patient  were  perfectly  isolated,  and  not  allowed  to  kiss  his  family  or  anything 
of  the  kind,  the  danger  would  be  very  small. 

1  637.  You  say  that  you  could  not  keep  a  man  and  his  wife  apart? — I 
say  it  is  difficult,  but  it  should  be  done  until  a  certain  age  is  reached, 

1638.  Would  you  advise  rather  that  instead  of  allowing  cases  in  their 
worst  form  to  remain  in  their  houses,  or  on  farms  only,  certain  cases  where 
the  disease  is  either  stationary  or  in  a  condition  of  self  cure  as  you  call  it, 
should  be  so  isolated  ? — There  would  be  much  more  danger  from  a  case  in 
the  ulcerated  stage. 

1639.  Would  you  allow  such  a  case  to  be  isolated  on  farms  ? — I  would 
not  be  inclined  to  do  so. 

1640.  You  know  the  conditions  under  which  people  live  on  their  farms 
in  this  country,  especially  coloured  people ;  would  you  recommend  that  the 
coloured  people  should  receive  the  same  privileges  as  white  people  if  they 
are  able  to  pay  ? — Yes  ;  if  they  conformed  to  certain  regulations.  I  would 
give  the  preference  to  those  cases  which  were  self  cured  or  arrested. 

1641.  Independently  of^their  culture  or  status  in  life? — Yes  ;  no  matter 
whether  they  were  rich  or  poor  if  they  were  trustworthy  people. 

1642.  Dr.  Dodds.  \  If  there  was  a  reasonable  probability  of  their  being 
able  to  conform  to  the  regulations  ? — Yes. 

1643.  Dr.  Herman.JYoxL  are  aware  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  persons  wlio 
live  on  farms  to  follow  out  the  necessary  precautions  even  in  the  most  virulent 
and  infectious  diseases,  such  as  diphtheria  for  instance  ;  in  face  of  this  would 
you  still  be  favourable  to  alleging  patients  to  be  segregated  on  their  own 
farms ;  would  they  not  be  likely  to  spread  the  disease  ? — 11  the  patients 
could  be  depended  on  I  would  allow  it. 

1644.  Might  not  the  disease  be  spread  through  clothing  and  so  on  ? — 
That  is  a  thing  that  the  m-^ciical  officer  in  charge  of  the  place  should  attend  • 
to. 

1645.  Chuinnan.']  Would  you  trust  them  irrespective  of  the  stage  of  the 
disease  ? — I  would  bo  very  chary  of  giving  patients  in  the  very  ulcerated 
stage  of  the  disease  the  })rivilego  of  living  on  their  farms. 

1646.  Would  you  allow  them  to  do  so? — Only  under  very  strict  re^^u- 
lationp. 

1647.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is  there  sufficient  to  be  gained  from  this  farm 
isolation,  to  warrant  you  in  running  the  risk  of  permitting  such  patients 
to  spread  the  disease  ? — I  think  so. 

1648.  Do  not  you  think  that  an  equal  amount  of  privilege  might  be 
accorded  to  such  patients  if  they  were  allowed  to  live  in  small  leper  com- 
munities in  certain  districtSj  say  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Paarl  for  instance, 
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9  p^im  ei      where  they  could  be  quite  apart  from  all  healthy  persons  ;  would  not  that  be 
.^mpei/      ^^^^  much  more  advisable  than  permitting  them  to  remain  on  their  own 
Feb.  14th,  1894.   farms  ? — I  think  not.    The  great  object  of  allowing  them  to  live  on  their 
farms  is  to  make  the  operation  of  the  Act  less  rigorous  and  to  satisfy  the  patients. 
If  you  were  to  place  them  at  the  Paarl  or  any  one  centre  it  would  give 
just  as  much  dissatisfaction  as  if  they  were  on  Eobben  Island. 

1649.  Have  you  ever  had  a  case  of  leprosy  on  a  farm  under  such  con- 
ditions ;  is  it  not  very  difficult  to  enforce  isolation  ?— I  have  never  atten- 
ded a  case  of  the  kind. 

1650.  Could  it  be  carried  out  say  in  Cape  Town  ? — If  a  patient  would 
guarantee  never  to  leave  his  premises.    It  might  be  rather  difficult. 

1651.  "Would  there  be  any  risk  if  the  patient  were  to  walk  down  the 
street  ? — I  hardly  think  so. 

1652.  Would  you  not  be  more  in  favour  of  establishing  small  leper 
villages  where  the  patients  could  live  together  under  special  regulations  ? — 
Yes,  if  you  could  get  the  patients  to  stay  there ;  that  is  the  great  drawback. 

1653.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Who  should  decide  as  to  whether  patients  should 
reside  in  isolation  on  farms  or  in  small  asylums  ? — Each  individual  case 
should  be  separately  dealt  with  by  some  central  authority. 

1654.  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make  as  to  such  central  authority  ? 
— I  would  suggest  the  medical  man  of  the  district  from  which  the  patient 
comes. 

1665.  Dr.  Herman.']  You  are  in  the  habit  of  permitting  the  friends  and 
acquaintances  of  patients  to  visit  them  on  Eobben  Island ;  is  there  any  dan- 
ger of  the  disease  spreading  in  that  way  ? — I  think  a  very  care- 
ful watch  has  to  be  kept,  and  as  far  as  possible  we  endeavour  to  prevent 
intimacy  of  all  kinds  by  forcing  the  patients  to  see  their  friends  in  the  day 
rooms  under  supervision  ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  think  that  indiscriminate 
visiting  is  a  bad  thing. 

1656.  In  any  complete  regulations  bearing  on  the  subject  of  segregation 
would  you  only  permit  friends  and  others  to  visit  lepers  under  supervision  ? 
— Certainly. 

1657.  Chairman.']  If  the  disease  were  extinguished  in  the  Colony,  do 
you  think  there  is  any  risk  of  its  being  imported  from  without  ? — Yes, 

1658.  Where  from? — There  is  leprosy  in  the  Free  State,  the  Transvaal, 
Bechuanaland  and  Natal. 

1659.  Have  you  any  records  of  such  cases  ? — There  are  three  cases 
from  Bechuanaland  on  the  island. 

1660.  Are  there  any  from  the  Transvaal? — No. 

1661.  You  say  there  are  cases  in  the  Transvaal? — Yes.  I  have  seen 
cases  there. 

1662.  In  what  districts? — In  Pretoria.  They  have  got  an  asylum 
there.    From  the  Free  State  we  have  admitted  about  100  cases. 

1663.  With  regard  to  any  risk  from  further  inland,  have  you  records 
of  any  cases  of  leprosy  among  the  native  tribes  ? — I  have  heard  that  there 
are  lepers  in  Matabeleland, 

1664.  Are  there  any  lepers  in  Basutoland  ?— Yes,  a  great  many. 

1655.  Is  there  any  risk  of  the  disease  being  imported  from  the  coast? 
—  We  do  not  import  many  coolies,  but  we  might  get  it  imported  from  India, 
China,  and  perhaps  Mauritius.    There  is  the  possibility. 

1666.  What  safeguards  would  you  adopt  for  lessening  this  danger  to 
the  Colony  ? — It  is  a  very  difficult  matter. 

1667.  With  regard  to  importing  the  disease  from  other  States,  do  you 
think  that  any  leper  found  travelling  should  be  detained  until  the  authorities 
were  communicated  with ;  would  you  give  the  local  authorities  power  to 
slop  lepers  ? — It  would  be  very  difficult  to  determine  who  was  a  leper. 

1668.  You  mean  there  would  be  a  difficulty  in  the  diagnosis  ? — Yes. 
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1669.  Is  there  any  way  by  which,  they  could  be  stopped  from  coming     ^  ^^J-^ 
into  the  Colony  from  the  adjacent  territories  ? — Only  if  you  passed  a  law.  ' 

1670.  How  would  you  deal  with  lepers  if  they  did  come  in  ? — They 
should  be  examined,  and  all  householders  should  be  compelled  by  law  to  re- 
port any  suspected  cases  of  leprosy. 

1671.  What  further  steps  would  you  take? — I  would  get  the  magis- 
trate to  instruct  a  medical  man  to  examine  the  case,  and  if  there  was  any 
doubt  he  might  call  in  the  assistance  of  a  second  medical  man  to  diagnose  the 
case. 

1672.  How  would  you  provide  for  the  difficulty  of  a  householder  saying 
it  was  not  a  case  of  leprosy  and  therefore  he  did  not  report  it  ? — I  think  that 
all  suspected  cases  should  be  reported,  not  only  of  leprosy  but  of  all  skin 
diseases. 

1673.  Would  you  make  it  incumbent  upon  the  householder  to  report 
any  case  of  leprosy  coming  in  from  without  ? — Yes. 

1674.  Would  you  have  all  suspected  cases  inspected  by  the  district 
surgeon  or  by  some  Board,  or  the  magistrate  ? — Yes. 

1675.  Woald  that  to  some  extent  be  a  safeguard  in  your  opinion? — 
Yes.  At  present  we  cannot  tell  whether  a  case  comes  from  a  foreign  country 
or  not :  there  are  a  number  of  lepers  at  large  still. 

1676.  How  would  you  deal  with  cases  coming  from  the  coast  ? — I  do 
not  know  who  would  be  able  to  examine  them. 

1677.  In  the  case  of  coolie  ships,  might  they  not  be  dealt  with  by  the 
health  officer  ? — Yes,  I  think  the  health  officer  has  to  visit  every  ship.  He 
might  inspect  ships  for  that  purpose. 

1678.  In  the  case  of  better  class  passengers  arriving  from  the  sea  coast, 
should  they  be  dealt  with  upon  the  deposition  of  boarding  and  lodging  house 
keepers  ? — It  would  be  difficult  if  you  made  any  class  distinction. 

1670.  If  a  coolie  ship  came  in  you  might  know  there  was  reason  to  look 
^  for  cases  of  leprosy  ;  how  would  you  provide  for  that  risk  ? — 'Ilie  health  or 
port  officer  visits  every  vessel  that  arrives  and  it  is  his  duty  to  give  pratique. 
If  there  was  any  leprosy  on  board,  it  would  devolve  upon  the  medical  officer 
of  the  ship  to  say  so. 

1680.  Dr.  Hoffmanr\  Is  the  medical  officer  on  board  bound  to  make 
any  such  statepient  ? — Yes,  the  captain  or  the  medical  officer.  That  would 
be  an  additional  safeguard. 

1681.  Dr.  Greathead.']  Have  you  known  of  any  imported  case  of  leprosy  ? 
— There  was  a  case  of  an  Indian  woman  who  came  here,  but  I  believe  she  has 
gone  back  again. 

1682.  Ave  there  many  cases  on  Eobben  Island  of  lepers  who  have  been 
born  in  foreign  countries  ? — Yes,  a  good  many. 

1683.  Had  they  developed  the  desease before  they  came  here? — Yes. 

1684.  As  to  intercepting  cases  coming  from  the  neighbouring  States,  how 
would  you  deal  with  Kafirs  travelling  on  foot  ? — It  would  be  very  difficult 
indeed  to  get  hold  of  those  cases.    The  person  giving  a  pass  might  certify. 

1685.  Would  you  insert  a  special  clause? — Yes,  whoever  gives  the 
pass  might  report  any  suspected  case  to  the  magistrate. 

1686.  Dr.  Hojfman!\  Would  you  have  such  cases  sent  back  ? — Yes, 
unless  they  were  colonial  lepers ;  if  they  were  foreign  lepers  I  would  send 
them  back. 

1687.  Would  you  make  it  incumbent  on  the  owners  of  Kafir  huts  to 
report  any  cases  of  leprosy  ? — I  think  not ;  not  in  the  native  territories  ;  it 
would  be  difficult  to  get  at  them.    You  might  perhaps  include  them. 

1688.  Dr.  Edington.']  In  the  case  of  coolies  imported  into  the  Colony, 
or -the  coloured  population  generally,  who  may  be  expected,  owing  to  the  long 
period  of  incubation  often  existing  in  leprosy,  to  get  abroad  in  the  country, 
would  you  be  in  favour  of  all  such  individuals  being  forced  to  report  themselves 
within  a  stated  time  to  the  Civil  Commissioner,  District  Surgeon,  or  Magistrate? 
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s  r^impei/      ^  think  it  is  necessary.    It  is  a  kind  of  quarantine  tliat  is  not  required 

'  —  ' '  for  many  reasons.  These  people  will  enter  upon  some  occupation,  and  if  they 
Feb.  14th,  1894.    remain  in  the  colony  they  will  be  watched  and  their  whereabouts  known. 

1689.  Chairman.']  Are  you  of  opinion  that  a  leper  under  any  circum- 
stances can  be  allowed  to  remain  at  large  without  danger  of  spreading  the 
disease  ? — ^l^o. 

1690.  Even  in  the  very  early  stages  of  the  disease  would  you  like  to 
have  them  under  supervision  ? — Under  supervision  or  isolation. 

1691.  Would  that  be  as  a  precautionary  measure? — Yes;  more  as  a 
precautionary  measure,  because  the  disease  may  assume  the  ulcerated  stage 
at  any  moment. 

1692.  Dr.  Hoffmanr\  Would  you  allow  them  to  remain  at  large  after 
ten  years  ? — Yes. 

1693.  Dr.  Edington.~]  In  arrested  cases  would  you  allow  patients  to  be 
at  large  ? — ^Yes  ;  under  certain  conditions. 

1694.  Take  the  early  cases  where  there  are  no  definite  symptoms  and  where 
they  are  very  doubtful  indeed,  might  they  be  allowed  to  be  at  large  under 
supervision,  before  the  disease  has  really  manifested  itself  in  a  marked  form  ? 
— They  might  be  allowed  to  be  temporarily  at  large  under  certain  conditions 
and  under  very  strict  supervision,  but  with  regard  to  cured  cases  or  arrested 
cases,  they  should  be  allowed  to  leave  the  asylum  and  go  at  large  altogether. 

1695.  Chairman.']  The  conditions  under  which  you  would  allow  them  to 
be  at  large  would  be  supervision  or  periodical  inspection  ? — Yes. 

1696.  At  what  intervals  should  they  be  inspected? — Every  six  months. 

1697.  Dr.  Ho  fman.~\  Would  you  allow  early  cases  to  be  at  large  under 
supervision  ? — Yes. 

1698.  Is  not  there  a  danger  of  a  patient  suddenly  developing  a  more 
marked  stage  of  the  disease  ? — The  supervision  of  cases  not  developed  but 
known  to  be  leprous  should  be  very  strict.  If  there  are  ansesthetic  patches, 
it  may  last  for  six  months  or  a  year  before  there  is  any  development  of  other 
symptoms,  at  any  moment  they  may  become  ulcerated. 

1699.  You  admit  that  there  is  a  danger  ? — Yes.  Such  cases,  if  allowed 
at  liberty,  should  be  under  very  strict  supervision ;  and  they  should  be  com- 
pelled  to  report  themselves. 

1700.  Dr.  Greathead.']  In  liberating  cases  of  supposed  cure,  what  form 
would  you  go  through  ? — I  would  have  them  examined  by  a  board  of  medical 
men,  and  if  they  were  quite  satisfied,  then  the  Colonial  Ofl&ee  should  be 
approached. 

1701.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  further  suggestion  to  make  as  to  any 
safeguards  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  else. 

1702.  In  your  opinion  does  Robben  Island  olfer  the  best  available  con- 
ditions for  segregation  ? — That  is  a  very  serious  question  to  answer.  Of 
course  being  an  island,  it  makes  segregation  very  easy. 

1703.  Is  that  the  principal  thing  in  favour  of  Robben  Island  ? — Yes. 

1704.  Is  there  nothing  else  in  its  favour? — That  is  the  only  thing  that 
makes  it  more  favourable  than  the  mainland. 

1705.  What  are  your  objections  to  Robben  Island  as  a  leper  asylum  ? — 
I  find,  according  to  the  records,  up  to  within  two  years  ago,  there  were  very 
few  lepers  in  the  wards,  but  from  the  number  of  cases  admitted  I  find  that 
the  percentage  of  deaths  is  very  high. 

1706.  Do  you  think  that  is  in  any  way  due  to  the  climate  or  soil  ? — 
That  I  cannot  teU. 

1707.  You  say  the  percentage  of  deaths  is  high  ;  how  do  you  arrive  at 
that  ;  is  it  from  the  increased  number  of  lepers  that  have  come  over,  some 
perhaps  in  an  advanced  stage,  or  is  it  due  to  the  patients  being  removed  from 
their  own  climate  ? — It  may  be  that,  but  I  have  a  table  which  shows  the 
death  rate  ever  since  the  island  was  started. 

1708.  What  date  does  that  go  back  to  ? — Since  the  first  death  in  1871. 
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"We  have  records  starting  from  1846,  and  every  case  that  has  been  admitted  '  ^  p''^^^-  ^ 
has  been  entered  in  the  books  and  accounted  for.    I  speak  of  lepers  only.  ' 

1709.  From  1846  to  1871  did  none  die  ?— No.  i^**- 

1710.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  you  seen  the  records  in  the  report  on  leprosy  of 
the  Eoyal  College  of  Physicians  ? — Yes.  On  page  ]  23  of  my  annual  report  for 
1892  on  hospitals  and  asylums,  there  is  given  a  table  showing  the  admissions, 
discharges,  and  deaths,  and  the  patients  remaining.  That  is  to  the  end  of 
1892  ;  I  have  not  got  it  for  1893. 

1711.  Have  you  any  records  for  the  period  between  1846  and  1871  ? 
— Yes  :  showing  what  became  of  each  person  during  that  time, 

1712.  According  to  that  table  were  there  no  deaths  at  all  from  any 
cause  on  the  island  ? — No. 

1713.  Chairman.']  Does  that  return  you  refer  to  deal  with  lepers  only  ? 
—Yes. 

1714.  Are  any  chronic  sick  included  ? — No  ;  not  in  any  of  the  returns. 

1715.  Are  there  any  records  about  the  health  of  the  chronic  sick  during 
the  period  from  1846,  as  well  as  the  death  rate  ? — There  may  be. 

1716.  Have  you  the  records  from  which  you  prepared  your  tables  ? 
—Yes. 

1717.  Are  they  accessible  for  inspection  ? — Yes. 

1718.  Taking  the  death  rate  from  1871,  have  you  anything  to  show 
that  the  lepers  have  been  affected  climatically  by  their  removal  to  the  island, 
or  what  do  you  deduce  from  the  high  death  rate  ? — I  have  a  table  showing 
the  average  number  of  lepers  resident  in  the  asylum  for  each  year  from  18/1 
to  1893,  with  the  probable  death  rate  reckoned  at  16  per  cent,  and  the  actual 
death  rate.  I  take  it  at  16  per  cent.,  which  is  about  the  death  rate  in  other 
countries. 

1719.  You  take  the  usual  average  leper  death  rate  ? — Yes,  I  may  state 
that  the  proportion  has  been  exceedingly  high  among  the  Free  State  lepers. 

1720.  How  would  you  explain  that  ? — I  cannot  explain  it. 

1721.  What  condition  did  the  patients  arrive  in  ? — Some  were  chronic 
cases,  and  some  were  self  cured  cases  which  are  still  on  the  island,  and  some 
acute,  but  I  cannot  explain  the  high  death  rate. 

1722.  Would  you  regard  the  state  th^'t  a  patient  came  to  you  in  as  a 
factor  in  forming  this  high  death  rate  ?~It  would  be  unfair  to  say  that  the 
death  rate  of  lepers  is  so  high  as  the  table  would  indicate.  The  death  rate 
will  gradually  diminish  on  account  of  the  worst  cases  dying  off. 

1723.  In  framing  a  death  rate  is  it  not  important  to  take  into  account 
the  condition  of  the  patients  at  the  time  ?^ — Yes. 

1724.  Are  the  cured  cases  or  arrested  cases  no  worse  since  their  arrival 
on  Robben  Island  ? — No. 

1725.  And  the  mild  cases  ? — Leprosy  has  a  definite  course  to  run  in  my 
opinion,  whether  on  Eobben  Island  or  anywhere  else,  and  the  patients  die 
within  a  certain  time  ;  very  few  exceed  11  years, 

1726.  Dr.  Edington.]  Would  the  increased  death  rate  be  due  to  advanc- 
ing age  ? — I  think  not.  It  is  due,  I  should  say,  to  the  increased  number  of 
the  patients  and  the  fact  of  sending  all  classes  in. 

1727.  Dr.  Herman.]  Can  you  give  us  the  figures  of  the  death  rate  since 
the  Act  has  been  in  force? — In  1892  it  was  39  against  40  ;  the  year  before 
17  against  21,  and  the  year  before  that  17  against  23. 

1728.  Can  you  give  the  cause  of  death  in  each  instance  ? — Yes. 

1729.  Is  it  a  fact  that  last  year  you  had  an  epidemic  of  influenza  ? — Yes. 

1730.  And  notwithstanding  the  influenza,  you  still  had  a  lower  death 
rate  than  this  year  ? — Yes. 

1731.  Dr.  Edington.]  Is  there  not  a  considerable  amount  of  typhoid 
fever  on  Eobben  Island  ? — No.    There  have  been  some  cases. 

1732.  Is  typhoid  fever  in  more  or  less  a  pronounced  form  endemic  on  the 
island  ? — No,  there  are  cases. 

[G.  10.— »94.]  Q 
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a.i^im.ey.  1733.  Eveiy  year  ? — No,  not  every  year. 

—  ^  1734.  What  was  the  total  number  of  cases  last  year  ? — Six- 

Feb.  14th,  1894.     ^gg^^  ^^gg  hQioxe. 

1735.  Dr.  I]dington.~]  Are  the  sanitary  arrangements  on  the  island  defec- 
tive ? — They  are  not  good,  but  they  are  being  improved. 

1736.  Dr.  Greathead^  What  arrangements  are  made  for  disposing  of 
the  night-soil  ? — Formerly  if  was  buried  at  the  back  of  the  island,  but  now  it 
is  thrown  into  the  sea. 

1737.  Is  any  sort  of  disinfectant  used  ? — We  use  disinfectants  in  the 
wards  and  in  the  closets,  but  not  after  night-soil  is  put  into  the  carts. 

1738.  Have  you  the  tub  system  on  the  island? — Yes. 

1739.  With  or  without  earth  ?— Without  earth. 

1740.  And  how  is  the  urine  disposed  of? — We  are  having  drainage  put 
in  now. 

1741.  Dr,  Herman.']  Will  you  give  us  a  rough  idea  of  the  diseases  most 
prevalent  among  the  lepers  this  year  ? — The  chief  thing  is  erysipelas. 

1742.  What  percentage  of  the  patients  is  affected  with  erysipelas  ? — 
Generally  about  three  or  four  in  all  the  wards. 

1743.  Does  it  affect  only  the  tubercular  cases  of  leprosy  ? — Mostly  the 
tubercular  cases  and  also  the  mixed,  but  not  the  ansesthetic. 

1744.  Does  it  affect  all  cases  where  there  are  specially  wounded  sur- 
faces ? — Yes. 

1745.  Are  there  particular  wards  where  it  is  more  liable  to  occur? — 

No. 

1746.  What  is  it  due  to  ? — I  suppose  it  is  due  to  the  erysipelas  bacillus. 
It  may  spread  from  case  to  case ;  just  now  we  have  no  cases  at  all. 

1747.  Does  it  not  frequently  occur  in  certain  wards  ? — You  have  two 
or  three  cases,  and  then  it  stops  for  a  couple  of  weeks. 

1748.  Is  it  a  special  form  of  the  ordinary  hospital  erysipelas  ? — I  think 
so,  it  is  just  the  ordinary  form. 

1749.  Do  you  think  it  is  due  to  the  fact  of  a  large  number  of  sick  peo- 
ple being  crowded  together  ? — That  may  be. 

1750.  Some  of  the  wards  are  very  nice  and  airy,  the  large  white  wards, 
is  it  equally  common  there  ? — We  have  had  it  there  just  as  frequently  as  in 
the  wards  where  the  worst  cases  are.    We  do  not  have  it  frequently. 

1751.  Is  the  percentage  of  mortality  from  this  cause  very  high  ? — I  have 
only  known  of  one  death  from  that  cause.  The  face  gets  very  much  swollen, 
but  the  patient  does  not  seem  to  suffer  much, 

1752.  It  is  remarkably  fatal  ? — Not  in  leprosy. 

1753.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Does  that  form  of  erysipelas  affect  people  who 
are  not  lepers  ? — No.  I  have  not  had  a  single  case  of  erysipelas  except  in 
the  leper  wards,  and  it  is  a  mild  form. 

1754.  Dr.  Herman.]  Is  it  not  less  likely  to  occur  in  the  wards  which 
are  more  open  and  better  ventilated,  and  where  a  smaller  number  of  persons 
are  confined? — It  would  be  so  if  erysipelas  was  confined  to  the  wards 
where  the  most  ulcerated  cases  were  kept,  but  it  is  not  so  in  the  out  wards. 
We  have  a  hospital  ward  and  other  wards  were  the  milder  cases  are  kept. 
It  is  the  mild  cases  that  get  it,  and  then  they  are  brought  into  the  hospital 
ward. 

1755.  What  amount  of  cubic  air  space  and  floor  area  do  you  allow  for 
each  bed  ? — 800  cubic  feet.  The  wards  are  built  for  80  cases  and  some 
have  not  got  80,  but  the  majority  have. 

1756.  Do  you  consider  800  cubic  feet  sufficient  ? — I  think  so. 

1757.  What  are  the  other  causes  of  sickness  ? — Diarrhoea. 
1768.  What  kind  ?— Leprotic. 

1759.  Has  it  any  connection  with  typhoid  fever  ? — No,  not  at  all ;  there  i 
is  no  fever  with  it, 

1760.  Had  you  any  cases  of  lepers  affected  with  typhoid  fever  ? — Never, 
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1761.  Where  does  typhoid  fever  occur  ? — Among  the  attendants  in  the  ^  R^impey. 
village. 

1762.  What  is  the  nature  of  this  diarrhoea  ? — Just  the  ordinary  leprotic 
diarrhoea  due  to  blood  poisoning.  The  whole  system  is  saturated.  You 
only  have  it  where  there  is  extensive  ulceration  and  necrosis, 

1763.  Chairman.']  Is  it  coincident  with  the  erysipelas  attacks  you  spoke 
of?— No.  ^ 

1764.  Dr.  Herman.']  Does  the  diarrhoea  affect  the  patients  all  the  j^ear 
round  ?-- Yes,  always. 

1765.  Is  there  not  a  form  of  diarrhoea  which  is  due  to  insanitary  con- 
dition ? — Insanitary  conditions  have  nO  connection  with  it. 

1766.  Is  it  more  frequent  in  those  wards  where  you  have  the  cesspits  ? — 
We  have  no  cesspits  at  all. 

1767.  There  were  formerly,  were  there  not? — Not  for  faecal  matter; 
simply  for  urine  and  slop  water.  Diarrhoea  only  picks  out  those  cases  suffering 
from  extensive  ulceration.  You  may  have  a  perfectly  healthy  man  lying 
beside  a  man  with  diarrhoea,  and  it  only  affects  him  ;  it  is  the  last  stage  of 
the  disease. 

1768.  Has  it  any  connection  with  waxy  disease  of  the  bowels  ? — I  do 
not  know. 

1769.  Is  the  percentage  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  high?— They  just  die 
from  that. 

1770.  What  other  causes  do  they  die  from  ? — General  wasting,  constant 
irritation,  and  the  drain  on  the  system. 

1771.  Do  many  patients  die  from  phthisis  ? — Yes,  a  good  many. 

1772.  Is  it  tubercular  phthisis  ? — ^Yes  ;  tuberculosis,  or  chronic  phthisis. 
They  generally  die  from  ulceration  of  the  throat  and  choke  if  you  do  not 
perform  tracheotomy,  and  then  they  live  a  long  time,  but  they  may  have 
pure  phthisis. 

1773.  In  the  tubercular  form  of  leprosy  is  there  ulceration  of  the 
laryngitis  ? — Yes. 

1774.  In  what  form  of  leprosy  do  you  get  death  from  phthisis  ? — In 
both  forms. 

1775.  What  other  diseases  do  you  find  affect  lepers  ? — Nothing  specially. 
We  have  had  two  or  three  cases  of  pneumonia. 

1776.  Dr.  Fismer.]  And  bronchial  affections  ? — Yes. 

1777.  Dr.  Herman.']  The  lepers  themselves  complain  much  of  the 
cold  on  Eobben  Island,  do  you  consider  there  is  any  reason  for 
the  complaint,  in  connection  with  bronchial  affection  ? — Temperature  and 
climate  make  very  little  difference  in  the  mortality.  I  have  prepared  a  table 
showing  the  deaths  actually  occurring  every  month  from  1871.  If  you  look 
at  that  you  will  find  there  is  very  little  difference  in  the  various  months  as 
compared  with  one  another.  It  ranges  from  25,  the  lowest,  in  April,  to  34,  the 
highest,  in  December.  If  anything,  the  patients  die  a  little  more  in  summer 
than  in  winter. 

1778.  Does  not  the  fact  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  lepers  dying  on 
Eobben  Island  militate  against  the  suitability  of  the  establishment  ? — The 
death  rate  is  high,  but  there  may  be  an  explauation  in  this  way,  that  all 
classes  of  cases  have  been  crowded  on  to  Eobben  Island  lately  ;  353  cases  were 
admitted  during  the  year  1893,  and  a  large  number  in  1892.  Yery  few 
lepers  exceed  four  years  residence  on  the  island. 

1779.  Chairman.]  Were  these  cases  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease  ? 
—Yes. 

1780.  Can  you  state  from  actual  observation  that  the  climate  of  Eobben 
Island  operates  prejudicially  ? — I  think  not,  although  last  year  the  death  rate 
was  very  high,  but  I  attribute  this  more  to  the  large  number  of  bad  cases  that 
have  been  admitted. 
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s  p^impey  1781.  Dr.  Herman7\  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  overcrowding? — 

—  No,    The  male  leper  wards  are  not  at  all  overcrowded. 

Feb.  Hth,  1894.  i732_  Is  the  high  death  rate  due  at  all  to  insufficient  food  ?— We  cannot 

account  for  it.  I  put  it  down  to  the  fact  of  a  large  number  of  bad  advanced 
cases  being  admitted. 

1783.  Dr  Edington.  ]  Can  you,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  last  year  there  was 
a  higher  number  of  deaths  than  might  have  been  expected,  prepare  for  the 
Commission  a  return  showing  the  percentage  of  deaths  among  those  who  have 
already  been  on  the  island,  as  compared  with  those  who  have  just  arrived  ? — 
Yes,  I  have  a  table  showing  how  long  the  40  patients,  who  died,  lived  in 
the  asylum.  Out  of  40  patients,  23  died  within  the  first  year  of  their  admission; 
the  average  period  of  their  stay  was  only  two  years  and  one  month.  This 
year  the  average  stay  of  those  admitted  is  one  year  and  six  months.  That 
shows  that  a  la  ge  proportion  of  the  cases  was  admitted  in  the  advanced 
stage  and  that  it  is  not  due  to  climatic  influences  at  all. 

1784.  Chairnian.~\  Can  you  prepare  tables  in  support  of  that  for  the 
inforraacion  of  the  Commission? — Yes,  I  am  doing  so  now.  Of  the  114  patients 
who  died  last  year,  65  died  within  the  first  year  after  admission.  Some  of 
them  were  admitted  in  1892.  The  average  duration  of  their  stay  is  one  year 
and  six  months,  zJ6  died  within  two  years,  so  that  climatic  influences  could 
not  have  had  any  effect. 

1786.  Dr.  Herman?\  Do  not  the  lepers  themselves  blame  the  climate  for 
their  bad  state  of  health  and  the  high  death  rate  ? — That  is  easily  accounted 
for. 

1786.  Dr.  Edingion7\  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  Free  State  or  Bechuanaland 
lepers  contribute  largely  to  the  high  death  r^-se,  seeing  that  they  are  suddenly 
removed  from  a  high  altitude  and  brought  down  to  a  low  altitude  and  exposed 
to  the  south  east  winds  and  other  conditions  ? — The  average  number  of  Free 
State  lepers  on  the  island  during  last  year  was  64,  and  the  actual  deaths  24, 
something  like  37  per  cent. 

1787.  Chairman.]  How  long  have  they  been  on  the  island? — Some 
were  admitted  in  1892  and  some  in  1893. 

1788.  Have  you  any  records  showing  the  condition  they  were  in  when 
they  arrived  ? — Yes  ;  I  can  give  you  information  on  that  point.  The  Free 
State  lepers  have  suffered  in  some  way  or  other. 

1789.  How  many  lepers  are  4here  from  Bechuanaland? — Only  three 
altogether. 

1790.  Dr.  Greathead.']  Is  not  the  high  rate  of  mortality  due  to  the  Free 
State  sending  down  the  bad  cases  ? — -They  do  not. 

1791.  Chairman.]  Do  the  Free  State  arrested  cases  remain  well  ? — Yes  ; 
they  have  not  gone  back  in  health. 

1792.  The  arrested  cases  from  the  Free  State,  do  they  still  remain  in 
good  health  ? — Yes. 

1793.  And  those  suffering  from  a  mild  stage  of  the  disease,  do  they 
remain  in  the  same  condition  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  not  taken  the  weight  of  the 
patients,  but  from  their  general  appearance  they  appear  to  have  put  on  flesh. 

1794.  Are  the  patients  all  there  for  the  inspection  of  the  Commission  ? 
— Yes,  and  you  will  see  that  they  are  in  a  good  state  of  health. 

1795.  Do  not  you  think  coming  from  a  high  to  a  low  altitude  pre- 
judicially affects  the  patients  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  climatic  influence  has  any 
effect  on  the  high  death  rate.    I  am  trying  to  find  out  the  cause. 

1796.  Dr.  Greathead.']  Do  you  make  any  meteorological  observations  on 
the  island  ? — No.    I  have  a  rain  gauge  only. 

1797.  Have  you  a  thermometer  and  a  barometer? — No. 

1798.  Would  you  like  to  make  meteorological  observations  ? — Yes, 
it  is  an  important  thing.  If  I  had  a  barometer  I  could  have  given  you 
some  better  information. 

1799.  Dr.  Edington.]  Could  not  you  get  the  necessary  instruments 
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from  the  Meteorological  Commission? — I  asked  the  Government  and  they  „ 

.  T  ,         ^  iS.  p.  Impeij. 

said  )t  was  not  necessary.  — 

1800.  Chairman.']  Do  you  consider  that  the  soil  exercises  any  inJiuence  ^'^^^ 
upon  the  health  of  the  patients  ? — I  think  not.    You  have  clay,  shale,  sand 

and  stone.    The  superficial  surface  is  sand,  and  underneath  that  there  are 
rifts,  and  between  the  rifts  at  various  depths  you  have  clay. 

1801.  Is  there  anything  in  the  soil  of  the  island,  as  far  as  you  know, 
that  would  act  prejudicially  upon  the  health  of  the  patients  ? — I  think  not. 

1802.  Is  there  anything  in  the  general  characteristics  of  the  island  that 
is  likely  to  be  prejudical  ? — Ko,  I  may  say  that  the  soil  is  very  suitable  for 
tree  planting. 

1803.  What  sort  of  trees? — Shrubs  are  the  best.    Vegetables  also 
grow  very  well. 

1804.  Are  there  any  growing  on  the  island  now  ? — Yes. 

1805.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Is  the  pressure  of  the  wind  heavy  r — Not  more 
so  than  in  Cape  Town. 

1806.  Dr  Greathead.^  Is  tree  planting  carried  on  to  any  extent? — I 
have  planted  about  20,000  trees. 

1807.  Do  you  encourage  gardening  on  the  island? — Yes,  but  the 
patients  will  not  do  anything  for  themselves.  Among  the  attendants  and 
workmen  I  encourage  gardening,  and  some  of  them  have  very  good  gardens 
indeed. 

1808.  Do  you  do  what  you  can  to  beautify  the  island  ? — Yes. 

1809.  Does  grass  grow  there  ? — Yes,  but  mostly  clover.  To  show 
you  what  can  be  done,  two  years  ago  I  enclosed  a  piece  of  ground  at  the 
back  of  the  island  200  yards  by  100  in  extent,  and  sowed  it  over  with  a 
muid  of  rye.  It  grew  up  without  any  irrigation  or  attention  and  yielded 
an  abundant  crop  of  grain. 

1810.  Dr.  Edington.']  Is  there  any  reason  why,  instead  of  being  a 
desert  island,  it  should  not  be  made  productive  ? — No.  I  may  say  that  I 
left  the  rye  growing  as  a  cover  for  birds,  and  the  grain  that  was  not 
eaten  by  them  grew^  up  and  yielded  a  second  crop  as  good  as  the  first,  and 
it  is  standing  there  now.    There  were  two  crops  from  one  sowing. 

1811.  Chair 7nan.^  Is  drainage  wanted  on  the  island? — Yes.  The  view 
from  the  island  of  the  mainland  is  excellent.  The  island  is  exposed,  but  we 
do  not  get  the  wind  nearly  as  strong  on  Kobben  Island  as  in  Cape  Town. 

1812.  Have  you  any  means  of  determining  the  force  of  the  wind  on  the 
island  ? — No. 

1813.  Dr.  Edington.']  Could  you  plant  blue  gum  trees  in  exposed  situa- 
tions ? — I  do  not  think  they  would  suit. 

1814.  Dr.  Greathead.]  What  trees  are  the  most  suitable  ? — Wattles. 

1815.  Is  there  eny  shelter  for  the  patients  on  windy  days? — Only  in 
the  wards  as  far  as  the  leper  patients  are  concerned,  but  I  intend  next  season 
to  plant  a  number  of  trees. 

1816.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  you  think  they  will  grow  ? — I  am  certain  they 
will.    There  are  a  lot  of  trees,  but  they  have  been  neglected. 

1817.  Is  there  plenty  of  water  ?^ — Yes. 

1818.  i Joes  the  north-west  wind  affect  the  island  prejudically  ? — Yes; 
it  is  a  damp  wind.  The  northerly  winds  are  sometimes  violent  in  the  winter 
months  ;  that  is  the  rainy  wind. 

1819.  What  is  the  climate  like  after  rain  ? — Very  pleasant.    I  ^consider 
the  climate  of  Eobben  Island  very  pleasant  indeed. 

1820.  Would  you  recommend  it  as  a  dry  climate  ? — Certainly.    It  has 
only  about  half  the  rainfall  that  Cape  Town  has. 

1821.  Are  there  any  rapid  alternations  of  temperature  ? — It  is  hot  and 
dry  in  the  middle  of  the  day  and  cool  in  the  evenings. 

1822.  Dr.  Edington.]  Is  it  as  cold  as  Cape  Town? — No,  it  would  have 
a  better  mean.    It  is  a  dry  heat  there,  not  a  damp  heat. 
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s  F^im  c  1823.  Dr.  HermanJ]  As  to  the  water  supply,  we  were  told  by  Dr. 

■  Gregory  that  there  was  so  little  water,  that  a  supply  has  to  be  brought 
Fob.  14th,  1894.  ixQxn.  the  mainland  for  the  patients  ? — That  is  not  correct.  It  is  not  because 
there  is  a  deficiency  of  water.  Two  years  ago  there  was  a  case  of  typhoid 
fever  on  the  island  and  I  was  asked  to  have  the  water  analysed.  Robben 
Island  is  a  natural  reservoir,  and  there  is  a  large  number  of  small  reservoirs 
in  which  the  rainfall  is  collected.  These  are  tapped  by  means  of  wells. 
The  soil  is  very  sandy,  and  the  water  percolates  into  these  wells.  If  you 
examine  the  water  you  will  find  a  lot  of  organic  matter  in  it,  and  the  idea 
was  that  the  typhoid  fever  was  due  to  this,  and  to  satisfy  the  people  I  was 
told  to  get  water  from  Cape  Town.  At  the  present  time  I  am  getting  all 
the  drinking  water  from  Cape  Town,  but  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  in  my  own 
*-  mind  that  the  water  on  the  island  is  good.    I  have  used  it  ever  since  I 

have  been  there,  and  there  are  people  living  on  the  island  now  who,  until 
recently,  never  tasted  anything  else  but  Robben  Island  water,  and  there 
was  never  any  case  of  sickness  ;  the  children  are  in  perfect  health,  and  there 
has  been  no  case  of  illness  among  them,  and  we  have  about  100  on  the  island. 
There  has  never  been  any  epidemic  of  any  kind.  I  think  the  water  is  good, 
but  to  satisfy  the  patients  and  to  show  that  we  tried  to  do  our  utmost  for  their 
comfort,  we  have  been  getting  Cape  Town  water  for  drinking  purposes.  In 
order  to  provide  for  the  future  I  have  had  constructed  a  large  number  of 
underground  tanks ;  one  of  these  has  been  filled,  but  the  others  have  not 
had  a  chance  yet.  After  this  season  we  shall  not  require  to  get  any  water 
from  Cape  Town ;  for  sanitary  purposes  and  irrigation  we  have  two  wells  and 
wind-mill  pumps,  and  the  water  gravitates  from  tanks  to  different  parts  of 
the  island ;  these  tanks  supply  enough  water  for  washing,  cleansing  and 
other  purposes.  The  drainage  system  is  not  yet  complete,  but  when  it  is,  we 
shall  not  have  to  cart  the  night-soil  away,  but  I  think  it  would  be  safer  to 
cart  it  to  the  other  end  of  the  island  and  tip  it  into  the  sea.  The  drainage  at 
present  is  not  satisfactory,  but  it  will  be  in  a  very  short  time.  W"o  are 
working  at  it  now. 

Dr.l  Br.  P.  Landsherg  examined. 

p.  landiiefff. 

1824.  Chairman.']  You  are  consulting  physician  at  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital  ?— Yes. 

1826.  Have  you  had  considerable  practical  experience  of  leprosy? — I 
have  seen  many  cases  ;  of  course  as  you  know,  I  have  been  a  general  practi- 
tioner and  one  of  the  hardest  worked  men  in  the  Colony,  so  I  have  not  been 
able  to  give  much  special  attention  to  cases  of  leprosy. 

1826.  During  your  experience  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  how  many 
cases  of  leprosy  have  you  come  in  contact  with  ? — Several  hundred  cases.  I 
have  seen  cases  on  Robben  Island  also. 

1827.  When  in  the  course  of  your  practice  did  you  first  come  in  contact 
with  leprosy  ? — I  should  say  it  must  have  beeu  in  1865. 

1828.  And  from  that  time  up  to  the  present  date,  have  you  seen  cases 
of  leprosy  ? — Yes. 

1829.  Were  cases  of  leprosy  detained  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  for  any 
length  of  time? — They  were  detained  as  long  as  I  could  possibly  manage  to  keep 
them  there,  but  merely  the  females,  the  males  have  always  been  on  the  island. 

1830.  Did  the  female  lepers  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  mix  at  that 
date  with  the  other  inmates  of  the  establishment  ? — No,  they  were  kept  sepa- 
rate. 

1831.  I  ask  that  question  with  a  view  to  elicit  from  you  your  opi.iion  as 
to  the  theory  of  contagion ;  you  say  they  did  not  mix  with  the  chronic  sick 
at  all  ?— No. 

1832.  Did  any  of  the  attendants  ever  contract  leprosy? — Not  one. 

1833.  What  stages  of  the  disease  were  the  lepers  at  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital  in  ? — They  were  in  all  stages  ;  some  had  ulcers,  and  some  offensive 
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discharges  from  tlie  feet  and  hands,  and  those  who  had  the  tubercular  form     ^  i^dtierg 
suffered  very  much  from  their  throats.  — 

1834.  What  forms  of  the  disease  do  you  recognize? — The  anaesthetic  ^'eb.  uth,  1894. 
and  the  tubercular. 

1835.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Have  you  seen  the  mixed  form? — Yes. 

1836.  Chairman.']  Have  you  seen  the  syphilitic  form  ? — Yes. 

1837.  Is  that  a  distinct  form  ?— Yes. 

1838.  Is  syphilis  super-added  to  leprosy? — Yes. 

1 839.  Dr.  Edington.]  Does  syphilis  interfere  with  the  manifestations  . 
of  leprosy  itself? — In  some  cases  it  was  difficult  to  say  which  was  the 
predominant  disease. 

1840.  You  cannot  say  that  the  leprosy  itself  is  interfered  with  by  the 
syphilis  ;  it  is  simply  that  they  both  co-exist  ? — One  simply  aggravates  the 
other ;  they  do  not  produce  a  new  form  of  disease. 

1841.  Chairman.']  Have  you  approached  the  study  of  cases  of  leprosy 
from  a  clinical  aspect  only  or  from  a  pathological  or  bacteriological  aspect  ? 
— Merely  from  a  clinical  aspect. 

1842.  Approaching  the  question  of  contagion  from  a  clinical  aspect,  are 
you  of  opinion  that  the  disease  is  contagious  ? — I  cannot  speak  positively, 
but  I  have  met  with  some  cases  where  one  would  almost  think  that  there 
must  be  some  means  of  communicating  it.  I  have  known  and  attended 
certain  white  families  who  appeared  to  be  perfectly  well  for  years,  when  a 
member  of  that  family  has  developed  leprosy  ;  where  it  came  from  I  do  not 
know. 

1843.  Broadly  speaking,  at  what  stage  would  you  consider  the  disease 
contagious  ? — I  think  it  is  contagious  in  the  ulcerated  stage  o*ily. 

1844.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  risk  from  the  prior  stages  of  incuba- 
tion ? — No ;  I  cannot  speak  positively,  but  that  is  my  feeling. 

1845.  Can  you  give  us  any  cases  bearing  out  your  opinion? — I  know 
of  three  cases,  all  Europeans. 

1846.  Did  they  contract  the  disease  from  Europeans  or  from  coloured 
people  ? — That  I  cannot  say.  It  is  very  possible  that  in  one  instance  the 
disease  may  have  been  contracted  from  cohabitation  with  a  leper  woman. 

1847.  Have  you  any  notes  or  records  of  the  cases  to  show  the  conditions 
under  which  the  disease  was  contracted  ? — No  positive  records. 

1848.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  the  names  of  the  persons? — I 
should  not  like  to  do  that. 

1849.  Dr.  Edington.]  Has  leprosy  spread  in  those  families  you  refer  to  ? 
— No ;  but  I  have  heard  a  rumour  that  one  party  hid  himself  afterwards. 

1850.  Dr.  Herman. '\  Are  those  persons  on  Eobben  Island  ? — No  :  one 
is  in  Europe,  and  I  think  one  died  on  the  island. 

1851.  Chairman.']  Would  those  cases  you  refer  to  cast  any  light  on  the 
question  of  contagion  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

1852.  Is  that  the  only  evidence  you  can  give  us  in  support  of  con- 
tagion ? — Yes  ;  I  think  those  cases  incline  one  to  belief  in  contagion. 

1853.  Can  you  give  us  any  clue  to  the  case  on  the  island  ? — No  ;  I 
have  no  record.  You  might  look  up  the  returns  sent  from  the  old  Medical 
Committee  ;  it  might  be  there. 

1854.  What  has  become  of  the  old  Medical  Committee's  minute 
books  ? — Every  month  a  return  was  furnished.  The  minutes  should  be  in 
the  Colonial  Office. 

1855.  Then  the  only  evidence  you  have  is  these  cases  you  have  men- 
tioned ;  and  you  think  the  contagion  might  have  spread  in  the  ulcerated 
stage  of  the  disease  to  healthy  people,  but  you  have  no  scientific  record  ? — No. 

1856.  Dr.  Edington.]  Are  you  convinced  in  your  own  mind  that  the 
disease  is  contagious  ? — I  cannot  speak  positively. 

1857.  Would  you  care  to  expose  children  to  the  risk  of  infection  ?- — No, 
I  would  not. 
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F  iMdlberg  1858.  Youi*  Opinion  is  strong  enough  to  make  you  take  steps  to  prevent 

—     '     that  ? — There  is  great  liability  of  communicating  the  disease. 
Feb.  14th,  1894.  1859,  You  belicve  in  the  communicability  of  the  disease  in  some  way 

or  another  ? — Yes. 

1860.  Dr.  GreaiJiead.~\  Have  you  visited  any  other  centres  where 
leprosy  was  prevalent  ? — I  have  only  seen  cases  in  town  and  at  the  hospital 
and  on  Bobben  Island. 

1861.  You  are  at  present  in  practice ;  do  "you  notice  whether  there  is 
much  increase  in  Oases  of  leprosy  in  town  ? — Before  the  Act  was  passed  there 
were  several  lepers  in  town,  but  their  friends  took  a  great  deal  of  care  to 
hide  them  as  far  as  possible  latterly,  when  they  heard  the  Act  was  about  to 
be  passed.  Formerly  you  could  see  them  on  fish  carts  and  hawking  vegeta- 
bles about  and  so  on. 

1862.  Dr.  Herman.']  You  have  had  the  largest  general  practice  in  Cape 
Town  for  a  long  time,  have  you  not  ? — I  have  had  the  greatest  amount 
of  work. 

1863.  I  believe  you  had  the  medical  work  in  connection  with  the  Free 
Dispensary  as  well  as  a  very  large  club  practice,  and  no  one  knows  Cape 
Town  and  the  people  better  than  yourself  from  your  experience  in  visiting 
from  house  to  house  ? — Yes,  particularly  the  lower  classes,  the  Free 
Dispensary  patients. 

1864.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  leprosy  has  been  for  some  years  very 
largely  on  the  increase  ? — It  has  been  on  the  increase,  but  not  very  largely,  I 
should  say. 

1865.  In  going  about  from  house  to  house,  have  you  ever  found  any 
evidence  that  would  lead  you  to  suppose  that  there  was  anything  peculiar 
in  the  development  of  leprosy  among  certain  classes  of  people  ? — I  have 
noticed  that  in  the  offspring  the  osseous  system  was  very  brittle. 

1866.  Does  the  disease  particularly  affect  fishermen  or  washerwomen  or 
agricultural  labourers  ? — Not  that  I  know  of.  It  affects  all  occupations  and 
all  colours. 

1867.  Has  diet  anything  to  do  with  the  disease  ? — I  should  think, 
judging  from  the  hospital  treatment  and  the  way  it  arrested  the  disease  after 
patients  were  admitted,  that  foul  air  and  bad  diet  had  something  to  do  with 
aggravating  the  disease,  but  whether  that  gave  rise  to  it  is  a  question  I 
cannot  answer. 

1868.  Chairma7i.~\  Do  you  think  vaccination  has  anything  to  do  witK 
the  spread  of  leprosy  ? — I  have  not  noticed  it. 

1869.  I  suppose  you  have  vaccinated  a  great  deal,  have  you  not  ? — Yes. 
I  have  vaccinated  children  of  all  classes,  and  I  cannot  trace  one  case  where 
I  could  say  that  a  child  had  developed  leprosy  through  vaccination. 

1870.  How  many  years  have  you  been  vaccinating ;  I  believe  you  are 
public  vaccinator  ? — Yes.    I  think  I  got  my  appointment  in  1871. 

1871.  Probably  you  have  vaccinated  thousands  of  persons  ? — I  know 
that  I  vaccinated  in  one  morning,  550  children,  during  the  small-pox 
epidemic  ;  in  ten  days,  I  vaccinated  6000  children  and  others. 

1872.  What  method  did  you  employ? — Arm  to  arm;  that  was  the 
only  way ;  we  had  not  sufficient  lymph,  and  pressure  was  brought  to 
bear  to  vaccinate  as  many  children  as  possible.  There  was  no  other 
method. 

1873.  How  many  years  ago  is  that? — In  1882. 

1874.  Later  on,  say  in  1890,  how  did  you  vaccinate  ? — Still  arm  to 
arm.  It  is  only  since  we  have  been  able  to  get  the  virus  whenever  we 
wish  to  have  it,  that  we  can  vaccinate  from  the  tubes. 

1875.  Now  you  use  calf  lymph,  I  suppose? — Yes. 

1876.  Is  it  colonial  calf  lymph  deyeloped  at  the  colonial  bacterio- 
logical institute  ? — Yes. 
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1877.  Did  you  ever  come  across  a  case  of  leprosy  which  you  supposed  ^  j^ni«heri 
was  contracted  from  arm  to  arm  vaccination  ? — No.  '  — 

1878.  Have  you  ever  come  across  a  case  of  leprosy  likely  to  be  con- 
tracted  through  the  other  mode  of  vaccination  ? — ISTo. 

1879.  Have  you  ever  come  across  a  case  which  has  been  developed 
through  any  form  of  vaccination  ? — Not  that  I  could  trace. 

1880.  In  getting  your  stock  of  lymph,  espocially  in  the  earlier  period, 
did  you  select  it  from  the  arms  of  white  children  ? — Yes,  I  have,  and  I  have 
vaccinated  coloured  children  from  healthy  coloured  children. 

1881.  Dr.  Edington.']  ^part  from  any  suppposed  danger  through  vac- 
cination, are  you  of  opinion  that  calf  lymph  is  the  best  form  ? — Yes,  it  is  the 
best  form  in  such  a  place  as  the  Cape  Colony. 

1882.  Ghairman7\  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
question  of  heredity  in  connection  with  leprosy? — I  cannot  speak  positively, 
I  have  known  of  leprous  parents  having  leprous  children. 

1883.  What  is  your  own  idea  as  to  heredity  ;  do  you  recognize  the 
actual  transmission  of  the  disease  from  parent  to  child  or  the  transmission  of 
a  predisposition  only  :  do  you  draw  any  distinction  ? — I  think  the  disease  is 
transmitted  from  the  parent  to  the  child  direct. 

1885.  Have  you  ever  seen  a  leprous  child  at  the  time  of  birth  ? — Not  at 
the  time  of  birth. 

1886.  What  is  the  earliest  age  ? — As  young  as  three  or  four  years  per- 
haps. 

1887.  Have  you  seen  many  cases  ? — Several. 

1888.  Have  you  any  records  of  those  cases  ? — No,  the  cases  were  brought 
to  the  old  hospital  and  sent  to  the  island. 

1889.  Are  they  alive? — I  cannot  tell. 

1890.  Might  not  that  raise  the  question  of  predisposition  to  the  disease 
being  a  factor  ? — Yes  I  think  there  may  be  predisposition. 

1891.  Have  you  any  records  of  any  case  that  would  bear  out  the  idea 
of  heredity  pure  and  simple,  actual  transmission  ? — No. 

1892.  Have  you  any  record  of  cases  of  predisposition  ? — No. 

1893.  Have  you  seen  cases  of  leprosy  in  which  there  is  a  marked 
family  history  ? — At  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  there  were  several  women 
who  were  related ;  they  would  form  a  family  group. 

1894.  As  to  the  period  of  incubation  in  leprosy,  have  you  formed  any 
idea  as  to  that  ? — No. 

1895.  Do  you  believe  the  period  to  be  very  long  ? — I  cannot  say. 

1896.  Do  you  think  it  to  bo  long  or  short  as  far  as  you  have  observed 
it  ?— I  cannot  say. 

1897.  Have  you  never  seen  a  case  of  a  suspected  leper  and  watched 
such  case  till  the  disease  has  developed  ? — No. 

1898.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  In  cases  of  suspected  leprosy  would  you  le- 
commend  that  they  should  be  kept  under  observation  or  would  you  allow 
them  to  go  free  till  the  disease  was  pronounced  ? — It  is  difficult  to  take 
away  the  liberty  of  the  subject  because  you  suspect  that  there  is  leprosy. 

1899.  Do  you  think  that  there  would  be  any  danger  to  the  community 
by  allowing  such  a  person  to  go  about  ? — No. 

1900.  Chairman.']  Do  you  believe  in  the  spontaneous  origin  of  the 
disease  in  healthy  people  ? — I  cannot  say. 

1901.  How  does  the  disease  spread  mostly  ;  by  contagion  ? — I  cannot 
say  positively.    I  should  say  there  is  an  hereditary  predisposition. 

1902.  Do  you  know  of  any  case  of  leprosy  arising  from  sexual  inter- 
course ? — No.    I  do  not. 

1903.  Do  you  know  any  case  of  leprosy  where  the  disease  has  either 
been  cured  spontaneously  or  arrested  or  cured  medicinally  ?— I  have  seen  at 
the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  several  oases  where  the  disease  has  been  arrested, 
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T  Zaitdsbcr       Some  of  thosG  cases  have  been  allowed  to  leave  the  hospital,  and  they  have 
—   ^      returned  as  bad  as  when  they  were  first  admitted. 
Feb.  uth,  1894.  1904.  Are  there  any  records  of  a  patient  leaving  the  hospital  and  coming 

back  again  ? — It  would  be  entered  as  a  discharged  case.  Mr.  Needham,  the 
superintendent,  might  be  able  to  tell  you. 

1905.  Would  such  a  patient  b3  discharged  because  he  had  an  arrested 
form  of  the  disease? — No;  several  patients  have  been  discharged  because 
we  had  no  power  to  keep  them. 

1906.  Dr.  Edington.'\  Have  you  ever  in  the  course  of  your  experience 
in  the  Cape  Colony  seen  a  case  where  the  arrest  of  the  disease  was  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  permanent  ? — ISTo. 

1907.  If  you  were  told  by  a  medical  practitioner  that  he  knew  of  a 
considerable  number  of  cases  which  in  a  comparatively  short  time  had  been 
permanently  arrested,  would  you  believe  it  ? — I  should  be  very  doubtful 
about  it. 

1908.  Ohairman.~\  Suppose  a  patient  left  the  hospital  and  returned,  and 
was  bad  again,  would  you  be  inclined  to  infer  from  that  that  the  improve- 
ment in  health  contiuued  so  long  as  such  patient  was  under  favourable  con- 
ditions ? — Yes ;  good  food  and  healthy  surroundings  no  doubt  exert  a  bene- 
ficial influence,  but  when  patients  return  to  poor  living  and  unhealthy 
surroundings,  that  no  doubt  tends  to  induce  the  disease.  I  do  not  know  of 
any  case  where  there  has  been  a  permanent  cure. 

1909.  Nor  any  permanent  cure  from  medicinal  treatment  ? — No. 

1910.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Do  you  know  of  any  drugs  that  have  a  material 
effect  upon  the  disease  ? — Gurjun  oil  is  used,  and  I  have  always  allowed 
patients  as  much  fat  as  possible,  but  whether  it  does  good  I  cannot  say. 

1911.  Have  you  seen  any  drug  which  has  any  effect  on  the  disease  ? — 

No. 

1912.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  In  the  arrested  cases  you  spoke  of,  what  was 
the  form  of  the  disease  ?— The  anaesthetic  form.  The  patients  came  back 
with  their  faces  swollen  and  ulcerated,  the  voice  was  gone,  and  they  ulti- 
mately died  of  phthisis. 

1913.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  case  of  tubercular  leprosy  arrested? — 
No.  The  tubercular  cases  generally  progress,  but  the  anaesthetic  form  seems 
more  amenable  to  arrest  than  the  other. 

1914.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Have  you  followed  up  any  of  those  arrested  cases 
for  any  considerable  time  ? — As  long  as  they  remained  in  hospital  they  con- 
tinued well. 

1915.  How  loQgiiid  you  observe  them  ? — Several  years. 

1916.  More  than  ten  years?— They  were  not  so  long  in  the  hospital  as 
ten  years.  Formerly  we  used  to  send  them  away ;  it  is  only  latterly  that 
we  kept  the  females  on  the  mainland,  because  they  were  always  trying  to 
have  connection. 

1917.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  arrested  cases  in  Europeans  ? — No. 

1918.  Dr.  Edington.']  If  you  saw  any  case  that  was  free  from  ulceration, 
would  you  consider  that  such  a  patient  could  bo  allowed  to  go  at  large  during 
the  arrested  stage  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  allow  such  a 
case  to  go  at  large ;  a  patient  might  revert  at  any  moment  to  his  former 
condition  and  be  the  means  of  danger. 

1919.  Chairman.']  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  system  of  segregation 
under  the  existing  Act  ? — Yes  :  a  patient  is  removed  to  the  island  upon  the 
certificate  of  a  medical  man  and  the  field-cornet,  under  the  Governor's 
warrant. 

1920.  Do  you  consider  the  present  mode  is  sufficient  to  safeguard  the 
interests  of  lepers  ?— I  think  it  would  be,  as  well  to  have  two  medical  certifi- 
cates, the  same  as  in  lunacy  cases. 

1921.  Dr.  Edington.']  Do  you  think  the  certificate  of  a  field-cornet  is  of 
much  value  ? — No ;  it  is  not  worth  the  paper  it  is  written  on.  He  might 
knoW  when  he  saw  a  case  of  advanced  leprosy  but  not  otherwise. 
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1922.  Who  do  you  think  should  be  compelled  to  give  information  about     p^  zfnMerg. 
any  case  of  leprosy;  would  you  be  in  favour  of  making  it  obligatory  on  — 
medical  men  to  report  such  cases  ? — It  would  be  well  if  the  Segregation  Act 

is  to  be  carried  out.     I  think  all  medical  men  should  be  compelled  to 
report  cases  of  leprosy. 

1923.  Chairman.']  If  a  medical  man  went  to  a  house  in  the  ordinary 
way,  and  happened  to  see  a  leper  there,  do  you  think  he  should  be  compelled 
to  go  to  the  magistrate  and  report  it  ? — Yes. 

1924.  Would  not  that  tend  to  the  concealment  of  the  disease  ? — People 
have  always  tried  to  conceal  it, 

1925.  Would  it  not  tend  to  increase  the  tendency  to  concealment  ? — 
No.    People  would  come  to  recognise  that  it  was  the  law. 

1926.  How  would  you  get  cases  not  under  medical  attendance  to  the 
notice  of  the  authorities  ;  would  you  make  it  incumbent  on  the  householder 
to  report  them  ? — Householders  have  to  report  infectious  and  contagious 
diseases  at  present. 

1927.  Would  you  include  leprosy  ? — If  there  is  a  case  of  leprosy  likely 
te  be  a  source  of  public  danger,  I  think  a  medical  man  should  be  compelled 
to  report  it. 

1928.  Would  you  compel  householders  to  report  ? — Yes,  in  addition  to 
the  medical  attendant. 

1929.  To  the  local  authorities  whoever  they  might  be  ? — Yes. 

1930.  In  connection  with  the  question  of  segregation,  would  you  be  in 
favour  of  having  a  probationary  station  to  receive  these  lepers,  or  would  you 
transmit  them  direct  to  the  island  ? — I  would  keep  doubtful  cases  under 
observation. 

1931.  Would  you  keep  all  cases  under  observation  for  a  time  ? — Cases 
admitting  of  no  doubt  in  regard  to  diagnosis  could  be  forwarded  at  once. 

1932.  Would  you  empower  the  authorities  at  the  hospital  to  keep  all 
patients  there  for  a  probationary  period  as  a  safeguard  against  error  in  diag- 
nosis ? — Yes. 

1933.  Would  you  specify  a  time  within  which  such  cases  should  be 
reported  on  ? — ^That  I  could  not  say. 

1934.  Would  you  say  three  months  was  a  sufficient  time  to  detain  a 
patient  under  observation  ? — I  think  so. 

1935.  Who  would  you  call  upon  to  report  on  doubtful  cases ;  would 
you  say  the  officials  of  the  hospital  or  would  you  have  a  separate  Board  ? — I 
think  there  should  be  a  separate  Board  to  examine  such  patients  where  there 
was  any  doubt ;  it  would  be  better  than  the  officials. 

1936.  Do  you  think  the  segregation  on  Eobben  Island  should  be 
complete  as  regards  the  sexes  ? — Yes. 

1937.  Would  you  fix  any  limit  as  to  age ;  do  you  think  where 
women  had  passed  the  child  bearing  age,  married  couples  might  live 
together  ? — Yes.   I  would  modify  segregation  in  that  direction. 

1938.  Would  you  under  any  circumstances  discharge  patients  from 
Eobben  Island  if  they  su:ffered  from  leprosy  ? — ^If  there  is  any  meaning 
in  segregation,  I  say  once  a  leper  always  a  leper, 

1939.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  establishing  leper  residences  on 
the  mainland  ? — I  think  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  keep  the  lepers 
together.  I  think  they  would  escape.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  more 
difficult  class  to  deal  with  than  lepers. 

1940.  White  as  well  as  coloured  ? — I  can  only  speak  as  to  those  I 
have  under  my  care ;  they  belong  to  the  lower  class.  The  better 
educated  class  might  be  more  amenable  to  discipline  if  they  were  removed 
to  the  mainland. 

1941.  Your  great  objection  would  be  the  difficulty  of  preserving  com- 
plete segregation  on  the  mainland  ? — Yes.  If  farms  were  properly  enclosed, 
leper  patients  might  be  allowed  to  be  isolated  there  perhaps. 
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p  ifwisitr  1942.  Would  it  be  necessary  to  liave  guards  and  warders  to  watch  the 

,    *     lepers  ? — Yes. 

Feb.  Htb,  1894.  1943.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  carry  out  the  isolation  of 

the  better  class  of  lepers  on  their  own  farms  or  in  their  own  houses  ? — I  think 
you  would  find  it  very  difficult. 

1944.  "Would  it  be  more  difficult  to  deal  with  the  coloured  classes? — 

Yes. 

1945.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  modifying  the  Segregation  Act  in  the 
case  of  the  more  cultured  patients  in  the  direction  alluded  to  ? — I  think  so. 

1946.  Could  they  be  isolated  on  their  own  farms  ? — I  think  so,  if  they 
were  watched. 

1947.  You  think  there  should  be  a  guard  over  the  farm  ? — Yes. 

1948.  Would  not  the  people  round  the  farm  shun  such  patients  ? — If  it 
was  a  repulsive  case  they  might,  but  not  otherwise. 

1949.  With  reference  to  isolation,  would  you  take  into  consideration 
the  stage  of  the  disease  ;  if  it  was  in  the  early  stage  would  you  let  a  white 
patient  be  isolated  on  his  own  farm  ? — Yes. 

1950.  And  in  the  case  of  coloured  patients  also  ? — Yes  ;  you  could  not 
have  class  legislation.  They  would  look  upon  it  as  a  hardship  if  they  had 
not  the  same  privileges.  You  must,  however,  have  thorough  isolation  in  any 
case,  which  would  be  most  difficult. 

1951.  I>r.  Edington.']  Suppose  you  had  to  deal  with  white  patients 
who  were  fairly  well  to  do  and  who  did  not  care  to  be  removed  to  Eobben 
Island,  would  you  have  any  objection  personally  to  small  leper  stations  on 
the  mainland  attached  to  the  principal  asylums  throughout  the  Colony,  if 
there  was  proper  segregation  ? — I  do  not  think  I  would  have  any  objection. 
They  might  have  separate  accommodation  according  to  their  means. 

1952.  Chairman.']  Do  all  the  patients  on  Eobben  Island  live  together  ? — 
The  white  and  coloured  patients  are  separated. 

1953.  Are  the  forms  of  the  disease  classified  on  the  island  ?— I  have 
not  been  there  for  some  time. 

1954.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  Eobben  Island  is  a  suitable  place  for  a 
leper  establishment  ? — It  is  so  far  favourable  for  segregation  that  it  is  away 
from  the  mainland,  but  I  think  at  certain  times  of  the  year  it  is  very  cold 
and  bleak  for  the  patients. 

1955.  At  what  times? — In  the  winter  season. 

1956.  Is  the  climate  favourable  in  the  summer  season  ? — Eairly  so,  like 
everywhere  else  it  is  hot  in  the  summer  and  there  are  no  trees  for  shelter. 
It  is  unbearably  hot  at  certain  times  of  the  year. 

1957.  Are  the  conditions  of  Eobben  Island  generally  as  to  climate  and 
soil  prejudicial  in  any  way  to  the  lepers  ? — I  do  not  think  they  are  the  most 
favourable  you  could  find. 

1958.  Would  they  be  unfavourable  for  lepers  coming  down  from  higher 
altitudes,  as  for  instance  from  Bloemfontein  ? — Eobben  Island  is  exposed  to 
the  north-west  winds  in  winter,  which  are  prejudicial  to  patients  wherever 
they  come  from. 

1959.  Have  you  any  records  to  show  that  the  death  rate  is  greater  in 
winter  ? — Some  of  the  lepers  have  lived  a  long  time  on  the  island.  The 
hospital  returns  would  show  whether  the  death  rate  is  greater  in  winter. 

1960.  Is  the  absence  of  trees  a  drawback  ? — Yes. 

1961.  Do  you  think  that  can  be  overcome  ? — Yes  ;  no  doubt  trees  could 
be  got  to  grow. 

1962.  Are  there  any  points  in  favour  of  Eobben  Island  except  that  it 
is  away  from  the  mainland  ? — That  is  about  all. 

1963.  Is  the  view  good  ? — Yes. 

1964.  Could  the  island  be  improved  by  tree-planting? — ^Yes.  Money 
will  overcome  everything. 

1965.  Have  you  ever  lived  on  Eobben  Island  yourself? — No;  I  haye 
only  visited  the  place. 
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1966.  Do  you  think  the  Leprosy  Act  works  well  at  present  ?— I  could 
not  say. 

1967.  Have  you  no  information  on  that  point? — No. 

1968.  Do  you  think  that  people  are  really  glad  to  allow  their  leprous 
relatives  to  go  to  the  island  ? — I  have  no  information  as  to  that. 

1969.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  that? — I  think  myself  that 
although  they  make  a  fuss,  in  many  cases  they  are  glad,  especially  so  with 
regard  to  the  lower  class.    The  Malays  have  always  raised  a  strong  objection. 

1970.  Are  you  conversant  with  the  administration  on  Eobben  Island  ? 
—No. 

1971.  Do  you  inspect  the  island  occasionally? — No. 

1972.  Is  there  any  danger  of  leprosy  coming  into  the  Colony  from  the 
neighbouring  states  ? — It  is  possible. 

1973.  And  from  the  sea  cost  ? — Yes. 

1974.  How  would  you  prevent  that  aspect  of  the  question? — I  suppose 
if  any  such  lepers  are  in  the  Colony  they  become  amenable  to  the  Act, 

1975.  Could  you  make  any  suggestion  with  regard  to  finding  out  lepers 
when  they  come  into  the  Colony? — There  wouldbe  some  difficulty. 

Mr.  Samuel  Needham  examined.  Mr. 

S.  Needham. 

1976.  Chairman.']  "What  is  your  position  ?— I  am  superintendent  at  the 
Old  Somerset  Hospital. 

1977.  Have  you  held   that   appointment  for  many  years  ? — Since 
September  1st  1875. 

1978.  Have  you  among  your  books  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  any 
records  showing  the  time  when  lepers  were  first  admitted  at  the  Hospital  ? — 
The  only  records  I  have  got  relate  to  the  females. 

1979.  Were  there  any  records  before  you  came? — No. 

1980.  Since  you  came  in  1875,  haye  you  established  any  system  of 
recording  the  entrance  and  discharge  of  leper  patients  ? — Yes ;  the  date  of 
admission,  the  time  of  their  stay,  when  discharged  and  how  discharged. 

1981.  Can  the  Commission  have  access  to  the  books  ? — Yes. 

1982.  That  was  antecedent  to  there  being  any  law  as  to  segregation,  and 
therefore  lepers  could  at  that  time  go  out  and  come  in  as  they  pleased  ;  when 
did  that  cease  to  be  so  ? — On  the  4th  of  February,  1887.  The  lepers  are  now 
passed  through  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  to  Eobben  Island. 

1983.  Originally  lepers  could  claim  their  own  discharge,  could  they  not  ? 
—Yes. 

1984.  Now  the  Old  Somerset  is  only  used  as  receiving  house  for  lepers, 
is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

1985.  Are  the  lepers  kept  separate  from  the  other  patients  ?— Yes,  there 
is  a  separate  room  for  them. 

1986.  Have  you  any  records  bearing  upon  the  health  and  condition  of 
the  lepers  at  the  hospital  ? — No. 

1987.  Were  they  ever  at  any  time  allowed  to  mix  freely  with  the 
chronic  sick  ? — No  :  they  were  in  a  yard  by  themselves,  and  not  allowed  to 
mix  with  the  chronic  sick.  They  had  a  small  yard  of  their  own,  and  a  bath- 
room, closet,  and  so  on,  separate  from  the  others. 

1988.  Did  you  find  the  lepers  a  difficult  class  of  persons  to  deal  with  ? 
— Yes,  very  much  so. 

1989.  Do  you  speak  of  the  white  or  the  coloured? — The  coloured  are 
the  most  disodedient,  insolent  and  troublesome  :  they  simply  set  you  at 
defiance. 

1990.  Would  that  be  a  difficulty  if  the  lepers  were  allowed  on  the  main- 
land ? — Yes.  It  would  be  difficult  to  keep  them  in  order  without  guards. 
The  coloured  lepers  are  more  difficult  to  deal  with  than  the  white  patients. 

1991.  Have  you  gathered  that  from  actual  observation  ? — Yes. 


Dr. 
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^liham  1992.  Have  you  any  records  of  any  breaches  of  discipline  by  lepers  ? — 

—     "      I  cannot  say  from  memory. 

4th,  1894.  19  9  3.  Will  you  look  that  up  ? — Yes,  if  it  was  anything  serious  it  would 

be  entered  in  the  report  book. 

1994.  Would  it  be  recorded  in  any  other  form  ? — No.  They  have  set 
Dr.  Landsberg,  the  matron,  and  myself  at  defiance. 

1996.  How  did  you  deal  with  them  ? — You  could  do  nothing.  The 
magistrate  said  they  would  have  to  be  brought  to  town  to  be  dealt  with. 

1996.  You  think  that  if  such  patients  were  segregated  on  the  mainland 
.  they  would  be  difficult  to  deal  with  unless  they  were  guarded  ? — Yes,  and 

it  would  be  a  difficult  job  then. 

1997.  Have  there  been  many  white  lepers  at  the  hospital  ? — A  good 
many  have  passed  through. 

1998.  Did  you  find  less  difficulty  in  dealing  with  them? — There  was 
never  any  trouble  as  far  as  I  remember. 

1999.  Were  some  of  the  white  lepers  persors  of  a  superior  stamp  and 
who  had  property  ? — I  cannot  remember  any  case  of  that  sort.  We  have 
only  females  now  permanently  at  the  hospital.  They  complain  very  much 
of  being  detained. 

2000.  Dr.  Greathead.l  Do  you  consider  that  the  male  lepers  are  suffi- 
ciently isolated  at  present  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  ? — I  think  so.  We 
do  not  keep  them  there  any  time. 

2001.  Can  the  chronic  sick  patients  get  to  them  ? — They  can  converse 
with  them,  but  the  attendants  and  warders  are  constanly  about  to  and  fro. 

2002.  Have  you  ever  found  any  of  the  other  patients  in  the  leper 
department  ? — Never.  I  should  book  them  as  soon  as  they  transgressed  the 
rule. 

2003.  Is  not  the  gate  often  left  open  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is  much 
risk  of  any  communication. 

2004.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  case  that  you  could  attribute  to  contagion  ? 
— There  was  an  Englishman  who  passed  through  my  hands  some  years  ago. 
I  think  he  came  from  Saldanah  Bay.  He  seemed  rather  backward  at  con- 
versation at  first,  but  he  let  out  that  he  got  leprosy  through  cohabiting  with 
a  Hottentot  woman  who  died  from  the  disease. 

2005.  What  became  of  that  man  ? — I  could  not  say.  I  forwarded  him 
on  to  the  island. 

2006.  Is  he  there  now  ?— No. 

2007.  Do  you  know  his  name? — No,  it  is  10  or  11  years  ago;  he  was 
a  seafaring  man.  He  only  passed  through  the  hospital  on  his  way  to  the 
island. 

2008.  Have  you  no  record  of  the  patients  passing  through ;  their  names 
and  so  on  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

2009.  Could  you  trace  this  case  in  any  way  ? — He  had  been  a  sea- 
faring man  and  had  deserted  from  his  ship.  He  was  an  elderly  Englishman, 
healthy  looking,  about  five  feet  high. 

2010.  Do  you  think  he  could  be  traced? — I  think  he  could  be.  .  He" 
said  that  that  was  the  only  way  he  could  account  for  the  disease ;  he  had 
nothing  the  matter  with  him  when  he  left  his  ship,  I  felt  very  sorry  for  him 
as  he  seemed  of  the  better  class.     I  had  a  long  talk  with.  him. 

2011.  Did  he  say  anything  about  the  woman? — He  told  me  that  she 
died  of  the  disease. 

2012.  Where? — Somewhere  about  Saldanah Ba3^ 

2013.  This  was  just  the  man's  statement  ? — Yes. 

2014.  Did  he  give  you  anj^  other  information ? — No;  he  said  that  hei 
had  no  symptoms  before. 

2016.  Do  you  know  of  any  case  of  contagion  among  the  attendants  at 
the  hospital  ?— No, 

2016.  Do  you  know  of  any  case  of  leprosy  spreading  to  the  chronic 
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sick  ? — No  ;  my  attendants  used  to  sleep  in  the  same  room  as  the  female  lepers,      ^  ^^dham. 
afld  there  was  never  a  case  of  contagion,  they  never  oven  complained  of  ill       '  - 

,  ,  Feb.  14tn,  1894. 

health. 

2017.  I'hat  is  since  1887  ?— Yes  ;  from  1875  to  1887.  The  attendants 
sleep  continually  in  the  same  ward,  and  there  is  a  daily  average  of  twelve 
patients.  I  have  sent  the  nurse  over  to  the  island  in  charge,  and  she  has 
remained  there  some  time. 

2018.  Have  you  any  other  records  bearing  upon  the  question  of  leprosy 
at  all  ? — None  whatever. 

2019.  Do  you  know  whether  any  medical  histories  of  the  cases  at  the 
Old  Somerset  Hospital  have  been  kept  ? — No. 

2020.  Was  any  book  kept  from  1875  to  1887  detailing  the  cases  ? 
— There  were  no  books  at  all  when  I  went  there  except  one  showing  the 
date  of  admission  and  the  date  of  discharge,  or  death. 


Cape  Town,  Thursday,  February  loth,  1894. 


Dr.  Fismer, 
Dodds, 
„  Greaihead, 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Edington, 
,,  Herman. 


•  Dr 

Dr.  Geo  rye  Eyre  examined.  Q,„,.g,  Eyy,_ 

2021.  Chairman.']  Do  you  hold  any  official  appointment  in  connection  Feb.  i5th,  iS94. 
with  Eobben  Island  now  ? — No. 

2022.  I  believe  you  did  at  one  time,  did  you  not  ? — 'Yes.     I  was  once 
assistant  surgeon  at  Eobben  Island. 

2023.  What  date  was  that?— In  1890. 

2024.  How  long  did  you  hold  that  appointment  ? — I  think  about  nine 
months. 

2025.  Was  Eobben  Island  at  that  time  used  as  a  leper  establishment  ? 
—Yes. 

2026.  Have  you  any  practical  knowledge  of  the  disease  known  as 
leprosy  ? — Yes.  I  had  charge  of  the  male  leper  section  entirely ;  it  was 
quite  under  my  control. 

2027.  Had  you  any  knowledge  of  the  disease  previous  to  taking  up 
your  appointment  ? — No. 

2028.  Did  you  make  a  study  of  the  disease  while  you  were  on  Eobben 
Island  ?— Yes. 

2029.  From  what  aspect  did  you  approach  the  study  of  the  disease, 
from  a  clinical,  pathological,  or  bacteriological  aspect  ? — Principally  from  a 
clinical  aspect.  I  had  no  means  of  making  any  bacteriological  investigations. 
I  made  a  great  many  post-mortem  examinations. 

2030.  Were  there  many  cases  of  leprosy  on  Eobben  Island  at  that  time  ? 
— I  think  about  150. 

2031.  What  forms  of  the  disease  did  you  see  there  ? — I  saw  the  tuber- 
cular form  the  anaesthetic  form  and  the  mixed  form. 

2032.  Did  you  see  cases  of  leprosy  with  syphilis  super-added  ? — I  never 
noticed  a  case  of  that  kind. 

2033.  Were  some  of  the  cases  under  your  professional  care  and  treat- 
ment at  that  time? — All  the  male  lepers. 

2034.  Were  the  cases  classified  at  that  time  and  records  kept  ? — I  took 
be  iweon  30  and  40  cases  in  very  great  detail,  and  they  were  recorded  in  the 
case  book  on  the  island,  I  suppose  it  is  there  now. 
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Geo^l'r.yre  2035.  Woulcl  jou  cxplaiu  to  the  Commission  what  you  mean  by  the 

term  "  commiinicability  "  or  "  contagion  "  in  regard  to  leprosy? — I  should  say 
Feb.  loth,  1894.    ^^^^  contagiou  meant  that  the  disease  was  transmissible  from  one  individual 
to  another  by  actual  contact. 

2036.  Would  you  say  that  it  was  communicable  in  a  mediate  way  through 
articles  of  food  or  utensils  in  ordinary  use? — I  think  that  articles  of  clothing 
would  be  perhaps  the  most  common  vehicle  for  the  transmission  of  the  disease. 
I  do  not  think  that  a  broken  surface  is  necessary.  In  several  cases  that  I 
took  it  seemed  very  likely  that  the  disease  was  spread  through  sleeping  be- 
tween the  same  sheets.  There  were  several  cases  in  which  the  disease 
appeared  to  have  been  spread  in  that  way. 

2037.  In  your  opinion  is  leprosy  contagious  under  the  conditions  you 
have  already  mentioned  ? — Yes. 

2038.  Have  you  in  your  possession  any  records  to  support  that  view  ? — 
In  the  records  on  Eobben  Island  there  are  several  cases  to  exemplify  that. 

2039.  Can  they  be  placed  before  the  Commission  ? — Yes. 

2040.  Have  you  any  cases  now  under  observation,  or  were  there  when 
you  left  Robben  Island,  which  would  illustrate  this  mode  of  spreading  the 
disease  among  patients  who  are  living  ? — I  cannot  say  whether  they  are  living 
now,  they  were  at  the  time  I  left  the  island. 

2041.  Are  the  names  on  record  ? — Yes,  I  believe  they  are  accessible ; 
I  think  the  records  were  very  complete. 

2042.  Dr.  Herman.^  Was  there  any  evidence  to  show  that  the  persons 
from  whom  the  leprosy  was  spread  had  any  ulcerated  surfaces  ? — I  do  not 
remember  those  particulars. 

2043.  Take  the  case  of  a  leper  suffering  from  the  anaesthetic  form  of  the 
disease,  without  any  broken  surface  anywhere,  and  a  healthy  person  slept 
in  the  same  bed,  would  tho  latter  run  any  risk  at  all  in  your  opinion  ? — I 
suppose  if  there  was  no  ulceration  wliatever,  that  the  risk  would  be  very 
small  indeed.  It  would  no  doubt  be  immensely  increased  if  there  was  any 
ulceration. 

2044.  Do  you  think  it  is  necessary  for  the  spread  of  the  contagion  that 
ulceration  should  exist  in  the  original  case  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

2045.  Dr.  Edington."]  Do  you  believe  there  is  any  form  of  the  disease 
with  desquamation  or  ichthyosis  ? — I  think  in  the  case  of  ansesthetic  leprosy 
especially  there  were  large  areas  of  eruption  of  a  different  colour  from  the 
rest  of  the  skin,  and  over  these  patches  there  was  desquamation  in  many  cases. 
I  do  not  know  whether  you  would  call  that  a  sign  of  anassthetic  or  tubercular 
leprosy.    I  never  saw  any  desquamation  over  the  tubercles  on  tho  face. 

2046.  Dr.  Herman.']  Does  not  the  skin  of  a  leper  present  a  peculiar 
appearance  ;  shiny  and  glazed  as  if  certain  portions  might  easily  be  rubbed  off  ? 
— Yes.  In  the  early  stages  of  the  disease  there  is  a  special  eruption  which  is 
totally  distinct  from  the  tubercular  process  that  comes  on  afterwards,  and 
exists  in  both  anaesthetic  and  tubercular  leprosy. 

2047.  It  is  not  necessary  for  any  of  those  eruptions  to  go  on  to  the 
stage  of  discharge  or  ulceration  before  the  patient  becomes  a  centre  of  in- 
fection ;  you  believe  that  infection  may  pass  altogether  apart  from  an  un- 
broken surface  ? — If  I  remember  distinctly  that  is  so.  I  think  there  were 
cases,  but  that  you  would  be  able  to  find  out  from  the  records  that  were  kept. 

2048.  Dr.  Edington.']  Have  you  noticed  carefully  whether  there  was 
any  desquamation  of  the  tubercles  in  the  face  ? — lS"o.    I  never  noticed  that. 

2049.  What  year  were  you  on  Eobben  Island  ? — In  1890. 

2050.  Was  there  a  doctor  on  the  island  about  that  time  cugnged  in 
obtaining  materials  for  bacteriological  investigations  ? — IS"o  ;  he  was  not 
there  in  my  time. 

2051.  Chairman.]  Are  there  certain  forms  of  the  disease  in  your 
opinion  when  it  is  not  contagious ;  is  it  contagious  for  instance  in  the  early 
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gtage  ? — It  is  very  difficult  to  form  an  opinion  on  that  point.  There  is  no  oeo^e  Eyre 
evidence  to  saow  the  time  when  contagion  occurs.  — 

2052.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  stage  when  the  disease  is  not  con- 
tagious  ? — I  have  formed  no  opinion. 

2053.  Do  you  consider  that  the  disease  arises  solely  from  contagion  ? 
— I  should  say  it  arises  solely  from  contagion,  with  hereditary  predisposition. 

2063a.  You  have  not  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  stages  in  which  the 
disease  would  be  non-contagious  ? — No. 

2054.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  Would  you  consider  leprosy  markedly  contagious 
or  only  slightly  contagious  ? — In  comparison  with  other  diseases  of  a  cjnta- 
gious  nature  I  should  call  it  slightly  contagious.  The  opportunities  for  con- 
tagion are  rare  in  comparison  with  other  diseases. 

2055.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Taking  into  consideration  that  contagion  may, 
from  your  statement,  occur  under  special  conditions,  such  as  sleeping  in 
the  same  bed  and  coming  into  contact  with  contaminated  articles,  under 
proper  hygienic  conditions  would  contagion  in  that  way  be  unusual? — 
Quite  so. 

2056.  If  that  condition  of  things  were  to  obtain  largely  among  the 
poorer  population,  do  you  think  that  contagion  would  be  slightly  contagious 
or  largely  contagious ;  in  other  words,  having  granted  a  method  by  which 
contagion  is  spread,  do  you  not  base  your  statement  that  the  disease  is 
slightly  contagious  on  the  fact  that  the  method  of  contagion  is  rare  ? — Partly 
that,  and  partly  from  the  fact  that  even  supposing  it  was  a  more  common 
method  of  contagion,  the  number  of  individuals  who  acquired  leprosy  in  that 
way  would  form  a  comparatively  small  proportion.  Taking  the  case  of  con- 
taminated sheets;  if  you  had  100  men  say,  sleeping  between  sheets  con- 
taminated by  a  leper  patient,  it  might  be  only  two  or  three  who  would 
acquire  the  disease  in  that  way. 

2057.  What  do  you  consider  would  be  a  convenient  factor  in  contagion? 
— Suppose  contagion  takes  place  through  the  bacillus  entering  through  the 
sweat  pores,  that  might  be  a  difficult  means  of  entry. 

2058.  You  are  aware  perhaps  that  tuberculosis  is  comparatively  common 
in  Great  Britain,  and  that  experiments  ha^'e  been  made,  having  for  their 
object  the  examination  of  the  dust  in  crowded  rooms  and  so  on,  but  the 
amount  of  infection  that  takes  place  is  not  great ;  does  there  in  your  opinion 
require  to  be  lowered  vitality  on  the  part  of  patients  in  order  to  take  the 
disease  ? — Taking  the  analogy  of  all  other  infectious  diseases,  lowered  vitality 
is  an  important  factor  in  the  case. 

2059.  Dr.  Herman.']  Are  there  degrees  of  contagion  in  different 
diseases,  or  are  there  certain  peculiar  circumstances  which  favour 
contagion  ?  -  I  am  inclined  to  take  into  account  that  the  way  the  contagion 
is  conveyed  may  possibly  be  unusual  in  comparison  to  the  way  it  is  conveyed 
in  other  diseases.  If  contagion  occurred  by  inoculation  through  the  lungs, 
then  no  doubt  contagion  would  be  much  more  virulent  and  frequent  than  if 
it  entered  through  the  skin. 

2060.  Suppose  it  is  stated  that  measles  is  very  highly  con- 
tagious, or  that  influenza  is  very  highly  contagious,  and  that  typhoid 
fever  is  only  slightly  so,  does  not  it  mean  that  in  the  one  instance  the  germs 
are  conveyed  probably  through  the  atmosphere  and  widely  diffused,  and  in 
the  other  that  the  germs  are  conveyed  through  faecal  matter  and  taken  into 
the  food  or  into  the  water ;  although  the  germ  may  be  widely  diffused,  yet 
the  particular  entrance  by  which  it  gains  access  to  the  human  body  may 
be  a  comparatively  difficult  one  of  access? — That  is  my  opinion. 

2061.  Supposing  we  were  to  inoculate  by  breaking  the  skin  of  100 
individuals,  would  the  result  of  that  inoculation  be  to  develope  leprosy  ? — I 
do  not  think  so ;  only  a  certain  small  proportion  would  probably  take  the 
disease,  and  a  person's  constitution  would  have  something  to  do  with  it. 

ra  io.-'9i]  s 
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G«»r^%  re  2062.  Do  you  consider  that  tlie  c  nitagiousness  of  leprosy  is  small? — 

—  *  It  is  small  in  comparison,  taking  otlier  infectious  diseases  as  a  standard. 
Feb.  15th,  1894,  2063.  Are  the  points  of  access  to  the  body  as  well  as  the  access  of  the 

germ  to  the  body  both  elements  of  comparative  rarity  in  the  development  of 
the  contagion  ? — I  think  so. 

2064.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  a  resting  stage  in  the  development  of 
the  bacillus  of  leprosy  or  that  the  individual  has  to  be  specially  predisposed 
or  under  special  conditions  before  the  contagion  is  spread  in  that  way  ? — I 
am  distinctly  of  opinion  that  the  bacillus  is  the  cause  of  the  disease. 

2065.  In  the  development  of  leprosy  do  you  think  there  is  a  stage  in 
which  the  bacillus  is  inactive,  or  that  there  is  a  certain  stage  known  as  the 
resting  stage  ;  m  other  words,  are  there  certain  forms  of  the  disease  which 
are  comparatively  harmless ;  how  do  you  account  for  it  that  only  a  com- 
paratively small  number  of  persons  become  affected  ? — In  the  first  place  I 
account  for  it  by  the  peculiarity  of  the  constitution.  It  is  the  same  with 
phthisis  ;  only  certain  persons  are  susceptible  to  the  disease.  In  the  second 
place,  I  account  for  it  by  the  difficulty  with  which  the  disease  is  inoculable 
mechanically. 

2066.  Do  you  think  the  disease  is  always  equally  virulent  ? — No. 

2067.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  Have  you  found  the  bacillus  lepree  ? — No,  never. 

2068.  Do  you  know  any  varieties  of  the  bacillus  ? — No. 

2069.  Do  you  believe  in  the  bacillus  being  present  in  the  auassthetic 
forms  of  leprosy  ? — I  believe  the  bacillus  would  be  present  in  the  anaesthetic 
form,  but  I  have  never  actually  seen  cases  under  the  microscope  showing  it. 

2070.  Do  you  consider  the  anaesthetic  form  is  as  contagious  as  the  tu- 
bercular form? — Yes,  I  do. 

2071.  In  all  its  stages  ?— Yes. 

2072.  Do  you  look  upon  the  mixed  form  as  an  entirely  different  type,  does 
the  aneesthetic  form  take  on  the  tubercular  and  the  tubercular  the  aneesthetic, 
or  is  it  the  mixed  form  from  the  beginning  ? — If  I  remember  rightly,  there 
were  some  cases  which  were  purely  of  one  type  at  the  commencement,  and 
then  the  other  types  were  superadded. 

2073.  Have  you  seen  cases  of  that  sort  ? — Yes,  I  have. 

2074.  How  many  members  of  one  family  have  you  seen  affected  ? — I 
have  drawn  up  some  family  trees,  and  I  have  one  here  where  17  members 

ere  affected. 

2075.  Were  those  all  of  one  type  ? — No,  they  were  different ;  pure  tu- 
bercular, pure  aneesthetic,  and  mixed. 

2076.  Does  that  rather  make  you  believe  in  one  disease  really  ? — Yes. 

2077.  The  type  rather  depends  on  the  individual  than  on  any  peculiarity 
in  the  bacillus,  does  it  not  ? — I  think  so.  I  think  it  is  the  same  disease 
exactly. 

2078.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  I  understand  that  you  only  regard  leprosy  as  slightly 
contagious  as  a  rule  ? — Yes,  I  think  the  opportunities  for  contagion  are  rare. 

2079.  But  you  admit  that  under  certain  conditions  the  risk  of  contagion 
may  be  greatly  increased  ? — Yes.  I  think  for  example,  that  if  a  person 
used  the  same  tools,  a  spade  for  instance,  as  a  leper,  the  risk  of  contagion 
would  be  a  good  deal  increased. 

2080.  In  the  family  groups  you  have  taken  did  you  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  danger  of  contagion  seemed  to  be  considerably  increased 
for  some  reason  or  other  ? — Yes,  the  people  live  together  very  much.  I 
have  here  the  case  of  a  wife,  daughter  and  son  affected  with  leprosy.  They 
would  naturally  live  in  the  same  house  and  very  likely  use  the  same  clothing. 

2081.  Dr.  Herman.'^  In  working  with  the  same  tools,  is  it  the  sweat  that 
carries  the  contagion  ? — Very  likely.  If  I  remember  rightly,  it  was  an 
extremely  common  story  that  leprosy  had  been  taken  through  using  the 
same  spade  that  a  leper  had  used. 

2082.  Dr.  Dodds.j  How  would  you  account  for  the  spread  of  the 
disease  in  tjtie  iSandwich  Islands  ? — I  do  not  know. 
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2083.  Would  not  that  show  that  under  certain  conditions  leprosy  may  ^, 
become  more  than  slightly  contagious  ? — Yes  ;  it  may.    I  do  not  know  the  '— 
conditions  of  life  there  at  all.  1***^'  ^^^^ 

2084.  Dr.  Greathead.']  In  cases  where  the  disease  was  spread  through 
using  a  spade,  are  you  sure  the  leper  was  not  in  the  ulcerated  stage,  and 
that  there  was  no  pus  or  discharge  on  the  spade  ? — I  do  not  remember 
accurately  the  particulars.  I  investigated  the  case  at  the  time,  and  I  wrote  the 
particulars  down,  and  they  are  recorded.  I  asked  if  ulcers  had  already 
appeared,  but  I  do  not  remember  what  answer  I  got. 

2085.  Dr.  Edington.  j  Taking  into  consideration  what  you  have  just 
stated  about  using  the  same  tools,  do  you  think  there  is  any  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  lepers  acting  as  salesmen  or  hawkers? — I  should  think 
there  would  be.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  danger  is  great,  but  I  should 
say  that  there  was  a  danger,  especially  where  fruit  is  sold. 

2086.  Would  the  selling  of  meat,  butter,  or  milk  by  lepers  be  a  source 
of  danger  ? — Yes,  I  should  say  so, 

2087.  Would  it  be  a  grave  danger  ? — It  is  difficult  to  say  how  great 
the  risk  of  contagion  would  be  in  those  cases.  It  would  not  be  anything 
like  so  great  as  using  a  spade  which  had  been  previously  used  by  a  leper. 

2088.  Lepers  have  been  found  packing  butter,  selling  strawberries,  and 
so  on  ;  would  you  prohibit  that  ? — I  should  be  inclined  to  prohibit  it. 

2089.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  you  think  that  articles  like  milk  and  butter 
would  convey  contagion,  or  would  they  kill  the  germs  ? — I  think  it  depends 
upon  what  you  suppose  is  the  mode  of  entrance  of  the  germ  into  the  system. 
If  you  think  that  the  germs  entering  into  the  system  by  the  mouth  would  be 
equally  contagious  as  the  germs  entering  through  the  skin,  I  think  then  there 
would  be  danger  in  milk  and  butter.    It  all  depends  upon  that. 

2090.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Would  you  consider  that  hawkers  who  are  leprous 
would  be  a  danger  to  the  public  ? — Yes,  I  should  think  so. 

2091.  Chairman.']  Irrespective  of  the  stage  of  the  disease? — Quite  so. 

2092.  Does  the  disease  ever  arise  spontaneously  ? — I  do  not  think  it 
does.  I  have  no  evidence  one  way  or  the  other.  My  impression  is  that  it 
does  not. 

2093.  Are  there  any  cases  on  record  which  would  bear  out  the  theory 
that^the  disease  arises  spontaneously  ? — No. 

2094.  Does  every  case  that  has  come  under  your  observation  negative 
that  idea  ? — Yes. 

2095.  If  the  disease  did  arise  spontaneously  or  otherwise,  are  there  any 
articles  of  diet  which  would  favour  its  origin  or  its  spread  ? — I  think  not. 

2096.  Would  inferior  grain,  salt  fish,  or  diseased  fish  favour  it  ? — I 
think  not. 

2097.  You  think  such  things  would  have  no  influence  on  the  disease? 
— I  think  there  is  conclusive  evidence  that  the  disease  can  arise  quite  indepen- 
dently of  a  fish  diet. 

2098.  Dr.  Edington.']  Have  you  seen  the  report  of  the  Indian  Leprosy 
Commission  ? — No. 

2099.  They  use  the  term  de  novo  origin  in  connection  with  leprosy, 
that  is  to  say,  they  take  into  consideration  whether  it  is  possible  that  the 
disease  can  arise  in  a  part  of  the  country  where  it  had  not  existed  previously 
and  be  conveyed  by  other  metbods  than  by  individuals.  Do  you  believe  the 
disease  can  arise  in  that  way,  or  have  you  any  evidence  to  show  it  ? — I  have 
no  evidence  to  show  it.  One  can  only  argue  from  analogy.  If  it  is  possible 
to  be  communicated  by  clothing,  there  is  no  reason  why,  if  clothing  is 
taken  from  one  district  to  another  and  used  without  being  washed,  the  conta- 
gion might  not  be  carried  in  that  way. 

2100.  You  cannot  admit  any  de  novo  origin  ?— There  is  no  evidence  to 
support  such  a  view  as  that. 

2101.  Dr.  Herman.']  The  Indian  Commission  state  that  in  their  opinion 
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Qio^eEyn  account  of  leprosy  being  a  very  widely  prevalent  disease,  under  certain  con- 

^     '      ditions  such,  as  climate,  soil,  moisture,  heat  food  and  predisposition  in  the  in- 
Feb.  15th  1894.    (iiyi(jnal,  it  cau  Originate  in  an  individual  without  the  mediation  of  other  cases  ? 
i.  — I  think  that  previously  existing  cases  are  absolutely  necessary. 

2102.  Dr.  Dodds.^  In  what  proportion  of  cases  did  you  find  no  cause 
to  which  to  attribute  the  disease  ? — I  do  not  remember  it  at  all. 

2103.  "Were  there  many  cases  in  which  the  history  gave  you  no  evidence 
as  to  the  cause  of  the  disease,  either  heredity,  contagion,  or  any  other  cause  ? 
— I  think  there  were  comparatively  few  cases  in  which  some  other  member 
of  the  family,  either  previously  or  at  the  time,  had  not  leprosy.  I  believe  that 
in  31  cases  out  of  81  the  disease  occurred  in  other  members  of  the  family. 

2104.  What  right  have  you  to  say  that  it  did  not  arise  spontaneously? 
— It  did  not  exclude  the  fact  that  any  of  the  other  60  might  have  come  in 
contact  with  lepers. 

2105.  Do  the  cases  contain  information  on  that  point  ? — Yes,  I  remem- 
ber them  distinctly, 

2106.  Dr.  Herinan.~\  Do  you  think  the  contagion  can  be  conveyed  by 
dust  in  the  street  from  a  leper  with  ulcers  on  his  feet  walking  about  ? — 
It  would  be  a  possible  means  of  communication  I  should  think. 

2107.  From  the  evidence  that  you  have  collected  you  think  the  disease 
can  be  communicated  by  sleeping  together  or  working  together  ? — Yes,  work- 
ing together  was  very  prominent,  but  the  fact  of  their  being  such  a  large 
number  with  leprosy  in  the  same  family  was  the  most  prominent  feature  of 
all. 

2108.  And  living  together  as  man  and  wife  ? — That  was  very  prominent 
indeed. 

2109.  Have  you  many  cases  of  that  ? — Yes,  several  cases.  On  page  32 
of  my  report  for  1890  there  is  mention  made  of  a  case  where  the  wife  became 
affected  and  the  husband  became  affected  at  the  age  of  74. 

2110.  Chairman.']  Have  you  ever  known  of  a  case  of  contagion  being 
transmitted  to  any  of  the  attendants  ? — There  is  no  recorded  case  at  Eobben 
Island,  but  there  is  a  recorded  case  of  the  disease  being  transmitted  by  the 
children  of  one  of  the  residents  on  the  island. 

2111.  Could  we  get  access  to  that  case  ? — Yes,  if  the  parents  are  still 
on  the  island  you  would  be  able  to  get  evidence  from  them. 

2112.  You  have  no  record  of  any  of  the  attendants  on  lepers  having 
acquired  leprosy  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

2113.  "We  have  it  in  evidence  that  for  several  years  attendants  at  the 
Old  Somerset  Hospital  have  slept  in  the  same  room  as  the  patients  without 
taking  the  disease  :  is  it  the  same  on  the  island  ? — I  know  of  no  case. 

2114.  Dr.  Herman.']  Did  the  healthy  attendants  on  the  island  sleep  in 
the  same  wards  as  the  patients  ? — No. 

2115.  Did  they  mess  with  the  patients? — No. 

2116.  Did  the  attendants  eat  the  same  food  as  the  lepers  ? — Certainly 
not ;  it  never  occurred  in  my  time. 

2117.  Are  they  exceedingly  careful  and  reliable  persons  ? — Yes. 

2118.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  at  one  time  the  general  intercourse 
between  the  lepers  and  the  healthy  patients  on  Eobben  Island  was  very  free ; 
did  that  condition  of  affairs  exist  during  the  time  that  you  were  there  ? 
— No  ;  the  lepers  were  carefully  avoided  by  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  on 
the  island  when  I  was  there. 

2119.  Was  that  before  the  Act  was  in  force  ? — Yes. 

2120.  When  did  you  leave  the  island  ?— I  left  at  the  end  of  1890. 

2121.  Were  the  woman  kept  absolutely  apart  ? — Yes  ;  entirely. 

2122.  A  considerable  number  of  friends  and  relatives  were  allowed  to 
visit  the  lepers,  were  they  not  ? — Yes. 

2123.  I  suppose  on  such  occasions  they  mixed  pretty  freely  with  the 
lepers  and  went  into  their  wards,  did  they  not  ? — Yes,  they  were  allowed  to 
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go  into  tlie  wards  and  see  the  lepers  at  certain  times,  but  they  were  not  choJ^l^Hyre 
allowed  to  wander  about  the  island  with  the  lepers.    All  visits  had  to  be  — 
paid  to  the  patients  in  the  wards.  ^ 

2124.  Do  you  know  of  any  case  where  the  disease  has  spread  by  this 

means  ? — -No.  : 

2125.  Did  the  friends  take  any  clothes  or  food  away  with  them  from  the 
leper  asylum  ? — I  do  not  remember  any  instance  of  that. 

2126.  Did  you  know  of  anything  being  secreted  or  taken  away;  are 
the  visitors  examined  after  they  leave  the  wards,  or  are  they  under  the  eye  of 
an  attendant  constantly  ? — They  are  under  the  eye  of  an  attendant,  who  was 
always  present  during  the  visiting  hours. 

2127.  Dr.  Dodds,']  How  many  leper  attendants  were  there  in  the  male 
leper  ward  ? — One. 

2128.  And  could  that  man  ensure  sufficient  supervision  ? — Yes. 

2129.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is  it  possible  for  one  man  to  look  after  all  the 
lepers  ? — There  were  81  in  my  time  under  the  charge  of  one  attendant  which 
was  totally  inadequate. 

2130.  "Was  visiting  going  on  in  all  the  wards  at  the  same  time  ? — Yes. 

2131.  Could  one  man  be  in  all  the  wards  at  the  same  time  ? — No. 

2132.  Were  the  visits  carried  on  entirely  without  supervision  ? — The 
attendant  could  move  from  ward  to  another. 

2133.  During  the  time  you  were  there,  were  there  any  instances  of 
healthy  children  living  in  the  leper  wards  ? — ^No. 

2134.  I  belive  you  had  charge  of  the  male  section,  had  you  not  ? — Yes 
I  only  speak  of  the  male  section. 

2135.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  female  section? — ISTo. 

2136.  Were  there  any  healthy  children  living  with  the  female  lepers  ? 
— No,  I  never  heard  of  that  till  the  other  day. 

2137.  Did  you  visit  the  female  wards? — Very  occasionally. 

2138.  All  the  evidence  you  have  deduced  and  the  experience  you  have 
gained  applies  simply  to  the  males  ?--Yes. 

2139.  Does  the  disease  differ  at  all  in  the  females? — I  think  not  from 
what  I  saw.  I  occasionally  visited  the  female  wards,  but  I  never  noticed 
any  difference. 

2140.  Are  the  males  more  susceptible  to  contagion  than  the  females ; 
are  there  more  cases  among  the  males  ? — I  think  so.  That  is  my  impression. 
I  believe  there  are  a  good  many  lepers  in  Khama's  country,  and  they  are 
segregated  by  Khama  himself. 

2142.  Chairman.']  Does  the  disease  in  your  opinion  ever  undergo 
spontaneous  cure  ? — Yes,  I  remember  one  case  in  which  it  did. 

2143.  Is  that  the  case  recorded  on  Eobben  Island  ? — Yes. 

2144.  Do  you  remember  what  form  of  the  disease  it  was  ? — Ansesthetic, 

2145.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  spontaneous  cure  occurs  in 
any  different  form  of  the  disease  ;  do  you  find  it  more  in  the  aneesthetic  or 
the  tubercular  form  ? — The  only  case  I  ever  saw  was  a  case  of  anaesthetic 
leprosy. 

2146.  Was  that  patient  alive  at  the  time  you  left  ? — Yes.  He  had  been 
on  the  island  ever  since  the  old  slave  days ;  he  was  one  of  the  first  patients 
on  the  island. 

2147.  Do  you  believe  the  disease  to  be  cured  in  that  case  or  arrested  ? 
— I  think  he  said  he  had  had  no  return  of  it  whatever  for  the  last  30  years. 

2148.  Among  the  male  cases  you  have  no  record  of  spontaneous  cure 
except  this  one  ? — No. 

2149.  Do  you  recollect  the  patient's  name  ? — No.  I  think  he  had  lost 
his  toes  if  I  remember  rightly. 

2150.  Was  this  a  case  of  ancesthetic  leprosy  ? — -Yes. 

2151.  And  you  know  of  no  cases  of  spontaneous  cure  in  any  other  form 
of  the  disease  ? — No. 
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Oeorge'kyre  2153,  Dr.  Edington~\  Kave  you  any  evidence  to  show  that  this  ever  had 

been  a  case  of  leprosy  ? — I  saw  the  case,  and  it  was  distinctly  a  case  of  leprosy. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  this  was  a  case  of  leprosy.  I  could  see  the  stumps  of  the 
toes  and  fingers. 

2154.  Chairman.']  Had  he  lost  many  fingers  or  ^toes  ? — I  think  so.  I 
think  he  had  lost  all  Ms  toes  if  I  am  not  mistaken. 

2155.  Do  you  know  anything  of  a  disease  called  Ainhum  ? — No. 

2156.  Could  you  definitely  say  that  this  patient  had  not  suffered  from 
that  ? — No,  I  could  not  say  that.  I  have  no  experience  of  the  disease  you 
mention  at  all,  but  from  the  history  of  the  case  and  all  the  appearances  at 
the  time  I  felt  sure  it  was  leprosy. 

2157.  Dr.  Herjnan.']  Did  you  regard  that  case  as  cured  at  the  time  you 
saw  it,  or  is  it  only  from  the  present  attitude  at  which  you  look  at  leprosy 
that  you  regard  it  as  cured  ? — I  regarded  the  patient  as  cured  at  the  time  I 
saw  him  ;  he  had  no  acute  symptoms  for  30  years. 

2158.  Was  he  housed  with  the  other  lepers? — Yes.  I  think  he  was  a 
washerman  if  I  remember  rightly. 

2159.  Was  it  not  rather  unfair  treatment  to  expose  him  to  further  risk 
in  that  way ;  do  you  think  he  was  at  all  likely  to  take  the  disease  again  ? — 
No. 

2160.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  Do  you  remember  whether  the  anaesthesia  had 
disappeared  ? — I  do  not  think  that  I  took  the  case  in  full,  but  it  will  be 
found  from  the  records. 

2161.  Do  you  believe  that  all  ansesthetic  cases  run  a  definite  course  to 
the  end  ? — Yes.  I  think  that  in  most  cases  first  of  all  there  is  an  eruption 
and  then  an  absorption  of  bone  and  ulceration, 

2162.  Do  the  ansesthetic  patches  heal  up  ? — Yes..  In  anaesthetic  cases 
my  experience  is  that  death  often  occurs  from  intercurrent  diseases,  such  as 
nephritis,  bronchitis,  and  pneumonia,  for  instance. 

2163.  Chairman.']  You  said  that  you  had  seen  a  self-cured  case  of  anaes- 
thetic leprosy  ? — Yes, 

2164.  Have  you  ever  seen  a  spontaneous  cure  where  there  bad  been  pre- 
existing tubercles  ? — Not  that  I  remember. 

2165.  How  do  you  distinguish  between  an  arrest  of  the  disease  and  a 
spontaneous  cure ;  is  there  any  distinction  ? — I  think  if  there  had  been  no 
active  signs  of  disease  for  a  very  long  period,  say,  for  instance,  15  or  20  years, 
the  disease  might  be  considered  cured. 

2166.  Would  it  take  a  long  period  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  would.  I  remem- 
ber oases  where  ulcerations  had  disappeared  for  a  long  time,  but  then  had 
reappeared,  showing  that  the  disease  was  active  again. 

2167.  Were  any  cases  discharged  as  cured  during  the  time  you  were  on 
tbe  island  ? — No,  not  while  I  was  there. 

2168.  Do  you  consider  the  case  you  mentioned  a  permanent  cure  ? — 
Yes,  I  think  so. 

2169.  By  what  special  signs  do  you  recognise  that  permanency  as  a 
cure  ? — The  whole  argument  for  permanency  of  cure  must  be  based  on  the 
length  of  time  during  which  there  have  been  no  active  signs  of  leprosy. 

2170.  And  the  general  health  of  the  patient  good  ? — Yes. 

2171.  How  would  you  deal  with,  such  cases  ? — I  think  I  should  watch 
such  a  case  and  keep  the  patient  under  observation,  with  periodical  visits 
from  some  competent  man  for  a  certain  time  afterwards. 

2172.  Do  you  mean  on  the  mainland  ? — Yes. 

2173.  And  in  his  own  home? — Ye.?. 

2174.  Dr.  Herman.]  We  are  told  that  out  of  about  600  cases  of  leprosy 
there  are  some  100  self -cured  cases :  from  your  own  experience  of  the  81 
cases  you  saw,  there  seems  to  be  only  one  case  of  self -cure.  Is  it  likely  that 
so  large  a  proportion  of  cases  can  have  accumulated  since  you  were  on  Eob- 
ben  Island ;  it  means  to  say  that  if  they  are  considered  to  be  self-cured,  it 
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can  only  be  based  upon  an  observation  of  four  years? — I  should  not  consider  Geo^lEyn 
that  four  years  was  a  sufficiently  long  period  to  determine  whether  a  case  _ 
was  self -cured  or  not.    There  was  only  one  case  when  1  was  on  the  island  ^'^^^^ 
certainly. 

2175.  If  we  could  trace  those  cases  back  from  the  records  to  such  a  long 
period  as  the  case  you  have  mentioned — say  ten  years — would  that  be  suffi.- 
cient  evidence  to  allow  them  to  go  free  ? — I  think  in  all  cases  where  a  leper 
was  liberated  he  should  be  kept  under  observation  for  a  certain  time  after- 
wards. 

2176.  Have  you  taken  into  consideration  what  influence  new  conditions 
of  life  might  have  on  a  self-cured  case  ;  of  course  on  the  island  a  case  is  under 
the  very  best  hygienic  conditions,  is  it  not  ? — I  have  not  considered  that, 

2177.  In  the  absence  of  accurate  clinical  records  as  to  the  non-existence 
of  active  symptons  during  the  last  10  or  15  years  in  every  individual  case, 
would  you  be  inclined  to  recommend  the  liberation  of  any  of  the  cases  on  the 
island  ? — Yes,  I  think  I  would. 

2178.  What  records  do  you  think  are  of  sufficient  value  and  to  be 
thoroughly  relied  on  to  be  taken  as  a  basis  for  the  Commission  to  work  upon 
with  regard  to  that  particular  point,  or  are  you  going  to  rely  solely  on  the 
assertions  of  the  patient  himself  ? — I  do  not  think  the  Commission  would  have 
any  reliable  records  on  that  point  to  go  upon.  Indisputable  evidence  that 
there  have  been  no  active  symptoms  during  the  last  10  or  15  years  is  the 
basis  on  which  you  must  form  your  judgment, 

2179.  What  indisputable  evidence  in  your  mind  does  exist  upon  which 
the  Commission  could  act  ? — I  should  think  the  evidence  of  people  who  had 
been  long  associated  with  the  patient.  You  would  have  to  take  a  large 
amount  of  evidence  from  relations  and  those  who  had  lived  with  them. 

2180.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  sufficiently  accurate? — I  think  it 
might  be  made  pretty  accurate  if  taken  from  a  sufficient  number  of  persons, 
so  as  to  get  a  large  amount  of  corroborative  evidence. 

2181.  From  your  experience  have  not  you  found  that  even  with  lepers 
themselves,  they  are  frequently  unaware  of  active  symptoms,  the  existence 
of  an  ulcer  for  instance  ? — I  have  not  found  that.  I  think  they  have  always 
been  avvare  of  anything  apparent  like  that. 

2182.  Dr.  Greathead.']  If  an  ansesthetic  case  passed  on  to  the  mutilation 
stage,  and  the  fingers  and  toes  were  gone,  the  wounds  healing  up  but  the 
anaesthesia  remaining,  would  you  look  on  that  as  a  case  of  cure  or  arrest,  or 
both  ? — I  should  look  upon  that  as  a  case  of  cure. 

2183.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Are  there  many  cases  like  that  ? — ISTo  ;  I  do  not  re- 
member any. 

'        2184.  Dr.  Greathead.']  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  in  which  the  anaes- 
thetic form  of  leprosy  has  disappeared  ? — No,  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

2186.  In  such  cases  have  you  found  artificial  wounds  heal  readily  by 
first  intention? — Quite  readily,  as  readily  as  in  a  healthy  individual. 

2186.  In  active  leprosy  do  artificial  wounds  heal  readily? — Yes.  In 
cases  where  1  have  had  to  amputate  a  leg,  for  instance,  for  disintegration  of 
the  bones  of  the  foot,  the  wounds  have  healed  up  by  first  intention,  although 
the  disease  was  active, 

2187.  In  tubercular  cases  do  artificial  wounds  heal  as  readily? — Yes, 
quite. 

2188.  Dr.  Herman.']  We  have  evidence  to  show  that  wounds  in  lepers 
do  not  heal  readily,  does  that  refer  simply  to  the  ordinary  leprous  ulceration  ? 
— I  supposed  it  must,  because  I  have  found  that  surgical  wounds  in  leprous 
patients  heal  quite  as  fast  as  in  healthy  individuals. 

2189.  Do  any  ulcerations  heal  badly  with  lepers? — Some  ulcerations 
are  very  intractable. 

2190.  Dr.  Greathead.]  You  would  not  attach  much  importance  to  the 
fact  of  a  wound  healing  by  first  intention>  would  you  ? — I  would  attach  no 
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Georfe\re      importance  whatever  to  it,  because  in  one  ease  of  amputation  below  the  knee 
—  the  wound  healed  remarkably  rapidly,  and  yet  all  the  bones  of  the  foot  were 

Feb.  i5tii,  1894.    complccely  disintegrated,  which  was  the  reason  for  the  amputation. 

.  2191.  Dr.  B[erman.~\  Do  lepers  stand  surgical  operations  very  well  ?- - 
Yes,  very  well  indeed.  I  have  seen  very  large  ulcers  indeed  heal.  I 
remember  one  case  of  very  large  ulcers  on  the  thigh  which  healed  very  rapidly 
under  treatment. 

2192.  Was  it  any  particular  form  of  treatment  ? — I  used  stimulating 
lotions,  sulphate  of  zinc,  and  so  on. 

2193.  Was  that  case  approaching  the  self-cured  or  arrested  stage  ?— It 
was  very  distinct  tubercular  leprosy  in  the  active  stage. 

2194.  So  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  fallacy  ia  drawing  any  inference 
as  to  the  healing  of  wounded  and  ulcerated  surfaces  in  lepers  ? — Yes,  it  is 
totally  fallacious. 

2196.  Dr.  Greathead.']  If  a  case  of  self-cured  leprosy  were  placed  under 
unfavourable  conditions  again,  as  for  instance,  if  a  patient  returned  to  a 
crowded  hut  and  lived  on  poor  food,  do  you  think  it  likely  that  the  disease 
would  break  out  afresh  ? — I  have  no  knowledge  to  enable  me  to  answer  that 
question.  The  only  case  of  arrest  thaf  I  know  of  is  the  one  I  have  mentioned, 
and  the  patient  there  had  been  under  the  best  hygienic  conditions  for  a  long 
time  both  as  regards  food,  clothing,  and  so  on. 

2196.  Dr.  Fismer,~\  You  have  only  seen  one  case  of  spontaneous  cure  I 
understand  ?— That  is  all. 

2197.  Have  you  seen  any  cure  by  therapeutic  treatment  ? — ^To. 

2198.  Have  you  seen  any  beneficial  effects  from  therapeutic  treatment? 
— None  at  all,  except  that  under  the  ordinary  medical  and  surgical  treatment 
the  ulcerations  heal  up. 

2199.  Have  you  seen  any  beneficial  effect  from  any  special  therapeutic 
treatment  ? — No.  I  remember  that  Vv^e  tried  arsenic  and  iodide  of  potassium 
pretty  extensively,  but  there  was  no  distinct  effect. 

2200.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  In  1890  there  were  several  other  cases  that  had 
been  on  the  island  over  13  years,  did  you  look  on  any  of  those  as  arrested 
cases  ? — No. 

£201.  Although  they  had  been  there  over  13  years  ? — Yes,  if  I  thought 
them  arrested  cases,  I  should  have  mentioned  it  in  my  report. 

2j02.  You  said  that  if  there  is  no  active  sign  of  disease  for  15  or  20 
years,  which  you  subsequently  modified  to  10  or  15  years,  you  might  consider 
a  case  as  cured,  do  not  you  think  that  even  10  or  15  years  might  perhaps 
be  reduced  ? — I  think  that  point  had  best  be  determined  by  investigating  a 
number  of  cases  which  have  relapsed  after  apparent  cure  and  so  fixing  a 
period  after  which  such  relapse  is  unknown. 

2203.  You  are  not  really  certain  as  to  what  the  limit  ought  to  be,  but 
you  think  that  some  limit  might  be  fixed  ?— Yes.    Some  limit  might  be  fixed. 

2204.  Has  your  clinical  experience  been  that  cases  have  sometimes  lain 
dormant  for  12  or  13  years  perhaps  without  showing  any  symptoms  what- 
ever ? — No,  that  has  not  been  my  experience  certainly.  In  all  cases  that  I 
remember  there  was  ulceration  or  absorption  of  the  bone,  or  something  of 
that  nature  within  the  period. 

2205.  Dr  Herman.']  In  other  words  I  take  it  that  there  are  no  exact 
and  definite  symptoms  as  to  when  a  patient  is  cured  of  leprosy  or  not? — No; 
I  think  you  can  only  take  the  length  of  time  as  a  criterion. 

2206.  Dr  Greathead.']  If  a  leper  with  such  appearances  ,as  you  have 
described  were  brought  to  you  as  being  cured,  would  you  at  once  discharge 
him  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

2207.  You  would  admit  him  and  keep  him  under  observation  ? — Yes. 

2208.  Dr.  Herman.]  Could  you  say  from  an  examination  of  an 
ordinary  caFe  that  such  an  individual  was  or  was  not  dangerous  to  the  public 
health  ? — X  could  not  say. 
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2209.  You  could  say  that  he  was,  but  not  that  he  was  not ? — Yes,  that  o»o^«'iiyre 
is  what  I  mean.  — 

2210.  You  think  that  all  cases  should  be  kept  under  supervision  for  15 
years  to  decide  as  to  whether  a  person  is  cured  or  not  ? — Unless  you  can  get 
reliable  evidence  as  to  the  course  of  the  disease  during  the  last  15  years,  say 
from  independent  sources. 

2211.  Do  you  think  it  is  dangerous  to  allow  all  classes  of  lepers  who 
are  self-cured  to  go  out  equally ;  suppose  a  man  belonged  to  the  lower 
class,  and  you  knew  that  if  he  were  set  free  he  would  live  under  very  bad 
hygienic  surroundings,  and  have  bad,  and  possibly  insufficient  food,  would 
you  let  him  go  free  ? —  Yes.  I  do  not  see  how  you  can  make  any  distinction. 
You  might  make  it  a  rule  that  he  should  report  himself  at  certain  periods 
suitable  to  the  case. 

2212.  Do  you  think  that  sufficient  control  could  be  kept  over  such  a 
man  as  that  ? — I  think  so  ;  he  should  be  compelled,  as  I  say,  to  report  him- 
self at  short  intervals. 

2213.  Do  you  think  sufficient  advantage  would  be  gained  from  a 
recommendation  such  as  that ;  if  there  are  so  very  few  cases  of  self -cure, 
would  the  advantage  of  letting  such  cases  go  free  compensate  for  the  possible 
risk  to  the  public  health ;  might  not,  for  instance,  those  cases  break  out 
again  ? — I  think  that  so  far  as  the  public  health  is  concerned,  it  would  be 
better  to  keep  such  cases  in  an  institution  under  supervision,  but  at  the  same 
time  I  think  it  would  be  safe,  provided  you  ensured  proper  supervision  for  a 
certain  period  after  their  discharge  to  allow  them  to  go  free. 

2214.  The  81  cases  that  remained  on  Eobben  Island  for  such  a  long 
period  have  been  gradually  filtering  down,  have  they  not ;  the  bad  ones 
have  died  off,  the  mild  ones  have  remained  for  longer  periods,  and  the  self- 
cured  cases  have  remained  still  longer  periods  ?— Yes. 

2215.  The    self- cured  cases  would  have  accumulated  if  there  had 
been  any,  would  they  not  ? — Yes. 

2216.  Where  you  have  81  cases  there  should  be  actually  a  larger 
proportion  of  self-cured  cases  than  if  you  had  brought  together  a  large 
number  of  comparatively  acute  cases  ? — Yes,  quite  so. 

2217.  Have  you  any  evidence  to  show  that  among  the  cases  dis- 
charged from  Eobben  Island  there  were  any  cases  of  self -cure  ? — ^Ko 
records  at  all.    I  do  not  think  there  were  any  discharged  in  my  time  at  all. 

2218.  Nor  at  any  period?— That  I  do  not  know. 

2219.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Do  not  you  think  that  these  self-cured  eases  were 
before  the  Act  was  in  force  and  were  kept  back  and  not  sent  to  the  island  till 
after,  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — That  may  be  so.  I  think  you  must 
make  a  criterion  of  the  length  of  time.  If  there  were  no  fresh  symptoms 
for  a  very  long  time  indeed,  then  I  think  you  might  consider  a  case  as  cured. 

2220.  Are  you  aware  that  Leloir  says  that  so  long  as  there  is  any  like- 
lihood of  there  being  the  bacillus  leprae  in  the  system  anywhere,  whether  in 
the  nerve  tissue  or  in  any  other  form  of  tissue,  it  is  rather  fallacious  to  regard 
such  case  as  a  self- cured  case ;  do  you  approach  the  subject  from  the  same 
standpoint,  or  would  you  simply  say  that  because  there  are  no  active  symp- 
toms, therefore  a  person  is  cured  ? — I  think  in  a  case  like  that  which  you 
supposed  was  spontaneously  cured,  if  you  did  find  the  bacillus  leprse,  one 
would  have  to  alter  their  opinion. 

2221.  Have  you  any  facts  derived  from  your  post  mortem  work  which 
coujd  assist  the  Commission  at  all  ? — When  I  performed  post  mortem  exami- 
nations the  subject  was  in  an  active  stage  of  the  disease. 

2222.  Do  you  know  whether  in  the  so-called  self-cured  stage  the  diseased 
tissues  become  healthy  again,  or  do  they  remain  in  the  same  state  as  before ; 
in  the  case  of  the  patient  you  mentioned,  did  the  muscles  become  firm  and 
the  motory  and  sensory  symptons  regular? — The  patient  was  particularly 
active  and  very  useful  I  think,  as  far  as  I  remember. 

[G.  10.— '94.]  T  • 
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2223.  In  cases  where  it  is  found  that  the  muscles  have  not  become 
active  again  and  the  nerves  have  not  resumed  their  functions,  would  you  also 
regard  that  as  a  self -cured  case,  although  10  or  15  years  had  elapsed  without 
any  active  symptons  ? — I  think  I  would,  because  if  the  nerve  tissue  is  once 
destroyed  by  the  bacillus  it  is  not  possible  for  it  to  be  restored  again. 

2224.  Do  you  think  that  at  a  certain  stage  the  bacillus  leaves  the 
system  altogether  and  the  individual  becomes  absolutely  and  perfectly  free 
from  leprosy  ? — 1  have  no  knowledge  of  it,  I  have  no  experience  to  show 
that  the  bacillus  does  really  leave  the  system  at  all. 

2225.  In  your  opinion  therefore,  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  as  to  when  a 
man  has  become  cured,  you  ought  to  rely  upon  the  clinical  evidence  solely  ? 
— I  think  in  the  absence  of  positive  evidence  that  the  bacillus  exists  in 
the  system,  if  you  actually  find  the  bacillus,  then  I  do  not  think  you  can  con- 
sider the  case  as  cured. 

2126.  From  your  experience  I  suppose  you  know  that  there  are  different 
stages  of  the  development  of  an  ordinary  case  of  leprosy,  a  man  may  get  early 
symptoms  and  they  may  not  recur  for  a  lengthened  period  and  at  other  limes 
the  period  may  be  shorter,  is  it  not  possible  that  in  some  ,cases  the  period  of 
recurrence  or  recrudescence  may  be  a  longer  one,  and  you  cannot  really  even 
say  that  because  a  man  has  no  active  symptoms  therefore  he  is  cured  ? — I  think 
the  only  way  you  can  do  is  to  fix  a  period  which  you  consider  is  safe  by  the 
investigation  of  cases. 

Dr.  Impey  further  examined. 

2227.  Chairman.']  Has  Eobben  Island  been  used  for  many  years  as  a 
leper  settlement? — Since  1846. 

2228.  Is  there  any  evidence  to  show  that  leprosy  has  become  endemic 
on  the  island  ? — 'No. 

2229.  Has  it  spread  at  all  to  the  healthy  inhabitants  ? — As  far  as  I  can 
find  out,  there  is  only  one  doubtful  case  of  contagion,  that  was  a  child. 

2230.  With  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  island  now,  is  there  any 
evidence  to  show  that  the  soil  or  any  part  of  the  soil  has  become  saturated 
with  bacilli  ? — I  think  not. 

2231.  Have  you  made  any  microscopical  examinations  of  the  sand  or 
dust  on  the  island  ? — No ;  it  blows  about  so,  you  could  not  possibly  do  it. 

22.32.  Within  the  dwelling  houses  ?~No. 

2233.  ISTo  microscopical  examination  has  been  made  of  the  dust  ? — No. 

2234.  How  has  the  health  of  lepers  arriving  on  the  island  been  affected  ? 
— It  depends  upon  the  class  of  persons  a  great  deal.  Upon  the  lower  classes 
it  has  had  a  very  beneficial  effect  at  first,  but  that  is  not  so  much  due  to 
the  nature  of  the  soil  of  the  island  as  to  the  change  of  food  and  better  treat- 
ment generally. 

2235.  Although  leprosy  has  been  so  long  on  the  island,  and  there  has 
been  such  freedom  of  intercourse,  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  the 
disease  has  become  endemic ;  to  that  extent  I  suppose  Eobben  Island  would 
be  accounted  favourable  ? — Yes.  With  regard  to  the  soil  on  the  island,  there 
is  a  substratum  of  stone  and  a  little  clay  in  the  hollows,  with  sand  on  the  top 
with  lime,  so  that  it  is  very  porous, 

2236.  Can  you  tell  us  approximately  what  the  population  is  ? — I  could  give 
you  the  census  returns  for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  A  census  of  the 
island  has  just  been  taken,  but  it  is  not  worked  out  yet.  The  population  is 
about  1250, 

2237.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Eobben  Island  has  had  a  very  fair  opportunity  of 
becoming  an  endemic  area,  but  you  say  it  is  not  so  ? — It  has  had  a  large 
number  of  lepers  constantly  resident  within  the  last  47  years. 

2238.  Chairman.']  Would  not  that  go  to  prove  that  there  would  be  little 
risk  in  establishing  a  settlement  on  the  mainland,  looking  at  the  matter  only 
from  that  point  of  view  ? — Yes.  I  think  there  would  be  very  little  danger  to 
the  public  in  establishing  an  asylum  on  the  mainland,  provided  all  the  other 
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conditions  were  observed  that  I  have  referred  to.  The  supervision  is  tho  great  ^  p^impey. 
thing. 

2239.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  you  any  evidence  to  show  that  the  vegeta- 
tion and  the  soil  have  any  effect  upon  the  disease  at  all  ? — Ko.  I  think 
they  have  no  effect.  There  would  be  more  chance  of  the  bacillus  being 
destroyed  by  the  heat  and  sand  than  by  a  moist  atmosphere  where  there  is 
abundance  of  verdure.  A  low  lying  moist  locality  is  more  likely  to  be  the 
home  of  the  disease. 

2240.  Does  dryness  of  the  atmosphere  affect  the  resting  spore  of  the 
bacillus ;  I  speak  of  the  dryness  that  exists  for  instance  in  the  Kalihari 
desert  or  Bechuanaland  ? — I  would  say  so.  You  find  more  bacilli  in  a 
moist  than  in  a  dry  climate  ;  there  are  all  kinds  of  bacilli  in  malarial  districts. 

2241.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  wherever  you  have  a  large  amount  of  dust 
and  considerable  wind,  there  are  many  more  bacilli  in  the  atmosphere  ? — It 
might  be  so  on  the  mainland  perhaps,  but  not  on  an  island. 

2242.  Chairman.~\  Do  you  think,  speaking  generally,  that  the  general 
climatic  conditions  of  Eobben  Island  have  been  beneficial  to  the  health  of  the 
lepers  ? — I  think  ihey  have  had  no  effect  one  way  or  the  other. 

2243.  Dr.  Herman.']  You  have  stated  that  there  is  a  very  high  rate  of 
mortality  among  the  lepers  on  Eobben  Island,  especially  among  the  lepers 
from  the  Tree  State,  and  yet  you  tell  us  that  the  site,  conditions,  and  general 
surroundings  of  the  island  are  favourable  for  such  an  institution,  will  you  be  a 
little  more  clear  and  definite  ? — I  stated  that  within  the  last  year  the  mortality 
has  been  very  high,  especially  among  the  Free  State  lepers,  but  also  among  the 
colonial  lepers,  but  I  also  stated  that  in  my  opinion  this  could  not  be  attributed 
to  the  climate,  the  nature  of  the  soil,  or  anything  of  the  kind,  but  to  the  fact 
that  a  large  number  of  lepers  had  been  crowded  into  the  place  within  the  last 
two  years,  who  would  have  died  on  the  mainland,  and  this  is  borne  out  by  the 
fact  that  a  large  number  of  lepers  have  died  in  transit  to  the  island. 

2244.  Can  you  say  how  many  ? — No,  I  cannot  say.  I  know  there  have 
been  many  cases.  Mr.  De  Smidt  could  tell  you.  I  know  that  numbers  of 
warrants  have  been  issued  for  lepers  who  have  never  turned  up,  and  I  heard 
afterwards  that  they  had  died. 

2245.  ChairmanT]  Was  this  from  various  parts  of  the  Colony  ?— Yes,  the 
outlying  tei'ritories.  I  may  say,  also,  that  the  large  majority  who  arrived 
died  within  the  first  year,  before  the  climate  could  have  had  any  effect  upon 
the  disease. 

2246.  Dr.  Herman.]  Can  you  prove  those  facts  by  any  statistical  evi- 
dence?— Yes.    91  out  of  114  who  arrived  last  year  died  within  the  year. 

2247.  You  are  aware  that  the  Commission  which  was  appointed  in  1861 
to  enquire  into  and  report  upon  the  general  infirmary  and  lunatic  asylum  on 
Eobben  Island,  reported  unfavourably  on  the  place  as  a  site  for  an  infirmary 
or  asylum  ? — Yes. 

2248.  Does  not  that  apply  also  to  the  leper  establishment  ? — There  are 
drawbacks  to  the  island  certainly,  but  I  would  not  consider  the  climate  a 
drawback.    I  consider  it  very  good  indeed. 

2249.  What  are  the  general  drawbacks  with  regard  to  keeping  lepers 
there  ? — It  is  a  very  good  place  for  lepers  I  think,  but  not  for  lunatics. 

2250.  Has  the  leper  asylum  any  drawbacks  at  all  ? — No  ;  except  that  it 
might  be  a  more  beautiful  place. 

2251.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Do  you  not  find  that  the  glare  from  the  sand  and 
the  south  east  winds  in  summer  h:'VO  a  bad  effect  on  the  eyes  of  the  patients? 
— They  do  suffer  from  disease  of  the  eye  or  eversion  of  the  lower  eyelid,  and 
the  sand  is  a  drawback,  but  with  regard  to  the  south  easters  we  do  not  have 
them  so  often  as  in  Cape  Town  or  the  peninsula. 

2252.  Do  not  the  healthy  people  feel  the  glare  of  the  sand  very  much? 
—Yes,  they  say  it  is  a  drawback. 

2253.  Di .  Ucnnan.]  What  are  the  main  complaints  coming  from  the 
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s  p^impe  lepers  located  on  the  island ?— They  complain  of  the  difficulty  of  access 
'  "—  "  '  for  their  friends  coming  to  see  them,  as  they  have  to 'cross  the  sea.  That 
Feb.  i&th  1894.  jg  certainly  a  hardship  for  the  patients,  but  in  another  way  it  ameliorates 
their  condition  too,  since  it  saves  them  from  being  made  absolute  prisoners 
of.  If  they  were  on  the  mainland  under  the  same  conditions,  you  would 
have  to  have  armed  guards  to  prevent  their  escape,  tvhfireas  now  they  have 
as  much  freedom  as  they  can  possibly  get  without  any  direct  guarding. 

2254.  Dr.  Greathead.~]  Would  you  recommend  cremation  of  dead  bodies 
on  the  island  ? — I  certainly  would. 

2255.  Dr.  Herman.']  Would  that  apply  to  everybody  ? — Yes.  I  recom- 
mended the  Colonial  Office  to  adopt  the  system,  but  at  the  last  moment  it 
was  stopped. 

2256.  Dr.  Greathead.']  Do  you  think  the  objection  is  merely  a  matter 
of  sentiment  ? — Tt  is  pure  sentiment,  I  believe  there  would  be  great  objec- 
tion to  it. 

2257.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Have  you  sounded  the  lepers  on  the  point  ? — I 
have  not.  I  am  certain  that  not  only  the  lepers  but  the  whole  country  would 
raise  an  outcry  against  it. 

2258.  Dr.  Herman.~\  Knowing  this  country  and  the  feeling  of  the 
people,  do  you  think  it  is  possible  to  carry  out  cremation  as 
applied  to  lepers  or  any  one  else  ?— I  think  at  first  it  would  be  a  purely 
voluntary  thing. 

2259.  Could  you  carry  out  such  a  scheme  at  all  ? — Not  compulsorily, 
but  I  know  there  are  many  who  would  prefer  it. 

2260.  What  advantage  would  it  have  ? — I  think  that  in  a  few 
years  people  will  come  to  recognise  that  cremation  is  the  proper  thing. 

2261.  As  a  practical  man,  having  to  do  with  an  institution  that 
must  be  carried  on  on  practical  lines,  would  you  urge  it  in  any  way  ? 
— I  would  not  urge  it,  although  I  think  it  would  be  a  splendid  thing. 
As  I  said  just  now,  no  doubt  the  feeling  of  the  country  would  be  against  it. 

2262.  Is  your  position  in  regard  to  the  segregation  and  confinement 
of  lepers  at  all  difficult  in  so  far  as  regards  bringing  matters  before  the 
public  or  the  Government  is  concerned  ? — It  is  a  very  trying  position.  I 
have  to  deal  with  a  very  difficult  class  of  patients, 

2263.  People  who  have  very  strong  feelings  and  very  powerful  senti- 
ments ? — Exactly. 

2264.  You  have  to  be  guided  very  largely  in  your  actions  by  their 
feelings  and  sentiments,  have  you  not  ? — I  state  my  opinions  as  I  believe 
them  to  be  correct.  With  regard  to  an  optional  matter  such  as  cremation, 
I  am  very  much  in  favour  of  it,  but  I  think  if  we  were  to  enforce  it,  not  only 
the  lepers  themselves  but  the  whole  country  would  cry  out.  People  would 
think  that  we  were  treating  them  with  undue  harshness. 

2265.  Theoretically  what  advantage  would  there  be  in  cremation  ? 
— Eobben  Island,  of  course,  has  a  comparatively  small  area,  and  there  is  a 
large  number  of  deaths. 

2266.  Have  you  not  sufficient  room  to  bury  those  who  die  ? — Yes,  we 
have,  but  if  you  visited  the  island  you  would  find  thousands  of  graves. 

2267.  Would  you  recommend  that  the  lepers  and  others  who  die  on 
the  island  should  be  buried  on  the  mainland  ? — It  certainly  would  be  a 
better  thing  than  burying  the  bodies  on  Eobben  Island,  but  it  is  not 
practicable  I  think. 

2268.  What  is  there  impracticable  about  it? — In  the  first  place  they 
may  die  on  a  day  when  there  is  no  boat  leaving,  and  they  must  be  buried 
the  eanie  day  that  they  die. 

2269.  Chairman.~\  I  suppose  also  that  rough  w^eather  might  interfere 
with  the  boat  leaving,  might  it  not  ? — Yes. 

2270.  Will  you  state  how  the  cemeteries  are  at  present  arranged ;  is 
there  a  special  block  of  land  set  apart  for  a  cemetery  ? — "Yee. 
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2271.  Is  it  enclosed  in  any  way  ? — Yes. 

2272.  You  spoke  of  thou^5ands  of  bodies  having  been  buried  on  the 
inland ;  in  former  days  was  there  any  special  block  of  land  set  apart  as  a 
cemetery  ? — It  was  set  apart,  but  not  enclosed. 

2273.  How  many  years  has  the  present  cemetery  been  in  use  ? — The 
one  that  has  just  been  enclosed  has  been  in  use  for  many  years. 

2274.  Are  there  any  returns  showing  the  number  of  persons  buried 
there  ;  is  there  any  cemetery  book  kept  ? — Yes ;  but  I  cannot  say  how  far  it 
goes  back. 

2275.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  soil  ? — The  old  cemetery  has  a  surface  of 
limestone ;  it  is  very  hard  soil  ;  the  present  cemetery  is  sand. 

2276.  What  depth  of  limestone  in  the  old  cemetery  would  you  have  to 
go  through  before  reaching  the  soil  ? — The  surface  is  limestone,  and  then  you 
get  to  the  soil.  You  break  through  a  crust  of  stone,  and  then  you  have  a 
mixture  of  sand  and  lime.    There  is  a  deposit  of  lime. 

2277.  What  is  the  soil  in  the  present  cemetery  ? — Pure  sand  as  deep  as 
you  like  to  go. 

2278.  At  what  depth  do  they  generally  inter  corpses  ? — 6  or  7  fett. 
227^*.  Are  the  bodies  put  into  stout  coffins  ? — Yes. 

2280.  And  with  regard  to  the  Malays  '? — The  Malays  bury  in  their  own 
fashion.    They  have  a  special  graveyard. 

2281.  Is  it  in  the  same  block  of  land? — They  have  a  spot  on  the 
island  about  half  a  mile  off  the  village,  about  half  the  size  of  this  room,  and 
enclosed,  where  they  buried  a  priest  some  years  ago,  and  they  use  this  as  a 
graveyard.    There  have  only  been  three  deaths  among  the  Malays. 

2282.  Consequentl)-  you  do  not  consider  that  graveyard  as  filled  up 
yet  ? — No.    The  Malays  do  not  bury  in  coffins  at  all. 

2283.  On  which  side  o£  the  island  are  these  cemeteries  ? — On  the  east 
side,  between  the  male  and  female  leper  wards.  - 

2284.  Is  there  anything  objectionable  in  their  position  ? — ^They  are  on 
a  lower  level  than  the  dwelling  part. 

2285.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Lepers  used  to  be  buried  in  the  old  cemetery,  did 
they  not? — The  old  cemetery  was  divided  into  two  parts;  one  part  was 
open  and  the  other  part  was  surroundeJ  by  a  stone  wall.  The  latter  was  for 
the  lunatics  and  attendants,  and  the  open  part  was  for  lepers.  I  have  had 
that  enclosed  since. 

2286.  The  two  old  wells  have  been  contaminated ;  is  that  not  duo  to 
the  cemetery  ? — Som'?  think  so,  but  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  cannot  be  so. 

2287.  What  distance  are  the  wells  from  the  cemetery  ? — One  ia  about 
300  yards  away  and  the  other  400. 

2288.  Why  could  not  the  wells  be  contaminated? — They  are  on  a 
lower  level. 

2289.  Dr.  Herman.']  Could  you  furnish  the  Commission  with  a  map  of 
Robben  Island  ? — Yes,  I  can  have  a  map  made. 

2290.  At  one  time  Eobben  Island  was  a  large  fishing  station,  was  it 
not? — Yes. 

2291.  And  a  large  number  of  whales  were  captured  and  slaughtered 
there,  were  they  not  ? — I  believe  so. 

2292.  Has  that  had  the  effect  of  contaminating  the  water  with  organic 
matter  ? — I  think  not.  The  whale  fishing  was  at  a  very  much  lower  level 
than  the  place  where  we  draw  water. 

2293.  Ch(urm(m.~\  You  said  that  the  old  wells  were  nut  coutamiuatod  by 
the  graveyards  ;  on  what  grounds  did  you  say  that  ? — Because  of  the  strata, 
which  would  sufficiently  protect  the  wells.  Yau  can  get  water  on  one  side 
of  the  reefs,  but  on  the  other  side  you  cannot  get  any. 

2294.  From  what  source  were  the  wells  coutamiuatod  ?  —Prom  the 
nature  of  the  soil  itself.  It  is  sandy,  and  there  has  of  course  been  a  large 
population  on  the  island  f^lways,  and  a  lot  of  cattle  and  animals  of  various 
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s  p^im  c,      kinds.    If  anything,  the  soil  has  "been  contaminated  by  these  cattle,  and  the 
!_  water  has  percolated  a  long  distance  through  the  troughs  between  the  strata 

Feb  15th,  1894.     i^^o  ^hc  WgIIs. 

2295.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  is  the  depth  of  these  wells  ? — About  50  or 
60  feet.    There  are  two  wells  only  in  use. 

2296.  Have  any  artesian  borings  been  attempted? — Yes;  we  have 
tried  but  could  not  get  water. 

2297.  What  depth  down  have  you  gone? — 90  feet ;  but  we  could  not 
get  any  further.  They  bored  in  the  wrong  position,  on  the  highest  point  of 
the  island,  and  they  had  to  go  down  70  feet  through  pure  sand.  They 
could  not  go  on  working,  as  the  sand  constantly  fell  in,  and  it  was  too 
dangerous.  Then  they  tried  at  a  place  near  the  wards  to  go  through  a  reef, 
and  I  think  if  they  had  gone  on  they  would  have  got  water.  Mr.  Bain's  idea 
waste  go  right  through  a  reef,  but  you  might  bore  for  1000  fet/t  before  you 
got  through  any  reef  at  ali.  After  trying  for  three  months,  Mr.  Bain  stopped 
the  work. 

2298.  The  water  difficulty  on  Robben  Island  is  a  considerable  one,  is 
it  not? — Yes,  now  it  is,  but  after  this  season  we  shall  not  have  any 
difficulty,  because  we  have  built  a  number  of  underground  tanks  for  rain 
water,  and  the  supply  will  be  abundant. 

2299.  Is  not  rain  water  regarded  with  very  great  suspicion  everywhere; 
do  not  you  think  that  on  Robben  Island  rain  water  is  equally  to  be  avoided 
for  drinking  purposes,  looking  at  the  accumulation  of  dirt  and  dust  on  the 
j*oofs? — It  is  certainly  not  so  satisfactory  as  running  water,  but  it  is  the 
best  we  can  get. 

2300.  Would  you  regard  the  water  supply  to  the  asylum  that  is  col- 
lected from  roofs  or  obtained  from  wells  as  a  perfect  supply  ? — i^o,  certainly 
not. 

2301.  A  perfect  supply  of  absolutely  pure  water  to  such  an  establish- 
ment is  very  essential,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  that  I  admit  is  one  of  the  great 
drawbacks  to  the  Eobben  Island  establishment. 

2302.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  If  the  water  difficulty  remained,  would  it  not  impose 
a  limit  on  the  number  of  patients  you  can  take  ? — We  have  any  amount  of 
water  for  sanitary  purposes  and  washing  obtainable  from  the  wells,  and 
there  are  plenty  of  wells  if  you  like  to  open  them. 

2303.  In  a  hospital  the  quantity  supposed  to  be  necessary  is  40  gallons 
per  head  per  day  for  all  purposes ;  you  cannot  have  anything  like  that 
amount ;  are  not  you  limited  in  your  supply  during  the  summer  months  ? — 
There  is  no  scarcity ;  the  only  difficulty  is  the  distribution  of  the  water. 

2304.  Is  rain  water  used  for  baths  ? — !N"o,  island  water  is  used  for 
bathing  and  washing  purposes ;  rain  water  is  used  for  culinary  and  drinking 
purposes. 

2305.  Do  the  wells  supply  sufficient  water  to  give  baths  as  often  as 
required  for  a  population  of  some  1400  people? — We  have  not  found  a 
deficiency. 

2306.  I  understand  that  the  distribution  of  the  water  is  a  difficulty  ? 
—Yes;  tanks  are  filled  by  means  of  two  windmill  pumps,  and  then,  the 
water  is  led  in  pipes  to  the  various  wards.  That  simplifies  things  a  great 
deal.    Formerly  the  water  had  to  be  carted. 

2307.  What  is  the  average  consumption  of  water  per  day  ? — I  have 
never  been  able  to  find  out.  The  tanks  are  filled  by  gravitation,  I  have  no 
gauges. 

2308.  Can  the  lepers  have  a  bath  several  times  a  week  if  they  wish  ? 
— Yes,  when  they  like,  but  they  do  not  care  about,  taking  baths. 

2309.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is  that  because  the  water  is  too  cold  ? — No  ;  there 
is  hot  water,  but  they  will  not  take  baths  whether  hot  or  cold.  When  first 
they  come  we  have  to  force  them  to  take  a  bath.  It  is  very  difficult  to 
persuade  them  to  go  into  the  water. 
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2310.  Chairman.']  Do  the  white  lepers  have  the  same  aversion  to  baths  "?      ^  r^j^pey 
— Yes,  both  white  and  coloured.  ' 

2311.  Dr.  Herman.']  I  notice  that  in  one  of  the  reports,  I  think  for  Feb.  itsb,  i894. 
1890,  the  absence  of  baths  is  referred  to;  is  that  so? — Formerly  there 

were  no  baths  at  all  in  the  male  leper  wards,  but  I  had  some  very  nice 
cement  baths  made,  with  hot  and  cold  water  laid  on,  and  things  are  being 
greatly  iaiproved.  The  baths  are  connected  with  the  laundry.  For  the 
first  two  or  three  days  the  patients  patronised  the  bathroom,  but  now  it  is 
completely  neglected,  and  you  cannot  get  them,  except  by  force,  to  take  a 
bath. 

2312.  Have  all  the  wards  bathrooms  ? — The  baths  I  speak  of  are  not 
in  the  wards  at  all. 

2313.  Are  they  accessible  to  all  the  lepers,  both  male  and  female? — 
Yes,  the  females  have  their  own. 

2314.  Do  they  use  the  bathroom  ? — They  do  more  than  the  males,  but 
not  extensively ;  in  fact  it  is  difficult  to  compel  them  to  do  anything  at  all. 

2315.  As  to  the  water  supply,  could  you  give  us  a  section  of  the  wells ; 
you  say  that  the  uppsr  portion  goes  through  sand ;  how  much  sand  is  there  ? 
— I  am  afraid  I  cannot  give  you  a  section  of  the  old  wells  ;  they  are 
built  up. 

2316.  Is  that  done  with  perfectly  impervious  material  ? — They  are 
supposed  to  be  well  built.  The  water  does  not  come  from  the  sides  so  far 
as  one  can  gather. 

2317.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  clean  them? — They  have  been 
cleaned  occasionally,  but  you  cannot  pump  the  water  out. 

2318.  Are  the  pumps  you  use  sufficiently  powerful  ? — We  have  three 
pumps  for  one  well. 

2319.  Could  not  you  put  on  a  more  powerful  pump? — The  wells  have 
not  been  cleaned  since  my  time  on  the  island.  Just  before  I  arrived  one 
was  cleaned.  With  a  verj  large  pump  the  well  might  be  emptied,  but 
with  the  present  three  pumps  we  cannot  lower  the  water  at  all. 

2320.  Do  you  think  it  is  advisable  to  pump  the  water  out,  and  clean 
the  wells  thoroughly  ? — The  water  seems  to  be  perfectly  clear  enough. 

2321.  Is  it  brackish  at  all  ? — It  is  slightly  brackish,  but  you  can  hardly 
detect  it. 

2322.  Has  it  been  analysed  ? — Yes. 

2323.  Was  it  reported  to  be  all  right  ? — No ;  it  was  reported  to  be  un- 
fit for  use,  and  consequently  I  have  had  to  supply  the  patients  with  water 
'  obtained  from  Cape  Town. 

2324.  Has  any  bacteriological  investigation  been  made  into  the  condition 
of  the  water  ? — It  has  only  been  analysed. 

2326.  Are  you  aware  that  nowadays  bacteriological  investigations  are 
much  more  important  than  chemical  investigations  ? — Yes. 

2326.  Do  you  think  it  is  advisable  to  have  a  bacteriological  examina- 
tion made  of  the  water  ? — Yes. 

2327.  Chairman.]  What  first  led  jou  to  suppose  that  the  water  was  un- 
fit for  use  ? — I  did  not  suppose  it  at  all,  in  fact  I  always  opposed  the  idea, 
but  in  1892  we  had  one  case  of  typhoid  fever,  and  of  course  we  had  to  inves- 
tigate the  cause.    Someone  drew  attention  to  the  water,  and  I  had  it  analysed. 

2328.  Did  that  case  occur  on  the  island  or  was  it  brought  from  Cape 
Town  ?— I  do  not  know  how  to  account  for  it  at  all.  One  of  the  constables 
got  the  fever,  and  the  water  was  analysed  and  pronounced  to  be  unfit  for  use, 
and  for  a  short  time  they  used  Cape  Town  water.  It  was  a  curious  coinci- 
dence, however,  that  within  three  weeks  of  commencing  to  use  Cape  Town 
1  water,  there  were  several  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  so  I  stopped  the  supply 
and  the  typhoid  fever  ceased.  I  heard  casually  that  we  got  our  water 
fr  m  tanks  near  Ebonezer-road,  where  there  were  a  lot  of  cases  of  typhoid 
fever. 
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s  F^impey  2329.  Dv.  Herman.']  That  is  a  very  grave  statement  to  make  ;  did  you 

'   —     '     investigate  it  ? — We  tried  to  do  so, 
Feb.  15th,  1894.  2830.  Are  not  the  tanks  you  refer  to  under  the  control  of  the  Harbour 

Board  ? — We  were  supplied  by  the  Harbour  Board. 

2331.  Then  the  supply  you  got  from  the  Harbour  Board  is  from  the 
same  source  whence  the  shipping  in  'I'able  Bay  is  supplied  ? — I  cannot  say  ; 
but  there  is  always  typhoid  fever  in  Cape  Town. 

2332.  N'o  one  connects  that  with  the  water  supply  ;  the  water  supplied 
to  Cape  Town  is  perfect.  I  have  devoted  considerable  attention  to  the 
oetilogy  of  typhoid  fever  in  Cape  Town,  and  I  know  that  the  analysis  of 
Table  Mountain  water  shows  it  to  be  perfect,  so  perfect  indeed  that  Dr.  Hahn 
uses  it  in  place  of  distilled  water  in  his  ordinary  chemical  examinations  ? 
— I  only  state  this  as  a  fact,  I  cannot  account  for  it. 

2333.  It  is  not  a  fact  if  you  wish  to  connect  the  occurrence  of  typhoid 
fever  on  Robben  Island  with  the  use  of  Cape  Town  water  ? — I  do  not  say  any- 
thing beyond  the  fact  that  it  was  a  curious  coincidence. 

2334.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Has  not  typhoid  fever  broken  out  again  and  again  on 
the  island,  in  fact,  was  there  not  a  row  formerly  called  "  Typhoid  row  "  there  ? 
— I  believe  we  have  had  it  before. 

2335.  Chairman.']  Did  the  first  cases  orgiuate  in  the  locality  just 
referred  to  by  Dr.  Dodds  ? — No,  that  was  some  time  ago. 

2336.  Dr.  Herman.]  Apparently  typhoid  fever  is  endemic  on  the  island, 
is  it  not  ? — ^I  cannot  say  that. 

2337.  Chairman.]  Have  you  had  entire  charge  of  the  island,  as  regards 
the  existing  arrangements  in  connection  with  the  segregation  of  lepers  ? — Yes. 

2338.  How  is  segregation  now  carried  out  on  the  island  ? — The  patients 
are  received  immediately  on  being  landed,  and  examined  by  myself  and  the 
Assistant  Surgeon.  If  there  is  any  doubtful  case  which  is  not  thought  to 
be  leprosy,  it  is  at  once  returned  to  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital. 

2339.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  all  cases  pass  through  the  Somerset  Hospital  ? 
— Yes  ;  on  their  way  to  Eobben  Island. 

2340.  Dr.  Cox  has  told  us  that  a  good  many  go  direct  from  the  rail- 
way station  to  Eobben  Island  ? — About  six  months  ago  the  system  was 
altered ;  I  cannot  tell  you  the  exact  date. 

2341.  Formerly  they  went  direct  to  the  island,  they  did  not  necessarily 
pass  through  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  ? — Quite  so. 

2342.  At  present  is  it  the  rule  that  all  cases  must  go  first  to  the  Old 
Somerset  Hospital,  whether  the  boat  is  ready  or  not  ? — Yes  ;  and  a  number  of 
cases  have  been  sent  which  were  not  lepers  at  all;  they  have  come  from  up 
country  under  warrant,  and  I  did  not  exactly  know  what  to  do  with  them. 
I  was  rather  awkwardly  placed.  I  had  the  Governor's  warrant  to  say  that  I 
must  keep  them  on  the  island,  and  yet  I  could  not  conscientiously  put  them 
into  the  asylum  as  they  w^ere  not  lepers.  I  consequently  entered  into  com- 
munication with  the  Colonial  Office,  and  it  was  decided  that  in  future  all  cases 
were  to  be  passed  through  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital.  If  they  were  clear 
cases  of  leprosy  they  were  to  be  sent  on  to  me,  but  if  they  were  doubtful, 
then  further  medical  examination  was  to  be  made,  and  if  it  was  decided  that 
they  were  not  lepers,  they  were  discharged.  If  they  were  pronounced 
leprous  they  were  sent  on.  That  is  how  it  is  now.  As  an  additional - 
precaution  I  send  in  a  certificate  of  the  case,  as  soon  as  the  patient  lands,  in 
support  of  my  opinion,  and  in  two  instances  cases  have  been  sent  back  as 
non-leprous. 

2343.  Is  the  certificate  you  furnish  a  general  certificate,  or  a  certificate 
detailing  the  clinical  history  of  the  case  and  the  reasons  for  the  conclusion 
you  arrive  at? — No,  it  is  simply  a  ceriificate  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  the 
patient  is  suffering  from  leprosy  or  otherwise. 

2344.  Is  it  a  printed  form  ? — It  is  only  within  the  last  three  or  four 
weeks  that  it  has  been  printed ;  I  can  give  you  one  of  the  forms. 
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2345.  What  do  you  do  with  the  form  ?— I  send  it  to  the  Colonial  Office     ^  p.^^^,y. 
and  then  the  leper  patient  is  sent  to  his  destination  and  allotted  a  bed  and  so 
on.' 

2346.  Dr.  Dodds7\  Where  are  the  cases  examined  on  the  island  ? — I 
have  a  little  room  attached  to  the  boat  house  in  which  the  cases  are  examined. 

2347.  Chairman.']  When  you  decide  that  a  case  is  leprous,  what  is  the 
next  step  taken  with  regard  to  segregation  on  the  island  ? — The  patients  are 
sent  to  the  leper  settlement ;  there  are  two  settlements,  male  and  female,  If 
it  is  a  male  patient  he  is  handed  over  to  the  Superintendent  of  lepers,  who 
deals  with  the  case,  giving  the  patient  a  bed,  clothing,  his  number,  and  so  on, 
and  he  is  registered  in  the  books. 

2348.  With  regard  to  the  female  patients,  is  there  a  similar  routine  ? — 

Yes. 

2349.  Is  a  bath  given  to  the  patients  on  arrival,  the  same  as  in  an 
ordinary  hospital  ? — Yes. 

2350.  At  a  later  stage  I  understand  you  have  great  difficulty  in  getting 
them  to  take  a  bath  ? — Yes. 

2351.  With  reference  to  segregation,  do  you  consider  that  it  is  complete 
as  between  the  two  sexes  ? — Yes,  quite. 

2352.  Is  it  complete  as  far  as  the  attendants  are  concerned  ;  what 
number  of  attendants  have  you? — On  the  male  side  there  are  14  attendants, 
all  white  ;  and  two  nurses. 

2363.  In  segregating  the  male  lepers,  is  there  any  distinction  drawn 
between  white  and  coloured  ? — Yes  ;  they  are  placed  in  separate  wards. 

2354.  Have  they  free  access  to  each  other  ? — Yes,  if  they  like, 

2355.  Do  they  eat  and  drink  in  the  same  room  ? — No;  they  are  separate. 

2356.  Is  a  separation  made  in  regard  to  class  as  well  as  colour  ? — We 
have  at  present  on  the  male  side  six  pavilions  holding  from  50  to  80  patients 
each,  and  we  classify  the  patients  as  far  as  possible  according  to  their  nation- 
ality. We  have  first  a  hospital  ward  for  all  the  worst  cases,  then  we  have  a 
bastard  ward,  with  some  Malays  in  it ;  then  we  have  a  Kafir  ward  for  Fingoes 
and  so  on,  and  then  a  Hottentot  ward,  a  white  ward,  and  a  Free  State  ward. 

2357.  Dr.  Greathead.']  Do  all  the  Free  State  patients  go  into  one  ward, 
whether  they  are  black  or  white  ? — No.  There  is  only  one  white  Free  State 
patient  and  he  goes  into  the  ward  for  the  whites. 

2358.  Chairman.^  Do  the  white  and  coloured  patients  respectively  mess 
in  separate  rooms  ? — Yes.  Each  pavilion  is  divided  into  two  large  wards, 
separated  by  a  large  day -room. 

2359.  *  If  a  white  man  wishes  to  associate  in  the  daytime  with  the 
coloured  patients,  can  he  do  so  ? — Yes,  there  is  free  access  between  the  village 
itself  and  the  leper  wards,  but  there  is  a  line  drawn  between  two  points  and 
the  lepers  are  not  allowed  to  cross  this  line  and  go  into  the  village.  Guards 
are  placed  on  the  line  in  order  to  keep  the  lepers  to  their  own  portion. 

2360.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  sort  of  guards  are  they  ? — Convict  guards 
they  are  called. 

2361.  Do  the  lepers  make  any  attempt  to  get  into  the  village  ? — Occasion-, 
ally  I  have  some  trouble.  We  give  the  lepers  all  the  island  except  just  round 
the  village,  and  they  can  go  where  they  like. 

2362.  Can  the  healthy  persons  go  all  over  the  island,  and  have  free 
intercourse  with  the  lepers  ? — They  can  if  they  like.  The  lepers  spend  a 
good  deal  of  their  time  in  fishing. 

2363.  Do  you  find  healthy  persons  going  over  from  the  village  to  the 
part  of  the  island  where  the  lepers  are,  and  taking  or  buying  things  from 
them? — I  think  not,  they  would  not  buy  from  a  leper,  they  would  be  too 
afraid. 

2364.  Chairman.']  Is  there  anything  to  prevent  the  healthy  section  of 
the  community  frequenting  that  part  of  the  island  where  the  lepers  are  if 
they  wish  to  do  so  ? — No. 
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2365,  On  visiting  days  can  the  public  frequent  the  same  part  of  the  island 
as  the  lepers  ? — Yes. 

Feb.  16th,  1894.  23(36.  Supposing  a  number  of  lepers  was  out  fishing  on  the  rooks,  could 

their  friends  go  and  see  them  there  ? — They  are  not  allowed  to. 

2367.  Do  they  do  so  ? — They  are  supposed  not  to.  I  believe  occasionally 
they  do.    It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  regulatiug  the  visiting  of  patients. 

2368.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Are  the  leper  patients  allowed  on  other  parts  of  the 
island  except  that  allotted  to  them  ? — Never. 

2369.  Could  they  pass  beyond  their  bounds  without  your  knowing  it  ? — 
Yes,  they  (iould. 

33/0.  Does  that  apply  to  the  females  also? — The  females  are  kept  within 
their  own  compound  under  lock  and  key. 

2371.  Do  they  never  get  out  ? — Only  when  the  nurse  takes  them  for  a 
walk. 

2372.  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  from  having  female  leper  patients  on 
Eobben  Island  ? — There  is  a  difficulty. 

2373.  Would  you  say  it  was  a  difficulty  or  a  danger  ? — I  do  not  ' 
there  is  much  danger. 

2374.  Do  you  find  that  the  male  lepers  frequent  that  part  of  the  island 
where  the  women  are  more  than  any  other  part  of  the  island  ? — ^Yes  :  many 
of  them  have  mothers,  sisters,  aunts,  and  so  on,  in  the  female  wards. 

2375.  Are  they  able  to  converse  with  them? — They  cannot  come  into 
contact  except  under  the  special  permission  of  the  medical  officer  in  charge. 
The  whole  of  the  female  settlement  is  surrounded"  by  a  barbed  wire  fence. 
I  believe  it  is  possible  if  a  person  had  plenty  of  time  to  get  over  this,  but  as 
a  rule  they  never  attempt  it.    They  cannot  get  through  it  at  all. 

2376.  Are  there  any  instances  of  the  men  trying  to  get  inside  the 
woman's  compound  ? — One  instance  only. 

2377.  Dr.  Herman.^  Do  not  you  think  it  is  a  great  hardship  to  these 
unfortunate  women  to  be  locked  up  in  that  particular  way  ? — It  is  a  large  area, 
and  they  can  go  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  nurse,  whenever  they  like. 

2378.  Chairman^  Why  are  they  specially  locked  up  ? — We  could  not 
look  after  the  males  and  females. 

2379.  Why  not  lock  up  the  males;  why  must  the  women  be  kept 
closer  ? — I  think  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing  if  you  could  lock  up  the 
males  but  it  is  not  possible. 

2o80.  Why  are  the  females  kept  under  lock  and  key  ? — Just  to  keep 
the  males  from  them.  • 

2381.  Is  it  a  fact  that  these  women  have  very  strong  sexual  procliv- 
ities  ? — Yes,  some  of  them. 

2382.  Has  anything  ever  come  under  your  notice  to  support  that  ? — 
Yes  ;  from  what  has  occurred  in  one  instance.  On  one  occasion  three  leper 
men  got  over  the  fence  at  night  into  the  female  leper  compound  and  I  believe 
they  had  connection.  Whenever  these  women  get  excited  they  are  very 
hysterical. 

2383.  Do  they  solicit  the  men  if  they  get  an  opportunity? — They  would 
if  they  had  an  opportunity. 

2384.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  the 
leper  women  are  extremely  difficult  to  manage  in  that  respect :  it  becomes  a 
sort  of  mania  with  them  ;  do  you  think  they  suffer  from  nymphomania  ? — 
Possibly  they  do. 

2385.  Dr.  Herman.^  In  the  men,  on  the  other  hand,  the  sexual  instinct  is 
lessened,  is  it  not  ? — Some  of  them  suffering  from  the  tubercular  form  seem 
to  lose  the  instinct,  but  not  so  much  in  the  anaesthetic  form. 

V.  ¥''so3»  Dr.  W,  H.  Ross  examined. 
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2386.  Ohairman.']  Have  you  held  any  official  appointment  on  Eobben 
Island  ? — I  was  Surgeon-Superintendent  on  the  island. 
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2387.  Have  you  a  practical  knowledge  of  leprosy  ? — Yes,  I  think  so.  ^  jr\*.>. 

2388.  Have  you  made  any  special  study  of  the  disease,  especially  auring        '  -1 
the  time  you  held  your  appointment  ^--No.  _ 

'   2389,  How  long  did  you  hold  it? — For  six  years. 

2390.  Did  you  note  the  disease  from  a  clinical,  pathological,  or  bacterio- 
logical aspect  ? — Only  from  a  clinical  aspect. 

2391.  I  suppose  you  saw  a  good  number  of  oases  on  the  island,  did  you 
not  ?— Yes. 

2392.  At  what  date  did  you  hold  your  appointment  ? — I  was  on  the 
island  from  the  year  1884  to  1890. 

2393.  Was  Robben  Island  then  used  as  a  leper  establishment? — ~No. 

2394.  Are  there  records  on  the  island  of  all  cases  under  your  care  at 
that  time  ? — 'No,  but  those  patients  who  have  not  died  are  still  there. 

2395.  "Were  records  kept  of  all  cases  on  the  island? — Yes.  I  was 
Sn '"^eon-Superintendent,  and  they  came  under  my  notice.    I  had  Dr.  Wynne 

me  to  look  after  them. 

2396.  Did  you  deal  clinically  with  any  group  of  patients  or  was  it  left 
i  i".  Wynne? — The  first  year  or  eighteen  months  I  had  charge  of  the 

female  lunatics  and  the  male  lepers ;  then  it  was  transferred  ;  I  took  the 
lunatics,  and  Dr.  Wynne  took  the  female  lepers  and  male  lepers. 

2397.  During  that  time  did  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  communi- 
cability  of  the  disease  ? — I  certainly  think  that  it  is  communicable. 

2398.  Do  you  consider  that  it  is  contagious  ? — I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
contagious  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word. 

2399.  Broadly  speaking,  what  do  you  mean  by  the  term  "  contagion  " 
as  applied  to  leprosy  ? — If  you  come  in  contact  with  lepers  it  will  not 
necessarily  affect  you. 

2400.  You  would  not  limit  it  to  personal  contact? — No. 

2401.  Would  you  employ  the  term  contagion  in  connection  with  the 
taking  of  the  disease  through  eating  out  of  the  same  utensils  or  sleeping  in 
the  same  room  ? — There  has  never  been  any  case  on  the  island  where  the 
disease  has  been  communicated  in  that  way. 

2402.  Do  you  hold  the  view  that  leprosy  is  contagious  or  communicable  ? 
— I  do  not  think  it  is  contagious  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word,  but  it  is 
communicable  because  cases  have  been  communicated. 

2403.  Dr.  Herman.']  In  what  sense  do  you  apply  the  term  "  conta- 
gious "? — It  is  not  contagious  in  the  sense  that  erysipelas  is  contagious, 

2404.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  Is  it  inoculable  ?-~I  have  never  tried  inocula- 
tion. For  six  years  I  have  never  known  any  case  communicated,  although 
the  patients  are  constantly  mixed  up  with  everybody  on  the  island  who  has 
liberty. 

2405.  If  the  virus  from  a  leper  were  applied  to  the  broken  surface  on 
a  healthy  individual  what  would  be  the  result  ? — I  have  never  tried  it, 

2406.  Dr.  Herman.~\  What  sense  do  you  use  the  term  "  contagion  "  in  ? 
— What  I  mean  to  say  is  this,  that  in  having  these  people  under  one's  treat- 
ment, I  have  never  known  of  a  case  of  contagion, 

2407.  You  regard  it  as  contagious  in  a  certain  sense,  what  is  that  sense  ? 
— The  sexes  may  communicate  it  to  one  another  perhaps,  by  inoculation. 

2408.  Several  terms  are  used  in  the  report  of  the  Indian  Leprosy  Cora- 
mission,  which  would  you  adopt  ? — I  would  say  that  it  is  the  propagation 
of  a  specific  poison  through  the  air,  water,  food,  earth,  secretions  or  excretions 
of  the  body.  If  a  man  had  a  sore  on  his  finger,  and  came  in  contact  with 
a  leper  with  open  sores,  he  might  run  great  risk. 

2409.  Chairman.']  You  think  the  disease  is  only  communicated  in  that 
way  ? — Yes, 

2410.  Could  it  be  propagated  by  means  of  inoculation  ? — Yes ;  I  think 
it  could  if  the  leper  had  an  ulcerated  suifaoe  discharging  and  he  came  into 
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Dr.         contact  with  a  healthy  person — at  all  eveuts  there  would  be  ^reat  risk. 

H.  Ross.         mi,  •  4.  /  •  . 

_  There  is  not  any  certainty. 

stb,  1894  .  2411.  Could  the  disease  be  communicated  by  the  propagation  of  the 

specific  poison  through  an  unbroken  surface  of  the  skin  or  mucous  mem- 
brane ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

2412.  Then  you  believe  it  can  be  communicated  in  two  ways,  by  inocu- 
lation, and  through  air,  food,  water,  earth,  and  the  secretions  or  excretions 
of  a  patient ;  do  you  know  of  any  case  in  your  own  experience  where  the 
disease  has  been  communicated  in  that  way  ? — There  was  a  case  of  a  shoe- 
maker's son  on  Eobben  Island. 

2413.  Was  he  a  healthy  person  ? — He  was  then  a  lad  about  eighteen, 
the  son  of  a  shoemaker,  and  having  the  freedom  of  the  island,  he  used  to 
play  about  with  the  other  lads.  He  distinctly  developed  leprosy  in  the  foot. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  about  21. 

2414.  How  long  had  he  lived  on  the  island? — He  was  born  on  the 
island  and  lived  there  all  his  life. 

2416.  Did  he  work  at  shoemaking  at  all  ? — No. 

2416.  Used  he  to  mix  with  the  lepers  at  all? — He  was  about  15 
when  he  first  saw  the  trouble  in  his  foot.  His  father  would  not  believe  there 
was  anything  wrong ;  he  thought  he  had  a  thorn  in  his  foot,  or  something 
of  the  kind,  but  his  ears  began  to  swell,  and  there  were  all  the  usual  symp- 
toms of  leprosy.  He  was  isolated  in  a  separate  room  in  his  father's  house, 
and  had  plenty  of  good  food,  and  was  made  as  comfortable  as  possible,  but 
at  21  he  became  very  bad  and  left  the  island.  He  was  convinced  then  that 
he  was  a  leper,  and  being  afraid  that  we  should  look  him  up,  he  asked  per- 
mission to  go  to  the  mainland,  and  I  could  not  detain  him.  We  let  him  go, 
and  he  died  on  the  mainland. 

2417.  Do  you  know  any  circumstances  attending  his  death  ? — He  died 
of  leprosy  somewhere  on  the  Flats,  with  all  the  symptoms  of  pulmonary 
trouble. 

2418.  Did  you  ".onsider  him  a  leper  without  doubt  when  he  left  the 
island  ? — Yes.  His  own  story  was  that  he  had  hurt  himself  with  a  fishhook 
which  he  got  from  leper  boys  who  were  fishing.  The  hook  got  into  his  foot, 
and  the  wound  never  healed  up.  That  was  his  story,  but  I  know  nothing 
about  it  except  this,  that  the  wound  in  his  foot  was  under  the  ball  of  the 
great  toe, 

2419.  Where  did  he  say  he  hurt  himself  ? — In  the  foot. 

2420.  At  what  age  did  that  take  place  ? — When  he  was  about  15. 

2421.  Was  the  story  about  the  hook  confirmed  by  any  other  witness  ? — 
I  cannot  say.    I  could  never  make  head  or  tail  of  the  boy  beyond  this  story. 

2422.  Br.  Dodds.j  Did  the  boy  associate  much  with  the  lepers  ? — He 
■  played  about  on  the  island  and  had  great  freedom. 

2423.  Did  he  associate  generally  with  the  lepers  ? — Yes,  with  the 
youngsters. 

2424.  Yfould  he  have  had  any  opportunity  of  sharing  the  lepers'  food? 
— No,  hs  lived  with  his  father. 

2425.  But  he  associated  with  the  lepers  and  fished  with  them,  did  he 
not  ? — Yes. 

2426.  Z>r,  Herman.']  Would  he  get  sweets  or  sucii  things  from 
them  ?— His  father  was  a  very  intelligent  man,  and  he  never  could  make  out 
how  it  happened, 

2427.  Is  his  father  living  ? — Yes,  he  is  a  shoemaker  on  the  island  ;  and 
his  mother,  unless  I  am  mistaken,  superintends  the  washing.  She  was  in  my 
time  employed  in  ths  female  asylum. 

2428.  Chairman.^  Did  you  regard  that  as  a  case  of  inoculation?— 
Apparently  it  was  sol  There  are  numerous  fishing  spots  on  the  island,  and. 
it  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  a  number  of  lads  to  knock  about  there  on  the 
rocks.    It  is  p')ssible  this  boy  may  have  been  among  them,  and  hurt  himself 
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on  the  rocks,  but  his  story  always  was  that  he  got  wounded  with  a  fish-  ;r. 

hook.  w  ~l 

2429.  Do  you  know  whether  when  he  died  he  was  under  the  charge  of 
any  medical  practitioner  ? — He  went  to  the  mainland  and  I  believe  put  up 
at  soQie  place  where  they  sold  poultry  out  Maitland  way,  but  old  Mr.  Keene 
would  be  able  to  tell  you. 

2430.  Was  there  any  other  case  during  your  personal  experience  on  the 
island  which  would  bear  upon  the  contagiousness  of  leprosy  or  its  communi- 
cability  ? — I  know  of  children  born  on  the  island  who  were  leprous,  when  I 
was  one  of  the  Medical  Committee ;  there  were  seven  or  eight  born  of  leprous 
parents.  That  was  in  Dr.  Edmunds'  time,  before  the  women  were 
received. 

2431.  How  was  the  disease  communicated  to  them? — They  were  born 
of  leprous  parents. 

2432.  Was  the  father  or  the  mother  leprous  ? — Both,  so  we  understood. 

2433.  Is  the  history  clear  from  the  records  ? — The  Kev.  Canon  Baker 
will  be  able  to  tell  you  more  about  it.    They  lived  next  door  to  him. 

2434.  Do  the  names  and  other  particulars  appear  on  record? — I  could 
not  tell  you.  The  Eev.  Canon  Baker  will  tell  you  everything.  He  took 
great  interest  in  the  matter  when  he  was  chaplain. 

2435.  In  the  case  of  these  children,  either  the  mothers  or  fathers  were 
leprous  ? — Yes. 

2436.  Do  you  know  of  any  case  where  a  child  was  leprous  at  the  time 
of  birth  ? — No  ;  but  I  have  known  a  woman  come  over  to  the  island  with 
little  children,  and  I  have  tried  to  separate  them  from  the  mothers,  thinking 
that  mischief  might  arise.  I  met  with  great  difficulty,  but  eventually  they 
developed  leprosy. 

2437.  At  what  age  ? — One  boy  was  about  five  years  old  when  he  got  the 
disease.  I  daresay  he  is  still  there.  When  he  came  with  his  mother  he  had 
no  mark  of  leprosy  on  him  at  all,  and  the  same  with  the  other  children.  I 
tried  to  take  them  away,  thinking  they  were  running  a  risk,  but  the  parents 
did  not  like  it.  After  a  year  or  two  they  began  to  develope  the  disease. 
There  was  a  boy  who  came  with  his  father,  but  his  father  would  not  allow 
him  to  be  taken  from  him ;  he  began  to  show  signs  of  tlie  disease. 

2438.  Did  these  children  live  with  their  parents  iu  the  leper 
wards  ? — The  boy  was  with  his  father  and  there  was  a  giil  with  her 
mother.  They  were  in  the  same  place,  shared  the  same  food,  used  the  same 
utensils,  and  were  closely  associated.  Then  there  were  two  white  lads, 
farmei's  children  ;  one  was  a  big  robust  fellow  about  18,  he  had  a  brother 
about  10  or  11.  These  two  boys  were  distinctly  leprous;  the  big  lad 
developed  a  very  swollen  face  and  his  voice  was  affected;  it  seemed  to  be 
throat  leprosy  more  than  anything  else ;  the  other  boy  had  it  iu  his  legs  and 
feet.  His  own  history  was  that  he  had  the  marks  on  him  ever  since  he  was 
six  years  old,  and  that  his  mother  was  a  leper,  but  you  cannot  take  the 
statements  of  these  people  very  well  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 

2439.  Di\  Herman.']  Did  the  cases  you  have  spoken  of  develope  on  the 
island,  or  did  they  come  there  as  kpers  ? — They  came  there  as  lepers. 

2440.  Can  you  trace  any  connection  between  the  two  cases  of  the  far- 
mer's boys  ? — They  seem  to  have  come  of  a  leprous  stock.  Their  own  account 
was  that  their  mother  was  leprous. 

2441.  Did  you  investigate  the  matter? — We  questioned  them.  They 
were  white  persons. 

2442.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Have  you  ever  written  any  account  or  statement  in 
which  you  have  gathered  up  all  the  evidence  as  to  contagion  or  heredity  ? — 
No.    We  had  too  much  to  do  on  the  island. 

2443.  In  your  annual  reports  did  you  bring  any  cases  forward  ? — I  said 
that  the  lepers  were  great  rascals.  They  are  misciiiovous  fellows,  and  they 
give  us  a  lot  of  trouble. 
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;r.  mno*,.  2UL  You  say  that  the  parents  of  these  boys  were  leprous  ? — That  is 

their  own  story. 

e  .  1  , 1894.  ^  2445.  Do  you  mean  to  infer  from  that  that  they  caught  leprosy  from 
their  parents  ? — I  think  they  must  have  had  leprous  blood  in  them,  the  leper 
taint,  and  it  developed  later  on.  One  boy  developed  the  disease  between  7 
and  8,  and  the  other  did  not  show  it  till  he  was  18  or  19.  There  was  a  long 
interval  between  the  two.  The  oldest  boy  was  strong  and  big,  and  the 
other  was  small  and  took  after  his  mother. 

2446.  Have  you  any  evidence  to  prove  direct  contagion  ? — No.  We  all 
know  how  these  boys  live,  occupying  very  often  the  same  room  and  so  on. 
What  always  struck  me  on  the  island  was  that  these  fellows  have  not  the 
slightest  fear  of  one  another  ;  they  will  kiss  and  handle  one  another,  and  pull 
each  other  about,  and  they  even  treat  visitors  in  the  same  way. 

2447.  Do  they  do  that  on  the  island  ? — Visitors  do  not  hesitate  to  kiss 
them  and  shake  hands  with  them.  If  I  allowed  them,  they  would  shake 
hands  with  me  every  time  I  went  to  see  them. 

2448.  Br.  Herman.~]  Do  you  regard  leprosy  as  contagious  ? — I  t  bouM  jII 
not  like  to  run  any  risk.    I  might  have  a  scratch  on  my  hand  ;  you 

know  what  may  happen  in  the  course  of  a  day,  you  may  prick  yoursa. 
a  thorn  ;  you  do  not  go  about  with  gloves  on  on  the  island. 

2449.  If  you  had  fear,  would  not  you  say  that  the  disease  was  contagious  ? 
— It  is  more  the  fear  of  the  loathsomeness  of  it  than  anything  else.  For  my 
ovrn  part,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  sleep  in  the  same  ward  with  lepers  if  it  was 
absolutely  necessary. 

2450.  Do  you  regard  it  as  an  infectious  disease  ? — 'So  ;  I  do  not  regard 
it  as  infectious  or  contagious.  I  believe  it  is  propagated  only  in  one  way,  and 
that  is  by  sexual  intercourse.    That  is  my  belief . 

2451.  In  what  way? — By  sexual  intercourse.  Children  are  not  born 
with  leprosy  on  them  at  the  time,  but  they  develope  it  about  7  or  8  years 
after.  I  have  never  seen  a  leper  child  under  the  age  of  six,  but  it  is  difficult 
sometimes  to  estimate  ages;  a  child  may  look  five  and  be. six  really. 

2452.  You  say  that  leprosy  developes  7  or  8  years  after  birth,  is  not  that 
rather  a  long  period  of  incubation  ? — I  ha  ve  never  seen  leprosy  in  babies,  and 
I  have  seen  a  great  deal  of  it  in  Cape  Town. 

2453.  Are  there  not  m.any  cases  recorded  where  it  is  impossible  to  trace 
it  to  sexual  intercourse  ;  take,  for  instance,  the  case  of  a  person  20  years  old 
who  had  never  sexual  intercourse  at  all  ? — He  might  get  it  from  his  parents. 

2454.  But  you  say  that  it  only  spreads  from  sexual  intercourse  ? — He 
may  have  inherited  the  disease  from  one  of  his  progenitors. 

2456.  Do  you  mean  that  it  is  spread  by  heredity  ? — Yes. 
2466.  The  case  you  mentioned  where  a  boy  got  it  through  a  wound 

made  by  a  fish  hook  does  not  bear  that  out,  does  it  ? — You  can  inoculate 
the  disease  directly  by  such  an  accideot. 

2457.  Then  that  is  a  second  means  of  communication,  is  it  not  ? — Cer 
tainly  it  is.    Cases  occur  of  leprosy  being  propagated  by  accident. 

2468.  D)\  Dodds.']  In  your  conversation  with  lepers  have  you  ever  ob- 
tained any  evidence  as  to  contagion  or  inoculation  ? — They  always  made  some 
excuse,  and  said  they  hurt  themselves  against  a  rock  or  something  of  the  sort, 
but  when  you  pressed  the  matter  very  closely,  you  always  found  that  there 
was  some  family  history,  that  uncles  or  grandfathers  or  somebody  had  had  the 
disease. 

2459.  There  always  appeared  to  be  some  previous  history  of  leprosy  ? — 
Yes,  some  history  of  that  kind. 

2460.  Chairman.']  Do  you  consider  leprosy  in  any  of  its  forms  or  stages 
non-contagious? — I  think  that  in  the  ulcerated  stage  there  is  risk, 

2461.  Is  that  the  only  stage  where  there  is  a  risk? — No,  they  may- 
suffer  from' throat  leprosy,  and  they  have  a  difficulty  in  speaking. 

2462.  In  what  form  would  that  occur,  in  the  tubercular  form  or  the 
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ansesthetic  form  ? — In  the  tubercular  form.  If  a  man  in  the  ulcerated  stage 
happened  by  accident  to  take  my  hand  and  1  got  the  disease,  that  is  what  I 
would  call  inoculation  by  contagion.  ^**V 

2463.  Is  there  any  form  of  leprosy  in  which  a  person  is  not  capable  of 
communicating  the  disease  to  others  ? — Sometimes  a  person  comes  to  the 
island  where  the  face  is  perfectly  leonine,  the  voice  muffled,  ears  swollen, 
and  the  fingers  twisted  in  every  direction,  but  there  are  no  sores. 

2464.  Would  you  consider  such  a  person  capable  of  communicating 
the  disease  ? — If  he  gets  in  contact  with  a  womau  he  may  breed  a  leper  child. 

2465.  Suppose  they  lived  in  the  same  house,  would  that  be  sufficient  to 
convey  the  disease  ? — I  should  say  not  without  sexual  intercourse. 

2466.  Apart  from  sexual  intercourse,  would  sach  a  man  be  a  danger  to 
the  community  at  large  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

2487.  Because  there  is  no  broken  surface  ? — Just  so. 

2468.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Supposing  such  a  patient  kissed  anyone,  would 
-  )  be  any  risk? — As  a  rule,  the  lips  are  all  cracked  and  terribly  broken. 

2469.  Dr.  Herman.']  "Would  not  that  be  a  source  of  danger  ? — Yes, 
•e  there  is  broken  surface. 

2470.  Chairman.]  Take  a  case  of  the  ansesthetic  type  in  the  initial  stage, 
where  there  was  one  or  more  patches,  would  such  a  person  be  capable  of 
communicating  the  disease  ? — Xo  ;  except  by  sexual  intercourse. 

2471.  Would  there  not  be  any  ri-k  of  such  a  man  spreading  contagion 
by  desquamation  of  the  cuticle  if  he  lived  in  the  same  house  with  healthy 
people  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

2472.  Have  you  any  records  to  bear  out  that  view  ? — I  have  never 
heard  of  nor  seen  such  a  case  during  the  thirty  years  I  have  been  in  practice. 

2473.  Has  there  ever  been  a  case  of  leprosy  communicated  to  the 
attendants  to  your  knowledge  ? — Never  on  the  island. 

2474.  Were  the  attendants  in  close  contact  with  the  lepers  ? — Yes. 
They  worked  with  them,  gave  them  their  clothes,  and  washed  for  them. 

2476.  Dr.  Dodds.]  I  believe  there  were  very  few  attendants  in  the 
earlier  days,  were  there  not  ? — Yes;  they  did  the  washing  for  the  patients. 

2476.  Dr.  Herman.']  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  out  of  928  children 
born  of  leprous  parents,  only  23  have  become  affected  ;  how  do  you  account 
for  that  ? — I  do  not  know  what  the  authority  is  for  those  figures.  Lepr(  sy, 
like  syphilis,  does  not  develope  all  at  once. 

2477.  As  a  rule  are  lepers  prolific ;  do  they  have  many  children  ? — I 
could  not  say. 

2478.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Do  you  know  of  any  case  where  leprosy  has  been 
transmitted  by  vaccination  ? — I  never  heard  of  such  a  case. 

2479.  Chairman^]  Have  you  had  much  experience  of  vaccination  ? — 
Thirty  years  ago  I  vaccinated  several  thousand  children,  and  I  never  heard 
of  such  a  case. 

2480.  Was  it  mainly  arm  to  arm  lymph  ? — No ;  the  lymph  was  chiefly 
obtained  from  England  in  glasses  in  the  early  days  of  vaccination  here. 

2481.  Did  you  vaccinate  from  arm  to  arm? — Yes,  always  from  white 
children  whose  parents  I  knew. 

2482.  Have  you  vaccinated  coloured  children  from  coloured  children  ? 
— Generally  from  white  children.  In  the  early  days  when  I  was  vaccine 
officer,  I  had  the  name  of  the  parents  of  the  child  from  whom  the  lymph  was 
taken,  so  as  to  be  able  to  trace  the  case. 

2483.  In  arm  to  arm  vaccination  under  those  circumstances  have  you 
ever  known  of  a  case  of  leprosy  ? — I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing. 

2484.  Dr.  Greathead.]  .1  understand  you  were  public  vaccinator  ? — Yes, 
for  a  good  many  years.  I  commenced  in  1860,  I  think,  and  Dr.  Landsberg 
succeeded  me. 

2485.  Are  you  aware  that  a  small  leper  colony  proceeded  from 
Norway  and  settled  in  North  America  for  a  long  period,  and    that  Dr, 
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JF  M^ho        Hansen,  who  went  over  to  examine  these  people  after  a  certain  period, found 
■  _L  them  perfectly  healthy  ? — I  should  not  wonder  at  it,  because  the  cold  climate 

r«b.  16th,  1894.    would  be  all  in  their  favour,  and  they  would  be  well  fed. 

2486.  Are  you  aware  that  many  of  the  people  in  Norway  are  miserably 
fed,  many  of  them  living  only  on  bark  and  shells.  Are  not  lepers  much 
influenced  by  their  surroundings  ? — I  think  Norwegians  would  be  im- 
proved by  going  to  America. 

2487.  You  think  that  leprosy  is  spread  largely  by  sexual  intercourse? 
— I  do  not  say  largely.  I  say  that  it  is  the  only  way  I  can  trace  it  and 
follow  it  up.    You  never  get  patients  to  give  you  a  true  history. 

2488.  "Would  that  explain  the  exceedingly  wide  area  of  leprosy  and  the 
number  of  cases  that  exist  ? — I  cannot  understand  why  it  is  spread  so  widely 
about  the  world  ;  it  seems  to  puiazle  everybody.  In  crowded  places  where 
the  type  of  life  is  low  and  food  scarce  you  see  a  good  deal  of  it  spreading,  as 
in  China  and  India. 

2489.  Di:  Dod'Js.']  Is  the  disease  likely  to  be  mitigated  by  good  food  and 
favourable  hygienic  surroundings  ? — Yes.  I  have  heard  Dr.  Ebden  say  that 
in  India  he  had  soldiers  under  his  care  who  had  gone  to  the  poorer  districts 
on  leave  and  in  a  year's  time  they  had  developed  leprosy,  although  they  were 
perfectly  healthy  when  they  left.  I  do  not  know  how  to  account  for  that. 
I  have  often  heard  him  talk  about  it,  and  it  is  a  great  puzzle  to  Indians. 

2490.  Have  you  seen  an  article  by  Dr.  Dixon  on  leprosy  at  the  Cape, 
published  in  the  Journal  of  the  Leprosy  Investigation  Committee,  July  1891  ? 
— Yes,  I  have  read  it ;  it  is  very  unsatisfactory  and  misleading. 

2491 .  Are  the  statements  correct  in  your  opinion  ? — There  is  one  state- 
ment til  at  I  distinctly  deny,  where  he  say  s  that  until  the  year  1889  the  same  vehicle 
was  used  indifferently  for  the  conveyance  of  bread,  raw  meat,  groceries,  burying 
lepers,  and  even  taking  the  dead  from  the  leper  wards.  That  means  nothing. 
Whenever  a  woman  died  at  the  female  leper  ward  at  Murray's  Bay,  the  only 
way  was  to  send  down  a  vehicle  containing  a  coffin,  which  would  be  placed  on 
the  cart  and  then  brought  to  the  church,  from  whence  it  was  carried  by  lepers 
to  the  cemetery.    There  is  no  harm  in  that. 

2492.  Dr.  Herman?^  You  see  nothing  objectionable  in  that  ? — No.  The 
whole  thing  did  not  occupy  perhaps  20  minutes.  As  to  the  living  lepers 
being  conveyed,  when  female  lepers  were  sent  over  unexpectedly  by  the  boat 
without  any  preparatory  notice  from  the  Government,  I  had  a  cart  inspanned 
and  a  matti-ess  was  placed  in  it  and  thus  the  patients  were  conveyed  up  from 
the  boat  five  or  six  at  a  time  to  ]\[urray's  Bay.  The  cart,  of  course,  would  be 
washed  afterwards  and  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  the  practice,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  island  then. 

2493.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Was  there  any  case  of  contagion  from  this: — 
Never.  With  regard  to  carrying  bread,  raw  meat  and  groceries,  all  such 
things  were  placed  in  boxes  or  baskets  for  distribution  amongst  the  wards 
round  the  island,  but  lepers  would  not  be  carried  about  at  the  same  time. 
Dr.  Dixon  goes  on  to  say,  "  It  was  stated  that  this  cart  never  underwent 
any  special  cleansing  or  disinfection,  and  its  appearance,  when  it  first  came 
under  the  observation  of  the  writer,  entirely  corroborated  the  statement.'' 
Dr.  Dixon  probably  saw  the  ration  cart  after  the  bread  and  meat  had  been 
taken  out  to  the  different  wards,  in  which  case  it  might  not  be  clean  then, 
but  ic  was  always  cleansed  afterwards. 

2494.  Dr.  Herman.]  Would  you  recommend  that  one  cart  be  used  as 
a  hearse  and  another  for  taking  meat  and  other  things  round  and  carrying 
the  lepers  ? — Yes.  The  cart  was  only  used  for  bringing  up  the  female 
lepers.    There  was  a  hearse  at  the  island,  or  frame  on  wheels. 

2495.  Dr.  Dodds.l  In  the  article  referred  to  it  is  said  that  close  contact 
existed  for  a  long  time  between  lepers  and  non-lepers,  and  that  the  lepers' 
washing  was  done  by  female  lunatics  in  cold  water  only,  and  was  often 
mixed  with  the  underclothing  of  the  lunatic  patients  in  the  process  of  wash.-| 


153 


ing;  is  that  exaggerated  do  you  think? — ^The  washing  on  the  island  was  s'^jioee 
undertaken  by  a  leper  man  who  was  specially  paid  to  do  it ;  it  was  not  given        '  _ 
to  the  female  lunatics  to  wash  at  all ;  all  they  had  to  do  was  to  iron  it  and  get  ^"^^ 
it  up,  and  do  the  mending. 

2496.  Dr.  Herman.^  I  see  from  your  evidence  given  before  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council  in  1889,  that  the  patients  were  frequently 
supplied  with  I  randy  which  was  smuggled  on  to  the  island,  and  that  they 
availed  themselves  of  opportunities  to  have  sexual  intercourse  with  visitors  ? 
— Women  of  the  town  used  to  come  over  to  see  them,  and  much  brandy  was 
destroyed  by  me  when  detected,  and  the  smugglers  expelled. 

2497.  An  institution  conducted  in  such  a  manner  is  worse  than  useless 
ia  preventing  a  spread  of  leprosy,  is  it  not  ? — We  took  the  brandy  from  them 
as  often  as  we  could. 

2498.  There  appears  to  have  been  free  intercourse  with  healthy  people  ? 
— Yisitors  got  tickets  from  the  Colonial  Office ;  as  many  as  liked  could  come 
over,  and  there  was  no  one  to  watch  them  on  the  island.  If  any  brandy  was 
found  on  the  patients  it  was  taken  from  them. 

2499.  With  regard  to  the  patients  having  sexual  intercourse  with 
visitors,  have  you  any  evidence  to  prove  that  leprosy  was  spread  in  that 
way  ? — I  could  not  say ;  very  probably,  the  same  as  with  svphilis, 

2500.  Chairmmi.^  Has  the  disease  to  your  knowledge  ever  arisen  spon- 
taneously ? — I  know  nothing  about  that  from  my  own  experience. 

2561.  Is  it  caused  in  any  way  by  eating  any  specific  articles  of  diet 
such  as  fish,  diseased  grain,  and  so  forth  ? — The  lepers  themselves  used  to 
say  that  they  always  got  worse  when  they  eat  fish,  but  that  very  likely  was 
because  they  were  particularly  anxious  to  get  meat. 

2502.  Do  you  know  from  your  experience  that  the  patients  get  any 
exacerbation  when  on  a  fish  diet  ? — Yes.    I  have  seen  that, 

2503.  Do  they  attribute  it  to  the  fish  ? — I  think  it  is  due  to  the  salt  in 
the  fish.  I  have  seen  fresh  eruptions  come  on  after  a  couple  of  days' 
feverishness. 

2504.  Is  the  disease  ever  spontaneously  cured  or  arrested  ? — I  thiuk 
to  a  certain  extent  the  disease  is  arrested. 

2505.  I  am  speaking  of  the  disease  as  a  whole  ? — There  is  one  old 
r!ape  corps  man  on  Robben  Island,  who  was  formerly  employed  as  a  cook, 
and  he  lost  I  think  three  fingers  from  his  hand  through  leprosy,  but  since 
that  time  he  has  never  shown  the  slightest  sign  of  leprosy. 

2506.  Is  he  over  on  the  island  still  ?— Yes,  I  think  so.  He  is  the  only 
Cape  corps  man  there. 

2507.  Is  that  the  only  case  you  know  of  ? — Yes.  I  look  upon  that  as 
a  thoroughly  arrested  case. 

2508.  Would  you  draw  any  distinction  between  the  terms  "  arrested  " 
and  "cured"? — I  would  rot  say  such  a  case  was  cured,  only  arrested. 

2509.  You  think  the  disease  is  never  cured  but  it  may  be  arrested  ? — ■ 
Yes.    I  would  not  go  farther  than  that.    I  think  it  may  be  arrested. 

2510.  Have  you  no  recorded  cases  ? — I  have  known  cases  where  the 
sores  have  healed  up,  and  so  far  the  patient  has  been  generally  healthy. 

2511.  Was  that  a  case  of  tubercular  or  anaesthetic  leprosy?  Anaesthetic. 

2512.  Have  you  never  known  of  the  arrest  of  the  tubercular  form  ? — 
l!^o  ;  they  generally  die  within  two  or  three  years  from  dysentery  or  diarrhoea 
and  dropsy. 

2513.  Have  you  ever  known  any  case  of  cure  as  the  result  of  treatment  ? 
— No.  I  have  seen  the  patients  get  better  in  health  when  they  have  used 
cod-liver  oil  and  tonics,  or  got  rid  of  dead  bone,  &c. 

2514.  How  would  you  deal  with  arrested  cases  of  leprosy ;  would  you 
liberate  the  patients  ? — No,  because  the.  disease  might  break  out  again,  and 
moreover  they  would  not  be  able  to  earn  a  living.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons 
for  segregating  them. 
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w.m  'jt,a$.  2515.  Do  you  think  the  disease  might  Li-oak  out  again  if  the  patient 

b  i6tb    ()      ^^^^  placed  under  unfavourable  circumstances '? — Yes ;  if  the  patient  were 
'    '  '    brought  back  to  his  old  surroundings  he  might  have  a  fresh  outbreak.    It  is 
kinder  to  keep  the  patients  where  they  are. 

2616.  Would  you  release  a  leper  under  any  circumstances? — He  is 
better  I  think  where  he  is,  in  an  asylum. 

2517.  I  understand  you  would  under  no  circu instances  release  a  leper, 
because  the  disease  might  be  propagated  by  inoculation  or  sexual  intercourse? 
— I  would  in  no  case  release  lepers ;  I  would  keep  them  segregated. 

2618.  Dr.  Edinyton.~\  J  understood  you  to  say  that  there  was  more 
exacerbation  after  a  salt  fish  diet  ? — Yes  ;  there  was  a  certain  amount  of 
feverishness,  and  on  the  third  day  large  patches  broke  out,  tender  and  hot  to 
the  touch. 

2519.  Did  that  arise  from  a  gastric  cause  ? — No.  I  scarcely  know  how 
to  account  for  it ;  it  was  a  fresh  eruption  of  the  leprous  poison  apparently. 
After  six  or  eight  weeks  there  would  still  be  this  discoloration  and  thickening 
of  the  skin. 

2520.  Are  you  speaking  of  salt  fish  ? — Yes. 

2521.  You  do  not  mean  to  infer,  do  you,  that  a  diet  of  salt  fish  could 
cause  leprosy  ? — No,  but  it  is  unsuitable  for  the  patients. 

2522.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  you  ever  seen  any  ansesthetic  cases  that 
remained  dormant  a  long  time  and  then  broke  out  again  ? — In  anaesthetic 
oases  the  patient  cannot  feel  ;  he  does  not  even  know  if  he  burns  himself, 
there  is  no  sensation  at  all. 

2523.  It  has  been  stated  that  in  the  case  of  antesthetic  patients,  if  they 
do  not  die  within  about  13  years,  the  disease  becomes  dormant,  and 
is  practically  arrested ;  has  that  been  your  experience  ?  —  I  cannot 
say.  I  know  you  sometimes  see  these  patients  standing  up  to  their  knees  in 
water,  and  they  do  not  seem  to  feel  the  cold ;  they  will  even  take  fire  in 
their  hands  withgut  feeling  it. 

^  2524.  Dr.  Edington.']  If  the  symptoms  bave  come  to  a  standstill,  would 
you  call  such  a  case  cured  ? — It  is  arrested,  but  it  may  break  out  again. 
These  patients  use  great  pressure  in  order  to  induce  you  to  give  them  their 
liberty.  If  you  allowed  them  to  go  to  the  mainland,  they  might  in  six 
months'  time  come  back  a  great  deal  worse  than  ever  they  were  before, 
perhaps  miserable  objects,  all  over  sores,  and  in  a  most  disgusting  condition, 
altbough  when  they  go  they  are  nice  and  clean  and  apparently  well.  I 
have  seen  that  in  more  than  one  case,  and  I  recommended  the  Grovernment 
to  give  them  no  more  liberty  ashore,  and  our  instructions  were  to  throw  all 
sorts  of  difficulties  in  their  way,  which  we  did  by  simply  refusing  them  leave. 

252  .  Chairman.~\  I  understand  you  to  say  that  there  is  a  recrudescence 
of  the  disease  when  patients  are  subjected  to  inferior  hygienic  conditions  and 
inferior  living? — Yes,  their  general  condition  deteriorates. 

2526.  Does  that  apply  to  all  forms  of  leprosy  ? — -I  only  speak  of  the 
forms  that  have  come  under  my  notice. 

2627.  What  meaning  do  you  attach  to  the  term  "  heredity  "  as  applied 
to  leprosy? — I  think  it  is  a  very  injudicious  thing  for  any  person  to  marry 
into  a  family  where  leprosy  can  be  traced. 

2528.  As  regards  heredity,  would  you  say  there  is  actual  transmission 
of  the  disease  fiom  parent  to  child,  or  only  a  predisposition  to  the  disease  ? 
— It  is  the  same  as  with  consumption  ;  there  is  a  predisposition.  You  may 
have  a  consumptive  taint,  and  you  may  have  a  leprous  taint,  from  no  fault 
of  your  own. 

2529.  Would  you  say  there  was  actual  transmission  of  the  disease? — I 
cannot  answer  that;  it  is  a  mysterious  thing. 

2530.  Dr.  Edington.']  Have  you  ever  known  the  case  of  a  foetus  being 
leprotic  ? — No. 

2531.  Do  you  believe  if  a  child  became  leprous,  the  actual  disease  is 
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acquired  after  birth  or  before  birth  ? — It  manifests  itself  later  on,  in  my  ^  y;,,,, 
opinion,  as  the  child  grows  older.  *  — 

2532.  Is  it  possible  to  have  it  before  birth? — I  have  no  evidence  as  to 

that. 

2533.  Leaving  that  fin  open  question,  do  you  be.Ueve  there  are  peculiar 
hereditary  proclivities  that  are  transmitted  ? — I  do  not  know  how  it  is  done. 
You  have  a  consumptive  taint,  but  a  child  may  not  be  born  with  tuber- 
culous lungs.  I^ater  on,  when  the  child  arrives  at  puberty,  the  disease 
may  manifest  itself. 

2534.  You  say  there  is  a  taint,  what  do  you  mean  by  that  ?— I  think  a 
predisposition  to  leprosy  would  be  in  the  blood. 

2535.  Do  you  mean  to  insist  that  children  born  of  leprous  parents  are 
less  adapted,  when  they  grow  older,  to  resist  leprosy  ? — The  children  of 
leper  parents  run  great  risk  of  developing  leprosy,  and  no  one  should  marry 
them  I  think. 

2536.  Do  you  mean  they  are  better  adapted  for  the  growth  of  the 
bacillus  leprae  ? — I  think  so.  It  is  a  very  serious  thing  marrying  into  a 
leprous  family. 

2537.  Chairman.']  What  is  the  age  of  the  youngest  leprous  child  you 
have  seen? — Six  years  old  I  think. 

2538.  Do  you  think  that  heredity  in  the  sense  of  leprous  parents  is  the 
strongest  cause  of  the  spread  of  the  disease  ? — I  think  it  is  the  most  active 
cause,  next  to  accidental  inoculation. 

2539.  Dr.  Edington.']  Apart  from  contagion  ? — Yes.  We  have  noticed 
among  the  patients  a  large  number  of  Hottentots.  I  suppose  it  is  due  to 
their  miserable  surroundings. 

2540.  Chairman.']  Would  you  allow  conjugal  intercour.se  between  lepers? 
— Yes.  If  lepers  like  to  marry  each  other  there  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  do  so. 

2541.  Dr.  Edington.]  Has  the  result  of  conjugal  intercourse  affected 
the  spread  of  the  disease  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

2542.  Putting  aside  all  sentimental  objections,  is  it  advisable  that  lepers 
should  be  allowed  to  have  sexual  intercourse  ? — You  ought  not  to  deprive 
them  of  their  civil  riglits  I  think  as  spouses. 

2543.  Putting  aside  all  sentimental  objections,  with  a  view  to  the  arrest 
of  leprosy  would  you  permit  it  ? — I  think  there  ought  to  be  a  separation  of 
the  sexes ;  it  is  a  very  desirable  thing,  and  I  know  that  on  Robben  Island  it 
had  the  very  best  effects. 

2544.  Dr.  Ilernian.]  Would  you  prevent  conjugal  intercourse  under  all 
circumstances ;  should  a  leper  man  married  to  a  leper  woman  live  with 
her? — If  they  are  married  you  cannot  help  yourself. 

2545.  Dr.  Dodds.]  You  could  prevent  two  insane  persons  living  together, 
could  you  not  do  the  same  with  lepers? — You  could  imprison  them  and 
separate  them  forcibly,  but  if  a  lunatic  has  a  sane  interval,  you  cannot  pre- 
vent a  husband  visiting  his  wife. 

2540.  Chairman']  Have  you  ever  known  a  case  of  leprosy  due  to  sexual 
intercourse,  a  healthy  subject  on  one  side  and  a  leper  on  the  other? — Not 
from  my  personal  knowledge. 

2547.  Is  there  any  record  of  such  a  case  ? — No,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

2548.  Is  it  possible  do  you  think  ? — Yes.  People  tell  you  of  such  things. 

2549.  With  regard  to  the  period  of  incubation  in  leprosy,  do  you  believe 
that  there  iy  such  a  period  ? — I  know  nothing  about  it. 

2550.  Dr.  Herman.]  You  mentioned  the  case  of  a  boy  who  was  wounded 
in  the  foot,  did  you  get  any  particulars  as  to  that  ? — All  we  learned  was  that 
the  patient  was  about  15  years  old  when  it  happened. 

2551.  Dr.  Edington.]  When  did  the  disease  manifest  itself  ?— I  saw  the 
boy  when  he  was  18. 

2552.  Where  did  flic  disease  show  itself  ? — In  the  foot. 
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i?''-  2553.  Dr.  Herman?^  Do  vou  think  the  period  of  incubation  in  all  cases 

_  ,  '  is  constant  ? — I  cannot  say.  I  only  know  that  you  seldom  see  a  case  before 
Feb.  15th,  1894.    j^j^  or  seveu  years  old. 

2554.  Some  of  the  cases  would  presuppose  a  long  period  of  incubation, 
would  they  not  ? — Yes.  I  know  the  case  of  a  gentleman  in  Cape  Town,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  42  years.  It  was  only  during  the  last  five  years  of  his 
life  that  he  showed  it. 

2665.  What  does  that  prove? — That  the  disease  can  manifest  itself 
late  in  the  family  history.  In  the  case  I  allude  to,  the  person  lived  in  good 
circumstances  and  his  family  were  well  off.  He  did  not  show  any  symptoms 
till  within  the  last  five  years  of  his  life. 

2556.  Might  the  period  of  incubation  be  40  years  ? — You  might  pro- 
tract it  to  60. 

2557.  Is  not  that  unscientific  ? — I  do  not  consider  it  so ;  it  is  a  fact. 
I  have  seen  cases  among  old  sailors,  who  showed  leprosy  when  they  were 
between  50  and  60  years  old.  They  had  not  manifested  it  before,  and  they 
swore  that  they  had  not  picked  it  up  from  anybody. 

2558.  Did  these  sailors  come  to  Eobben  Island  as  lepers  ? — They  were 
sent  there  as  lepers. 

2559.  Was  there  no  history  of  their  being  in  contact  with  other  lepers? 
— Not  that  we  could  trace. 

2560.  Did  the  leprosy  originate  spontaneously  ? — I  do  not  know,  they 
could  give  no  account  of  it.  - 

2561.  Is  it  not  fallacious  to  say  that  the  period  of  incubation  was  40 
years  ? — You  cannot  fix  any  date  as  regards  some  patients.  There  was  one 
soldier  and  also  a  sailor,  both  dead,  and  these  men  according  to  their  own 
story  never  had  anything  of  the  kind  till  they  were  sent  to  the  island.  They 
must  have  been  over  50  years  old. 

2562.  Chairman.']  Is  it  possible  to  diagnose  the  disease  during  the 
period  of  incubation  or  even  in  its  early  stages  ? — You  would  naturally 
enquire  into  the  family  history  before  you  could  commit  youiself  to  anything. 

2568.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Do  you  know  of  any  group  of  cases  which  we  might 
investij^ate — cases  that  are  now  living  ? — I  have  been  quite  out  of  it  for  five 
or  six  years.  The  other  day  a  little  child  was  brought  to  me  to  be  vacci- 
nated, and  I  had  a  strong  suspicion  that  it  was  a  case  of  leprosy,  and  I  told 
the  mother  so  at  the  time,  owing  to  the  peculiar  appearance  of  the  eyelids,  and 
the  eyeballs  and  the  peculiarity  of  the  joints.  I  could  trace  that  case.  The 
parents  denied  that  it  was  so  when  I  asked  them. 

2564.  Chairman.']  Do  you  know  of  any  doubtful  cases  of  leprosy  ? — 
There  was  one  man  who  came  over  to  the  island  as  a  shoemaker  to  the 
female  lepers,  and  he  had  a  little  girl  who  has  got  anaesthetic  patches.  Two 
or  three  medical  men  looked  at  the  girl,  and  at  the  end  of  three  months 
she  was  discharged  from  the  island  and  I  have  not  heard  of  the  case 
getting  worse.  She  had  all  the  appearance  of  a  leper,  a  wound  in  the  foot, 
a  peculiarity  about  the  joints  and  the  eyes  and  all  the  rest  of  it.  I  have  not 
seen  the  girl  since,  but  the  father  met  me  the  other  day  and  he  said  that  the 
child  was  perfectly  well.  I  could  find  the  man  ;  he  had  two  children,  a  boy 
and  a  girl.    I  saw  the  man  only  yesterday. 

2665.  How  would  you  from  time  to  time  ascertain  the  health  of  a  pos- 
sibly infected  patient  who  was  set  at  liberty  ? — We  know  nothing  about 
patients  after  they  have  left  the  island.  This  shoemaker  was  sent  over  to  the 
island  as  an  official,  and  he  took  his  family  with  him.  The  girl  was  down  at 
the  female  asylum.  That  is  one  of  the  cases  that  either  Dr.  Impey  or  Dr. 
Dixon  discharged. 

2566.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  present  system  of  segregation  ? — I 
know  the  terms  of  it. 

2567.  Broadly  speaking,  do  you  approve  of  sogrogatiou  as  applied  to 
leprosy  ? — I  consider  that  it  is  a  great  blessing  for  these  people. 
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2568.  Do  you  approve  of  the  priuciple  of  segregation  under  the  present 
Act  ? — I  have  always  thought  that  there  ought  to  be  a  standing  committee 
in  Cape  Town  by  whom  all  these  cases  should  first  be  sifted 

2569.  Do  you  think  the  present  system  requires  modification  in  that 
diredion  ?—  Certainly. 

2570.  Why  ? — A  man  is  convicted  and  sent  to  the  breakwater,  and 
perhaps  after  he  has  been  there  a  little  time  he  developes  symptoms  which 
the  doctor  thinks  indicate  leprosy;  he  immediately  moves  the  Secretary  to 
the  Law  Department  to  have  that  man  removed  from  the  convict  station  and 
sent  over  to  the  island ;  that  is  all  the  authority  we  get,  and  we  must  take 
him ;  he  is  no  longer  a  convict  and  is  not  placed  under  any  control. 

2571.  Do  you  think  that  is  a  risk  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and 
that  there  might  be  an  error  in  diagnosis  ? — Not  only  that,  but  you  introduce  a 
very  unpleasant  element  on  the  island ;  you  get  convicts  who  do  a  lot  of 
mischief.    Such  persons,  I  think,  ought  to  go  before  some  Board. 

2572.  Do  you  think  that  segregation  ought  to  be  modified  in  the  direction 
of  having  a  Board  before  whom  all  doubtful  cases  should  come  ? — Yes.  All 
cases  should  be  sifted  by  such  a  Board, 

2573.  Would  you  suggest  that  the  certificate  for  sending  a  patient  to 
Eobben  Island  should  be  on  a  similar  footing  to  the  lunacy  certificate, 
which  requires  the  signature  of  two  medical  men? — I  think  that  every 
case  ought  Srst  to  be  submitted  to  a- Board.  It  could  be  aiTanged  at  the 
Old  Somerset  Hospital  to  detain  patients  there  for  about  a  week. 

2574.  You  think  that  would  safeguard  the  liberty  of  the  subject  and  also 
prevent  objectionable  persons  like  convicts  being  sent  to  the  island  ? — Yes. 
That  is  one  thing,  but  there  is  also  this  to  be  considered :  if  a  person  is 
sent  over  to  the  island  who  does  not  turn  out  to  be  a  leper  and  is  discharged, 
it  makes  everybody  else  unhappy  and  dissatisfied  on  the  island.  Very 
often  pressure  is  brought  to  bear  upon  doctors  by  clergymen  and  others  who 
want  to  get  rid  of  some  objectionable  person.  That  is  the  way  some  of 
these  cases  are  sent. 

2575.  Would  you  have  a  Board  permanently  sitting? — Yes.  i 

2576.  Would  you  also  have  a  probationary  establishment  or  receiving 
house  ? — A  patient  ought  to  be  at  least  a  week  or  a  fortnight  at  the  Old 
Somerset  Hospital. 

2577.  Would  you  use  that  as  a  probationary  establishment? — Yes;  there 
is  accommodation  there. 

2578.  And  they  would  await  there  the  final  decision  of  the  Board  ? — 

Yes. 

2579.  How  long  ? — A  fortnight  or  a  month. 

2580.  Would  you  say  three  months  ?— Not  so  long  I  think.  The  first 
thing  shoulJ  be  to  either  verify  the  statement  of  the  doctor  who  committed 
the  case  or  disapprove  of  it.  A  cautious  Board,  unless  they  were  satisfied, 
would  not  forward  the  case  to  Robben  Island.  Of  course,  if  a  person  was 
obviously  a  leper  he  would  go  at  once  to  the  island.  I  am  only  talking  about 
the  doubtful  cases. 

2581.  Dr.  Edington.']  Would  you  pass  all  cases  through  the  Board 
whether  they  were  obviously  lepers  or  not  ? — Yes.  As  I  have  already  said, 
there  is  sometimes  great  alarm  in  a  district  and  great  pressure  is  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  magistrate  or  district  surgeon.  Perhaps  it  is  only  a  case  of 
syphilis  in  tertiary  form. 

2582.  Do  you  think  what  you  suggest  would  be  an  additional  means  of 
eradicating  the  disease  in  the  Colony  ? — If  you  took  such  precautions  you 
would  limit  the  number  of  people  coming  under  treatment. 

2583.  Do  you  think  any  other  means  besides  segregation  might  be 
adopted  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  ? — Segregation  seems  to  be  the 
only  method  open. 

2584.  Dr.  Dodds.j  Ought  segregation  to  be  cuuipulsury  in  your 


ff'  R^kosi      opinion  ? — -If  you  make  it  compulsory  you  must  make  provisiou  for  tlie 
—  accommodation  of  all  the  lepers  ;  at  present  there  is  not  accommodation 

Feb.  isth.  1894,  enough. 

2585.  You  do  not  put  it  on  the  ground  that  the  disease  is  contagious 
or  hereditary,  but  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  otherwise  to 
take  care  of  these  people  ?— I  do  not  think  there  is  any  other  way  but 
segregation.  These  people  are  for  the  most  part  pauper?,  and  they  could 
not  earn  a  livelihood.  They  would  only  wander  about  the  country  without 
anyone  to  take  care  of  them,  and  another  thing  is,  the  possibility  of  a  re- 
crudescence of  the  disease.  We  hear  a  good  deal  about  the  increase  of 
leprosy  in  certain  districts,  but  what  really  happens  is  that  an  active  magis- 
strate  or  district  surgeon  looks  after  the  lepers  and  gets  them  out  of  the 
district,  and  they  then  go  to  another  district.  Every  leper  should  be  regis- 
tered in  this  country  and  I  have  been  trying  to  urge  that  upon  the  Govern- 
ment for  years. 

2586.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  you  advocate  segregation  for  the  poorer  classes  as 
distinguished  from  the  better  class  ;  would  you  for  instance  segregate  people 
who  were  able  to  take  care  of  themselves  ? — As  a  rule,  such  people  do  not 
come  under  our  notice ;  they  hide  themselves  or  their  friends  conceal  them. 

2587.  Suppose  such  cases  did  come  under  your  notice,  would  the  Act  be 
enforced  all  the  same  ? — You  would  have  to  make  accommodation  to  meet 
such  cases. 

2588.  Would  you  segregate  them  on  the  island  ? — They  might  be  se- 
gregated on  the  mainland  and  it  would  be  much  kinder  to  the  patients,  but 
you  would  have  to  separate  them  from  their  families  and  put  them  under 
treatment.    I  would  not  like  to  mix  them  up  with  the  coloured  people. 

2589.  Chairman.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  better  class  patients  being 
treated  in  their  own  homes  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

2590.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  their  being  treated  on  their  own 
farms  ? — I  think  there  ought  to  be  a  hospital  for  the  better  class  patients. 

2591.  And  in  the  case  of  those  who  could  not  contribute  anything 
towards  the  expenses  and  had  no  friends  would  you  have  them  sent  over  to 
the  island  ? — Yes. 

2592.  Do  you  recognise  a  form  of  syphilitic  leprosy,  or  is  it  superadded 
to  the  leprosy  ? — 'It  is  marvellous  what  an  amount  of  syphilis  is  mixed  up 
with  some  of  the  cases.  Apparently  it  is  superadded  ;  1  think  they  are  two 
things.  I.  have  heard  some  people  say  that  leprosy  is  tertiary  syphilis,  but 
that  is  absurd. 

2593.  In  the  event  of  the  disease  being  extinguished  in  the  Colony,  do 
you  recognise  any  source  of  danger  from  its  being  imported  from  outside  the 
Colony  ? — Only  through  the  Indians  I  think.  There  are  very  few  Chinese 
come  here. 

2594.  Might- not  there  be  a  risk  of  importing  the  disease  from  the  neigh- 
bouring territories  such  as  the  Transvaal  and  Bechuanaland  ? — I  do  not  know 
much  about  the  Transvaal,  there  are  very  few  cases  among  the  Kafirs  on  the 
island  :  it  is  more  among  the  Hottentots. 

2595.  Can  a  leper  be  allowed  to  remain  under  any  circumstances  at 
large  without  danger  of  spreading  the  disease  ? — I  think  if  a  patient  has  got 
no  open  sores  he  is  not  a  public  danger,  except  through  co-habitation. 

2596.  Would  you  let  him  be  free  if  he  had  no  open  sores  ?  —If  he  had 
no  open  sores  I  do  not  think  he  is  a  serious  danger  to  the  community,  but  on 
the  other  hand  he  may  contract  marriage,  that  is  where  the  trouble  comes  in. 
I  think  all  lepers  ought  to  be  segregated  if  you  had  the  accommodation.  I 
would  first  get  the  cases  with  open  sores  under  control.  It  is  no  use  filling 
up  the  asylum  v  ith  abhi-bodied  men  when  there  are  cases  wiih  open  sores 
about.  I  think  there  ought  to  be  segregation,  either  on  Eobbeu  Island  or  on 
the  mainland.  It  is  a  matter  of  public  convenience,  but  in  the  long  run  it 
will  come  to  this,  that  the  coloured  people  will  go  to  the  island  and  the  whites' 
will  be  accommodated  on  the  mainland. 
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2597.  Do  you  think  Robben  Island  affords  the  best  possible  locality  for 
carrying  out  the  conditions  of  segregation  ? — I  think  it  would  be  better  if 
there  was  more  water  and  gardens  so  that  the  patients  could  have  something 
to  attend  to. 

2598.  Do  you  think  Robben  Island  is  a  place  where  segregation  can  be 
carried  out  well  ? — It  could  be  carried  out  well.  The  lepers  are  segregated 
on  the  island,  but  the  segregation  itself  does  not  come  to  very  much,  as  the 
public  can  get  at  the  patients  as  much  as  they  please.  The  females  are  more 
confined,  but  the  males  have  the  freedom  of  the  whole  island. 

2599.  Have  the  public  from  the  mainland  free  access  to  both  the  male 
and  female  patients  ? — Yes  ;  even  prostitutes  go  over  to  the  island,  at  least 
so  ,1  hear  from  people  there.  The  patients  cannot  get  away  from  the  island, 
but  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  people  from  going  over  to  see  them. 

2600.  Then  practically  there  is  no  real  segregation  with  the  males,  is 
there  ? — No. 

2601.  Dr.  Dodds.~]  Is  it  not  against  the  rules  to  mix  with  the  lepers  ? 
— But  who  is  to  enforce  the  rules,  when  you  have  no  police  or  compounds? — 

2602.  Chairman.']  In  order  to  enforce  the  rules  of  segregation  the 
males  would  have  to  be  kept  within  the  wards,  would  they  not  ? — They 
ought  to  be.  There  ought  to  be  boundaries  with  janitors,  but  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  allow  it. 

260-3.  Can  the  patients  roam  about  on  visiting  days  ;  is  there  no  means 
of  locking  them  up  ? — No,  not  in  time. 

2604.  Then  it  is  modified  segregation  so  far  as  the  males  are  concerned  ? 
— Yes.  All  the  leper  pavilions  ought  to  be  enclosed  and  on  boat  days  there 
should  be  janitors  at  the  boundaries. 

2605.  Are  the  women  segregated  ? — They  are  supposed  to  be  under 
lock  and  key. 

2606.  Do  they  get  out  ? — The  male  lepers  get  to  them.  Children  have 
been  born  on  the  island,  but  not  in  my  time. 

2607.  Dr.  Herman.~\  Is  it  a  fact  that  children  have  been  born  on  the 
island  of  leper  women  ?— Yes ;  men  have  got  into  the  compound  from  what 
I  have  heard  since  I  have  left. 

2608.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  When  was  that? — I  only  know  what  the  constables 
and  others  have  told  me  on  hearsay. 

260y.  Are  there  any  records  on  the  island  of  the  children  born  of 
leper  women  ? — There-  ought  to  be  a  note  made  of  every  birth  as  well  as  of 
every  death  on  the  island. 

2610.  Chairman.']  Do  you  consider  that  the  climate  of  Robben  Island 
is  favourable  for  lepers  ?—  It  is  a  splendid  climate,  the  finest  place  in  South 
Africa  for  health. 

2611.  Why  do  you  say  that? — It  is  in  the  middle  of  the  sea,  and 
the  air  is  perfectly  pure  and  dry.  The  only  unpleasantness  is  from  the  sea 
weed  in  prolonged  westerly  gales. 

2612.  During  the  time  you  were  there  had  you  any  epidemic? — Only 
mumps,  brought  on  by  the  iodine  in  the  seaweed.  It  is  sometimes  five  feet 
thick  and  the  people  are  close  to  it. 

2613.  Do  you  think  the  general  characteristics  of  the  island  are  bene- 
ficial for  the  lepers  ? — Yes  ;  it  is  a  most  healthy  place. 

2614.  The  climate  you  think  has  no  prejudical  effect  on  the  lepers  ?— 

•No. 

2615.  Is  not  the  glare  from  the  sand  very  troublesome  ? — I  never  saw 
any  bad  eyes  on  the  island ;  there  is  no  eye  disease. 

2616.  Dr.  HerniMii.']  Are  the  throats  of  the  lepers  affected  ? — They  get 
tubercular  patches  in  the  throat. 

2617.  Chairman.]  In  the  case  of  lepers  coming  from  a  high  altitude,  as 
for  instance  the  Free  State,  would  they  be  prejudicially  affected  on  the  island 
through  the  climate  ?— They  have  only  lately  come  down  from  there  and 
would  enjoy  change. 
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}r  H^jt'ss  2618.  Is  there  a  fair  water  supply  on  the  island  ? — The  water  is  good 

—    "      and  there  is  plenty  of  it.    The  pumping  power  might  be  better,  the  wells  are 
Feb.  15th,  1894.   f^om  48  to  50  feet  deep. 

2619.  Have  they  ever  been  exhausted? — All  the  wells  kave  been  empty 
eicept  one,  which  has  always  water  in  it.  That  is  the  one  the  donkey  walks 
round.  The  water  on  the  island  is  of  course  nothing  more  than  percolated 
rain  water  which  gets  down  to  the  bed  rock,  there  are  no  springs  ;  the  water 
is  slightly  hard,  and  you  have  to  use  a  particular  soap  with  it,  but  you  can 
drink  it  and  enjoy  it. 

2620.  Then  you  think  the  climatic  and  general  conditions  of  the  island 
are  in  every  way  suitable  ?—  I  consider  it  a  little  paradise  :  it  only  wants  a 
good  wharf,  as  the  steamer  goes  backwards  and  forwards.  I  would  myself 
go  and  live  there  to-morrow  if  I  was  strong  enough,  but  I  had  to  leave  on 
account  of  asthma. 

2621.  Dr.  Edington.~i  Is  the  climate  of  the  island  likely  to  induce 
asthma  ? — No ;  there  is  only  one  other  person,  the  matron,  subject  to  asthma, 
and  she  says  she  is  better  since  she  has  been  there.  What  is  wanted  are 
leper  lodges  on  the  island  with  janitors  ;  there  is  no  means  of  keeping  the 
patients  within  bounds, 

2622.  Dr.  Herman.]  Have  there  been  any  epidemics  of  zymotic  disease 
on  the  island  ? — There  was  a  little  typhoid  fever  once,  due  to  the  infamous 
drainage,  but  that  was  attended  to.  The  drainage  passed  under  people's 
houses.    That  was  when  I  first  went  over  to  the  island  in  1884. 

2623.  Does  that  exist  at  any  particular  part? — It  is  just  close  to  where 
the  shambles  are.    I  had  a  big  trench  cut,  and  passed  the  drainage  on, 

2624.  Is  that  the  locality  known  as  "  Typhoid  row  "  ? — Dr.  Wynne 
called  it  "  Typhoid  row." 

2625.  Was  there  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  in  1892  ? — I  do  not 
know  about  that. 

2626.  Is  there  not  typhoid  fever  occurring  every  year  ?— I  never  treated 
a  case  of  typhoid  during  the  six  years  I  was  on  the  island, 

2627.  Hid  you  not  find  cases  of  slight  fever  occurring  rather  frequently? 
— There  was  very  little  sickness  on  the  island.  Diarrhoea  is  the  chief  trouble, 
and  that  is  because  the  patients  stuff  themselves  with  fruit  on  boat  days. 
The  sanitation  of  the  island  is  very  good,  Formerly  the  large  drain  oi  sewer 
that  carried  off  the  refuse  from  the  island  was  allowed  to  touch  the  sea  at 
low-water  mark  instead  of  above  it,  so  that  when  the  tide  rose  it  got  full  of 
sand,  and  was  choked  with  seaweed.  That  was  the  fault  of  the  Public 
Works  Department.  i 

2628.  Chairman.']  What  modification  would  you  suggest  in  the  arrange- 
ments on  the  island  ? — There  ought  to  be  leper  lodges  with  proper  janitors. 

2629.  Would  you  be  inclined  to  make  it  a  premium  for  good  behaviour 
that  patients  should  have  more  freedom  ? — As  long  as  they  behaved  them- J| 
selves  I  would  give  them  more  freedom.  5 

2630.  Would  you  have  a  certain  area  in  which  the  well  behaved  male  i 
lepers  could  reside  and  go  about  and  certain  cells  for  cases  of  insubordina- 
tion ? — Yes. 

2631.  And  access  to  them  at  certain  hours  ? — Yes, 

2632.  How  would  you  do  on  boat  days  ? — The  male  lepers  should  be 
interviewed  in  some  enclosure  or  in  a  common  room.  There  ought  to  be  a, 
proper  guest  room  for  receiving  visitors  in,  and  they  should  see  their 
friends  there ;  then  there  would  not  be  any  indecency,  impropriety,  o" 
smuggling.    There  is  a  lot  of  smuggling  of  dagga  goes  on, 

2633.  Does  that  exert  a  prejudicial  effect  ? — Yes.  If  ever  a  murde 
occurs  it  will  be  through  the  smuggling  of  dagga ;  they  are  very  trouble 
some  when  they  get  it  to  smoke. 

2634.  Is  there  anything  else  you  could  suggest  with  regard  to  modify 
ing  the  segregation  ? — I  do  not  know  of  anything  else.    Leper  patients  ar 
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very  tronblesome  to  deal  with.    You  CHnnot  starve  them  and  you  caunot      ^,  s^'mo,s 
flog  them  ;  all  you  can  do  Ib  to  deprive  them  of  their  liberty.  — 

2635.  What  do  you  say  about  the  segregation  of  the  women  ? — They    ^ei^-^-'th,  1894. 
ought  to  be  away  from  the  island  altogether. 

2636.  If  the  women  were  removed  from  the  island  would  there  be  less 
trouble  ? — Yes  ;  and  they  are  in  a  bad  part  of  the  island. 

2637.  Can  they  get  out  ? — They  can  get  over  the  wall  easily  enough  at 
night. 

2638.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Are  there  not  guards  watching  at  night  ? — There  - 
were  not  in  my  time. 

2639.  Dr.  Edin(jton.~]  Have  you  ever  known  of  anyone  going  to  the 
female  quarters  at  night-time  ? — People  go  out  fishing  and  call  at  the  island. 
There  is  a  certain  rock  where  they  can  land.  The  female  lepers  should  not  be 
on  the  island. 

2640.  Dr.  Hermmi.']  Do  you  knoM^  of  any  case  where  people  have  gone 
over  from  the  mainland  except  in  the  ordinary  way  ? — Since  my  time  I 
heard  that  things  had  been  thrown  over  from  boats. 

2641.  Was  that  before  you  were  there  ? — No. 

2642.  Chairman'^  Have  you  anything  else  to  suggest  ? — The  white- 
patients  ought  to  be  separated  from  the  coloured  patients. 

2643.  Would  you  have  any  separation  in  regard  to  tlie  different  stages 
of  the  disease  ? — In  ray  time  there  was  no  leper  hospital ;  the  men  were 
treated  in  the  wards,  and  perhaps  the  doctor  had  to  trudge  all  over  the 
island  looking  for  them  ;  they  might  be  away  fishing. 

2644.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  If  there  was  a  fence  round  the  women's  quarters 
and  night  watchmen,  would,  you  still  think  the  women  ought  to  be  removed  from 
the  island  ? — Yes  ;  the  male  lepers  can  visit  them  at  night,  so  I  hear  from 
people  on  the  island  ;  they  get  over  the  wall,  I  cannot  give  you  my  authority, 
but  I  have  heard  it  from  reliable  persons.  It  is  a  very  improper  thing  for 
the  women  to  be  over  there.  The  Kev.  Canon  Baker  will  tell  you  the  same 
thing.  The  Medical  Board  in  my  time  did  everything  they  could  to  prevent  it. 

2645.  Ohamnan.']  How  would  you  proceed  to  have  cases  of  leprosy 
notified  to  the  proper  authorities  ? — At  present  the  Government  call  upon 
medical  practitioners  to  notify  the  occurrence  of  contagious  diseases  that 
come  under  their  notice,  and  they  might  be  instructed  to  include  leprosy  if 
they  come  across  a  case. 

2646.  Suppose  a  medical  practitioner  says  he  will  not  do  it  ? — He 
would  have  to  do  so  if  it  was  the  law- 

2647.  Would  you  call  upon  anyone  else  to  notify  cases  to  the  Govern- 
ment?— You  must  have  a  medical  man  to  notify  ;  a  policeman  would  be  no 
. good. 

2648.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Would  you  personally  object  if  there  was  a  law 
compelling  every  medical  man  who  had  a  case  of  leprosy  brought  directly 
under  his  notice  to  report  it  ? — No.  I  think  he  ought  to  report  it  in  order 
that  proper  treatment  might  be  applied.  I  would  relieve  a  medical  man  of 
treating  the  case  on  his  own  responsibility. 

2649.  Chairman.~i  Would  you  virtually  make  medical  men  detectives  ? 
— No  ;  I  do  not  mean  that.  If  a  person  comes  under  my  notice,  I  ought  to 
tell  Ihe  Government  in  oi'dcr  that  he  may  have  proper  treatment. 

2650.  Do  you  think  an  Act  ought  to  be  passed  calling  upon  all  medical 
men  to  report  cases  of  leprosy  ? — Yes  ;  it  would  be  a  good  thing. 

2651.  How  would  you  deal  with  cases  where  no  medical  man  was  in 
attendance  ;  would  it  not  lead  to  the  concealment  of  cases  ? — Therj  are  cases 
of  concealment  now. 

2652.  Would  it  not  tend  to  increase  the  number ;  a  leper  would  not 
^  perhaps  go  to  have  any  treatment  if  he  knew  he  had  to  be  segregated  ? — 

At  present  if  a  case  of  leprosy  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  a  magistrate,  he  is 
bound  to  take  notice  of  it. 

ra.  10— '94.  J  Y 
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^""-^^  2653.  Who  is  to  bring  it  to  tlie  notice  of  tlie  magistrate  '? — The  medical 

—  man. 

Feb.  letii,  1894.  2664.  Would  you  not  throw  the  onus  on  anybody  else  ?-- You  might 

throw  it  on  the  householder. 

2655.  Dr.  Edington.~]  In  the  case  of  Kafir  locations  would  you  make 
the  headman  responsible  ? — I  suppose  it  would  come  to  that.  At  present  the 
Town  Council  insists  upon  the  notification  of  all  births  and  deaths.  If  a 
child  is  born  in  prison,  the  gaoler  has  to  report  it,  and  the  same  at  a  hospital. 

2656.  Do  you  think  there  are  many  cases  of  leprosy  concealed  at  pre- 
sent ? — You  hear  of  them  through  servants,  and  people  of  that  stamp.  I  do 
not  see  what  is  to  prevent  every  known  case  of  leprosy  being  registered.  It  is 
impossible  for  the  Government  to  make  enough  accommodation  all  at  once 
for  every  case  that  is  brought  to  its  notice ;  but  in  the  meantime  a  note 
might  be  taken  of  the  cases  so  that  they  could  not  move  from  the  district. 
At  present  you  cannot  find  out  how  many  cases  there  are  in  the  Colony. 
The  Government  has  an  idea  that  there  are  5000  lepers  in  the  country.  I 
put  it  down  at  about  600,  and  my  figures  have  worked  out  fairly  well ;  at 
the  same  time  I  think  there  are  more,  but  if  they  were  registered  you  would 
have  a  check. 

2657.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  you  any  evidence  to  prove  that  leprosy  is  on 
the  increase  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is,  except  that  there  are  young  children 
coming  on  who  may  develope  it  later  on.  " 

2658.  Would  you  put  young  children  born  of  leprous  parents  under  any 
form  of  supervisioD  ? — Yes ;  that  might  be  necessary  till  they  grow  up  a  little 
bigger  and  they  have  no  open  sores. 

2659.  Would  you  follow  them? — There  would  be  a  difficulty  about 
their  getting  into  schools  if  their  family  history  leaked  out,  but  they  might 
be  registered  and  kept  in  view. 


Cape  Town,  Friday^  February  l%th^  1894. 


Dr.  Edington, 
,,  Dodds, 
Fismer, 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  [Chairman). 


Dr.  J.  F.  Dixon  examined. 


Dr.  Greathead, 
Herman, 


^  2660.     Chairman.~\  Have  you  held  any  official  appointment  that  would 

,/.  F.  mxm.  bring  the  disease  known  as  leprosy  under  your  observation  and  treatment  ? — 
_     —  Yes;  I  was  two  years  and  three  months  on  Eobben  Island. 

'        '  2661.  At  what  date  was  that  ?— From  1st  October  1889  to  the  end  of 

December,  1891. 

2662.  Was  Eobben  Island  then  used  as  a  leper  settlement  ?— It  was. 

2663.  Have  you  any  practical  knowledge  of  the  disease  known  as  leprosy 
from  your  personal  observation  ? — I  observed  it  a  good  deal  during  the  time 
I  was  on  Eobben  Island. 

2664.  Had  you  any  knowledge  of  the  disease  previous  to  taking  up 
your  appointment  there  ? — I  had  not. 

2665.  Did  you  make  a  study  of  the  disease  while  you  were  on  the 
island  ? — I  did. 

2666.  From  what  aspect  did  you  approach  the  study?— More  especially 
with  a  view  to  endeavour  to  trace  its  origin  in  individual  oases. 

2667.  Clinically  Yes. 

2668.  Did  you  approach  the  study  of  the  disease  from  a  pathological 
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or  bacteriological  aspect  ? — No.    I  contented  myself  with  reading  and  such  ^mxaa. 
investigations  as  I  could  conduct  myself.  * 

2669.  Were  there  many  cases  on  Eobben  Island  at  that  time  ?~1 20,  i^th,  18&4. 
male  and  female. 

2G70.  What  section  came  under  your  immediate  care  ? — Both :  the 
females  more  especially  latterly. 

2671.  How  many  cases  in  all  were  there? — About  120. 

2672.  Did  you  make  any  records  at  that  time  ? — Yes,  I  have  a  number 
of  recorded  cases,  but  they  are  on  the  island  and  I  am  necessarily  a  little 
handicapped  by  that,  I  have  not  had  access  to  them  since  I  left. 

2673.  Are  they  available ?~Yes. 

2674.  Would  you  first  explain  to  the  Commission  what  meaning  you 
attach  to  the  word  "  contagion  "  as  applied  to  leprosy  ? — I  should  say  my 
definition  would  be  a  disease  of  which  the  specific  poison  might  be  communi- 
cated from  one  individual  to  another,  either  directly  or  through  some  inter- 
mediate vehicle. 

2675.  The  terms  selected  by  the  Indian  Leprosy  Commission  were  the 
following,  firstly  propagation  of  the  specific  poison  through  an  unbroken 
surface  of  skin  or  mucous  membrane  :  secondly  propagation  by  introduction 
of  the  specific  poison  through  a  broken  surface  of  skin  or  mucous  membrane : 
and  thirdly,  propagation  of  the  specific  poison  through  air,  water,  food,  earth, 
secretions  or  excretions  of  the  body.  Have  you  any  thing  to  say  Avith  regard 
to  those  terms  ?— I  should  wish  specially  to  lay  stress  on  numbers  2  and  3, 
inoculation  and  communicability.    No.  1  may  be  a  cause. 

2676.  Do  you  believe  now  that  leprosy  is  inoculable  or  contagious  in 
that  sense  ? — I  think  it  is  contagious  in  the  sense  more  especially  of  defini- 
tions 2  and  3. 

2677.  In  what    degree  would  you  consider  leprosy  contagious  ? — ■! 
should  say  that  No.  1  is  the  least  frequent  source. 

2678.  Have  you  in  your  possession  any  records  which  would  support 
your  view  that  that  is  the  least  frequent  source  ? — Yes ;  from  a  negative 
point  of  view. 

2679.  Could  you  tell  us  what  those  cases  were  ? — There  is  an  article 
which  I  wrote  in  the  Journal  of  the  Leprosy  Investigation  Committee  for 
July,  1891,    That  is  written  from  a  negative  standpoint. 

2680.  Do  you  still  hold  the  views  expressed  there  ? — Yes,    I  have  not 
departed  from  the  opinions  there  expressed. 

2681.  I  see  you  quote  the  case  of  a  boy  that  is  stated  to  have  been  in- 
jured in  the  hand  by  a  fish-hook.  Is  that  the  only  case  in  your  experience 
which  at  all  approximates  to  inoculation  or  direct  contagion  ? — Yes. 

2682.  Did  you  see  this  boy? — No,  he  was  dead  before  I  went  to  the  island. 

2683.  From  what  source  did  you  obtain  the  record? — I  think  it  was 
chiefly  through  his  parents. 

2684.  You  speak  from  memory  ? — -Yes. 

2685.  Could  you  say  that  there  are  no  records  on  the  island  of  this  boy's 
case  ? — I  could  never  discover  any.  I  got  the  history  of  the  case  from  the 
parents  and  some  other  person  whose  name  I  forget. 

2686.  Were  the  parents  white  or  coloured  ? — They  were  white  people. 

2687.  Would  you  assume  that  there  might  have  been  any  source  of 
error  in  detailing  the  case  ? — Undoubtedly.  There  was  some  account  for 
instance  about  the  boy  being  supplied  with  broken  victuals  by  the  lepers. 

2688.  Did  he  associate  intimately  with  the  lepers  ?-  -Yes  ;  he  associated 
with  them  a  good  deal ;  he  used  to  fish  with  them  on  the  rocks,  and  I  was 
told  that  they  used  to  supply  him  with  broken  victuals  at  those  times. 

2689.  Dr.  Herman.~\  That  is  all  hearsay  is  it  not  ? — Yes.    I  did  not  see 
the  case  myself. 

2690.  You  elicited  this  information  from  othoi-s  ? — Yes;  but  I  believe 
the  witnesses  are  still  available, 
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,r_  pfxiixon.  2691.  Chamnan,']  Is  there  conclusive  proof  that  this  was  a  case  of 

eoutagion  ? — No  :  the  mere  circumstance  of  the  broken  victuals  prevents 
any  exclusive  opinion. 

2G92.  Do  you  deny  the  spread  of  leprosy  by  direct  contagion? — It  is 
probably  the  least  frequent  source, 

2693.  Why  do  you  think  that  ? — I  think  it  is  more  usually  communi- 
cated through  air,  water,  food,  earth,  and  the  secretions  or  excretions  of  the 
body,  e.g.,  enteric  fever. 

2694.  What  are  the  reasons  for  your  doubting  the  communicability  of 
the  disease  through  contagion,  direct  contact  ? — My  grounds  are  chiefly  nega- 
tive. I  have  collected  a  number  of  cases  where  there  is  striking  absence  of  any 
history  of  direct  contagion. 

2695.  Have  you  ever  known  of  a  case  of  leprosy  having  been  communicated 
in  any  way  ? — There  is  one  case  which  occurs  to  my  mind,  and  there  are 
other  cases  in  my  records,  but  I  have  not  seen  them  for  a  very  long  time  now. 
I  think  it  was  at  Swellendam,  there  was  the  case  of  a  constable  and  his  wife  ; 
they  were  Irish  people  and  they  had  three  children.  These  children  used  to 
go  every  day  to  play  with  the  gaoler's  children,  and  in  a  room  attached  to 
the  gaol  were  two  lepers.  The  lepers  were  supplied  with  food  and  fruit,  in 
greater  quantities  sometimes  than  they  could  consume,  and  the  gaoler's  chil- 
dren gave  the  others  some  of  it.  At  the  time  I  saw  those  children,  the  eldest 
girl  and  the  second  girl  had  undoubted  signs"  of  leprosy.  These  cases  were 
recorded  in  my  clinical  records  on  the  island. 

2696.  Br.  Herman.']  Are  the  patients  still  on  the  island  ? — No  ;  I  think 
not.  I  heard  indirectly  that  the  girl  had  been  sent  back  to  her  parents.  I 
have  nothing  official,  but  the  records  at  length  are  available. 

iii697.  Chairman.']  Is  that  the  only  case  you  can  remember  affording  an 
instance  of  the  spread  of  leprosy  by  other  means  than  direct  contagion  ? 
— Yes  ;  that  is  the  only  case  I  can  recollect.  I  could  not  say  that  it  is  the 
only  case  recorded  by  me  ;  there  may  be  others  but  I  should  like  to  say  that 
I  was  generally  struck  by  the  absence  of  any  evidence  of  direct  contagion  in 
the  majority  of  cases  I  took. 

2698.  You  speak  in  your  article  of  certain  people  who  lived  in  the 
leper  wards  for  years  and  did  not  contract  the  disease  ? — Yes. 

2699.  In  your  opinion  leprosy  is  spread  through  contaminated  food,  air, 
water,  earth,  and  so  on  and  through  contagion  ? — Yes  ;  I  could  not  go  be- 
yond those  two  causes  if  I  express  my  opinion, 

2700.  Is  leprosy  ever  spreod  by  any  other  means,  do  you  think  ? — I  can 
imagine  that  it  might  be  spread  by  contaminated  clothing  or  bedding  under 
certain  conditions,  but  I  should  say  that  is  infrequent.  I  have  come  to  the 
general  conclusion  that  the  contamination  of  air,  water,  food,  earth,  and  so  on 
is  the  most  common  source,  and  I  should  like  to  add  utensils  in  common  use. 

2701.  Dr.  Edington.]  Do  you  think  that  leprosy  is  spread  by  inocula- 
tion ? — I  have  no  experience  as  to  that. 

2702.  You  have  no  data  on  which  to  go  ? — No. 

2703.  Can  you  compare  the  degree  of  contagiousness  in  leprosy  with 
that  in  any  other  diseases  ? — I  should  put  it  low  down  on  the  scale  of 
contagious  diseases  distinctly. 

2704.  Would  you  say  it  was  more  or  less  contagious  than  tuberculosis  ? 
— Probably  about  the  same  grade,  perhaps  a  little  above  it,  a  little  more 
contagious. 

2705.  Dr.  Hermayi.']  Is  it  possible,  do  you  think,  to  rank  contagious 
diseases  in  such  a  scale :  have  not  certain  diseases  a  different  method  of 
finding  entrance  into  the  system  ? — Yes. 

2706.  And  in  certain  cases  the  contagion  appears  to  be  more  active  ? — 
Yes ;  smallpox  is  a  more  infectious  disease  I  should  say,  and  you 
would  certainly  put  syphilis  a  long  way  above  leprosy, 

2706a.  After  all,  is  it  not  dependent  on  the  peculiar  way  in  which  the 
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germs  are  given  off  and  diffused  through  space,  and  find  an  entrance  into     ^  ^  ^.^^ 
the  patient  ? — No  doubt  that  accounts  for  the  difference  very  much.  "  — 

2707.  If,  as  you  say,  there  are  only  a  few  points  by  which  it  can  find  ^^''^ 
entrance  into  the  system,  it  does  not  follow,  does  it,  that  the  disease  is  only 

slightly  contagious  ?— No,  other  means  may  be  artificially  supplied.  For 
instance,  if  experimental  inoculation  were  undertaken  it  might  be  found  to 
be  very  infectious,  but  in  the  ordinary  experience  of  every  day  life  those 
occasions  do  not  often  present  themselves. 

2708.  On  the  whole,  you  agree  that  there  is  rather  a  fallacy  under- 
lying the  explanation  of  contagiousness  in  a  particular  way  ? — I  think  so ; 
we  must  allow  for  the  inequality  of  factors. 

2709.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Have  you  any  evidence  of  leprosy  due  to  contamin- 
ated water  ? — When  you  speak  of  contaminated  water,  the  contagion  might 
arise  from  the  cups  in  which  the  water  was  drunk. 

2710.  Speaking  generally,  had  most  of  the  cases  you  enquired  into 
come  into  contact  previously  with  other  cases  of  leprosy  ? — No,  they  had  not 
so  far  as  I  could  ascertain. 

2711.  In  the  majority  of  cases  they  had  not  seen  or  lived  with,  or  had 
much  to  do  with  other  lepers  ? — I  should  say  not. 

2712.  i>r.  Herman.']  Are  ordinary  cases  of  leprosy  so  decided  and  well 
marked  that  an  average  individual  would  know  the  moment  he  came  in  con- 
tact with  a  leper  ? — Not  in  the  early  stages. 

2713.  Could  he  in  the  advanced  stages? — It  would  depend  on  its  mani- 
festation. 

2714.  Therefore  a  person  may  associate  with  a  leper  for  a  number  of 
years  and  yet  not  be  in  a  position  to  give  any  history  of  the  case? — Quite 
so.    Formerly  we  did  not  get  cases  of  leprosy  in  the  early  stage. 

2715.  Is  there  not  a  large  element  of  error  even  in  the  diagnosis  of 
professional  men  ? — Yes,  there  is. 

2716.  Dr.  Greathead.']  At  what  stage  of  the  disease  do  you  regard  it  as 
being  most  communicable  ? — The  further  it  is  advanced  the  more  the  tissues 
are  infiltrated  with  the  disease,  especially  when  the  throat  is  affected,  and  it 
is  there  that  my  theory  comes  in.  You  get  the  bacillus  in  the  saliva  and  in 
the  nasal  secretions,  and  with  people  of  dirty  habits  there  are  constant  oppor- 
tunities for  indirect  contagion  to  take  place. 

2717.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  leprosy  is  communicable  in  its  early 
stages  before  any  ulceration  takes  place? — I  think  that  ulceration  is  not 
necessarily  a  factor  by  any  means.  I  should  look  upon  throat  complication 
as  much  more  important  than  ulcerations  of  the  extremities. 

27  J  8.  Whether  any  surface  on  the  patient  was  broken  or  not  ? — I  do 
not  think  that  broken  surface  is  necessarily  a  source  of  danger,  that  is  usually 
covered  by  the  dressing. 

2719.  If  there  was  a  lirge  quantity  of  prurient  secretion  from  a  wound, 
and  that  came  in  contact  with  a  healthy  subject,  would  it  be  more  likely  to 
produce  the  disease  than  merely  the  breath  or  the  saliva  ? — The  pus  would  be 
more  active  if  it  came  into  equally  intimate  contact. 

2720.  Are  there  any  cases  supposed  to  have  spread  by  the  pus  being 
mixed  with  the  earth  upon  which  patients  have  walked,  other  people 
walking  over  the  same  ground  afterwards  with  bare  feet ;  do  you  think  that 
would  be  possible  ? — Yes,  I  should  think  that  possible. 

2721.  Dr.  Herman. j  Are  there  any  other  secretions  which  contain  the 
leprous  poison  ? — The  saliva  and  the  nasal  secretions  undoubtedly  contain  it. 

2722.  Where  there  is  no  affection  of  the  throat  or  the  air  passages  ? — 
In  the  absence  of  such  affection  I  could  not  say  to  what  extent  the  poison 
would  be  latent. 

2723.  Do  you  consider  leprotic  diarrhoea  an  element  of  danger  in  the 
disease  ? — It  is  a  late  sign,  as  a  rule. 

2724.  Do  you  consider  it  an  element  of  danger  in  the  spread  of  the 
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J..  F^Dixon.      disease  ? — Yes,  I  should  think  so.    We  always  adopted  special  precautions, 
Feb  letii  1  9     ^lt.hough  I  never  knew  it  to  he  a  source  of  infection  in  my  own  experience. 
^  ■     ''      '    When  a  case  is  under  medical  treatment,  that  sort  of  thing  is  guarded  against, 

2725.  Is  the  haccillus  leprae  contained  in  the  spermatic  fluid? — I  do 
not  know. 

2726.  Chairman.']  You  spoke  of  nasal  and  throat  secretions ;  have  you 
looked  for  the  bacillus  leprae  in  that  direction  ? — No.  I  have  only  taken 
what  I  found  recorded.    I  never  investigated  the  matter  myself. 

2727.  Have  you  ever  known  from  your  own  personal  knowledge  of  a  case 
of  leprosy  spread  by  vaccination? — I  took  down  two  cases  in  which  the  patients 
themselves  attributed  it  to  that. 

2728.  You  have  no  doubt  vaccinated  largely;  do  you  know  of  any  case 

in  your  own  experience  ? — Not  out  here.    There  was  a  case  of  Mrs.  , 

and  a  young  girl,  I  think  both  from  the  Wynberg  district. 

2729.  Did  you  go  into  those  cases  t — Yes,  they  are  still  in  the  case 
books. 

2730.  Did  you  make  a  note  in  the  case  book  of  any  conclusions  you 
arrived  at  after  investigating  those  cases  ? — I  forget  whether  I  expressed 
any  opinion  or  whether  I  contented  myself  with  writing  down  such  facts  as 
1  could  collect. 

2731.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  any  reliable  evidence  concerning 
those  cases  ? — No  ;  the  evidence  after  all  was  purely  circumstantial.  The 
facts  were  briefly  these :  The  patients  were  re-vaccinated  at  the  time 
of  the  great  small-pox  invasion  some  years  ago.  They  were  both  white 
people  and  had  never  shown  any  signs  of  leprosy,  nor  were  they  aware 
of  having  come  into  contact  with  any  leper.  Some  years  afterwards  they 
both  developed  signs  of  leprosy. 

2732.  Does  not  the  evidence  consist  morely  of  the  statement  of  the 
persons  themselves  ;  have  you  any  corroborative  evidence  from  inde- 
pendent observers  ? — No. 

2733.  Would  you  have  recorded  the  evidence  which  you  got  as 
scientific  evidence  ? — I  think  further  evidence  would  be  wanting  before 
you  could  draw  any  dogmatic  conclusions.  I  got  such  evidence  as  was 
available  in  the  ordinary  course  of  one's  work. 

2734.  Would  you  have  drawn  any  conclusions  from  that  evidence  alone ; 
was  your  mind  satisfied  that  vaccination  was  the  cause  ? — I  would  not  have 
been  quite  satisfied.  I  would  have  drawn  a  provisional  conclusion,  in  fact 
for  a  long  time  I  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  good  instance  of  communica- 
bility  through  vaccination,  but  latterly  I  began  to  waver  in  that  opinion,  and 
I  do  not  consider  the  opinion  of  any  special  value. 

2735.  You  assumed  that  it  was  a  good  instance  of  communicability 
through  vaccination  but  you  had  nothing  but  the  statement  of  the  people 
themselves  to  guide  you  :  you  had  no  other  evidence  at  all  ? — No.  I  thought 
that  the  disease  had  been  in  progress  sometime  when  I  observed  it ;  I  do  not 
look  on  the  case  as  recent,  m 

2736.  Can  your  records  be  obtained  on  the  island  ? — Yes,  they  are  in  ' 
my  own  handwriting  and  can  be  identified. 

2737.  Dr.  Greathead.']  In  taking  reports  from  patients  like  that,  do  not 
you  think  they  are  very  often  inclined  to  attribute  certain  complaints  to 
vaccination  ? — Yes,  you  should  always  allow  for  that.  Those  are  the  only 
two  patients  to  my  recollection  who  suggested  vaccination  as  a  possible  cause 
of  the  disease.  I  have  seen  every  class  of  disease  set  down  to  vaccination 
during  my  practice  at  home. 

2738.  Dr.  Fismer.~\  With  regard  to  the  two  cases  you  mentioned,  had 
they  any  knowledge  of  the  persons  from  whom  they  were  vaccinated  ? — I  do 
not  suppose  they  had. 

2739.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  you  think  there  is  any  possibility  of  connecting 
vaccination  with  leprosy  ? — X  should  not  say  so  without  any  series  of  experi- 
merits. 
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2740.  In  those  cases  you  mentioned,  did  the  initial  sores  commence  at  t>r- 
the  seat  of  inoculation  ? — They  did  not.  j^'''""'- 

2741.  How  long  after  the  inoculation  did  the  leprosy  begin  ? — That  1  ''«^-  ic*''-  i894. 
forget.    I  think  the  cases  had  been  in  progress  about  four  years  when  we 

got  hold  of  them. 

2742.  Dr.  Dodds.']  dnder  the  ordinary  conditions  of  life  in  this  country 
do  you  think  there  is  any  danger  in  non-lepers  living  in  the  same  house  with 
lepers  ? — I  should  say  there  was  distinctly. 

2743.  You  think  there  would  be  a  danger  of  contracting  the  disease  ? 
—Yes. 

2744.  Chamnan.~\  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  disease  is  more 
contagious  in  certain  forms  and  stages  than  others  ? — I  should  certainly  say 
that  tubercular  cases  are  the  most  contagious. 

2745.  Why  ? — Because  in  those  cases  ulceration  is  by  far  most  common. 

2746.  Is  the  disease  non-contagious  in  your  opinion  in  any  of  its  forms 
or  stages  ? — I  would  not  like  to  say  that.  My  opinion  is  that  such  is  not  the 
case. 

2747.  Not  in  any  stage  ? — No  ;  tkough  no  doubt  there  are  comparative 
degrees  of  contagion  it  seems  reasonable  to  think. 

2748.  You  merely  express  that  as  an  opinion ;  you  have  no  data  to  go 
upon,  have  you  ? — No. 

2749.  Does  the  disease  ever  arise  spontaneously  ? — I  should  think  not, 
reasoning  from  analogy,  and  what  one  observes  in  kindred  disorders. 

2750.  Have  you  ever  known  the  disease  to  arise  de  novo  in  any  single 
case  ? — In  a  great  many  cases  no  conclusive  history  could  be  obtained. 

2751.  Have  you  any  history  of  a  case  coming  from  an  area  where 
leprosy  did  not  exist  ? — I  do  not  recollect  such  a  case.  Some  cases  have 
lived  in  so  many  districts  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  locate  the  source  or 
area  where  the  infection  might  have  been  contracted. 

2752.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  disease  is  caused  by  eating  certain 
articles  of  diet  ? — I  would  not  say  certain  articles  ;  I  would  say  any  articles 
of  diet,  supposing  they  have  been  themselves  exposed  to  the  leprous  poison. 

2753.  Do  you  know  of  any  group  of  cases  where  persons  have  exclu- 
sively used  any  article  of  diet  which  might  have  originated  the  disease  ? — 
M^o ;  all  ray  enquiries  directly  negative  the  theory. 

2754.  Dr.  Edington.~\  When  lepers  have  been  given  a  salt  diet  have  you 
observed  any  exacerbation  of  the  disease  ? — The  patients  have  never  had  a 
salt  diet  in  my  time,  at  all  events  not  frequently  enough  to  induce  anything 
of  the  sort. 

2755.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Although  in  a  great  number  of  cases  you  could  find 
no  history  of  contagion,  yet  you  feel  able  to  say  that  the  disease  never  arises 
spontaneously  ? — I  say  that  is  my  opinion.    I  cannot  imagine  its  doing  so. 

2766.  Have  you  read  the  report  of  the  Indian  Leprosy  Commission  ? — 
Parts  of  it. 

2757.  Did  you  read  what  their  opinion  about  the  origin  of  the  disease 
is  ?— No. 

2758.  Ghairman.~\  Does  the  disease  ever  undergo  a  spontaneous  cure  ? — 
It  becomes  arrested  in  some  cases. 

2759.  Have  you  any  record  of  cases  in  which  the  disease  has  become 
arrested  ?— Yes. 

2760.  Were  they  on  Eobbeu  Island? — Yes,  several.  I  could  not  say  in 
each  individual  case  whether  the  notes  were  actually  written  by  Dr.  Eyre  or 
myself.  I  recollect  one  man  whose  age  was  95,  and  so  far  as  I  could  gather 
information,  he  appeared  to  have  had  leprosy  more  than  60  years.  There  was 
also  another  case  of  u  man  who  wont  about  on  wooden  stumps,  as  he  had  lost 
his  logs.  He  had  leprosy  causing  ansesthesia  of  the  feet  with  pains  in  the 
limbs,  and  his  neighbours  attributing  this  to  rheumatism  put  his  feet  into 
scalding  water,  probably  sterilising  the  tissues,  amputntion  was  performed 
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J  jr^^j^^,,       ^ind  the  leprosy  has  been  stationary  ever  siuce.    That  wa^  many  years  ago, 
—  but  the  case  is  on  record,    I  thiuk  Dr.  Eyre  took  it,  aud  it  isdouotless  avail- 

Feb.  mh,  isH    ^Y)le.    'J  here  were  also  two  or  three  other  cases. 

2761.  Dr.  Edington.']  Is  the  case  you  just  mentioned  the  same  that  J)r. 
AtherstoDB  has  referred  to  ? — I  am  inclined  to  think  it  is. 

2762.  Broadly  speaking,  how  many  cases  of  arrested  leprosy  have  come 
under  your  notice  on  Eobben  Island  ? — Perhaps  fonr  or  five. 

2763.  Are  the  details  all  noted  down  ? — I  think  so.  Dr.  Eyre  took  a 
good  many  notes  himself  in  the  male  ward.  I  never  saw  any  teudency  towards 
arrest  in  the  tubercular  form. 

2764.  Did  you  regard  those  arrested  cases  as  permanently  well  ? — No. 
I  should  look  on  them  as  possible  subjects  of  relapse.  ; 

2765.  Could  you  state  at  all  from  your  knowledge  what  period  the  con- 
dition of  arrest  might  extend  over ;  when  would  you  say  that  a  person  was 
peiraanently  cured,  if  ever? — I  should  not  like  to  say  that  a  person  was  per- 
manently cured  at  any  stage  of  the  disease. 

2766.  You  think  there  might  always  be  a  relapse  ? — Yes.  I  should 
say  if  the  disease  was  stationary  for  three  or  four  years  the  probability  of  a 
relapse  would  be  very  greatly  diminished. 

2767.  Have  you  any  record  of  any  of  the  cases  you  have  referred  to 
having  relapsed  ? — Not  during  the  time  I  had  them  under  observation. 

2768.  Chairnmn^  Have  any  cases  ever  been  discharged  as  cured  during 
you!'  time  on  Robben  Island  ? — No. 

2769.  By  what  signs  would  you  recognize  a  case  as  arrested  ? — Partly  by 
the  history,  partly  by  observation,  and  partly  by  the  condition  of  the  general 
health  for  some  time  past.  If  you  found  that  for  a  period  of  10  years  no  in- 
crease of  the  disease  had  been  observed,  «nd  that  during  a  twelvemonth  or 
so,  you  yourself  discerned  no  increase,  and  that  the  general  health  of  the 
patient  had  been  good  all  that  time,  I  should  conclude  that  I  had  to  deal 
with  an  arrested  case.  1 

2770.  What  is  the  average  duration  of  a  case  of  leprosy  of  the  tubercular 
type  ? — My  impression  is  about  eight  years. 

2771.  And  the  anaesthetic  type  ? — It  is  very  difficulc  to  say  because  fehey 
are  very  slow  cases  in  my  experience. 

2772.  Do  cases  of  the  tubercular  type  ever  show  any  sigas  of  arrest  ?-— I 
I  should  sav  not. 

2773.  Only  in  the  anaesthetic  form  you  find  it? — Yes. 

2774.  In  what  manner  would  you  deal  with  such  cases  ? — My  impress^ 
ion  is,  that  subject  to  the  report  of  the  district  surgeon  or  other  officer  being 
satisfactoi'y,  they  might  be  liberated  on  probation  from  the  island,  subject  to 
certain  local  precautions  being  guaranteed. 

2775.  Dr.  Edington.~]  Would  you  have  the  patients  report  themselves 
at  frequent  intervals  to  the  district  surgeon  ? — Yes ;  and  the  district  surgeon 
should  also  at  stated  intervals  inspect  their  environment. 

2776.  Do  you  think  they  should  be  carefully  registered  ? — Yes. 

2777.  Chairman.']  After  what  period  of  arrest  would  you  discharge  them 
from  Eobben  Island  ? — I  think  it  would  be  safe  after  four  years. 

2778.  Then  they  would  go  over  to  the  inainluad  but  still  be  under 
observation  ?— Yes,  aud  I  think  their  environment  should  be  very  carefully 
inspected.  I  would  not  like  to  say  it  was  impossible  even  then  for  the 
disease  to  be  a  source  of  danger  to  others,  jDrovided  the  domestic  arrangements 
were  very  unsatisfactory. 

2779.  Dr.  Herman.']  Would  you  allow  patients  known  to  be  in  poor 
circumstances  to  go  out  like  that  ? — I  should  hesitate  to  do  so,  but  1 
would  be  guided  by  the  report  of  the  district  surgeon  as  to  the  surroundings 
and  mode  of  life. 

2780.  Dr,  Edingion.']  You  nieuu  that  if  the  hygienic  surroundings 
were  unfavourable,  it  might  have  the  effect  of  hastening  on  a  recrudescence 
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of  the  disease  ? — Partly  that,  and  it  might  also  constitute  the  patient  a  ^  F^mxon 
danger  to  others.    The  environment  should  come  up  to  a  certain  standard.  — 

2781.  You  consider  that  although  the  disease  is  arrested  a  person  may 
still  be  a  danger  to  others  ? — I  can  imagine  that  he  might  be  ;  I  could  not 
say  positively  because  I  have  never  tested  the  secretions  of  an  arrested  case, 
nor  am  I  aware  of  there  being  any  record  of  their  being  carefully  tested. 

2782.  Considering  that  you  are  not  quite  certain  whether  there  is  or  is 
not  a  danger  to  the  public  health,  would  you  still  discharge  arrested  cases  ? 
— Yes,  subject  to  certain  precautions  being  guaranteed. 

2783.  D7\  Herman.^  Would  you  let  a  man  who  was  crippled  for  in- 
stance go  at  large  wherever  he  liked  ? — No,  certainly  not.  Certain  condi- 
tions should  be  laid  down. 

2784.  Who  would  have  to  pay  for  the  supervision  in  such  discharged 
cases  ? — That  would  be  a  State  matter  I  imagine. 

2785.  Would  you  place  such  persons  under  the  asylum  regulations  ? 
■ — Practically  so. 

2786.  And  would  the  Government  have  to  support  such  cases? — Not 
necessarily.  I  imagine  that  a  certificate  endorsed  by  the  resident  magistrate 
would  probably  be  required,  setting  forth  the  circumstances  of  the  patient's 
friends,  and  that  would  all  come  into  the  general  report  as  to  the  sort  of  sur- 
roundings that  a  patient  would  come  back  to. 

2787.  In  other  words  you  would  not  necessarily  discharge  all  cases  of 
arrested  leprosy  or  self-cured  leprosy  ?  —I  should  not  nooessari! y ;  they  sli'inld 
be  subject  to  certain  conditions. 

2788.  Dodds.']  Who  would  decide  wliether  any  ease  of  arrest  should 
be  discharged  or  not  ? — I  imagine  that  the  district  surgeon  would  furnish  a 
certificate  and  the  resident  magistrate  also,  and  these  would  be  sent  on  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  who  would  require  the  patient  to  go  before  the  medical 
officer  in  charge  of  the  leper  asylum  for  report.  You  would  have  really  to 
take  into  consideration  three  things,  the  condition  of  the  patient,  the  report 
of  the  resident  magistrate  and  the  report  of  the  district  surgeon,  and  put  them 
together  and  upon  these  a  decision  would  have  to  be  come  to  as  to  whether  a 
patient  could  be  allowed  to  go  free. 

2789.  Would  you  not  allow  the  Board  to  decide  ? — It  might  be  left  to  a 
medical  Board  but  that  is  a  matter  of  detail. 

2790.  Dr.  Herman.']  Looking  into  the  history  of  the  past  the  frequent 
changes  that  there  have  been  on  Kobben  Island,  and  the  differences  of  opinion 
that  exist  among  medical  men  who  have  been  there  with  regard  to  leprosy, 
do  you  think  that  an  important  matter  of  this  sort  ought  to  be  left  to  the 
decision  of  one  or  two  medical  men  ? — Perhaps  a  medical  Board  would  be 
more  satisfactory  .  There  would  be  an  element  of  permanence  about  it,  and 
the  concurrence  of  opinion  would  certainly  carry  greater  weight. 

2791.  Dr.  Edington.']  Is  it  not  an  objection  that  you  only  have  one  or 
two  medical  officers  for  a  short  time  together  on  the  island,  and  no  series  of 
officials  drafted  over  there  who  have  had  experience  in  leprosy  ? — Yes. 

2792.  In  order  to  obviate  any  difficulty  arising  in  that  way,  would  you 
he  averse  to  a  permanent  Board  ? — Xo  ;  whose  decision  would  be  final. 

2793.  Dr.  Herman.']  VVould  yon  allow  a  patient  in  whose  case  the  diseai^^e 
was  arrested  to  go  back  to  his  wife,  or  marry  ? — I  think  not.  I  do  not  eee 
how  you  can  prevent  a  man  going  to  his  wife ;  thei-e  would  be  no  objection 
if  she  were  past  the  child-bearing  period,  but  I  should  not  allow  marriage. 

2794.  Would  not  that  be  almost  worse  ? — A  patient  would  at  least  have 
his  choice  between  that  and  remaining  on  the  island. 

2795.  How  will  you  control  him  ? — You  can  only  do  so  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent. You  cannot  pronounce  a  case  as  arrested  till  the  patient  is  fairly  ad- 
vanced in  years. 

2796.  As  to  the  period  of  incubation,  is  it  very  long  in  leprosy  ?-r-Some 
of  the  cases  would  tend  to  show  that  it  is. 
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2797.  Arc  there  periods  when  the  disease  is  stationary,  or  at  all  events 
not  active ;  is  it  not  therefore  possible  that  the  period  of  four  years  which 
you  fix  is  by  far  too  short  to  cover  all  the  risks  of  a  recurrence  or  further 
development  of  the  disease  ? — I  would  not  say  that  it  exhausts  the  possibili- 
ties of  such  risk,  but  it  would  be  sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes. 

2798.  Do  you  know  of  any  case  wh(»re  ulcers  have  developed  after  four 
years  of  apparent  arrest  of  the  disease  ? — That  1  could  not  say  speaking  from 
memory.  People  who  are  not  lepers  at  all  get  ulcers  occasionally  on  tU.; 
feet  from  ill-fitting  boots  and  so  on. 

2799.  I  speak  of  leprous  ulcers  ? — It  might  be  a  mere  accidental  abra- 
sion. The  stumps  of  lepers'  hands  and  feet  are  sometimes  abraded  more  or 
less,  as  they  are  not  protected  by  a  very  perfect  epidermis.  I  have  seen 
them  become  wounded  and  then  heal  up  again 

2800.  Speaking  of  specific  ulcerations,  yon  have  no  evidence  beaiing  on 
that  ?— No. 

2801.  You  would  not  regard  ordiuary  ulcerated  abrasions  of  the  stumps 
specific,  would  you  ? — No.  What  I  have  seen  in  old  eases  I  have  regarded 
as  accidental.  There  is  a  brittle  and  ill-nourished  tissue  which  protects  the 
ends  of  the  stumps  sometimes  ;  and  it  would  not  come  up  to  the  standard  of 
normal  skin,  I  fancy. 

2802.  In  your  experience  do  you  know  of  any  particular  symptoms 
which  would  lead  you  to  infer  that  such  and  such  a  case,  if  it  were  presented 
to  you,  was  a  case  of  arrested  or  self -cured  leprosy  ? — I  have  cases  in  my 
mind  which  I  should  describe  as  cases  of  arrested  leprosy. 

2803.  Without  any  regard  to  their  history  ? — No  ;  putting  all  sources  of 
information  together. 

2804.  Histories  are  often  unreliable,  are  they  not  ? — I  do  not  know.  I 
am  sure  if  a  patient  has  been  any  length  of  time  on  the  island  you  could  get 
corroborative  evidence. 

2805.  Docs  that  apply  to  lepers  on  Eobben  Island  ? — Yes  ;  in  many 
eases  you  can  get  the  evidence  of  the  ward  attendants  as  to  how  a  patient  was 
four  or  five  years  ago.  It  might  not  be  techu.cal  evidence,  but  evidence  as 
to  broad  matters  of  fact. 

2806.  Have  you  seen  any  good  results  in  the  treatment  of  cases  of 
leprosy  ? — Several  times  I  have  seen  very  good  temporary  results  following 
the  amputation  of  a  suppurating  limb,  where  the  discharge  was  great,  and 
where  probably  considerable  necrotic  changes  were  going  on.  I  have  seen 
several  patients  irrprove  a  great  deal  after  amputation. 

2807.  You  mentioned  the  case  of  a  man  wiih  both  legs  amputated  after 
ihey  had  been  scalded  ;  do  you  ascribe  tiie  cure  of  that  parient  to  this?— I 
have  done  so  hitherto,  1  must  admit. 

2^08.  Did  the  wounds  heal  well  after  the  amputation  ? —  I  was  told 
so  ;  it  is  not  a  matter  of  direct  evidence.^  I  have  seen  amputation  wounds 
heal  very  quickly,  quite  as  quickly  as  in  the  case  of  healthy  people.  My 
experience  is  that  leper  patients  bear  operations  remarkably  well,  and  the 
wounds  tend  to  heal  rapidly. 

2809.  Is  that  so  in  all  stages,  when  the  leprotic  changes  are  marked ; 
take  for  instance  a  case  where  the  bones  have  become  absorbed  the  muscles 
flabby,  portions  of  the  limb  extensively  mutilated,  and  the  skin  glazed  and 
thin  ? — You  would  hardly  amputate  through  the  tissues  in  that  condition  ; 
you  would  have  to  amputate  a  little  above,  but  you  can  ampu  ate  very  near 
the  compromised  tissue  with  very  good  results. 

2810.  Have  you  to  select  the  tissue  ? — We  always  did  so  as  a 
matter  of  practice. 

2811.  But  where  the  leprotic  changes  were  well  marked,  you  found 
you  could  not  amputate  through  the  compromised  tissues  ? — I  never  saw 
an  amputation  thr  ugh  tisssue  that  was  very  much  compromised,  but  I 
have  seen  bones  extracted  fiom  fingers  which  were  very  much  diseased. 
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2812.  Is  there  much  teDdency  to  bleeding  from  large  ulcerated  sur-     j  ^^^^ 
faces  ? — I  do  not  think  I  have  noticed  that  frequently.    1  should  say 
not.  There  is  a  very  profuse  discharge,  which  seems  to  be  a  factor  in 
reducing  the  weight  and  condition  of  the  patient. 

2813.  Dr.  Edington.'l  What  sort  of  discharge  is  it  ? — A  suppurating 
discharge  of  pus. 

2814.  Dr.  Greathead.']  Have  you  tried  any  medicinal  remedies  ? — 'Yos. 
I  have  tried  several  things,  I  have  a  group  of  cases  that  I  treated  with 
tuborculine.  They  improved  for  some  time,  but  the  results  were  ultimately 
negatived.  Then  I  tried  a  number  of  cases  with  gurjun  oil,  but  I  coul-i 
Siiy  nothing  more  than  that  it  appeared  to  act  as  a  sort  of  tonic. 

2815.  Have  you  tried  eucalyptus  ? — I  believe  we  did  try  it.  1 
almost  forget  now,  but  as  far  as  I  recollect,  we  got  no  permanent  results 
from  any  of  those  things. 

2816.  Is  there  any  particular  diet  that  you  would  recommend  for 
such  cases  ? — It  is  as  well  that  fat  should  enter  as  largely  as  possible 
into  the  diet,  otherwise  I  do  not  know  of  anything  special  beyond  ordinary 
nutritious  diet.  I  would  say  much  the  same  diet  as  would  be  given  in  cases 
of  chronic  phthisis. 

2817.  Dr.  Herman.']  Why  do  you  recommend  fat ;  are  lepers  particularly 
emaciated  ? — Yes  ;  they  become  so  sooner  or  later  where  the  disease  has  made 
any  considerable  progress.  They  also  feel  the  cold  very  much,  and  their 
vital  energy  is  frequently  at  a  low  ebb. 

2818.  Is  not  that  on  account  of  the  nervous  changes,  involving  the 
arterial  system  and  the  integumentary  surface  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

2819.  Dr.  Edington.~\  When  you  used  tuberculine  did  you  notice  whether 
there  was  any  distinct  thermal  reaction  ? — Yes.  I  have  a  lot  of  temperatures 
in  the  case  book. 

2820.  Did  you  get  thermal  reaction  in  every  case  ? — I  think  not  in 
some  cases. 

2821.  Chairm(m.~\  What  meaning  do  you  attach  to  the  term  heredity  as 
applied  to  leprosy,  the  actual  transmission  of  the  disease  or  merely  a  predis- 
position ;  in  other  words  do  you  believe  it  possible  for  the  mother  to  transmit 
to  the  foetus  in  utero  the  disease  of  leprosy  '? — I  do  not  think  I  can  give  you 
any  opinion  of  value  ou  that  point  as  I  have  no  evidence.  I  have  some  notes 
on  the  condition  of  a  newly  born  infant. 

2822.  What  does  that  go  to  show  ?— There  were  iomo  compromising 
patches  on  the  fingers  and  hands. 

2823.  Were  the  parents  lepers  ? — No  ;  the  mother  was  a  leper  but 
the  father  was  healthy. 

2824.  Did  the  healthy  father  live  with  the  mother  ? — I  am  not  cer- 
tain.   I  only  recollect  that  the  mother  was  undoubtedly  a  leper. 

2825.  Dr.  Edington.']  Can  you  say  whether  the  disease  is  actually 
transmitted  ?  —No. 

2826.  Can  you  say  whether  any  proclivity  or  predisposition  is  trans- 
mitted from  leprotic  parents  to  children  ? — I  have  not  come  across  atiytMng 
definite  to  support  that. 

2827.  Can  you  say  whether  the  children  of  leprotic  persons  have  any 
greater  immunity  from  the  disease? — That  I  cannot  say  ;  I  have  not  got  any 
information. 

2828.  Can  you  form  any  opinion  from  what  you  have  seen  ? — ^^No. 

2829.  Have  you  studied  cases  of  leprosy  occurring  in  families  ? — Yes. 

2830.  Have  you  noticed  the  disease  spread  in  families  ? — Yes.  You 
cannot  eliminate  the  factors  of  contagion. 

2831.  Dr.  Herman']  Was  Dr.  Eyre  on  the  island  during  your  time? — 

Yes. 

2832.  Have  you  seen  the  family  trees  which  he  drew  up  ? — Yes. 

2833.  Do  you  think  they  go  at  all  to  prove  that  the  disease  is  hereditary  ? 
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— It  looks  so  on  the  face  of  it,  but  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were 
_  not  conclusive, 

Fev..  lethg  1894  .  2  8  3  4,  On  AvLat  grounds  did  you  coinu  to  that  concLusion  '? — IJeoause  I 

do  not  think  from  the  information  th^t  we  could  eliminate  the  factors  of 
contagion. 

2835.  Dr.  Edington.']  Supposing  the  children  of  a  number  of  leper 
parents  "were  taken  away  from  those  parents  and  sent  to  a  different  part  of 
the  country,  or  a  different  country  altogether  ;  if  they  did  not  become  leprous 
in  later  years,  would  that  bo  evidence  to  prove  either  that  the  disease  was 
not  transmitted  or  that  there  was  no  proclivity  transmitted  ? — It  would  tend 
to  prove  that  the  disease  was  not  transmitted. 

2836.  And  what  about  the  proclivity  ? — There  would  not  be  much 
oppDitimity  of  testing  that  if  the  cases  were  taken  to  a  non-infected  area  and 
a  different  climate. 

2837.  You  mean  the  climate  might  exert  some  protective  action  ? — Yes. 

2838.  Would  the  case  of  the  Norwegian  lepers  who  were  sent  to  Canada 
be  a  fair  experiment  ?— I  cannot  say  that  I  know  the  details. 

2839.  Chairman.']  Your  opinions  are  based  merely  upon  what  you  have 
studied  generally  ? — That  is  all ;  they  are  noi  in  any  way  the  result  of  tx- 
peritnental  research  :  they  are  only  generalisations  th^t  I  have  arrived  at. 

2840.  Do  you  think  the  children  of  leprous  parents  are  more  prone  to 
leprosy  or  less  prone  ? — I  could  not  say,  I  have  not  the  material.  I  bad 
some  correspondence  with  the  Colonial  Office  and  expressed  an  opinion  that 
if  children  were  taken  away  sufficiently  young  probably  they  would  not 
develope  signs  of  leprosy. 

2841.  We  have  had  some  evidence  to  show  that  the  children  of  leper 
parents  were  less  liable  to  take  the  disease  ;  that  the  disease  showed  a  tend- 
dency  to  die  out  in  them ;  have  you  any  evidence  to  negative  or  affirm  that  ? 
— No,  not  on  either  side. 

2842.  Have  vou  ever  known  of  the  case  of  a  child  leprous  at  the  time  of 
birth?— No. 

2843.  What  is  the  youngest  age  at  which  you  have  known  a  child  to' 
have  leprosy  ? — I  knew  of  the  case  of  a  baby  about  six  weeks  old.  I  am 
speaking  of  some  three  years  ago  now. 

2844.  Would  the  records  of  that  case  be  found  on  the  island  ? — Yes, 
undoubtedly  in  the  clinical  register. 

2845.  With  regard  to  conjugal  intercourse  among  lepers,  is  there  any 
stage  of  the  disease  in  arrested  cases  when  you  would  allow  it? — Where 
the  wife  has  passed  the  child-bearing  age,  I  think  you  might  as  a  matter  of 
humanity  nllow  conjugal  intercourse  under  certain  conditions. 

2tS46.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  risk  if  conjugal  intercourse 
were  allowed  between  a  leper  and  a  non-leper? — I  should  think  there  must 
of  necessity  be  a  risk.  , 

2847.  Would  the  risk  be  that  of  transmitting  children  Avho  Avould  be 
predisposed  to  leprosy  ? — Of  contagion  from  one  party  to  another. 

2848.  And  the  risk  of  transmitting  a  leprous  race  ? — I  could  not  say  to 
what  extent. 

2849.  Have  you  ever  known  of  a  case  of  leprosy  due  to  sexual  inter- 
course ? — I  have  known  of  a  case  where  the  disease  was  attributed  to  it :  I 
cannot  say  whether  it  was  due  to  it.  It  was  the  case  of  an  old  man-of-war's 
man  on  the  island.    That  case  is  recorded  on  the  island. 

2860.  Is  that  the  only  case  that  you  know  of  ? — It  is  the  only  case  that 
presents  itself  fo  wf  mind. 

2851.  Dr.  Doddsr]  In  jT^our  report  you  say  it  is  impossible  to  resist  the 
idea  that  heredity  is  a  most  tjerious  factor  ? — I  believe  I  did  hold  thai 
opinion  at  one  time,  but  I  have  gone  back  a  great  deal  from  the  view  I  took 
then, 

2862.  You  think  now  there  is  less  risk  from  heredity,  and  more  from 
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ordinary  contagion  ? — More  risk  from  contagion  in  the  sense  that  I  have     ^  jp.^ij^^. 
already  defined.  — 

2'853.  Dr.  Greathead.']  Is  there  any  peculiar  coiistiLulioii  Lliat  }ou  have         letK,  1894. 
observed  more  liable  to  take  on  leprosy  ? — It  would  be  difficult  to  say  that. 
I  have  seen  it  affect  very  robust  people  and  also  on  the  other  hand  people  who 
are  apparently  in  rather  delicate  health.    The  disease  has  no  elective  affinity 
for  any  special  constitution  so  far  as  I  can  see. 

2851.  ChMmnm r\  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  period  of  in- 
cubation of  leprosy  ? — There  must  be  some  interval  between  the  period  when 
the  poison  is  received  into  the  system  and  the  period  when  the  disease  becomes 
sufficiently  marked  to  attract  attention.  I  should  Ihink  it  varied  very  much 
in  different  individuals. 

2865.  Dr.  Edington.']  Would  that  be  open  to  variation,  depending  on 
the  constitution  of  the  patient  and  the  method  by  which  the  infection  had 
travelled  ? — Yes,  both  those  factors  would  count,  I  think. 

28' 6.  Do  you  believe  that  any  such  period  of  iucubation  exists  in  leprosy  ? 
— It  cannot  be  laid  down  with  any  precision  ;  it  can  only  be  used  iu  a  relative 
sense  I  think. 

2857.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  you  seen  any  cases  of  very  yarly  leprosy  where 
you  have  been  able  to  study  the  (mset  of  tho  disease  and  its  development? — 
1  remember  the  case  of  a  boy  where  I  saw  the  disease  at  a  very  early  stage ; 
he  had  lately  come  to  the  island,  and  had  only  been  there  a  few  weeks.  I 
remember  accompanying  the  members  of  a  Select  Committee  of^the  Legislative 
Council  in  18^^9,  and  among  the  members  were  sev«  ral  medical  men,  Dr. 
Atberstone  and  other  experienced  practitioners,  and  they  were  all  of  opinion 
that  this  boy  was  a  non-leper,  and  in  consequence  of  the  opinion  they  then 
expressed,  he  was  discharged  from  the  island,  but  after  he  had  been  away  about 
a  year  he  came  back,  and  the  disease  was  in  a  very  early  stage  even  then, 
although  it  was  fai'iy  marked.  There  was  no  anesthesia  at  that  time.  I 
am  not  sure  that  there  was  not  some  little  crookedness  of  the  fingers,  but  any 
how  that  case  was  recorded.  The  medical  men  were  unanimous  in  their 
opinion  about  this  boy. 

2858.  Was  he  living  in  the  leper  ward  at  that  time  ? — Yes. 

2859.  For  what  reason  was  he  kept  among  the  other  lepers  ? — I  don't 
know;  the  matter  excited  a  good  deal  of  rather  adverse  comment  at  the  time. 
I  remember  that  Dr.  Beck  made  some  strong  observations  on  the  point. 

2860.  ^  Dr.  Edington.']  1  undersland  that  the  boy  went  away  and  came 
back  afterwards  ? — Yes,  after  a  year  or  a  year  and  a-half . 

2861.  Could  he  have  become  infected  during  the  t.me  he  was  in  the 
ward  ? — It  is,  of  course,  possible.  Among  the  doctors  who  saw  him  were  Dr. 
Atherstone,  Dr.  Beck,  Dr.  Claude  Wright  and  Dr.  Simons. 

2862.  Did  Dr.  Simons  regard  it  as  a  case  of  leprosy  ? — The  doctors  were 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  boy  was  not  a  leper. 

2863.  Does  not  that  help  you  to  fix  some  period  of  incubation  ? — We 
might  call  it  a  year  and  a  half,  but  the  question  is  whether  you  can  call  it 
incubation  at  all. 

2864.  And  there  is  a  question  whether  he  had  leprosy  at  the  time  they 
said  he  had  not  ? — Yes. 

2865.  Chairman.']  Did  not  they  send  the  chronic  sick  at  that  time  to 
the  leper  wards  ? — No  ;  only  lepers. 

2866.  Are  the  records  of  this  boy's  case  on  the  island? — Yes. 

2867.  Is  he  ali  e  ? — I  think  he  is.    I  could  identify  the  case  in  the  books, 

2868.  Dr.  Herman.  ]  Did  you  determine  any  period  of  incubation  at 
that  time  ? — No.  I  felt  a  doubt  as  to  whether  he  had  contracted  the  disease 
on  the  island  or  whether  he  bad  it  before, 

2869.  Was  there  any  evidence  of  early  prodromal  symptoms  ? — There 
were  no  symptoms. 

2870.  Was  the  disease  well  marked  18  months  after,  when  he  was 
brought  back  to  the  island  ? — Yes. 


174 


J  p^ixon  2871.  Chairman.']  Did  you  consider  that  a  doubtful  case  at  the  time  ? 

—  I  thought  it  was  not  a  case  of  leprosy. 

Feb.  16th,  isfli.  2872.  Br.  Dodds.']  Wus  the  disease  in  the  early  stage,  when  he  came 

back  ?  — It  was  in  the  early  stage,  but  well  marked. 

2873.  Dr.  Herman.]  Can  jou  give  us  some  clue  as  to  the  case  ? — Yes- 

2874.  Would  not  that  be  rather  a  strong  case  in  favour  of  contagion 
through  a  healthy  person  living  with  lepers  ? — Yes  ;  I  am  strongly  of  opinion 
that  any  healthy  person  may  contract  leprosy  by  associating  with  lepers. 
Dr.  Beck  in  his  evidence  before  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Legislative 
Council  in  1889,  is  asked  :  "  You  examined  the  boy  le  Eoex  in  the  leper's  ward 
on  the  island  ? — Yes.  Did  you  examine  him  thoroughly  ? — Yes.  With  the 
other  medical  men  present.  With  what  result  ? — We  failed  to  detect  any 
outward  manifestations  of  leprosy.  Suppose  that  the  boy  was  not  really  a 
leper  when  he  w^as  sent  to  the  island,  would  not  his  confinement  in  the  leper 
wards  expose  him  to  the  danger  of  infection  ? — I  am  afraid  it  would."  That 
comes  out  in  Dr.  Beck's  evidence. 

2875.  Chairman.]  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  present  system  of 
segregation  under  the  Act  ? — I  have  not  read  the  Act. 

2876.  Would  you  suggest  any  modification  of  the  forms  that  are  at 
present  required  under  the  Act? — At  present  only  one  medical  man  sends 
in  a  certificate,  t  think  there  ought  to  be  the  certificate  of  two  medical  men 
before  a  patient  is  sent  over  to  the  island 

2877.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  sufficierit  ? — I  think  a  permanent 
Board  should  make  the  final  decision. 

2878.  But  how  would  you  get  the  patient  before  the  Board  in  the  first 
instance? — I  think  the  certificate  of  two  medical  men  would  be  sufficient  to 
get  him  before  the  permanent  Board. 

2879.  In  every  case  you  would  send  a  suspected  leper  before  the  per- 
manent Board,  and  they  would  be  responsible  for  committing  him  finally  to 
Eobben  Island ;  do  you  think  such  a  modification  would  be  an  important  one 
and  safeguard  the  liberty  of  the  subject  ? — Yes. 

2880.  Under  those  circumstances  would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a 
probationary  establishment  or  receving  house  ? — Yes. 

2881.  Within  what  period  should  such  a  Board  be  compelled  to  declare 
whether  the  patient  was  a  leper  or  not  ? — I  should  fix  six  months  as  the 
maximum.  Probably  they  could  decide  within  24  hours  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases. 

2882.  Would  you  modify  the  act  to  such  an  extent  as  to  have  centres 
of  treatment  and  segregation  in  the  Colony  before  sending  a  patient  up  to  the 
Board  ? — Yes,  I  am  strongly  in  favour  of  that. 

2883.  Would  there  not  be  some  difficulty  about  that  ? — It  -would  be  less 
haidship  to  a  patient  than  to  send  him  across  the  sea.  That  has  been  my 
contention  from  the  first. 

2884.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  establishing  two  Boards,  one  for  the 
east  and  one  for  the  west,  and  with  a  complete  establishment  in  each  case  ? — 
Yes ;  and  in  some  uf  the  more  populous  centres  there  might  be  a  small 
district  hospital,  the  district  surgeon  acting  as  attending  surgeon,  with  some 
emolument  for  doing  so,  and  there  might  also  be  some  lay  superintendent 
having  about  the  status  of  a  gaoler.  I  think  that  would  work  remarkably 
well  in  some  of  the  country  places. 

2885.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Would  you  send  all  native  lepers  to  Eobben 
Island  ? — Not  from  far  distant  parts.  My  idea  would  be  to  make  Eobben 
Island  a  sort  of  district  asylum  for  some  of  the  western  districts  such  as  the 
Cape,  Stellenbosch,  Wellington  and  the  Paarl,  about  a  40  mile  radiu?. 

2886.  Where  do  you  think  the  other  asylums  should  be  ?— You  would 
want  one  in  the  Transkei  and  one  in  the  direction  of  Kimbeiley,  and  then 
there  might  be  some  smaller  subsidiary  hospitals  as  well  with  lay  superin- 
tendents. 
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28S7.  Dr.  Ediiigton.~\  Would  there  be  any  objection  to  the  various     ^  F^^imn 
asylums  in  the  Colony  having  accommodation  for  lepers  connected  with  them  ?       '  _ 
—  With  proper  precautions  it  would  be  possible  to  do  that.  ^^*^>  ^i*®*- 

2888.  Where  the  patients  could  have  the- advice  of  the  medical  superin- 
tend<'nt  ? — Yes. 

2889.  Dr.  IIennan.~\  You  are  aware  of  the  groat  difBculty  that  exists 
in  keeping  the  males  and  females  apai't  and  keeping  them  under  sufficient 
control  ■? — There  is  a  difficulty,  but  during  the  time  I  was  on  the  island  there 
was  only  one  case  discovered  of  the  rule  being  broken,  and  that  was  by  a 
convict  who  got  access  to  the  female  ward. 

2890.  Do  you  think  it  would  answer  to  attach  leper  wards  to  the  exist- 
ing asylums  on  the  mainland? — It  would  be  possible.  They  would,  of  course, 
have  their  own  kitchen  and  offices,  and  nurses  and  attendants,  and  the  medical 
superintendent  would  be  available,  thus  saving  the  salary  of  an  extra  man. 

2891.  Would  that  be  ;in  advantage  or  the  reverse  ? — It  would  be  econo- 
mical. 

2892.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  medical  staff  on  the  island  is  rather  over 
worked,  is  it  not  ? — It  is  undermanned  as  things  are  now. 

2893.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Would  you  propose  to  attach  a  leper  establishment 
to  the  asylum  at  Valkenberg  ? — That  is  supposed  to  be  a  special  asylum. 

2894.  Would  you  propose  to  have  one  at  Graham's  Town  ? — There  was 
some  talk  of  having  an  asylum  at  Graham's  Town,  at  Fort  England,  and  it 
would  of  course  be  possible. 

2895.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  at  all  distasteful  to  the  friends  of  the 
patients? — I  think  the  lepers  could  be  satisfacto:  ily  separated  for  all  adminis- 
trative purposes. 

2896.  Dr.  Greathead.']  Would  not  it  damage  the  town  in  the  eyes  of 
the  general  public  ? — I  t)iink  it  is  possible.  The  Municipality  might  have 
something  to  say  to  it. 

2897.  Dr.  Herman7\  Do  not  you  think  if  you  put  lepers  together  with 
lunatics  you  would  break  doAvn  the  character  of  the  establishment  altogether 
and  introduce  a  new  element  that  would  not  add  to  the  efficiency  of  either  of 
the  establishments? — I  do  not  say  I  would  recommend  such  a  thing  in  pre- 
ference to  my  other  proposal.    I  only  say  that  it  might  be  done. 

2898.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  advisable  ?—  I  should  much  prefer  my 
own  scheme. 

2899.  Dr.  Dodds.']  You  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  lepers 
entirely  separate  and  visited  at  stated  times  by  a  medical  officer  ? — Yes. 

2900.  Has  not  there  been  a  great  mixing  up  of  lepers  and  lunatics  on 
Robben  Island  ? — There  was  at  one  time,  but  not  under  my  administration. 

2901.  Dr.  Herman.']  Does  not  that  extend  back  as  far  as  the  history  of 
the  island? — Yes,  T  am  loll  they  were  put  together  indiscriminately  almost 
at  one  time  till  I  went  there.  I  know  I  had  a  good  deal  of  trouble  with  the 
older  attendants  ;  they  thought  me  very  unreasonable  in  compelling  complete 
separation. 

2902.  When  you  wore  on  the  island  how  did  you  separate  the  male 
lepers  ? — I  got  the  Government  to  equip  a  kitchen  for  them,  and  put  the 
whole  thing  into  working  order. 

2903.  Do  they  roam  about  at  night  ? — They  were  not  allowed  to  roam 
about.  When  once  you  get  your  attendants  in  hand  it  is  not  very  difficult 
to  keep  things  going  properly  ;  the  difficulty  is  more  with  the  attendants 
than  with  the  inniales. 

2904.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Speaking  broadly,  are  you  in  favour  of  continuing 
segregation? — Yes,  subject  to  some  modification. 

2905.  Having  regard  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject  and  so  on,  you  think 
it  is  a  perfectly  right  and  advisable  thing  to  continue  the  system  of  segrega- 
tion ? — I  do  under  the  circumstances  of  this  country. 

2906.  Dr.  Herman.]  What  are  the  modifications  you  allude  to  ? — They 
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J  jf^^'^^a^,  principally  two  in  number,  some  system  of  district  hospitals  and  the 

'  '_  ■  ■  establishment  of  a  permanent  medical  Board  before  whom  patients  should  go 
ip.b.  16th  1894.    before  being  finally  committed  to  the  island. 

2907.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  Would  you  make  any  distiuction  in  the  case  of 
Well-to-do  Europeans  living  on  their  own  farms?— Yes.  I  tliink  under  some 
local  supervision  they  might  live  on  their  own  farms.  I  tbink  the  public 
health  would  be  sufficiently  protected  if  that  were  done. 

2908.  Dr.  Herman.~\  From  your  experience  do  you  think  it  is  advisable 
to  segregate  males  and  females  together  on  Eobhen  Island? — I  see  no 
objection  to  it.  If  you  had  district  hospitals  they  would  virtually  be  in  the 
same  establishment.  It  is  merely  a  matter  of  administration,  and  there  is  no 
great  practical  difficulty. 

2909.  Chairman.~]  Would  what  you  now  suggest  tend  in  your  opinion 
to  eradicate  the  disease  in  the  Colony  ? — I  think  so  undoubtedly,  and  thare 
would  be  this  additional  advantage,  that  it  would  reduce  the  temptation  that 
now  exists  to  evade  the  operation  of  the  Acr.  It  would  rob  the  fact 
of  persons  being  pronounced  leprous  of  a  good  deal  of  its  terrors  I  think,  if  it 
only  involved  going  into  comfortable  quarters  in  the  district,  and  if  the  friends 
knew  that  after  all,  it  did  not  depend  upon  what  a  single  medical  man  said, 
bdt  that  there  was  an  appeal  to  the  J5oard.  In  this  way  I  consider  that  the 
public  health  would  be  protected  very  much. 

2910.  Do  you  see  any  practical  difficulty  in  the  way  of  segregating  a 
considerable  number  of  lopei\s  in  small  towns  or  villages? — T  should  rather 
avoid  segregation  of  lepi^rs  in  any  considerable  number  in  a  limited  space. 

2011.  Do  }ousec  any  difficulty  in  segregating  small  numbers  in  that 
way  ? — I  cannot  say  that  I  see  any  difficulty. 

2912.  Il  has  been  stated  that  segregation  on  the  mainland  would 
involve  the  necessity  of  armed  guards  to  prevent  escape,  is  that  so? — No  ;  T 
think  discipline  is  all  that  is  required.  The  same  views  useil  to  prevail  in 
regard  to  lunatics,  but  we  find  that  guards  can  be  dispensed  with,  and  I  think 
it  would  be  the  same  with  lepers. 

2913.  You  think  it  is  only  a  matter  of  discipline  ? — Yes. 

2914.  Would  you  approve  of  the  better  class  lepers  being  domiciled  in 
th(-ir  own  homes  ? — Yes,  subject  to  certain  conditions  being  fulfilled. 

2915.  I  suppose  you  allude  to  those  who  would  be  willing  to  bear  the 
expenditure  for  their  support  and  were  sufficiently  cultured  to  enter  into  a 
certain  contract  with  the  authorities  for  the  due  falfihnent  of  the  conditions  ? 
—Yes. 

2916.  Would  there  be  any  risk  of  the  disease  spreading  from  tliose 
centres  in  your  opinion  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  because  the  conditions  would 
not  be  at  all  on  a  par  with  those  for  the  poorer  class  of  lepers. 

2917.  Would  not  a  leper  so  segregated  in  his  own  home  be  likely  to 
infect  his  wife  and  children  and  communicate  the  disease  to  them  ? — I  do 
not  think  that  patients  of  the  better  class  would.  There  would  be  some  well 
considered  regulations  drawn  up  for  them  to  observe,  such  as  their  conduct 
at  meals,  sleeping,  and  so  on. 

2918.  Do  you  admit  that  there  would  be  any  risk  of  spreading  the  disease 
in  such  areas? — It  might  almost  be  disregarded  as  it  would  be  so  small  if 
adequate  conditions  were  complied  with. 

2919.  You  think  a  patient  might  live  on  his  own  farm  without  any 
supervision  other  than  occasional  visits  from  the  local  authorities  ? — Yes^  he 
should  receive  domiciliary  visits  from  the  local  authorities.  Of  course  it  would 
be  in  their  power  to  check  his  statements  by  other  members  of  the  household 
and  the  servants,  and  it  would  be  easy  to  find  out  if  the  instructions  were 
contravened  to  any  considerable  extent. 

2920.  Would  you  apply  the  same  course  of  domiciliary  treatment  to 
coloured  patients  if  they  were  educated  and  well  off  and  could  afford  to  pay  ? 
— I  should  not  make  any  distinction.  In  the  case  of  the  poorer  class  who 
could  not  afford  to  pay  they  should  go  back  to  the  island. 
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2921.  Do  you  think  that  such  an  arrangement  would  tend  to  tradi- 

Gate  the  disease  in  the  colony  ? — I  think  so.  ^  -^ 

2922.  Upon  what  do  you  base  your  opinion  ? — Upon  the  evidence  I  have     *  ' 
already  given,  looking  at  the  small  percentage  of  cases  in  which  the  disease 

is  communicated. 

2923.  Could  you  isolate  a  patient  in  a  town  if  he  was  well-to-do  and 
had  property  there  ? — I  think  you  could  ensure  sufficient  isolation ;  I  do  not 
think  there  would  be  any  source  of  risk  to  other  people  in  the  street,  but 
only  to  those  in  immediate  contact. 

2924.  Br.  Herman.']  Would  you  allow  such  a  patient  to  go  out  to 
public  places  ? — No.  I  should  not  allow  him  to  attend  any  public  indoor 
gatherings  and  entertainments,  I  am  afraid  he  would  have  to  be  restricted  in 
that  respect. 

2925.  How  would  you  prevent  it? — He  would  presumably  be  known  to 
the  police  and  so  on. 

2926.  Would  you  order  him  to  wear  a  special  uniform  and  carry  a 
ticket  or  pass  ? — T  think  perhaps  it  might  be  advisable  for  him  to  carry  a  pass 
or  he  might  have  a  small  medal  with  his  number  on  it. 

2927.  Would  not  all  those  precautions  involve  additional  cost  ? — There 
would  be  some  additional  expenditure  undoubtedly. 

2928.  Would  you  make  it  compulsory  for  the  State  to  pay  that  additional 
expense  ? — I  think  there  should  be  some  investigation  into  the  means  of  the 
patient  to  find  out  his  ability  to  contribute  or  otherwise;  as  all  this  would  be 
done  in  the  public  interest  so  to  speak,  I  think  the  State  would  have  to 
assist  to  some  extent. 

2929.  Is  it  not  to  the  advantage  of  the  patient  that  he  is  privileged  to 
live  in  his  own  house  ? — It  is  for  the  public  good  that  any  cognizance  is  taken 
of  the  fact  of  his  being  a  leper,  he  is  debarred  from  public  entertainments  and 
so  on,  and  has  to  submit  to  the  inconvenience  of  restriction  and  domiciliary 
visits. 

2930.  Do  you  think  it  is  possible  to  carry  out  such  a  system 
in  this  country?—!  think  so  in  the  case  of  selected  patients;  they  would 
have  to  be  approved  of  course  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  after  getting  the 
report  of  the  resident  magistrate  and  one  or  more  medical  practitioners. 

2931.  You  would  not  apply  the  system  generally  to  anyone  desiring  to 
live  at  home,  would  you  ? — No.    They  should  be  selected  cases. 

2932.  Would  you  allow  coloured  persons  living  in  close  and  crowded 
places  to  remain  there  ? — No ;  I  would  have  them  taken  to  the  nearest 
district  hospital  which  would  exist  under  such  a  system,  and  keep  them  under 
supervision. 

2933.  You  would  take  into  consideration  their  personal  habits  and 
hygienic  surroundings  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

2234.  Dr.  Dodds.~]  Would  you,  speaking  broadly,  adopt  somewhat  the 
same  lines  as  are  followed  in  the  case  of  the  boarding-out  system  in 
connection  with  the  insane  ? — Yes. 

2935.  A  man  sujBPerrng  from  a  disease  like  leprosy  may  be  dangerous 
to  the  public  just  as  a  man  suffering  from  insanity,  and  the  degree  of 
danger  must  be  estimated  before  boarding  out  is  allowed  ? — Yes. 

2936.  Dr.  Herman.']  Would  you  not  draw  a  decided  line  there ;  the 
cases  where  a  man  is  dangerous  to  the  public  on  account  of  the  state 
of  his  mind  are  very  few  and  exceptional,  and  probably  leprosy  is  dangerous 
to  the  public  more  frequently  than  insanity ;  is  not  an  insane  man  usually 
more  dangerous  to  himself  than  to  those  around  him? — Perhaps  so,  in 
some  cases. 

2937.  Chairman.]  In  the  event  of  leprosy  being  extinguished  in  this 
Colony,  do  you  think  there  is  any  risk  of  the  disease  being  imported  from 
the  neighbouring  States  ? — I  think  there  might  be  risk. 

2938.  And  also  from  such  places  as  India  and  Mauritius  ? — Yes. 

[a  10— '94.]  Ai. 
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J  jr^^-g.,^^  2939.  Can  you  suggest  any  safeguards  for  lessening  that  danger  ? — If 

—  there  was  an  efficient  system  of  district  inspection  no  imported  leper  would 

'         remain  undiscovered  very  long  in  a  seaport  like  Cape  Town  for  instance. 

2940.  The  difficulty  would  be  who  would  intimate  to  the  local  authorities 
that  a  leper  was  at  large  ? — The  master  of  the  vessel  or  the  medical  officer 
on  board. 

2941.  And  in  the  case  of  a  leper  living  in  a  town? — There  would 
have  to  be  some  clause  with  regard  to  harbouring  lepers.  I  would  suggest 
that. 

2942.  In  that  way  the  local  authorities  would  have  their  hands 
strengthened,  would  they  not  ? — Yes.  | 

2943.  Would  you  compel  all  medical  practitioners  to  notify  any  case 
of  leprosy  ? — Yes  ;  there  should  be  compulsory  notification  by  all  medical 
men. 

2944.  In  the  case  of  native  lepers  coming  from  the  neighbouring 
territories,  how  would  you  get  any  notification  in  regard  to  them ;  it 
has  been  suggested  that  the  headman  of  a  kraal  should  be  compelled  to 
notify  ;  would  you  approve  of  that  ? — I  think  that  is  a  good  suggestion. 

2945.  Dr.  Gr cathead. Have  you  heard  of  any  cases  of  leprosy  im- 
ported from  India  or  other  countries  ? — Not  within  my  experience.  I 
cannot  say  that  I  have  come  across  any  case. 


Cape  Town,  Monday,  February  l^th,  1894. 


Dr.  Dodds, 


Fismer, 
Greathead, 


PEESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Hoffman, 
Edington, 
Herman. 

Rev.  Canon  Baker  examined. 


Canm^Sain-  2946.  Chairman.']  What  official  appointment  have  you  held  on  Eobben 

—     *     Island  ? — I  was  chaplain  there, 
Feb.  19th,  1894.  2947.  How  many  years  were  you  there  ? — Nine  years. 

2948.  During  that  time  did  many  cases  of  leprosy  come  under  your  ob- 
servation ? — Yes,  continually. 

2949.  When  did  you  go  to  Eobben  Island  ? — I  went  in  1868  and  came 
away  in  1877,  nine  years. 

2950.  Subsequent  to  that,  have  you  had  any  experience  of  cases  of 
leprosy  from  your  own  observation  ? — Yes,  I  have  seen  individual  cases  in 
Kalk  Bay. 

2951.  Did  you  take  considerable  interest  in  the  subject? — Yes,  when  I 
went  to  Eobben  Island  I  entertained  the  view  of  enquiring  into  the  nature 
of  the  disease. 

2952.  Have  you  based  your  conclusions  upon  cases  that  came  under  your 
own  personal  observation  ? — Yes. 

2953.  Did  you  approach  the  subject  from  a  clinical  aspect  ? — Yes,  and 
I  read  what  I  could  on  the  subject  while  making  observations  among  the- 
patients. 

2954.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  spread  of  leprosy  in  this  Colony  ?— 
I  and  many  others  think  that  it  has  been  spreading  more  since  the  fear  of 
contagion  became  less,  in  consequence  of  the  report  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  in  1873. 
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2955.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  conclu-  cari^^Baher 
sion  as  to  the  history  of  cases  ? — Yes  ;  the  patients  themselves  invariably      ^  — 
mislead  you  and  their  friends  try  to  conceal  cases.    There  also  appears  to  be 

a  great  difference  of  opinion  among  med.cal  men  in  the  diagnosis  of  the 
disease. 

2956.  In  what  way  do  you  think  the  disease  is  contagious  or  communi- 
cable ? — I  certainly  think  it  is  capable  of  being  communicated  from  one 
person  to  another.  It  might  be  communicated  through  the  air,  where  a 
large  number  of  patients  are  collected  together  in  a  building  and  also  through 
water  collecting  the  germs.  Certain  kinds  of  food  may  predispose  persons  to 
infection  by  lowering  the  system  only,  the  same  as  with  other  diseases.  It 
might  also  be  communicated  through  the  soil.  I  remember  the  case  of  a 
leper  woman  who  lived  in  the  bush  at  Kalk  Bay  near  the  fishery,  through 
whom  it  was  thought  the  disease  was  communicated  to  a  certain  family,  in 
consequence  of  one  of  the  children  being  in  the  habit  of  playing  near  her  hut. 

2957.  Have  you  any  records  of  that  case  ? — Not  any. 

2958.  Is  the  woman  alive  ? — No. 

2959.  Are  any  members  of  the  family  who  got  the  disease  now  on 
Eobben  Island  ? — No  ;  the  last  of  them  died  last  year. 

2960.  How  was  the  family  infected  through  this  woman  who  lived  in 
the  bush  ? — It  was  thought  that  it  must  have  been  carried  by  a  child  who 
played  about  there  with  others  and  possibly  got  it  though  the  soil.  It  is 
remarkable  how  many  cases  commence  in  the  soles  of  the  feet. 

2961.  Did  these  children  carry  any  eatables  to  the  woman  ? — They  may 
have  done  so.    I  do  not  know. 

2962.  What  form  of  leprosy  did  she  suffer  from  ? — The  tubercular  form. 

2963.  Was  she  in  the  ulcerated  stage  ? — Yes. 

2964.  What  race  did  she  belong  to  ? — Mixed  breed  I  should  say.  The 
only  connecting  link  seems  to  have  been  that  she  lived  in  the  bush  near  to 
the  house  of  the  family  the  child  of  which  became  diseased  some  years  after- 
wards, and  was  known  to  have  been  frequently  near  the  patient. 

2965.  Had  she  been  a  servant  in  the  family  ? — No.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  the  germs  of  the  disease  were  contained  in  the  excreta  deposited  in  the 
soil  of  the  place  where  she  lived.  That  is  the  only  thing  I  can  think  of  as 
connected  with  soil. 

2966.  Do  you  think  the  disease  can  be  spread  by  inoculation  ? — Yes  ; 
if  the  cuticle  were  broken,  it  is  quite  likely,  I  should  say,  for  the  infection 
to  be  communicated  to  the  inner  tissues. 

2967.  Then  you  think,  broadly  speaking,  that  the  disease  is  con- 
tagious ? — Yes ;  it  may  be  spread  by  accidental  inoculation,  and  under 
some  circumstances  by  absorption. 

2968.  Have  you  the  notes  of  any  cases  or  series  of  cases  that  have  come 
under  your  observation  ? — Yes.  There  was  a  case  of  a  leper  man  at  Kalk 
Bay,  who  told  me  that  his  boy  used  to  get  into  the  bed  when  he  got  out  in  the 
morning,  and  the  boy  thus  caught  the  disease  and  died,  his  wife  also  caught 
it  and  died.  Here  was  a  very  bad  case.  There  was  also  another  member  of 
the  same  family,  a  sister  of  the  man,  she  died  also  of  leprosy. 

2969.  How  did  the  man  you  first  spoke  of  get  the  disease  ? — He  said 
he  thought  it  must  have  been  through  drinking  cold  water  when  he  was  hot 

2970.  Is  there  any  evidence  beyond  his  own  statement  as  to  how  he 
caught  the  disease  ? — I  could  never  trace  it  back  to  a  definite  source. 

2971.  Could  he  remember  having  come  in  contact  with  any  leper? — ^No. 

2972.  And  you  say  that  from  this  man  several  other  members  of  the 
family  got  the  disease  ? — Two ;  a  third  member  doubtful  as  to  cause. 

2973.  What  condition  did  they  live  under  in  the  house ;  was  it  very 
small  ? — Yes.  They  were  working  people,  and  they  probably  ate  and 
drank  out  of  the  same  vessels  and  shared  the  same  beds. 
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Oarm^sahej'  2974.  What  age  was  the  son  when  he  developed  leprosy? — Nine  or 

ten,  I  should  think. 
Prt.  i9tii,  1894.  2976.  What  form  of  leprosy  had  this  man  ?— Tubercular. 

2976.  Dr.  Edington.']  Who  died  first,  the  father  or  his  boy  ?— The 
boy  died  before  the  father. 

2977.  How  soon  after  did  the  boy  become  affected  ? — That  I  could  not  say. 

2978.  Dr.  Greathead.']  Did  you  know  this  family  that  you  speak  of  ? 
— I  knew  the  sister 

2979.  Did  you  see  the  wife  or  the  boy  ? — No  ;  the  man  only. 

2980.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Did  the  sister  live  at  Kalk  Bay  ?— Yes. 

2981.  Was  she  a  decided  leper  ? — I  never  saw  her  in  a  leperous  con- 
dition, but  persons  who  knew  her  said  there  was  no  doubt  about  it. 

2982.  You  never  saw  her  yourself,  did  you  ? — Not  after  she  was  said 
to  be  affected. 

2983.  Is  she  dead  ? — Yes  ;  she  died  two  or  three  years  ago. 

2984.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Where  did  she  die  ?— At  Kalk  Bay. 

2985.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Did  any  medical  man  attend  her  ? — That  I  cannot 
say.  She  was  sent  away  to  what  is  called  the  "prayer  cure"  but  came  back 
no  better. 

2986.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Was  she  in  good  circumstances  ? — Yes.  I  was 
informed  of  a  leper  of  good  family  in  Kalk  Bay,  and  I  subsequently  went  to 
the  house  where  he  lived,  and  found  there  a  family  consisting  of  five  or  six 
daughters  and  a  widowed  mother.  These  girls  took  in  dressmaking.  I 
told  them  that  if  it  were  known  leprosy  was  in  the  house  it  would  damage 
their  business.  I  offered  to  write  to  the  authorities  and  have  the  patient 
removed  to  the  island,  where  he  might  get  a  situation  as  ward  attendant  so  as 
to  ameliorate  his  condition.  He  went  over  and  died  on  the  island.  Then  I 
found  that  a  brother  came  from  the  country,  and  he  was  said  to  be  a  leper, 
but  I  could  never  see  him  ;  they  kept  him  in  a  back  room,  and  the  old  lady 
nursed  and  attended  upon  him.  He  also  was  induced  subsequently  to  go  to 
the  island  and  died  there.  One  of  the  sisters  developed  symptoms  of  leprosy, 
and  she  adopted  two  young  children,  who  shared  her  bedrcom.  The  young 
lady  went  over  to  the  island  and  also  died  there.  The  house  these  people 
lived  in  was  first  a  little  cottage,  and  the  family  were  all  huddled  up 
together.  Afterwards  it  was  enlarged,  and  fresh  rooms  were  added  on,  when 
it  was  turned  into  a  boardiag-house.  It  is  very  noteworthy  that  in  this 
house  there  were  consecutively  members  of  three  distinct  families  affected : 
A  young  girl  who  came  to  it  frequently ;  next  a  butcher  named  Bossman 
with  his  wife,  who  both  died  of  the  disease  away  from  Kalk  Bay  ;  and  then 
the  family  of  which  I  have  been  speaking.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  this 
might  be  a  case  of  correspondence  with  the  "  Leprosy  in  the  walls  "  spoken 
of  in  the  Scriptures.  Microscopes  were  not  unknown  in  such  early  times, 
according  to  Layard.  Dr.  Meyer,  of  Plumstead,  informed  me  of  a  remarkable 
case,  which  may  throw  some  light  on  the  question  of  leprosy  in  houses  on 
which  I  am  speaking.  On  the  Flats  near  Wynberg  there  was  a  German 
family,  of  which  the  parents  were  quite  healthy  and  but  recently  arrived  in 
the  Colony.  They  had  a  son  and  a  daughter  both  affected  with  the  disease, 
which  could  be  traced  to  nothing  in  their  habits  or  communication  with 
others ;  but  Dr.  Meyer  surmised  that  the  germs  might  have  been  left  in 
the  cottage  by  some  former  inhabitant.  It  is  my  opinion  that  many  more 
lepers  are  in  the  Colony  than  are  publicly  known.  For  instance,  in  one 
respectable  family  I  saw  a  house-boy  having  some  appearances  of  the 
disease,  and  he  is  now  put  in  isolation.  In  the  same  premises  I  marked  a 
workman  with  symptoms,  and  he  has  since  been  isolated,  though  there  has 
been  some  doubt  concerning  his  case.  A  woman-servant  had  been  in  the 
same  family,  whose  brother  is  on  the  island  as  a  leper.  Since  that,  another 
woman-servant  has  been  in  the  same  household,  and  her  brother  died  on 
Bobbea   Island.    If  the  public  were  better  acq^uainted  with  the  early 


181 


symptoms,  many  more  cases  would  be  reported,  and  there  would  he  less  canm'^saKer. 
danger  of  spreading.  It  is  most  difficult  to  obtain  authentic  histories  of  — 
cases.  The  better  classes  shrink  from  admitting  that  the  disease  is  in  their  ^®^* 
families;  and  they  attribute  the  attacks  to  such  causes  as  "catching 
cold,"  or  the  drinking  of  cold  water  when  the  subject  is  overheated.  The 
poorer  classes  have  some  degree  of  the  same  feeling ;  and  they  seldom  know 
anything  of  the  two  generations  before  them.  Then  the  records  on  the  island 
are  most  unsatisfactory,  the  information  having  been  taken  from  the  patients 
or  their  relatives.  I  know  that  in  some  of  the  cases  the  report  that  "  none 
others  of  the  family  are  affected  "  is  incorrect.  When  members  of  the 
same  family  have  been  living  together  for  two  or  three  generations,  and 
cases  occur  in  all  three,  who  can  tell  which  cases  go  to  confirm  the  view  of 
contagion  or  that  of  heredity  ?  It  remains  to  be  ascertained,  in  course  of 
years,  with  proper  records  of  cases,  which  is  the  more  effective  cause.  At 
present,  as  there  is  but  little  doubt  among  the  well  informed  that  the  disease 
is  in  greater  or  less  degree  contagious,  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  is  generally 
given  to  heredity.  The  Indian  Leprosy  Committee,  whose  laborious  in- 
vestigations have  furnished  most  valuable  information,  have  decided  that 
the  disease  must  scientifically  ba  classed  under  the  head  of  contagion,  thus 
differing  from  the  Eeport  of  the  College  of  Physicians  in  1873.  The  public 
must  consider  what  precautions  this  decision  suggests,  and  must  judge  from 
experience  and  well  authenticated  information  as  to  actual  danger.  Then  as 
one  learned  Commission  certainly  erred  on  the  point  of  contagion,  it  may  be 
thought  another  may  have  erred  on  that  of  heredity.  But  the  Indian  (Com- 
mittee report  that  there  is  an  inherited  predisposition  to  the  disease  in  the 
descendants  of  lepers.  That  must  be  regarded  by  the  public  as  very  im- 
portant evidence,  that  intermarriage  with  families  in  which  the  disease  has 
shown  itself  in  two  generations,  or  in  more  than  one  case,  should  be  carefully 
avoided  or  prevented.  Whether  the  disease  be  contagious  or  hereditary,  or 
both,  there  should  be  no  question  about  "  communicability"  ;  and  from  all  I 
have  seen  and  known,  I  must  say  that  segregation  is  the  proper  course  to  be 
followed. 

2987.  Chairman.~]  Have  you  notes  of  any  other  cases  heaving  out  your 
views  as  to  the  communicability  "of  the  disease  r — Some  cases  appear  in  the 
Appendix  to  the  Eeport  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
in  1883,  which  Appendix  I  republished  for  circulation  under  the  title  of 

Leprosy  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope."  Some  other  cases  have  come  under 
my  observation ;  others  I  have  heard  of  on  good  authority.  I  knew  a  coloured 
man  at  Kalk  Bay,  a  Malay,  named  Cordam,  a  leper,  whose  brother  I  am 
informed  also  died  of  the  disease.  Their  names  are  Carl  and  Isaac.  I  observed 
frequently  two  boys,  Malays,  who  died  of  leprosy ;  and  I  am  informed  that 
their  father,  Cusan,  also  died  of  it  at  Kalk  Bay.  I  knew  a  boy,  removed  to 
Robben  Island,  named  Manego ;  and  I  am  informed  that  his  father  Class 
Manego,  died  of  the  disease.  I  frequently  saw  a  Eoman  Catholic  girl,  who 
died  of  leprosy  after  removal  from  Kalk  Bay ;  and  I  am  informed  that  her 
father,  named  Simeon,  died  of  the  disease.  I  frequently  saw  the  Malay 
mason  Fakeer's  wife,  who  was  a  leper,  but  died  from  fish  poisoning  at  Kalk 
Bay.  There  was  a  well  known  case  at  Noord  Hoek,  that  of  the  son  of  the 
school  teacher  who  believed  he  caught  the  aisease  by  digging 
with  the  spade  which  his  servant  had  been  using ;  both  died  of  leprosy.  I 
knew  a  boy  named  James,  connected  with  the  family  of  a  man  named  Palmer, 
at  Muizenberg,  who  died  of  leprosy  on  the  island  ;  and  I  am  informed  that  a 
brother  of  that  boy  also  died  of  it.  I  observed  Saul  Visant  of  Kalk  Bay ; 
and  have  heard  that  his  uncle  in  Cape  Town  has  the  disease.  John  de  Vrees, 
removed  to  the  island,  died  of  leprosy,  also  his  niece,  Nellie  Scouw. 

2988.  Can  the  records  of  those  cases  be  obtained  on  the  island  ? — Yes, 
some  of  them. 

2989.  Dr.  Qreathead^  Did  you  ever  see  the  case  of  a  boy  who  is  said 


182 


canmBaher         ^^^^        lepi'osy  through  a  fish-hook  wound,  he  was  fishing  with  some 
—     '     lepers  on  the  rocks  ? — The  shoemaker's  son  on  the  island  got  leprosy.  It 
Jeb.  i9tii,  1894.    Qame  under  the  observation  of  Dr.  Edmunds  ;  tho  name  was  *****  There 
was  no  doubt  of  his  having  leprosy,  and  the  cause  was  thought  ta  be  a 
wound  by  a  leper's  fish-hook. 

2990.  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  leprosy  is  spread  by  heredity  ? — The 
diffi€ulty  as  to  heredity  is  to  exclude  other  causes.  If  several  people  live 
together  in  one  house,  nobody  can  prove  whether  it  arises  from  heredity  or 
inoculation  in  some  way.  I  have  found  in  reading  that  sometimes  children 
show  signs  of  the  disease  before  their  parents.  This  is  remarkable  in  the 
Indian  Leprosy  Eeport.  I  think  that  in  many  such  cases  the  disease  is 
transmitted  from  the  parent,  in  whom  the  germs  remain  dormant  for  years, 
and  that  in  the  second  or  third  generation  the  germs  (bacilli  or  spores) 
become  more  virulent  or  active  under  existing  circumstances.  In  scientific 
language  the  disease  may  not  be  "  congenital,"  though  the  "  inherited  pre- 
disposition "  is  allowed  to  be  a  potent  factor  in  the  origin  of  leprosy  in  very 
many  cases.  As  the  public  were  misled  scientifically  on  the  question  of 
"contagion,"  so  they  would  be  if  an  important  Commission  were  to  rule 
that  leprosy  is  not  "  hereditary  "  because  children  are  not  known  to  be  born 
as  developed  lepers. 

2991.  Dr.  Hofman.~\  Have  you  any  other  cases  besides  those  you  have 
mentioned  with  regard  to  the  communioability  of  the  disease  by  contagion 
and  inoculation,  cases  that  have  come  directly  under  your  notice  ? — I  do  not 
remember  any  others. 

2992.  You  spoke  just  now  of  the  case  of  a  woman  who  lived  in  the 
-  bush  ;  how  old  was  she  when  she  contracted  leprosy  ? — Thafc  I  cannot  tell. 

2993.  Chairman.']  Are  you  in  favour  of  segregation? — Decidedly. 

2994.  "Why  ? — For  the  reasons  I  have  given  ;  and  because  the  disease  is 
believed  to  be  spreading,  though  there  are  great  doubts  about  it,  even 
among  medical  men,  partly  because  the  infection  is  very  slow  in  developing. 
When  I  was  on  the  island  I  was  a  good  deal  in  the  wards,  but  I  always  put 
myself  in  a  draught.  I  never  would  touch  the  lepers  or  anything  they  came 
in  contact  with,  not  even  the  handle  of  a  door,  I  remember  one  case  where 
it  was  said  a  carpenter  got  leprosy  on  the  island  through  putting  the  corpses 
into  the  coffins.    That  was  the  function  of  the  carpenter  at  the  time. 

2995.  Was  he  previously  a  healthy  man  ? — Yes. 

2996.  When  was  that  ? — It  was  while  I  was  there,  between  1868 
and  1877. 

2997.  Was  he  the  principal  carpenter  on  the  island  ? — Yes  ;  you  could 
probably  find  a  record  of  the  case. 

2998.  Was  he  a  white  man  ? — Yes,  named  Smith. 

2999.  Then  that  is  an  instance  of  one  of  the  attendants  on  the  island 
contracting  the  disease  ? — Yes. 

3000.  Dr.  Herman.']  Did  not  the  Superintendent  throw  doubt  on  that 
case  ? — 1  see  no  reason  for  any  doubt  at  all,  and  I  heard  of  none. 

3001.  Did  you  investigate  the  case? — I  enquired  of  his  mother,  who 
stated  the  particulars  exactly;  I  know  the  man  died  of  lepiosyand  I  buried  him. 

3002.  Dr.  Edingto7i.]  Have  you  any  knowledge  that  when  the  man 
came  on  the  island  he  was  healthy  ? — I  believe  so.  They  would  not  be 
likely  to  take  him  on  the  island  as  an  official  for  general  work  if  he  had 
leprosy. 

3003.  Dr.  areathead.]  What  was  the  date  of  that  ?— About  1874  or 
earlier  perhaps. 

3004.  Dr.  Edington.]  You  say  you  know  that  he  died  of  leprosy  ? — Yes. 

3005.  And  you  have  good  reason  to  believe  from  evidence  that  he  was 
healthy  when  he  went  to  the  island  ? — ^Yes. 

3006.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Was  this  the  first  case  of  leprosy  in  the  family  ? — 
Yes,  they  were  English  people.    His  mother  also  died  from  leprosy,  and  she 
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caught  it  from  washing  his  clothing.    She  was  among  the  chronic  sick.    I      ^  ^^T- , 

O  ,  J    ,  "  Canon  Bular. 

took  her  own  statement.  _ 

3007  Dr.  Herman.']  Was  she  an  attendant  ?— No,  a  patient.  Feb.  1 9th  \m. 

3008.  Dr.  Dodds.  Did  you  examine  the  mother  ? — Yes. 

3009.  How  long  was  the  man  on  the  island  before  contracting  the  disease  ? 
— That  I  do  not  know.    I  think  he  was  there  before  I  went. 

3010.  Dr.  Edmgtonr\  When  was  the  second  case? — Since  I  left. 

3011.  Dr.  Dodds."]  Did  the  carpenter  and  the  mother  live  in  the  same 
house  ? — No. 

3012.  Did  they  often  come  in  contact  ? — Yes. 

3013.  Dr.  Herman.]  Was  not  tliere  a  case  of  a  man  who  got  the  disease 
from  carrying  a  cojQ&n  ;  did  that  occur  in  your  time  ? — No. 

3014.  Dr.  Dodds.]  May  not  the  case  you  refer  to  be  the  same  one  ? — 
No,  1  do  not  think  so.  I  have  heard  that  another  carpenter,  who  had  also 
worked  among  the  lepers  left  the  island  and  returned  a  leper.  His  name  was 
KaafE :  a  recent  case. 

3015.  Ghairman.]  Could  you  suggest  any  modification  of  the  present  Act 
in  regard  to  the  segregation  of  lepers,  having  in  view  the  safeguarding  of  the 
Colony  from  the  spread  of  the  disease  ? — I  could  not, 

3016.  Do  yon  think  the  better  class  lepers,  if  they  could  afford  it,  might 
be  segregated  in  their  own  homes  ? — I  would  not  recommend  it.  I  would 
certainly  recommend  making  the  patients  on  the  island  as  comfortable  and 
happy  as  possible  under  the  circumstances. 

3017.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  erecting  asylums  on  the  mainland? — • 
I  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  two  or  three  asylums,  because  if  the 
disease  is  communicable,  the  more  you  concentrate  patients  together  the 
greater  the  danger  to  the  healthy  employed  among  them. 

3018.  Have  you  anything  to  prove  that  that  is  so  ? — No  ;  but  air,  water 
and  the  soil  would  be  more  likely  to  become  contaminated  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

30]  9.  Do  you  think  leprosy  is  spread  through  water  ? — I  should  think 
so ;  though  if  the  germs  were  swallowed  they  might  go  through  the 
digestion  system  without  doing  harm,  unless  there  were  any  lesion  therein. 

3020.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  isolating  lepers  on  their  own 
farms  ? — Only  if  you  could  ensure  perfect  isolation,  which  is  a  very 
difficult  thing. 

3021.  You  think  a  man  should  be  separated  from  his  family  in  the 
matter  of  eating,  drinking  and  sleeping  ? — Yes ;  and  he  should  have 
proper  attendants,  and  the  disinfecting  of  everything  should  be  carefully 
attended  to.  ' 

3022.  Are  vou  in  favour  of  Eobben  Island  as  an  establishment  for 
the  poorer  and  more  ignorant  class  of  lepers,  who  could  not  afford  to 
pay  for  providing  proper  means  of  isolation  ? — Having  known  Robben 
Island  for  a  long  time,  I  am  very  much  opposed  to  its  being  used  as  a 
lunatic  asylum  for  the  better  class,  and  I  am  very  thankful  that  there  has 
been  a  change  in  that  respect  at  Yalkenburg.  But  for  lepers  there  are  fewer 
objections. 

3023.  Do  you  think  lepers  under  any  stage  of  the  disease  could  be 
allowed  their  liberty  without  risk  to  the  community,  or  is  there  a  possible 
risk  at  all  stages  ? — Some  time  may  elapse  between  the  time  that  a  person  is 
pronounced  leprous  and  when  he  becomes  a  source  of  danger,  but  it  is  better 
to  be  on  the  safe  side  and  segregate  him.  The  great  difficulty  about  Robben 
Island  is  that  it  is  so  very  windy  and  cold  at  times.  I  think  the  patients 
require  better  clothing  in  consequence. 

3024.  Do  they  complain  of  the  cold  ? — Yes. 

3026.  At  all  seasons? — Except  in  the  summer.  It  would  be  a  good 
thing  if  the  patients  could  have  gardens  to  attend  to,  but  there  is  not  enough 
water.    They  spend  a  good  deal  of  time  fishing,  but  I  doubt  whether  it  is 
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canM  Baker      S^^d  foi  them  to  stand  about  in  the  wet.    Of  course  the  island  is  to  a 
—  certain  extent  a  desolate  place ;  there  is  no  scenery  and  there  are  no  pleasant 

Feb.  iQth,  189*.    gurroundings,  and  many  dislike  the  sea  voyage. 

3026.  You  would  object  to  the  island  on  the  ground  of  the  climate, 
soil,  and  water  supply  ? — Yes. 

3027.  Dr.  Hofman.~\  Have  you  taken  any  regular  meteorological 
observations  on  the  island  ? — I  have  not  taken  any  myself. 

3028.  Do  you  think  the  climate  of  the  island  had  any  prejudical  effect 
on  yourself  when  you  were  there  ? — Not  in  the  least.  It  is  a  healthy  place 
for  strong  people. 

3029.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  you  been  to  the  island  lately? — I  have  only 
paid  the  island  one  visit  since  I  left,  on  private  business.  T  have  not  been 
over  to  inspect  the  place. 

3030.  Have  you  seen  the  new  hospital  ? — No. 

3031.  Dr.  Ho  fman.'\  Do  you  think  the  climate  of  the  island  is  any  more 
inclement  than  the  climate  on  the  mainland  ? — Not  more  so  than  Salt  Eiver 
or  Mowbray,  you  have  high  wind  nearly  everywhere,  but  it  is  very  disa- 
greeable on  the  island. 

3032.  Chairman.']  You  think  the  only  feature  in  favour  of  the  island  is 
the  facility  it  affords  for  carrying  out  segregation,  but  you  object  to  it  on  the 
ground  of  climate,  soil,  and  water  supply:  is  that  so? — Yes,  and  its  generally 
desolate  character. 

3033.  Dr.  Herman.']  Are  there  any  special  difficulties  in  regard  to  seg- 
regation on  Eobben  Island,  as  for  instance  the  trouble  of  getting  the  patients 
to  keep  within  certain  bounds  ? — I  think  so,  because  the  patients  want  some- 
thing to  occupy  their  attention  in  the  way  of  flowers,  birds,  trees  and  so 
on,  if  they  are  not  allowed  to  wander  about. 

3034.  Dr.  Edington.  '\  In  your  opinion  has  the  separation  of  the  sexes 
been  complete  on  the  island  ? — When  I  first  went  there  they  had  frequent 
communication,  and  the  first  child  I  buried  was  a  child  born  of  leprous  par- 
ents who  were  not  married.  The  patients  used  to  cohabit  in  the  fowl-houses, 
and  in  consequence  of  representations  made  to  Government,  the  women  were 
removed  from  the  island  to  Old  Somerset  Hospital.  When  they  got  there 
they  thought  they  were  imprisoned  and  they  escaped  when  they  could  ;  they 
could  not  be  kept  there. 

3035.  Dr,  Herman^  Were  you  on  Eobben  Island  during  the  period  of 
compulsory  segregation  ? — No'. 

3036.  In  your  time  it  was  simply  voluntary  confinement  was  it  not  ? 
Yes,  that  is  so. 

3037.  Consequently  your  remarks  with  reference  to  that  period  woul 
hardly  apply  to  the  present  time,  would  they  ? — Not  in  all  respects. 

3038.  In  your  opinion  are  there  certain  difficulties  in  making  segregatio 
absolutely  compulsory  on  the  island  ? — Only  the  patients'  unwillingness  t 
leave  the  mainland. 

3039.  Were  there  any  cases  of  men  who  were  not  lepers  living  in  the 
leper  wards  ? — Not  in  my  time.    There  was  a  man  named  Csesar  who  had  a: 
ulcerated  foot,  who  was  put  into  the  leper  ward  as  wardsman ;  but  it  did  no 
develop  any  further. 

3040.  Had  he  got  leprosy  ?— No. 

3041.  Do  you  know  any  case  on  the  island  where  healthy  persons  hav^ 
mixed  with  lepers  and  become  leprous  themselves  afterwards  ? — None  that  I 
have  not  already  mentioned. 

3042.  Dr.  Eoss,  in  his  evidence  before  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
Legislative  Council  which  sat  in  1889,  said  the  lepers'  food  was  cooked  in 
the  general  kitchen  ;  did  you  ever  hear  of  any  communication  of  the  disease, 
through  this  ? — No.  In  my  time  there  was  a  separate  kitchen  and  there 
was  a  Swede  who  cooked.  In  any  case  the  danger  of  communication  would 
be  very  small  in  that  way,  as  the  food  was  taken  away  in  the  lepers'  vessels. 
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3043.  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  where  healthy  children  were  brought  Cfot^^Baker 
with  their  leprous  parents  to  Eobben  Island,  and  was  any  attempt  made  to  — 
segregate  them — I  never  remember  any  children  coming  with  leprous  parents  ; 

the  children  of  the  chronic  sick  patients  sometimes  went  into  the  leper 
wards. 

3044.  Was  the  case  at  Noordhoek  an  undoubted  case  of  leprosy  ? — Yes. 

3045.  Dr.  Dodds,']    What    was  the    man's    name  ? — The  man's 
father  was  a  schoolmaster,  and  the  patient  was  engaged  in  farming  work. 

3046.  Ghairman.']  Is  he  still  living  at  Noordhoek  ? — No;  but  the  family 
would  be  known. 

3047.  Z)r.  Herman.']  Would  they  be  known  to  Dr.  Claude  Wright,  of 
Wynberg  ? — Yes,  probably. 

3048.  Is  there  any  special  prevalence  of  leprosy  among  the  different 
inhabitants  of  Kalk  Bay  or  the  neighbourhood  ? — There  are  a  good  many 
Manilla  people  and  fishermen  there ;  I  cannot  say  how  many  of  those  are 
affected. 

3049.  Could  you  give  us  some  sort  of  return  of  the  number  of  cases  that 
have  come  to  your  knowledge  at  Kalk  bay :  a  good  many  Europeans  have 
been  affected  there,  have  they  not  ? — Yes,  the  return  would  be,  8  Europeans 
or  white,  .12  mixed  race,  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  have  heard 
of  others  on  uncertain  authority. 

3050.  Does  leprosy  occur  greatly  under  bad  hygienic  conditions  and 
deficient  diet  ? — ^Yes. 

3051.  Have  you  been  able  to  trace  back  the  cases  at  Kalk  Bay  to  any 
particular  date  ?—  No.  I  should  think  very  likely  the  disease  came  through  the 
Manillas  who  are  from  various  vessels  that  have  been  wrecked  and  so  on. 
They  settled  down  at  Kalk  Bay  and  they  live  rather  crowded  together,  under 
circumstances  that  I  should  say  would  be  likely  to  develop  the  disease. 
They  are  poor  people  generally. 

3052.  Chairman.']  Dr.  Dixon  has  given  some  special  instances  to  show 
that  prolonged  and  close  association  with  lepers  does  not  result  in  the  con- 
traction of  the  disease,  and  he  mentions  the  case  of  Csesar  who  lived  for  2^ 
years  in  the  male  leper  ward.  Was  this  man  Ceesar  cleanly  in  his  habits  ? 
— ^Yes,  particularly  so. 

5053.  And  was  he  careful  when  he  came  in  contact  with  the  lepers  and 
in  regard  to  his  food,  and  so  on  ? — I  think  not  from  fear  of  danger, 

3054.  Do  you  think  he  took  any  special  precautions  to  prevent  infec- 
tion ?— No. 

3055.  Dr.  Dixon  also  mentions  the  case  of  a  man  named  Manuel  Tidus 
who  says  he  lived  in  the  male  leper  wards  for  three  months  without  getting 
the  disease.    Do  you  know  anything  of  him  ? — No. 

3056.  Then  there  is  the  case  of  Samuel  Egan  who  lived  in  the  leper 
wards  for  nine  years  and  is  at  present  quite  healthy ;  did  you  know  him  ? — 
No. 

3057.  Then  there  is  the  case  mentioned  of  Mr.  Taylor,  head  wardsman 
of  paupers,  who  worked  for  some  26  years  in  the  leper  wards  and  is  now 
quite  healthy  ;  did  you  know  him  ? — Yes,  he  was  a  respectable  man  but  a 
drunkard.  His  connection  with  tlie  lepers  would  not  be  attended  with  any 
degree  of  danger ;  all  he  had  to  do  was  to  superintend  the  lunatics  who  emptied 
the  vessels  from  the  closets,  or  conveyed  food  to  their  wards. 

3058.  He  was  not  in  very  close  attendance  upon  the  lepers  was  he? — No,  I 
should  have  no  fear  of  touching  the  clean  surface  of  a  leper  with  my  hand 
if  there  were  no  abrasion  ;  but  I  would  recommend  washing  after  much  close 
contact. 

3059.  Dr.  Dixon  refers  to  the  fact  that  until  about  the  year  1884,  all 
the  lepers'  dirty  linen  was  washed  by  the  female  lunatics  in  cold  water  only, 
and  was  often  mixed  with  the  underclothing  of  the  lunatic  patients  in  the 
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Can^Bairr     P^'OCGSS  of  Washing.    Have  you  anything  to  say  as  to  that  ? — It  was  not  so 
—  '  '     in  my  time  ;  I  was  there  from  1868  to  1877. 
Feb.  i9fch,  1894.  3060.  Dr.  Dixon  says  that  the  practice  was  probably  in  vogue  for  up- 

wards of  30  years  ? — It  was  not  in  my  time  certainly.  I  know  there  was  a 
Swede  who  did  the  washing.  I  could  not  say  whether  he  washed  for  the 
men  and  Avomen  or  only  for  the  men. 

3061.  Dr.  Dixon  says  in  his  report  that  "the  domesticated  animals  o: 
Robben  Island  have  furnished  additional  evidence  on  the  question  under 
consideration  for  many  years  past,  and  may  be  almost  spoken  of  as  having 
conducted  an  unsolicited  series  of  experiments  on  their  own  persons,  which 
are  of  grave  significance  in  this  enquiry.  Until  quite  recently,  the  cows,  and 
more  especially  the  calves,  were  in  the  habit  of  consuming  large  quantities 
of  poultices  recently  taken  from  leprous  ulcers,  and  thrown  into  the  compound, 
and  rags  and  clouts  that  had  been  used  io  binding  up  leprous  sores.  The 
poultry  also  used  to  eat  discarded  food  and  refuse  thrown  from  the  leper 
wards."  Is  that  the  case  from  your  knowledge  ? — I  have  not  seen  the  animals 
eat  the  poultices  which  were  undoubtedly  thrown  out. 

3062.  They  might  have  eaten  them,  might  they  not? — Yes  :  very  likely 
they  did. 

3063.  And  as  to  the  fowls? — There  was  some  talk  of  there  being  leprous 
fowls,  having  symptoms  on  their  legs  and  feet ;  also  leprous  pigeons. 

3064.  Dr.  Dixon  goes  on  to  say,  "the  water  in  which  the  soiled  and 
filthy  clothes  and  rags  of  the  lepers  had  been  washed  (in  cold  water  only) 
was  allowed  to  run  down  an  open  gutter  of  considerable  length,  and  was 
drunk  regularly  by  the  cows,  calves,  and  poultry  of  all  kinds."  Is  that  so  ? 
— It  ran  down  an  open  gutter ;  and  I  may  say  that  I  have  heard  of  rather  a 
curious  case  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Darroll,  druggist  at  Kalk  Bay  :  A  cow 
was  sent  over  from  the  Island  and  the  woman  who  had  the  milking  of  it  got 
leprosy  some  year  or  two  after  she  received  it.  I  remember  also  when  I  was 
member  of  a  Board  for  condemning  unwholesome  food  at  the  Island,  we  sent 
back  a  pig,  and  the  contractor  said  he  was  very  sorry,  but  the  pig  came  from 
the  Island  and  had  been  fed  by  Mrs.  Edmunds,  the  wife  of  the  Superinten- 
dent. 

3065.  Br.  Hoffman.']  What  wasl;he  name  of  the  woman  who  it  was  said 
contracted  leprosy  from  the  cow  ? — 

3066.  Chainnan.']  Dr.  Dixon  further  says,  "  until  the  year  1889,  the 
same  vehicle  was  used  indifferently  for  the  conveyance  of  bread,  raw  meat, 
groceries,  living  lepers^  and  even  the  dead  from  the  leper  wards."  Was  there 
only  one  vehicle  used  for  all  those  purposes  ? — I  do  not  believe  that  any 
Superintendent  would  allow  anything  so  filthy. 

3067.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  the  way  in  which  they  transported 
bread,  raw  meat,  groceries,  as  well  as  dead  and  living  lepers  during  the  time 
you  were  on  the  island  ? — The  bread,  meat,  groceries  and  soon  were  brought 
up  in  the  ration  cart. 

3068.  Were  they  thrown  loosely  into  the  cart,  or  were  they  in  separate 
packages,  either  in  boxes  or  baskets  ? — They  were  in  separate  boxes  or 
baskets. 

3009.  How  were  the  rations  conveyed  from  the  kitchen  ? — In  double 
tin  cases ;  on  one  side  meat,  on  the  other  vegetables,  carried  by  two  men. 

3070.  When  lepers  were  landed  on  the  island,  were  they  taken  up  in 
this  cart  ? — I  never  saw  tlie  cart  so  used.  Most  likely  those  who  could  not 
walk  would  be  put  into  an  open  sedan  chair  like  those  that  passengers  are 
landed  in. 

3071.  Was  it  customary  for  the  cart  to  go  down  for  them  ? — I  never 
saw  a  cart  used  for  the  purpose,  though  it  must  have  passed  my  quarters  if 
so  used. 

3072.  When  a  leper  died,  how  was  the  corpse  carried? — On  the 
shoulders  of  lunatics. 
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3073.  Was  the  corpse  carried  in  that  way  to  the  place  of  interment  ?—  ctwrn^Baiccr. 
Yes.    There  was  a  small  mortuary,  but  very  seldom  in  my  time  was  a  body  — 
takeo  into  it ;  they  were  generally  carried  by  men  immediately  from  the 

wards  to  the  burial  place. 

3074.  And  not  put  into  a  cart  ? — Not  in  my  time. 

3075.  Dr.  Dixon  further  states  in  his  report,  "  The  coffins  enclosing  the 
lepers'  corpses  are  often  hastily  made,  owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the  climate, 
and  are  apt  to  be  rather  open  at  the  joints.  It  was  a  frequent  occurrence 
for  considerable  quantities  of  pus  and  other  fluids  to  ooze  from  such  coffiins 
on  to  the  floor  of  the  cart,  on  which  the  meat  would  subsequently  be  placed, 
and  that  without  any  protection  to  prevent  its  coming  in  contact  with  the 
bare  and  filth-saturated  boards."  In  your  time  was  that  the  case,  did  you 
ever  see  it  ? — No.  Dr.  Edmunds  would  not  have  allowed  anything  approach- 
ing to  such  a  state  of  things, 

3076.  Would  you  have  had  frequent  opportunities  of  observing  if  such 
a  thing  had  occurred  ? — Yes  ;  and  some  of  the  attendants  or  other  employes 
would  certainly  have  informed  me  of  any  such  doings. 

3077.  Did  you  ojSLciate  at  most  of  the  funerals  ? — Yes,  always. 

3078.  Therefore  you  would  have  had  a  good  opportunity  of  seeing  how 
the  coffins  were  conveyed  ? — Yes  ;  I  never  remember  a  cart  being  used,  or  any 
leakage  of  liquids  from  a  corpse. 

3079.  Br.  Edington.~\  I  understand  that  in  your  time  such  a  state  of 
things  did  not  exist  ? — No  ;  Dr.  Edmunds  was  not  only  an  able  man  but  a 
very  careful  man,  nor  do  I  think  Dr.  Biccard  would  have  allowed  it. 

3080.  Dr.  I)odds.~\  At  that  time  there  were  scarcely  any  of  the  atten- 
dants in  close  contact  with  the  lepers,  ? — No  ;  not  lunatic  or  pauper  attendants. 

2081.  Was  the  contact  of  the  general  population  on  the  island  with  the 
lepers  so  frequent  that  there  would  be  much  fear  of  their  getting  leprosy  ? — 
No,  it  was  not. 

3082.  Therefore  no  point  can  be  made  of  the  fact  that  people  were  not 
infected  on  Eobben  Island  during  your  time  ? — No  ;  there  is  nothing  to  be 
deducted  from  that  at  all  ;  all  intelligent  people  have  a  sort  of  instinctive 
care  and  caution  about  coming  in  contact  with  lepers,  and  we  did  every- 
thing to  prevent  their  mixing  with  the  healthy  people  at  public  entertain- 
ments and  so  on. 

3083.  Chairman.'^  Have  you  had  any  medical  education  ? — I  was  arti- 
cled, and  visited  patients  for  about  four  years. 

3084*  Therefore  you  could  form  an  estimate  of  the  disease  from 
that  fact  ?— Yes. 

j        3085.  Dr.  Edington.']  What  was  the  nature  of  your  medical  education  ? 

•  — I  was  with  my  brother,  Dr.  Baker,  indentured  as  an  apprentice.  I  liked 
the  study  of  medicine,  but  I  did  not  care  for  it  in  practice.  I  then  read  for 
Holy  Orders  and  became  a  clergyman.  1  saw  many  and  various  cases  in  the 
course  of  those  four  years,  and  I  was  besides  that  for  two  years  in  University 
College  Chemical  Laboratory,  London. 

3086.  Ghairman.']  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  vaccination  ? — Yes  ; 
I  have  vaccinated  hundreds  of  people. 

3087.  In  your  own  experience  have  you  ever  known  a  case  of  leprosy 
due  to  vaccination  ? — No  ;  it  was  not  likely  to  occur.  I  thought  there  might 
be  a  danger,  so  I  took  very  great  precautions.  I  had  two  lancets  in  use, 
one  of  which  was  for  doubtful  oases,  and  I  always  carefully  washed 
them  in  separate  basins  of  water  and  dried  them  with  separate  cloths. 
I'beu  I  got  the  teachers  in  the  different  schools  to  tabulate  the  names  of  the 
scholars,  putting  "d"  for  doubtful,  "g"  for  good,  and  "b"  for  bad,  audi 
never  vaccinated  with  lymph  from  doubtful  cases.  I  remember  I  told  Dr. 
Kbdou  how  careful  I  was,  he  said  I  was  quite  right,  but  medical  men  could 
not  always  carry  out  such  precautions.  He  thought  that  leprosy  could  be  . 
bo  conveyed  by  vaccination, 
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Can^Baker  3088.  Are  you  Eware  whether  any  cases  are  reported  of  leprosy  having 

_  '  '     been  spread  by  vaccination? — I  have  read  of  such  cases.    Other  diseases 
Feb.  19th,  1804.    j^g^y       spread  in  that  way,  syphilis  for  instance  may  be  communicated 
through  vaccination,  and  why  not  leprosy,  a  kindi-ed  disease  also  with  a 
specific  bacillus  ? 

3089.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Do  you  know  whether  any  children  of  lepers  after- 
wards became  leprous  ? — I  could  not  trace  them  out  after  I  left  the  island, 
and  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  them  on  the  mainland. 

8090.  You  have  doubtless  read  the  report  of  the  Indian  Leprosy  Com- 
mission and  are  aware  that  they  report  against  compulsory  segregation  ? — Yes. 

3091.  Do  you  still,  in  spite  of  that,  hold  a  strong  opinion  that  it  is 
contagious  ? — Yes. 

3092.  And  you  think  that  compulsory  segregation  is  necessary  ? — ^Quite 
necessary. 

3093.  Dr.  Edington.']  In  the  Indian  Commission  do  you  think  there  was 
a  bias  among  the  Commissioner:^  in  the  direction  of  non-contagion  ? — I  thought 
there  was  a  slight  bias,  nothing  wilful  of  course,  but  I  think  one  or  more  had 
certain  preconceived  notions  when  they  approached  the  matter,  and  as  some  others 
of  them  were  doubtful,  the  positive  members  would  have  less  difficulty  in 
getting  their  views  confirmed. 

3094.  Chairman.']  Is  there  anything  else  jou  wish  to  add  on  the  subject  ? 
— I  may  say  that  a  farmer  at  Muizenberg  has  informed  me  of  several 
striking  cases,  confirmatory  of  the  contagion  view.  He  has  neglected  to 
write  them  down  as  promised ;  and  I  should  like  him  to  be  consulted  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  grounds  of  the  statements.  On  the  subject  of  the  modes  of 
conveyance  of  rations  and  of  corpses  on  Eobben  Island,  no  one  can  give 
more  accurate  information  than  Mr.  Watson  of  the  "  Captain's  Eooms,"  Cape 
Town,  who  was  for  years  acting  in  various  capacities  on  the  Island,  and 
is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  its  affairs. 
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Herman, 

K.  A.  K*  *  *  *  examined. 

3095.  Chairman.']  Are  you  at  present  a  paying  patient  on  Eobben  Island  ? 
—I  am. 

3096.  From  what  part  of  the  Colony  do  you  come  ? — From  Montagu. 

3097.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  island? — 14^  months.  I  came 
here  on  the  7th  December,  1892. 

3098.  Were  you  ill  long  before  that  time  ? — Yes. 

3099.  How  has  your  health  been  since  you  have  been  on  the  Island?— 
The  fijst  six  months  my  health  was  pretty  good.  When  I  came  my  house  was 
not  finished  ;  I  felt  the  wind  very  much  and  caught  a  cold  which  lasted  some  time 
but  I  am  well  now.  On  the  7th  of  March  last  year,  I  think,  I  began  to  use 
gurjun  oil.  The  doctor  told  me  I  must  drink  it  twice  a  day  and  also  rub  it 
in  twice  a  day.  I  have  rubbed  myself  with  the  oil  sometimes  three  times  a 
day,  but  I  find  if  I  use  it  too  much  it  gives  rise  to  eruptions. 

3100.  Is  your  house  comfortable  at  present  ? — No  ;  I  think  it  will  kill  me 
if  I  stay  in  it.  The  iron  is  so  hot  and  it  is  quite  different  from  a  brick  or 
stone  building. 
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3101.  Do  you  ever  find  it  too  cold  ? — Yes,  in  winter  time,  and  it  is  so  ^-  ^-  ^*  *  *  * 
draughty.  You  cannot  imagine  how  windy  it  is  on  the  island,  and  I  think  Frt.  20th,  i894. 
it  must  be  the  worst  place  in  the  whole  world  to  bring  people  to. 

3102.  How  are  you  off  for  food:  do  you  get  enough? — Yes,  I  get 
more  than  I  can  eat,  but  the  cooking  is  very  bad.  It  has  been  a  little  better 
lately,  but  it  wants  looking  after. 

3103.  Dr.  Edington.']  Does  the  doctor  give  you  good  attention  ? — He  does 
not  visit  me  unless  I  send  for  him.  There  are  so  many  sick  people  for  him  to 
visit  that  I  suppose  he  looks  upon  me  as  comparatively  well  and  that  is  why 
he  goes  past. 

3104.  Chairman.^  You  see  him  passing  every  day,  I  suppose? — I  cannot 
see,  but  I  hear  him  passing. 

3105.  And  if  you  wanted  him  you  could  get  him  ? — Yes.  I  have  no 
fault  to  find  with  the  doctor ;  my  complaint  is  against  the  place. 

3106.  Do  the  sand  and  heat  trouble  you  at  all  ? — The  heat  is  very  great, 
and  the  house  is  built  on  the  sand.  The  sand  hurts  my  eyes  when  the  wind 
blows. 

3107.  Had  you  lost  your  eyesight  before  you  came  here  ? — Yes. 

3108.  Do  you  attend  the  church  on  Sundays  ? — Yes. 

3109.  How  do  you  spend  your  time;  have  you  any  amusements?—  I 
have  nothing  to  do,  that  is  the  worst  of  all.  I  can  only  just  sit  in  the 
house.  There  is  only  one  attendant  for  myself  and  another  patient,  Mr. 
Louw.  The  attendant  sometimes  takes  me  for  a  walk,  but  it  is  too  hot  now 
in  the  day-time  to  go  out,  and  the  wind  is  blowing  very  often. 

3110.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Have  you  no  shelter  when  the  wind  is  blowing  ? 
— No ;  there  is  no  place  for  me  to  go  to  get  shelter  from  the  sun  and  the 
wind. 

3111.  Have  you  any  amusements  ? — I  cannot  see. 

3112.  Does  anyone  read  to^you  ? — Only  Mr.  L*  *  * ;  hereads  to  mesome- 
times,  and  I  am  thankful  for  that.  The  attendant  cannot  read.  I  should 
like  someone  to  read  to  me.    I  just  sit  here  all  day. 

3113.  Chairman.']  Do  you  have  any  friends  to  visit  you? — Yes,  my 
relations  come  to  see  me.  My  wife  and  two  sisters  have  been  about  twenty 
times  since  I  have  been  here.  I  always  understood  that  the  friends  of 
patients  could  travel  on  the  railway  at  half  fare,  and  if  they  could  not  pay, 
for  nothing.    My  people,  however,  have  not  travelled  at  half  price,  and  to 

1  come  from  Montagu,  what  with  staying  over  in  Cape  Town  and  all  the  atten- 
dant expenses,  costs  £4,  so  that  my  wife  has  had  to  pay  £80  to  come  and 
see  me  since  I  have  been  here. 

3114.  And  you  consider  that  a  great  hardship  ? — Yes,  I  have  14  children. 

3115.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Do  you  think  your  condition  would  be  made  more 
comfortable  if  your  friends  could  come  to  see  you  at  half  price  ? — 'Yes,  I.  do 
not  want  them  to  travel  for  nothing,  but  I  think  they  should  be  allowed  to 
come  at  half  price.    The  stationmaster  said  the  magistrate  at  Robertson  had 

I  told  him  they  could  not  come  for  half  price.  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  go 
i  home  from  the  island.    I  come  from  a  dry  climate,  and  my  wife  who  is  a 

healthy  woman  could  look  after  me.    She  is  59.    It  is  not  as  if  I  was  a 

young  man  of  20. 

3116.  You  mean  to  say  that  from  your  point  of  view  it  would  be  just 
as  well  for  your  wife  to  look  after  you  as  a  man  on  the  island  ? — Yes.  When 
Mr.  Sauor  was  Colonial  Secretary  I  was  in  communication  with  him  about 
staying  on  my  farm,  but  he  insisted  on  my  having  so  many  attendants,  in 

,  fact,  the  expense  would  have  come  to  about  £400  a  year. 

3117.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  you  regard  Robben  Island  as  a  healthy  place  ? 
— No  ;  it  is  the  most  uuhealthy  place  in  the  world  ;  acd  it  is  worse  for  lepers 
suffering  from  the  tubercular  form,  the  sea  air  is  too  strong  for  them,  and 
then  there  is  the  wind.    For  eight  years  at  home  I  was  never  ill. 

3118.  Chairman.]  You  have  been  here  since  1892,  have  you  not  ? — -Yes^ 
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^'         *  *  *         3119,  Bo  you  consider  yourself  now  m  as  good  health  as  when  you  came 
r«b. -ioth,  1894,    here? — My  health  at  present  is  very  good.    When  I  came  my  face  was 
all  right.    You  will  find  a  report  of  my  condition  at  the  Colonial  Office  ;  when 
I  came  here  I  understood  from  the  magistrate  that  I  should  soon  go  back 
and  that  they  would  not  Iteep  me  long,  perhaps  not  more  than  a  month. 

3120.  If  you  were  not  blind,  could  you  walk  about? — Yes;  I  feel 
strong  and  could  walk  well  if  my  sight  permitted  me, 

Mr.  IS!.  J.  L*  *  ^  examined. 

N.J.L*** 

3121.  Chairman.']  Are  you  at  present  a  paying  patient  on  Eobben  Island  ? 
—Yes. 

3122.  What  part  do  you  come  from  ? — From  the  Malmesbury  district. 

3123.  How  loag  have  you  been  on  the  island  ? — About  eighteen  months. 

3124.  How  long  were  you  sick  before  that  time  ? — About  five  years. 

3125.  What  do  you  think  of  the  island  as  regards  your  own  condition  ; 
are  your  quarters  comfortable  ? — They  are  hot  in  summer  and  cold  in  winter, 
as  the  building  is  constructed  of  wood  and  iron. 

3126.  When  do  you  feel  the  cold  most  ? — In  June,  July  and  A  ugust. 

3127.  Are  you  able  to  go  about  well  ? — Yes.  The  only  grievance  I  have 
got  is  that  there  is  no  chance  for  my  friends  to  see  me.  I  have  not  seen  my 
father  since  I  have  been  here,  as  he  cannot  travel  over  the  sea ;  he  dreads  the 
sea  voyage. 

3128.  Have  any  other  friends  or  relatives  visited  you  ? — Yes. 

,^  3129.  Do  they  complain  about  the  expense  ? — No ;  they  only  come  from 

the  Paarl. 

3130.  What  amusements  have  you  on  the  island  ? — Only  reading. 

3131.  Can  you  walkabout? — Yes,  but  the  wind  is  very  troublesome. 

3132.  How  do  you  spend  your  evenings? — I  converse  with  Mr.  K*  *  *  *j 
and  I  read. 

3133.  Do  you  get  on  better  in  the  summer  or  in  the  winter  ? — I  would 
say  the  winter  is  better.    I  find  my  health  very  good. 

3134.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  food  you  get? — The  food  is  not  bad, 
but  there  is  very  little  variety. 

3135.  If  you  want  anything  special,  are  you  able  to  get  it? — They  give 
us  the  same  food  as  they  get  in  the  wards. 

3136.  Suppose  you  ordered  a  ham,  could  you  get  it? — Yes,  subject  to 
medical  advice. 

3137.  And  is  it  the  same  with  regard  to  drinkables  ? — We  are  at  liberty 
to  do  what  we  like. 

3138.  Are  the  vegetables  scarce  ? — Yes. 

3139.  What  sort  of  vegetables  do  you  get? — Usually  cabbage  and 
potatoes,  but  the  vegetables  are  old  when  we  get  them,  and  there  is  no  change. 

3140.  Do  you  agree  generally  with  what  Mr.  K*  *  *  *  has  said  with 
reference  to  the  island  ? — Yes. 

3141.  Is  there  anything  you  specially  want? — I  do  not  know  of  any- 
thing particular — of  course  one  feels  the  isolation  very  much. 

3142.  Are  things  pretty  quiet  on  the  island? — There  has  been  some 
little  dissatisfaction  about  the  delay  in  the  Commission  coming,  and  there 
was  a  row  about  the  meat  a  little  while  ago.    They  said  it  was  not  good. 

3143.  Was  the  meat  you  got  at  all  affected  ? — No. 

3144.  Dr.  DoddsTj  Is  there  anything  you  can  suggest  with  regard  to 
making  you  more  comfortable  in  any  way  ? — I  only  want  to  go  home. 

3145.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Is  the  water  good? — I  seldom  drink  water, 
have  beer. 

3146.  Does  the  Government  supply  you  with  beer  ? — Yes. 
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Hantis  examined. 

3147.  Chairman.']  You  are  one  of  a  deputation  sent  by  a  ward ; 
what  ward  do  you  represent  ? — Ward  No.  4. 

3148.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  island  ? — Five  years. 

3149.  "What  part  of  the  colony  do  you  come  from  ? — Grahamstown  ;  I 
was  born  close-  to  Eiebeek  street. 

3160.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  to  the  Commission  ? — I  was 
told  by  the  doctor  who  sent  me  here  that  I  should  go  back  again  to  my  home 
when  I  was  cured. 

3151.  What  doctor  told  you  that  ? — Dr.  Greathead  told  me. 

3152.  Do  you  get  good  food  here  ? — Yes  ;  I  get  enough  to  eat. 

3153.  Do  you  sleep  comfortably  ?— Yes. 

3154.  Do  you  get  tobacco  and  things  of  that  sort  in  addition  to 
your  daily  food  ? — Yes. 

3155.  And  have  you  freedom  to  walk  about  the  island  ? — Yes ;  as  much 
as  I  like  within  a  certain  distance. 

3156.  Is  there  anything  on  the  island  that  you  are  not  contented  with; 
do  you  suffer  from  the  cold,  the  heat,  or  the  sand  in  any  way  ? — In  the 
summer  the  island  is  very  hot  and  in  winter  very  cold. 

3157.  Dr.  Edington^  Is  there  anything  specially  that  you  complain 
about  ?— Only  that  I  wish  to  leave  the  island  and  go  to  my  home  :  that  is 
my  great  complaint.  Our  hearts  long  very  much  to  go  home.  The  doctor 
who  sent  me  here  said  that  as  soon  as  I  got  any  better  I  would  be  removed 
to  my  home. 

3158.  Chairman.']  Are  you  better  now  ? — Yes  ;  I  am  better  than  when  I 
came  to  the  island,  at  that  time  I  could  not  use  one  leg 

3159.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Are  you  quite  cured  ? — The  disease  is  still  on  my 
body.    I  cannot  say  I  am  cured  but  I  am  not  so  bad  as  I  used  to  be. 

3160.  Were  you  informed  that  if  you  came  to  the  island  you  would  be 
sure  to  get  cured  ? — I  was  not  promised  that,  but  I  was  told  that  as  soon  as 
I  got  better  I  should  go  away. 

3161.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  you  are  much  better  now? — Yes,  better 
than  I  was  when  I  came,  I  feel  stronger,  and  I  have  gained  flesh.  My  only 
longing  is  to  go  home. 

3162.  Are  you  a  married  man  ? — No.    I  have  brothers  and  sisters. 

3163.  Would  it  not  be  a  very  bad  thing  if  you  left  here  and  carried  the 
disease  to  them  perhaps  ? — I  stayed  among  them  when  I  had  the  disease  two 
or  three  years,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  contagious.  They  are  quite  as 
healthy  as  when  I  left  them. 

3164.  Do  you  get  plenty  to  eat  ? — Yes,  but  I  do  not  care  about  that ; 
my  greatest  longing  is  to  get  away  from  the  island. 

3165.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Do  you  get  a  bath? — Yes,  when  I  like.  Sometimes 
I  take  a  bath  twice  a  week  and  sometimes  three  times  a  week. 

3166.  Even  in  summer  is  there  plenty  of  water  ? — Both. 

3167.  Dr.  Greathead.  \  Does  anyone  look  after  the  patients  to  see  that 
they  take  a  bath,  supposing  they  are  not  inclined  to  ? — Mr.  Fitch,  the  super- 
intendent, used  to  look  after  it,  but  now  he  has  so  much  work  to  do  we  see 
to  it  ourselves.  . 

3168.  I  suppose  you  could  go  for  a  month  without  a  bath  if  you  liked  ? 
—Yes. 

3169.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Do  you  get  hot  or  cold  water? — Both. 

3170.  Dr.  Hqfman.]  Apart  from  your  wish  to  see  your  friends,  are  you 
well  treated  on  the  island  ? — Yes.    I  have  no  complaints. 

3171.  Dr.  Herman.]  How  do  you  spend  the  evening;  have  you  any 
amusements  ? — Yes ;  there  are  cards,  draughts,  backgammon,  and  so  on. 
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Jumbo  examined. 


Fab.  20tli, 


3172.  Chairman.']  Do  you  represent  Ward  No.  4  in  company  with  the 
last  witness? — Yes. 

3173.  You  have  heard  what  he  has  said;  do  you  agree  with  him? — 


Yes. 


Yes. 


3174.  Are  you  well  treated  on  the  island  ? — Yes. 

3175.  How  has  your  health  been  ? — I  am  much  better. 

3176.  Where  do  you  come  from?— From  Grahamstown. 

3177.  How  long  have  you  been  here  ? — One  year  and  seven  months. 

3178.  And  you  feel  much  better  in  health  since  you  have  been  here? — 


3179.  What  work  were  you  doing  at  Grahamstown? — I  worked  in  the 
stores  and  did  gardening.    I  was  also  a  driver. 

3180.  Had  you  plenty  of  good  food  to  eat  when  you  were  at  home? — 

Yes. 

3181.  What  did  you  have  to  drink? — Beer,  wine,  and  brandy. 

3182.  Do  you  get  wine  and  beer  here? — No. 

3183.  And  still  vour  health  is  better  now  ? — Yes. 

3184.  Did  you  drink  much  when  you  were  at  home? — As  much  as  I 
wanted. 

3185.  And  now  you  get  no  stimulants  at  all  ? — No.  I  want  to  get 
home  very  much,  as  I  have  a  family. 

3186.  Who  supports  your  family  now  ? — There  is  no  one  to  do  it. 

3187.  Are  your  children  grown  up  ? — Yes. 

3188.  Do  they  support  themselves  ? — Yes.  My  wife  is  alive,  and  works 
when  she  can  get  any  to  do. 

3189.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  disturbance  on  the  island  the 
other  day  ? — I  was  not  there,  T  heard  there  was  something,  I  did  not  see  it, 
nor  did  I  hear  any  noise. 

3190.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  you  not  tbink  it  is  very  kind  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  look  after  you  and  give  you  comfortable  dwellings  and  good  food, 
when  if  you  were  at  large,  you  might  spread  the  [disease  ? — I  do  not  care 
about  the  food  although  there  is  nothing  to  complain  of.  I  want  to  see  my 
wife  and  children.    She  does  not  get  the  food. 

,  ft. 

Caspar  Lindehoom  examined. 

Caspar  Lindenboom.         3^9     Chairman.']  What  ward  do  you  represent  ?~No.  1  Ward. 

3192.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  island? — Over  thtee  years. 

3193.  Where  do  you  come  from? — Swellendam. 

3194.  How  long  were  you  sick  before  you  came  here  ? — Six  years. 

3195.  Are  you  better  or  worse  now? — I  am  very  sick  now. 

3196.  Do  you  get  enough  to  eat? — The  food  is  good,  but  it  is  not  well 
cooked. 

3197.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  you  get  tobacco? — Yes. 

3198.  And  wine  or  brandy  ? — No  ;  I  do  not  take  it- 

3199.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  row  on  the  island  lately? — Yes. 

3200.  Was  that  the  first  row  that  has  taken  place  ? — No. 

3201.  What  was  it  about? — Because  the  meat  was  bad. 

3202.  How  often  has  the  meat  been  bad  ? — Several  times.  We  com- 
plained about  it,  but  nothing  was  done.  We  remained  quiet,  because  the 
doctor  told  us  to  be  satisfied. 

3203.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Was  the  bread  good  ? — Yes,  always.  I  do  not 
want  to  make  any  complaint  about  the  food,  I  only  want  to  go  home.  My 
heart  is  very  sore,  as  I  have  a  wife  and  children  and  want  to  see  them, 

3204.  Chairman.]  Are  your  children  very  young  ? — The  youngest  is  four 
years  old  and  the  oldest  fourteen,  they  qannot  work  for  themselves. 

•    3205.  Dr.  Edington.]  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  about  the  island  ? 
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—The  food  and  the  sleeping  are  good,  but  I  want  to  go  home.  We  are  the  Caspar  Lvudeboom. 
unhappiest  people  in  the  world.  I'eb-  20th,  1894. 

320G.  If  you  were  on  the  mainland,  would  you  consent  to  be  isolated? 
— I  only  know  I  want  to  go  home. 

3207.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  not  you  think  it  is  a  bad  thing  for  lepers  to 
mix  with  healthy  people  ? — I  was  for  six  years  in  the  same  house  with  my 
wife  and  not  one  of  the  family  was  infected.  I  have  got  12  sisters  and 
brothers.    I  am  the  eldest  and  the  only  one  who  has  got  the  complaint. 

3208.  Br.  IloJJiium.]  Do  not  you  consider  the  island  a  good  place? — 
Ko,  I  consider  it  is  unhealthy.  Six  years  ago  I  was  able  to  do  a  great  deal 
of  work,  but  I  cannot  now. 

Andries  Rudolph  examined. 

3209.  Chairman.']  Are  you  also  a  representative  of  No.  1  Ward?— Yes.    ^"^^rus Rudolph. 

3210.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  island? — One  year  and  three 
months. 

32  J 1 .  Where  do  you  come  from  ? — From  Durban  Eoad. 

3212.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make? — My  only  complaint  is  that 
I  long  to  go  home. 

32 1  3.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is  not  the  island  healthy  ? — It  is  not  that ;  I  want 
to  go  to  my  family. 

3214.  Is  the  food  good? — Yes,  but  it  is  not  the  kind  of  food  I  like.  I 
like  my  own  sort  of  food.  Sometimes  I  get  money  by  working  in  the  wards 
and  cook  my  own  food. 

3216.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  row  that  took  place  lately  ? — Yes 
I  was  present.  We  sent  word  by  Mr.  Fitch  that  the  meat  was  not  good,  and; 
Mr.  Fitch  came  back  and  told  us  the  doctor  said  we  must  eat  it  as  it  was  good. 
The  meat  was  altogether  uneatable.  We  then  went  up  in  a  body  to  complain. 
The  bread  is  good,  but  not  the  tea  and.  coffee. 

3216.  Was  any  one  locked  up  after  the  row? — Yes;  three  men  were 
taken  before  the  magistrate,  but  they  were  only  kept  for  a  few  minutes  till  they 
were  quiet. 

3217.  Were  the  policemen  armed? — Yes;  and  they  said  that  if  we  did. 
not  go  home  they  would  shoot  us.    One  of  the  policemen  pulled  his  revolver 
out.    I  was  close  to  him. 

3218.  How  many  men  were  there  from  the  wards? — A  good  many; 
about  60  of  us  altogether. 

3219.  Had  you  sticks  ? — Only  i\vo  of  the  men  who  were  lame  and  could 
not  walk  without  sticks.  We  did  not  threaten,  but  there  were  two  men  who 
spoke  more  than  the  rest. 

3220.  Who  were  the  men  who  spoke  more  than  the  rest  ? — Fritz  and 
Arendse  from  No.  5  Ward. 

3221.  Was  the  meat  bad  only  once? — No;  in  hot  weather  it  has  been 
bad  several  times. 

3222.  Is  it  bad  in  the  winter  ? — ^No,  never. 

3223.  When  you  went  to  the  doctor  did  you  go  peacefully  ? — Yes. 

3224.  Do  your  friends  come  to  see  you? — Yes. 

3226.  Is  there  any  difficulty  about  their  coming  ? — It  is  very  difficult  to 
get  a  pass. 

3226.  Do  you  work  in  the  wards  ? — Yes,    I  clean  up  and  so  on,  for 
which  I  receive  fourpence  a  day. 

Gert  Bantjes  examined. 

3227.  Chairman.]  What  ward  do  you  represent  ? — No.  2.  g^h  Bantjes. 

3228.  Where  do  you  come  from? — The  Free  State,  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bloemfontein.    I  was  in  the  hospital  at  Bloemfontein. 
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GcrtBantjes.  3229.  How  long  haYG  jou  been  on  the  island? — About  nine  months, 

fch.  20ft,  i89d.   When  I  Avas  in  the  Free  State  I  suffered  from  the  same  sickness  I  have  got 
now. 

3230.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  about  the  island  ? — I  have 
nothing  to  complain  of  ;  I  only  want  to  go  home. 

3231.  Is  the  food  good  ? — I  do  not  complain  of  the  food, 

3232  Dr.  Hei  'man,~^  Was  there  a  complaint  about  the  meat  lately  ? — 
Yes  ;  there  was  a  row,  but  I  was  not  there.  I  did  not  agree  with  it.  I  went 
part  of  the  way,  and  then  turned  back.  We  did  not  eat  the  meat,  but  there 
was  bread  and  that  was  enough  for  us.    As  a  rule  the  food  is  good. 

3233.  Dr.  II^  fman.~\  Is  it  often  that  there  is  a  complaint  about  the  food  ? 
— ]So;  we  do  not  complain. 

3234.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  did  they  say  about  the  food  ?— That  it 
stank.    When  it  was  brought  in  and  opened,  the  stench  was  very  bad. 

3235.  How  is  the  island  in  the  summer  ? — -In  summer  it  is  very  hot,  and 
.  the  glare  from  the  sand  is  bad  enough  to  destroy  your  eyes. 

3236.  How  is  it  in  winter  ? — In  winter  we  can  get  on  pretty  well ;  it 
is  when  the  hot  weather  comes  that  we  feel  it. 

3237.  How  do  you  amuse  yourselves  ? — We  wander  about  the  island, 
play  a  little  and  sleep. 

3238.  Are  you  allowed  to  do  just  ap,  you  like  ? — Yes. 

3239.  Do  you  get  paid  if  you  do  any  work  ? — Yes. 

3240.  Do  the  men  ever  go  over  to  the  women's  quarters  ? — Yes,  but 
they  never  get  over  the  wall.    They  must  be  back  again  before  sunset. 

3241.  Do  you  get  medicine  regularly  ? — Yes,  if  we  go  to  the  dispensary. 

3242.  Do  you  get  medicine  for  your  special  complaint  ? — Yes. 

3243.  Would  it  not  be  a  good  thing  if  you  had  some  gardening  to  do  ? 
— There  is  no  chance  to  do  gardening  here,  and  there  is  no  one  for  whom  we 
should  make  a  garden.  ^ 

3244.  Supposing  you  were  paid  for  working  in  a  garden  ? — I  do  not^ 
think  we  should  care  for  it. 

3245.  Do  you  speak  for  yourself  or  for  all  in  the  ward  ?  —I  represent 
the  ward.  M 

3246.  Have  you  any  other  complaints  ? — No.  H 

3247.  Did  you  see  the  President  of  the  Free  State  when  he  was  here? 
— Yes.  The  President  said  that  I  could  complain  to  him  if  I  had  anything 
to  say. 

3248.  If  you  could  be  segregated  somewhere  in  the  Free  State  would 
you  be  perfectly  satisfied  ? — Yes. 

Jeary  GclaUe  examined. 

joai-:!  G.'lai-'.  3249,  Chairman.]  Do  you  also  represent  ISFo  2  Ward  ? — Yes. 

3250.  Where  do  you  come  from  ? — From  the  Free  State ;  I  live 
Wepener. 

3251.  How  long  have  you  been  here  ? — Less  than  three  years. 

3252.  Did  you  come  here  direct  ? — Yes. 

3253.  You  heard  what  the  last  witness  stated  ;  do  you  agree  with  him  ?^ 
— Yes,  I  agree  with  all  he  said. 

3254.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  ?^ — ^Ouly  that  I  want  to 
home, 

3255.  Dr.  Herman r\  Do  you  get  a  bath?— Yes,  about  twice  a  week; 
there  is  plenty  of  water. 

3256.  If  you  could  be  segregated  in  some  place  in  the  Free  State  would' 
you  like  it  ?  — Yes,  I  should  be  quite  satisfied  :  1  should  be  close  to  my  friends, 
I  am  so  far  from  my  people  here. 
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Albert  Frieslar  examined.  AibcveFviPshr. 

3257.  Cliaivman:]  What  ward  do  you  represent  ?— No.  5.  2^*'^' 

3258.  Where  do  you  come  from  ? — I  am  an  Africander  and  was  born  at 
Simon's  Town. 

3259.  How  long  have  you  been  here  ? — 18  months. 

3260.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  : — The  only  thing  is  that  I 
should  like  to  leave  the  island. 

3261.  Do  you  complain  of  the  food? — It  is  badly  cooked. 

3262.  Do  you  get  enough  ? — Yes.    The  coffee  and  tea  are  bad. 

3263.  Do  you  get  any  butter  or  fat  ? — No,  dry  bread,  and  no  cheese. 

It  is  not  my  usual  food.    If  I  were  at  home  I  should  get  very  different  food. 

3264.  How  long  have  you  been  ill  ? — It  is  26  years  since  my  hands  were 
crooked.    I  used  to  sell  fruit. 

3265.  Have  you  any  other  complaints  to  make  ? — I  cannot  say  that  I 
have  any.  The  only  thing  is  I  want  to  go  home.  I  am  satisfied  with  every 
thing  else. 

Petrus  Booy  examined. 

3266.  Dr.  Ho f man.']  Where  did  you  live  ? — At  Piquetberg,  PetrmBooy 
3267  How  long  have  you  been  here? — Just  15  months. 

3268.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  ? — Yes,  I  want  to  get  free. 

3269.  Have  you  any  complaint  to  make  about  the  food  ? — Yes ;  it  is 
not  properly  cooked.  Last  week  we  got  meat  that  was  not  fit  to  eat  as  it 
stank.    The  tea  and  coffee  also  are  bad. 

3270.  What  happened  when  you  complained  about  the  meat?— We 
went  over  in  a  body  to  complain.  When  we  got  there,  Dr.  Impey  said  that 
if  anyone  made  any  more  noise  about  the  food  he  would  be  shot,  A  police- 
man had  a  pistol  in  his  hand,  I  stood  close  by  him.  I  had  nothing  in  my 
hand  and  I  made  no  effort  to  do  anything,  I  only  spoke.  The  only  men  who 
had  sticks  were  cripples,  their  feet  were  sore. 

3271.  Were  the  people  quiet? — Yes. 

3272.  Do  you  get  medicine  regularly? — Since  I  have  been  here  I  have 
not  had  a  drop  of  medicine. 

5273.  Are  you  better  than  you  were  when  you  first  came  here? — I  am 
just  the  same. 

3274.  Is  the  island  a  pleasant  place  to  live  on  ? — No,  there  is  not  a  bit  of 
comfort  here. 

3275.  Can  you  wander  about  on  the  island  ?— Yes,  but  that  does  not  do 
us  any  good  if  our  hearts  are  sore.    What  we  want  is  to  go  home. 

3276.  Is  there  anything  that  will  give  you  pleasure  ? — Not  here. 

3277.  Do  you  see  the  doctor  ? — Yes. 

3278.  And  the  clergyman  ?• — Yes ;  the  Eev.  Mr.  Morgan  comes  to  see 

us. 

3279.  Does  he  come  to  read  to  you  ? — He  comes  on  Sunday,  and  those 
who  like  can  go  to  his  church, 

3280.  Have  you  any  amusements  ? — Yes. 

Caspar  Keur  examined. 

3281.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  What  ward  do  you  represent  ? — No  6.  Caspar  Kem-. 

3282.  Where  do  you  come  from  ? — From  Kimberley. 

3283.  How  long  have  you  been  here  ? — A  year  and  eight  months, 

3284.  Where  were  you  born  ? — At  Darling.    I  am  mixed  race.  My 
father  was  an  Africander, 

3285.  Have  you  got  any  complaints  to  make  ? — Our  greatest  com- 
plaint is  that  we  want  to  go  home.  The  food  is  bad  and  the  tea  and 
coffee  are  bad  ;  the  meat  also  is  badly  cooked.  We  complained  to  Mr. 
Fitch  about  the  meat  lately,  as  it  was  bad,  and  then  we  went  and  saw 
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CaRpar^mr.     the  doctoi'.    We  told  him  we  should  not  eat  it,  and  the  doctor  said  that 
Feb.  20th,  1894.    if  we  did  not  stop  talking  he  would  have  us  shot.    The  constables  stood 
opposite  us  with  revolvers.    They  caught  hold  of  one  man  named  Areadse 
and  struggled  with  him,  and  tried  to  take  him  to  prison. 

3286.  Do  you  think  it  right  to  go  in  a  body  to  the  doctor  like 
that  ? — We'  went  quietly  ;  we  did  not  take  sticks  or  anything.  There 
were  about  50,  but  a  number  of  them  were  children.  There  were  only 
two  Kafirs. 

3287.  Are  there  any, other  complaints  you  have  to  make  ?— Our  only 
complaint  is  that  we  want  to  get  home  to  our  wives  and  families ;  that  is  all 
we  long  for. 

Jacob  Gorijemcm  examined. 

Jacob  Gori/eman.  3288.  Dr.  H.o_finan.~\  Do  you  also  represent  Ward  No.  6  ? — Yes. 

3289.  Where  do  you  come  from  ? — From  Burghersdorp. 

3290.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  island  ? — Two  years  and  six  months. 

3291.  Did  you  come  direct  here  ? — Yes. 

3292.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  ? — I  complain  that  I  want  to 
get  home  ;  it  is  the  same  complaint  with  all  of  us. 

329a.  Is  the  food  good?— No. 

3294.  Is  the  meat  bad  or  is  it  only  the  cooking  that  is  bad  ? — All  is  bad, 
nothing  is  good.  There  is  nothing  that  pleases  us  on  the  island ;  we  want  to 
go  to  our  friends.    Further  than  that  I  have  no  coniplaiats. 

3295.  Do  you  agree  with  what  the  last  witness  has  said  ? — 'Yes. 

3296.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  the  row  last  week  ? — No,  I 
was  not  there. 

3297.  Dr.  Herman.']  Are  you  always  well  here  ? — Sometimes  I  feel  well 
and  sometimes  not  so  well. 

3298.  If  you  are  sick  are  you  well  taken  care  of  ? — We  cannot  complain; 
we  can  go  to  the  hospital  and  get  medicine,  but  I  have  had  no  medicine  for 
my  leprosy  since  I  came  here. 

3299.  If  your  friends  wish  to  see  you,  is  there  any  difficulty  about 
their  coming?    I  cannot  say. 

3300.  Were  you  brought  here  by  railway  ? — Yes. 
'  3301.  Were  you  comfortable  on  the  way? — Yes. 

3302.  Would  you  prefer  to  be  on  the  mainland  in  j^our  own  dis- 
trict, so  that  your  friends  could  see  you  ? — Yes. 

D.  J.  du  Plessis  examined. 

I).  J.  (hi  Plessis.  3303.  Chnmnan.']  Do  you  represent  the  non-paying  white  patients  ? 

— Yes.  The  ward  contains  30  patients  and  I  and  another  have  been  elected 
as  a  deputation. 

3304.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  ? — Yes.  I  have  been  here  a 
year  and  three  months.  The  island  is  very  hot  in  the  summer  and  the  wind 
blows  terribly,  and  the  dust  affects  our  eyes.  When  I  came  here  my  eyes 
were  good  ;  but  now  they  are  very  bad.  Sometimes  in  the  evening  it  gets 
very  cold  and  you  have  to  put  on  an  overcoat.  It  is  very  cold  in  the  winter, 
and  oftentimes  very  misty,  so  that  you  can  hardly  see  anything.  I  do  not 
consider  the  island  at  all  healthy. 

3305.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Do  you  suffer  from  a  cough  ? — Yes.  I  get  very 
hoarse.  I  was  much  healthier  at  the  Paarl.  I  was  there  15  years  as  a 
watchmaker  and  afterwards  as  a  wagonmaker.  I  consider  that  I  was  brought 
here  in  a  scandalous  manner.  The  doctor  came  and  said  he  wanted  to  see 
me,  and  afterwards  I  got  a  letter  from  the  Magistrate  saying  I  must  be  re- 
moved to  Eobben  Island. 

3306.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  ? — I  get  no  medicine  at  all 
except  when  I  ask  for  it. 

3307.  Have  any  of  the  other  patients  got  medicine  ? — I  do  not  think  so, 
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except  oil  to  rub  in.    The  food  is  bad.    I  would  sooner  have  the  food  that 

servants  get  at  home.  Feb.  20tii,  i894. 

3308.  What  do  you  get  ? — Eoast  mutton,  potatoes  and  cabbage,  but 
the  cooking  is  not  at  all  good  ;  the  beef  is  not  good,  and  as  for  the  tea  and 
coifee  I  get  my  own  every  week.    I  get  a  bottle  of  wine  every  week, 

3309.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  all  the  patients  get  wine  every  week  ?— Some 
do  when  the  doctor  orders  it  as  a  medical  comfort. 

3310.  Can  your  family  come  to  see  you  ? — My  wife  comes  over 
every  month,  but  it  is  very  hard  for  her  as  she  gets  sea  sick.  My 
youngest  child  is  8  years  old  and  the  eldest  22. 

3311.  Which  doctor  attends  your  ward  ? — Dr.  Todd  did,  but  for  the 
last  two  weeks  Dr.  Impey  has  taken  it  over. 

3312.  Have  you  any  other  complaints? — The  dust  is  very  bad  for 
our  eyes. 

3313.  Do  you  get  a  bath  ? — Yes. 

3314.  Are  you  compelled  to  take  a  bath? — No;  I  prefer  to  wash  in 
my  own  room. 

3315.  Do  visitors  from  the  mainland  come  to  see  you  ? — Yes.  I  do 
not  wish  to  make  complaints,  as  I  hope  eventually  I  shall  be  set  free. 
That  is  my  only  wish. 

3316.  Would  you  be  willing  to  be  segregated  on  the  mainland  ?< — I 
know  one  patient  who  has  been  removed  home,  and  I  would  prefer  segrega- 
tion on  the  mainland  in  an  asylum.  It  would  be  more  satisfactory  and  as 
different  as  night  is  from  day  compared  to  the  island.  I  know  a  man  at 
Klapmuts  who  suffers  from  leprosy  and  another  at  the  Paarl,  and  it  is  not 
just  that  some  persons  should  be  singled  out  and  sent  here  while  others 
suffering  from  the  same  disease  should  remain  at  home. 

3317.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  other  lepers  have 
been  allowed  to  remain  on  the  mainland  ? — J^o. 

P.  van  der  Poel  examined. 

3318.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Are  you  also  a  representative  of  the  non-paying  f.  vaH\der  Poe . 
white  patients  ? — Yes. 

3319.  Do  you  agree  with  what  the  last  witness  has  stated  ? — Yes  :  we 
all  want  to  go  home. 

3320.  Have  you  any  other  complaints  to  make  ? — No  I  would  much 
rather  be  segregated  on  the  mainland. 

3321.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Who  visits  your  ward?— Dr.  Todd  used  to,  but 
Dr.  Impey  has  visited  it  the  last  fortnight. 

3322.  How  often  does  the  doctor  visit  you  ? — Dr.  1  odd  visited  us  every 
day.  ^ 

3323.  How  often  does  Dr.  Impey  come  ? — Three  times  a  week,  all  the 
days  but  boat  days. 

3324.  Does  anybody  inspect  the  food  ? — Yes,  Mr.  Fitch  has  inspected  the 
food  every  day  since  the  1st  of  February ;  we  have  got  our  own  cook  and  he 
does  very  well. 

3325.  Is  the  food  well  cooked  now? — Yes,  much  better. 

3326.  Have  you  any  shelter  when  it  is  hot  and  windy  ? — No  ;  we  are 
forced  to  sit  in  the  wards. 

3327.  How  do  you  pass  the  day  ? — We  can  walk  about  and  sleep. 

3328.  Does  the  clergyman  come  to  visit  you? — Yes. 

3329.  Is  there  any  suggestion  you  can  make  with  a  view  to  improving 
yom-  present  condition  or  add  to  your  happiness  ? — If  we  could  be  on  the 
mainland  in  some  place  we  wouhl  be  happy. 

3330.  Would  you  be  willing  to  go  into  an  asylum  on  the  mainland  ? — 

Yes. 


Johannes  Vmter  examinefl. 

3331.  ChairmanJ]  Are  you  a  non-paying  white  patient  ? — Yes.  I  come 
from  the  Free  State,  I  have  been  here  two  months. 

3332.  Have  you  any  complaints  ? — I  want  to  go  home  and  leave  the 
island.  I  have  no  complaints  to  make.  My  wife  and  children  are  in  want, 
and  I  should  like  to  leave  here  and  go  and  work  for  them.  If  the  President 
would  see  that  my  family  is  maintained,  I  would  be  satisfied. 

Mrs,  S.  Arendse  examined. 

Mrs.;  3333.  Do  you  represent  the  female  patients  ?— Yes,  I  am  a  Malay  and 

s.'-Arendse.      have  ten  children.    I  was  forced  to  leave  them. 

3334.  Ho\^  long  have  you  been  here  ? — Since  August  9th,  1892. 

3335.  Where  do  you  come  from  ? — From  Claremont. 

3336.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  ? — I  do  not  want  to  complain 
about  the  food  or  anything  else,  I  only  want  to  get  back  to  my  children.  I 
thought  when  the  Commission  came,  we  should  be  allowed  to  return  home. 
That  was  what  Dr.  Impey  told  us. 

3337.  Is  the  food  good? — It  is  very  scarce  sometimes  and  there  is  more 
bone  than  meat,  but  I  do  not  care  about  that  if  I  can  only  get  away. 

3338.  Is  the  meat  bad  sometimes? — Yes,  in  summer  very  often  and  in 
winter  too  at  times. 

3339.  Have  you  had  ten  children  since  your  hand  was  bad  ? — Yes,  I  used 
to  live  in  Cape  Town  and  then  I  went  to  Claremont. 

3340.  Dr.  Edington.~\  How  long  has  your  hand  been  bad  ? — Twenty 
years. 

3341.  And  you  have  had  ten  children  since  then  ? — Yes. 

3342.  Where  are  they  ? — At  home. 

3344.  Is  your  husband  living  ? — Yes.  Nothing  has  broken  out  since  I 
have  been  here,  and  I  have  worked  all  the  time. 

3345.  Chairman.']  Are  you  troubled  with  the  heat,  cold  or  wind  ? — The 
sun  is  very  hot,  and  the  dust  troubles  us.    There  is  nothing  comfortable. 

3346.  Isthere  anj^  shelter  from  the  wind  except  in  the  wards  ? — 'No,  we  have 
to  keep  inside  when  the  wind  blows  ;  the  people  get  bad  eyes  on  the  island 
from  the  dust  and  the  glare  of  the  sand.  My  last  baby  was  only  three  months 
old  when  they  took  me  away  from  home.  There  is  no  one  to  look  after  the 
children. 

3347.  Would  you  prefer  being  in  an  asylum  on  the  mainland  ? — Yes. 
It  is  very  hard  for  rae,  I  do  not  know  what  has  become  of  my  children. 
They  have  no  mother  to  look  after  them. 

3348.  Have  you  seen  any  of  your  friends  since  you  have  been  here  ? — 
My  husband  comes  every  week  and  brings  me  food. 

3349.  Have  you  seen  any  of  your  children  ? — Yes,  but  they  tried  to 
stop  the  pass.  One  day  my  husband  came  but  he  could  not  land,  it  was  so 
rough. 

Rachel  examined. 

Rachel.  3349a.  Chairman.']  How  long  have  you  been  here  ? — A  year  and  four 

months. 

3350.  Where  do  you  come  from  ? — Sterkstroom. 

3351.  Do  you  agree  with  what  the  last  witness  has  said  ?—  Yes. 

3352.  Is  the  food  bad  ?— The  meat,  tea,  and  coffee  are  all  bad. 

Sarah  Isaacs  examined. 

Sarah  Isaacs.  3353.  Chairman.]  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  island  ? — A  year  and 

seven  months. 

3354.  Where  were  you  born  ? — In  Cape  Town.  I  came  here  from 
Kimberley, 


Jthamei  Venie)-. 
Feb.  20th,  1894. 
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 ,      ,     ,         ,,^     -.-r  Sarah  Isaacs. 

3355.  Is  the  food  good  ?— No.  _ 
335G.  Do  you  agree  with,  what  the  last  two  witnesses  have  said  ? — Yes.         ^otii,  is^*- 

3357.  Have  you  anything  else  to  complain  about  ? — The  soap  is  very 
bad  that  they  give  us. 

3358.  Do  you  ever  get  anj  medicine  ? — No  ;  since  I  have  been  here  I 
have  never  had  any  medicine. 

3359.  How  often  does  the  doctor  visit  you? — Every  day  Dr.  Todd 
comes- 

3360.  Have  you  had  any  oil  to  rub  in  ?— No. 

3361.  And  no  other  medicine  ? — No. 

3362.  I  suppose  you  could  ask  the  doctor  if  you  wanted  anything, 
could  you  not  ? — Yes ;  it  is  seldom  that  we  see  Dr.  Impey.  Dr.  Todd  is 
very  kind. 

3363.  Do  you  ever  complain  to  any  of  the  visitors  that  come  over  here  ? 
—No. 

3364.  Why  is  that  ? — We  have  been  waiting  for  the  Commission. 

3365.  How  is  the  washing  done  ? — We  have  to  pay  for  our  washing 
if  we  want  it  well  done.  We  do  not  like  to  send  it  for  the  men  to  wash,  it 
is  done  so  badly,  it  comes  back  nearly  as  bad  as  it  went. 

3366.  Have  yoii  a  washing  place  of  your  own? — Yes. 

3367.  Cannot  some  of  the  women  wash?— Yes,  sometimes  I  wash  the 
clothes  myself  and  sometimes  I  give  them  to  a  Kafir  woman  and  pay  her. 

3368.  Do  you  earn  any  money  here  ? — Yes,  sometimes  I  wash  for  the 
patients  and  they  pay  me. 

3369.  Do  you  attend  the  church  ? — No  ;  I  am  a  Malay. 

3370.  Have  your  eyes  got  bad  since  you  have  been  here  ? — Yes  ;  my 
eyes  were  not  so  bad  when  I  came  here  as  they  are  now.  I  have  a  sick 
brother  in  the  male  ward,  and  I  can  only  go  and  see  him  at  certain  times. 

3371.  Have  you  any  other  complaints  to  make? — We  get  very  little 
writing  paper. 

Johanna  Dudley  examined. 

3372.  Ghairman.']  Where  do  you  come  from  ?— Aliwal  North.  ■^"^^'"""^ 

3373.  Do  you  ever  go  out  for  a  walk  on  the  island  ? — Yes,  with  the 
nurse  every  day. 

Rebecca  Marais  examined. 

3374.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  complaint  to  make? — I  was  sent 
here  to  be  treated  as  a  first  class  patient.  My  husband  pays  for  me, 
but  I  only  get  treated  as  an  ordinary  patient.  My  husband  pays  £2  5s. 
a  month.  I  complain  that  I  do  not  get  writing  paper  even,  and  I  get 
no  medical  treatment.    I  have  two  healthy  children. 

3375.  Do  not  visitors  come  here  to  inspect  the  wards? — They  do 
not  ask  for  complaints.  I  ha\e  been  three  months  here  and  have  never 
made  any  complaints  to  the  officials. 

A^ell//  Boss  examined. 

3376.  Where  do  you  come  from? — Georgetown.  ^eUy Ross. 

3377.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  as  to  the  treatment  here  ? 
— I  have  been  here  a  year  and  four  months.  I  have  to  complain  about 
the  washing.  It  is  done  by  the  men  and  is  always  sent  back  dirtier 
than  when  it  went. 

3378.  How  is  the  food? — It  is  very  scanty  ;  the  butter  is  full  of 
flies,  the  eggs  are  mostly  rotten,  you  only  get  a  small  piece  of  meat 
every  24  hours,  and  sometimes  it  is  bad. 

3379.  Do  you  get  enough  to  eat? — No. 

3380.  Who  does  the  cooking  ? — It  is  done  in  the  kitchen.  For  this 
ward  it  is  dnno  by  the  nurse.    JSonietimes  we  got  things  from  the  hands  of 
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brown  people,  when  their  hands  are  full  of  sores.  One  sick  person  has  to 
look  after  another.  We  do  not  get  enough  water.  My  hands  and  feet  are 
gone  and  I  am  comparatively  helpless.  I  have ,  to  stay  here  till  somebody 
assists  me.  The  nurse  is  a  leper  patient.  I  get  no  medicine  except  for  my 
cough. 

Mrs.  M.  Geldenhiiys  examined. 

3381.  Chainnan.']  Where  do  you  come  from  ?— Caledon. 
3352.  How  long  have  you  been  here? — Two  years. 
338-3.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  ? — I  have  the  same  complaints  as 
the  others.    The  nurses_^  do  their  best  to  look  after  the  patients,  but  the  attend- 
ance is  not  as  good  as  it  should  be.    I  get  cough  mixture,  but  no  medicine 
for  the  disease, 

Augusta  Regenshurg  examined. 

A>iyusta itajnisbvry.i        3384.  Chairman?^  Where  do  you  come  from? — Cape  Town. 

■3386.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  ? — The  butter  has  flies  in  it  and 
it  is  rancid,  and  the  coffee  is  not  good.  Sometimes  the  meat  does  not  t)iste 
good  either ;  but  that  is  not  very  often.    It  is  more  often  bad  in  the  summer. 

3386.  Do  you  get  enough? — Every  24  hours  we  only  get  a  small  piece 
of  meat,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  bone  with  it. 

3387.  Could  you  eat  more?- -Yes,  I  could  eat  a  great  deal  more  than  I 

get. 

3388.  Have  you  anyone  to  help  you  when  you  cannot  move  about  ? — I 
can  move.    The  nurse  is  sick,  she  is  a  patient. 

3389.  Is  that  the  only  nurse  for  this  ward  ? — There  is  a  nurse  who  « 
carries  the  water,  an  under  nurse,  and  she  is  a  patient. 

3390.  Therefore  there  is  no  healthy  nurse  in  this  ward  ? — lls'o. 
.H391.  Are  the  nurses  coloured  ? — One  is  European  and  one  is  coloured. 

3392.  Have  you  any  other  complaint  ? — I  should  be  glad  if  we  could  be  \ 
allowed  cheese  occasionally,  and  if  there  could  be  a  little  more  variety  in  the  : 
food. 

3393.  Have  you  any  amusements  ? — I  do  not  care  about  amusements. 
It  is  very  hard  for  me  to  be  separated  from  my  parents.  I  would  like  to  go 
back  to-morrow  if  I  could. 

3394.  Do  you  get  plenty  of  writing  paper  and  so  on  ? — Only  once  a 
week,  we  do  not  get  plenty.  Jk 

3395.  Do  you  ever  see  any  visitors  ? — Yes.  |l( 

3396.  Bo  you  make  complaints  to  them? — No.  ,  - 

Mrs.  Lauhser  examined. 

3397.  Chairman.']  Are  you  a  paying  patient  on  the  island  ? — 'Yes. 

3398.  How  long  have  you  been  here? -Four  months.  I  come  from  the 
Malmesbury  district. 

3399  Have  you  any  complaints  ?■ — Only  that  the  glare  from  the  sand  is 
troublesome,  and  there  is  great  difficulty  about  persons  coming  to  see  me. 
I  do  not  complain  about  the  management,  and  I  am  satisfied  with  the  food, 
it  is  good.    My  friends  are  afraid  of  the  sea  voyage. 

3400.  Have  you  any  children  with  you  ? — Yes,  two.  I  have  seven 
others  at  home.  I  have  the  two  youngest  with  me.  I  have  a  dining  room 
and  two  other  roouls.  My  husband  is  alive,  my  youngest  child  is  not  a 
year  old. 

3401.  Have  you  come  here  voluntarily  ? — Yes,  thinking  the  doctor 
would  make  me  all  right.  I  was  afraid  my  husband  and  children  would 
catch  the  disease,  so  I  consented  to  be  separated  from  them  all. 

3402.  Do  you  find  any  inconvenience  from  being  so  close  to  the  male 
leper  wards  ? — No.  I  am  quite  satisfied  so  long  as  the  present  white  matron 
remains  here. 


Nelhj  Boss. 
Feb.  20th,  1894. 
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3403.  Have  you  any  servant? — It  is  difficult  to  get  any  female  patient 
to  work  even  when  they  are  paid,  they  will  only  come  a  short  time.  I  get 
everything  T  want. 

3404.  Do  you  think  the  other  patients  have  anything  to  complain  of  ? 
—No,  they  complain  sometimes  that  the  food  is  not  very  good,  and  they  wish 


to  go  home. 


Mrs. 
Feb.  20th,  1894. 
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Dr.  Eyre  further  examined.  eoujeEyte. 


3405.  Chairman.~\  What  is  your  definition  of  the  term  heredit  iry ;  is  it 
the  actual  transmission  of  the  disease  to  the  foetus  in  utero  or  predisposition 
merely  ? — Predisposition,  which  would  mean  that  the  subject  was  more  liable 
than  an  average  person  to  take  the  disease  supposing  such  person  were  ex- 
posed to  infection. 

3406.  Dr.  Edington.']  Do  you  believe  at  all  in  the  possibility  of  the 
hereditary  transmission  of  the  disease  from  the  mother  to  the  foetus  ? — I  do 
not  believe  in  that. 

3407.  Chtirmmi7\  Do  you  think  a  child  has  ever  been  born  a  leper  ?- - 
ISTo ;  I  never  heard  of  a  child  being  leprous  at  birth. 

3408.  Dr.  Grcathend.~\  What  is  the  age  of  rhe  youngest  leprous  child 
you  have  known  ? — About  six  years  old  I  think.  I  remember  one  child  on 
Eobben  Island  about  that  age ;  that  is  the  youngest. 

3409.  Do  you  think  the  incubation  period  of  the  disease  is  shorter  than 
six  years? — I  think  it.  is  less  than  six.years,  about  two  or  three  I  should  say. 

3410.  Do  you  believe  the  children  of  leprous  parents  inherit  any  pro- 
clivity to  the  disease  ? — Yes.    I  believe  they  do. 

3411.  Ghairman.]  Have  you  any  records  of  cases  tabulated  from  recent 
observation  which  would  tend  to  strengthen  your  opinion  ? — I  have  drawn 
up  some  family  trees.  I  think  a  very  large  number  of  cases  in  one  family 
would  strengthen  that  idea.  I  have  here  the  family  tree  of  William  Eenz, 
who  was  on  the  island  at  the  time  I  was  there.  I  showed  that  in  my  report 
for  1890.  In  that  case  the  tendency  has  evidently  come  through  the  wife's 
side.    The  wife  had  leprosy  two  years  before  the  husband  had  it. 

3412.  D)'.  Greathedd.^  What  condition  was  the  Eenz  family  living 
under  ? — A  great  many  were  living  together,  and  they  were  very  crowded. 
I  remember  that  that  was  a  special  feature. 

3413.  Chairman.']  Where  were  they  living  ? — In  Malmesbury  I  think. 

3414.  Did  they  come  under  your  notice  at  Eobben  Island  ? — Yes. 

3415.  How  many  of  the  family  were  on  Eobben  Island? — Three; 
Eenz  himself  and  two  children,  one  in  the  female  ward  and  one  in  tlio  male 
ward. 

8416.  What  form  of  leprosy  had  the  wife? — Anaesthetic. 

3417.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  Did  the  husband  have  the  ansesthetic  form  also  ? 
— No,  the  mixed  form. 

3418.  Did  it  come  down  to  the  tubercular  form  in  the  children  ? — 
Some  had  tubercular  and  some  ansesthetic. 

3419.  What  number  in  all  were  aifected  in  this  family  ? — 17.  This 

[G.  10— '94.]  DD 
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^  case  could  be  very  well  traced.    It  occurred  in  tbe  Malmesbury  district, 

George  Eyre.  i  -i,     j       •!  i  -j.  ' 

—  and  tne  family  was  white. 

Feb,  21st,  1894  .  3  4  2  0.  Do  jou  think  the  husband  contracted  the  disease  from  the  wife? 

— It  is  probable  that  he  got  it  some  years  after  the  wife  had  it. 

3421.  Did  thoy  sleep  in  the  same  bed,  use  the  same  food  and  utensils, 
and  so  on  ? — Yes. 

3422.  Might  not  that  to  a  certain  extent  be  a  source  of  error  in  estimat- 
ing that  it  was  due  to  conjugal  intercourse  only? — Yes,  there  is  that  proba- 
bility. Then  there  is  the  case  of  Kootze  Kearns;  the  father,  mother  and  two 
children,  a  son  and  daughter,  all  had  leprosy  iu  the  anfHesthetio  form.  It 
began  in  the  wife,  then  the  daughter  took  it,  then  the  son  and  lastly  the 
husband. 

3423.  Would  these  people  be  living  under  the  same  conditions  as  the 
last  case  ? — Yes. 

3424.  Where  do  they  come  from  ? — I  do  not  remember,  but  it  is 
recorded. 

3425.  Are  any  of  them  on  the  island  now?— That  I  do  not  know;  they 
would  be  there  I  expect,  unless  the)^  are  dead.  Then  there  is  the  family 
tree  of  Carl  Calaghan.  In  this  case  there  were  two  tubercular  and  one 
aneesthetic,  and  the  disease  originated  iu  the  aunt;  then  it  missed  the  ffxther 
and  mother  and  appeared  in  two  nephews, 

3426.  Chaii  'man.j  This  tree  would  not  go  in  support  of  the  heredity  idea 
would  it  ? — In  0,  it  would  go  rather  in  proof  of  transmission  through  family 
proclivity.  Then  there  is  the  family  tree  of  Jan  Koetze,  three  cases  of  aneesthetic 
leprosy  and  one  tubercular.  The  first  case  was  the  mother,  then  it  appeared 
in  the  grandchild,  then  in  the  sister,  and  then  in  the  sister's,  daughter.  This 
is  a  peculiar  case,  there  being  so  many  other  members  of  the  family  not 
affected  at  all. 

3427.  How  many  members  were  not  affected  in  this  family? — 22  cousins 
.  nephews  and  nieces  were  not  affected.    Then  there  is  the  family  tree  of  Jacobus 

Gileon,  another  peculiar  case.  The  disease  first  appeared  in  the  man  who 
was  on  the  island  at  the  time,  and  then  it  spread  back  through  the  rest  of 
the  family  who  were  living  together. 

3428.  Dr.  Edington.']  That  looks  more  like  contagion,  does  it  not  ? — 
Distinctly. 

3429.  What  form  of  leprosy  was  it  ? — Tubercular,  ansesthetic  and  mixed. 
There  were  ten  cases,  five  tdbercular,  two  arsesthetic,  and  three  mixed. 

3430.  Do  not  you  think  the  family  tree  of  Jacobus  Gileon  not  only 
proves  contagion  but  to  a  considerable  extent  opposes  the  idea  of  heredity  ? — 
I  do  not  see  how  it  opposes  the  idea  of  heredity,  but  it  distinctly  proves 
contagion  I  think. 

3431.  Does  it  not  seem  to  upset  all  idea  of  heredity  ?— I  think  in  this 
particular  case  the  way  it  travelled  does  away  with  the  id(\a  of  heredity,  but 
you  cannot  draw  any  inference  generally  from  this  case. 

3432.  Dr.  Great/iead.']  In  the  case  of  the.«e  families  you  have  noted 
down,  did  you  actually  see  the  individuals  or  do  you  only  give  the  histories  ? 
— They  are  only  histories.  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  .of  seeing  the 
individuals.  They  can  all  be  traced  out,  and  many  of  the  persons  are 
doubtless  living  at  the  present  time. 

3433.  Can  you  say  whether  they  had  different  temperaments  ? — I  haA^e 
no  information  as  to  tha{  at  all. 

3434.  Chairman.']  Did  you  rely  upon  the  individual  himself  for  the 
information  ?^ — ^Yes.  A  good  deal  of  corroborative  evidence  was  got  from 
other  patients  on  the  island  who  knew  the  families,  more  especially  in  the 
case  of  the  Malmesbury  families.  I  think  they  were  all  white  people  and 
pretty  well-known,  so.  that  they  could  be  traced  even  at  the  present  time. 
Then  there  is  the  family  tree  of  Louis  Lotterj  which  is  a  very  interesting 
case.    The  grandfather's  father  was  a  Dane  who  came  to  this  country. 
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3436.  Dr.  Ho f man.']  Had  he  leprosy  when  he  came  to  this  country  ? 
—No. 

3436.  Did  he  develope  leprosy  after  he  came  here? — He  never  developed 
leprosy  at  all.  It  first  occurred  in  his  son,  who  had  tubercular  leprosy,  and 
then  it  spread  to  his  wif<^,  also  in  the  tubercular  form,  and  with  regard  to 
the  resulting  family,  out  of  seven  four  had  leprosy,  all  in  the  tubercular 
form.  One  of  them  had  a  son  who  was  on  the  island  at  the  time  I  was 
there,  he  also  bad  the  tubercular  form. 

3437.  Was  there  any  leprosy  in  the  family  of  this  man  when  he  was  in 
Denmark  ? — According  to  what  I  heard  on  the  island  there  was  none.  The 
family,  however,  is  very  well  knovvu  indeed,  and  it  can  be  easily  traced.  It 
started  with  the  uncle  and  one  father's  father  and  mother's  father  became 
affected. 

3438.  Were  they  living  together  ? — They  were  man  and  wife. 

3439.  Do  you  think  that  goes  to  disprove  the  idea  of  contagion  ? — No. 

3440.  You  say  this  was  a  man  living  on  the  island  ? — Yes. 

3441.  Have  you  any  evidence  to  prove  that  the  first  person  who 
got  the  disease  here  got  it  direct  from  someone  else  ? — As  far  as  I 
recollect,  it  was  entirely  unknown  how  the  grandfather  acquired  it.  I  am 
sure  the  whole  history  of  that  family  could  be  easily  ascertained. 

3442.  Dr.  Eclingion]  Among  those  family  trees  you  have  compiled  is 
there  aiiy  particular  one  or  more  than  one  that  in  your  opinion  distinctly 
proves  heredity  as  opposed  to  contagion  ? — No,  not  as  opposed  to  contagion. 

3443.  Is  there  any  tree  proving  heredity  where  contagion  can  entirely 
be  kept  out  of  consideration  ? — No. 

3444.  Chairman?^  Are  you  of  opinion  that  proclivity  to  the  disease  can  be 
lessened  by  any  circumstance,  such  as  being  placed  in  more  favourable  con- 
ditions of  life  ? — I  think  that  the  better  the  general  health  of  the  individual 
is  the  less  the  proclivity  would  be,  and  I  think  you  can  argue  in  that  way 
from  the  experience  of  all  contagious  diseases. 

3445.  Would  you  allow  conjugal  intercourse  between  lepers  ? — No. 

3446.  Have  you  any  evidence  before  you  to  show  that  the  disease  has 
been  spread  through  conjugal  intercourse  ? — T  think  that  the  evidence  points 
very  strongly  that  way, 

3447.  Have  you  any  recorded  cases? — Some  of  the  family  trees  I  have 
referred  to,  and  no  doubt  there  are  several  more  cases  on  the  island  which 
are  recorded, 

3448.  Dr.  Edington.']  Do  you  mean  to  infer  that  in  the  case  of  a  leper 
who  has  cohabited  with  a  healthy  woman,  leprosy  frequently  occurs  on  the 
other  side,  or  vice  versa  ? — Quite  frequently. 

3449.  Have  you  any  family  trees  which  tend  to  show  that  ? — Yes  ;  I 
think  of  all  ways  that  is  the  most  common  in  which  the  disease  is  spread. 

3460.  OJiairman.']  Have  you  any  records  on  the  island  that  would  show 
that  ? — Yes  :  I  remember  distinctly  that  there  are  records. 

3451.  Cases  of  the  devlopment  of  leprosy  through  conjugal  intercourse 
between  a  healthy  man  and  a  diseased  woman,  or  vice  versa  ? — Yes.  I  cannot 
quite  recollect  on  which  side  it  occurred, 

3452.  Dr.  Edington.']  Would  you  interfere  with  conjugual  intercourse 
between  a  leper  and  a  non -leper  ? — In  a  case  where  one  is  a  leper  and  the 
other  not,  I  should  prohibit  conjugal  intercourse  entirely. 

_  3453.  And  where  they  are  both  lepers? — Yes.  I  think  I  should  pro- 
hibit it  on  account  of  the  children  likely  to  be  born :  it  is  best  to  prevent  it. 

3454.  Is  not  there  a  good  deal  of  sterility  among  lepers;  what  is  your 
experience  ? — I  have  no  experience  as  to  that. 

3456.  Have  you  read  the  report  of  the  Indian  Leprosy  Commission? — 
No.  I  think  you  would  find  the  amount  of  sterility  not  so  large  in  this  country 
judging  from  the  tables. 

3466.  Dr.  Qreathead.']  Would  you  allow  women  who  have  passed  the 
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r  .'^'i'         child-beariug  period  to  cohabit  with  their  husbands  if  they  were  both  lepers? 
—  Yes  ;  i  would. 

Feb.  21st,  1894  .  3  4  5  7.  Chairman.]  Do  you  believe  there  is  a  period  of  incubation  in 

leprosy  ? — Yes. 

3468.  Have  you  any  special  reasons  for  that  ? — There  is  in  the  first 
place  the  analogy  in  the  case  of  other  diseases,  and  secondly  the  fact  that  the 
disease  hns  made  its  appearance  so  very  long  after  the  risk  of  contagion  has 
apparently  passed. 

3459.  Have  you  any  instances  on  record  which  would  support  that  view, 
where  there  was  a  distinct  period  of  contagion  followed  by  an  arrest  of  the 
disease  ? — I  think  the  best  record  is  the  case  of  married  couples  where  the 
disease  has  not  appeared  for  some  time  after  they  have  been  married. 

3460.  Do  you  mean  the  case  of  a  healthy  man  married  to  a  leper  women? 
— Yes,  or  vice  versa. 

3461.  Are  there  any  cases  on  record  ? — Yes, 

346?.  The  man  not  knowing  that  the  woman  was  leprous? — Yes. 

3463.  Dr.  EdingtonT]  Can  you  fix  the  moment  of  infection  ? — No. 

3464.  Dr.  HoJj'manP\  Have  you  any  proof  as  to  the  exact  period  of  in- 
cubation ? — No.  Except  that  the  disease  has  appeared  when  there  was  very 
special  exposure  to  contagion  as  in  the  case  of  married  people  ;  the  symptoms 
first  arose  about  two  years  after. 

3465.  Dr.  Fismer.]  Does  the  incubation  period  ever  last  more  than  two 
years  ? — Yes,  I  think  there  is  evidence  to  prove  that  in  some  cases  the 
disease  has  arisen  about  six  months  after  the  first  exposure  to  contagion. 

3466.  Dr.  Herman.~\  In  1889  was  not  there  a  case  discovered  on  Eob 
ben  Inland  supposed  to  be  non-leprous ;  the  individual's  name  was  Le  Roux, 
have  you  any  knowledge  of  that  ? — No. 

3467.  That  man  returned  to  the  island  later  on  as  a  leper ;  would  that 
help  you  to  fix  the  period  of  incubation  ? — I  remember  the  case,  but  not  the 
details. 

3468.  Chairman?]  Do  you  think  the  period  of  incubation  would  vary  in 
different  forms  of  the  disease  ;  would  you  say  that  there  was  a  shorter  period 
in  tubercular  cases  ? — I  do  not  know. 

3469.  Do  you  think  it  is  possible  to  diagnose  the  disease  during  the 
period  of  incubation  in  any  way  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

3470.  It  is  difficult  to  diagnose  the  disease  in  its  early  stages,  is  it  not? 
. — Yes.    I  think  where  the  symptoms  only  consist  of  an  eruption  it  would  be 

difficult. 

3471.  There  might  be  a  class  of  cases  which  you  would  call  doubtful  ? — 

Yes. 

3472.  What  diseases  at  the  early  stage  might  leprosy  be  taken  for 
possibly  ? — It  might  be  taken  for  syphilis. 

3473.  And  any  other  disease  "f* — Eczema. 

3474.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  you  think  that  there  are  long  periods  M^hen  the 
disease  is  perfectly  dormant  and  when  it  may  not  be  recognizable  ? — I  think 
there  are  occasioually.  I  think  the  eruption  rnay  come  out  and  then  dis- 
appear entii'ciy  after  perhaps  a  year,  and  then  it  may  happen  again. 

3475.  Have  you  met  with  any  such  casss  ? — Yes. 

3476.  In  that  interval  it  is  practically  impossible,  is  it  not,  to  be  positive 
about  a  patient  ? — I  think  so. 

34"i7.  Has  that  occurred  in  the  later  stages  also  of  the  disease  in  your 
experience  ? — No,  as  far  as  I  can  remember  only  in  the  earlier  stages,  before 
there  v^'as  any  other  .*symptom  but  the  eruption. 

3478.  Do  you  know  hi  any  cases  where  the  patient  had  no  symptoms 
for  thi  ee  or  four  years  and  then  got  ulceration  ? — I  think  that  has  occurred  in 
my  experience.    I  cannot  say  the  exact  period. 

3479.  Claiirman7\  Would  there  be  any  risk  of  these  doubtful  cases 
spreading  the  disease      I  am  sure  I  cannot  answer  that. 
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;''>480.  Might  there  not  be  some  risk  from  the  scalinsr  of  the  epidermis.  ^ 
although  I  he  disease  was  but  very  slightly  marked  ? — You  would  think  so.  —  ' 

348 J.  How  would  you  deal  with  a  doubtful  case  so  as  to  ascertain  its   Feb.  2i8t,  i894. 
progress,  would  you  trust  solely  to  the  medical  attendant? — I  think  it  would 
be  better  to  keep  the  patient  under  observation  in  a  special  institution  for  a 
certain  period. 

3482.  Dr.  EdingtonJ^  Taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  very  often 
there  is  cunsiderable  difficulty  in  treating  these  cases,   do  not  you  think  in 
doubtful   cases  where  the  matter  was  brought  under   the  notice  of  the 
Colonial  Office,  the  patient  should  be  registered  there,  so  that  the  particulars  ^ 
might  be  traced  subsequently  ;  would  not  that  be  an  advantage  ? — I  think  that 

all  suspected  cases  should  be  kept  under  observation  in  that  way. 

3483.  You  would  be  in  favour  of  some  form  of  registration  ? — Yes  ;  a 
patient  should  never  be  lost  sight  of  if  once  suspected  by  a  competent  medi- 
cal authority. 

3484.  Suppose  a  question  were  raised  20  years  hence,  if  such  a  system 
were  started,  would  it  not  assist  enquiry  ? — Very  much  so. 

3485.  CJiainnan.']  Are  you  acquainted  with   the  present   system  of 
segregation  ? — Yes.  • 

3486.  And  with  the  present  forms  in  use? — Yes. 

3487.  Are  you  yourself  in  favour  of  segregation? — Yes. 

3488.  Would  you  modify  the  present  Act  at  all  or  alter  the  present 
method  adopted  for  segregating  lepers? — I  think  the  medical  examination  of 
patients  should  be  veiw  much  more  thorough. 

3489.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a  form,  such  as  a  clinical  card,  in 
which  the  particulars  should  be  filled  in  and  signed  ? — A  very  good  model 
would  be  the  form  adopted  in  lunacy  cases. 

3490.  In  doubtful  cases  would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a  receiving 
house  for  patiei:ts  ? — I  think  there  ought  to  be  a  special  institution  for  the 
reception  of  all  doubtful  cases. 

3491.  How  would  you  deal  with  them  there  ? — I  would  keep  them  under 
observation  for  a  certain  length  of  time. 

3492.  Within  what  period  of  time  would  you  call  upon  the  officials  to 
report  ? — I  should  think  every  six  months  v/ould  do. 

3493.  Who  would  you  call  upon  to  fill  in  the  final  report  ? — I  think 
there  should  be  a  special  Board,  of  experienced  medical  men  appointed  for  the 
purpose. 

3494.  Would  you  throw  the  onus  upon  them,  and  have  a  probationary 
receiving  house  ? — Yes. 

3495.  Do  you  think  that  such  precautions  would  assist  in  eradicating 
the  disease  ?— Yes. 

3490.  And  would  they  also    sufficiently  safeguard  the  liberty   of  the 
subject  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

3497.  Are  there  any  other  means  besides  segregation  which  might  be 
safely  trusted  to  eradicate  the  disease  ? — No.    I  think  not.  - 

3498.  Would  you  adopt  any  form  of  isolation  at  patients'  own  homes? — 
I  think  that  fur  the  better  class  patients  some  form  of  isolation  at  home 
niigbt  be  adopted,  provided  it  could  be  made  reasonably  safe. 

3499.  Would  you  bi  in  favour  of  isolation  being  carried  out  in  their  own 
homes  under  certain  conditions? — Yes. 

3500.  In  the  case  of  persons  who  had  the  means  to  pay  ? — Yes. 

3501.  Wo\dd  you  take  also  into  consideration  the  degree  of  a  person's 
culture  in  allowing  such  isolation  at  home ;  ignorant  persons  would  not  be  ■ 
likely  to  follow  out  the  regulations  would  they  ? — Just  so. 

3502.  Would  you  have  separation  of  the  sexes  in  the  case  of  isolation 
atliouie? — Yes,  with  the  exception  of  married  couples  who  had  passed  the 
child-bcari:)g  period. 

3503.  Dr.  Uermaii.']   Would  you  isolate  i\i  kinds  of   cases  as  you 
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George  Ei/r/'      suggest,  howevei'  bad  the  patient  might  be  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  would  be  safe 
_  '  '      if  a  patient  was  of  a  certain  social  position  and  was  under  proper  inspection. 
Feb  21st,  1894.  3504.  Irrespective  of  the  kind  of  -case? — Tes,  or  the  amount  of  ulcera- 

tion. 

3505.  Dr.  Hofman.~\  And  at  any  period  of  the  disease  ? — I  think  so. 

3506.  Dr.  Herman.  \  "Would  you  give  special  privileges  to  the  cases  of 
ansesthetic  leprosy  whicli  had  lasted  a  very  long  period  without  there  being 
any  further  evidence  of  the  disease  progressing,  or  would  you  class  them  all 
the  same  and  make  no  distinctions  ? — I  think  that  the  restrictions  need  not 

'*  be  quite  so  stringent  in  the  case  of  those  suffering  from  the  anaesthetic  form 

without  any  ulceration  as  in  the  case  of  those  where  ulceration  is  apparent. 

3507.  From  your  experience  is  there  anything  that  leads  you  to  infer 
that  the  one  class  of  case  is  more  contagious  than  the  other  ? — I  should  think 
that  where  ulceration  exists,  the  risk  of  contagion  is  more  considerable  than 
where  it  does  not. 

3508.  In  the  evidence  which  you  have  accumulated  on  the  island  have 
you  anything  to  prove  that  ? — I  have  no  definite  evidence  to  prove  it,  it  is, 
only  the  impression  I  have  got  from  general  considerations.  I  have  no  certain 
evidence  to  support  it. 

3509.  Were  any  children  born  on  the  island  of  leper  parents  while  you 
were  there  ? — No  ;  none. 

3510.  Have  any  facts  come  to  your  knowledge  as  to  the  development  of 
leprosy  in  the  children  or  relatives  of  those  who  were  in  contact  with  tuber- 
cular or  anesthetic  cases  ? — Yes. 

3511.  Clmirman7\  How  long  were  you  on  Eobben  Island? — About  nine 
months. 

3512.  During  that  time  what  special  duty  was  allotted  to  you  ? — I  had 
complete  control  of  the  male  leper  ward. 

3513.  Had  you  cognizance  of  the  whole  work  on  the  island  while  you 
were  there  ? — Yes. 

3514.  As  regards  the  male  lepers  what  staff  had  you? — One  attendant 

only. 

3515.  How  many  male  lepers  were  there  at  that  time  ? — I  think  ther« 
were  81. 

3516.  Did  the  whole  official  duty  devolve  upon  you  as  medical  office" 
in  regard  to  those  81  lepers  with  only  one  attendant  ? — Yes, 

3517.  Who  did  the  cooking  for  those   lepers? — It  was  done  in 
special  kitchen  attached  to  the  leper  wards. 

3518.  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  in  maintaining  discipline  in  the  ward? 
— None  whatever.  If  there  was  any  trouble  I  used  to  do  one  of  two 
things,  either  cut  off  certain  privileges  or  subject  the  offender  to  solitary 
confinement. 

3519.  Were  there  many  occasions  on  which  you  found  it  necessary  to 
resort  to  that  ? — Yes,  a  good  many. 

3520.  What  was  it  led  to  the  lepers  being  troublesome  ? — Occasionally 
they  would  refuse  to  do  something  which  they  had  been  accustomed  to  do. 

3521.  Had  you  any  power  to  deal  with  obstreperous  cases  where 
patients  transgressed  |;he  rules  ? — No,  but  the  Surgeon  Superintendent  had 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

3522.  Do  yoTi  find  lepers  as  a  rule  very  difficult  to  manage  ? — No. 

3523.  What  was  the  principal  cause  of  complaint;  was  it  the  food? 
No ;  there  were  very  few  complaints  about  the  food. 

3524.  In  cases  where  you  thought  it  nccessarj^  for  a  leper  to  have  a 
bath  and  he  would  not,  do  you  use  any  other  means  beyond  moral  force  or 
persuasion  ? — None  whatever. 

3525.  Was  there  any  difficulty  in  getting  them  to  conform  to  such  rules 
as  the  use  of  the  bath  and  cleanliness  in  the  wards? — No,  I  had  no  difficulty. 

3526.  How  often  were  the  sleeping  w^ards  cleaned  ? — I  think  they  were 
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scrubbed  entirely  once  a  week.  The  lepers  did  the  scrubbing  themselves  on  e,,,fe%re. 
different  days.  — 

3527.  In  the  event  of  a  leper  saying  he  was  too  sick,  would  you  give  it 
to  some  other  leper,  or  had  you  other  means  of  getting  the  work  done  ? — 
No  other  means. 

3628.  Therefore  if  they  declined  to  do  it,  you  would  have  to  wait  for  a 
more  convenient  day  for  scrubbing? — Yes. 

3529.  Had  you  ever  during  the  time  you  were  on  the  island  any  dis- 
turbance in  the  wards  on  anything  like  a  large  scale  ? — 'None  whatever. 

3530.  Do  you  think  the  management  of  lepers  depends  a  good  deal  on 
the  popularity  of  the  medical  attendant  and  the  ward  attendants  ? — The  dis- 
cipline to  a  large  extent  depends  on  the  popularity  of  the  ward  attendant, 
who  comes  immediately  in  contact  with  the  patients. 

3531.  Dr.  Edington.']  What  about  the  medical  official  himself? — I  think 
that  has  much  less  to  do  with  it. 

3532.  Chairman.']  Were  you  satisfied  with  the  general  condition  of  your 
ward  as  regards  cleanliness  ? — Yes,  but  the  nursing  was  certainly  deficient. 

3533.  Did  you  consider  that  you  were  undermanned  ? — Yes,  as  regards 
nursing. 

3534.  Who  did  the  nursing  for  the  lepers  ?— They  did  a  portion  of  it 
themselves  and  the  ward  attendant  used  to  do  a  portion  also. 

3535.  Were  all  the  81  lepers  massed  in  one  large  ward  ? — No,  there 
were  five  I  think. 

3536.  Did  those  wards  have  access  to  each  other  ? — No,  they  did  not. 

3537.  What  power  had  you  at  that  time  to  deal  with  troublesome 
patients  ? — I  had  no  legal  power  whatever  except  the  recommendation  to 
solitary  confinement. 

3538.  Who  was  the  authority  to  carry  that  out  ? — The  Surgeon  Superin- 
tendent. 

3539.  Were  there  cells  set  apart  for  the  purpose  ? — Yes. 

3540.  Was  it  ever  enforced  while  you  were  there  ? — On  one  occasion. 

3541 .  What  was  it  for  ?— A  man  absented  himself  and  slept  oat  several 
nights  in  succession  on  the  island. 

3542.  When  was  that  ?— Sometime  in  !  889  or  1890. 

3543.  Dr.  Edington.]  Was  there  any  constabulary  there  then  ? — Yes;  in 
connection  with  the  convict  establishment. 

3544.  How  many  "constables  were  there  ? — Half-a-dozen,  I  think. 

3545.  Did  they  come  under  the  control  of  the  medical  superintendent  ? 
— Yes,  as  superintendent  of  the  convict  station  :  he  held  that  position  as 
well. 

3546.  Could  they  be  made  use  of  if  occasion  required  ? — Yes. 

3547.  Dr.  Herman.]  What  machinery  existed  on  the  island  for  investi- 
gating complaints  made  by  patients  ? — The  complaints  were  brought  before 
me  and  I  had  the  right  of  decision  in  the  matter. 

3548.  Was  there  a  record  kept  of  complaints,  any  kind  of  book? — I  do 
not  remember  any  such  book. 

3549.  Would  you  recommend  some  such  record  in  a  large  establish- 
ment?— I  would  distinctly. 

3550.  Was  there  a  record  kept  in  your  time-book  to  show  the 
hours  of  attendance  of  the  doctor  and  so  on  ? — I  kept  an  official  diary  in 
which  I  put  down  the  times  of  my  visits.    I  left  it  there  on  the  island. 

3551.  Is  it  kept  up  now? — I  do  not  know. 

3552.  Did  you  enter  only  your  own  visits  ? — Yes. 

3553.  Not  the  visits  of  the  superintendent,  inspectors,  wardsmen,  or 
attendants  ? — No. 

3554.  Do  you  think  that  some  such  regulation  is  necessary  ? — Yes, 
distinctly. 

3555.  Had  you  any  regulations  under  which  you  carried  on  the  estab- 
lishment?— I  drew  up  some  regulations  myfleLf. 
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Gfor^%/rr  3556.  Were  they  drawn  up  by  you  for  youi-  own  use  ? — Yes, 

—  ■  3557.  Were  there   any  regulations  existing  in  connection  with  the 
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know  of  any. 

3558.  Those  regulations  which  you  drew  up  were  only  binding  upon 
yourself  ? — Yes,  and  the  wardsmen  under  my  charge. 

3559.  Were  there  no  regulations  drawn  up  for  the  direction  of  patients, 
and  so  on  ? — I  drew  up  .some  regulations  of  that  nature,  stating  the  meal 
hours,  hours  when  the  dressing  had  to  be  done  in  the  morning,  hours  when 
the  wards}  bad  to  be  swept  and  scrubbed,  bath  hours,  hours  for  making  the 
beds,  and  so  on. 

3560.  Had  the  one  wardsman  in  your  time  to  supervise  all  the  wards 
both  day  and  night  ? — Yes  ;  at  nigbt  the  patients  were  practically  under  no 
supervision  at  all.  Wardsmen  were  appointed  from  the  lepers  themselves, 
who  were  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  their  wards  in  a  general  sort  of  way, 
and  they  received  pay  for  this. 

3561.  Do  you  think  they  were  sufficiently  reliable  ? — I  think  so.  I 
never  found  any  difficulty . 

3582.  Were  all  the  wards  locked  up  at  night,  or  were  th.e  patients  able 
to  get  out  and  roam  about  ? — I  do  not  think  they  were  locked. 

3563.  Did  the  patients  ever  get  out  at  night  ? — T  think  there  was  one 
case,  a  man  had  to  go  out  to  the  w.c. 

3564.  Ghai>'man.~\  What  you  have  been  speaking  about  occurred  in  the 
year  1890,  have  you  reason  to  suppose  the  same  condition  of  things  goes  on  . 
now  ? — I  have  no  knowledge  of  what  goes  on  now.  '4^ 

\  3565.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  How  many  attendants  do  you  think  would  be  a 

proper  number  for  every  100  lepers,  to  do  the  work  properly  ? — I  should  say 
four. 

3566.  Dr.  HermanT]  Do  you  mean  four  trained  attendants  ? — Yes  ;  for 
work  in  connection  with  the  wards.  Three  for  the  day  and  one  for  the  night 
would  be  sufficient  for  each  100  patients. 

3567.  Is  not  the  medical  work  also  very  onerous  and  responsible? — Yes, 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  do- 

3568.  Do  you  think  the  medical  staff  should  also  be  increased  ? — I 
think  so. 

3569.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Is  it  advisable,  do  you  think,  that  the  chief  medical 
superintendent  should  also  be  general  superintendent  on  the  island,  or  should 
his  time  be  devoted  entirely  to  the  medical  aspect  of  the  work?--I  think  it 
would  be  impossible  to  separate  the  administrative  and  medical  functions  of 
the  head  of  the  institution.  The  administrative  head  of  the  island  must  be  a 
medical  man. 

3570.  If  there  was  more  medical  assistance,  might  not  more  work  be 
done  in  the  way  of  post  mortem  examinations  and  so  on  ? — Yes. 

3571.  Chairman.  ]  Why  do  you  consider  that  the  general  superintendent  of 
the  island  should  be  a  medical  man  ? — There  are  so  many  details  connected 
with  the  administration  which  none  but  a  medical  man  could  judge  of  fairly. 

3572.  You  think  it  is  interwoven  with  the  whole  work  of  the  island  in 
every  single  department  ? — I  thmk  so  distinctly. 

3573.  With  reference  to  the  conditions  of  the  island  as  affecting  the 
general  health  of  the  patients,  did  you  consider  it  a  suitable  place  ? — 
I  did. 

3574.  From  your  actual  observation  do  you  think  that  the  lepers  improve 
when  they  come  to  the  island,  and  if  so,  do  you  attribute  it  to  the  diet  or 
the  climate  ? — I  would  not  attribute  it  to  the  climate.  Any  improvement 
I  should  say  would  be  the  result  of  better  hygienic  surroundings. 

3575.  Do  you  see  anything  objectionable  in  the  island  with  regard  to 
climate  or  soil  ?—  No,  nothing. 

3576.  Was  there  much  eye  disease  on  the  island  in  your  time  ? — No : 
except  what  is  associated  with  leprosy. 
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S57I.  Did  you  receive  any  complaints  from  the  patients  as  to  the  glare 
from  the  sand  or  the  unpleasantness  of  the  wind  ? — No,  I  did  not. 

3578.  Did  the  patients  complain  at  all  to  you  of  the  meteorological 
conditions  of  the  island  ? — No,  not  particularly. 

3579.  Did  they  complain  to  you  of  the  cold  ?  — Very  much,  especially 
in  winter,  when  the  northerly  winds  prevailed.  That  was  a  special  point  I 
remember. 

3680.  Dr.  Hodman.']  Do  not  you  think  that  more  might  be  done  in  the 
way  of  tree-planting  on  the  island  ? — I  think  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing 
if  more  could  be  done,  but  I  doubt  very  much  'whether  it  is  possible ;  there 
is  so  little  depth  of  soil. 

3581.  What  more  do  you  think  can  be  done  to  provide  occupation  and 
amusement  for  the  patients  ? — I  do  not  know  what  is  done  at  present,  but  as 
much  as  possible  should  be  done  in  that  way. 

3582.  Dr.  Herman."]  Do  not  the  patients  complain  of  being  confined  all 
day  to  their  wards,owing  to  the  heat  and  the  dust  in  summer  and  the  cold  in 
winter  :  was  that  a  very  great  hardship  in  your  time  ? — Yes  :  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  to  have  some  kind  of  protected  and  covered  yard  where  they  could 
take  exercise. 

3583.  Dr.  Edington.']  In  your  time  the  male  leper  ward  was  in  the  vil- 
lage itself,  was  it  not  ? — Yes. 

3584.  Have  you  seen  the  wards  lately  ? — Yes. 

3585.  Do  you  think  they  are  more  exposed  now  than  they  were 
previously  ? — I  could  not  say,  I  do  not  see  how  they  can  be  worse  than  be- 
fore. They  would  be  the  first  buildings  to  feel  the  force  of  the  north-west 
wind,  which  is  a  cold  wind. 

3586.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Are  not  the  corrugated  iron  buildings  lined  with 
wood  very  hot  ? — They  are  very  hot  in  summer  and  cold  in  winter. 

3587.  Chairman.']  Is  there  any  particular  feature  in  the  climate  of  the 
island  which  you  consider  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  lepers  ? — No.  I 
think  not ;  the  only  difficulty  is  the  cold. 

3588.  Had  you  any  pulmonary  complaints  on  the  island,  attributable 
to  the  climate  ? — No. 

3589.  You  are  aware  that  some  of  the  lepers  come  from  high  parts  of 
the  country,  the  Free  State  for  instance ;  do  you  think  the  climate  of 
the  island  would  be  prejudicial  to  them  ? — I  think  very  likely  for  a  year 
or  two  they  would  feel  it  a  good  deal,  but  they  get  acclimatized  eventually. 

3590.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  On  the  whole  you  do  not  think  it  is  a  bad 
climate  for  lepers  ? — No. 

3591.  Is  the  temperature  fairly  equable?^ — Yes. 

3592.  Are  there  any  very  decided  changes  from  heat  to  cold  and 
vice  versa  ? — No  ;  sudden  changes  are  not  common, 

3593.  Dr.  Greathead.] — Some  of  the  patients  complain  of  a  heavy 
mist  hanging  over  the  island  at  certain  times  of  the  year  ;  is  that  so  ? 
— Yes,  that  does  occur,  but  it  is  not  at  all  frequent. 

3594.  Does  it  last  for  a  week  at  a  time? — No;  I  do  not  think  it 
happens  more  than  once  in  two  months  or  so, 

3595.  As  to  the  situation  of  the  wards,  do  you  think  they  are  in 
the  most  favourable  position  on  the  island  ? — As  far  as  I  can  recollect 
they  are. 

3596.  Do  you  think  they  are  too  near  the  sea  ? — No. 

3597.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Is  the  water  supply  sufficient  for  all  purposes? — 
That  1  do  not  know.  The  population  of  the  island  has  more  than  doubled 
itself  since  I  was  there. 

3598.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make  for  sheltering 
the  unfortunate  patients  on  windy  days  :  would  yon  recommend  that  some 
kind  of  shed  be  put  up? — Verandahs,  I  think,  would  anriwer  the  purpose  and 
afford  them  a  place  for  walking  about  in. 
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Gto^eEyre.  3599.  Chairman.']  During  the  time  you  were  on  the  island  were  the 

—  female  lepers] segregated  from  the  males? — Yes,  there  were  entirely  distinct 

Feb.  2i8t,  1894.   institutions,  and  the  area  where  they  were  allowed  to  roam  about  was  separate. 

3600.  Do  you  know  how^t  is  carried  on  now  ? — No. 

3601.  Have  you  any  evidence  before  you  to  show  that  at  that  time  the 
female  lepers  were  more  troublesome  than  the  males? — Yes,  I  believe  they  were. 

3602.  Do  you  know  if  there  were  any  disturbances  ? — Yes.  I  remember 
one  distinctly. 

3603.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  visitors  have  free  access  to  the  island  on 
certain  days,  so  that  segregation  is  not  practically  carried  out,  is  it  ? — No. 

3604.  Are  visitors  allowed  to  see  the  patients  in  different  parts  of  the 
island  ? — In  my  time  that  was  not  allowed,  visitors  had  to  see  their  friends  in 
the  wards  and  nowhere  else. 

3605.  Do  you  know  what  system  prevails  now  ? — No. 

3606.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make  with  regard  to 
dividing  the  lepers  ;  is  it  a  good  plan  and  safe  to  allow  so  many  lepers  to  be 
associated  together  ;  suppose  there  was  any  serious  excitement  or  disturbance  ? 
-^I  think  there  would  be  a  distinct  risk  in  the  case  of  any  excitement  if  the 
number  of  patients  became  very  large,  and  unless  a  sufficient  force  of  officials 
was  kept  there  to  prevent  any  disturbance. 

3607.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Do  you  think  it  is  at  all  likely  that  by  bringing 
together  different  forms  of  leprosy,  a  person  infected  with  one  form  may  get 
another  form  ? — No  ;  I  do  not  think  that  is  at  all  likely. 

3608.  Is  it  at  all  likely  that  leprosy  may  be  intensified  by  having  a  large 
number  of  lepers  brought  together  in  one  spot,  in  other  words,  that  the  bacillus 
may  be  multiplied  to  a  greater  extent  than  would  be  the  case  if  the  lepers 
were  scattered^about  over  a  large  area  ? — I  do  not  think  that  can  make  any 
difference.     I  think  the  severe  cases  should  be  separated  from  those  less 

V  severe.  It  would  be  much  pleasanter,  for  instance,  for  those  suffering  from 
ulcerations  to  be  placed  together  in  the  same  ward,  more  in  the  nature  of  a 
hospital  ward,  with  a  larger  amount  of  nursing,  unless  they  have  sores  or  are 
acutely  ill. 

3609.  Chairman^  Can  you  suggest  any  further  means  for  ameliorating 
the  condition  of  the  lepers  on  Kobben  Island  except  those  you  have  referred 
to  ? — I  will  send  in>  memorandum. 

3610.  Dr  Herman.]  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  leprosy  in  the 
Free  State  ?—  I  have  seen  a  good  many  lepers  there. 

3611.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  legislation  in  force  there  ? — No 
detailed  knowledge  of  it.  I  have  examined  lepers  for  the  Government  of 
the  Free  State  and  certified  them. 

Dr.  Dr.  P.  E.  Todd  examined. 

p.  M.  Todd. 

3612.  Chairman.']  What  is  your  official  title  ?— Assistant  Medical 
Officer  on  Robben  Island. 

3613.  How  long  have  you  been  there  ? — Since  the  6th  of  January,  1893. 

3614.  What  special  part  of  the  establishment  have  you  had  under  your 
immediate  charge? — Frona  the  5th  of  January,  1893,  until  the  Ist  of  November, 
I  had  sole  medical  charge  of  all  the  male  lepers,  and  from  that  date  Dr. 
Impey  took  charge  of  one  ward  until  February  6th  last,  when  he  took  charge 
of  the  whole  of  the  male  lepers.  I  have  had  medical  charge  of  the  female 
lepers  during  the  whole  period,  with  the  exception  of  from  the  5th  of  May 
until  the  31st  of  May,  1893. 

3615.  You  had  charge  of  all  the  male  lepers  at  first,  had  you  not  ? — Yes ; 
practically  I  had  medical  charge  of  the  whole  leper  establishment  except  one 
ward  till  the  6th  of  February  last. 

3616.  At  any  time  are  you  liable  to  have  your  duties  apportioned  to  you, 
either  the  male  or  female  wards  ?— Yes,  it  appears  so.  Putting  on  one  side  my 
own  feelings  on  this  matter,  this  liability  to  be  shifted  from  one  establishment 
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to  another  is  the  cause  of  considerable  discontent  among  the  patients  ;  it  causes 
numerous  hitches  and^,  complaints  and  destroys  the  very  little  authority  the 
medical  officer  has  in  the  wards  at  any  time  under  the  present  arrangements. 

3617.  Was  there  any  special  reason  for  making  the  alteration  you  have 
referred  to  ? — In  May,  1893,  the  matron  wished  to  resign  from  the  female  lepers, 
and  T)r.  Impey  had  an  idea  that  there  were  many  complaints  and  that  if  he  took 
charge  of  the  ward  for  a  time  he  might  prevail  on  the  matron  to  stay,  but  she 
resigned  and  left  at  the  end  of  the  month  and  then  I  resumed  duty.  Dr.  Impey 
also  took  over  one  of  the  male  leper  wards  for  the  purpose  of  studying  leprosy, 
and  he  kept  that  one  ward  till  February  6th,  when  he  stated  that  the  lepers  had 
certain  complaints,  and  then  he  took  over  the  whole  of  the  male  leper  wards 
from  February  6th  this  year. 

3618.  What  have  you  now  under^your  charge? — The  female  lepers  and 
the  female  lunatics. 

3619.  What  is  the  number  of  female  lepers  ? — 210. 

3620.  What  staff  have  you? — I  have  a  matron  and  an  assistant,  both 
white,  and  non  lepers.  Then  in  each  ward  there  are  two  assistant  nurses  and 
one  nurse  (leper  woman)  to  do  the  dressings,  attend  to  the  cleanliness  of  the 
place,  and  perform  certain  minor  duties,  such  as  bringing  food  and  so  on. 

3621.  Are  you  dependent  on  that  staff  for  the  discipline  of  the  ward  ? — 

Yes. 

3622.  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  work  with  such  a 
small  staff  ? — Yes ;  it  is  not  sufficient ;  I  speak  of  the  white  attendants. 

3623.  You  have  two  women  assistants  and  one  medical  officer,  I  under- 
stand ?— Yes.  ♦ 

3624.  Is  one  medical  officer  sufficient  ? — Yes,  for  the  female  lepers. 

3625.  How  many  attendants  do  you  consider  there  should  be  for  every  100 
patients  ? — It  would  entirely  depend  on  the  amount  of  discipline  maintained. 

3626.  Do  you  regard  the  present  conditions  favourable  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  discipline  ? — No,  it  is  very  difficult  to  enforce  discipline  with  only  two 
attendants. 

3627.  How  are  the  wards  cleansed  ? — They  are  scrubbed  by  the  male 
convicts. 

3628.  Are  they  scrubbed  on  stated  days  and  at  stated  hours  ? — Yes. 

3629.  As  regards  the  other  details,  such  as  dressing  the  patients'  wounds, 
who  does  that  ? — The  dressing  is  done  by  the  leper  women  engaged  as  nurses 
and  nurs.es'  assistants. 

3630.  In  the  event  of  the  female  lepers  declining  to  do  the  work,  how  do 
you  manage  ;  are  not  you  often  put  to  some  inconvenience  ? — They  never  have 
declined.  By  tact  and  treating  them  kindly  they  have  been  managed  :  that 
is  the  only  way  to  manage  either  male  or  female  lepers. 

3631.  You  depend  then  to  a  great  extent  entirely  upon  moral  manage- 
ment ? — Yes. 

3632.  Have  you  at  present  any  special  set  of  rules  or  regulations  that 
govern  the  management  of  the  patients  in  their  wards  ? — No,  there  are  no 
rules  or  regulations  drawn  up  and  approved,  except  such  as  are  enforced  by 
the  medical  officers  in  charge  at  the  time. 

3633.  Is  there  any  Act  governing  the  administration  of  the  island  ? — Not 
^to  my  knowledge. 

3634.  How  do  you  deal  with  troublesome  cases  ? — They  must  be  dealt 
with  under  the  ordinary  Police  Offences  Act. 

3635.  Have  you  any  system  of  books  in  connection  with  the  ward 
recording  the  hours  of  the  visits  of  the  medical  attendants  ? — No.  The  pre- 
scription book  would  show  when  the  establishments  were  visited,  and  there  is  a 
night  attendance  book  signed  by  the  medical  officer  when  he  visits  the  wards, 
besides  my  own  official  journal  showing  the  hours  I  was  at  the  wards. 

3336.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  Is  there  any  instruction  to  the  medical  officers 
with  regard  to  the  frequency  of  their  visits  ? — No.    There  is  a  book  of  rules 
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p  b\oM  institution,  which  lays  down  that  the  medical  officer  is  to  visit  his 

—  patients  at  least  once  a  day  and  oftener  if  necessary.    I  do  not  know  that 

Feb.  2i8t,  1894.    ^.j^'g  j-gj.      T:xi\st^  has  evCT  been  approved  by  the  Government.    They  are 
certainly  not  carried  out,  and  are  practically  obsolete, 

3637.  Is  there  any  special  evening  visit  entered? — No. 

3638.  You  mentioned  that  the  scrubbing  was  done  by  the  male  convicts ; 
who  superintends  them? — One  of  the  constables. 

3639.  Is  he  able  to  keep  an  eye  on  all  the  different  wards  ? — They  only 
scrub  one  ward  at  a  time. 

3640.  How  often  are  the  wards  scrubbed? — Once  a  week  every  ward  is 
scrubbed,  that  is  the  female  wards. 

'-■  641.  Dr.  Hoffma7i.~\  How  often  do  the  patients  get  clean  sheets  and 
bedding  ?  — Once  a  week. 

3642.  Dr,  Herman.']  Are  the  female  lepers  in  a  large  compound? 
—Yes. 

36/13.  What  is  the  size,  more  or  less? — I  cannot  say  exactly,  about  4^ 
acres  roughly  speaking. 

3644.  How  many  wards  are  theie  in  the  compound  ? — Eight  at  preseat. 

3645.  How  many  patients  are  there  altogether? — 210. 

3646.  Is  that  including  the  outside  paying  patients  ? — Yes. 

3647.  You  are  not  including  all  the  inhabitants? — No,  they  are  all 
patients. 

3648.  How  many  healthy  inmates  are  there  ? — The  matron  and  the 
assistant  mairon. 

3649.  Are  there  any  healthy  children? — Yes,  there  are  13  healthly 
children ;  Mrs.  L  *  *  *  has  two  children ;  one  is  a  suspicious  case,  but 
it  is  included  in  the  13. 

3650.  Altogether  how  many  inmates  are  there  ? — 223. 

3651.  How  many  kitchens  are  the  e? — One  general  kitchen  and  one 
kitchen  for  whites. 

3652.  Has  each  ward  a  separate  kitchen? — No,  the  white  ward  has  a 
separate  kitchen. 

3653.  Is  there  any  cooking  going  on  in  the  coloured  kitchen  for  white 
patients  ? — The  white  ward  has  a  separate  kitchen  and  there  is  one  for  all 
the  other  wards. 

3654.  And  one  lavatory  and  bathroom  ? — Yes. 

3655.  Is  the  same  bath  accommodation  provided  for  both  coloured  and 
white  patients  ? —  Yes,  there  is  a  zinc  bath  for  every  patient  in  the  wards. 

3656.  Is  there  hot  and  cold  water  laid  on  ?— Yes. 

;3657.  Is  the  washing  of  the  female  patients'  clothes  carried  out  in  the 
compound  ? — Some  of  the  clothes  are  sent  to  the  steam  laundry  to  be  washed 
by  the  males,  the  rest  are  washed  by  the  females  themselves. 

3658.  There  has  been  a  complaint  that  the  women's  clothes  are  washed 
so  badly  by  the  males;  is  there  any  ground  for  that  ? — Yes,  I  have  seen  the 
things  returned  not  clean. 

3659.  Br.  Edington.']  What  class  of  things  were  sent  to  be  washed  by 
the  males  ? — Formerly  everything  was  sent. 

3660.  What  is  sent  now  ? — Principally  the  bedding.  The  women  ob- 
ject to  send  their  personal  apparel. 

3661.  Have  they  proper  accommodation  for  doing  the  washing  in  their 
own  wards  ? — Yes.  I  recommended  that  a  washing  floor  should  be  made  at 
one  corner,  as  formerly  they  washed  all  over  the  compound;  that  work 
is  just  finished. 

3662.  Dr.  Hoffman."]  Is  there  an  ample  water  supply  for  all  sanitary 
purposes? — No.  The  matron  has  just  been  complaining  very  much  lately 
about  the  supply  of  water  at  the  female  wards,  aod  she  has  been  directed  to 
write  to  the  water  bailiff  direct.  I  cannot  give  you  any  definite  information 
as  to  how  many  days  she  has  been  without  water. 
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3063.  Dr.  Herman.']  How  is  the  water  conveyed ?— In  casks  and  tanks     ^,  E^^Tadd 
from  the  rainwater  tanks ;  the  well  water  is  unfit  for  use.  '  1- 

36G4.  Does  the  drinking  water  come  from  Cape  Town? — Yes,  and  some  ^e^-  ^is*.  ^884. 
of  it  comes  from  the  rainwater  tanks. 

3665.  Chairman.']  With  regard  to  the  washing  of  the  women's  clothes, 
are  all  the  women  capable  of  washing  their  own  clothes  ?— No  ;  but  those 
who  are  not  capable  pay  something. 

3666.  How  do  they  get  the  money  ? — Sometimes  their  friends  give 
them  money.  The  matron  has  also  done  so  at  times  ;  some  of  the  lepers  do  it 
for  nothing,  just  out  of  friendship. 

3667.  1  understand  that  the  system  of  washing  for  the  women  is  defec- 
tive. In  the  first  place  it  is  badly  done  by  the  men  ;  then  sometimes  the 
women  do  it  for  themselves,  and  those  who  have  lost  Iheir  hands  and  cannot 
wash,  have  to  find  the  money  to  get  their  washing  done  ? — Yes.  The  wash- 
ing has  been  badly  done  at  the  male  leper  laundry.  There  is  sufficient  ac- 
commodation to  do  it  if  the  females  would  send  their  things,  but  that  they 
have  objected  to. 

3668.  Dr.  Greathead.']  In  the  case  of  those  who  cannot  pay  and  who 
are  too  ill  to  wash  for  themselves,  how  is  the  washing  done  ? — I  think  they 
have  always  found  others  willing  to  help  them  ;  the  women  help  each  other 
more  than  the  men,  and  there  is  a  much  better  feeling  among  them.  I  do 
not  think  there  has  been  any  complaint  that  they  have  actually  had  to  do 
without  their  clothes  being  washed,  but  no  doubt  women  would  not  care 
about  having  their  things  washed  by  men  ;  it  is  not  a  pleasant  thing. 

3669.  Dr.  Herman.']  Could  not  the  laundry  be  set  apart  on  certain  days 
for  the  women  to  go  and  wash  their  things  ? — I  believe  that  it  takes  the  male 
lepers  all  their  time  to  wash  their  own  clothes.  I  have  never  visited  the 
laundry,  but  I  have  seen  the  men  working  there.  The  women  prefer 
to  wash  their  things  on  a  flat  stone,  and  they  persistently  refuse  to  use  the 
wash-house. 

3670.  You  say  that  you  have  had  a  place  properly  constructed  for 
washing  ? — Yes,  it  was  made  on  my  advice. 

3671.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Some  of  the  women  have  complained  about  not 
having  sufficient  soap ;  they  could  not  wash  their  clothes  satisfactorily;  is 
.that  so  ? — That  is  an  old  complaint,  I  have  heard  it  before.  It  was  referred 
to  the  office,  and  they  said  there  that  the  women  were  getting  an  inordinate 
supply  of  soap,  I  have  myself  no  authority  in  the  matter. 

3672.  Is  a  definite  quantity  of  soap  allowed  to  each  individual? — It 
is  supplied  by  the  chief  clerk.    I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  I  cannot  say 
what  quantity  is  issued.    The  women  have  complained  about  it  and  the  matter 
,,was  brought  before  the  superintendent,  but  to  the  best  of  ray  belief  it  was 
.  considered  to  be  sufficient.    That  complaint  that  they  had  not  sufficient  soap 

was  made  a  year  ago. 

3673.  Do  you  think  that  a  better  arrangement  for  washing  the  clothing 
generally  might  be  made  on  the  island  ? — I  think  the  washing  floor  will  meet 
all  requirements,  and  that  they  are  better  satisfied  than  if  you  built  them  a 
steam  laundry  ;  they  are  not  used  to  it. 

3674.  What  arrangements  are  there  for  drying  the  clothes  ? — There  are 
poles  with  wire  stretched  across. 

3675.  In  the  winter  there  is  a  good  deal  of  rain,  do  they  ever  suffer 
from  not  being  able  to  dry  their  clothes? — I  never  heard  any  complaint  of 
that  nature. 

3676.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Do  you  thiuk  anything  can  be  done  to  make  the 
island  a  more  pleasant  abode  for  the  lepers  in  the  way  of  tree-planting  ? — I 
do  not  think  tree-planting  has  been  a  success  ;  the  soil  is  very  sandy. 

3677.  Are  there  not  some  trees  growing? — Yes,  but  the  wind  interferes 
a  good  deal  with  the  growth  of  trees. 
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r  ^^Todd  3678.  Dr.  Edington.']  Do  the  rabbits  at  all  interfere  with  tree-planting? 

—  — I  cannot  speak  from  experience.    The  trees  that  the  rabbits  are  said  to 

Feb.  2i8t,  1894.    jj^ve  interfered  with  were  all  dead  before  I  went  to  the  island. 

3679.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  The  patients  complain  of  want  of  shelter  from 
the  sun  and  wind  ;  do  you  think  anything  can  be  done  to  remedy  that  ? — 
I  am  afraid  that  tree-planting  will  not  be  a  success,  the  soil  is  very 
sandy. 

3680.  Would  you  propose  anything  else  as  a  shelter  for  the  patients  ? 
■ — The  only  thing  would  be  some  covered  walk. 

3681.  Dr,  Edington.]  Have  you  seen  the  plantations  of  wattles  on  the 
Cape  flats? — Yes. 

3682.  Is  there  any  reason  to  suppose  that  these  could  not  be  got  to 
grow  on  Eobben  Island  ? — -I  do  not  know  the  soil  on  the  flats,  but  I  believe 
there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  water  there. 

3683.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Have  you  wells  on  Eobben  Island  ?- -Yes. 

3684.  Is  it  fresh  water  ? — I  have  analysed  the  water  in  both  the  wells 
several  times  and  it  is  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  From  the  amount  of 
ammonia,  nitrates,  and  chlorides  I  should  imagine  that  there  was  organic 
contamination. 

3685.  Could  not  a  little  more  be  done  for  the  amusement  of  the  lepers; 
they  seem  to  have  no  amusement  whatever  ? — I  have  tried  to  do  what  I 
could.  The  constables  have  given  concerts  and  there  have  been  Kafir  dances, 
but  among  the  men  the  concerts  have  been  a  failure  ;  they  have  not  cared  to 
attend.  Games  have  been  sent  over  by  friends,  but  they  are  soon  broken 
and  last  a  very  short  time.    The  men  do  not  take  much  interest  in  them. 

3686.  Chairman.]  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  social  condition  of  the 
men,  or  does  the  disease  render  them  apathetic  ? — Their  great  desire  is  to  go 
home,  and  they  do  not  seem  to  care  for  anything. 

3687.  Dr.  Herman  '.]  With  regard  to  the  female  wards,  do  you  find  any 
particular  difficulty  in  their  management  on  account  of  the  proximity  of  the 
compound  to  the  male  leper  wards  ? — No.  When  I  was  in  charge  of  the 
male  leper  wards,  the  men  were  allowed  to  visit  their  friends  among  the 
leper  women  once  a  week  in  the  day  room,  under  the  supervision  of  the  ma- 
tron ;  the  matron  was  in  the  ward  the  whole  time,  and  there  was  not  a  single 
complaint.    I  am  unable  to  say  what  regulations  are  in  force  at  present. 

3688.  Would  you  recommend  that  the  female  part  of  the  leper  establish- 
ment should  be  removed  altogether  from  the  male  part  and  taken  to  the 
mainland  ?— I  could  not  recommend  that  alone. 

3689.  Do  you  think  the  present  arrangement  of  the  wards  in  the  com- 
pound is  a  good  one  ? — Some  of  the  wards  are  old,  and  two  of  them  are  low 
and  badly  ventilated.  They  are  the  old  female  leper  wards  that  have  been 
built  on  to  from  time  to  time.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  arrangement 
of  the  wards  ;  that  is  done  by  the  Superintendent ;  he  takes  charge  of  the 
works  department. 

3690.  Would  you  recommend  that  the  plan  of  the  establishment  should 
be  improved  or  altered  in  any  way  ? — I  think  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
alter  the  existing  plan. 

3691.  In  your  opinion  are  the  wards  sufficiently  ventilated? — Not  for 
the  number  of  patients  we  have  there  at  present. 

3692.  What  is  the  amount  of  floor  space  allowed  to  the  different  beds  I 
in  the  various  wards  ? — I  am  unable  to  give  you  the  floor  space  just  now,  but 
I  should  say  that  the  wards  were  certainly  very  much  overcrowded. 

3693.  Do  you  notice  the  atmosphere  at  all  offensive  at  times  ? — Yes, 
particularly  so  in  the  women's  wards  :  the  women  are  less  out  of  their  wards 
than  the  men. 

3694.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  ventilate  the  wards  systema- 
tically by  the  ward  attendant  going  round  to  open  the  windows  ? — Yes, 
frequently. 
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3695.  Is  that  the  only  means  that  you  have  for  ventilation  ? — Yes,  ex 
cept  the  uptakes  through  the  roof,  but  the  principal  ventilation  is  through 
the  windows. 

3696.  Br.  Greafhead?^  Have  you  found  much  difficulty  in  keeping  the 
windows  open  :  do  not  the  patients  object? — The  natives  object  sometimes. 
After  the  matron  has  given  orders  to  have  the  windows  opened,  I  frequently 
go  round  and  find  them  shut. 

3697.  Cannot  you  lock  them  open  in  any  way  ? — That  might  be  done. 

3698.  Dr.  Herman.~\  Would  that  be  possible  with  the  present  ward 
accommodation  ;  many  of  the  beds  are  placed  under  the  windows,  and  the 
patients  might  object  to  have  the  windows  kept  open  for  any  length  of  time, 
might  they  not  ? — Yes  ;  the  windows- should  be  kept  open  when  the  patients 
are  not  in  the  wards.  The  female  patients  are  more  in  the  wards  than  the 
men.  The  men  also  have  the  run  of  the  island,  while  the  women  live  in  a 
small  compound,  and  rarely  leave  their  wards. 

3699.  I  suppose  there  are  some  sick  and  delicate  lepers,  are  there  not  ? 
— Yes,  there  is  no  hospital  attached  to  the  female  ward.  The  matron  visits 
personally  each  sick  case. 

3700.  Who  supervises  the  ward  attendants  at  night  ? — The  last  time 
that  the  matron  visits  the  patients  is  at  about  half-past  nine  or  ten  o'clock. 

3701.  Can  the  matron  visit  two  or  more  patients  if  they  are  sick  in 
difEerent  wards  ? — She  does  her  best, 

3702.  Do  you  think  the  number  of  attendants  needs  to  be  very  much 
increased  ? — Yes  ;  two  can  hardly  do  the  work  in  the  female  wards. 

3703.  How  many  attendants  would  you  recommend  there  should  be  for 
each  ward? — I  would  say  two  more  white  nurses  for  day  work,  and  two 
white  nurses  for  night  work,  four  in  all,  for  all  the  wards.  There  is  one 
night  watchman  in  the  male  ward,  a  healthy  man. 

3704.  Do  you  think  the  present  scanty  number  of  attendants  makes  it 
difficult  to  enforce  discipline  ? — No  ;  the  matron  and  the  nurse  have  managed 
the  patients  with  a  great  deal  of  tact,  and  consequently  there  has  been  no 
breach  of  discipline. 

3705.  Dr.  Edington.']  Have  you  no  hospital  at  the  female  asylum  ? — No. 

3706.  How  do  you  do  in  cases  where  patients  require  more  attention, 
where  there  is  erysipelas  for  instance? — I  have  attempted  to  move  the 
patients  into  a  special  ward,  but  they  simply  refuse  to  be  moved  and  there  is 
nothing  to  force  them. 

3707.  Is  there  only  one  hospital  on  the  island  ? — Yes  :  for  the  lepers, 
that  is  on  the  male  side. 

3708.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  So  that  practically  the  dying  patients  are  mixed 
up  with  those  who  are  comparatively  speaking  well  ? — Yes  ;  they  refuse  to 
be  moved  from  their  friends,  and  there  is  no  means  of  compelling  them  to  go. 

3709.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is  the  occurrence  of  erysipelas  frequent  in  the 
wards  ? — Yes,  in  all  the  wards. 

3710.  Do  you  think  it  is  one  part  of  the  usual  symptoms  of  leprosy,  or 
is  it  due  to  overcrowding  ? — I  believe  it  is  one  of  the  symptoms. 

3711.  You  do  not  think  it  is  due  to  overcrowding? — No. 

3712.  Is  it  likely  to  spread  after  it  has  broken  out  ? — A  little.  It  lasts 
a  certain  time,  and  then  it  dies  out  again. 

3713.  Is  it  not  less  likely  to  occur  in  a  large,  well-ventilated  ward  ?■ — 
I  believe,  whether  it  is  erysipelas  or  simply  one  of  the  symptoms  of  the 
disease,  it  occurs  fairly  frequently  and  would  occur  anywhere.  It  is  a  moot 
point  as  to  whether  it  is  erysipelas. 

3714.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Have  you  epidemics  of  erysipelas  ? — Yes,  some- 
times.   It  is  a  moot  point  if  it  is  erysipelas. 

3715.  Dr.  Herman.]  Has  that  any  connection  with  the  impure  atmo- 
sphere in  the  wards  ? — No  ;  sometimes  it  occurs  in  those  rooms  where  there 
are  fewer  persons. 
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F  E^^Todd  3716.  Ohairman.~\  With  regard  to  cooking,  how  is  that  carried  on  at 

■_  "  ■      present  ? — The  lepers  cook. 
Feb.-_2i8t,  1894.  3717,        they  paid  for  it  ?— Yes. 

■  3718.  Do  they  cook  at  certain  intervals  or  are  they  allowed  to  cook  at 
any  time  during  the  day  ? — At  certain  intervals :  breakfast,  dinner,  and  tea. 

3719.  Are  the  rations  served  out  at  stated  hours  ? — Yes,  by  the  matron. 

3720.  Can  the  patients  cook  for  themselves  at  any  time  or  must  they 
all  take  their  meals  at  stated  times  ? — There  is  a  regular  time,  but  the  patients 
are  continually  cooking  things  for  themselves  outside  in  the  compound. 

3721.  Are  they  allowed  to  do  that  at  any  time  ?— Yes. 

3722.  With  reference  to  the  provisions,  has  there  been  any  difficulty  at 
any  time  with  the  meat ;  does  it  ever  turn  bad? — Yes. 

3723.  In  summer  or  winter  ? — The  beef  ration  has  been  several  times 
reported  as  bad. 

3724.  What  do  you  attribute  that  to,  is  it  due  to  the  quality  of  the 
meat  ?— In  one  case  it  was  diseased  meat. 

3725.  Is  there  any  inspection  of  the  meat  when  it  arrives  on  the  island? 
— Not  to  my  knowledge. 

37i;6.  Is  there  no  inspection  of  the  meat  till  it  is  absolutely  cut  up,  and 
served  out  ? — When  the  meat  arrived  in  the  kitchens,  it  was  my  practice  in 
the  male  wards  to  see  it  before  and  after  it  was  cut  up,  and  I  frequently 
inspected  the  rations. 

3727.  Are  the  rations  inspected,  daily  by  anybody  in  authority,  other 
the  medical  officer  or  the  ward  attendant  ? — They  are  inspected  by  Mr. 
Fitch,  the  superintendent  of  the  lepers,  daily,  and  also  by  the  matron. 

3728.  Have  you  often  found  the  meat  bad  ? — I  should  say  that  within 
the  last  thirteen  months  I  have  reported  six  or  eight  times. 

3729.  Is  that  solely  in  the  female  wards  ? — In  both  the  male  and 
female. 

3730.  With  reference  to  the  landing  of  the  meat  and  so  on,  can  we 
obtain  those  particulars  from  Mr.  Fitch? — The  meat  when  landed  from  the 
steamer  first  goes  to  the  butcher's  shop,  which  is  under  the  supervision  of 
the  chief  clerk,  Mr.  Gower. 

3731.  Are  vegetables  brought  over  to  the  island  in  the  same  manner  ? 
—Yes. 

3732.  Is  there  anything  to  complain  of  in  regard  to  the  vegetables,  so 
far  as  you  know  ? — No,  the  vegetables  have  been  good. 

3733.  What  class  of  vegetables  do  they  get? — Potatoes,  cabbage, 
parsnips,  carrots,  turnips,  beans,  and  peas. 

3734.  Are  they  allowed  any  fruit? — There  is  no  regular  supply  of  fruit. 

3735.  With  reference  to  the  cooking,  is  that  fairly  good  ? — Yes.  1 
have  frequently  inspected  it  two  or  three  times  a  week  in  both  the  male  and 
female  wards,  and  the  cooking  is  of  a  very  fair  standard. 

3736.  Is  it  as  good  a  standard  as  these  people  are  accustomed  to  in  their 
own  homes  ? — Much  better. 

3737.  Is  the  food  supplied  generally,  from  your  observation,  quite  as 
good  as  they  would  be  likely  to  ^get  at  their  own  homes  ? — Quite  as  good. 

3738.  Is  that  supplied  to  the  paying  patients  equally  good  and  plenti- 
ful ? — They  draw  a  different  ration,  but  it  is  quite  as  good. 

3739.  Is  there  a  regular  diet  scale  or  ration-list  for  the  apportionment  of 
the  food  ? — There  is  a  ration-list  showing  the  rations  issued  for  each  day  in 
the  week. 

3740.  Is  there  also  a  full  diet  list  for  each  individual  ? — Yes,  showing 
the  amount  that  each  individual  should  have. 

3741.  Are  the  different  rations  bulked  together  and  cooked  for  each 
ward  separately  ? — Yes. 

3742.  Is  there  a  separate  cook  for  each  ward? — There  are  two  white 
cooks  non-lepers  and  two  leper  assistants  for  the  coloured  male  leper  wards. 
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one  cook  for  the  white  male  leper  wards,  and  for  the  female  leper  wards  three  ^  E^'xodd 
cooks  and  three  kitchen  helpers.  _  ' 

3743.  Is  that  supply  of  cooks  enough  for  the  work  ?— Yes.  ^i***-  is^* 

3744.  Do  they  ever  complain  of  having  too  much  cooking  to  do? — No. 

3745.  From  your  observation  is  the  quality  of  the  tea  and  coffee  good? 
—The  coffee  is  better  than  the  tea.  The  tea  has  not  been  sufhcient  in 
quantity,  it  might  be  a  little  stronger. 

3746.  Do  the  patients  prefer  coffee  ? — Yes,  as  a  rule. 

3747.  Is  the  quality  of  the  sugar  good  ? — Yes,  the  sugar  is  good  from 
what  I  have  seen  in  the  wards. 

3748.  Do  the  patients  get  any  fat  or  butter  ? — They  do  not  get  butter 
unless  it  is  ordered  by  the  medical  officer. 

3749.  Is  there  any  allowance  of  fat  in  the  food  ? — No,  not  specially. 

3750.  Do  you  think  they  get  enough  fat  considering  their  condition  ? — 
The  meat  has  certainly  not  been  fat  lately. 

3751.  Do  you  think  the  supply  of  food  which  each  individual  leper  gets 
in  scarce  in  quantity  or  plentiful  ? — I  consider  that  an  increase  might  be 
made  in  the  quantity  of  meat  allowed.  They  make  no  allowance  for  bone  at 
present.    I  think  2  oz.  of  meat  more  might  bo  allowed. 

3752.  What  do  they  get  now  ? — I  am  not  quite  sure,  but  you  will  find 
it  in  the  scale.  I  have  inspected  the  food  very  frequently,  and  I  think  there 
seems  to  be  an  over  proportion  of  bone. 

3753.  Would  you  suggest  an  increase  of  fat  in  the  diet  ? — Yes,  I  think 
it  would  be  an  improvement. 

3754.  Would  you  suggest  that  in  view  of  the  complaint  they  suffer 
from  ? — Yes.  Fat  would  be  an  improvement  in  the  diet  scale  in  view  of  the 
disease, 

3755.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Is  the  bread  of  good  quality  ? — Yes,  very  good. 

3756.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  the  patients  get  soup  ? — Yes,    The  soup  is 
very  good.    They  get  it  every  day. 

3757.  How  is  the  meat  prepared  ? — Sometimes  it  is  roasted,  sometimes 
it  is  made  into  a  pie,  sometimes  there  is  Irish  stew  or  curry,  and  sometimes 
the  meat  is  boiled. 

3758.  Do  you  think  there  is  sufficient  variety  ? — I  think  so.  If  the 
diet  scale  as  laid  down  is  adhered  to,  there  is  certainly  sufficient  variety. 

3750.  Are  potatoes  ever  used  in  making  the  bread?— I 

do  not  think  so.    The  bread  is  the  best  1  have  ever  tasted.    The  lepers  are 
supplied  with  the  same  kind  of  bread  that  I  receive. 

3760.  Does  it  ever  turn  sour  ? — No,  there  is  new  bread  every  day,  or 
it  is  not  more  than  a  day  old.  It  is  baked  on  the  island  and  served  out  to 
the  officers  of  the  establishment  and  the  patients  alike,  the  patients  get  the 
same  meat,  bread,  and  vegetables  as  we  do. 

3761.  Dr.  Herman.']  You  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  bread  ? — No, 
it  is  most  excellent, 

3762.  Dr  Greathead.']  Do  the  patients  keep  over  any  of  their  food  for 
supper  ? — They  often  do. 

3763.  Where  do  they  keep  it,  have  they  special  cupboards  ? — They  have 
small  lockers  alongside  theii"  beds,  and  they  put  it  in  there.  Thcro  is  also  a 
loom  being  fitted,  I  believe,  with  lockers  all  round,  and  each  individual  will 
have  his  own. 

3764.  Dr.  HcruuM.]  Is  the  food  issued  lu  the  day  ward  '?  —  Yes. 

3765.  It  is  not  brought  into  the  bedrcoiiis  is  it  — No. 

3766.  Are  the  lepers  cleanly  in  their  habits  ? — The  wards  vary  very 
much,  some  wards  are  very  clean  and  others  are  dirty. 

3767.  Is  the  kitchen  kept  clean? — The  male  lepers'  kitchen  is  inside 
ver^  clean,  I  have  asked  several  times  to  have  the  female  lepers'  kitchen 
whitewashed  and  repaired.  At  present  one  of  the  boilers  is  cracked  and  it  leaks 
and  is  useless.  The  place  is  sadly  in  w  aut  air  o  of  whitewash  and  general  repair. 
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3768.  Is  it  owing  to  the  faiiltv  construction  of  the  boiler  or  the  habits 
of  the  cook? — The  boilf-r  is  burnt  through  and  is  quite  usless.  In  the  male 
Avurd  there  are  two  healthy  white  cooks,  and  they  keep  the  place  very  cl(;an. 

3769.  Are  there  any  special  difficulties  to  prevent  the  wards  being 
equally  clean  in  all  instances? — I  have  endeavoured  in  both  the  male  and 
female  wards  to  put  the  dirty  patients  at  one  end  and  the  clean  patients  at 
the  other.    It  is  better  to  have  all  the  dirty  patients  together. 

3770.  Practically,  if  you  had  no  attendants  in  the  female  ward's  and 
you  had  to  rely  upon  the  patiants  to  clean  their  own  wards,  there  would  be 
great  difficulty,  would  there  not  ? — The  convicts  clean  out  the  female  wards. 
Each  ward  is  cleaned  out  once  a  week.  The  matron  goes  round  at  5'30  a.m. 
and  frequently  during  the  day,  and  sees  that  the  wards  are  clean  and  kept 
clean. 

3771.  Are  they  supposed  to  be  kept  clean  by  the  patients  themselves? 
—Yes.. 

3772.  Is  there  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  the  patients  to  do  as 
you  wish  them  ? — Very  rarely,  and  difficulties  are  tided  over  with  kindness 
and  tact. 

3773.  Chairman.^  I  understand  that  the  food  is  of  good  quality  ? — Yes. 

3774.  And  sufficient,  with  the  exception  you  have  mentioned  ? — Yes. 
I  should  like  to  state  that  I  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  adminis- 
trative part  of  the  work  on  the  island  nor  do  I  know  of  it  except  in  the 
absence  of  Dr.  Impey.  I  only  refer  in  ray  answers  to  iny  knowledge,  so 
far  as  it  goes,  of  affairs  and  of  patients  under  my  medical  charge. 

3775.  With  reference  to  the  female  lepers,  are  they  segregated 
sufficiently  in  your  opinion,  do  the  women  ever  get  out  ? — Not  to  my  know- 
ledge. 

3776.  How  are  they  exercised? — The  matron  takes  them  out  for  a 
walk  almost  every  afternoon, 

3777.  And  they  are  under  her  supervision  ? — Yes. 

3778.  Is  there  anything  to  prevent  the  women  getting  out  at  night? — 
There  are  three  constables  on  duty  outside  the  fence,  from  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening  until  six  in  the  morning. 

3779.  What  constables  are  they  ? — They  are  specially  engaged  for  the 
work. 

3780.  Can  the  women  walk  about  in  the  compound  during  the  night  if 
they  wish  ? — Yes. 

3781.  Have  you  known  of  any  cases  where  women  have  been  out  all 
night  ? — No  ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

3782.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  steps  are  taken  to  look  after  the  constables  ; 
are  they  quite  reliable  ? — They  are  not  under  my  supervision.  I  do  not 
know  if  they  are  visited. 

3783.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Have  the  constables  the  key  of  the  gate?— No;  the 
matron  has  the  key. 

3784.  Chairman.]  Is  it  possible  for  the  men  or  women  to  climb  the 
fence  ? — I  could  hardly  say  ;  no  doubt  it  is  possible. 

3785.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  they  ever  done  so  ? — When  I  first  went  to 
the  island,  I  believe  three  men  climbed  over  the  fence  or  got  underneath. 

3786.  Chairman.]  We  have  it  in  (nidcnce  that  the  sexual  instinct  with 
the  female  lepers  increases  ;  is  that  so  from  your  knowledge  ? — I  do  not 
think  so. 

3787.  Have  there  been  any  children  born  in  the  leper  wards  ? —Yes  ; 
since  I  have  been  there  there  have  beon  four  births.  The  women  (.ame  to 
the  island  pregnant. 

3788.  Have  any  children  been  barn  of  leper  women  apart  from  those 
you  speak  of  ? — Not  in  my  time. 

3789.  Have  there  been  any  aboriions  or  miscarriages  ?— No  ;  not  to  ray 
knowledge. 


3790.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suspect  that  there  is  clandestine  inter-  ^  e^'tocm 
course  between  the  males  and  the  females  ? — No.  _  ' 

3791.  Have  there  been  any  complaints  on  the  island  during  the  time 
you  have  been  there,  I  refer  to  the  female  leper  wards  ? — Yes  ;  in  May,  1893, 
two  female  lepers  complained  to  the  Colonal  Ofl&ce  that  I  spoke  roughly  to 
them, 

3792.  Did  that  give  rise  to  any  disturbance  ? — No,  The  le  tter  was 
referred  to  the  island  and  enquiries  were  made,  but  it  was  ascertained  that 
there  was  no  foundation  for  the  statement. 

3793.  Have  there  been  any  disturbances  or  any  friction  among  the 
officials  themselves  ? — When  the  old  matron.  Mrs  Pavel,  left  at  the  end  of 
May  last  rear,  there  was  some  difficulty  in  getting  the  patients  who  worked  to 
continue  to  do  so. 

3794.  For  what  reason  ? — It  seems  that  the  new  matron  was  new  to  the 
work.  She  had  been  engaged  in  the  washing  room  at  the  lunatic  asylum, 
and  was  promoted  from  that  to  be  matron,  and  the  lepers  did  not  know  any- 
thing about  her.  The  friction,  however,  wore  off  in  a  very  short  time,  and  in 
a  day  or  two  things  settled  down. 

3795.  As  regards  the  position  of  the  medical  attendants  at  the  leper 
wards,  do  you  consider  that  you  are  fully  manned  ? — No,  if  existing  conditions 
are  to  be  continued.  All  the  lepers,  however,  do  not  require  medical  attendance, 
only  a  small  percentage  of  them  require  to  be  visited.  I  see  them  all  each 
day,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  only  a  small  number  want  ray  assistance. 

379G,  During  the  time  you  were  in  charge  of  the  male  leper  wards, 
was  there  at  any  time  any  difficulty  in  carrying  on  the  work? — I  never  had 
any  so  long  as  I  worked  alone. 

3797.  Was  there  any  disturbance  between  the  lepers  and  the  atten- 
dants ? — They  have  complained  in  No.  4  pavilion  that  the  attendant  did  not 
see  that  the  rations  were  equuUy  distributed.  I  called  Mr.  ^'itch's  attention 
to  the  matter,  and  I  visited  the  ward  at  meal  times  myself  for  a  short  time. 

3798.  Was  the  attendant  a  white  man  ? — Yes,  not  a  leper. 

3799.  Do  you  consider  that  the  male  leper  wards  are  sufficiently  officered 
both  as  regards  medical  attendants  and  ward  attendants  ? — They  are  better 
officered  as  far  as  attendants  go  than  the  female  leper  wards.  Each  male 
leper  ward  has  a  white  attendant.  I  have  a  list  showing  the  number  of  men 
engaged  as  follows  : — 

Superintendent  of  Lepers — W.  A.  Fitch. 


(List  of  White  Attendants  and  Coloured  WorkeiB). 
Male  Wards. 


Number  of 
Pavilion. 

Name*  of  White  Attendauttt. 

Name;}  and  Duty  of  Coloured  Worker*. 
Lepera. 

Number  of 
Persona 

they 
Oversee. 

No.  1 

Q  .  Mowbray  and  F.  Gibbs 

Ward  Aiisistants,  2. 

46 

Schryn,  D.  Jantjea. 

Scullerpnen,  2. 

C.  August,  B.  Samu«l. 

Dressers,  6. 

A.  Rudolf,  C.  Lawak,  P.  Jaars, 

H.  Qroenburg,  P.  Peters,  A. 

Wymers. 

No.  2 

A.  Nenner 

Ward  Assistants,  4. 

52 

Jerry,  Isaac,  Gert,  Coetiee. 

No.  3 

J.  W.  Dewhurst 

Sanitary  Work. 

22 

Haasch. 

1  Cottage 

W.   Stiaiton,  overs(»es, 

Dresner. 

I 

J.  Moi'kel. 

leper  lunatic. 

1 

m  2 
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Dr. 

r.  E.  Todd. 

Feb.  2l8t,  1894. 


No.  4 

No.  5 

No.  6 

Kitolien 


J.  Gr.  Marsliall,  cook  to 

white  lepers'  ward. 
W.  Hurford. 


E.  Smith. 


W.  Ransdale. 


W.  House,  let  cook  ;  J. 
Marshall,  2nd  cook. 


ScuUeryman, 

Venter. 
Ward  Assistants,  6. 

A.  Pekoli,  Motoli,  Tom,  Manana, 
Barui,  Tank. 

Ward  Assistants,  6. 

Jurgens,   Trikie,    Kafi,  John 
Avontuur,  J onas  Avontuui', 
Outong. 
Ward  Assistants,  6. 

Faro,  Adrian,  Adonis,  Japtha, 
Cloete,  Soloman. 
Vegetable  Boy,  F.  Goliath;  Scullery- 
man,  A.  May. 
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3S0U,  What  is  that  taken  from  ? — From  the  pay  sheet. 

3801,  D/-.  Herman. j  Can  you  supply  similar  particulars  for  the  female 
leper  wards  ? — Yes.  In  the  female  leper  wards  the  nurses,  with  the  exceji- 
tion  of  the  matron  and  her  assistant,  are  lepers. 

Matron  of  Lkpeks — Mrs.  Dill.       Nukse — Mrs.  Wilbon, 


Female  Wards. 


No.  of  Ward. 
I 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Paying  Patient. 


Names  and  Duty  of  Coloured  Leper  Workers. 


Night  nurse,  I.  Carolus. 

Wiirse,  K.  Arendse ;  Assistants,  T.  Kleinbooi,  G. 
Kanifer. 

Nurse,  L.  Paulsen ;  Assistants,  J .  Mei,  M.  Davids. 
Nur^e,  A.  Arendse ;  Assistants,  J.  DietlofE,  J. 

Petersen,  A.  Davids,  S.  Joll}'. 
Nurse,  Eva  Poles ;  Assistants,  I.  Jonas,  A.  Mager- 

man,  B.  liosella,  M.  Scaineck. 
Nurse,  M.  Williams ;    Assistants,  M'shumi,  A. 

Armoed. 

Nurse,  Mrs.  Nagel ;  Assistants,  Eliz.  Apple,  Filda 

Groenhurg. 
Nurse,  R.  Rogers ;  Assistants,  L.  Mentor. 
Attendant,  Annie. 
Gate  Porter,  L.  Jones. 
Cooks,  C.  van  Wyk,  Susan  Williams. 
Cooks'  Assistants,  E.  Maederman,  A.  Da^ids,  J. 

Simpson. 
Sanitary,  J.  van  Wyk. 


Number  in  Ward. 


9  lunatic  lepers 
22 

35 
43 

52 

30 

14 

White  Ward. 
15 

3 


3802.  Where  the  attendants  are  patieuts,  are  they  pretty  strong  and 
able-bodied  ? — Yes,  they  are  chosen  for  that  purpose. 

3803.  Is  it  a  fact  that  in  the  white  female  wards  there  .s  an  attendant 
who  is  sickly  and  not  capable  of  attending  to  her  duties  thoroughly  ? — I 
think  it  is  quite  the  reverse,  she  is  one  of  the  strongest  of  the  lot. 

3804.  She  is  not  at  all  incapacitated  for  the  performance  of  her  duties  ? 
— No,  not  at  alL 
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3805.  Dr.  Greathmd.  j  Have  you  any  idea  what  miraber  of  patients      ^  b^'toM 
could  come  together  ia  case  of  au  uproar  ou  the  island  ;  men  and  women  ? —    -  — 

I  should  say  20U  men  and  100  women.  .    Fob.  2ist,  i894. 

3806.  If  they  used  sticks  or  stones  might  they  become  a  source  of 
danger  to  the  inhabitants  on  the  island  ? — Certainly  they  might,  if  they  were 
so  disposed. 

3807.  Should  not  something  be  done  in  order  to  avoid  any  risk  of  that 
kind  ? — I  think  such  a  risk  might  occur,  but  with  management  and  tact  it  is 
not  likely. 

3808.  Dr.  Dodds.j  Have  they  ever  threatened  you  ? — Never. 

3809.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  they  ever  threatened  Dr.  Impey  ? — Yes,  I 
have  heard  so,  several  times. 

3810.  Did  they  not  threaten  to  burn  down  his  house  ? — I  never  heard 
them  make  that  threat,  but  I  told  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  once  that  I 
believed  they  might  attack  Dr.  Impey  personally. 

3811.  You  think  that  there  is  some  such  danger  '? — Yes. 

3812.  Have  they  threatened  the  matron  or  any  of  the  attendants  in  the 
same  way  ? — Never  to  my  personal  knowledge. 

3813.  The  day  that  the  Commission  visited  the  island  the  matron  was 
assaulted ;  is  that  the  first  time  such  a  thing  has  occurred  ? — Yes.  The 
patients  are  very  fond  of  her;  they  told  me  themselves  that  they  had  always 
obeyed  me,  but  that  that  day  they  would  not,  as  they  believed  that  the  Com- 
mission would  decide  that  day  if  they  could  go  home. 

3814.  Is  there  a  good  feeling  generally  between  the  patients  and  the 
attendants  and  the  staff  generally  ? — Yes.  Very  good  in  both  male  and 
female  wards. 

3815.  Dr.  Edington.']  I  believe  that  during  a  recent  disturbance,  one 
of  the  constables  was  bitten  in  the  arm  by  a  leper  patient ;  is  that  so  ? 
— I  cannot  speak  to  the  fact  as  I  was  not  present.  I  attended  the  eon- 
stable  afterwards  and  he  said  he  had  been  bitteu. 

3816.  Did  you  see  the  bite  ?— Yes. 

3817.  Was  it  anything  serious? — No ;  simply  an  abrasion. 

3818.  Chairman.']  Was  the  bite  through  the  man's  clothes? — No;  it 
was  in  his  hand. 

3819.  Have  you  got  his  name  recorded  ? — Yes,  his  name  was  Dixon. 

3820.  Dr.  Herman,'^  Is  there  any  record  kept  of  complaints  on  the  part 
of  the  patients  to  the  superintendent  ? — I  am  unable  to  answer  that. 

3821.  Is  it  not  within  your  knowledge  ;  you  have  acted  some  time  ? — 
So  far  as  I  am  aware,  there  is  no  such  record. 

3822.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Is  any  book  kept  in  which  daily  occurrences  are 
noted  down  ? — There  is  my  own  journal. 

3823.  Is  that  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  Commission  ? — It  is  an 
official  journal  and  open  to  the  Commission.  It  is  a  record  of  my  daily 
movements,  the  hours  when  I  visit  the  different  wards  and  the  hours  I  am 
engaged  during  the  day. 

3824.  Do  you  note  down  anything  unusual  that  may  occur  during  the 
day  ? — If  anything  unusual  occurred  I  should  note  it  down,  if  it  came  within 
my  own  observation. 

3825.  Are  those  your  instructions? — Yes.    I  have  to  keep  a  journal 
of  my  daily  movements. 

3826.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  you  keep  a  ease  book  ? — I  have  seen  all  the 
patients  that  have  been  on  the  island  for  the  last  thirteen  months,  and 
I  have  taken  some  details  of  all  of  them.  It  is  not  a  full  case  book  in 
the  medical  sense  of  the  term,  but  there  are  facts  about  every  case. 

3827.  Would  it  not  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  patients  and  to  the 
institution  generally  if  each  medical  ofiicer  were  given  more  time  and 
scope  for  clinical  observations  and  scientific  work  ? — I  should  be  very 
glad  if  we  could  have  more  time. 
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3828.  Is  there  a  post  mortem  house  ?— Yes, 

3829.  And  a  mortuary  ? — Yes. 

3830.  Do  you  perform  post  mortem  examinations  ?— I  have  performed 
two  on  lepers  since  I  haye  been  on  the  island. 

3831.  Dr.  Edington.']  Out  of  how  many  deaths  is  that  ? — "122  up  to  date. 

3832.  You  do  not  make  a  post  mortem  examination  in  every  case 
where  a  leper  dies  ? — No,  it  would  be  impossible. 

3833.  Dr.  Greatheacl.~\  Are  the  men  and  women  allowed  to  associate 
much  on  the  island '? — The  men  ar6  allowed  to  go  to  the  outside  of  the 
women's  fence  and  speak  to  them  through  the  fence  between  the  hours 
and  two  and  four  in  the  afternoon.  The  men  are  allowed  to  visit 
the  female  wards  once  a  week  and  the  women  to  visit  the  male  wards 
also  once  a  week, 

3834.  Is  there  any  restriction  as  to  the  number  admitted  at  any  time  ? 
— Yes,  I  have  always  limited  the  number  of  men  to  eighteen.  It  rests 
with  the  medical  officer  to  say  how  many  can  be  admitted. 

3835.  Are  the  femles  allowed  outside  ? — Not  without  they  are  in  charge 
of  the  matron. 

3836.  The  day  the  Commission  visited  the  island,  the  women  broke  out ; 
is  that  an  unusual  occurrence I  have  never  seen  such  a  thing  happen  before. 

3837.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Do  the  female  lepers  go  out  in  charge  of  the  matron 
every  day  ? — Yes  :  almost  every  day. 

3838.  Does  she  have  any  difficulty  with  them  ? — Never. 

.  3839.  They  do  not  go  to  the  male  wards'? — No,  except  as  before  stated; 
they  are  most  obedient.  When  the  Colonial  Secretary  came  over  they  were 
rather  demonstrative.    They  however  only  came  down  to  the  trolley  line. 

3840.  "When  the  Members  of  Parliament  came  over  were  the  lepers 
troublesome  at  all  ? — No  ;  they  only  came  out  in  front  of  the  matron's 
quarters,  not  outside  the  compound,  they  came  out  to  hear  if  they  might 
be  allowed  to  go  home. 

3841.  Dr.  Great/lead.']  When  the  female  patients  go  for  a  walk,  which 
direction  do  they  take '? — They  generally  go  to  the  north  end  of  the 
island. 

3842.  The  men  can  come  up  to  the  wire  fence,  can  they  not  ? — Yes. 

3843.  Have  you  ever  known  of  the  male  lepers  molesting  the  females 
when  they  have  been  out  walking  ? — Never.  The  matron  reports  to  me 
that  they  always  behave  in  an  orderly  manner,  and  from  my  frequent  ob- 
servation, I  do  not  think  there  is  any  trouble. 

3844.  Dr.  Dodds.]  On  visiting  days  is  there  any  difficulty? — The 
matron  is  supposed  to  be  present  when  the  men  are  there,  and  she  has  insti'uc- 
tions  not  to  allow  the  men  to  go  into  the  wards  except  with  a  special  pass. 
The  matrou  is  supposed  to  be  present  in  the  day  room  all  the  time  the  men 
are  there.  If  the  number  of  men  is  larger  or  if  many  are  permitted  to  go 
into  the  wards  it  is  impossible  to  supervise  them. 

3845.  Dr.  Edington.']  Who  issues  the  passes  ? — The  medical  officer  in 
charge  at  the  male  wards.  * 

38 1 6.  Dr.  IIerman.~]  Do  all  the  men  go  into  the  day  room  when  they 
visit  the  females  ?— Yes,  except  those  specially  allowed  in  the  wards. 

3847.  Dr.  Edington.']  After  dark,  what  power  is  there  to  prevent  the 
women  getting  out  ?~There  are  three  constables  patrolling  outside  the  com- 
pound from  six  o'clock  at  night  until  six  the  next  morning, 

3848.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Could  the  men  sleep  out  at  night  if  they  chose  ? 
— -The  wards  are  visited  by  Mr.  Fitch  about  nine  o'clock  and  at  uncertain 
times,  also  by  the  night  watchman,  and  if  any  men  are  out,  they  endeavour 
to  g3t  them  in.    I  have  never  heard  of  any  man  being  out  at  night. 

3849.  Are  the  male  lepers  looked  in  ? — No. 

3850.  Then  after  nine  o'clock  they  might  get  up  and  go  out,  might  they 
not? — Certainly. 
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3851.  Without  aiiyone's  knowledge  ?— There  is  a  night  watchman,  who     p_  e.  TcM. 

goes  his  rounds,  and  if  lie  sees  anybody  out  he  enters  it  in  the  night  report 

book,  which  is  submitted  to  the  visiting  medical  ofhcer  next  morning.  'e  -  -  e , 

8852.  Dr.  E(Un;/hii~\  I  suppose  the  lepers  know  there  is  only  one  man 
they  could  easily  dodge  him,  could  they  not '? — Yes.   There  are  also  two  con 
stables  on  night  duty  at  the  wards. 

3853.  Dr.  DocMs.]  Have  the  lepers  ever  been  found  in  the  village  ? — 
No  ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

3854.  Dr.  Merman.']  Is  there  any  temptation  for  them  to  go  into  the 
village? — Not  now.  Formerly  they  had  no  shop  at  the  leper  wards,  and 
there  might  have  been  some  temptation  at  that  time,  but  now  there  is  a 
small  store  where  they  can  purchase  things. 

3855.  Can  they  purchase  wine  or  spirits  ? —No, 

3856.  Or  tobacco  ?— Yes. 

3857.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Would  not  it  be  a  comparatively  easy  thing  for  a 
leper  patient  to  get  into  the  village  and  set  fire  to  any  house  if  he  wished ; 
is  there  any  safeguard  against  that  ? — I  hardly  believe  there  is  any  likelihood 
of  its  occurrence,  but  still  it  would  be  easy  enough  certainly ;  a  man  could 
easily  do  such  a  thing, 

3858.  Are  not  ordinary  hospitals  and  similar  institutions  well  looked  after 
at  night? — If  a  man  had  an  intention  to  do  such  a  thing  it  Avould  be  com- 
paratively easy  to  evade  the  constable. 

3859.  Have  you  ever  had  any  difficulty  in  that  way  ? — Never. 

3860.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  Is  there  a  fence  completely  round  the  female 
leper  ward  ? — Yes. 

8861.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Is  there  any  night  nurse? — No. 

3862.  In  case  a  patient  were  very  ill  or  dying  who  would  look  after 
such  patient  ? — One  of  the  ward  nurses  would  call  the  matron  and  she  would 
go  to  the  patient. 

3863.  Can  the  matron  attend  to  all  such  oases  as  they  ought  to  be 
attended  to  ? — She  does  her  best.  The  death  rate  at  the  female  leper  ward 
has  not  been  very  high  ;  not  so  many  cases  have  occurred  as  would  prevent 
the  matron  looking  after  them. 

3864.  Dr.  Greathead.'\  Is  there  any  infirmary  for  very  bad  cases  ? — 
There  is  a  hospital  at  the  male  asylum,  but  there  is  none  for  the  females. 

3865.  Then  if  a  female  patient  was  dangerously  ill,  would  she  have  to 
lie  in  the  large  ward  with  the  others  all  round  her? — Yes. 

3866.  Are  there  any  screens  used  in  the  case  of  dying  persons? — Yes. 

3867.  Dr.  Dodds.]  How  are  the  dead  bodies  removed  ? — They  are 
removed  at  once  by  women  into  the  mortuary. 

3868.  Dr.  Fisnier.]  In  your  opinion  are  t\^  o  medical  men  sufficient  for 
Eobben  Island  ? — It  depends  upon  the  administrative  and  office  work.  If 
that  is  done  by  a  medical  man  it  becomes  very  difficult. 

3869.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Would  you  propose  that  some  of  the  administrative 
trork  should  not  be  done  by  a  medical  man,  or  that  the  chief  of  the 
establishment  should  not  be  a  medical  man  ?-  -I  do  not  think  that  the 
chief  of  the  establishment  should  be  a  layman, 

j  3870.  But  you  admit  the  insufficiency  of  two  medical  men  to  attend 
to  the  work  ? — Tiicre  is  a  certain  amount  of  work  connected  with  a  large 
establishment  like  that  on  liobbeii  Island  that  is  not  medical  Avork. 

3871.  Ckain/ian.]  You  said  that  there  had  been  122  deaths  and  oulj 
two  post  mortem  examinations ;  wouhl  it  not  be  desirable  to  have  post  mortem 
examinations  in  every  case  ? — I  have  no  doubt  it  would  be  very  desirable. 

3872.  I  suppose  owing  to  the  pressure  of  work  there  is  not  titne  to  do 
more  ? — Just  so. 

3873.  Is  there  time  for  a  medical  man  to  make  a  batsteriologieal  study 
of  the  disease  ? — No. 

387-1.  Would  there  be  ample  opportunities  if  time  was  affordf'd  ? — Yes 
in  some  respects. 
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r  F^Tedd  3876.  Is  there  time  for  studying  the  disease  from  a  pathological  aspect  ? 

— Yes,  to  a  certain  extent. 
Teb. 'jisfc,  1S94.  .S87(t.  Havo  A  Oil  Worked  ut  making  iiny  clMSsification  of  the  cases  and 

recording  their  clinical  history  ? — Yes,  but  I  have  to  do  that  at  iiome  at  night. 

3877.  Would  it  be  an  advantage  to  have  the  assistance  of  a  man  able  to 
devote  himself  to  that  class  of  work  and  so  further  the  study  of  the  disease  ? 
— Yes,  certainly. 

3878.  At  present,  owing  to  the  great  pressure  of  work,  such  study  of  the 
disease  cannot  be  taken  up,  can  it  ? — At  present  the  work  is  too  much  for 
two  medical  men,  if  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  work  is  to  be  taken  according 
to  the  lights  of  modern  medical  investigation  and  embracing  all  points. 

3879.  Di\  Edingtoii.']  Do  you  think  there  should  be  a  post  mortem 
examination  in  every  case  of  death  ? — Yes  ;  if  there  is  time  ;  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage  from  a  medical  point  of  view. 

3881.  I  understand  that  the  reason  why  you  have  had  only  two  post 
mortem  examinations  out  of  122  deaths  is  because  there  has  been  no  time? 
— Yes ;  it  is  impossible. 

3882.  Conseqently  we  may  infer  that  the  medical  staff  on  the  island  is 
too  small? — Yes ;  under  the  present  circumstances  two  medical  men  are  not 
sutRcient. 

3883.  Dr.  Dodds.']  If  there  was  a  careful  clinical  report  of  the  so-called 
self-cured  cases,  would  it  not  be  very  inportant  as  regards  the  possible  dis- 
charge of  patients  afterwards  ?— Yes,  possibly. 

3884.  And  would  not  bacteriological  inyestigations  be  of  importance 
also  ? — Yes,  if  they  could  be  carried  out. 

3885.  And  all  that  it  is  impossible  to  undertake  with  your  present 
staff  ? — Yes,  and  under  present  conditions. 

3886.  Dr.  Herman.]  Is  not  the  strain  of  maintaining  discipline  a  severe 
tax  on  the  medical  superintendent  ? — Yes,  if  as  I  presume  you  refer  to  the 
medical  officer  in  charge  at  the  time  of  the  ;  lepers,  you  have  to  use  a  gtod 
deal  of  tact. 

3887.  Dr.  Ediiif/ton.']  In  cases  where  you  have  to  make  an  examination 
of  a  patient  who  is  not  detained  on  the  island,  is  there  a  careful  clinical  his". 
tory  taken  down  ? — No. 

3888.  Would  not  that  be  advisable  for  future  reference,  a  full  clinical 
report,  something  on  the  lines  of  a  life  insurance  paper  ?-  Certainly.  When 
I  went  to  the  island  I  found  that  cases  had  been  taken  down  in  a  most  erratic 
way. 

3889.  Should  there  be  one  system  adhered  to  ? — Yes  :  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage. 

3390.  Dr.  Dodds.]  In  the  absence  of  one  of  the  medical  officers,  I  pre- 
sume a  great  deal  of  work  devolves  on  the  one  remaining  ? — Yes.  . 

3891.  Dr.  Edington.]  Have  you  attempted  to  do  any  scientific  work  in 
connection  with  leprosy  ? — Yes. 

3892.  Have  you  the  necessary  appai'atus  ? — I  bought  a  microscope  at 
my  own  expense,  and  certain  accessories  costing  <£100. 

3893.  Have  you  done  much  in  tliat  way  ? — No,  for  want  of  time. 

3894.  You  have  expended  money  with  the  object  of  attempting  to  make 
iiivt^'stigafions.  but  Avant  of  time  has  precluded  your  doing  so  ? — ^  Yes.    I  find  , 
that  my  liuic  up  to  8  or  9  o'  clock  at  night  is  frequently  occupied  with  writ- ; 
ing  out  my  notes  taken  during  the  day  in  the  wards  and  with  correspondence  on 
official  mutters. 

3895.  Then  we  may  infer  that  practically  there  has  been  no  scientific 
Work  at  all  m  coaneciion  with  the  disease  — None  as  far  as  1  know  of  on  t!'' 
island. 

3896.  Dr.  Herman.]  Have  you  anything  else  to  tell  the  Commiesion 
with  regard  to  any  feeling  existing  between  the  lepers  and  the  officials  or! 

attendants,  have  outbreaks  been  fairly  frequent  on  the  island  ? — Yes. 
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3897.  Mr.  de  Smidt  went  over  about  a  year  ago;  were  you  there  then  ?-No, 

3898.  I  understand  that  about  a  week  ago  Dr.  Impey  was  hustled,  if 
not  assaulted,  and  treated  with  scant  courtesy  ;  what  was  the  immediate     Feb.  2i6t,  i89i. 
cause  of  that  ? — There  were  two  occasions,  on  the  2nd  inst,  and  on  the  8th  inst. 

I  only  speak  from  hearsay,  but  I  was  told  that  on  the  8th  inst.  the  meat  sent 
down  was  bad  and  Mr.  Fitch,  the  superintendent  returned  it. 

3899.  Dr.  Edington.']  Did  ne  return  it  on  his  own  account  or  because 
the  patients  asked  him  ? — On  his  own  account  I  believe.  The  meat  came 
down  about  7  o  'clock  in  the  morning  and  it  was  returned  by  the  same 
trolly.  Mr,  Fitch  wrote  a  letter  to  the  chief  clerk  to  inform  him  that 
the  meat  was  bad  and  I  believe  that  when  the  letter  got  to  the  office  the 
medical  superintendent  was  not  there.  Mr.  Jones,  the  lay  superintendent, 
was  asked  to  inspect  the  meat,  but  he  was  away  also,  and  so  it  was  not  in- 
spected by  either  Dr.  Impey  or  Mr.  Jones  at  that  time. 

3900.  Chairman.']  Were  they  on  the  island  ? — Yes.  they  were  both  on 
the  island  but  not  at  the  office.  I  believe  Mr.  Jones  was  at  the  convict  sta- 
tion ;  he  is  superintendent  of  convicts.  Afterwards  a  certain  quantity  of 
the  meat  was  cut  off  and  this  was  replaced  by  other  meat  which  was  sent 
back  to  the  wards. 

3901.  Who  cut  it  off? — 1  believe  the  butcher.  The  meat  was  re- 
turned to  the  wards,  and  the  patients  it  would  seem,  saw  that  some  of  it 
was  the  same  and  they  refused  to  accept  it,  so  they  went  up  to  Dr.  Impey's 
house  in  a  body  to  speak  about  it. 

3902.  Were  these  all  male  patients  ? — Yes. 

3903.  Did  they  go  inside  the  village  ? — I  believe  only  one  crossed  the 
boundary  as  far  as  I  can  hear. 

3904.  Dr.  Herman.']  Was  there  a  disturbance  ? — The  patients  spoke,  and 
I  took  down  the  statements  at  the  time  because  I  thought  I  might  be  asked 
about  it.  I  was  told  that  the  constable  on  duty  at  the  boundary  whistled  for 
other  constables  to  come  up  ;  by  this  time  Dr.  Impey  had  come  out  and  he 
asked  them  what  they  wanted.  After  that,  I  really  hardly  know  what 
passed,  there  are  so  many  different  stories,  the  lepers  say  one  thing  and  the 
constables  another,  and  the  statements  are  very  conflicting. 

3905  Were  any  of  the  lepers  arrested  ? — I  believe  three  of  them  were 
arrested. 

3906.  Was  there  anything  like  struggling  or  lighting  going  on  ? — I 
believe  it  took  six  constables  to  carry  off  one  man.  He  bit  a  constable,  so 
the  latter  states. 

3907.  Who  was  the  man  who  bit  the  constable  ? — I  think  it  was  Arend 
Willemse. 

3908.  Did  the  lepers  commit  any  offence  ? — It  would  be  hard  for  me 
to  say  that.  I  was  not  present.  I  believe  the  lepers  wished  to  speak  about 
the  meat. 

3909.  Did  the  constables  draw  their  revolvers  ? — The  lepers  say  so.  I 
have  no  further  evidence.'  One  constable  said  that  he  had  no  sling  for  his 
revolver  and  he  carried  it  in  the  case  in  his  hand. 

3910.  Can  you  give  us  his  name  ? — Campbell,  the  chief  constable. 

3911.  Is  the  meat  inspected  every  day  by  a  responsible  officer? — I 
have  had  frequent  letters  from  Dr.  Impey  since  I  have  been  on  the  island 
directing  me  to  inspect  the  meat  before  and  after  cooking,  and  I  have  visited 
the  kitchen  two  or  three  times  a  week.  1  cannot  say  if  Dr.  Impey  does  it 
now  ;  he  has  charge  of  the  male  lepers. 

3912.  Is  there  any  official  inspection  of  the  meat  before  it  leaves  the 
butchery  ? — I  am  unable  to  say  that.  I  have  seen  it  at  the  kitchen  before  it 
is  cooked,  and  when  it  arrives  at  the  wards. 

3913.  Is  there  any  regular  routine  inspection  every  day  at  the  wards? 
— Mr.  Fitch  the  superintendent  would  inspect  it  every  day,  and  I  ha\e 
fryqu'  ii.tlv  in-;peoted  it  both  in  the  male  and  female  wards. 

[G.  10.~'94.]  :    •  CtG 
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/■  E^Todii  3914.  Dr.  Msmer.j  Is  the  meat  sent  over  to  tlie  island  from  Cape 

—     *     Town  ? — The  beef  is ;  the  sheep  come  to  the  island  alive. 
Feb.  3ut,  1894.         3915^  j)^,  Dodds.']  Have  you  often  been  dissatisfied  with  the  meat  ?— 
Yes  ;  six  or  eight  times  in  thirteen  months  I  have  reported  the  beef  as  being 
bad.    On  one  occasion  it  was  distinctly  diseased. 

3916.  Dr.  Herman.']  Who  is  responsible  for  giving  out  the  rations  and 
supplies  to  the  different  wards  ? — They  would  be  issued  from  the  store  to  the 
different  asylums  by  the  storeman.    The  meat  is  issued  by  the  butcher. 

3917.  How  are  the  rations  issued  to  the  different  wards  and  the 
different  patients  ? — They  are  divided  up  by  weight. 

3918.  Is  anyone  responsible  for  seeing  that  every  person  gets  his 
proper  supply  ? — The  white  attendant  in  each  ward  sees  to  the  issuing  of 
the  rations  to  each  individual. 

3919.  Do  the  patients  barter  their  rations  at  all? — Kot  to  my  know- 
ledge.   They  may  barter  the  extras  they  receive. 

3920.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Do  you  think  the  plan  of  dining  in  so  many  separate 
wards  works  well  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

3921.  Does  the  food  arrive  at  the  wards  in  good  condition  and  ho.li 
enough  ? — They  try  to  keep  the  food  warm.  A  certain  quantity  of  food  has 
to  be  got  ready  by  a  certain  time  and  the  dinner  is  not  till  about  or  ^  past 
12.    There  is  only  one  kitchen. 

3922.  Has  the  food  to  be  carried  some  distance  from  the  kitchen  ? — ^Yes. 

3923.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  better  if  the  dining  arrangements 
were  more  concentrated  ;  would  not  the  supervision  be  more  complete  and  it 
would  be  seen  also  that  each  patient  got  his  proper  quantity  ? — Each  atten- 
dant at  the  respective  pavilions  now  supervises  the  quantity  issued.  It 
would  certainly  lead  to  the  food  being  served  in  a  warmer  condition. 

3924.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  yon  allow  any  privileges,  or  do  all  the  patients 
get  the  same  kind  of  food  ? — They  get  medical  extras.  If  they  are  sick  they 
get  rice,  sago,  custard,  and  so  on. 

3925.  In  the  female  compound  is  there  any  chance  of  sick  women  get- 
ting beef  tea,  arrowroot  and  so  on  ? — Yes  ;  the  matron  makes  it  herseK,  and 
she  very  rarely  gets  her  own  meals  properly  in  consequence.  She  has  to 
work  very  hard,  and  she  has  been  recommended  to  get  a  servant.  I  think  if 
enquiry  was  made  that  it  would  be  found  she  has  hardly  had  a  regular 
meal ;  I  think  also  the  same  might  be  said  of  Mr.  Fitch. 

3926.  Is  it  possible  to  continue  the  present  system  without  providing 
for  regular  sick  nursing  and  attention  of  some  sort  ? — We  had  nurses  in  No. 
1  pavilion  at  one  time. 

3927.  What  is  done  in  the  female  wards  to  provide  delicacies  for  the 
more  sick  and  feeble  patients  ? — I  order  medical  extras  when  necessary,  if  the 
patients  require  them,  and  the  matron  is  always  ready  to  do  any  extra  cook- 
ing for  them  if  there  is  anything  they  fancy. 

3928.  Does  the  institution  provide  delicacies  for  sick  and  dying  patients' 
— Yes,  it  provides  wine,  brandy,  porter,  eggs,  milk,  sago,  arrowroot,  and  so  on, 

3929.  Are  such  things  prepared  in  the  matron's  private  kitchen  ? — ^Yes. 

3930.  Do  not  you  think  it  is  advisable  to  have  a  special  hospital  ward 
or  small  infirmary  ? — I  have  endeavoured  to  put  the  worse  cases  in  one  ward, 
but  the  women  refuse  to  be  removed,  and  I  have  no  power  to  shift  them. 

3931.  If  they  saw  the  advantage  of  a  nice  comfortable  ward  where  they 
could  be  better  looked  after  than  in  the  general  ward,  do  not  you  think  they 
would  go  ? — I  cannot  say  they  would.  In  the  male  wards  I  know  there  is 
an  impression  that  if  they  are  removed  to  the  hospital,  they  go  there  to  die, 
and  consequently  they  have  a  great  horror  of  going  to  the  hospital ;  there  is 
the  greatest  possible  difficulty  in  getting  them  to  go,  in  fact  many  patients 
die  outside  the  hospital  in  the  wards. 

3932.  Could  it  not  be  arranged  for  the  worst  eases  to  go  to  the  hospital 
or  a  special  ward  earlier  ? — There  would  be  the  same  objection. 
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3933.  Apparently  the  whites  mix  up  freely  with  the  coloured  patients 
and  make  friends  with  each  other,  so  is  there  any  reason  for  carrying  out 
classification  ;  is  it  not  more  apparent  than  real  ?—  No,  it  is  convenient  to 
have  all  the  boys  together  and  all  the  Kafirs  together  and  the  whites  to- 
gether and  so  on. 

3934.  But  they  mix  freely,  do  they  not  ? — The  Kafirs  keep  to  them- 
selves a  good  deal  because  their  language  is  different  . 

3935.  What  difference  do  you  make  between  the  xjaying  and  ordinary 
patients  in  the  female  compound  ? — There  is  only  one  paying  female  patient. 
There  were  two  but  I  believe  one  of  them  has  discontinued  paying.  I  will 
Dot  be  positive. 

3936.  The  other  patient  is  under  the  impression  that  she  is  paying  ? — 
I  believe  that  her  husband  refused  to  pay  any  longer,  but  I  cannot  say  for 
certain.    She  does  not  occupy  special  quarters. 

3937.  Would  she  be  dieted  on  a  different  scale  if  she  were  a  paying 
patient  ? — No. 

3938.  Then  what  is  the  advantage  of  paying  ? — I  cannot  say  in  her 

case. 

3939.  Dr.  Dodds.']  If  a  person  can  pay  is  it  not  a  duty  to  do  so  ? — Yes. 

3940.  I  believe  the  cost  of  a  patient  is  3s.  a  day  is  it  not  ? — I  cannot 
say.  It  states  in  the  Act  that  money  expended  for  the  maintenance  of  lepers 
can  be  recovered  from  the  estate,  that  is  if  there  is  any  estate. 

3941.  Chairman.']  With  reference  to  the  number  of  the  staff,  do  you 
consider  that  any  systematic  medical  treatment  is  very  difiicuit  with  your 
present  staff  ? — I  could  not  say  that,  because  I  have  tried  special  plans  of 
treatment. 

3942.  How  would  you  administer  frequently  during  the  day  certain 
courses  of  medicine  ? — I  should  put  the  patient  in  the  hospital  pavilion,  and 
have  the  nurse  there  to  see  that  the  medicine  was  taken  regularly. 

3943.  Would  you  be  able  to  do  that  on  anything  like  a  large  scale  with 
your  present  staff  ? — No  ;  I  could  only  try  it  on  a  small  scale  with  so  many 
patients  as  we  have  to  deal  with. 

3944.  Br.  Dodds.']  Do  the  patients  complain  of  the  want  of  medical 
treatment  ? — No,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

3945.  Several  of  the  patients  have  said  that  they  were  treated  for  certain 
complaints,  but  they  got  no  treatment  for  their  special  disease ;  is 
that  so  ? — That,  to  a  certain  extent,  is  quite  true,  but  certain  patients  have 
been  treated  with  chaulmoogra  oil  and  gurjun  oil  and  other  remedies.  It  is 
impossible  to  try  the  effect  of  special  drugs  on  all  the  patients  at  once. 

3946.  Do  many  grievances  of  that  kind  come  to  your  notice? — No. 
When  I  had  charge  of  the  male  lepers,  I  visited  them  every  day,  and  saw 
each  individual  in  the  wards.  Of  course,  the  patients  are  treated  a  great 
deal  for  intercurrent  diseases  also ;  20  or  30  out-patients  are  seen  every 
morning. 

3947.  Dr.  Herman.^  Do  they  come  to  any  particular  ward  for  treat- 
ment ? — Yes;  they  come  to  No.  1  pavilion. 

3948.  Is  there  a  regular  inspection  every  day  ? — I  visit  every  ward  and 
every  room  and  every  latrine. 

3949.  Are  the  patients  forced  to  take  exercise  and  baths  every  day  ? — 
There  is  no  means  of  enforcing  that. 

3950.  Are  the  patients  left  to  do  pretty  much  as  they  like  all  day  and 
all  night  ? — Yes,  There  is  no  means  of  forcing  them  to  do  anything  ;  you 
can  only  use  tact  and  management. 

3951  Do  you  think  that  advisable;  would  not  you  recommend  that 
some  regulation  should  be  drawn  up  on  the  subject  ? — Perhaps  it  would  be 
advisable. 

^  3952.  Ghairman.~\  Would  it  not  facilitate  good  government  and  rule  on 
the  island  if  it  was  known  that  force  could  be  used  ? — Most  undoubtedly. 
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,  3953.  "Would  it  assist  you,  and  also  conduce  to  the  happiness  of  the 

p.  £.  Todd.       1  1  o 

_  lepers  themiselves  r — Yes, 

Feb.  2iBt,  1894.  3954.  Dr.  Herman.']  If  you  had  such  power,  have  you  the  means  at 
your  disposal  to  carry  it  into  effect,  do  you  think  ? — JTo  ;  I  think  not,  if  the 
lepers  combined  to  resist. 

3955.  Suppose  it  were  required  that  all  the  lepers  were  to  have  a  bath 
every  day,  could  that  be  carried  out? — No, 

3956.  How  many  lepers  could  have  a  bath  every  day,  should  you  say? 
— I  think  we  could  arrange  for  60  or  70  a  day  having  a  bath.  I  am  speak- 
ing of  the  males  and  of  the  bathroom,  each  individual  has  his  zinc  bath. 

3957.  Then  it  would  take  about  five  days  to  bath  all  the  male  patients? 
— Yes,  in  the  bathroom, 

3958.  Practically  speaking  they  could  only  have  one  bath  a  week? — 

Yes, 

3959.  Would  not  that  necessitate  a  large  staff  ? — Yes. 

3960.  With  regard  to  exercise,  have  you  a  sufficiently  large  stait  to  see 
to  that  ? — There  are  ten  men  engaged  on  road  making  and  sanitary  work, 
and  some  others  are  engaged  in  whitewashing  and  cleaning  up  the  wards. 

3961.  Do  you  think  the  amusements  and  moral  welfare  of  the  patients 
are  sufficiently  looked  after  ? — They  are  very  fond  of  fishing  ;  they  have  a 
number  of  games,  and  some  of  them  play  musical  instruments.  There  are 
three  chaplains  visiting  them. 

3962.  A.re  they  amenable  to  the  guidance  of  their  spiritual  advisers  ? 
Yes,  a  large  number  of  them,  attend  school.    There  are  three  schools  alto 
gether,  English,  Dutch,  and  Kafir. 

3968.  Chairman.~\  With  reference  to  the  climate  of  Eobben  Island,  how 
does  it  affect  the  patients  in  your  opinion,  adversely  or  otherwise? — I  have 
had  no  previous  experience  of  the  leper  death  rate  in  other  parts  of  the  Colony. 

2964,  Do  you  think  they  are  unfavourably  affected  by  the  heat  ? — No, 
I  think  the  sand  affects  their  eyes, 

3965.  Have  you  many  cases  of  eye  disease? — Yes;  a  considerable 
number.    Ophthalmia  is  prevalent  on  the  island  amongst  lepers. 

3966.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  sand  ? — The  sand  would  certainly, 
aggravate  the  disease. 

3967.  Do  they  complain  to  you  ? — Yes,  frequently. 

3968.  Do  they  complain  of  the  glare  ? — Yes. 

3969.  Do  they  complain  of  the  wind  at  all  ? — Yes,  especially  the  south- 
east wind. 

3970.  Do  they  complain  o?  the  cold  ? — Yes  ;  they  feel  the  cold  a  good 
deal  in  the  winter  season,  not  in  the  summer, 

3971.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Do  you  think  the  irritation  to  the  eyes  caused  by 
the  sand  is  the  cause  of  ophthalmia  ? — Yes, 

3972.  Have  you  seen  many  pulmonary  complaints  on  the  island? — 
Yes ;  a  considerable  percentage  of  the  deaths  arises  from  phthisis, 

3973.  Do  those  patients  who  come  from  high  altitudes  inland  seem  to 
be  affected  by  the  climate  of  the  island  ? — Yes.  The  death  rate  of  the  Free 
State  lepers  is  somewhat  high.  The  climate  of  the  island  may  have  some-, 
thing  to  do  with  this. 

3974.  Is  that  because  they  arrive  in  a  far  advanced  stage  of  the  disease, 
or  does  it  arise  from  intercurrent  complaints  ? — They  were  certainly  a  lower 
class  of  patients  than  the  colonial  lepers,  speaking  generally. 

3975.  Do  you  think  it  possible  that  they  would  have  died  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  if  they  had  stayed  at  home,  or  has  their  being  sent  to  Eobben 
Island  hastened  their  death  ? — A  possible  cause  of  the  increased  death  rate 
might  be  the  change  from  a  higher  altitude  to  a  place  like  Eobben  Island. 

3976.  Do  they  complain  themselves  about  suffering  from  cold? — Yes. 
The  Free  State  lepers  have  frequently  complained  of  the  cold. 
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B977.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  look  after  their  comfort  in  the  way 
of  housing  or  clothing  ? — I'hey  had  no  greatcoats  and  I  wrote  a  letter  about 
it  to  the  superintendent  which  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Sauer,  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  who  ordered  that  they  should  be  supplied,  and  this  was  done. 
Previously,  I  believe,  they  did  not  have  them,  but  last  winter  they  had  an 
ample  supply  of  greatcoats. 

3978.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  as  to  the  immediate  cause  of 
death  among  the  Free  State  lepers? — I  can  furnish  it  from  the  records. 
—[See  Table  C]. 

3979.  Can  you  also  furnish  us  with  the  immediate  cause  of  death  among 
the  lepers  from  other  parts  ? — Yes.  The  returns  are  marked  D  and  E  and 
are  corrected  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  D  shows  immediate  cause  of  death 
of  Colonial  Lepers  for  1893  ;  E  various  causes  of  death  of  360  Colonial  and 
Free  State  Lepers  and  percentage  from  each  cause. 

3980.  Dr.  Herman^  "With  reference  to  heating 
how  is  that  carried  out  ? — By  means  of  stoves,  but 
placed  in  all  the  wards. 

3981.  Which  wards  are  not  fitted  with  stoves  ?— 
fitted  out  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  No.  5  also  in  the  male 
the  female  wards  6,  7  and  8. 

3982.  Why  is  that  ? — That  is  a  question  for  the  administration. 

3983.  Are  the  day  rooms  heated  in  winter  ? — No. 

3984.  Is  it  not  a  disadvantage  to  keep  the  patients  in  the  wards  in  the 
winter  time  instead  of  sending  them  out  into  the  day  room  ? — Yes  ;  but  they 
would  not  stay  in  the  day  room  even  if  there  was  a  tire  there,  or  very  seldom. 

3985.  Is  the  system  of  heating  satisfactory  ? — Yes,  in  my  opinion. 

3986.  Dr.  Edingtonr\  What  fuel  do  you  burn  ?— Coal. 

3987.  Dr.  Herman.''^  Do  the  patients  complain  much  on  accoi<nt  of  the 
cold  ? — Yes  ;  and  they  complain  about  the  small  quantity  of  coal. 

3988.  Are  the  fires  kept  up  all  day  and  night  ? — Not  all  night,  there 
is  not  a  sufiicient  supply  of  coal  to  keep  them  up  all  night. 

3989.  Are  the  patients  allowed  to  burn  the  coal  at  their  own  pleasure? 
— No  ;  there  is  a  certain  quantity  supplied  and  that  has  to  last  a  week.  I  am 
unable  to  say  what  quantity  they  have. 

3990.  Chairman.~\  Who  regulates  the  burning  of  the  coal  ? — The  ward 
attendant  sees  to  that. 

3991.  Dr.  Edington.~\  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  island  ?  -  13  months. 

3992.  Did  any  of  the  nurses  from  Kimberley  arrive  while  you  ha\e 
been  there  ? — No,  they  were    there   wh(!n  I  arrived ;    there  were 
Kimberley  nurses  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

3993.  And  a  superintendent? — Ye^J,  she  is  included, 

3994.  Ch(iirman7\  Were  they  under  your  immediate  supervision  ?- 
all  of  them  so  far  as  their  duties  were  concerned  only. 

3995.  Why  did  they  leave  ? — For  various  reasons,  all  four  of  the 
Kimberley  nurses  resigned  of  their  own  accord ;  one  resigned  because  she 
would  not  work  under  the  nurse  in  charge  of  her  ward,  she  said  she  was 
also  a  trained  nurse.  The  nurses  did  not  work  well  with  the  matron.  There 
were  four  other  nurses  not  from  Kimberley,  two  of  whom  left  on  theii-  own 
accord,  one  on  account  of  drink  and  the  last  on  account  of  erysipelas.  Mrs. 
Green  and  Mrs.  Pouncey  remained  on  the  island  at  the  nurse's  quarters. 

3996.  Are  their  husbands  alive  ?— No  ;  they  are  bota  widows, 

3997.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Was  Mrs.  Poancey  formerly  matron  of  the  female 
lepers  ? — Yes. 

3998.  How  long  did  the  nurses  from 
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E. — Table  Shoaving  Causes  of  Death  of  350  Colonial  and  Free  State 
Lepers,  and  Percentage  from  each  Cause. 


Males,  277. 


(Jause  of  Death.. 


or 


Ex- 


Marasmus,  Leprosy 

haustion 
Lung  affections  and  Phthisis 
Heart  affections  .  . 
Dropsy 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 
Diseases  of  Peritoneum 
Laryngitis 
Diseases  of  Liver,  Kidnej's,  and 

Spleen 
Pyaemia,  &c. 
Scurvy 
Influenza .  . 
Oaetritis  . . 
Erysipelas 
Epithelioma 


Average  age  at  death  of  243 
males,  37  years.  ' 


Percent,  from 
each  cause. 


42-23 
25-66 

4-  68 
1-81 

5-  77 
3-97 
3-61 

3-97 
1-44 
1-44 

1-  81 
■72 

2-  53 
•36 


100<.^0 


Females,  73. 


Cause  of  Death. 


or 


Ex- 


Marasmus,  Leprosy, 

haustion 
Lung  affections  and  Phthisis 
Heart  affections 
Dropsy  . . 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 
Diseases  of  Peritoneum 
Laryngitis 
Diseases  of  Liver,  Kidneys,  and 

Spleen 
Pyaemia,  &c. 
Enteric  Pever  . . 


Average  age  at  death  of 
females,  35  years. 


70 


Per  cent,  from 
each  cause. 


34 
28 

6 
2 
15 
4 
1 


24 
76 
84 
73 
08 
12 
37 

37 
12 
37 


100-00 
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F.  E.  T<iM 

Feb.  -list,  liU^ 


taken  agaiust  fire?- 


-Tliere  are  pumps 


4000.  What  precautions  are 
and  patent  fire  extinguishers. 

4001.  Do  you  consider  that  sufficient? — Yes. 

4002.  Is  there  any  fear,  do  you  think,  of  the  lepers  trying  to  set  fire 
to  the  buildings '? — I  do  not  think  so. 

4003.  You  think  the  fire  precautions  and  the  night  watch  are  sufficient 
to  guard  against  that? — I  think  so.  I  have  seen  nothing  that  would  lead 
me  to  suppose  such  a  thing  probable.  I  can  only  speak  from  my  personal 
experience. 

4004.  Chairman.']  Do  you  consider  that  the  lepers  have  a  more  irascible 
temperament  generally  speaking  than  persons  suffering  from  other  diseases  ? 
— No,  I  do  not  think  so. 

4005.  "Why  should  there  be  any  difficulty  in  their  management  ? —I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  difficulty  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  I  have  found  none. 

4006.  Dr.  Fismer.^  Have  you  ever  known  of  any  case  of  suicide 
-among  the  lepers  on  the  island  since  you  have  been  there  ? — No. 

4007.  Or  before  you  went  there  ? — I  cannot  speak  as  to  that,  the 
-records  are  so  imperfect. 

4008.  D/\  Dodds.~\  Have  any  of  them  ever  threatened  to  commit 
suicide  ? — I  have  heard  them  say  that  if  the  police  would  shoot  them  they 
would  not  mind.  They  said  so  yesterday.  Thej^  say  they  would  sooner  be 
shot  than  be  prevented  from  going  home.  They  do  not  like  being  shut  off 
from  the  rest  of  the  world  on  the  island. 

4009.  Is  there  any  other  place,  do  you  think,  where  they  could  be 
segregated  Avhich  would  do  away  with  that  feeling? — I  think  so. 

4010.  Would  they  be  better  on  the  mainland  ? — I  think  so,  certainly. 

4011.  Dr.  Hcniian  ~\  When  the  nurses  left,  was  there  any  attempt  made 
to  get  a  more  satisfactory  nursing  establishment  on  the  island  ? — I  believe  not. 

4012.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  for  the  lepers? — They  objected  to 
the  nurses'  regulations,  and  to  the  nurses  dressing  their  wounds,  and  the 
whole  time  that  the  nurses  were  on  the  island  it  was  one  series  of  complaints 
■^n  the  part  of  the  lepers. 

fG.  10— '94.]  HH 
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4013.  Do  not  you  thick  all  that  could  be  arranged  ? — I  almost  think  it 
would  be  better  to  leave  them  alone.  The  lepers  are  no"vr  attended  to  by 
leper  dressers. 

4014,  How  are  the  leper  wards  lighted  ? — They  are  lit  with  paraflB.ne 
lamps,  some  hanging  from  the  ceiling,  and  some  are  on  the  tables. 


Cape  Tozvn,  Thursdaif^  February  22nd,  1894. 


PEESENT 


Ji*,  tin^,  1894. 


De.  Mueeay  f Chairman), 


Dr.  Dodds, 
,,  Fismer, 
,,  Herman, 


Dr.  Greathead. 
,,  Edington, 


Dr.  Todd  further  examined. 

4015.  Chairman.~\  Had  you  any  practical  knowledge  of  leprosy  before 
you  went  to  Eobben  Island,  and  li)ok  up  your  appointment  there  ? — Yes. 
I  have  seen  cases  in  India,  Ceylon,  the  Straits  Settlement,  China,  and  Zanzibar, 

4016.  From  what  aspects  have  you  approached  the  study  of  the  disease, 
from  a  clinical  and  pathological  aspect  ? — Principally  from  a  clinical  aspect ; 
I  have  had  no  time  to  make  a  study  of  the  disease  properly  from  a  pathologi- 
cal point  of  view. 

4017.  Have  you  studied  the  disease  from  a  bacteriological  aspect  ? — I 
have  stained  the  bacillus,  that  is  all. 

4018.  And  you  have  cases  now  under  your  personal  observation  and 
treatment  on  Eobben  Island  ? — Yes. 

4019.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Is  the  disease  the  same  in  the  various  countries 


you  have 
same. 

4020 
4021 


mentioned  ? — Yes,  as  far  as  I  could  judge  it  is  exactly  the 


-Yes. 

of  the  disease  ? 


In  the  tubercular,  ansesthetic,  and  mixed  forms  ?- 
Dr.  Greathead.~\  Do  you  recognize  all  those  forms 
— It  is  convenient  to  do  so. 

4022.  Is  there  also  a  syphilitic  type  of  the  disease  : — I  should  consider 
syphilis  in  connection  with  leprosy  to  be  an  intercurrent  disease. 

4023.  Chairman.']  With  reference  to  the  communicability  of  the  disease,- 
how  would  you  define  the  term  "  contagion  "  ;  there  are  three  definitions 
proposed  by  the  Indian  Leprosy  Commission,  namely,  propagation  of  the 
specific  poison  through  an  unbroken  surface  of  skin  or  mucous  membrane 
propagation  by  introduction  of  the  specific  poison  through  a  broken  surface  of 
skin  or  mucous  membrane,  and  propagation  of  the  specific  poison  through  air, 
water,  food,  earth,  secretions  or  excretions  of  the  body ;  which  of  those  would 
you  adopt  ? — I  would  not  approve  of  any  of  those  three  definitions. 

4024.  Will  you  define  what  you  mean  by  the  term  "contagion"  as 
applied  to  leprosy  ? — I  should  say  that  contagion  would  be  the  transmission 
of  the  disease  by  material  contact. 

4025.  By  the  actual  contact  of  individuails  ? — By  contact  with  the 
material  causing  the  disease. 

4026.  In  what  way  ? — It  is  not  necessary  to  imply  that  it  is  immediate^ 
contact  only. 

4027.  Might  it  be  mediate  contact  ?— Yes. 

4028.  Through  food,  for  instance  ? — Yes,  or  clothing  or  utensils. 

4029.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Through  a  broken  or  an  unbroken  surface  ? — I 
should  suy  that  there  need  not  necessarily  be  an  unbroken  surface. 
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4030.  Do  you  admit  that  it  is  possible  through,  a  broken  surface  to      ^  ^'toM 
contract  the  disease  ? — Yes,    I  should  define  contagion  as  applied  to  leprosy       '  1-  '  ' 

the  transmission  of  the  disease  from  one  individual  (o  another  by  material  -'^^^■^ 
contact. 

4031.  Dr.  EcUngton.']  May  not  that  mean  any thiug  ? — I "  repeat  that  my 
definition  is  the  transmission  of  the  disease  by  contact  with  the  material 
causing  the  disease. 

4032.  Chairman.']  Do  you  consider  that  leprosy  is  spread  by  contagion  ? 
■ — I  am  quite  unable  to  state  how  leprosy  is  transmitted  or  communicated. 

4033.  From  the  study  of  cases  that  have  come  under  your  notice, 
have  you  formed  any  opinion  on  the  subject '? — I  have  formed  a  good  many 
opinions  but  I  have  no  logical  proof  to  support  them. 

4034.  How  do  you  think  the  disease  is  spread  ? — I  am  unable  to  form 
any  idea  how  it  is  spread. 

4035.  Dr.  Great/lead.']  Do  you  think  the  disease  is  eommuidcable  ? — 
That  is  my  opinion,  but  I  am  unable  to  prove  it. 

4036.  You  cannot  explain  it  ? — No  ;  it  appears  to  me  to  be  spread  from 
one  individual  to  another,  but  I  am  unable  to  state  in  what  manner. 

4037.  Would  any  of  the  cases  you  have  seen  give  you  strong  presump- 
tive evidence  or  reasonable  ground  for  stating  Avhat  the  channels  of  commu- 
nicablity  are  ? — The  history  of  the  cases  is  so  contradictory,  and  in  many 
cases  the  statements  made  by  the  patients  themselves  are  so  co.iflicting,  that 
there  is  the  greatest  difficulty  in  arriving  at  any  logical  conclusion. 

4038.  Do  you  believe  in  the  existence  of  any  specific  bacillus  in  the 
disease  ? — Yes. 

4039.  Have  you  seen  it  yourself  ? — Yes. 

4040.  Dr.  Edington.']  Have  you  seen  a  considerable  number  of  eases  on 
Eobben  Island? — Yes. 

4041.  You  admit  that  there  is  a  specific  bacillus  in  relation  to  the 
.  disease  ? — Yes. 

4042.  Does  that  raise  any  opinion  in  your  mind  with  regard  to  its 
infective  nature  ? — It  may  raise  an  opinion  that  the  first  proof  that  bacillus 
is  the  cause  of  the  disease  is  still  wanting.    I  know  no  proof  that  it  is 

the  cause.  « 

4043.  Do  you  admit  that  the  bacillus  is  always  found  in  relation  to 
the  disease  ? — Yes. 

4044.  Do  you  mean  to  infer  that  they  have  never  been  able  by  means 
of  the  pure  cultivation  of  the  bacillus  to  produce  the  disease  ? — Yes. 

4045.  You  have  had  an  exceptional  opportunity  of  seeing  leprosy  here 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  have  you  not  ? — Yes. 

4046.  Have  you  not  been  able  to  arrive  at  any  logical  conclusion  as  to 
the  contagiousness  of  the  disease  from  -the  cases  you  have  seen  ? — No. 

4047.  Have  you  ever  attempted  to  find  out  whether  the  histories  you 
-could  really  get  at  proved  or  disproved  heredity  or  contagion? — T  should 

be  inclined  to  doubt  heredity  from  the  histori<^s  I  have  collected. 

4048.  Do  you  think  the  disease  is  contagious? — I  think  it  is  com- 
municable but  I  am  unable  to  state  how  and  in  what  way. 

4049.  What  do  you  mean  by  communicable  ? — A  disease  which  can 
be  transferred  from  one  individual  to  another  by  any  means  whatever.  I 

-cannot  specify  in  what  way  it  is  communicable. 

405i>.  Have  you  seen  any  evidence  to  show  that  it  has  been  found  in 
any  animals? — No  certain  evidence. 

4051.  Have  you  seen  mice  on  Eobben  Island  supposed  to  be  infected? 
— Yes,  I  have  seen  the  mice. 

-1052.  And  there  is  also  the  ca>e  of  a  donkey,  is  there  not? — Yes.  I 
liu)it'  seen  the  donkey. 

4053.  Eave  you  ever  met  Avith  any  case,  or  any  group  of  cases,  which 
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J'  E^'fodd     ^^^^^  given  you  strong  evidence  in  favour  of  the  contagion  theory  ? — I  believe" 
"1-     '     the  disease  to  be  communicable,  but  in  what  manner  I  cannot  say  or  in  what 
0,},,  22nd,  1894.  degree. 

4053a.  In  examining  the  history  of  the  disease,  do  not  some  cases  point 
strongly  in  favour  of  contagion  ? — I  have  not  had  sufficient  experience  to 
justify  me  in  expressing  a  definite  opinion  as  to  contagion. 

4054.  In  your  reading  on  the  subject,  have  you  arrived  at  no  conclusion  ? 
— I  should  be  very  cautious  in  judging  of  cases  taken  by  other  medical  men, 
I  prefer  to  rely  on  my  experience  in  this  matter, 

4056.  Are  you  aware  of  the  Dublin  case  ?— Yes. 

4066.  Are  you  convinced  that  that  was  a  case  of  contagion  ? — It 
appeared  to  be  a  very  suspicious  case,  I  think. 

4067.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Indian  Leprosy  Commission  said  that 
they  found  history  of  contagion  in  five  or  six  per  cent,  of  the  cases  they 
examined ;  are  you  able  to  go  as  far  as  that  ? — Of  course  they  examined  a 
great  number  of  patients.  T  am  unable  to  state  positively  that  I  have  been 
able  to  trace  cases  of  contagion. 

4068.  Of  course  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  get  absolute  proof  of  anything^ 
but  is  there  tolerable  certaint}'  do  you  think  ? — There  are,  as  I  have  said 
already,  many  cases  that  look  extremely  suspicious,  and  I  could  point  them 
out  to  the  Commission  on  the  island. 

4059.  Dr.  Gyeathead7\  From  your  observations  what  has  led  you  to  think 
that  the  disease  is  communicable? — The  spread  of  the  disease  in  family  groups. 

4060.  Are  there  any  other  conditions,  such  for  instance  as  the  disease 
being  found  more  in  certain  centres  ?— Yes  ;  one  might  almost  say  that  there 
are  epidemics  of  leprosy  in  certain  places,  such  as  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

4061.  Dr.  Fkmer7\  Do  you  think  that  the  disease  is  caused  in  any  way 
by  certain  diet  ? — I  think  that  bad  food  might  certainly  lower  the  system 
and  give  a  predisposition  to  the  contraction  of  leprosy. 

4062.  Dr.  EdingUn.']  Do  you  think  that  certain  conditions  of  life  might 
predispose  persons  to  the  disease  ? — Anything  which  ^rould  tend  to  lower  the 
vital  resistance  I  should  say  would  tend  in  that  direction.  A  person  with 
a  low  vitality  would  be  more  likely  to  contract  the  disease  than  a  healthy 
person. 

4063.  Chairman.~\  Do  you  consider  that  there  are  any  stages  of  the 
disease  in  which  it  is  contagious  ? — I  am  unable  to  prove  that  it  is  contagious 
or  to  what  degree. 

4064.  Is  there  any  form  of  the  disease  in  which  there  is  absolutely  no 
risk  ? — I  think  the  risk  would  be  equal  in  all  forms.  It  would  be  extremely 
difficult  at  any  time  to  state  whether  the  disease  was  harmless  or  whether  it 
could  be  spread.  I  should  think  that  in  the  ulcerated  stage  it  would  be  more- 
likely  to  spread,  but  that  is  an  opinion  not  based  on  fact ;  it  is  my  private 
opinion. 

4065.  Do  you  think  the  disease  ever  arises  spontaneously  or  de  novo  ? — 
If  you  are  to  believe  the  statements  of  certain  patients  you  cannot  but  come 
to  that  conclusion. 

4U66.  Have  you  any  records  to  that  effect? — On  the  island  there  is  & 
considerable  number  of  patients  who  state  that  they  have  never  had  connec- 
tion with  lepers  at  all  and  have  never  in  fact  seen  a  leper. 

4067.  Do  the  records  corroborate  that,  or  is  it  corroborated  by  indepen- 
dent parties? — I  do  not  think  the  statements  are  reliable  altogether  in  any  case, 

4068.  Dr.  Dodds.~]  Is  it  not  to  the  interest  of  patients  to  deny  any  history' 
of  contagion  ? — Yes. 

4069.  And  are  they  well  aware  of  that  ? — Yes  ;  they  know  it. 

4070.  Dr.  Greaihead.']  Do  you  use  the  term  do  novo  in  the  same  sense' 
as  the  Indian  Leprosy  Commission  used  it  ? — Yes  ;  if  you  are  to  believe  the 
statements  of  patiejits,  it  can  originate  in  that  way. 
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4071.  Dr.  DoMs.2  Do  you  believe  the  patients'  statements? — I  find  E.\dci. 
great  difficulty  in  doing  so,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  coloured  patients,        '  — 
who  are  not  likely  to  be  very  correct  where  time  is  concerned. 

4072.  Dr.  Fismer.~\  Do  the  so-called  arrested  cases  in  the  ansesthetic 
form  spread  the  disease,  in  your  opinion  ? — I  should  be  inclined  to  doubt 
whether  the  disease  can  be  arrested  permanently. 

4073.  Suppose  the  disease  was  arrested  for  say  ten  years  ?— That  I 
should  call  a  temporary  arrest. 

4074.  CJmirman.']  Do  you  believe  there  is  ever  a  total  cure  in  leprosy  ? 
—From  my  experience,  I  should  say  no. 

4075.  Are  there  any  cases  on  record  which  would  support  that  view  ? 
— Not  to  my  knowledge. 

4076.  "With  reference  to  arrested  cases,  are  there  any  records  to  show 
long  periods  of  arrest  of  the  disease  ? — Yes. 

4077.  Why  would  you  call  those  only  arrested  cases  and  not  permanently 
cured? — Because,  for  one  thing,  I  have  known  of  a  reported  self-cured  case 
which  has  quite  lately  developed  perforating  ulcers. 

4078.  In  what  form  of  tlie  disease  do  you  find  that  mostly? — In  the 
anjBsthetic  form  principally,  perhaps  I  might  call  it  the  mutilating  form. 

4079.  Was  that  case   yoj   allude  to  discharged  from  the  island  as 
cured  ? — No  ;  the  patient  is  still  on  the  island. 

4080.  Have  an}^  eases  been  discharged  from  the  island  as  permanently 
cured? — One  case  was  discharged  from  the  island  as  being  unlikely  to 
dev  elope  sores. 

4081.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  subsequent  history  of  that 
case  ;  did  the  disease  return  ? — I  cannot  say  ;  the  patient  was  released  about 
the  middle  of  last  year. 

4082.  Have  you  lost  sight  of  that  case  now  ? — Yes. 

4083.  You  know  nothing  as  to  the  present  condition  of  the  patient? 
— Nothing. 

4084.  Eeturning  to  the  case  which  you  said  had  been  arrested,  are 
there  any  records  to  show  for  how  long  it  had  been  arrested  ? — Before  I  went 
to  the  island,  this  case  was  reported  with  others  as  being  self-cured.  I  had 
seen  no  records  of  the  case  before  I  took  it ;  the  man's  name  was  Hantis, 
a  coloured  person,  but  a  Commission  was  appointed,  I  believe,  by  the 
Government  to  report  upon  the  self- cured  cases,  and  they  decided  that  none 
of  them  were  self-cured.  I  believe  that  was  the  decision,  I  do  not  speak 
certainly. 

4085.  What  is  Hantis'  condition  now  ? — He  now  has  perforating  ulcers. 

4086.  In  what  part  ?  —In  his  feet. 

4087.  Were  the  feet  actually  well  at  the  time  the  disease  was  supposed 
to  be  arrested  ? — I  was  not  on  the  island  then. 

4088.  Is  it  on  record  that  he  was  reported  to  be  a  self -cured  case  ? — Y'es, 

4089.  And  subsequent  to  that  report  there  has  been  a  recrudescence  of 
the  disease  ? — Yes. 

4090.  Dr.  JEdington.^  Some  little  time  ago,  was  there  not  a  number  of 
patients  who  were  certified  by  the  Eobben  Island  authorities  as  being  non- 
leprous ;  I  think  it  was  within  the  past  18  months  ?- -Yes,  a  number  of 
males  and  females. 

4091.  Why  were  they  certified  to  be  non -leprous  ;  were  they  supposed 
to  be  cured  cases  ? — No  ;  whilst  taking  the  cases  I  went  through  the  wards 
and  examined  the  patients,  and  1  found  that  these  patients  in  question  were 
not  lepers,  in  mj  opinion. 

4092.  Had  they  been  on  the  island  for  a  considerable  time  ? — I  could 
not  tell  you  how  long.    Some  had  been  as  long  as  a  year,  I  think. 

4093.  Are  there  any  records  showing  what  was  done  previously,  what 
warrants  nr  certificates  had  been  issued  in  their  case? — Certainly.  Those 
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p  B^ToU     P^P®^3  conld  be  got  from  tlie  Colonial  Office ;  they  would  be  in  the  possession. 
■  —     ■     of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  together  with  the  certificates  sent  by  Dr.  Impey, 
s^h.  22nd,  1894.   pj,^  Stubbs,  and  myself. 

4094.  Dr.  Fisjner.']  I  understood  you  to  say  that  one  case  had  been 
discharged  from  the  island  ? — Yes. 

4095.  Was  it  a  case  of  leprosy  ? — Yes,  in  my  opinion. 

4096.  Did  you  consider  that  patient  not  dangerous  ? — I  should  say  he 
was  in  the  same  condition  as  many  others, 

4097.  Is  that  the  only  case  that  has  been  discharged? — To  my  know- 
ledge. 

4098.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  leprosy  in  that  man's  family  ? — I 
have  been  informed  so.  I  have  it  down  in  my  history  of  his  case  that  there 
was  a  doubt  about  the  father. 

4099.  Had  not  the  father  leprosy  and  the  aunt  also  ? — He  denied  that 
his  father  was  a  leper.    I  put  the  question  to  him. 

4100.  I  know  his  father  had  leprosy  and  his  aunt  also ;  does  not  that 
show  how  little  you  can  depend  on  the  statements  of  patients  ? — Yes.  I 
have  before  stated  so. 

4101.  Dr.  Edin(jion7\  Would  there  be  a  considerable  number  of  patients 
some  time  ago,  certified  as  eith'ir  cured  or  non-leprous,  apart  from  the  case  you 
h.ave  just  alluded  to? — Yes,  a  number  were  so  reported,  and  a  Commission  of 
medical  men  examined  them  ;  it  was  before  I  went  to  the  island. 

4102.  Ghairman.']  Returoing  to  the  case  of  Hantis,  is  that  the  only  case 
in  your  experience  uow  on  Robben  Island  where  there  has  been  a  recru- 
descence of  the  disease  after  an  alleged  self  cure  ? — I  have  never  had  any  self- 
cured  cases  pointed  out  to  me. 

4103.  Are  there  any  self-cured  cases  under  your  charge  on  the  island  ? 
— !Not  to  my  knowledge,  I  do  not  recognise  the  term.  I  recognise  the 
term  temporarily  arrested. 

4104.  That  is  the  distinction  you  draw? — Yes  ;  I  look  on  it  as  a  tempo- 
rary arrest  of  the  disease, 

4105.  Would  you  say  that  during  that  stage  of  temporary  arrest  there 
was  much  chance  of  an  individual  being  a  source  of  danger  if  he  was 
at  large  ? — It  would  be  impossible  to  say  whether  the  disease  might  not 
break  out  again. 

4106.  You  think  it  might  break  out  at  any  time  under  unfavourable 
oonditions  ? — Yes,  in  the  same  way  as  phthisis  might  appear  in  an  arrested 
case ;  under  unfavourable  conditions  a  person  might  have  a  relapse. 

4107.  Dr.  Greathead.]  After  a  period  of  say  20  years  had  elapsed, 
would  you  consider  that  the  disease  was  arrested  permanently  ? — It  would 
be  hard  to  state  positively  that  a  case  was  cured  until  every  part  of  the  body 
had  been  examined  with  a  microscope,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  absence  of  the 
cause  of  the  disease  in  such  cases.  The  presence  of  the  cause  of  the  disease 
would  be,  I  consider,  sufficient,  under  unfavourable  circumstances,  to  develope 
it ;  such  a  thing  would  be  likely,  in  my  opinion. 

4108.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  tendency  for  the  disease  to  die  a 
natural  death  and  disappear  from  the  system  after  a  certain  number  of 
years  ? — Apparently  the  system  riisents  the  presence  of  the  disease,  and 
hence  the  long  periods  of  rest.  In  some  of  the  antesthetie  cases  there  must 
be  considerable  resisting  power. 

4109.  Would  you  suggest  that  a  number  of  these  arrested  cases  should 
be  allowed  to  go  back  to  their  former  habits,  with  a  view  to  determining 
whether  the  disease  would  recrudesce ;  do  you  think  it  would  be  a  legitimate 
experiment  ? — No,  not  without  precautions.  I  should  not  think  it  would  be 
a  legitimate  experiment. 

4110.  Dr.  Edington.']  You  said  that  you  could  not  pronounce  any  case 
to  be  permanently  arrested  unless  every  part  of  the  body  was  examined,  did 
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you  not  ? — It  would  be  impossible  to  make  a  statement  that  a  case  was  cured      ^  e\m. 
unless  you  cou'd  search  every  part  of  the  body  and  find  that  there  was  no       "  — 
centre  where  the  cause  of  the  disease  remained.  Feb.  22na,  I894, 

4111.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  cause? — I  belieye  the  cause  is  the 
bacillus  leprae. 

41i:2.  You  stated  previously  that  that  was  not  at  all  proved,  did  you 
not  ? — It  is  not  proved. 

4113.  If  you  consider  that  it  is  not  proved,  how  would  that  help  you  ? 
—  I  consider  that  it  is  most  probable,  although  not  proved. 

4114.  Is  there  any  other  way  you  can  arrive  at  a  decision  as  to  the  cure 
of  the  disease ;  you  admit  that  it  is  not  proved  that  the  bacillus  lepree  is  the 
cause,  and  therefore  the  presence  or  absence  of  that  cannot  very  much 
interfere  with  your  reason  ? — Although  a  thing  is  not  positively  proved,  it 
may  be  extremely  probable.  It  may  not  be  scientifically  proved  up  to  the 
hilt,  but  it  is  more  than  probable. 

4115.  Do  you  consider  it  so  probable  that  you  would  be  prepared  to 
accept  the  presence  of  the  bacillus  as  evidence  of  the  disease  being  still 
there  ? — Yes,  so  far  as  my  personal  opinion  goes. 

4116.  In  no  other  way  can  you  undertake  to  say  whether  the  disease  is 
cured  or  not? — There  is  no  other  way  that  I  know  of  to  prove  the  cure  of 
the  disease. 

4117.  Suppose  that  a  case  had  been  seemingly  arrested  for  20  years, 
would  you  allow  the  patient  ireedom  to  return  home  ? — I  do  not  consider  that 
it  would  be  a  legitimate  experiment  at  the  present  stage  of  our  knowledge, 
without  precautions. 

4118.  Even  although  the  patient  was  seemingly  cured  ? — No. 

4119.  And  even  if  there  had  been  no  symptoms  for  20  years  ? — I  do 
not  know  of  any  such  case ;  there  may  be  cases  that  have  been  20  years 
without  showing  any  symptoms ;  iu  my  experience  I  have  not  seen 
them. 

4120.  Dr.  Dodds.']  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  there  is  a  large  group  of 
anaesthetic  cases  that,  after  surviving  a  period  of  12  years,  have  become  free 
from  active  disease  ;  have  you  in  practice  found  such  ? — There  are  always 
cases  of  leprosy  where  the  toes  and  fingers  are  gone  and  the  patients  remain 
without  any  symptoms  for  a  varying  number  of  years. 

4121.  Would  it  be  a  legitimate  experiment,  in  your  opinion,  to  discharge 
those  cases  ? — I  do  not  see  how  you  could  specify  any  period  within  which 
the  symptoms  might  not  reappear. 

4122.  If  there  is  no  proof  of  the  contagiousness  of  leprosy,  do  you  think 
it  is  right  to  take  away  the  liberty  of  the  subject  for  a  term  of  years  ? — That 
raises  the  question  of  allowing  lepers  to  go  free  altogether. 

4123.  It  is  entirely  a  question  of  the  danger  that  lepers  are  to  the 
community.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  have  got  no  proof  of  contagion 
at  all  ? — No ;  I  have  no  immediate  proof. 

4124.  Have  you  proof  enough  to  warrant  you  in  t&king  the  extreme 
course  of  depriving  all  these  people  of  their  liberty  ? — I  do  not  think  there 
should  be  any  distinction  made  between  self-cured  and  other  cases. 

4125.  Ohairman.']  I  understand  that  you  do  not  believe  in  such  a  thing 
as  self-cure,  only  an  arrest  of  the  disease  ? — I  believe  in  the  temporary  arrest 
of  the  disease. 

4126.  D)\  GreatheadJ]  In  the  course  of  your  reading  on  leprosy  have 
you  come  across  any  authorities  who  speak  of  self-cured  cases  ? — Yes. 
"  Thin  "  and  others  make  mention  of  such. 

4127.  You  do  not  agree  with  them  ? — No.  I  do  not  believe  in  any 
permanently  cured  case  of  leprosy.  I  have  never  seen  one.  I  have  had  only 
13  months'  experience. 

4128.  Dr.  Herman.']  We  have  been  told  of  a  man  who  died  a  leper 
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F  E^Todd      ^^^^      was  nearly  100  years  old,  and  he  had  had  no  symptoms  for  some- 
—  thing  like  50  years  ;  do  you  think  such  a  condition  possible  ? — I  am  not 

Feo.  22nd,  1894     aware  of  any  such  case. 

4129.  Are  you  aware  that  it  is  asserted  that  there  are  about  100  self- 
cured  cases  on  the  island  ? — Yes. 

4130.  Have  none  of  those  cases  come  under  your  kno^v ledge  at  all  ? — -I 
have  never  been  pointed  out  any  case. 

4131.  You  have  not  recognized  them  as  self-cured  cases  ? — No.  I  have 
seen  cases  that  that  have  looked  for  years  apparently  well,  and  the  sores  have 
broken  out  afterwards  ;  the  period  of  rest  is  very  uncertain. 

4132.  Is  there  not  a  class  of  cases  without  any  sores  at  all  ? — I  have  never 
seen  any  on  the  island  of  whom  it  might  be  said  that  they  would  never  have 
sores. 

4133.  Do  you  consider  that  the  recurrence  of  the  active  condition  of 
leprosy  is  dependent  on  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  sores  ? — No,  not 
necessarily,  there  are  other  symptoms  besides  sores. 

4134.  In  your  opinion  it  would  be  unfair  to  say  that  because  a  leper  has 
had  no  sores  therefore  he  is  cured  ? — If  a  leper  had  no  sores  I  should  not 
regard  him  as  self-cured. 

4135.  Dr.  Dodds.']  You  think  once  a  leper  always  a  leper  ? — Yes,  I 
should  find  great  difficulty  in  being  able  to  diagnose  the  cure  unless  you 
could  ascertain  the  absence  of  the  cause  of  the  disease  from  the  body,  it  is 
impossible  to  call  the  case  cured. 

4136.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  records  of  cases  where  leprosy  has 
been  spread  by  vaccination  ? — There  are  records  of  two  cases  of  leprosy  that 
have  been  spread  in  that  way.    I  know  of  no  cases  personally. 

4137.  Are  those  cases  on  Eobben  Island  at  present? — No;  both  the 
patients  died  before  I  went  to  the  island. 

4 138.  Are  those  the  two  cases  referred  to  by  Tebb  "  ? — I  do  not 
remember,  but  1  believe  so. 

4139.  You  have  no  knowledge  yourself  of  leprosy  having  been  spread 
l)y  vaccination  ? — No. 

4140.  Have  you  vaccinated  much? — Yes,  in  different  countries. 

4141.  In  the  countries  you  have  already  mentioned  ? — Yes. 

4142.  Have  you  ever  met  with  any  case  where  the  disease  has  beea 
spread  in  that  way  ? — No.  I  may  state  that  in  Mauritius  and  Bourbon  I 
vaccinated  about  500  natives  from  the  east  coast  of  Africa  who  were 
employed  on  the  sugar  plantations.  T  have  never  heard  of  an  authentic  case 
of  leprosy  as  a  result  of  vaccination. 

4143.  What  was  the  method  of  vaccination? — The  ordinary  method 
with  lymph. 

4144.  Was  it  calf  or  humanised  lymph  ? — Calf  lymph  in  tubes. 
4146.  Not  arm  to  arm  vaccination  ? — No. 

4146.  Have  you  ever  adopted  arm  to  arm  vaccination? — Never,  at  any 

time. 

4147.  Is  it  possible  do  you  think,  to  convey  the  disease  in  that  way, 
assuming  that  you  vaccinated  from  a  presumably  healthy  subject? — It  would 
be  impossible  for  me  to  state,  but  I  should  imagine  that  adopting  the  usual 
precautions  the  risk  wovild  be  infinitesimally  small. 

4148.  Have  you  no  scientific  proof? — No. 

4149.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  on  the  subject  apart  from  any 
proof  ?— I  believe  apart  fiom  any  proof  that  it  would  be  most 
unlikely. 

4150.  Dr.  Greathead7\  Have  you  ever  been  engaged  in  private  practice? 
—Yes.  "  " 

4151.  Did  you  ever  notice  that  patients  are  very  fond  of  saying  that 
vaccination  is  the  cause  of  all  sorts  of  complaints  ?-- Certainly.    They  put 
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down  any  ailment  that  a  child  gets  after  being  vaccinated  to  vaccination, 

4152.  Do  they  think  that  even  the  constitution  may  be  handed  from  one 
to  another  ? — Yes. 

4153.  Then  you  would  be  very  cautious  in  accepting  any  statements 
from  patipntp,  would  you  not  ? — T  should  be  extremely  cautious  in  cases  of 
that  kind. 

4154.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  you  ever  vaccinated  any  lepers? — No. 

4155.  Is  there  a  large  number  of  lepers  on  Eobben  Island  not  vacci- 
nated ? — They  are  not  all  vaccinated  I  believe. 

4156.  Could  you  supply  us  with  any  information  showing  which  patients 
have  been  vaccinated  and  re -vaccinated,  the  source  from  which  the  lymph 
was  obtained  and  so  on  ? — Yes.  Out  of  210  women  145  have  been  vaccinated; 
and  of  these  43  have  been  re- vaccinated.  It  is  impossible  I  believe  to  find 
out  the  source  from  whence  the  lymph  was  obtained. 

4157.  Have  the  children  of  leper  parents  been  vaccinated? — Some  of 
them  were  vaccinated  before  they  came  to  the  island. 

4158.  Have  the  children  born  on  the  island  been  vaccinated? — Only 
one  child  has  been  born  there  in  my  time  that  is  now  living. 

4159.  Dr.  Dod(ls.~\  Have  you  any  proof  of  the  contagiousness  of  leprosy  ? 
— No.  My  opinion  is  that  the  risk  of  contracting  leprosy  by  contagion  is  very 
small ;  it  is  not  based  on  fact,  but  it  is  ray  opinion  as  before  stated. 

4160.  Dr.  Herman7\  Have  you  any  facts  to  guide  you  in  arriving  at  your 
opinion  ? — There  are  a  number  of  families  of  lepers  not  affected  with  the 
disease  and  I  consider  the  number  of  persons  who  come  in  contact  with  lepers 
and  who  in  consequence  contract  the  disease  small. 

4161.  Have  those  families  come  under  your  notice,  or  do  you  merely 
take  the  statement  of  the  patient  ? — I  take  the  statement  of  the  patient  so  far 
as  it  is  borne  out  by  the  history  of  the  case. 

4162.  Do  you  think  that  that  is  fairly  conclusive  evidence  to  go  upon  ? 
— I  think  fairly  so. 

4163.  On  the  other  hand  is  there  not  a  number  of  cases  on  the  island, 
coming  from  some  house,  farm  neighbourhood,  or  where  there  is  leprosy  ? 
— In  answer  to  that  I  may  say  that  I  have  two  tables,  one  showing  the 
members  of  families  affectei  in  a  direct  line  and  indirect  line  out  of  634 
lepers.    The  table  is  appended  marked  G. 
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G.—Tablk  Siiowino  Relations  of  Lepers  -who  ark  on  have  been  affecteb  with  the 


Disease. — Amoko  631  Lepers  184,  or  29'02  per  cent.,  admitted  Eelationship. 

Direct  Line,  Total  SO,  on  32'06  per  cent. 

CoEauAL  Line. 

collatekal 
Line. 

Relations 
AT  Law. 

FaUier  and 
-  others. 

Mother  and 
others. 

Both  Parents 
and  others. 

Grandparents 
and  others. 

Bi  others,  Sisters 
and  others. 

Uncles,  Aunts 
and  others. 

Husbands,  Wives 
and  others. 

25, 
or  13-.58 
per  cent. 

21, 
or  11-41 

per  cent. 

4,  ' 
or  2-17 
per  cent. 

9, 

or  4-89 
per  cent. 

08, 
or  31-52 
per  cent. 

45, 
or  24-45 
per  cent. 

22, 
or  11-95 
per  cent. 

The  remaining  450  lepers  did  not  admit  the  existence  of  affected  relatives. 

■4164.  What  does  that  prove  to  your  mind  ? — To  my  mind  it  proves  that 
the  disease  is  not  very  contagious.  I  have  another  table  which  shows  the 
number  of  children.  I  should  say  that  the  small  percentage  of  leper  children 
in  this  table  was  some  evidence  that  the  disease  was  not  highly  contagious  or 
hereditary. 
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4165.  What  was  the  total  number  of  children ?— 1294.  ^  e\m 

41G6.  And  how  many  are  atfected  ? — 14.    Some  of  those  were  born       '  — 
before  the  parents  contracted  the  disease  and  some  were  born  after. 

4167.  Why  did  you  draw  up  these  tables? — For  the  information  of 
the  Commission,  in  order  to  show  that  the  disease  could  not  be  very 
contagious  in  families  living  as  these  families  do,  all  huddled  together, 
and  where  contagion  should  be  very  evident. 

4168.  Do  you  make  the  point  clear  that  these  children  were  in  contact 
with  their  parents  ? — People  who  know  anything  whatever  of  the  habits  of 
life  of  the  class  of  patients  we  have  on  Eobben  Island  are  aware  that  they 
live  probably  in  one  room,  and  in  very  poor  circumstances  and  unhealthy 
surroundings. 

4169.  Have  you  made  any  allowance  for  the  children  who  probably  go 
out  to  work  and  leave  their  parents  altogether  ? — No.  I  have  made  no 
deductions  ;  I  have  only  given  the  actual  facts. 

4170.  Dr.  Dodds.\  Is  there  anything  to  show  the  age  of  the  children: 
many  of  them  may  not  have  had  time  to  become  lepers?— That  is  quite 
possible.    I  have  only  given  a  simple  statement  of  facts. 

4171.  Does  not  one  table  rather  contradict  the  other  ? — No,  I  do  not 
think  so,  I  would  take  the  two  tables  together.  1  consider  that  even  if  due 
allowance  was  made,  the  number  of  children  affected  is  small  in  comparison 
with  what  one  would  expect  if  the  disease  was  virulently  contagious. 

4172.  Chairman.~\  Do  not  these  tables  also  hinge  upon  the  statements  of 
the  parents  only  ? — I  have  stated  already  that  those  statements  are  not  en- 
tirely reliable. 

4173.  None  of  those  children  have  been  inspected  as  far  as  you  are 
aware  either  by  yourself  or  any  medical  man,  have  they  ? — In  the  statements 
forwarded  with  the  lepers  it  is  stated  whether  the  children  have  been  inspec- 
ted or  not. 

4174.  Who  forwards  the  statement? — It  is  forwarded  by  the  resident 
raagixstrate ;  it  is  part  of  the  general  statement. 

4175.  Does  the  magistrate  say  who  inspected  the  children ;  whether  the 
field- cornet,  the  minister,  or  any  medical  man  ? — He  simply  says  that  the 
children  have  been  inspected. 

4176.  Do  these  tables  show  the  date  they  were  removed  from  dwelling 
with  their  families  ? — Some  of  the  patients  have  been  on  the  island  a  number 
of  years,  and  the  children  would  have  had  a  chance  of  developing  leprosy. 

4177.  Is  there  any  evidence  to  show  that  anybody  has  seen  them 
recently  ? — I  cannot  speak  from  personal  knowledge  on  that  point. 

4178.  Dr.  Herman.~\  To  your  mind  the  disease  is  only  slightly  con- 
tagious ? — I  believe  it  is  not  so  contagitus  as  is  generally  believed. 

4179.  Is  not  the  proportion  among  relatives  large  as  compared  with  the 
leper  rate  among  children  ? — I  have  only  attempted  to  give  a  general  idea  ; 
I  have  made  no  deductions. 

4180.  If  you  take  the  table  in  which  there  is  direct  Or  indirect  relation- 
ship, does  not  that  show  that  there  must  be  rather  a  more  active  contagion 
than  you  are  willing  to  admit  ? — It  would  only  be  29  per  cent.  I  should 
consider  that  that  evidenced  a  small  amount  of  contagion. 

4181.  Have  you  had  any  experience  in  trying  to  investigate  the 
occurrence  of  typhoid  or  diphtheria  in  practice  ? — Yes. 

4 J  82.  Have  you  found  any  difficulty  in  tracing  contagion  in  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  or  diphtheria  ? — Yes,  a  great  difficulty.  There  is  always  a 
difficulty  in  tracing  typhoid  to  prc-oxisting  cases,  more  especially  in  this 
country. 

4183.  You  arc  awaro  that  up-country  considerable  epidemics  of  typhoid 
and  diphtheria  occur  occasionally  ? — Yes,  and  it  is  quite  impossible  to  trace 
the  coimection  of  lifferent  eases. 
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4184.  Would  not  that  be  rather  an  important  factor  to  bear  in  raiud  in 
analysing  the  facts  you  have  elicited  in  your  tables? — sliould  take  the 
tables  only  after  the  statement  I  have  already  made  to  the  Commission — 
that  the  evidence  obtained  from  the  lepers  was  not  thoroughly  reliable  ;  it  is 
approximate ;  after  all,  all  statistics  are  only  approximate. 

4185.  If  it  is  possible  to  deduce  some  form  of  contact  in 
nearly  one-third  of  the  cases  you  have  given  us,  is  not  that  sufficiently 
weighty  evidence  as  to  the  probable  way  in  which  leprosy  is  spread  ? — I  should 
say  that  29  per  cent,  would  not  show  that  it  was  violently  contagious,  con- 
sidering the  way  these  people  live  together. 

4186.  What  evidence  have  you  to  prove  that  there  was  no  contact  in 
the  negative  cases  you  mention,  did  you  investigate  that  point? — Yes,  to  the 
best  of  my  ability. 

4187.  Did  none  of  the  cases  come  from  the  same  farmhouse  or  the  same 
locality  ? — I  could  not  say  ;  I  have  not  made  any  table  showing  the  locality 
of  those  admitting  relationship. 

4 1 88.  Have  you  tried  to  trace  the  locality  of  those  not  admitting  rela- 
tionship ? — Ko. 

41 89.  The  460  cases  you  speak  of  have  to  be  investigated  still  upon 
that  line,  have  they  not? — Yes,  I  have  not  done  so. 

4190.  In  your  experience  are  there  not  among  those  cases  some  people 
who  had  been  working  together  or  who  had  been  working  under  some  person 
who  was  infected  ? — It  is  extremely  difficult  to  get  patients  to  make  any 
statement  with  regard  to  contagion. 

4191.  Are  the  lepers  on  the  island  anxious  to  disprove  the  contagion 
theory  of  leprosy  ? — I  believe  the  general  opinion  among  lepers  is  that  the 
disease  is  not  contagious. 

4192.  Do  you  find  that  they  are  now  being  educated  to  the  fact  that  it 
is  not  contagious  by  their  seclusion  on  the  island  :  in  other  words,  in  their 
anxiety  to  get  back  to  the  mainland,  are  they  not  hiding  facts  from  you 
which  makes  it  difficult  to  elicit  histories  that  might  guide  you  ? — Yes,  I 
have  several  times  stated  that  all  the  facts  I  submit  now  can  only  be  taken  in 
an  approximate  way,  although  I  have  checked  them  and  visited  every  individ- 
ual several  times  in  order  to  have  them  as  correct  as  possible. 

4193.  Are  the  facts  you  have  elicited  actually  complete  and  reliable  ? — 
To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  they  are,  as  before  stated. 

4194.  As  lepers  would  not  be  likely  to  make  statements  which  would  tell 
against  them,  may  we  take  them,  do  you  think,  as  reliable  ? — Yes,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  get  the  histories  corroborated  as  far  as-  possible  by  others. 
It  is  only  by  carefully  watching  patients  and  finding  out  from  others  that 
you  can  arrive  at  any  satisfactory  conclusion.  The  first  time  I  made  my  in- 
vestigations I  mot  with  numerous  discrepancies. 

4195.  From  your  experience  do  you  think  it  likely  that  a  positive  state- 
ment as  to  184  relatives  being  affected  is  likely  to  be  unreliable?-' — Not  taken 
as  a  whole.    I  have  taken  it  as  approximately  correct. 

4196.  Is  it  likely  to  be  under  or  over  stated  ? — I  should  say  that  if 
there  is  an  error  it  is  on  the  side  of  under  stutemeut. 

4197.  Bearing  all  these  facts  in  mind,  the  difficulty  of  tracing  oases  of 
leprosy  to  contact  and  the  difficulty  of  relying  upon  the  statements 
of  lepers,  do  they  not  prove  that  there  is  [a  high  degree  of 
contagiousness  in  leprosy? — No;  I  do  not  think  so.  The  tables  simi)ly  sho'.v 
the  relatives  who  had  been  affected,  they  do  not  show  the  raeu,  women  and 
children  with  whom  the  lepers  came  in  contact ;  they  must  have  come  in 
contact,  in  the  course  of  their  work  and  daily  life,  with  a  great  number  of 
people. 

4198.  It  would  be  all  very  well  if  we  were  trying  to  find  out  whether 
leprosy  was  very  highly  contagious  in  an  epidemic  sense,  but  we  are  simply 
trying  to  find  out  whether  the  disease  spreads  by  contact.    You  have  elicited 
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for  us  the  fact  that  184  people  out  of  634  are  affected  by  the  disease,  and 
you  admit  that  a  certain  proportion  of  these  cases  is  probably  understated 
and  that  some  of  the  statements  are  unreliable,  so  the  probability  is  that  a 
larger  proportion  actually  exists ;  would  it  be  unfair  to  State  that  one-third 
can  be  regarded  as  showing  some  lino  of  contact  ? — I  should  say 
that  one-third,  considering  the  circumstances  under  which  these  people  live, 
would  not  prove  a  high  degree  of  contagiousness. 

4199.  Would  it  prove  a  line  of  contact?— I  have  several  times  stated 
that  I  believe  that  the  disease  spreads  from  one  individual  to  another. 

4200.  In  one-third  of  the  cases,  I  understand,  you  prove  a  line  of  con- 
tact ? — 29  per  cent,  admit  they  have  or  have  had  relations  affected. 

^1201.  Dr.  Doclds.]  Would  you  find  anything  like  the  same  proportion 
in  the  general  population  ? — I  cannot  say  about  the  general  population.  The 
684  do  not  represent  patients  on  the  island  now  alone,  but  cases  that  have 
been  collected  from  the  case-books,  and  the  269  leper  patients  do  not  repre- 
sent the  patients  that  I  have  had  altogether  under  ray  charge,  but  the  patients 
who  were  on  the  island  before  I  came  there, 

4202.  Dr.  IIcrmanP\  Have  you  attempted  in  any  of  the  cases  to  find  out 
whether  a  particular  form  of  leprosy  Avas  more  likely  to  be  traced  in  a  direct 
or  indirect  lino  ? — •!  was  unable  to  trace  that  because  many  of  tlie  relatives 
were  dead  and  the  patients  were  unable  to  tell  me  how  the  relatives  were 
affected.  It  is  most  difficult  to  get  any  information  and  it  requires  constant 
checking.  There  is  no  question  that  if  the  figures  were  gone  over  again, 
a  slight  difference  would  be  found  now  in  them, 

4203.  Do  not  you  find  that  it  is  not  only  difficult  to  get  any  information 
from  lepers  but  that  they  persistently  deny  the  existence  of  leprosy  ? — Un- 
questionably there  are  great  difficulties  in  getting  information  which  is 
thoroughly  reliable  from  lepers. 

4204.  At  what  age  have  you  found  that  leprosy  begins  in  children  ; 
have  you  worked  out  any  table  to  show  that  ? — I  have  only  worked  out  a 
table  showing  the  average  age  when  the  first  symptoms  appear :  it  is  about 
25  or  30  years.    That  is  according  to  the  patients'  statements. 


I. — Table  Showing  Average  Age  at  Commencement  of  First  Symptoms. 


Total  Numbke  of  Cases,  645. 

Males  403,  or  62'5  per  cont. 

Females  242,  or  37-5  per  cent. 

Anassthotic 

21U, 
or  -ri- 1 1  per 

cent, 

Tubercular 

130, 
or  32 '25  per 

cent. 

Mixed 

6;j, 

or  15 '63  per 
cent. 

Ansestlietic 

150, 
or  61-98  por 

cent. 

Tuboroular 
76, 

or  31-41  per 
cent. 

Mixed 
16, 

or  6-61  per 
cent. 

AVEEAGB  A»K  AT  COMMK>W?;MKNT  OF  FlEST  SYMPTOMS. 

25-93  years. 

24' 78  j'ears. 

25 '8  years. 

25-56  years. 

25*57  years. 

30-81  yearg. 

4205.  That  table  shf!^^^s  all  the  children  taken  together  under  26 
.years,  as  well  a>s  adults  ? — They  are  various  ages. 

4206.  You  say  that  out  of  1294  childrou  11  were  affected,  what  were 
their  ages?— The  following  table  shows  that. 
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4207.  Have  you  any  idea  as  to  the  average  age  of  those  children  ? — It  I'r- 

i3  given  at  foot  of  table  J,  16-28  years.  ^  ^J"^'^- 

4208.  You  said  there  was  one  case  where  both  parents  were  affected,  Feb.  22nd,  1894. 
which  was  affected  first  ? — The  father  was  affected  in  1889  ;  his  name  was 

William,  a  Kafir  aged  50.  The  nnmber  in  the  case  book  is  13.  He  is  now 
dead,  and  he  became  affected  at  the  age  of  40.  He  died  from  phthisis,  and 
was  suffering  from  ansesthetic  leprosy.  His  wife,  also  a  Kafir  (No,  192)  was 
also  affected  in  1889. 

4209.  After  her  husband  or  before  ? — I  believe  it  was  after  her  husband 
as  far  as  I  remember,  and  a  son  was  born  before  either  of  the  parents  con- 
tracted the  disease. 

4210.  What  part  did  they  come  from  ? — From  East  London. 

4211.  Did  the  mother  have  any  more  children  afterwards  ? — No. 

4212.  Chairman.']  At  what  age  did  the  son  contract  the  disease  ? — At 
nine  years  of  age. 

4213.  Was  he  living  with  his  parents  all  that  time? — Yes. 

4214.  Dr.  Herman.]  Could  you  give  us  any  idea  as  to  the  birth-rate 
among  lepers ;  does  leprosy  induce  sterility  at  all  do  you  think  ? — Yes.  I 
think  the  tables  show  the  birth-j-ate,  also  that  the  disease  tends  to  lessen  the 
cumber  of  children.  The  difference  in  the  number  of  children  born  before 
and  after  the  contraction  of  the  disease  seems  to  be  very  marked. 

4215.  Can  you  work  that  out  on  a  percentage  basis  for  the  Commission? 
—Yes.    (See  table  K.) 
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4216.  Can  you  show  the  number  of  children  born  of  leprous  parents  e^^'t,m 
where    either    the    mother   or  the    father    was  affected?  —  Yes^   but  — 
even  with  the  most  careful  checking  there  will  always  be  a  difference 
found  in  the  tables  ;  it  is  so  difficult  to  y;et  accurate  infiinttatiuii.     I  bavd 
checked  the  tables  three  timeFi. 

1217.  Is  thei'o  any  information  concerning  leprosy  [that  is  not  difficult 
to  get  ?— No. 

4218.  Is  the  mortality  high  among  the  children  of  leprouis  parents? — 
Yes,  I  should  say  so. 

42 1 9.  Chairman.~\  Do  you  attach  much  importance  to  heredity  as  a 
means*  of  spreading  the  disease  ? — I  believe  that  constitutional  predisposition 
might  have  a  favouring  action. 

4220.  Do  you  understand  by  heredity  the  actual  transmission  of  the 
disease  ? — The  actual  transmission  from  the  mother  to  the  foetus  in  ufero. 

4221.  Have  you  any  instance  of  that? — No,  I  have  not. 

4222.  Have  you  ever  read  of  any  instance  of  a  child  being  leprous  at 
the  time  of  birth  ? — Yes.  I  believe  there  is  a  case  mentioned  in  the  journal 
of  the  Leprosy  Investigation  Committee. 

4223.  Is  it  a  rare  occurrence  ? — I  have  never  seen  a  case  of  that  sort, 
and  I  am  not  able  to  speak  from  personal  experience. 

4224.  Is  the  disease  spread  by  means  of  predisposition  inherited  from 
the  parents  ? — I  think  children  of  leprous  parents  might  be  more  likely  to 
contract  the  disease  if  exposed  to  it. 

4225.  Would  you  regard  the  children  of  leper  parents  as  predisposed  to 
the  disease  ? — I  should  say  that  things  being  equal,  the  children  of  leprous 
parents,  if  exposed  to  the  disease,  would  be  more  likely  to  contract  it. 

4226.  Under  healthy  conditions  do  you  think  the  children  of  leprous 
parents  are  likely  to  escape  the  disease  ? — Yes. 

4227.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  recorded  facts  in  support  of  that?— 
Yes  ;  from  results  published  by  the  Indian  Commission. 

4228.  You  think  the  disease  would  only  be  spread  under  unfavourable 
circumstances  ? — Yes,  in  my  opinion. 

4229.  Do  you  think  the  children  of  leprous  parents  inherit  any  special 
tendency  or  proclivity  to  the  disease  ;  more  so  than  the  children  of  healthy 
parents  ? — I  think  they  would  be  more  likely  to  contract  the  disease,  othej- 
things  being  equal,  than  the  children  of  healthy  parents,  if  they  are  exposed. 

42?)0.  Do  you  think  the  predisposition  to  the  disease  would  be  very 
much  modified  by  favourable  conditions  ?  —Yes. 

4231.  Do  you  think  the  disease  might  remain  dormant  and  entirely  dis- 
appear ? — Yes.    I  refer  to  the  predisposition  to  disease. 

4232.  If  the  general  hygienic  surroundings,  diet,  and  so  on  were 
favourable  ? — Yes. 

4233.  Do  you  think  the  disease  is  spread  by  means  of  conjugal  inter- 
fionrse  ? — I  have  no  records  as  to  that. 

4234.  Are  there  any  records  of  a  healthy  man  contracting  the  disease 
from  H  leprous  woman  or  vice  varsd  ? — I  believe  there  is  a  number  of  cases 
on  the  island  where  married  men  who  have  been  lepei-s,  have  had  intercourse 
with  their  wives  who  are  at  present  healthy. 

4235.  x\re  they  still  living  on  the  island  ? — There  are  healthy  men  who 
have  leprous  wives  living  on  the  island,  and  leprous  women  who  have  healthy 
husbands. 

41136.  Were  the  husbands  and  wives  respectively  healthy  when  they 
were  last  heard  of? — I  believe  so.  There  is  recent  information  as  to  u  con- 
siderable number  of  them. 

4237.  Within  what  period  ? — I  could  not  say,  but  their  friends  and 
relatives  visit  the  island  constantly  and  I  have  opportunities  of  seeing  them 
from  time  to  time. 

[a  io.-~'04.] 
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423S.  Would  you  say  within  the  last  year? — Yes. 

4239.  And  they  are  still  healthy  ?— Yes,  some  of  them  have  live.l  with 
their  wives  or  husbands  for  a  considerable  period  while  they  were  lepers. 

4240.  Would  you  allow  conjugal  intcrcom-se  between  two  lepers  under 
any  conditions  ? — From  the  one  case  I  know  of  it  would  be  hard  to  form  an 
opinion.  I  have  only  knowledge  of  one  case  where  both  were  affected. 
There  was  only  one  child  born  and  that  was  before  the  disease  was  contracted. 

4241.  With  a  view  to  ameliorate  their  condition  would  you  allow  a 
leprous  man  and  wife  to  live  together  if  the  woman  was  past  the  child-bear- 
ing period? — Yes. 

4242.  Dr.  Herman.']  Would  you  allow  it  before  that  period  ? — No. 

4243.  Dr.  Dodds.l  Do  you  only  know  of  one  case  where  the  husband 
and  wife  were  leprous  ? — Yes. 

4244.  What  is  the  age  of  the  youngest  leprous  child  you  have  known? 
— Four  years  is  the  youngest  undoubted  case. 

4245.  Chairman.']  Have  you  ever  known  of  a  case  of  leprosy  due  to 
sexual  intercourse  ? — No,  not  that  I  could  prove. 

4246.  Would  you  allow  conjugal  intercourse  between  a  leper  and  anoU' 
leper  under  existing  circumstances,  combining  it  with  isolation  ? — I  would 
not  allow  it. 

4247.  Do  you  think  it  might  possibly  spread  the  disease  ? — I  should 
say  that  there  might  be  a  possible  risk. 

424S.  With  reference  to  the  period  of  incubation  of  leprosy,  have  you 
formed  any  opinion  from  cases  that  have  come  to  your  knowledge  on  Eobben 
Island  or  elsewhere  ? — -I  have  been  unable  to  form  any  logical  conclusion. 

4249.  Is  there  such  a  thing  as  a  pe:iod  of  incubation  in  leprosy  ;  have 
you  any  evidence  ? — No. 

4250.  Is  there  no  recorded  case  that  you  know  of  ? — If  I  could  form 
any  idea  as  to  the  period  of  incubation  I  should  be  able  to  arrive  at  some 
conclusion  as  to  the  method  in  which  the  disease  was  contracted,  but  that  I 
am  unable  to  do. 

4251.  Dr.  Herman.]  Is  there  a  period  of  incubation,  or  does  the  disease 
start  the  moment  the  poison  has  been  introduced  into  the  system  ? — My 
own  opinion  is  that  there  is  such  a  period  of  incubation,  but  it  is  not  based 
on  personal  observation. 

4252.  Chairman.]  Is  it  possible  to  diagnose  the  disease  during  the  period 
of  incubation? — Not  before  the  appearance  of  the  symptoms. 

4253.  In  the  early  stages  of  the  disease  is  there  much  difficulty  in 
diagnosing  it? — Yes,  considerable  difficulty. 

4254.  May  it  be  mistaken  for  other  diseases  do  you  think? — Yes. 

4255.  What  might  you  mistake  it  for  ? — I  think  that  ansesthetie 
leprosy  might  be  mistaken  for  many  nervous  lesions ;  the  tubercular  form 
has  been  mistaken  for  syphilis,  various  skin  diseases,  &c. 

4256.  In  the  early  stages  iS  there  in  all  cases  a  difficulty  in  diagnos- 
ing the  disease? — Yes. 

4257.  Even  on  the  part  of  experienced  men  ?— Yes. 

4258.  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  a  certain  class  of  cases  which 
might  be  called  doubtful  ? — Yes. 

4259.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  risk  of  spreading  the  disease  by 
means  of  doubtful  cases  ? — I  consider  that  it  would  be  advisable  in  doubt- 
ful cases  to  place  them  under  observation  ;  there  is  a  certain  risk. 

4260.  How  would  you  deal  with  such  cases  ? — I  would  place  them  un- 
der observation  for  a  certain  period. 

4261.  How  would  you  deal  with  such  cases  so  as  to  minimize  the  risk 
of  spreading  the  disease  ? — I  think  such  cases  should  be  examined  by  two 
medical  men  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  was  necessary. 

4262.  Would  you  advise  some  alteration  in  the  law  so  that  sucli  cases 
should  be  examined  and  reported  upon  ? — Yes. 
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4263.  Should  a  register  be  kept  of  Ihem  ? — Yes, 

4264.  Dr.  Dodds,']  Are  there  any  doubtful  oases  on  Kobben  Island  ? 
— There  are  two  cases  which  on  arrival  were  considered  doubtful  cases  and 
they  have  been  placed  in  a  room  by  themselves  and  watched,  I  do  not  think 
they  are  cases  of  leprosy. 

4265.  Did  they  pass  through  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  ? — I  cannot 
say,  I  do  not  receive  the  papers  ;  I  only  see  the  patients  when  they  arrive. 
These  were  two  coloured  females. 

4266.  When  were  they  admitted  ? — About  a  month  or  six  weeks  ago 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

4267.  Dr.  Herman.']  Are  those  cases  isolated  ? — There  is  no  means  of 
isolating  them.    They  are  in  the  day  room,  but  I  cannot  say  that  they  are 

'    isolated  in  the  medical  sense  of  the  word. 

4268.  Dr.  Dodds.]  How  long  would  you  detain  them  on  the  island  ? — I 
have  examined  them  thoroughly  every  week  and  I  have  been  informed  by  the 

i  superintendent  that  the  rule  of  the  island  was  to  keep  them  two  months. 
That  has  been  the  rule  as  long  as  I  have  been  on  the  island.  After  that  time 
a  report  is  made  to  the  Colonial  Office  that  the  cases  are  doubtful,  and  they 
are  dealt  with  accordingly.  .  .  - 

4269.  Ohairnian.']  Where  are  these  patients  kept  on  the  island  ?— I u  the 
I  day  room. 

4270.  Do  they  live  with  the  leper  patients  ? — Their  beds  are  in  the  day 
room. 

4271.  Do  they  mess  with  the  leper  patients  ? — I  have  told  the  matron  to 
j  keep  them  separate  to  the  best  of  her  ability.  There  is  no  accommodation  for 
i  isolating  them  in  the  medical  sense  of  the  term. 

'  4272.  Have  you  at  present  any  probation  ward  on  the  island  ? — No.  In 
September  last  I  requested  that  such  a  place  might  be  provided,  but  nothing 
has  been  done  so  far  as  I  am  aware. 

4273.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  you  remember  a  doubtful  case  of  Catherine 
McDonald  ?— No. 

4274.  She  was  admitted  into  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  on  the  27th  of 
January  and  discharged  on  the  12th  of  May;  have  you  any  record  in  your 

I  books  with  regard  to  her  case  ? — No. 

4275.  Are  there  any  other  doubtful  cases  on  the  island  ? — Yes,  there  is 
the  case  of  a  Kafir  named  Seducaneel. 

4276.  Was  he  passed  on  as  a  leper  ? — Yes. 

4277.  What  date  was  he  admitted  V — I  cannot  say  ;  it  was  quite  lately, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  month,  I  think. 

4278.  Did  he  come  from  Bechuanaland  ? — Yes. 

4279.  Was  he  transferred  on  the  12th  of  February  ? — Yes.  I  do  not 
I  believe  he  is  a  leper.    I  have  certified  that  he  is  not. 

4283.  Is  he  isolated  ? — I  cannot  say,  because  since  that  date  Dr.  Impey 
has  had  charge  of  the  male  leper  wards.  I  believe  that  Dr.  Impey  has 
certified  that  he  is  a  leper. 

4281.  Was  not  there  a  large  batch  of  cases  from  Bechuanaland  about 
that  time  ?— Yes. 

4282.  Dr.  Dodds.]  What  would  be  done  in  a  case  where  you  certify  one 
thing  and  Dr.  Impey  another  ? — I  can  hardly  say  from  my  personal  knowledge. 
Such  a  case  has  not  arisen.    I  presume  the  Colonial  Office  would  get  the 

.   opinion  of  another  medical  man. 

4283.  Has  that  been  the  case  before? — I  have  been  informed  that  in 
such  a  case  that  would  be  the  course  of  procedure. 

4284.  We  have  been  told  that  the  benefit  is  always  given  to  the  sup- 
posed leper  in  doubtful  cases,  is  that  so  ? — Within  my  knowledge  no  such  case 
has  arisen  before  where  there  was  any  difference  of  opinion. 

4285.  Dr.  Herman^  How  many  cases  have  been  aeut  over  that  were 
clearly  reii  jgaized  to  have  been  non-l^rous  ?—  I  cannot  say  exactly. 
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-^^^  4286.  Were  tkere  uot  several  cases  fi-om  Bechuaualaud  lately  ? — Yes. 

I  was  iu  charge  at  the  time  and  I  remember  sending  back  one  or  two  cases 
id,  1S94.  immediately. 

4287.  How  did  it  happen  that  they  were  sent  over  to  Eobben  Island 
without  being  stopped  in  Cape  Town  ? — I  do  not  know,  they  were  sent  over 
as  possible  doubtful  cases. 

4288.  Do  you  not  consider  it  a  hardship  they  should  be  treated  in 
that  way  ? — Possibly  the  medical  officer  on  Kobben  Island  had  had  larger 
experience  of  leprosy  than  the  medical  officer  iu  Cape  Town. 

4289.  Would  you  suggest  the  establishment  of  a  receiving  house  either 
on  the  mainland  or  on  Kobben  Island^  where  cases  could  be  carefully 
examined  ? — Yes,  I  suggested  last  year  that  there  should  be  one  on  the  island. 

4290.  Would  it  not  be  more  to  the  advantage  of  the  patients  themselves 
if  they  could  be  isolated  for  a  short  time  nearer  to  their  homes  ? — Certainly. 

4291.  Mr.  de  Smidt  mentioned  a  case  where  a  man  was  sent  over  to  the 
island  as  a  leper  when  he  was  suffering  from  nothing  more  than  bed-sores, 
have  you  any  recollection  of  that  case  ? — The  following  is  an  extract  from 
the  case  book  re  Jacob  Fischer :  "  Admitted  to  Eobben  Island  Leper 
Wards,  26th  July,  1892,  from  D'Urbanville ;  Bastard  race;  occupation, 
herd  ;  widower ;  has  always  enjoyed  good  health  till  four  months  before 
admission,  when  he  was  laid  up  with  a  bronchial  attack ;  small  superficial 
ulcer  (bed  sore)  over  right  scapula,  which  healed  rapidly  under  treatment ; 
no  disfigurement  of  face,  hands  or  feet ;  sensation  perfect ;  no  tubercular 
deposits  \  has  bronchitis  and  empJiysema,  complicated  with  heart  disease ; 
no  sign  or  symptoms  of  leprosy  can  be  discovered."  Then  there  is  this 
extract  from  the  leper  register :  "  Jacob  Fischer,  no  warrant,  discharged 
12th  August,  1892."  I  remember  a  case  of  lupus  that  was  seut  over, 
and  there  was  also  the  case  of  a  boy  named  Ostrich  or  Kamazoa,  who  had 
an  extensive  burn  on  the  side  of  his  head  and  also  on  his  shoulder. 
He  was  discharged  as  a  leper. 

4292.  (.'oulcl  you  forwaid  us  some  information  as  to  that  case? — Infor- 
mation could  be  got  from  the  Colonial  Office.  That  case  would  not  be  en- 
tered in  the  case  book  as  the  man  was  uot  a  leper. 

4293.  How  then  did  he  come  to  be  forwarded  as  a  leper?-— I 
suppose  he  was  forwarded  by  the  district  surgeon.  He  came  from  Barkly 
West,  and  was  admitted  on  July  22nd,  1893.  He  was  discharged  from  the 
island  by  the  Ooveruor's  warrant  on  the  22nd  October,  1893. 

4294.  Then  he  was  kept  for  practically  three  months  on  Robben  Island 
was  he  not  ? — Yes,  he  was  reported  immediately  it  was  recognized  that  he 
was  not  a  leper.  I  cannot  say  how  soon  after  his  admission  the  report  was 
sent  in. 

4295.  What  statement  came  from  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  with  that 
man  ? — I  did  not  see  the  statement. 

4296.  Is  there  no  record  supplied  with  these  cases  as  to  the  observa- 
tions made  at  the  hospital  ? — I  do  not  see  the  papers. 

4297.  Was  this  man  recognized  immediately  as  a  non-leper  ? — Yes. 

4298.  Should  not  some  authority  be  vested  in  the  medical  officer  to  dis- 
charge such  cases  at  once  ? — Yes,  but  we  have  no  place  to  put  them  in  the 
meantime. 

4299.  Is  it  not  in  your  opinion  a  most  intolerable  hardship  that  a  man 
who  is  simply  suffering  from  a  burn  on  his  head  should  be  locked  up  for  a 
long  time  in  that  way  with  persons  suffering  from  leprosy  ? — Yes.  This  case 
most  undoubtedly  was  a  hard  one. 

4300.  Di .  Dodds.']  What  was  the  reason  for  the  delay  in  that  case  ? 
—I  am  unable  to  state. 

4301.  Dr.  Ilcrniaa.']  Was  that  case  imniodiately  reported  to  1  Ih' ' 'uloiiial 
Office  ? — I  do  not  know  when  the  letter  went  away. 
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4302.  Are  there  any  other  doubtful  cases  that  have  been  admitted  to      f  E^%id 
your  knowledge  ? — There  have  been  other  cases.    There  was  a  case  of  lupus  — 
(No.  206).    The  man's  name  was  David.    He  was  admitted  on  Eobben    i''^^.  22nd,  1894. 
Island,  October,  1892,  and  came  from  Colesberg. 

4303.  Was  that  before  the  proclamation  of  the  Act  ? — No,  the  Act  had 
been  already  proclaimed, 

4304.  What  about  the  case  of  lupus  ? — When  I  was  taking  the  patients' 
cases  I  found  there  was  a  man  suffering  from  lupus  and  I  reported  the  cir- 
cumstance at  once.  He  was  placed  under  observation  for  two  months  and 
then  reported  to  the  Colonial  Office  as  not  being  a  leper.  Both  Dr.  Impey 
and  myself  gave  certificates  to  the  effect  that  he  was  not  affected  with 
leprosy,  and  he  was  discharged  by  warrant  on  the  22nd  of  October,  1893. 

4305.  How  long  was  he  kept  on  the  island? — One  year. 

4306.  Have  you  known  of  any  other  cases  that  have  been  found  to 
be  non-leprous  after  examination  ? — There  is  a  case  of  Lys  Joubert  from 
Malmesbury,  admitted  on  the  24th  of  August,  1893,  and  discharged  in 
September,  1893.    She  had  a  black  eye,  a  contusion. 

4307.  Do  all  the  cases  pass  through  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  ? — I 
cannot  say. 

4308.  I  find  that  Dr.  Cox  makes  mention  of  that  case.  She  Avas  sent 
to  the  island  on  the  24th  of  August,  1893,  and  discharged  on  the  22nd  of 
September  in  the  same  year  ;  she  was  kept  on  the  island  a  month  was  she  not  ? 
— Till  we  got  a  warrant  to  discbarge  her. 

4309.  Did  you  recogni^^e  that  case  at  once  as  being  non-leprous  V — I 
think  the  second  day  I  sent  in  a  certificate  to  the  effect  that  there  was  nothing 
the  matter  with  her. 

4310.  How  do  you  explain  such  a  case  being  ccrtilied  by  the  district 
surgeon,  passing  through  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital,  and  being  sent  over  to 
the  island,  when  the  only  complaint  was  a  contusion  of  the  eye? — 1  am  unable 
to  say. 

4311.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Did  both  Dr.  Impey  and  yourself  agree  about  the 
case  ? — Yes. 

431'^.  How  soon  do  you  exumiue  a  case  aft^r  arrival?— -i.  examine 
immediately  after  the  patient  lauds.  There  is  an  examination  at  the  boat  house 
ia  a  superficial  way.  If  there  is  any  doubt  I  take  the  patients  into  a  small 
house  there  for  further  examination. 

4313.  Dr.  Ilcriiian.']  It  would  seem  that  either  the  disease  is  exceed- 
ingly  difficult  to  recognize  or  else  that  there  must  be  most  serious  and  cul- 
pable negligence  in  dealing  with  such  cases  sent  over  to  the  island? 
■ — I  have  already  stated  that  the  disease  is  difficult  to  diagnose  in  many 
cases, 

4314.  Does  not  that  point  to  the  fact  that  the  greatest  care  is  neces- 
sary to  diagnose  the  disease  ? — Considering  the  number  of  patients  who 
come  over  to  the  island,  the  percentage  of  error  in  diagnosis  would  be  cer- 
tainly very  small ;  cases  of  error  have  occurred  undoubtedly,  I  should  ad- 
vise the  necessity  of  having  two  medical  men  to  certify  to  all  cases. 

4315.  Does  not  that  in  your  opinion  emphasize  the  necessity  for  a  more 
systematic  and  careful  examination  of  these  cases  ? — I  do  not  know  what 
means  are  adopted  now.    I  have  no  means  of  knowing  except  on  the  island. 

4316.  It  is  stated  in  evidence  that  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  is  the  receiv- 
ini^' house  for  all  doubtful  cases,  and  they  are  detained  there  if  the  boat  is 
uol  leaving  at  once?— I  am  in  the  habit  of  receiviug  private  information 
fruju  Dr.  Cox  when  the  lepers  come  over.  Ho  t(>lls  me  ocf.asionally  that 
there  are  doubtful  cases  coming  over,  and  if  I  have  any  doubt  1  am  to  re- 
turn them  at  once. 

4317.  Was  there  any  auch  statement  accompanying  the  cases  you  have 
Referred  to  ? — Yes,  with  several 
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^^Toid  4318.  After  these  cases  have  been  discharged  from  the  island,  I  suppose 

1-     ■     there  is  still  some  chance  of  their  turning  out  to  be  leprous ;  do  not  you 
icb.  i22ud,  1894.   think  they  ought  to  be  kept  under  some  kind  of  supervision  in  their  own 
homes  ? — There  is  no  provision  whatever  on  the  island  for  isolating  these 
people. 

4319.  Are  you  bound  to  discharge  them  ? — Yes,  as  soon  as  the  warrant 
arrives.  That  rests  with  the  administration.  I  send  in  a  certificate  to  the 
chief  medical  superintendent  that  the  cases  are  in  my  opinion  non-leprous. 
I  know  nothing  of  what  is  done  subsequently. 

4320.  Would  it  not  be  carrying  sanitary  supervision  to  extreme  limits 
if  cases  simply  regarded  us  doubtful  were  to  be  locked  up  for  any  period  at 
all  ? — I  think  that  if  there  is  any  reasonable  doubt  they  ought  to  be  observed. 

4321.  Dr.  Doddii7\  If  yon  established  a  receiving  house  for  doubtful 
cases,  how  many  patients  ought  to  be  provided  for  ? — Provision  for  three 
males  and  three  females  would  be  ample  in  regard  to  doubtful  cases. 

4322.  D)\  Herman?^  Would  it  not  be  carrying  sanitary  supervision  to 
an  extreme  limit  to  incarcerate  people  whose  condition  after  all  was  only 
doubtful  -It  is  rather  hard  to  say.  If  there  is  reasonable  doubt,  they 
should  be  observed. 

4323.  Dr.  Cox  mentioned  the  case  of  a  man  who  came  to  the  Old 
Somerset  Hospital  with  a  large  granulating  wound  on  the  elbow;  he  was  not 
sent  on  to  the  island,  but  was  discharged  as  a  leper  and  is  still  in  the  hospital 
as  a  chronic  sick  patient ;  have  you  any  knowledge  of  such  a  case  ? — I  do 
not  remember  any  such  case.  There  is  the  case  of  a  man  named  Maclean,  a 
convict,  who  was  sent  over  and  returned  the  same  day. 

4324.  Was  he  simply  sent  over  for  diagnosis  ? — Yes. 

4325.  Chairman.~\  Do  you  approve  of  segregation  generally  speaking  ? 
—I  approve  of  limited  segregation, 

4326.  Do  you  approve  of  the  present  system  of  segregation  and  the 
forms  prescribed  under  the  Act,  or  would  you  suggest  any  modification  ? — I 
would  suggest  that  the  medical  examination  should  be  better  carried  out.  I 
think  there  should  be  a  certificate  by  two  medical  men  instead  of  one. 

4327.  Do  you  think  that  such  an  alteration  would  sufficiently  safeguard 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  ?^ — I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  the  certi- 
ficates of  two  medical  men. 

4328.  Would  that  be  a  safeguard  in  the  direction  of  eradicating  the 
disease  ?-— I  think  so. 

4329.  Dr.  Dodck.']  On  what  grounds  are  you  in  favour  of  segregation  ? 
— I  have  already  stated  that  I  am  in  favour  of  limited  segregation. 

4330.  Are  you  in  favour  of  compulsory  segregation  in  the  case  of  lep- 
rosy ? — 1^0,  I  am  not  entirely. 

4331.  Chairman. ~\  Why  are  you  not  in  favour  of  compulsory  segrega- 
tion ? — For  the  general  reasons  I  have  already  given.  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  disease  is  so  virulently  contagious  as  to  justify  imprisonment  for  life,  for 
that  is  what  segregation  amounts  to. 

4332.  You  do  not  believe  that  the  disease  is  so  strongly  communicable 
as  to  endanger  the  health  of  the  community,  do  you  ? — To  no  greater  extent 
than  other  diseases,  in  fact,  not  to  such  a  great  extent  as  other  diseases  in 
regard  to  which  there  is  legislation. 

4333.  What  diseases  would  you  instance  ?— Syphilis  and  phthisis  for 
example. 

4334.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is  there,  do  you  think,  the  same  possibility  of 
stamping  out  phthisis  and  syphilis  as  there  is  of  stamping  out  leprosy  ? — I 
should  be  unable  to  say.  I  have  had  no  large  experience.  Segregation  for 
phthisis  has  not  been  tried  as  a  means  of  eradicating  that  disea,se. 

4335.  Is  there  the  same  possibility  of  being  able  to  isolate  patients  suf- 
fering  from  syphilis  and  phthisis  as  there  is  of  i;=jolatiog  patients  sufferiug 
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from  syhpilis  ?— 1  suppose  there  are  other  social  reasons  why  isolation  has  not 
been  adopted  for  phthisis  and  syphilis.  From  a  medical  point  of  view  it 
woiild  be  equally  justifiable  to  isolate  such  cases.  " 

4336.  Dr.  Dni](h.']  Is  it  practicable  to  do  so? — I  should  say  that  in 
the  case  of  syphilis  it  has  been  proved  to  be  practicable  and  beneficial.  The 
records  from  military  stations  and  elsewhere  would  show  that  isolation  in  cases 
of  syphilis  has  tended  to  diminish  that  disease  greatly. 

4337.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  one  is  amenable  to  treat- 
ment and  the  other  is  not  ?— Yes ;  they  are  not  exactly  similar  certainly. 

4338.  Chairman.']  What  modification  would  you  suggest  in  the  present 
Act  ? — I  would  suggest  that  paupers  and  persons  unable  to  support  them- 
selves in  a  method  to  be  approved  of  by  the  medical  faculty,  and  keep 
themselves  apart,  should  be  isolated  compulsorily. 

4339.  In  the  case  of  paupers  would  you  compulsorily  isolate  them  on 
Eobben  Island  or  elsewhere  ? — Yes. 

4340.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Would  you  apply  compulsory  segregation  to 
one  class  and  not  to  another  ? — I  would  apply  it  to  that  class  of  persons  un- 
able to  take  care   of  themselves. 

4341.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  And  isolation  also? — Yes:  in  the  case  of  those 
who  were  unable  to  isolate  themselves. 

4342.  Dr.Edington.~]  If  persons  were  not  able  to  do  it  for  themselves, 
would  you  do  it  for  them  ? — Yes. 

4343.  Chairman.~]  Where  would  you  propose  to  isolate  the  pauper 
class  ? — I  should  say  on  Eobben  Island  or  any  suitable  place  on  the  main- 
land, preferably  the  latter. 

4344.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  isolating  them  on  Eobben  Island 
now,  or  would  you  be  in  favour  of  removing  the  whole  establishment  to 
the  mainland  ? — That  is  a  very  difiicult  question  to  answer.  There  are 
many  points  in  favour  of  Eobben  Island  and  also  in  favour  of  the  main- 
land. The  chances  ^pr  occupation  of  the  lepers  on  Eobben  Island  are  lim- 
ited ;  they  cannot  do  any  gardening  for  instance.  I  should  be  in  favour  of 
the  mainland.  /  . 

4345.  Broadly  speaking  you  would  isolate  paupers  who  were  leprous 
on  Eobben  Island  ;  how  would  you  provide  for  those  persons  who  could  pay 
something  ;  take  for  instance  the  case  of  a  well-to-do  man  living  on  his  own 
farm  ? — I  should  insist  upon  his  living  apart  from  his  family,  and  using 
separate  utensils,  bedding,  and  clothing,  &c. 

4346.  Should  such  patients  be  under  the  supervision  of  some  local 
authority  who  would  see  that  the  regulatiors  were  carried  out? — Yes. 

4347.  Would  you  consider  that  at  all  difficult  to  carry  out  ? — I  think  it 
could  be  done. 

4348.  Would  you  allow  such  patients  to  isolate  themselves  on  their  own 
farms  under  strict  rules  and  conditions  to  be  laid  down  ? — Yes. 

4349.  How  would  you  deal  with  such  cases  if  you  found  that  the  rules 
were  transgressed  and  not  carried  out  effectively  ? — I  would  remove  them  to 
the  asylum  if  I  found  they  were  unwilling  or  incapable  of  carrying  out  the 
regulations  laid  down. 

4350.  Take  the  case  of  persons  who  live  in  towns  or  villages,  how 
would  you  propose  to  isolate  them? — If  I  were  satisfied  that  they  would 
comply  with  the  regulations  laid  down,  I  would  apply  the  same  system. 

4351.  Could  you  do  that  in  towns  or  villages? — Each  case  must  be 
dealt  with  on  its  own  merits.  If  I  found  the  regulations  were  not 
carried  out,  I  would  compel  the  patients  to  go  to  the  asylum. 

4352.  Would  you  have  an  asylum  for  that  purpose  on  the  mainland 
for  the  better  class  of  persoQS  who  were  unable  to  comply  with  the  con- 
ditions ? — Yes ;  it  would  be  an  advantage. 

4363.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  district  asylums  ? — No.  I  would 
have  an  asylum  where  patients  could  pay  so  much,  and  where  they 
would  have  more  freedom  than  they  enjoy  at  present. 
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r.  E^Todd.  4354.  Would  you  regard  as  an  essential  part  of  such  a  scheme  the 

—  careful  drawing  up  of  a  certain  definite  system  to  guide  the  local  authori- 

leb.  22nd,  1894.  ^j^g  9 — yes ;  and  T  would  give  the  local  authorities  power  in  the  event 
of  the  le^ulationfi  not  ItPiuo-  carried  out  to  reranvf^  .any  patients  to  the 
asylum. 

4355.  Dr.  Z)o(/rh.2  Looking  at  the  matter  from  your  point  01  view, 
what  right  have  you  to  eompulsorily  segregate  lepers  at  all  ? — I  have  not 
said  that  the  disease  is  not  communicable  ;  I  say  that  it  is  communicable 
to  a  certain  extent.  I  advocate  care  being  taken  of  those  unable  to  care  foi- 
themselves, 

4356.  D?-.  Edwi/foih']  I  understood  you  to  say  that  it  would  be  equally 
practicable  and  just  to  segregate  in  cases  of  phthisis  or  syphilis  ;  there- 
fore what  reason  have  you  for  segregation  in  the  case  of  leprosy  ? — Segre- 
gation for  phthisis  or  syphilis  is  not  adopted. 

4357.  Why  would  you  adopt  segregation  for  leprosy  ? — I  do  not  say 
-  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  segregate  in  the  case  of  phthisis  or  syphilis. 

4358.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Are  you  so  satisfied  in  your  own  mind  of  the  danger 
of  leprosy  that  you  think  it  is  right  to  act  in  the  direction  of  compulsory 
segregation  ? — I  have  not  proposed  wholesale  compulsory  segregation. 

4359.  You  have  for  paupers,  have  you  not  ? — Only  for  those  who 
cannot  take  care  of  themselves. 

4360.  Why  apply  it  to  paupers  if  there  is  no  risk  of  spreading  the 
disease  ? — I  do  not  say  there  is  no  risk.  I  have  never  made  such  a 
statement. 

4361.  You  are  satisfied  that  there  is  so  much  risk  that  if  they  did 
not  observe  certain  regulations  you  would  eompulsorily  segregate  them, 
are  you  not  ? — Yes,  in  the  case  of  that  class  who  would  not  be  in  the 
position  to  attend  to  certain  particulars, 

4362.  You  think  there  is  a  certain  risk  from  lepers  being  allowed 
to  be  at  large,  looking  at  the  conditions  of  this  country  ? — Certainly,  I 
think  the  disease  is  communicable. 

4363.  Dr.  Greathead.']  Would  you  make  any  difference  in  the  case  of  a 
leper  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease  before  there  was  any  ulceration ;  would 
^'^ou  allow  all  leper  paupers  to  remain  on  the  mainland,  or  would  you  isolate 
them  in  an  asylum  ? — I  would  put  all  pauper  cases  in  an  asylum. 

4364.  And  keep  them  there  whether  the  disease  was  arrested  or  not  ? — 

Yes. 

4365.  Would  you  not  agree  to  the  discharge  of  arrested  cases,  and  allow 
them  to  remain  on  the  mainland  under  the  supervision  of  the  district  surgeon  ? 
— -Yes,  provided  there  was  power  to  send  them  to  the  island  at  once  if  the 
disease  developed,  if  they  were  not  paupers,  and  if  they  failed  to  adopt 
precautions. 

4366.  Would  you  allow  such  patients  to  return  to  their  families  if  the 
disease  was  arrested  for  a  certain  period  ?^ — Yes,  provided  the  regulations 
were  carried  out,  and  they  were  not  paupers. 

4367.  Would  you  fix  any  definite  time  before  discharging  them,  say 
five  or  ten  years? — I  think  the  discharge  of  pauper  lepers  would  be  an 
extremely  difficult  thing,  as  they  would  not  be  likely  to  remain  in  the  same 
district  very  long ;  they  would  probably  wander  about,  and  it  is  a  question 
whether  efficient  supervision  could  be  maintained  over  them.  From  my  own 
experience  as  district  surgeon,  it  would  be  very  difficult,  especially  in  a  large 
district,  to  keep  an  efficient  supervision  over  discharged  pauper  lepers. 

4368.  Would  you  rather  be  inclined  to  keep  them  on  the  island  ? — Yes, 
in  the  case  of  pauper  lepei-s.  I  would  segregate  them  on  the  island  or  else- 
where. 

4369.  Would  you  recommend  having  a  special  asylum  for  such  cases  on 
the  mainland,  where  they  could  have  a  litQe  more  freedom?— I  think  the 
pauper  patients  are  satisfied  with  the  island,  speaking  generally.    It  is  the 
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better-class  patients  who  are  so  anxious  to  get  away.    In  my  opinion,  an     ^  ^^Twid. 
asylum  on  the  mainland  would  be  better.  — 

4370.  D®  not  a  great  many  of  the  female  lepers  clamour  to  be  allowed  ^'e^- 22ad,  1894. 
to  go  home? — I  do  not  think  when  tho  time  actually  came  for  them  to 

be  discharged,  even  if  they  could  be,  that  they  would  all  wish  to  go.  I 
have  seen  an  example  in  the  case  of  three  women  who  were  not  lepers, 
and  were  in  consequence  discharged,  who  wished  to  remain. 

Dr.  Jane  Waterston  examined.  ,    J^^:  , 

Jane  JFatersto)/. 

4371.  Ohairman.~\  Are  you  one  of  the  official  visitors  to  Eobben  Island? 
—Yes.' 

4372.  How  often  do  you  go  there  ? — Once  a  quarter. 

4373.  Have  the  patients  any  previous  notice  of  your  going  or  do  you 
go  at  any  time  ? — There  is  no  notice. 

4374.  What  portion  of  the  establishment  do  you  generally  inspect  ? — I 
always  make  straight  for  the  female  leper  wards. 

4375.  Have  you  a  good  knowledge  of  the  patients  in  the  female  leper 
wards  and  their  general  surroundings  ? — Yes. 

4376.  Have  you  ever  found  them  discontented  about  anything  ? — They 
seem  to  object  principally  to  being  away  from  home. 

4377.  Do  they  ever  complain  to  you  about  the  quality  of  the  food  ? — 
No.  I  have  inspected  the  food  and  been  present  at  meal  time,  and  the  food 
was  good.  They  did  not  expect  me  that  day,  and  the  food  was  good  and 
wholesome. 

4378.  They  have  never  complained  to  you  either  as  to  the  quality  or 
quantity  of  the  food  they  got  ?—  No.  I  inspected  both  the  quality  and  the 
quantity. 

4379.  Have  they  complained  to  you  about  the  cooking  of  the  food  at 
all  ? — 'No.  When  I  saw  the  food  it  was  thoroughly  well  cooked. 

4380.  Were  you  of  opinion  that  the  food  was  as  good  as  people  of 
that  class  would  get  in  their  own  homes  ? — It  was  a  good  class  of  food,  the 
meat  and  vegetables  ;  I  am  not  sure  whether  T  saw  the  bread. 

4381.  Did  you  inspect  the  tea  and  coffee? — I  was  not  present  at  break- 
fast time,  and  I  cannot  say  that  I  minutely  examined  the  tea  and  coffee,  but 
the  dinner  I  can  vouch  for. 

4382.  Have  any  of  the   women   ever  complained  to  you  about  any 
scarcity  of  food  or  the  quality  ? — Never. 

4383.  How  long  have  you  been  a  visitor  on  the  island  ? — I  am  nearly 
the  latest  of  the  visitors.    I  have  visited  since  last  year. 

4384.  Have  you  visited  the  island  many  times  ? — Only  four  times,  I 
think.  I  have  talked  to  tho  Kafirs  who  cannot  understand  English,  and 
they  tell  me  that  their  only  complaint  is  that  they  are  away  from  their 
homes  and  children.    That  seems  to  be  their  only  grievance, 

4385.  As  regards  the  accommodation,  the  buildings  and  so  on,  have 
thtjy  complained  at  all  about  the  cold  in  winter  or  the  heat  in  summer? — I 
noticed  that  in  winter  there  was  a  desire  to  shut  the  windows  ;  they  com- 
plained of  the  cold,  and  the  place  was  insufferably  close,  ;md  I  ordered  them 
to  be  opened.    I  speak  of  the  sleeping  rooms. 

4386.  At  night  I  suppose  it  would  be  much  worse,  would  it  not  ? — Yes, 
very  much  worse,  and  very  bad  for  their  health. 

4387.  Have  they  complained  about  the  washing  of  their  clothes  ? — No. 
I  asiked  them  some  questions  as  to  that,  as  I  did  not  see  very  much  provision 
for  washing  the  clothes. 

4388.  Did  they  complain  to  you  that  the  clothes  were  badly  waslied  ? 
—No. 

4389.  Are  you  aware  how  the  clothes  are  washed? — I  was  told  that 
son\«  of  the  clothes  were  Avawlied  by  woraeu  and  some  wore  sent  to  the  steam 
laundry. 

4390.  Did  tbe  women  object  to  tliat  ? — No. 

[G.10~'94.3  LL 
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iana  wl'instoii  4391.  What  was  the  date  of  your  last  visit  ? — ^Tn  Decetaber. 

_       '  4392.  At  that  time  did  they  object  to  the  way  the  clothes  were  washed 

Feb.  22nd,  1894.        the  men  at  the  steam  laundry  ? — There  was  no  objection. 

4393.  Did  they  say  it  was  badly  done? — No:  one  of  the  girls  was  for 
a  long  time  under  my  charge  at  Lovedale,  and  1  think  she  would  have  made 
a  complaint  if  there  was  anything  amiss. 

4394.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Did  you  raise  the  question? — No,  not  about  the 
clothes.  I  did  raise  the  question  as  to  there  beiug  no  proper  place  to  keep 
their  clothes  in,  and  I  was  annoyed  ou  turning  up  the  bedclothes  to  find  their 
clothes  in  the  beds.  It  was  disgraceful  to  find  there  were  no  lockers  nor  any 
place  to  keep  their  things  in. 

4395.  Did  they  keep  them  in  the  beds  ? — Yes,  under  the  mattrass.  I 
objected  to  that  strongly  in  my  report. 

4396.  Do  you  allude  to  their  spare  clothes  ? — Yes. 

4397.  Have  they  two  suits  of  clothing,  one  in  use  and  the  other  off  ? — 
I  think  so.  The  new  clothes  had  just  been  issued  when  I  was  there  ;  I  do 
not  know  how  that  is  regulated. 

4398.  Have  they  complained  to  you  about  the  medicinal  treatment  ? — 
No,  not  at  all. 

4399.  Do  you  think  they  get  any  medicinal  treatment? — Yes,  their 
sores  are  dressed  I  believe.    They  certainly  did  not  complain  to  me  of  that. 

4400.  Would  it  be  difficult  with  that  class  of  patients  to  carry  out  any 
systematic  course  of  medicinal  treatment  ? — Not  if  they  were  properly 
disciplined,  but  the  mistake  is  that  the  patients  are  all  mixed  up  together  in 
one  ward,  the  sick  and  those  who  are  not  very  sick.  I  made  a  great  complaint 
about  that  in  regard  to  the  lunatics  and  now  there  is  a  separation,  and  I 
think  there  ought  to  be  a  separate  ward  for  those  cases  which  have  to  stay 
in  bed,  where  they  can  be  properly  treated.    I  have  drawn  attention  to  that, 

4401.  Are  there  any  lunatic  lepers  among  them  ? — There  were  some 
when  I  was  there  but  they  were  in  a  different  ward  ;  three  or  four  I  think. 

4402.  Are  the  women  confined  to  one  compound  ? — Yes,  one  compound 
with  several  wards. 

4403.  Would  you  approve  of  having  separate  compounds? — I  am  afraid 
they  would  be  too  small.  The  great  objection  I  have  to  the  compound  is 
that  it  is  so  terribly  exposed ;  a  number  of  the  patients  have  their  eyes 
affected. 

4404.  Do  they  complain  ? — No  ;  but  I  noticed  it  as  I  went  round. 

4405.  Do  you  think  the  segregation  between  the  sexes  is  satisfactorily 
carried  out  on  Eobben  Island  ? — That  is  a  difficulty.  I  saw  one  old  man 
visiting  his  wife  when  I  was  there ;  I  enquired  about  it  and  found  that  he  had 
permission. 

4406.  Do  you  consider  that  the  present  compound  is  effectual  in  ensur- 
ing segregation  ? — I  saw  visitors  go  in,  and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  very 
much  trouble  to  get  over  the  fence  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night,  although 
there  is  a  watchman  supposed  to  be  on  guard. 

4407.  Are  the  women  exercised  every  day  ? — Tho}^  are  taken  down  to 
the  siea  in  the  morning,  but  1  do  not  know  whether  they  get  enough  exercise, 
The  men  have  the  run  of  the  island,  but  the  women  are  limited  to  the  com- 
pound.   I  do  not  think  they  have  enough  space. 

4408.  Do  you  think  they  get  sufficient  exercise  ? — I  do  not  know 
whether  they  get  proper  exercise.  They  get  out  to  bathe.  Some  of  them 
cannot  walk  very  far. 

4409.  Have  they  any  amusement  in  the  evenings  ? — Very  little  I 
think,  and  they  have  not  enough  employment,  so  that  the  time  hangs  very 
heavily  on  their  hands. 

4410.  Can  you  make  any  suggeation  with  a  view  to  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  the  female  lepers  ? — For  one  thing  they  should  have  more  room  ; 
the  wards  are  getting  overcrowded  now.  Another  thing  is,  that  more  could 
be  done  in  the  way  of  providing  them  with  books  ]  a  number  of  them  can  read. 
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4411.  Did  they  strike  you  as  difficult  to  manage? — They  are  reported    ^^.^^  mierston. 
to  me  as  not  being  difficult  to  manage.    I  think  it  would  be  a  very  good  — 
thing  if  they  could  have  some  plants  and  flowers  to  look  after,  but  I  was  told  ^^^^ 
they  would  not  attend  to  them.    They  say  that  the  Government  has  put 

them  on  the  island,  and  they  will  not  stir  their  hand  to  do  anything  for  them- 
selves. They  say  it  is  a  great  hardship  that  they  have  been  put  on  the 
island. 

4412.  As  regards  the  number  of  attendants,  do  you  know  how  many 
healthy  attendants  there  are  ? — Only  one  woman  w^as  there  when  I  went, 
the  matron. 

4413.  And  Dr.  Todd,  the  medical  attendant  ? — Yes. 

4414.  Do  you  consider  that  a  sufficient  staff  for  effectually  carrying  out 
the  work  ? — It  all  depends  upon  how  things  are  organised.  There  is  a 
difficulty  sometimes  in  getting  the  lepers  to  work,  but  they  will  if  they  are 
paid. 

4415.  How  do  they  manage  about  night  attendants? — There  should  be 
two  night  attendants ;  it  is  not  safe  to  have  only  one. 

4416.  Would  that  help  to  ensure  the  segregation? — Yes.   There  should 
be  two  strong,  capable  women  on  duty  at  night. 

4417.  Notwithstanding  the  fence  round  the  compound,  as  affairs  exist 
at  present,  is  there  a  difficulty  in  maintaining  segregation  for  want  of  proper 
night  attendants  ? — I  should  suppose  there  was  very  great  difficulty. 

4418.  Could  the  women  get  out  if  they  wanted  ? — Yes,  very  easily.  If 
I  wished  to  get  out,  I  could  go  through  the  fence. 

4419.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Notwithstanding  the  guards? — The  question  is 
whether  the  guards  are  efficient  and  the  nights  dark  or  light. 

4420.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Are  there  four  sides  to  the  compound,  and  only 
three  guards  ? — Yes. 

4421.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  you  ever  known  of  the  women  getting  out? 
—I  am  afraid  that  a  great  deal  happens  that  is  never  known  about. 

4422.  Chairman.']  During  the  time  you  have  been  a  visitor,  have  any 
cases  come  to  your  notice  indicating  that  there  has  been  any  friction  or  dis- 
turbance between  the  patients  and  the  attendants,  or  among  the  patients 
themselves  ? — Some  of  the  patients  are  remarkably  bad  tempered.  There  is 
one  woman  I  know  who  has  a  horrible  temper,  and  it  is  sometimes  difficult 
for  one  matron  to  keep  order. 

442.3.  Have  the  women  ever  complained  to  you  about  the  attendants  or 
the  medical  officer  ? — No  ;  not  even  the  Kafirs,  and  they,  knowing  that  I 
understand  their  language,  would  tell  me  anything. 

4424.  Then  I  understand  that  their  only  complaint  is  that  they  want  to 
go  home  ?— Their  one  desire  IkS  to  get  awav  from  the  island.  There  was  a 
complaint  about  the  soap,  and  that  perhaps  may  account  for  the  clothes  being 
badly  washed.    I  examined  the  soap,  and  it  was  certainly  inferior. 

•  4425.  Dr.  Greathead.]  You  spoke  about  some  of  the  patients  having 
sore  eyes,  do  you  attribute  that  to  the  glare  on  the  island  ? — Yes ;  the  glare 
is  very  great,  and  the  sand  is  injurious  to  the  eyes. 

4426.  Have  you  visited  the  island  on  windy  days? — I  have  been  there 
in  all  sorts  of  weather. 

4427.  Could  you  make  any  suggestion  for  the  better  comfort  of  the 
patients  on  windy  days  ? — I  think  there  should  be  a  covered  outside  recrea- 
tion room,  so  as  to  afford  some  shelter  from  the  wind.  More  trees  also 
might  be  planted  ;  they  do  well  in  certain  parts,  and  would  afford  an  agree- 
able shade.  I  suggested  that  a  row  of  trees  should  be  planted  when  the 
next  rainy  season  came  on. 

4428.  Would  you  object  to  the  women's  clothing  being  washed  by  the 
men  ? — Yes,  except  the  bed  clothes, 

4429.  Dr.  Herman. j  Do  you  think  the  women  have  any  ground  for 
complaint  in  regard  to  their  washing        think  so ;  it  should  not  be  done  by 
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^    ^^i";  _      the  men.    They  did  not  complain  to  me,  and  none  of  the  bed  clothes  I  saw 

June  Watenton.  i     n  i     t  ^ 

—  were  badly  washed. 

Feb.  22nd,  1894,         4439.         ^laYB  had  it  in  evidence  that  the  clothing  has  been  badly 
wa'shed  at  times  ;  is  that  so  ? — For  the  last  few  weeks  the  washing  in 


Cape  Town  has  been  badly  done.,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  water.  No 
doubt  on  Robben  Island  there  has  been  a  want  of  water,  and  that  would 
be  an  explanation  of  the  clothes  being  badly  washed. 

4431.  Has  there  been  any  complaint  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  ? 
— No ;  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  washing  is  done  at  the  House  of 
Correction.  Fortunately  there  is  a  well  on  the  gaol  premises,  but  it  wants 
cleaning  out  and  the  other  day  they  had  lo  catch  the  rain  water  in  order  to 
get  this  week's  washing  done.  I  think  with  a  little  management  the  matron 
might  have  obviated  any  complaint  about  the  women's  washing. 

4432.  How  long  does  it  take  you  to  inspect  the  establishment  when  you 
go  over  to  the  island  ? — I  am  supposed  to  do  it  in  a  day,  but  it  would  take 
far  longer  than  that  to  do  it  properly.  It  would  take  a  whole  day  to  visit 
the  women's  wards  alone. 

4433.  Do  you  inspect  the  men's  wards  also  ? — Yes,  and  also  the  lunatics ; 
I  do  not  go  over  to  visit  the  lepers  specially. 

4434.  Is  anyone  sent  over  specially  to  inspect  the  leper  quarters  ? — We 
have  to  take  that  with  the  lunatics.  I  did  not  understand  that  when  I  first 
took  the  duty. 

4435.  How  many  wards  have  you  to  inspect  altogether  ? — I  forget 
the  number,  but  I  inspect  the  latrines  and  every  part  of  the  establishment. 

4436.  The  ground  to  be  covered  is  very  large,  is  it  not? — Yes;  it  is  enor- 
mous, I  have  a  note  book  and  put  down  anything  that  strikes  me,  I  have  a 
certain  plan  which  I  go  upon.  I  think  that  the  lunatic  and  leper  asylums 
should  be  visited  on  different  days.  Two  days  should  be  taken,  but  for  my 
own  part  I  could  not  spare  the  time. 

4437.  Do  you  inspect  the  books  and  stores? — I  look  at  the  stores 
and  some  of  the  books,  but  not  all  of  them. 

4438.  Does  your  inspection  embrace  the  duties  of  the  medical  officers  ? — 
No,  except  that  we  must  report  if  we  think  the  medical  attention  is  deficient. 

4439.  The  ward  attendants  ?— Yes,  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to 
make  an  inspection  at  night.  I  have  visited  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  at 
night. 

4440.  Do  the  official  visitors  ever  go  over  together? — Sometimes,  but  I 
prefer  going  singly,  I  can  get  through  more  work  when  I  go  alone. 

4441.  Do  the  patients  come  up  to  you  and  make  complaints  ? — Some  do. 

4442.  What  do  you  do  with  your  report? — It  is  sent  in  to  the  Colonial 
Office. 

4443.  Do  you  receive  any  notification  that  the  complaints  have  been 
investigated  ? — I  receive  as  a  rule  no  notification.  On  one  occasion  I  asked 
the  Government  to  take  special  notice  of  a  report  I  sent  in  about  the  Old 
Somerset  Hospital  when  I  inspected  it  at  night  and  found  no  lights. 

4444.  Did  you  find  a  considerable  number  of  healthy  children  in  the 
female  leper  compound  ? — There  is  not  a  large  number.  I  drew  attention  to 
that  when  I  went  over  last.  There  should  not  be  healthy  children  there. 
I  was  told  that  one  child  was  at  the  mother's  breast  when  she  was  brought  over. 

4445.  Hav^  you  directed  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  that  at  any 
time  ? — I  am  nQt  positive,  I  remember  asking  why  the  child  was  there,  and 
I  was  told  that  the  mother  was  still  nursing  it. 

4446.  D?\  DoddsJ]  Are  your  reports  available? — Yes,  they  are  all 
available.    They  are  in  writing :  I  do  not  think  they  are  ever  printed. 

4447.  Dr.  Herman.']  Has  your  attention  been  directed  at  any  time  to 
the  occurrence  of  doubtful  cases  of  leprosy  in  the  wards  among  the  women  ? 
— No,  except  in  one  instance  where  a  case  went  over  from  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital  which  Dr.  Impey  wishes  to  return. 
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4448.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  two  such  cases  have  been  in  the  Dr. 
female  compound  for  some  time ;  is  that  so  ? — My  attention  was  not  drawn    ' ^ 

to  them ;  thoy  have  not  been  there  long.    Dr.  Cox  wrote  to  me  about  them,         ^a^d,  isu. 
and  as  I  leported  them  in  the  first  instance  1  promised  to  write  an  opinion  on 
them.  bniii  •  j"' 

4449.  Do  your  duties  include  an  inspection  of  the  doubtful  cases? — Yes, 
if  they  are  pointed  out,  we  are  bound  to  inspect  any  doubtful  cases  and 
report  on  them. 

4450.  Have  the  official  visitors  at  any  time  directed  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  the  absence  of  uny  observation  ward  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 
The  observation  ward  is  supposed  to  be  in  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital.  . 

4451.  Do  you  inspect  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  also  ? — Yes.    I  was  in 
the  leper  ward  there  only  yesterday. 

4452.  Did  you  report  on  what  you  saw  there  ? — One  ward  there  is  com- 
pletely empty.  The  patients  are  only  detained  there  a  short  time.  If  I  find 
the  wards  dirty  or  overcrowded,  I  at  once  draw  attention  to  it.  There  are, 
I  consider,  too  many  beds  in  the  wards ;  I  have  never^ound  them  full  yet. 

4453.  Chairman.']  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  whether  Robben 
Island  is  a  desirable  place  for  the  segregation  of  lepers  from  a  climatic  point 
of  view? — I  think  it  is  a  horrible  place;  the  climate  is  bad  in  every  way. 
It  is  a  very  windy  place  and  there  is  a  great  deal  of  glare  from  the  sand. 
I  think  the  place  is  enough  to  make  the  patients  discontented. 

4454.  Have  they  complained  to  you  about  the  climatic  conditions  at  all  ? 
—No ;  they  simply  complain  of  being  so  far  away  from  home.  It  is  of 
course  easier  to  segregate  the  lepers  on  the  island  than  on  the  mainland. 

4455.  Do  you  think  the  climate  acts  prejudicially  on  the  disease  itself? 
— I  have  not  had  enough  experience  of  the  disease  to  answer  that,  but  I 
know  the  lepers  have  been  dying  off  very  fast  on  the  island. 

4456.  Could  you  attribute  that  to  the  climate? — I  cannot  tell.  No 
doubt  many  of  the  patients  were  in  a  very  far  advanced  stage  of  the  disease 
when  they  went  there.  I  saw  a  number  when  they  first  came,  a^d,  they 
were  very  bad.  ■'\y<ii^H  '<M  to     ■  i 

4457.  Di\  Edin(jton.~\  Is  it  very  dusty  on  the  island  when  the  wind 
blows  ?— -A  great  deal  of  sand  blows  about ;  thore  is  nothing  to  bind  it. 

4458.  Do  you  think  that  is  a  cause  of  the  eye  disease  ? — I  am  not  sure 
as  to  that. 

4459.  Di\  Dodds."]  Do  you  think  the  regulations  as  to  visitors  are  satis- 
factory ? — I  do  not.  The  last  time  I  was  there  I  saw  a  white  lady,  and 
soDie  little  girls  came  over  to  see  her  and  a  gentleman  also,  and  they  all 
went  into  a  little  room  ;  nobody  tried  to  prevent  it,  and  I  do  not  call  that 
proper  segregation. 

4460.  "Would  you  call  segregation  under  such  conditions  siuiply  a  farce  ? 
— Yes  ;  the  patient  might  just  as  well  have  been  at  home. 

4461.  Dr.  Herman.]  Has  not  the  matron  some  of  her  children  living 
with  her  ? — I  am  not  sure.  1  was  not  in  the  matron's  house.  If  ahe  had 
her  children  with  her  I  consider  it  very  wrong  and  the  medical  attendant 
should  not  allow  it.  .  .  .. 

3462.  In  the  course  of  youi-  inspection  has  not  that  fact  come  out  ? — 
I  cannot  be  quite  certain.  The  girls  I  speak  of  who  visited  the  patient  were 
very  young.  I  would  not  have  minded  the  gentleman  going  into  the  room, 
but  not  the  children. 

4463.  Has  not  the  patient  you  allude  to  two  children  on  the  islaiid, 
with  her? — Yes.  r.,! 

4464.  Are  they  leprous  ? — One  case  is  doubtful ;  the  other  is  all  right 
I  believe. 

4465.  Is  it  wise  for  her  to  have  her  children  with  her  do  you  think  ?-— 
It  is  not  wise  or  right. 

4466.  Would  it  be  humane  to  separate  the  mother  from  her  children  ? — • 
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r    7^^'  , That  is  the  trouble.    It  may  not  be  humane  on  our  part  and  it  mis;ht  be  too 

•Julie  lyaterstm.  iinj-i-i  n         i         imt  t- 

muGii  seli-aenial  on  the  mother's  part  to  separate  from  her  children.  It  is 
certainly  wrong  that  one  life  should  go  after  the  other. 

4467.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Would  you  allow  it  yourself?-  l^o.  I  would  be 
cruel  to  be  kind.  I  do  not  think  you  should  throw  a  good  life  after  a  bad, 
whether  it  is  mother  or  child,  and  there  is  one  of  the  children  that  seems  to 
be  leprous. 

4468.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  restrictions  would  you  place  on  visitors  going 
to  see  patients  on  the  island  ? — I  would  not  allow  them  to  shake  hands  or  kiss 
each  other,  most  decidedly.  I  do  not  think  that  young  girls  of  12  to  16 
years  old,  such  as  I  saw,  should  be  allowed  to  run  such  a  risk,  because  that 
I  consider  the  age  when  they  would  be  most  likely  to  get  the  disease. 

4469.  Have  you  anything  to  prove  that? — There  is  a  case  I  remember 
of  a  young  girl  who  is  on  Eobben  Island  now.  She  was  for  a  long  time 
under  me  as  a  child  and  was  quite  healthy  :  her  father  was  a  white  man.  I 
believe  her  mother  has  already  died  of  leprosy  and  the  aunt  is  with  the  girl 
on  the  island.  This  girl  did  not  show  any  signs  of  the  disease  till  she  was 
about  14  or  15  ;  whether  she  got  it  through  contagion  or  heredity  I  cannot 
say.    I  know  there  was  leprosy  in  her  mother's  family. 

4470.  Do  you  wish  us  to  infer  from  that  that  about  15  is  the  most 
frequent  age  when  the  disease  is  contracted  ? — I  do  not  say  that,  but  I  have 
an  idea  that  it  is  then  that  it  shows  itself  mostly,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
young  girls  should  be  allowed  to  go  and  visit  a  leper  patient  as  I  saw  them. 

4471.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  sanitary  conveniences  on  the  island? — 
In  two  successive  reports  I  find  fault  with  them,  they  are  very  bad. 

4472.  Is  there  sufiicient  bath  accommodation  ? — It  seemed  to  me  that 
there  was  not  water  enough.  I  made  particular  enquiries  and  was  told  that 
the  patients  went  down  to  the  sea  in  the  morning  and  much  enjoyed  it. 

4473.  Did  you  find  that  there  was  not  sufiicient  water  supplied  to  the 
female  compound  ?— There  did  not  seem  to  be  sufl&cient  for  many  baths. 

4474.  Are  the  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  wards  ? — No  ;  outside  at  the 
back  of  the  wards.  The  smell  from  them  was  vile.  I  found  also  that  all 
the  dust  and  rags  were  just  swept  outside  and  left  to  be  scattered  about  by 
the  wind,  instead  of  being  taken  a  way  at  once  by  the  convicts. 

4475.  Apparently  the  sanitation  of  the  compound  is  exceedingly  bad? 
— It  is  exceedingly  bad.    I  may  also  state  that  I  found  a  newly  delivered 
woman  in  one  of  the  little  rooms.    She  was  delivered  on  the  island. 
'      4476.  C'/!w/'mc//2.J  Did  you  go  into  the  history  of  that  case? — She  was 
brought  over  to  the  island  in  that  condition  *  she  was  a  leper  woman. 

4477.  Had  she  been  long  on  the  island  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

4478.  Was  she  delivered  in  the  leper  ward? — In  an  isolated  room.  I 
made  special  enquiries  about  it,  and  said  I  thought  it  was  better  to  have  a 
small  room  in  case  of  anything  of  the  kind  happening.  There  might  be  an 
infirmary  with  a  small  room  attached  suitable  for  cases  of  that  sort. 

4479.  You  had  large  experience  in  dealing  with  refractory  women  of 
all  ^orts,  especially  among  the  lower  class  ? — Yes. 

4480.  Is  there  any  particular  difficulty  in  dealing  with  these  leper 
women  ?-— Not  if  they  are  handled  firmly. 

4481.  Is  firmness  all  they  need  ?— There  must  be  kindness  and  firm- 
ness. 

4482.  Do  you  not  think  it  necessary  at  the  same  time  to  make  the 
patients  more  comfortable  and  happy  ? — Most  decidedly.  Such  a  disease  as 
leprosy  deteriorates  morally  as  well  as  physically  in  many  instances. 

4483.  In  what  respect  do  you  mean  ? — They  are  very  irascible  in  their 
temper,  and  they  sink  a  good  bit. 

4484.  Would  you  punish  them  if  firmness  did  uot  answer  would 
deprive  them  of  privileges  to  a  certain  extent.  If  a  woman  for  instance 
struck  another  in  anger,  I  would  keep  her  separate  for  a  few  days, 
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4485.  Would  you  have  certain  regulations  in  that  rospeCt? — t  would 
have  certain  definite  regulations  which  should  be  adlicred  to,  and  while 
enforcing  these.  I  would  try  and  make  the  place  a  little  more  comfortable. 

4486.  Dr.  Merman.']  If  you  had  a  number  of  women  put  together  in 
that  way,  with  the  same  number  of  attendants  and  under  the  same  circum- 
stances, do  you  think  they  would  give  more  trouble  than  these  leper  women 
give  at  present  ? — They  would  give  quite  as  much  and  perhaps  a  little  more. 
It  would  depend  altogether  upon  the  class  of  women.  It  seems  to  me  tha; 
there  are  not  sufficient  regulations  governing  the  place. 

4487.  Have  you  never  seen  any  regulations? — No,  I  have  not.  A  great 
deal  depends  on  the  medical  superintendent  and  the  matron  immediately  in 
charge. 

4488.  Did  you  inspect  the  cooking  arrangements  ? — ^Yes.  I  went  up  to 
the  new  kitchen  and  inspected  it.  ' 

4489.  Chairmaii.~\  With  regard  to  the  visits  of  friends,  have  you  any 
suggestions  to  make  under  that  head ;  would  you  have  any  restrictions,  as 
for  instance  their  only  being  received  in  the  general  day  room  ?~-They  should 
be  received  under  strict  supervision. 

4490.  Would  you  allow  the  patients  to  wander  about  the  island  Avith 
their  friends  ? — Ko,  most  decidedly  not. 

4491.  You  would  have  them  visit  the  patients  in  the  common  day 
room? — Yes,  or  in  the  compound  under  the  supervision  of  the  attendants. 
You  do  not  know  what  is  going  on  unless  that  is  done.  It  struck  me  that  a 
good  deal  more  might  be  done  for  the  women  in  many  ways.  For  instance, 
they  have  to  keep  their  clothcB  in  their  beds,  which  is  not  at  all  proper. 

4492.  I  gather  from  the  views  you  have  expressed  that  you  are  in  favour 
of  segregation  for  leprosy  ? — Yes ;  the  healthy  should  be  separated  from  the 
diseased,  but  I  see  no  reason  why  old  married  couples,  who  are  lepers, 
should  not  be  allowed  to  live  together.  I  think  that  mercy  might  be 
accorded  them. 

4493.  Do  you  think  it  would  ameliorate  their  condition  ? — Yes. 

4494.  You  think  that  might  be  done  after  a  woman  has  passed  the 
child-bearing  period  ? — Yes  ;  it  would  be  a  great  boon  to  them. 

4495.  Why  do  you  believe  in  segregation? — From  my  observations 
among  white  as  well  as  coloured  people,  I  should  say  there  is  no  doubt  if  the 
disease  is  not  contagious  it  is  hereditary,  and  if  the  diseased  are  to  mix  up 
Avith  the  healthy,  I  do  not  see  how  you  are  going  to  check  the  disease. 

4496.  You  think  that  segregation  is  valuable  as  a  check  to  the  disease, 
however  it  arises  ? — Yes.  I  may  say  that  a  good  many  years  ago  up  country 
among  the  Kafirs  those  who  were  leprous  did  not  live  among  the  others. 

4497.  In  what  part  was  that  ?— In  the  Eastern  Province.  There  were 
some  lepers  close  to  Lovedale.  I  may  say  that  I  consulted  Dr.  Stewart 
during  the  last  epidemic  of  small-pox,  and  by  his  directions  I  vaccinated  no 
child  belonging  to  a  leper  family  with  the  same  lancet  that  1  used  for  other 
patients,  even  if  the  taint  of  leprosy  was  very  far  removed  ;  they  were  all 
vaccinated  with  needles,  which  were  destroyed  immediately  afterwards. 

4498.  Have  you  ever  known  of  a  case  of  leprosy  spread  by  vaccina- 
tion ? — No,  1  have  not.  Every  doctor  I  have  known  has  always  taken 
double  precautions  if  leprosy  was  supposed  to  be  in  a  family. 

4499.  They  regarded  it  as  a  probable  cause,  but  precautions  were  taken  ? 
— Yes  ;  it  was  supposed  that  the  disease  might  be  so  easily  communicated. 

4500.  What  form  of  vaccination  did  you  adopt,  arm  to  arm  ? — It  was 
arm  to  arm,  but  the  lymph  was  not  taken  from  the  arm  and  put  into  the 
leper  child's  arm,  I  put  it  on  to  something  else  first.  We  would  not 
vaccinate  from  a  child  whose  uncle,  say,  was  a  leper  and  presumably  healthy 
at  the  time. 

4501.  Dr,  Grcaihead.~\  Had  you  many  cases  of  leprosy  up  country 
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among  the  iCafirs  ?~-There  was  one  family  in  which  there  were  three  or  four 
cases  of  leprosy ;  they  lived  in  a  hut  a  little  distance  away  from  the  others. 
There  was  another  case  of  a  young  girl  about  15.  I  never  quite  understood 
where  she  got  the  disease ;  she  lived  in  a  different  kraal.  The  natives  them- 
selves recognized  that  it  was  not  safe  to  marry  into  a  leper  family. 

4502.  Were  you  in  medical  charge  at  Ijovedale  for  some  time  ? — Yes. 

4503.  Mr  Theal  has  told  us  that  the  leper  village  was  close  by  the 
institution  ?— It  was  not  a  leper  village,  it  was  an  isolated  hut,  and  Mr 
Theal  must  have  made  a  mistake. '  I  know  the  hut  well. 

4604.  Were  there  many  lepers  V — Two  or  tkree. 
!  '^I^'4505.  In  your  travels  on  the  Zambezi  furthur  up,  did  you  come  across 
leprosy  at  all  among  the  Kafirs  ? — There  were  no  Kafirs  on  the  Zambezi  when 
I  was  there.    I  did  not  see  any  leperS. 

4506.  Is  there  leprosy  in  Central  Africa  ? — I  have  hardly  enough  ex- 
perience to  say. 

4507.  How  did  the  lepers  come  to  Lovcdale'^ — They  did  not  come  to 
liovedale.  Lovedale  and  Lovedale  village  are  two  different  places  ;  these 
Kafirs  did  not  belong  to  Lovedale  but  to  the  native  village. 

4508.  Was  leprosy  endemic  there?— I  could  hardly  say  whether  it 
was  endemic.  The  village  was  comparatively  new  and  it  could  hardly  be 
endemic.    I  think  these  leper  Kafirs  came  from  a  distance. 

4509.  JJo  you  think  it  is  advisable  to  go  on  increasing  the  number  of 
lepers  on  Eobbeu  Island  ? — No,  there  are  too  many  there  already,  and  I  have 
said  so  in  my  last  report.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  place  is  getting  over- 
crowded. 

4510.  We  have  been  told  that  there  arc  72  vacancies  on' the  island,  is 
that  so  ? — There  may  be  in  the  male  wards,  but  the  female  wards  are  crowded 
enough. 

4511.  Dr.  Dodds'j  Would  you  go  on  building  new  wards? — ^No.  B 
massing  so  many  patients  together  I  think  you  only  increase  the  maligni 
of  the  disease. 

4512.  Dr.  Edinffto}i.']  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  all  the  lepers  in  o 
asylum  at  Robben  Island  ? — No  ;  they  are  getting  too  many  to  manage,  aii 
it  increases  the  difficulty  of  management  very  greatly. 

4513.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  institutions  in  the  different 
districts  ? — Yes. 

4514.  Would  you  have  them  on  the  same  lines  as  Kobben  Island,  each 
with  a  medical  superintendent  and  all  that  sort  of  Ihing,  or  would  you  have 

I  hem  in  connection  with  some  existing  hospital? — Such  establishments  migW||j 
be  in  connection  with  existing  hospitals,  and  then  you  would  hardly  need  tIP 
have  a  medical  superintendent  living  on  the  place.     Of  course  there  is  the 
question  of  cost. 

4515.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  placing  leper  asylums  in  connection 
:  with  lunatic  asylums  ? — No,  decidedly  not ;  it  would  be  a  very  great  mistake 

and  bad  for  both. 

4516.  ChairmaM.~\  Would  you  have  the  lepers  in  connection  with  exist- 
ing hospitals,  but  in  entirely  separate  buildings? — The  buildings  would 
require  to  be  entirely  separate  and  away  from  the  general  hospital. 

4517.  Dr.  Herman.\  Do  you  think  the  wards  m  the  leper  compound 
for  women  are  satisfactory  ? — No,  they  are  not ;  some  of  them  are  too  small 
and  not  properly  ventilated,  and  J  have  pointed  this  out.  The  buildings 
are  defectively  ventilated  and  badly  designed  and  built,  and  the  back  pre- 
mises are  not  clean. 

4518.  Dr.  Edinfftofi.']  Do  you  think  the  roofs  are  too  low  ? — Some  are. 
I  also  noticed  a  great  scarcity  of  proper  brushes  and  brooms  to  keep  the  place 
clean.  When  I  went  over  some  of  the  rooms  were  decorated  with  spiders'  woby. 
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4519.  Dr.  Herman^  How  is  the  atmosphere  of  the  wards  on  cold  days?  wainst-,,, 
— I  have  never  been  over  to  the  island  on  a  very  cold  day, 

4520.  A.rc  your  visits  expected  ? — No,  they  crinnot  tell  I  am  coming  ^^'^^ 
unless  they  have  a  very  big  telescope. 

4521.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  you  any  special  observations  to  make  about 
the  male  leper  wards  ? — I  went  into  the  infirmary  ward  and  found  a  man 
lying  under  his  bed  instead  of  on  it.  I  asked  the  reason  and  was  told  that 
the  attendants  did  not  like  the  patients  lying  on  their  beds  when  they  were 
once  made  up. 

4522.  Who  told  you  that  ? — If  I  remember  rightly  it  was  one  of  the 
Kimberlej^  nurses.  It  is  a  common  rule  in  some  hospitals  not  to  allow  patients 
to  lie  on  the  beds.  Some  of  the  native  patients  prefer  to  lie  on  the  floor  ; 
they  are  accustomed  to  it.  It  seemed  to  me  that  the  male  lepers  had  better 
day  rooms  and  better  accommodation  for  their  clothes  in  the  way  of  lockers 
than  the  Avomen  ;  the  latrines  also  were  in  much  better  order. 

4528.  Chairman.^  Did  the  male  lepers  seem  to  be  fairly  well  contented  ? 
— They  had  not  very  much  time  with  me,  and  I  was  not  alone  when  I  went 
through  the  male  wards,  Mr.  Fitch  was  with  me.  Mr.  Moore  has  told  me 
that  they  comphiined  a  good  deal  to  him.  It  is  when  you  are  alone  with 
the  patients  that  complaints  are  made  mostly. 

Mr.  David  Mudie  examined.  „ 

Bin- id  Mudie. 

4524.  Chairman.'\  Are  you  one  of  the  official  visitors  to  Eobben  Island  ? 
— Yes. 

4525.  Will  you  tell  the  Commission  what  is  the  scope  of  your  duties  ? — 
I  am  supposed  to  inspect  matters  over  at  the  island  and  report. 

4526.  How  long  have  you  been  an  official  visitor  ? — For  three  or  four 
years  ;  five  years  is  the  correct  time. 

4527.  Do  you  visit  the  island  whenever  it  suits  you  at  odd  times  '? — I 
am  supposed  to  make  four  visits  a  year,  but  I  go  without  any  notice  what- 
ever. The  visitors  suit  themselves  and  do  not  go  all  together ;  they  divide 
into  two  or  three  parties. 

4528.  Have  you  inspected  the  island  generally  and  especially  the  leper 
establishment? — When  I  was  first  appointed  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
lepers;  that  has  only  been  for  the  last  six  or  nine  months.  Actually  16 
months  ago. 

4529.  Have  you  visited  the  male  leper  wards  ?—  Yes,  both  the  male 
and  the  female. 

4530.  Have  the  patients  complained  to  you  about  anything? — Yes, 
sometimes  they  have  made  small  complaints,  but  I  have  never  heard  of  any- 
thing very  serious. 

4531.  Do  you  give  the  Government  an  official  report? — Yes;  every 
time  we  visit. 

4532.  ire  those  reports  on  record? — Yes,  I  have  brought  my  last 
report  with  me  (produced.) 

4533.  There  have  been  no  serious  complaints  you  say  ? — They  make 
complaints  about  some  patients  being  treated  better  than  others,  that  they 
do  not  get  enough  matches,  that  the  tea  is  not  as  strong  as  it  ought  to  be, 
and  so  on. 

4534.  Do  they  complain  about  the  meat  at  all  ? — I  have  never  heard 
any  complaints  about  the  food.  I  have  invariably  examined  the  food  to  see 
if  it  was  good. 

4535.  Have  they  complained  about  any  scarcity  of  food  ? — No.  Last 
winter  they  complained  about  scarcity  of  clothing,  especially  the  bed 
clothing. 

4536.  They  have  not  complained  to  you  about  the  quality  of  the  food 
as  a  whole  ? — I<i  o. 

4537.  Nor  about  the  quantity  ? — No. 
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4538.  Have  they  complained  about  the  cooking  ?— No.  The  complaiuts 
are  of  a  very  trivial  nature  and  sometimes  not  worth  taking  much  notice  of. 
They  say  they  do  not  get  enough  matches,  but  I  think  a  box  a  week  quite 
sufficient.    "We  examined  and  tasted  the  tea. 

4639.  Dr.  Edington.']  Do  you  embody  these  complaints  in  your  report? 
— Yes,  any  complaints  which  we  think  at  all  worth  mentioning  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

4540.  Chairman. ^  During  the  time  that  you  have  visited  the  island  have 
any  disturbances  been  brought  to  your  notice  ? — I  have  heard  of  disturbances 
in  an  indirect  way,  but  nothing  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  as  a  visitor. 
I  may  say  that  we  endeavour  on  all  occasion  a  to  get  the  confidence  of  these 
people  and  ask  them  if  they  have  got  anything  to  say.  Occasionally,  also, 
we  ask  the  officials  in  charge,  such  as  the  medical  superintendent,  the  doctor, 
or  the  nurses.  We  give  the  patients  every  opportunity  to  lay  any  grievances 
before  us,  without  being  watched  by  any  officers  of  the  establishment.  That 
means  we  go  our  rounds  unaccompanied  by  any  officer  of  the  institution,] 
thus  giving  ample  opportunity  to  make  complaints  if  desired. 

454  I .  Do  you  ihink  the  wards  are  at  all  overcrowded? — We  complained 
about  the  ventilation  in  our  reports.  The  ventilation  of  the  private  male 
leper  wards  was  very  bad.  We  complained  to  Dr.  Impey  about  the  ven- 
tilation both  in  the  private  and  public  rooms  and  Dr.  Impey  said  he 
would  see  to  it. 

4542.  Have  the  male  lepers  a  certain  amount  of  freedom  ?—- Yes. 

4543.  Have  they  the  means  of  amusing  themselves? — They  have 
perfect  liberty  to  roam  about  everywhere.  I  have  often  pointed  out  that 
a  little  work  would  be  a  good  thing  for  them  if  they  would  do  it. 

4544.  Is  the  staff  large  enough  for  working  the  establishment  satis- 
factorily ? — On  various  occasions  we  have  complained  of  the  want  of  clean- 
liness, especially  in  the  closets  for  the  females ;  they  were  very  dirty. 
The  male  closets  were  also  dirty.  We  complained  about  this  last  year 
and  there  was  some  little  improvement,  but  there  is  still  room  for  more. 

4545.  Are  the  closets  cleaned  sj^stematieally  every  day  ? — The  women 
have  nobody  to  assist  them. 

4546.  Have  the  women  to  empty  the  closets  themselves? — Yes,  they  do 
everything  themselves. 

4547.  Where  do  they  empty  them  ? — I  suppose  the  night-soil  is  buried 
in  the  compound.    I  did  not  ask. 

4548.  Do  not  the  convicts  do  that  ? — Not  that  I  know  of  ;  the  lady  in 
charge  said  that  they  had  to  do  it  themselves.  I  find  in  this  I  was  under  a 
wrong  impression,  convicts  empty  the  night-soil  tubs. 

4549.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  sufficient  number  of  attendants  ? — As  far 
as  the  attendants  go,  I  think  there  are  enough,  but  we  suggested  in  our  last 
report  that  considering  the  number  of  people  on  the  island,  the  medical  staff 
was  not  stroug  enough.  There  are  now  500  odd  lepers  and  about  300  lunatics, 
and  still  the  medical  staff  is  the  same  as  it  was  when  there  were  about  130 
lepers.  In  our  last  report  we  suggested  that  a. lothei'' medical  man  should  he 
appointed,  especially  as  the  superintendent,  Dr.  Impey,  is  very  much  engaged 
in  the  administrative  work,  looking  after  the  island  generally. 

4550.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  has  been  the  result  of  your  report  ? — We 
have  not  heard.    We  seldom  see  any  results  in  less  than  nine  or  twelve  months. 

4551.  i)o  you  find  that  your  recommendations  are  taken  note  of? 
— Sometimes. 

4552.  Would  you  recommend  that  all  your  reports  be  printed  ? — I  do 
not  see  any  reason  why  they  should  notbe  printed,  I  have  here  my  last  report, 
dated  9th  November.  "  We  found  that  the  number  of  patients  on  the  island, 
lepers  and  lunatics  altogether  815,  and  about  100  convicts,  besides  300  to 
400  ordinary  inhabitants,  in  all  over  1200  individuals,  815  of  whom  are  in 
constant  want,  more  or  less,  of  medical  attendance.    There  are  two  medical 
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men  on  the  island,  one  of  whom,  Dr.  Impey,  in  the  general  administration  of 
the  island,  has  many  duties  to  perform,  including  as  we  could  see,  a  large 
amount  of  correspondence.  The  same  number  of  medical  men  was  on  the  T'eb.  22n  ,  i894. 
island  before  the  large  influx  of  lepers  from  neighbouring  states.  On  former 
occasions  we  and  other  official  visitors  have  suggested  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Government  whether  it  was  not  necessary  to  have  a  larger  medical 
staff.  Another  subject  upon  which  we  have  more  than  once  called  attention 
to  is  the  total  want  of  any  accommodation  for  mess  or  social  purposes  for  the 
attendants  in  the  female  lunatic  asylum.  The  class  of  women  who  are 
there  engaged,  and  the  unpleasant  nature  of  many  of  the  duties  they  .have  to 
perform,  demand  from  the  country  they  serve  some  greater  attention  to  their 
social  comforts.  It  is  somewhat  unpleasant  for  us  to  reiterate  suggestions  of 
the  above  kind,  but  so  long  as  we  hold  the  office  we  do,  it  will  be  incumbent 
on  us  to  do  so,  unless  the  recommendations  we  make  are  attended  to  or  some 
sufficient  reason  given  why  they  are  or  should  not  be  cared  for."  That  will 
give  you  some  idea  of  the  suggestions  we  make,  and  it  is  often  a  long  time 
before  they  are  attended  to. 

4553.  Chairman.']  Have  you  heard  of  any  disturbances  on  the  island  on 
anything  like  a  large  scale  ? — Yes,  but  they  have  never  been  brought  to  our 
notice  in  any  official  way.    We  hear  a  good  many  reports. 

4554.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  you  think  at  present  the  system  of  inspection 
is  sufficiently  complete  to  enable  you  to  cover  all  the  ground  and  listen  to  all 
the  complaints  ? — We  devote  a  whole  day  to  Kobben  Island,  and  we  visit 
different  parts  of  the  establisment  at  various  times. 

4555.  The  institution  is  a  very  large  one  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  I  think  that  a 
day  would  be  required  for  each  asylum.  The  lunatics  I  think  are  pretty  well 
attended  to,  but  a  good  deal  of  time  might  be  spent  in  inspecting  the  leper 
wards.    We  are  supposed  to  go  over  to  the  island  once  in  three  months. 

4556.  Do  you  think  the  lunatics  are  better  looked  after  than  the  lepers  ? 
— I  would  not  like  to  say  that.  They  have  been  there  a  longer  time  and  there 
has  been  more  chance  of  getting  things  into  working  order  and  system. 

4557.  Do  you  think  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  they  have  more  attendants 
to  look  after  them  and  that  the  ward  work  is  done  by  the  attendants  and  not 
by  the  patients  ? — There  is  always  a  great  amount  of  cleanliness  about  the 
lunatic  wards,  even  early  in  the  morning,  and  I  have  been  surprised  at  it. 

4558.  If  you  took  the  female  leper  compound  and  compared  it  with  the 
female  lunatic  ward,  would  you  say  there  was  any  great  diif erence  ? — I 
would  say  that  the  lunatics  are  better  attended  to  ;  there  is  more  cleanliness. 
You  have  a  different  kind  of  people  among  the  lunatics  ;  some  of  them  are 
ladies  ;  they  are  better  attended  to  perhaps  than  the  others,  but  throughout 
the  whole  lunatic  establishment  there  is  a  marked  order  and  cleanliness  in 
every  department. 

4559.  Were  you  satisfied  with  the  cleanliness  in  the  male  and  female 
leper  wards '? — On  the  whole  they  were  very  clean,  but  there  is  not  such  an 
appearance  of  thorough  cleanliness  as  in  the  lunatic  wards. 

4560.  Have  you  visited  the  female  leper  compound  ?—  Yes. 

4561.  Dr.  Greathead.  \  Have  you  ever  visited  the  wards  during  meal 
times'? — Yes. 

4562.  Have  you  found  the  food  good  ? — Yes.  There  is  something 
about  the  food  in  my  report.  Everything  no  doubt  wears  its  best  appearance 
while  we  are  there  ;  it  is  only  natural  to  expect  that. 

4563.  Dr.  Herman.]  Looking  to  the  fact  that  the  leper  asylum  is  to  a 
large  extent  a  sick  infirmary,  are  you  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
anangements  for  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  the  patients  are  carried  out  ? 
— If  you  take  into  consideration  the  class  of  patients  you  have  to  deal  with  and 
the  cl:;ss  they  belong  to,  I  think  their  comforts  are  very  well  attended 
to.  ^ 

4564.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Can  you  suggest  anything  to  make  either  the  male  or 
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,.      female  lepers  more  comfortable  ? — I  don't  know  that  I  can.    The  piece  of 
—  ground  m  front  or  the  lemale  leper  wards  is  not  very  pleasant  looking ; 

Feb.  22nd,  1894.  ^gg^jjig  geems  to  be  going  on  there,  and  dirty  water  is  thrown  about.  We 
suggested  that  the  Avashing  place  should  be  removed  away  from  the  imme- 
die) to  jieiglibourliood  of  the  dwellings. 

4G6y.  Dr.  Greaf,headr\  Have  you  noticed  any  bad  smells  when  you  have 
been  going  round  ? — Yes.    We  have  made  a  point  of  going  into  all  the 
closets,  and  there  are  smells  there  of  course. 
4566.  And  in  the  wards  ? — I^o. 

45G7*  Dr.  Dodds.']  Did  you  ever  visit  the  old  wards  ? — Xever  in  an 
official  capacity. 

456S.  On  the  whole,  are  you  fairly  satisfied  with  the  conditioQ  you 
fmand  things  in  ? — Yes,  quite.  A  little  more  attention  to  our  suggestions 
might  be  paid  than  is  sometimes  the  case, 

4569.  Dr.  Greatlieud.']  Does  the  island  strike  you  as  being  a  suitable 
place  for  lepers  ? — 1  think  the  island  is  a  very  good  place  both  for  lunatics 
and  lepers,  although  I  know  that  some  of  my  friends  do  not  agree  with  me, 
especially  as  regards  the  lunatics. 

4570.  Do  yon  think  it  advisable  to  remove  the  lepers  to  the  mainland  ? 
There  may  be  reasons  why  it  woiild  be  advisable,  for  the  sake  of  the  patients 

.  or  for  the  sake  of  their  friends  who  are  anxious  to  see  them,  but  on  the 
other  hand,  if  you  wish  to  carry  out  the  system  of  segregation  fully  they 
are  better  on  the  island  than  on  the  mainland,  I  should  say. 

4571.  Chairman.']^  Do  you  regard  the  climate  of  the  island  as  good  ? — 
Yes,  I  think  so.  I  have  often  thought  that  if  I  had  any  duties  to  perform 
I  would  not  mind  living  there. 

4572.  Have  the  lepers  complained  at  all  about  the  climate  ? — No  ;  their 
great  complaint  is  that  they  are  separated  from  their  friends.  We  often 
find  them  bursting  into  tears,  especially  those  who  have  children,  husbands, 
or  wives.  That  is  the  only  thing  practically  that  they  complain  about,  the 
other  complaints  are  comparatively  of  a  trifling  nature. 

4573.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  Do  they  complain  at  all  about  not  having  facili- 
ties for  seeing  their  friends  and  relations  ? — That  is  one  of  the  things  they 
complain  of. 

4574.  Do  they  complain  as  to  there  being  any  difficulty  in  getting 
pai3ses  ? — I  have  never  heard  anything  about  that. 

4575.  Chairman,']  Do  they  complain  to  you  about  the  dust,  glare,  heat, 
cold  or  wind  ? — No. 

4576.  Nor  about  the  food? — No.  When  I  was  last  there  the  dinner 
was  just  about  to  be  served  out  from  the  kitchen.  There  was  pea  soup, 
which  appeared  to  be  good  and  wholesome,  roast  meat,  some  portions  of  which 
looked  rather  dry  and  bony,  good  vegetables,  and  so  on,  and  there  was  no 
complaint  made.  I  mentioned  that  in  my  last  report.  I  myself  generally 
enjoy  some  of  the  soup  if  I  am  there  at  dinner  time.  Everything  was  very 
good,  taking  it  all  round. 

4577.  Have  you  ever  noticed  the  meat  bad? — No. 

4578.  Dr.  Greathcad.~\  Do  the  lepers  seem  to  enjoy  their  food,  so  far  as 
you  have  seen  ? — Yes,  on  the  whole  they  look  very  happy.  I  generally  find 
them  laughing  and  enjoying  themselves.  1  hey  may  make  a  few  com- 
plaints, but  substantially  they  have  not  much  to  complain  of. 

4579.  Dr.  Herman.'^  Have  you  any  regulations  to  guide  you  in 
making  your  inspections  ? — No. 

4580.  Do  you  think  that  advisable  ? — I  do  not  know  what  we  could 
do  with  regulations.  Some  suggestions  might  be  made  as  to  particular 
things  to  be  done,  but  we  try  to  make  our  visits  and  reports  complete 
as  far  as  possible. 


Dr.  Dixon  further  examined.  j  p^j^,^. 

4581.  Chairman.']  Are  you  of  opinion  that  lepers  should,  under  any  22°^- 
eircumstanoes,  be  allowed  to  he  at  large  in  auy  coudition  or  in  any  form  01 

stage  of  the  disease  ?~IS'o.  unless  under  restrictions. 

4582.  With  reference  to  Robben  Island,  do  you  think  it  offers  a  good 
placo  for  carrying  out  segregation  ? — Yes,  on  a  limited  scale. 

4583.  \Ve  understand  that  there  are  on  the  island  at  present  about 
1,200  people,  including  the  lunatics  and  lepers ;  is  that  the  limit,  in  your 
opinion  ? — I  should  say  that  the  limit  was  overstepped  already. 

4584.  Would  you  have  auy  further  buildings  put  up  ? — No,  I  should 

not. 

4585.  Dr.  Herman.']  Why  would  you  not  put  all  the  lepers  on  the 
island  ? — T  think  the  greater  number  of  persons  you  put  in  a  limited  space 
the  more  you  foster  the  sense  of  confinement  and  limitation.  I  think  it  is 
a  great  act  of  inhnnianity  to  put  600  lepers  on  B,obben  Island. 

45h0.  Jn  some  asylums  you  have  a  much  larger  number,  have  you  not? 
— But  then  there  is  a  innch  larger  available  area  ;  the  patients  are  not  all 
crowded  together  in  a  limited  space.  If  there  was  more  room,  there  would  not 
be  the  same  feeling  of  restriction.  I  think  also  that  from  a  sanitary  point 
of  view  it  is  very  dangerous  to  concentrate  so  mamy  infected  people  together, 
nor  is  there  anything  to  justify  bringing  patients  such  a  long  distance  from 
their  homes.    I  have  spoken  very  strongly  about  that. 

4587.  Chairman.[_  Do  you  think  600  would  be  about  the  limit? — I 
think  600  patients  all  told  would  be  the  outside  limit. 

4588.  Is  there  danger  not  only  to  the  mental  condition  of  the  patients 
but  also  in  so  far  as  the  soil  is  likely  to  become  contaminated  and  thereby 
the  general  health  affected  ?~Yes. 

4Ti89.  What  was  the  population  before  your  time  ? — I  could  not  say 
exactly. 

4590.  Have  there  been  any  epidemics  of  disease  ? — Typhoid  fever  has 
been  endemic  on  the  island  for  a  long  time.  My  feeling  may  be  chimerical, 
but  I  cannot  resist  the  idea  that  if  so  many  lepers  are  put  on  the  island  the 
disease  may  become  endemic  there. 

4591.  Would  that  be  a  source  of  danger  to  the  mainland? — I  do  not 
think  so. 

4592.  Would  it  be  a  source  of  danger  to  the  attendants  only  ? — Yes. 

4593.  Dr.  Herman.]  What  reason  have  you  for  supposing  that  leprosy 
could  become  endemic  in  the  way  you  speak  of  ? — The  smaller  the  area  over 
Avhich  a  large  number  of  people  is  distributed  and  the  smaller  the  area  avail- 
aule  for  their  movements,  the  more  concentrated  must  be  everything  that 
comes  from  them  that  might  be  a  source  of  infection ;  it  is  spread  over  so 
much  less  ground. 

4594.  Have  you  found  that  so  in  practice  as  well  as  theory? — The 
establishment  on  a  large  scale  has  not  been  in  existence  long  enough  yet. 

4595.  have  you  got  any  facts  on  which  you  can  base  your  opinion  ? — 
Ivo  ;  it  is  only  an  opinion. 

4596.  In  some  of  the  wards  there  are  healthy  children  among  the  female 
patients  and  there  are  the  ward  attendants,  the  disease  has  not  spread  among 
them,  has  it?- -That  may  be  so,  but  if  you  saturate  the  island  with  leprosy 
so  to  speak,  it  must  ultimately  become  a  source  of  danger  in  my  opinion. 

4597.  Dr,  Dodds.]  You  think  that  is  a  danger  that  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered ? — Yes. 

4508.  Dr.  Greathead.]  Do  not  you  consider  it  dangerous  to  put  so  many 
people  together  who  might  possibly  combine  in  case  of  a  disturbance  ? — I 
think  so  certainly.    I  urged  that  strongly  in  one  of  my  reports. 

4599.  Dr.  Dodds.]  In  your  time  were  there  any  disturbances? — No; 
we  had  not  any. 
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J  f!^xsv  4600.  Dr.  Herman.']  You  had  comparatively  speaking  few  lepers  in 

"—  your  time,  had  you  not? — Yes,  I  do  not  think  more  than  150. 

Feo.  22n(i,  1894.  4601.  Have  you  anything  to  prove  that  leprosy  can  become  endemic  by 

pollution  of  the  soil  ? — ^o.  I  only  formed  the  impression  that  ought  to  be 
taken  into  consideration,  I  cannot  give  any  definite  instance,  but  it  is  a  point 
of  view  that  ought  not  to  be  disregarded. 

4602.  Do  not  you  think  the  facts  that  have  come  out  on  Eobben  Island 
for  the  last  two  years  are  sufficient  to  aegative  that  ? — The  period  is  too  short. 

4003.  Chairmaa.']  As  regards  the  climate  of  Eobben  Island,  do  you 
think  it  exercises  a  prejudicial  influence  on  the  lepers  ? — I  can  hardly  think 
that. 

4604.  Would  it  exercise  a  prejudicial  influence  on  healthy  people  ? — I 
think  not. 

4605.  Do  you  regard  the  climate  as  fairly  healthy  ? — Yes,  distinctly. 

4606.  Is  there  any  drawback  from  the  soil  or  the  wind  ? — A  light  soil 
coupled  with  brilliant  sunshine  must,  I  think,  be  a  good  factor.  If  the  soil 
was  moist  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  island  would  be  worse.  As  for  the 
wind,  it  may  be  unpleasant,  but  it  is  not  unhealthy. 

4607.  Is  the  water  supply  good  ? — IS^o ;  it  is  always  deficient  and  a 
soource  of  trouble. 

4608.  Could  that  be  overcome  ? — The  late  Mr.  Bain  and  myself  were  of 
opinion  that  a  deep  artesian  boring  somewhere  in  the  centre  of  the  island 
would  be  a  good  thing. 

4609.  Was  that  attempted  ? — It  was  attempted  on  one  of  the  spots 
indicated  by  Mr.  Bain. 

4610.  With  what  result  ? — I  do  not  think  it  was  successful;  the  sand 
was  s   very  thick. 

4611.  You  think  the  climate  of  the  island  on  the  whele  rather  beneficial 
than  otherwise  ? — Yes,  I  do  not  think  the  boring  theory  has  been  at  all  fairly 
tested  ;  it  might  be  more  fully  gone  into.  That  is  a  matter  that  is  still  avail- 
able for  investigation. 

4612.  Would  more  water  be  a  great  acquisition  to  the  island  ? — Yes. 

4613.  Could  tree  planting  be  carried  on  do  you  think? — I  think  it 
could.  That  is  a  matter  that  is  somewhat  mixed  up  with  the  water  supply. 
There  are  certain  trees  which  do  well  after  the  first  year  if  they  can  be 
irrigated  during  that  period. 

4614.  Dr.  Herman.']  Does  the  existence  of  so  many  rabbits  on  the 
island  interfere  at  all  with  tree  planting  or  the  cultivation  of  trees  ? — I 
hardly  think  they  are  numerous  enough  for  that. 

4615.  Do  not  you  think  that  trees,  shrubs  and  grass  would  be  much 
more  abundant  on  the  island  if  the  rabbits  were  exterminated  ? — I  do  not 
think  it  would  make  any  great  difference.  They  are  not  so  numerous  as 
all  that.  They  are  a  good  deal  located.  The  great  foe  to  anything  like  bush 
plantation  is  the  fact  that  the  lepers  pull  up  every  bit  of  stick  and  shrub  they 
can  get  hold  of.  In  my  time,  although  there  were  only  about  140  lepers, 
they  were  very  mischievious  in  that  direction. 

4616.  For  what  reason  ? — Their  chief  pastime  is  fishing,  and  they  cooJt 
the  fish  in  the  open  air,  for  which  purpose  they  pull  up  the  bushes  so  as  to 
make  a  fire.  You  cannot  prevent  them  doing  that  unless  you  have  a  staff 
specially  told  off  for  the  purpose. 

4617.  In  your  time  was  coal  supplied  to  heat  the  wards? — The  wards 
were  heated  with  Mupgrave's  slow  combustion  stoves.  That  was  done  ou 
purpose,  so  that  the  lepers  should  not  be  able  to  cook  in  the  wards,  as  it  made 
such  a  mess.  > 

4618.  For  heating  the  wards  in  winter,  were  not  they  forced  to  go  out 
and  get  out  wood  ? — jSTo.  Coke  and  coal  were  supplied  from  the  mainland 
practically  ad  libitum. 

4619.  Was  the  supply  to  the  leper  wards  very  short  ?«— No;  it  was 
practically  unlimited. 
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1:620.  Chainnau.']  Have  there  been  ao}'  new  buildings  erected  since      ^  j^mt, 
yciur  time  ? — Yes.    Three  were  partially  completed  that  have  since  been 
finished,  and  I  think  two  entirely  new  ones  have  been  built. 

4621.  Were  you  on  the  island  at  the  time  those  buildings  were  com- 
menced ? — Yes.  Nearly  all  the  buildings  were  commenced  that  are  there 
now,  but  they  have  since  been  completed. 

4622.  You  know  exactly  what  they  are  like  ? — Yes.    I  drew  the  plans 
for  them  all,  and  I  know  exactly  how  they  are  arranged. 

4623.  Dr.  Herman?^  What  was  the  object  in  arranging  them  in  that 
particular  way  ? — So  that  the  sea  view  shoxild  should  not  be  shut  out,  and 
there  is  also  a  good  air  sj)ace  between  each  block. 

4624.  Does  that  apply  to  the  female  part  also  ? — I  forget  exactly  but 
I  think  so. 

4625.  Are  the  female  wards  of  modern  construction  ?— The  largest 
new  ward  was  just  finished  when  I  left  the  island.  We  had  a  ward  that 
would  contain  some  40  persons  when  I  left,  and  we  finished  another  large 
ward,  of  which  I  forget  the  capacity  just  now.  It  was  finished  before  I  left, 
and  the  plan  was  in  for  further  extensions. 

4626.  Chairman.']  Are  you  unable  to  speak  definitely  as  to  the  present 
arrangements  ? — I  know  that  buildings  have  been  erected.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  present  disciplinary  and  administrative  arrangements  are. 

4627.  Dr.  Dodds.]  When  you  left  the  island  were  there  any  improve- 
ments in  the  administration  that  you  were  about  to  introduce  ? — There  were 
some  nursing  arrangements  under  consideration  as  far  ar  I  remember,  and  I 
believe  I  sent  in  a  plan  for  a  nurses'  residence,  which  they  have  since  got.  I 
forget  now  whether  the  plan  got  beyond  our  drawing  office,  or  whether  I 
submitted  it  to  the  Colonial  Office.  There  was  also  a  plan  for  arrangements 
in  regard  to  washing  the  lepers  clothing  by  steam  machinery,  in  fact  an  order 
was  sent  to  the  Agent  General  for  the  machinery.  That  was  shortly  before 
I  left  the  Island.    1  also  sent  in  the  details  for  a  new  kitchen. 

4628.  Do  you  think  it  advisable  that  there  should  be  a  large  dining 
room,  or  do  you  think  it  best  for  the  patients  to  dine  in  separate  wards  ? — I 
thought  it  better  that  they  should  dine  in  the  wards,  that  is  in  the  day  room 
attached  to  the  wards. 

4629.  Had  you  submitted  any  proposals  for  the  accommodation  of  leper 
convicts  ? — I  submitted  a  plan  for  a  small  set  of  cells,  with  an  airing  court 
yard  more  or  less  adjoining  the  leper  settlement  itself,  so  that  the  same  atten- 
dant would  be  available,  and  the  meals  could  be  cooked  in  the  new  kitchen. 

4630.  Dr.  Herman.']  During  the  time  that  you  were  in  charge,  were 
there  many  cases  of  non-lepers  being  confined  with  lepers  ? — My  impression 
is  that  there  were  about  a  dozen  in  2^  years. 

4  331.  How  did  they  come  to  be  placed  with  the  lepers? — I  do  not 
speak  of  patients  placed  in  the  leper  wards,  but  of  patients  sent  as  lepers  to 
the  island  and  sent  back  to  the  mainland  again. 

4632.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Was  the  Leprosy  Eepression  Act  promulgated  at 
that  time  ? — No. 

4633.  Did  the  patients  go  to  Robben  Island  voluntarily  ? — I  suppose 
they  did. 

4634.  Dr.  Herman.]  How  would  you  propose  to  avoid  doubtful  cases 
being  forwarded  through  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital '? — I  think  the  only  way 
would  be  to  have  a  small  probationary  ward  on  the  mainland,  and  a  medical 
Board  to  adjudicate  upon  all  cases. 

4636.  Under  what  conditions  would  you  allow  the  friends  and  relatives 
of  patients  to  visit  them  ;  should  they  be  allowed  to  visit  freely  ?— I  would 
make  it  a  stringent  condition  that  they  did  not  bring  any  broken  food  or  fruit 
away. 

4636.  Would  you  allow  them  to  mingle  with  the  lepers,  kiss  them  and 
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shake  hands  with  them  and  go  into  their  wards  ? — The  kissing  is  certainly  un- 
desirable ;  shaking  hands  could  not  do  much  harm  I  think, 

4637.  During  the  tinio  you  were  on  the  island,  were  there  any  restrictions 
placed  on  friends  and  relatives  in  that  way  ? — In  some  cases  they  were  warned 
if  T  remember  right. 

4638.  Is  there  any  possibility  of  carrying  out  those  restrictions  if  you  allow 
relatives  and  friends  to  come  together  ? — You  cannot  altogether  do  it,  but  I  think 
the  removal  of  broken  victuals  and  fruit  could  be  guar'^ed  against,  1  found 
in  my  time  that  fruit  was  taken  away  that  had  been  given  to  the  lepers,  in  fact 
the  lepers  accepted  fruit  with  the  idea  of  giving  it  away  to  their  friends,  they 
liked  to  show  a  little  hospitality  and  gave  away  all  sorts  of  things. 

4639.  Did  they  sell  curiosities  to  visitors  ? — I  do  not  think  they  did  in 
my  time. 

4G40.  Did  they  make  book  markers  and  things  of  that  sort  to  sell  ? — ISTo  ; 
not  to  my  knowledge, 

4641.  ChainnanP\  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Leprosy  Ilepression  Act 
in  a  general  way  ?^ — Yes. 

4642.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  its  working  ? — I  believe  the  field 
cornet  has  to  bring  every  case  of  leprosy  to  the  notice  of  the  magistrate  and 
then  the  district  surgeon  is  called  in  to  certify. 

4643.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a  Board  to  examine  and 
decide  upon  all  cases  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

4644.  Chairman.]  Would  you  also  have  for  doubtful  cases  a  probationary 
receiving  house  ? — It  would  be  very  wise  to  have  that.  I  have  seen  very 
great  differences  of  opinion  even  among  experienced  men. 

4645.  At  present  only  one  medical  man  has  to  certify;  would  you  be  in 
favour  of  having  two  as  in  cases  of  lunacy? — I  think  considering  the 
importance  of  the  matter  I  would  do  so.  It  is  a  thing  that  may  iuvoh^e 
incarceration  for  life. 

4646.  Would  you  have  all  cases  submitted  to  the  Board  iinally  ? — Yes, 
before  being  sent  to  the  island  or  committed  definitely  to  any  asylum. 

4647.  What  would  you  do  in  doubtful  cases  ? — The  Board  would  have 
power  to  order  any  case  which  in  their  orinion  was  doubtful  to  be  placed  in 
a  probationary  establishment  and  brought  forward  again  at  any  period  they 
might  appoint. 

4648.  Would  you  fix  any  period  of  time  by  which  the  Board  should  be 
called  upon  to  pronounce  its  opinion  ? — The  Board  should  decide  within  six 
months. 

4G49,  Would  it  be  necessary  to  have  a  very  large  building  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  probationary  ward  '? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  it  would  seldom 
contain  more  than  a  dozen  patients  at  any  one  time. 

4650.  You  think  that  would  be  ample  accommodation? — T  should  fancy  so. 

4651.  Dr.  Greathead~\  Would  you  make  the  notification  of  lepers 
compulsory  ? — Yes,  t  think  so  on  all  medical  practitioners  generally. 

4651.  Would  you  make  it  compulsory  also  on  householders? — That 
would  throw  the  onus  of  diagnosis  on  the  householder. 

4652.  Dr.  Edin(jton.~\  You  might  say  anyone  harbouring  a  leper  know- 
ing the  nature  of  the  disease  ? — Yes,  there  might  be  some  clause  to  that 
effect.  I  believe  that  lepers  are  hidden  as  a  matter  of  fact  at  the  pre- 
sent time. 

4653.  Would  you  be  in  favor  of  the  compulsory  registration  of  all 
cases  of  leprosy? — Yes,  it  would  be  very  desirable. 

4654.  In  cases  where  a  person  has  been  taken  up  as  a  suspect  and 
discharged  after  examination,  would  you  have  registration  there  ? — I 
think  so  in  view  of  two  or  three  cases  I  have  seen.  It  should  be  re- 
gistered as  a  suspected  case  in  contra-distinction  to  a  pronounced  case. 

4655.  All  cases  in  point  of  fact  should  be  brought  before  the  leprosy 
Board?— Yes 
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4656.  Chairman.^  In  dealing  with  fugitive  lepers  from  adjacent  States, 
should  the  same  regulations  be  applicable  ? — Yes.  They  should  apply 
in  all  cases  whether  they  came  from  neighbouring  States  or  not. 

4657.  What  would  you  propose  in  the  case  of  Kafir  locations? — I 
would  call  upon  the  inspector  of  th©  location  or  the  headman  to  notify 
suspected  cases. 

4658.  Dr.  Greathead.~\  Have  you  ever  found  any  difficulty  in  punish- 
ing lepers  for  common  law  offences  ?— We  only  had  one  case  of  assault 
with  a  knife.  There  was  a  room  at  the  back  of  the  male  asylum  which 
we  used  as  a  cell,  and  the  culprit  was  in  there  for  a  fortnight.  He 
walked  out  every  day  with  an  attendant  for  exercise. 

4659.  The  Police  Offences  Act  does  not  apply  on  Robben  Island,  does  it ; 
they  can  commit  offences  with  impunity,  as  there  is  no  law  to  punish 
them  ? — In  my  time  we  never  had  any  serious  difficulty  in  that  way. 
I  incarcerated  the  man  I  have  just  referred  to,  and  I  reported  the  case 
to  the  Colonial  Secretary.  He  evidently  committed  the  act  under  mental 
perturbation,  and  it  was  necessary  to  keep  him  under  observation  for  a 
time.  I  may  say  that  he  was  a  most  exemplary  character  during  the 
remainder  of  the  time  I  was  on  the  island. 


Cape  Tovm,  Friday,  2Srd  Frbruary,  1894. 
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Dr.  Hoffman, 
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Mr.  W.  E.  Moore  examined. 

Mr. 

4660.  Chairman.']  Are  you  one  of  the  official  visitors  to  Robben  Island  ?      ^-  ^■f"'"'- 

— I  am.  Feb.  23rd,  1894. 

4661.  When  you  were  appointed,  were  any  special  instructions  laid 
down  for  your  guidance  ? — No. 

4662.  Your  duties  were  not  defined  ? — No. 

4663.  How  long  have  you  been  a  visitor  to  the  island  ? — Several  years 
before  I  was  appointed  I  used  to  visit  the  island  unofficially. 

4664.  What  method  did  you  generally  pursue  with  reference  to  your 
visits,  did  you  give  noti^-e  that  you  were  coming  ? — No  notice  whatever  is 
given.    If  possible,  I  endeavour  to  make  surprise  visits. 

4665.  Have  you  visited  every  part  of  the  island  ? — Yes. 

4666.  Have  you  visited  both  the  male  and  the  female  asylums  ? — Yes, 
from  one  end  to  the  other. 

4667.  Have  any  grievances  been  brought  to  your  notice  by  the  lepers, 
take  the  males  first  of  all  ? — Their  one  great  complaint  is  that  they  want  to 
go  home.  They  complain  that  they  have  been  torn  away  from  their 
families  and  friends  ;  they  say  they  have  committed  no  crime  and  they  desire 

'  to  be  restored  to  their  families.    Sometimes  the  maie  lepers  have  complained 
of  inadequate  food. 

4668.  Do  they  complain  of  the  quality  of  the  food? — Yes. 

I        4669.  In  what  respect? — They  say  the  meat  is  indifferent,  and  from 

[a  10-'94.] 
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w  1'^ Moore  Specimens  shown  me  I  should  certainly  say  it  was  not  suitable  to  the 

"1-      '     requirements  of  persons  suffering  from  such  a  disease  as  leprosy. 
Feb  23rci,  1894  .  4  6  7  0.  Was  it  too  lean  ? — It  was  dried  up  and  there  was  no  nourishment 

in  it.  I  cannot  say  that  is  the  case  always  ;  I  only  saw  specimens  during 
my  visits. 

4671.  You  thought  their  complaints  were  substantiated  on  these  occa- 
sions by  the  specimens  shown  you  ? — Yes  ;  there  was  too  much  bone  in  the 
meat,  and  it  was  dried  up. 

4672.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  no  allowance  is  made  for  bone,  is 
that  so  ? — I  could  not  say  :  there  ought  to  be  certainly. 

4673.  What  was  the  quality  of  the  vegetables  you  saw? — They  were 
good. 

4674.  Did  they  complain  about  the  vegetables  ? — They  complained  that 
they  were  all  mixed  up.  Of  course  it  is  very  difficult  sometimes  to  please 
that  class  of  people. 

4675.  Were  there  any  complaints  about  the  t<^a,  coffee  and  sugar? — 
Yes,  I  should  say  the  quality  was  indifferent.  The  sugar  was  fair,  quite  as 
good  as  they  would  be  accustomed  to  get  in  their  own  homes. 

4676.  As  regards  the  cooking,  were  you  of  opinion  that  that  was  good  ? 
— I  went  and  saw  the  cook  and  he  said  he  did  the  best  he  possibly  could 
with  the  material  placed  at  his  disposal.  He  stated  that  he  had  to  cook  for 
over  three  hundred  patients,  and  as  the  kitchen  range  was  limited,  he  had  to 
begin  early  and  cook  by  instalments,  and  to  prevent  the  first  batch  becoming 
cold  he  had  to  keep  it  in  tins  over  the  stove,  which  was  the  cause  of  the  meat 
being  dried  up. 

4677.  How  many  cooks  were  there  for  the  male  leper  wards  ? — I  only 
noticed  one  cook  for  something  like  300  male  patients. 

4678.  Had  he  to  get  the  meals  ready  for  all  the  patients  simultaneously  ? 
— He  should,  but  for  the  reasons  stated  he  has  to  do  it  in  batches. 

4679.  Do  the  kitchen  arrangements  allow  of  his  cooking  for  that  number 
at  once,  or  would  he  have  to  cook  in  batches  ? — Eor  the  reasons  stated,  better 
accommodation  and  appliances  are  certainly  wanted  for  preparing  the  food  for 
such  a  large  number  of  people. 

4680.  Has  the  cook  any  assistants? — Only  one  assistant  and  some  of  the 
lepers  themselves. 

4681 .  Is  the  cook  himself  a  healthy  man  ? — He  appears  to  be  a  healthy 

man. 

4682.  And  are  all  his  assistants  lepers  ? — I  saw  one  healthy  man  in  the 
place,  and  a  number  of  leper  assistants  helping  in  the  kitchen. 

4683.  Did  the  cook  complain  of  want  of  help  ? — Yes. 

4684.  Were  you  able  to  ascertain  the  exact  number  of  helpers  he  had  ? 
— I  did  not  enquir-e  into  that ;  in  a  matter  of  that  kind  we  report  generally ; 
in  the  matter  of  food  and  the  comfort  of  the  patients  we  go  more  into  detail 
when  reporting  to  the  Government. 

4685.  Are  your  reports  available  ? — Yes  ;  they  arc  all  available. 

4686.  Do  you  send  them  in  to  the  Government  ? — Yes ;  every  time  we 
go  to  the  island  we  send  in  a  report.  Our  instructions  are  to  visit  not  less 
than  four  times  a  year. 

4687.  Do  you  visit  generally  about  four  times  a  year  ?— Yes ;  sometimes 
more  than  that. 

4688.  Was  there  anything  else  that  struck  you  as  to  the  food  and  cook- 
ing ? — No.    I  think  that  embraces  all. 

4689.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Do  the  patients  get  butter  and  fat  ? — They  do  get 
butter,  but  as  far  as  I  could  judge  of  what  I  saw,  wha*:  was  supplied  was 
of  an  inferior  quality  aLll  round. 

4690.  Chairman']  Did  you  think  the  food  they  got  was  as  good  as  such 
people  would  be  likely  to  have  in  their  own  homes  ? — That  might  be  so  with 
some,  but  not  with  others. 
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4691.  Dr.  Fi'smer.']  Did  they  make  auy  complaint  about  the  bread ? — No; 
'the  bread  is  very  good.    I  do  not  think  that  better  bread  can  be  obtained 
anywhere. 

461)2.  Chairman?^  Was  the  food  supplied  to  the  paying  patients  up  to 
the  proper  standard  ? — At  first  they  complained,  but  afterwards  there  was 
an  improvement  and  they  state  that  they  are  fairlj^  Vfell  served  now. 

4693.  Did  they  complain  about  the  meat  ? — Yes ;  they  said  it  was 
badly  prepared.  I  believe  they  had  on  that  account  a  small  paraffin  stove 
of  their  own  for  a  time. 

4694.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  deficiency  of  butter  and  fat  ? — I  did  not 
go  into  that. 

4696.  I  suppose  the  paying  patients  can  get  anything  extra  if  they 
want  it  ? — I  presume  so. 

4696.  They  did  not  complain  on  those  grounds? — No. 

4697.  Do  you  think  the  food  was  badly  cooked  on  the  whole? — What 
I  saw  was  badly  cooked.  I  should  be  sorry  to  eat  it  myself  ;  there  seemed 
to  be  no  juice  or  nourishment  in  the  meat  and  too  much  bone. 

4698.  Br.  Dodds.~\  Did  you  visit  the  wards  at  meal  time  ? — Yes,  iu  the 
middle  of  the  day  when  they  were  assembled  for  dinner. 

4699.  Was  inferior  cooking  the  general  characteristic  ? — I  cannot  say. 
I  only  saw  specimens.  Plates  of  food  were  brought  to  me  containing  a  couple 
of  pieces  of  dry  roasted  meat,  with  no  juice  in  it  and  a  little  rice  and  cabbage. 
Whether  the  patient  had  eaten  -dwy  of  it  already  I  cannot  say ;  I  only  know 
he  said,  "that  is  my  dinner," 

4700.  Were  there  others  taking  dinner  at  the  same  time  ? — Some  had 
just  finished  and  others  were  finishing. 

4701.  Have  you  ever  gone  round  when  they  were  actually  at  their 
meals  ? — Yes.  I  have. 

4702.  Did  the  meat  then  seem  to  be  as  bad  as  the  specimen  shown  you  ? 
— Not  as  a  whole  but  the  quantity  of  food  I  saw  was  ver}'  small  for  a  hungry 
man.  I  would  not  think  of  supplying  my  own  servants  with  such  a  small 
quantity,  they  would  not  be  satisfied. 

4703.  Chairman.^  Have  you  seen  the  diet  scale  ? — No. 

4704.  You  do  not  know  what  it  is? — No. 

4705.  Can  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  whether  the  full  diet  scale  was 
represented  by  Avhat  you  saw? — No;  I  may  say  that  the  visitors  where 
appointed  first  of  all  to  visit  the  lunatic  asylum,  and  when  the  lepers  were 
sent  over  to  the  island,  the  Government  asked  us  to  undertake  their 
inspection  also.  I  know  I  have  gone  over  and  been  on  my  feet  from  the 
time  that  I  landed  until  the  time  the  steamer  started,  with  the  exception  of 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  for  lunch.  1  could  not  overtake  the  whole  of  the  work 
in  one  visit. 

4706.  Dr.  Hojfman.']  Were  there  not  complaints  about  the  vegetables? 
— On  the  occasion  1  refer  to  when  the  man  showed  me  his  dinner,  I  saw 
only  a  small  quantity  of  vegetables,  not  what  should  have  been  supplied,  but 
upon  the  whole  1  believe  that  they  are  fairly  well  supplied  with  vegetables. 

4707.  Was  the  variety  sufiicient  do  you  think  ? — Yes. 

4708.  Was  the  quality  bad  ? — No  ;  the  vegetables  were  fairly  good. 

4709.  Do  you  get  any  fruit  during  the  season  ? — I  have  never  seen  any 
except  what  I  may  have  taken  over  myself  or  sent  over. 

4710.  Do  they  get  salt  fish  or  salt  meat?  — I  do  not  know. 

4711.  Chairman.]  What  opinion  did  you  form  as  to  the  housing  of  the 
leper  patients,  and  the  ventilation  and  cleanliness  of  the  wards  ? — I  think 
the  new  buildings  are  properly  ventilated.  These  people  from  the  nature  of 
the  disease  seem  to  feel  the  cold  very  intensely  and  object  to  much 
ventilation. 

4712.  Are  the  rooms  only  ventilated  by  means  of  the  windows  — Yes; 
I  think  we  reported  once  in  regard  to  the  female  ward  that  there  should  be 
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E^Moore      ventllators  in  the  roof ;  that  had  been  neglected.    I  never  noticed  anything 
—  particularly  defective  about  the  ventilation  in  the  male  wards, 

lei .  23id,  1894.  4713.  "When  you  passed  through  the  dormitories  were  the  doors  and 

windows  open  and  the  patients  some  of  them  still  in  bed  ? — Yes. 

47]  4.  Did  those  in  bed  complain  of  the  draught  when  the  windows  were 
open  ? — No  ;  there  were  no  complaints. 

4715.  Did  you  consider  that  the  wards  were  at  all  overcrowded.? — 
Considering  the  nature  of  the  disease,  I  think  they  were  somewhat  over- 
crowded. In  the  ordinary  sense  one  would  not  say  they  were  overcrowded, 
but  persons  suffering  from  leprosy  require  plenty  of  room. 

47 IG.  Did  you  form  any  idea  as  to  the  cubic  space  of  air  which  each 
patient  had  ? — No  ;  I  did  not. 

4717.  Did  you  consider  the  sleeping  accommodation  good  ? — I  think  so, 
but  there  was  no  place  for  putting  spare  clothing  and  so  on  in.  I  have  seen 
the  things  lying  on  the  floor,  and  there  seemed  to  be  nothing  done  to 
encourage  tidiness  and  cleanliness  among  the  patients. 

4718.  Do  you  think  the  dormitories  would  get  very  close  at  night 
when  all  the  windows  were  shut  ? — Yes. 

4719.  To  that  extent  the  ventilation  was  defective,  you  think  ? — Yes. 

4720.  There  might  be  an  objection  to  open  the  windows  when  patients 
were  suffering  from  acute  illness,  might  there  not  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  seen  that 
in  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital. 

4721.  As  regards  the  sleeping  wards  generally,  did  you  form  the  opinion 
that  they  were  kept  clean  ? — At  times  I  have  seen  them  clean  and  on  other 
occasions  anything  but  clean. 

4722.  Did  you  see  any  food  served  in  the  sleeping  wards  at  all  ? — No. 

4723.  You  saw  no  remains  of  food  ? — No.    I  did  not  notice  anything. 

4724.  Did  you  enquire  as  to  whether  there  was  any  system  for  clean- 
ing out  the  Avards  ? — No. 

4724.  Did  the  patients  complain  of  cold  in  the  winter  time  ? — Yes. 

4726.  Do  you  think  they  get  enough  bedding  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

4727.  How  are  the  wards  heated  in  winter  ? — There  are  stoves  in  some 
of  the  wards. 

4728.  Are  the  sanitary  arrangements  satisfactory  ? — I  think  in  the 
male  wards  they  are  disgraceful.    The  closets  are  situated  at  the  back,  and 

,  were  in  a  very  dirty  state.    The  tubs  or  pails  are  not  wide  enough,  were 
not  properly  cleaned,  and  they  ought  to  be  cleaned  every  day. 

4729.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  they  are  not  emptied  daily? 
— Such  is  my  firm  imj)ression,  or  rather  was  when  I  saw  the  closets,  because 
of  the  condition  they  were  in. 

4730.  Did  you  enquire  where  the  tubs  were  emptied  and  who  emptied 
them  ? — The  lepers  themselves. 

4731.  Is  there  any  regulation  in  force  whereby  the  tubs  have  to  be 
emptied  on  certain  days  or  at  certain  hours  ? — I  do  not  know  of  any. 

4732.  JHd  the  lepers  say  whether  there  was  any  such  regulation  ? — No  ; 
we  sent  in  a  report  on  the  state  of  things  we  found. 

4733.  Dr.  Hoffjnan.']  Do  you  know  what  system  they  have  in  the 
closets  ? — The  ordinary  system. 

4734.  Dr  Edingfon.']  Are  they  dry  earth  closets? — They  are  not,  and  I 
have  suggested  that  they  should  be. 

4735.  Chairman.']  You  thought  the  closets  ought  to  be  kept  in  a  better 
condition  than  what  you  found  them  in  '? — Yes.    These  people  are  of  course  ; 
very  difficult  to  deal  with  in  regard  to  any  sanitary  arrangements,  and  there 
ought  to  be  stringent  rules  and  regulations.    I  did  not  consider  the  closets 
to  be  in  at  all  a  satisfactory  condition. 

4736.  Is  there  an  attendant  for  each  ward  or  are  they  dependent  on  the 
leper  attendants  ? — I  believe  they  are  dependent  on  the  leper  attendants. 
The  medical  officer  would  be  better  able  to  give  information  on  that  point. 
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I  tbink,  considering  the  number  of  patients,  that  the  staff  should  be  con- 
siderably strengthened,  so  as  to  enable  the  sanitary  and  other  arrangements 
to  be  efficiently  carried  out, 

4787.  Do  you  think  there  ought  to  be  a  larger  proportion  of  healthy 
attendants  ? — Most  certainly. 

4738.  As  to  the  condition  of  the  wards,  are  they  more  or  less  attended  to 
by  the  lepers  themselves  ? — I  believe  so  to  a  great  extent.  I  think  it  is 
very  desirable  to  encourage  the  more  healthy  patients  to  render  assistance  by 
making  them  a  small  allowance. 

4739.  From  your  experience  of  lepers,  do  you  think  there  would  be  any 
'  difficult}'  in  getting  them  to  work,  that  is  those  who  are  well  enough  ? — With- 
[  out  doing  thisi  think  therewould  be  a  difficulty,  for  this  reason,  that  the  patients 

think  they  are  torn  away  from  their  families  and  just  placed  on  the  island  to  die 
and  they  are  more  or  less  independent.  I  think  that  those  appointed  to  have 
charge  of  the  lepers  should  be  persons  who  are  deeply  interested  in  their  comfort, 
and  who  realize  the  fact  that  these  people  demand  care  and  careful  management. 
I  think  that  those  in  charge  are  too  apt  to  get  accustomed  to  scenes  that  are 
harrowing  to  others,  and  the  question  arises  whether  more  frequent  changes  in 
the  staff  might  not  be  advisable. 

4740.  Do  you  mean  the  nursing  staff  or  the  staff  generally  ? — The  whole 
staff  on  the  island. 

4741.  You  think,  in  other  words,  that  there  is  a  danger  of  the  attendants 
becoming  callous  ? — Yes. 

4742.  If  your  idea  was  carried  out,  would  there  not  be  a  risk  of  getting 
wholly  inexperienced  people  ?— That  could  easily  be  obviated.  T  think  it 
should  be  as  is  the  case  in  other  institutions,  where  a  certain  number  of 
directors  retire  periodically  and  new  men  come  in.  You  have  a  certain 
number  of  experienced  men  and  a  certain  number  of  inexperienced  men.  I 
only  speak  of  the  principle ;  there  might  be  a  great  difficulty  in  carrying  it 
out  because  of  the  repulsive  nature  of  the  disease. 

4743.  Would  you  not  have  to  make  provision  for  those  persons  whom 
you  compulsorily  retired  ? — No  ;  you  make  your  arrangements  with  them, 
isubject  to  so  many  months'  notice,  and  they  would  have  nothing  to  complain 

j  of.    Of  course  those  who  have  served  for  some  time  ought  to  be  considered. 

4744.  Have  the  male  lepers  any  day  rooms  ? — Yes. 

I  4745,  Are  they  comfortable  ? — It  would  be  difficult  to  make  them  more 
I  comfortable  for  the  class  of  people.  A  large  majority  of  the  patients  have 
been  accustomed  to  mud  floors  and  so  on. 

-J  746.  Were  the  living  rooms  clean  when  you  visited  them  ? — The  floors 
were  sanded,  and  they  appeared  tolerably  clean. 

4747.  Dr  Hofman.~\  Do  you  consider  that  the  patients  are  comfortably 
housed,  as  much  so  as  they  would  be  in  their  own  homes  ? — Yes,  the 
majority  of  them  are  better  cared  for  and  housed  than  they  would  be  in  their 
own  homes  undoubtedly. 

474  8.  Di-.  Fismer.~\  Have  you  had  any  complaints  about  the  wind  or  the 
glare  from  the  sand? — Yes,  they  have  complained  about  both. 

474y.  C]tairman.~\  Do  you  think  the  wards  in  the  male  leper  establishment 
are  warm  enough  in  Avinter  — Where  a  number  of  persons  are  congregated  to- 
gether they  would  naturally  be  warm  one  would  think,  but  nevertheless  they 
complain  of  the  cold. 

4750.  Have  they  Gomplained  about  the  want  of  sufficient  clothing? — 

Yes. 

4751.  Have  yon  visited  the  island  in  winter  ? — Both  winter  and  summer. 
I  may  say  that  some  of  the  patients  have  complained  of  favouritism  in  regard 
to  the  issue  of  clothing.  They  complained  that  the  party  in  charge  has 
certain  favourites  who  get  more  than  others.  I  remember  that  one  man  in 
a  very  advanced  stage-  of  the  disease  came  and  showed  me  a  pair  of  boots  he 
had  been  wearing  and  the  leather  was  very  hard  indeed,  just  like  a  piece  of 
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TT  E^Mooye      "^"0^-    '^^^^        ^aid  tht^t  he  had  had  these  boots  for  twelve  months.  That 

1_     "     was  reported  to  the  Government. 
Feb.  23rd,  1894.  4752.  I  gather  from  what  you  say  that  the  issue  ol  clothing  on  the 

island  was  rather  unequal  ? — That  was  the  complaint. 
4753.  Have  they  complained  ? — Yes. 

4764.  Have  any  other  patients  complained  to  you  about  the  unfair 
distribution  of  clothing  or  rations  ? — Yes^  about  both. 

4755.  Are  not  the  lepers  sometimes  paid  for  doing  certain  things  ? — 
That  I  do  not  know  anything  about. 

47r.6.  Did  you  consider  from  the  frequency  of  the  complaints  that  they 
were  well-grounded  and  pretty  general  ? — Yes  ;  they  were  pretty  general 
and  I  think  there  were  sufficientjgrounds  for  them.  At  the  same  time  I  must 
add  that  it  is  impossible  to  satisfy  some  people. 

4767.  Have  you  visited  the  female  lepers  frequently  ?— Yes. 

4758.  As  regards  the  condition  of  their  dormitories,  was  it  satisfactory  ? 
— I  think  it  is  open  to  great  improvement,  the  rooms  are  too  low  and  they 
are  badly  ventilated.  1  do  not  think  they  are  overcrowded,  but  there  is  a 
want  of  comfort  about  the  place.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  under  Mrs.  Pavel, 
the  previous  matron,  the  wards  were  kept  much  cleaner  than  at  present. 

4759.  Did  you  notice  any  health}^  children  in  the  dormitories  with  the 
women  ? — 1  could  not  say  positively  whether  they  were  ln-althy  or  not.  I 
saw  some  children  ;  whether  they  had  the  disease  developed  or  not,  I  could 
not  tell,  apparently  they  were  well ;  the  matron  informed  me  that  they  were. 

47 GO.  Had  the  women  any  place  in  the  dormitories  to  put  their  clothing 
in  when  they  took  it  off  ? — None  whatever. 

4761.  Where  was  it  kept? — As  far  as  I  could  judge  it  was  kept  on  the 
bed  or  on  the  floor  or  in  open  boxes  under  the  beds.  We  reported  that  to  the 
Government  and  said  that  proper  provision  should  be  made,  and  we  suggested 
how  it  should  be  done.    You  will  find  that  in  our  reports. 

4762.  Were  the  dormitories  clean? — They  were  not.  I  have  myself 
pointed  out  to  the  present  matron  that  the  wards  and  dormitories  were  not  in 
the  condition  they  ought  to  be  in,  and  not  only  the  dormitories  but  the  inter- 
vening spaces — She  replied  that  she  could  not  overtake  the  work. 

4763.  jDr.  Dodds.~]  Do  you  speak  of  the  present  matron? — Yes. 

4764.  What  is  her  name  ? — Mrs.  Walters. 

4765.  Do  you  refer  to  the  intervening  spaces  outside  the  wards  ? — Out- 
side the  wards  there  was  a  lot  of  filth  lying,  and  no  attempt  seemed  to 
be  made  to  keep  the  place  clean,  and  it  was  untidy  between  the  beds ;  I  told 
the  matron  that  if  she  had  not  assistants  enough  she  had  better  apply  to  the 
Government.    '1  here  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  place  being  kept  clean. 

4766.  What  assistants  had  the  matron  ? — I  saw  one  woman  there,  a,, 
white  healthy  woman,  and  then  there  were  some  leper  women  assistants  who' 
appeared  to  be  working  about  in  the  kitchen  and  also  in  the  rooms. 

4767.  I  understand  that  the  matron  complained  that  she  had  not  enough 
staff  ? — Yes.  I  was  always  in  the  habit  when  1  first  landed  of  visiting  the 
male  and  female  lunatic  asylums,  t^nd  the  female  leper  asylum,  and  on  one 
occasion  I  must  say  I  found  the  sanitary  arrangements  at  the  female  wards 
scandalous.    I  reported  the  matter  to  the  Government:^ 

4768.  Kegarding  the  dormitories  were  they  untidy  ? — ISTo ;  the  beds 
were  made  up  and  the  place  seemed  pretty  tidy,  but  the  patients  complained 
of  not  having  sufficient  Avearing  apparel  and  underclothing. 

4769.  Was  the  ventilation  of  the  wards  at  all  defective  ?— Yes,  very 
defective  ;  the  buildings  are  too  low. 

4770.  As  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  female  leper  establishment, 
what  was  that  like  when  you  visited  it  ? — 'Uhe  closets  are  some  distance  away, 
and  I  found  that  they  had  not  been  cleaned  for  some  days  apparently,  as 
there  was  a  quantity  of  excrement  on  the  seats  and  on  the  floors.  We  re- 
ported upon  that  to  the  Government.  I  presume  that  was  communicated  to 
the  matron  as  it  was  not  so  bad  on  the  next  occasion.  ! 


279 


4771.  Did  von  speak  to  the  matron  about  the  oondition  of  the  closets  ?  J^Moore 
— Yes  ;  she  said  the  convicts  only  came  pvciy  other  day  to  clean  them  out.  — 

4772.  Did  they  come  every  second  day  ?— So  I  understood.  ^^'^^ 

4773.  Would  you  have  thought  from  their  appearance  that  that  was  so  ? 
— They  could  not  hav<^  been  from  what  T  saw,  the  tubs  were  so  full  ;  it  was 
quite  disgusting.  I  spoki-  about  the  matter  ;  tlie  next  time  T  went  over  there 
was  an  improvement,  bnt  of  course  there  is  always  a  difficulty  with  coloured 
people  ;  they  are  not  accustomed  to  any  sanitarj^  arrangements  in  their  own 
homes,  and  the  result  is  a  want  of  attention  to  these  details.  If  the  pans 
were  of  a  proper  size,  and  if  the  closets  were  cleaned  daily,  and  the  dry 
earth  system  applied,  it  would  be  much  more  satisfactory. 

4774.  Are  any  disinfectants  used  in  the  closets  ? — I  have  never  seen 
anything  of  the  kind  in  the  female  wards  when  I  have  been  there. 

4775.  Dr.  Edington.']  Have  you  seen  any  chloride  of  lime  used  ? — No, 
not  in  the  female  department.    I  have  seen  it  in  the  male  department  strewn 

I  about. 

4776.  Chairman?^  Is  the  accommodation  for  the  women  in  the  dining 
and  day  rooms  satisfactory  ? — The  women  when  they  are  not  outside,  seem 
to  sit  in  their  sleeping  rooms  a  good  deal. 

4777.  Do  you  think  that  is  conducive  to  health  ? — Certainly  not,  but 
,  you  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  surroundings  of  the  female  department  are 
j  anything  but  attractive.    It  has  been  suggested  that  the  front  part  might  be 

laid  out  with  grass  and  shrubs  to  make  it  look  better. 

4778.  What  were  the  principal  complaints  that  the  women  made  to  you 
as  a  visitor  ? — It  is  the  same  complaint  with  most  of  them  that  they  want  to 
go  home.  I  told  them  that  I  had  only  been  appointed  by  the  Government  to 
ascertain  whether  they  were  treated  properly,  and  that  I  had  no  power  to 
authorize  their  going  home.  They  do  not  like  being  torn  from  their  families 
and  friends,  as  they  say  they  have  committed  no  crime.  One  women  told 
me  that  a  policeman  just  came  and  took  her  baby  from  her  and  she  was  sent 

I  over  to  the  island.  Beyond  wanting  to  go  home  they  have  no  serious  com- 
I  plaints.  I  may  say  that  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of  things,  as 
Jthe  patients  have  a  fear  that  if  they  make  complaints  it  may  turn  against 
I  them.  In  both  dej)artments  the  food  is  good  and  Avell  prepared  and  it 
presents  a  marked  contrast  to  the  food  in  the  male  wards. 

4779.  Were  there  not  some  Kimberley  nurses  on  the  island  at  one  time? 
— That  was  in  the  male  department.  We  suggested  to  the  Government  that 
one  of  the  male  wards  should  be  treated  as  a  hospital  ward.  Muny  of  those 
"Who  live  away  from  the  hospital  had  to  walk  a  lon;^  distance  sometimes  to  get 
medicines  and  so  on,  which  1  think  is  a  grievance.  Thi're  were  several 
nurses  from  Kimberley,  and  I  believe  that  one  is  still  there.  When  I  spoke 
to  her  about  trying  to  educate  some  of  the  patients  sufficiently  so  as  to  be 
able  to  assist  her,  she  said  she  had  done  so,  and  I  believe  they  receive  a 
small  remuneration,  but  in  the  female  wards  I  saw  no  nurses,  only  the 
matron  and  her  assistant;  the  patients  had  to  help  themselves  a  good  deal. 

4780.  Have  the  Kimberley  nurses  all  left  ? — T  believe  s  >,  j'.li  but  one. 
I  believe  they  were  only  invited  to  go  to  the  island  to  establish  things  as  it 
were. 

4781.  Were  they  not  asked  to  remain  on  permanently  ? — I  do  not  think 


so. 

4782.  Did  they  complete  their  term  of  engagement  ? — That  I  do  not 
know. 

478-3.  Is  there  sufficient  water  for  baths  both  in  the  male  and  female 
leper  asylums  ? — No  ;  if  you  can  only  induce  them  to  use  the  baths,  it  wouhl 
be  a  good  thing. 

4784.  Is  that  a  difficulty  ?— Yes. 

4785.  Are  there  no  regulations  at  all  as  to  the  general  method  of  conduct- 
;  ing  the  routine  of  the  wards  ?— I  do  not  know  of  any ;  they  have  never  been 

bj-ought  to  my  notice.    The  superintendent  may  haye  some  regulations.  As 
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TF  J^Moore     ^  iiavG  Stated  already,  the  work  of  going  over  the  various  wards  is  so  great, 
_      ■     that  one's  visit  of  inspection  must  be  more  or  less  cursory.    I  may  say  that 
Fsb.  23rd,  1894.         h.B,Ye  from  time  to  time  urged  upon  the  Government  to  strengthen  the 
medical  staff  to  a  large  extent. 

4786.  Do  you  think  it  ought  to  be  increased  ? — It  ought  to  be  doubled 
at  least. 

4787.  At  present  there  are  only  two  medical  men  on  the  island  to  do 
the  whole  of  the  work  ? — Yes  ;  and  judging  by  our  own  experience  from  our 
visits  to  the  wards,  it  is  impossible  for  two  men  to  do  the  work  satisfactorily. 
Dr.  Impey  has  to  do  a  great  amount  of  clerical  work  in  the  office,  leaving  it  to 
the  other  doctor  to  visit  the  patients.  If  Dr.  Impey  is  away,  there  is  only 
one  medical  man  on  the  island,  and  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  attend  to  so 
many  people.  "We  have  urged  upon  the  Government  over  and  over  again 
to  materially  strengthen  the  staff. 

4788.  Do  the  patients  undergo  any  sort  of  treatment  ? — ^For  the  reasons 
'               I  have  stated  it  can  only  be  partial. 

4789.  Have  they  complained  to  you  as  a  visitor  that  they  do  not  get 
treatment  ? — Yes  ;  they  complain  that  they  do  not  see  the  doctor  sometimes 
for  three  or  four  days. 

4790.  Owing  to  the  medical  staff  being  so  small,  do  you  consider  that 
it  is  impossible  for  the  scientific  investigation  of  the  disease  to  be  systemati- 
cally undertaken  ? — Yes  ;  it  is  a  matter  of  impossibility  ;  they  cannot  do  it. 

4791.  In  fact,  they  cannot  discharge  their  present  duties,  I  understand 
you  to  say  ? — No. 

4792.  As  regards  the  island  itself,  do  you  consider  the  climate  suitable 
for  lepers  ? — I  can  only  speak  as  a  layman  ;  my  own  opinion  is  that  it  is  not 
suitable  ;  it  is  too  bleak,  and  the  glare  of  the  sun  is  bad  for  the  eyes  of  the 
patients. 

4793.  Do  they  complain  to  you  of  the  glare  ? — A  number  of  the  patients 
have  complained. 

4794.  Do  they  complain  about  the  wind  ? — Yes  ;  the  wind  as  well. 

4795.  And  the  cold  ? — They  complain  about  the  cold  in  the  wintertime. 

4796.  Do  you  regard  the  climate  as  healthy  ? — Yes,  for  healthy  persons. 

4797.  But  not  for  lepers  ?— No. 

4798.  Do  they  complain  to  you  that  the  climate  tries  them  ? — Yes. 

4799.  Do  you  think  the  water  supply  is  sufficient  on  the  island  ? — I 
tliink  from  what  information  I  have  obtained  that  it  is  not. 

4800.  Do  you  think  that  the  island  only  offers  the  best  conditions  for 
segreaiation  because  it  is  an  island  and  for  no  other  reason  ? — For  no  other 


reason. 


4801.  Apart  from  the  climate  and  the  nature  of  the  soil,  are  there  any  other 
reasons  which  render  Eobben  Island  unsuited  for  lepers  ? — I  think  as  I  have 
already  said  that  there  should  be  changes  in  the  administration  from  time  to 
time,  because  when  attendants  and  others  are  constantly  seeing  the  disease 
they  are  apt  to  become  callous.  Another  thing  is,  thatthe  sea  voyage  debars 
many  persons  from  visiting  their  leper  friends  and  relatives.  My  opinion  is 
that  the  lepers  should  be  located  on  the  mainland,  where  there  could  be  ample 
provision  for  segregration.  I  feel  rather  strongly  upon  the  matter,  because 
these  people  have  committed  no  crime  and  they  are  virtually  imprisoned  for 
life.  The  greatest  criminal  can  look  forward  to  his  freedom  some  day,  but 
these  people  are  placed  on  the  island  to  die.  As  they  are  put  there  for  the 
public  good,  the  public  should  be  prepared  to  see  that  their  comforts  are 
amply  studied  and  not  allow  the  patients  to  feel  that  they  are  entirely  isolated 
from  the  world,  and  that  is  really  the  effect  upon  them.  The  female  lepers 
arc  kept  within  a  compound,  which  is  of  course  a  great  hardship. 

4802.  Would  you  say  that  the  staff  of  the  island  is  in  any  way  affected 
by  the  isolation  ? — It  must  necessarily  have  some  effect. 

'    4803.  Do  you  think  the  moral  influence  on  the  staff  would  be  better  if 


281 


na 

i 


the  leper  asylum  was  on  the  mainland  ? — Yes  :  I  think  it  would  tend  to 
improve  the  moral  tone  of  the  whole  establishment,  — 

4804.  During  your  experience  has  any  friction  arisen  on  the  island 
between  the  patients  and  the  officials  vr  among  the  patients  themselves  ? — I 
have  only  heard  reports. 

4805.  Has  anything  come  to  your  personal  knowledge  ? — No. 

4806.  Has  any  difficulty  arisen  that  you  know  of  in  regard  to  the  staff  ? 
There  is  a  matter,  but  I  would  not  feel  justified  in  mentioning  it,  as  the 

persons  who  gave  me  the  information  said  that  if  it  was  made  public  it  would 
affect  their  position.  The  information  was  communicated  to  me  privately  as 
a  visitor.  . 

4807.  Br.  Edin(jton.~\  Could  you  not  give  us  some  hint,  so  that  we 
might  make  enquiries  ourselves  ? — I  think  the  Government  ought  to  give 

you  the  information,  if  they  can  do  it.  •  • 

480S.  Chairman.~\  One  of  our  duties  is  ,  to  offer  suggestions  for  the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  peo;)le  on  the  island  ;  is  there  anything 
that  occurs  to  you  with  regard  to  that  ? — I  think  there  should  be  a  change 
in  the  staff  from  time  to  time. 

4809.  Do  you  state  that  f'-om  your  knowledge  that  certain  friction  has 
arisen  into  which  you  do  not  feel  free  to  enter  ? — That  is  so. 

4810.  Could  you  not  under  any  circumstances  give  us  some  clue  so  that 
we  mis'ht  investigate  the  matter? — I  would  not  feel  justified  in  doing  that. 
The  information  was  conveyed  to  me  in  such  a  way  that  it  would  be  a  breach 
of  faith  on  my  part  to  do  so. 

4811.  Is  it  embodied  in  any  of  your  reports? — No. 

4812.  Dr.  Dodch?\  Has  the  Government  got  any  evidence  about  it? — I 
cannot  say. 

4813.  Dr  Hoffman?^  Could  not  the  condition  of  the  island  be  improved 
by  tree-planting  ? — Yes  that  could  be  easily  done. 

4814.  Do  you  think  that  trees  would  grow  Avell  ? — Yes.  I  promised  Dr. 
Irapey  that  I  would  supply  him  with  a  large  quantity  of  wattle  seed. 

4  ^15.  Would  that  grow  well  ? — Yes,  it  grows  now  in  front  of  Dr.  Impey's 
house.  The  seed  might  be  strewn  over  the  island,  and  the  trees  would  be  an 
improvement.  The  front  piirt  of  the  female  asylum  is  in  a  disgraceful 
.state,  there  is  nothing  pleasant  or  cheerful  about  it,  whereas  with  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  little  money  it  might  be  made  more  presentable.  It  is  the 
same  in  front  of  the  male  quarters,  there  is  nothing  but  sand.  I  think  trees 
and  flowers  might  be  got  to  grow  with  care. 

4816.  Dr.  Edingion.']  Where  would  they  get  the  soil  from  ? — Grass 
would  grow  on  the  sand.  On  the  Woodstock  beach  you  will  find  fine  turf 
close  to  the  sea ;  the  saline  particles  seem  rather  to  encourage  the  growth. 

4817.  Dr.  Fismer.'\  Do  you  think  that  trees  would  grow  in  front  of  the 
•  male  wards  ? — Yes  ;  the  wattle  certainly  would  grow  and  afford  a  shelter. 

Something  of  the  kind  will  have  to  be  done  as  I  have  stated.  I  promised 
Dr.  Impey  that  as  soon  as  the  winter  sets  in  I  would  supply  him  with  a  large 
quantity  of  the  wattle  seed.  Of  course  the  ground  must  be  fenced  in  where 
it  is  sown,  so  as  to  keep  out  cattle,  but  I  do  not  see  why  the  patients  should 
not  be  encouraged  to  look  after  that  sort  of  thing. 

4818.  Dr.  Edington.']  Are  the  rabbits  likely  to  interfere  with  the  young 
trees  — I  think  not.    There  are  wattles  already  growing  on  the  island. 

4819.  Dr  HoJfman.~\  Do  you  think  that  iron  houses  lined  with  wood 
are  suitable  for  lepers  ? — No,  not  unless  some  material  is  placed  between  the 
iron  and  the  wood.    If  the  Governmmfc  thought  of  putting  up  a  wood  and 
iron  building  for  the  new  asylum  at  Valkeuburg,  I  am  sure  that  we  would 
not  approve  of  it. 

4820.  Chairman.']  From  your  knowledge  of  the  island  would  you  be  in 
favour  of  the  doing  away  with  the  leper  establishment  there  and  locating  it 
somewhere  on  the  mainland  ? — Certainly. 

[G.IO— '94.]  0  0 
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w  E^\oore  4821.  WouM  you  be  more  in  favoiir  of  spending  money  in  that  diree- 

—  tion  than  spending  any  more  money  on  the  island  ? — Yes. 

Feb.  23rd,  iR!)4.  4322.  Oo  you  think  that  such  removal  would  be  beneficial  not  only  to 

the  lepers  themselves  but  also  to  the  staff? — Yes.  If  leprosy  is  to  be  eradi- 
cated by  segregation  and  there  are  no  other  means  it  must  be  a  complete 
segregation,  not  the  segregation  of  a  certain  number  of  people  while  others 
are  allowed  to  be  at  large,  as  is  the  case  at  present. 

4823.  Do  you  consider  segregation  a  failure  on  the  island  ? — The  spread 
of  the  disease  is  perhaps  minimized  to  a  certain  extent,  by  partial  segregation, 
but  if  segregation  is  to  be  effectual,  you  must  segregate  every  ooe  who  is 
diseased,  and  that  is  not  done. 

4824.  Dr.  Hoffman7\  Would  you  advise  having  one  large  establishment 
on  the  mainland  or  several  small  establishments  from  what  you  have  seen  ? — 
I  think  some  of  the  better  class  patients  of  advanced  years  might  be  isolated 
at  their  own  homes.  There  is  one  very  respectable  farmer  on  the  island  now ; 
he  is  an  old  man,  and  at  his  time  of  life,  I  see  no  reason  why  he  could  not  be 
isolated  on  his  own  farm,  but  I  am  afraid  if  you  had  various  establishments 
throughout  the  Colony,  the  expense  would  be  eoormous. 

4825.  Dr.  Edington.~\  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  small  leper 
establishments  in  connection  with  existing  hospitals,  where  patients  could  be 
kept  and  looked  after  ? — I  think  if  you  take  these  j)ersons  away  from  their 
families,  whether  you  put  them  in  one  place  altogether  or  at  various  small 
places  it  would  be  just  the  same.  The  most  painful  pa)  t  is  taking  them  away 
from  their  families. 

4826.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Are  you  in  favour  of  compulsory  segregation  ? — 
That  appears  to  be  the  only  way  of  eradicating  the  disease.  Appai-ently  the 
disease  is  spreading  from  what  one  sees.  I  know  myself  a  well  to-do  family 
not  a  100  miles  from  ('ape  Town.  The  man  himself  has  tubercular  leprosy  in 
a  bad  form,  frequently  a  lot  of  pus.  lie  had  one  child  who  died  of  leprosy 
and  his  son  has  a  daughter  who  suffered.  His  wife  was  a  healthy  woman, 
but  I  noticed  recently  that  her  face  was  beginning  to  swell.  Whether  it  is  a 
development  of  the  disease  or  not  I  cannot  tell,  but  that  is  one  instance  of 
how  the  disease  can  spread. 

4827.  Dr.  Herman.']  Did  those  cases  come  on  the  island? — No. 

4828.  Are  they  within'  the  knowledge  of  the  authorities? — No,  I 
presume  not. 

4829.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Do  you  know  of  many  cases  like  that  ? — There  are 
many  cases,  and  that  is  what  the  patients  on  the  island  complain  of ;  they  say 
it  is  unjust  not  to  make  segregation  complete.  They  say  they  were  induced 
to  come  to  the  island  upon  certain  representations. 

4830.  Dr.  Herman.']  If  these  cases  do  not  come  within  the  knowledge 
of  the  authorities  how  are  they  to  be  dealt  with  ? — I  have  only  given  that  as 
an  illustration  of  how  incomplete  segregation  is. 

48ol.  In  what  way  would  you  get  at  such  cases  as  you  have  just 
mentioned  ? — Through  the  field  cornet. 

4832.  Do  you  think  he  ought  to  notify  any  case  of  leprosy  ? — Yes ;  he 
knows  nearly  every  family  as  a  rule. 

"4833.  Chaiy-man.]  Have  complaints  been  made  to  you  by  persons  on  the 
island,  that  some  lepers  are  allowed  to  be  at  large  on  the  mainland  while 
others  have  to  be  sent  to  the  island  ? — Yes. 

4834.  Do  they  think  the  Act  is  not  impartially  administered? — Yes, 
from  the  way  they  complained  to  me.  They  seemed  to  think  that  as  tbey 
were  placed  there  everyone  who  was  a  leper  should  be  brought  to  Robben 
Island. 

4835.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Does  the  field  cornet  know  about  the  cases  you  have 
referred  to  ? — That  I  cannot  tell ;  he  ought  to  know.  There  are  a  number 
of  leprous  families  about  Saldanha  Bay. 

4836.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  you  think  that  very  many  more  white  people 
are  affected  than  we  have  any  knowledge  of  ? — Yes, 
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4837.  Could  vou  assist  us  Avith  any  information  to  enable  us  to  ffet  at  ^ir 

"  "  W  .  j&.  Moore. 

cases? — jNo.  ^  — 

4838.  It  is  a  veiy  important  matter.  From  statistics  which  we  hare  Feb.  23rd,  i894. 
before  us  we  are  led  to  infer  that  1*8  per  thousand  of  the  white  pei'sons  in 

this  Colony  are  affected ;  how  do  you  think  we  could  get  any  knowledge  of 
thise  cases  ? — There  are  the  field  cornets  and  district  surgeons,  who  ought  to 
report  such  cases. 

4839.  Would  you  recommend  that  the  field  cornets  should  make  a  per- 
sonal inspection  ? — That  would  be  the  only  way  to  obtain  information. 

4840.  Should  they  visit  every  house? — Yes.  Take  the  case  of  (!ape 
Town.  I  spoke  to  a  medical  man  the  other  day,  Dr.  E,oux,  and  I  said  sup- 
posing all  the  lepers  in  the  Colony  and  the  neighbouring  States  were  placed 
on  the  island  and  they  all  died,  would  there  be  leprosy  again  and  he  replied. 

Certainly.    I  have  myself  noticed  persons  going  about  who  undoubtedly 
have  leprosy." 

4841.  Dr.  Ediiigton.']  Are  you  aware  of  the  way  in  which  field  cornets 
are  appointed  ;  do  they  mostlv  belong  to  the  district  in  which  they  live  ? 
Yes.  '  "  _  ;  _ 

4842.  They  might  have  many  relations  ;  do  you  think  if  they  made  a 
personal  inspection  that  it  would  be  always  properly  done  ? — I  do  not  think 
it  would. 

4843.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  advisable  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  appoint  au  inspector  of  field  cornets  in  the  Colony,  and  if  they  were 
found  to  have  neglected  their  duty  they  should  be  discharged  ? — Something 
of  the  kind  would  have  to  be  done  if  segregation  is  to  be  complete  and 
carried  out  in  its  entiret5^ 

4844.  At  the  present  moment  the  duty  of  notifying  the  occurrence  of 
leprosy  mostly  falls  on  the  field  cornets  ;  do  you  think  they  are  the  best 
class  of  persons  to  carry  it  out  ?- -Naturally  they  would  be  influenced  by 
friendly  feeling  in  some  cases,  I  daresay. 

4845.  Dr.  Herman.  \  Have  you  visited  the  island  on  boat  days  ? — Yes. 
484G.  Do  many  friends  of  the  lepers  go  over  on  those  days  ?■ — I  believe 

so. 

4847.  Do  you  know  whether  the  lepers  meet  their  friends  ? — Yes. 

4848.  Dr.  Dod<h.~]  Do  they  get  special  permission  ? — I  presume  so,  I 
cannot  give  you  any  information  about  that. 

4849.  Have  you  been  on  the  island  while  friends  have  been  visiting  the 
patients  ? — On  one  or  two  occasions  I  have. 

4850.  "Which  days  do  they  visit  ? — Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays. 
Sometimes  the  days  are  altered  I  believe. 

4851.  Can  we  find  that  out  from  the  authorities? — Yes. 

4852.  Do  you  think  the  males  and  females  are  sufficiently  separated  ? — 
Tdid  think  so,  but  I  think  otherwise.  The  women  have  a  wire  fence  all 
round  their  quarters,  but  that  is  not  sufficient. 

4853.  Has  it  ever  como  to  your  knowledge  that  men  have  got  inside  the 
iompouud? — It  has  never  been  reported  to  me,  but  I  have  incidentally  heard  it. 

4854.  Dr.  Edmgton.']  Have  you  got  to  know  it  in  any  way  ? — I  heard 
of  one  instance  where  the  segregation  had  been  broken  through.  I  do  not 
know  how  it  occurred. 

4855.  Do  the  official  visitors  investigate  such  a  matter  as  that? — No  ; 
we  have  to  look  into  the  comfort  of  the  patients  and  report  upon  it,  matters 
of  detail  rest  with  the  medical  superintendent. 

4856.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  wise  to  extend  the  power  of  the 
inspectors  so  that  that  they  might  go  into  all  these  details  ? — Yes,  if  the 
Government  gave  us  the  power  we  would  do  it,  at  least  I  speak  for  myself. 
1  should,  however,  be  chary  about  undertaking  duties  which  were  not  imposed 
upon  me. 

4857.  Have  you  any  regulations  to  guide  you  in  your  visits?— No,  none 
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/■  )\ooir  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  to  '^dd  to  what  I  have  ah-eady  said  that  it  appears  from  the 

'  ■  U  io adequate  provision  for  the  supply  of  the  medical  staff,  that  not  alone  should 

h'eh.  ■23Td,  1894.  g{g]g  l^g  strengthened,  but  that  medical  students  might  be  invited  to  avail 

themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  investigate  the  causation,  &c.,  of  leprosy. 

Mr.  F.  F.  Rutherfoord  examined.  . 

F  F  R'lthc-foor!  4858.  Chairman.']  Are  you  oue  of  the  official  visitors  to  Eobben  Island? 

■    '■  —Yes. 

4859.  Have  you  visited  the  island  recently? — Yes. 

4860.  How  long  have  you  been  a  visitor  ? — Four  or  five  years  ;  since 
May  or  June,  1889. 

4861.  Did  you  receive  any  special  instructions  from  the  Government 
when  you  were  appointed? — I  was  asked  to  inspect  the  lunatic  asylum. 

4*62.  Was  any  code  of  instructions  drawa  up  for  your  guidance  ? — ; 
not  that  I  remember. 

4863.  How  often  do  you  visit  the  island  ? — Every  quarter,  at  odd  times. 

4864.  Will  you  explain  the  method  you  adopt  in  visiting  ? — I  generally 
choose  a  fine  day,  and  when  I  arrive  I  go  to  the  medical  superintendent  and 
tell  him  that  I  am  going  through  the  wards.  To  inspect  the  whole  estab- 
lishment in  a  day  is  hardly  possible  in  the  time  allowed. 

4865.  What  time  is  allowed  by  the  boat  ? — 'It  arrives  about  half-past  ten 
and  IS  supposed  to  leave  at  four.  I  am  often  kept  waiting  for  a  considerable 
time,  and  I  think  the  inspectors  ought  to  be  allowed  a  special  boat  to  take 
them  over  and  bring  them  back  at  their  convenience.  I  am  afraid  to  stop 
at  the  wards  till  the  very  last  moment,  lest  I  should  be  left  behind. 

4866.  Then  the  boat  is  not  wholly  at  your  disposal  ? — No  ;  we  have  to 
wait  on  the  boat,  not  the  boat  on  us.    We  are  constantly  kept  waiting,  and 

•  I  think  to  make  the  inspection  effectual,  a  trip  over  ought  to  be  made  at 
.  any  time,  even  at  night. 

4867.  Have  you  visited  the  leper  waids? — Yes;  very  thoroughly.  I 
know  nothing  about  the  disease,  but  I  have  visited  the  dormitories,  kitchens, 
Witter  closets  and  so  on. 

4868.  Do  you  consider  the  accommodation  for  the  paying  male  patients 
is  good  ? — I  think  so. 

4869.  Did  they  complain  to  you  ? — Yes  ;  they  complained  about  being 
on  the  island  and  about  the  food  also  and  the  accommodation.  I  should  have 
thought  these  men,  who  did  not  appear  to  be  very  bad,  might  have  done  a 
little  more  for  themselves. 

4870.  Do  they  do  their  own  cooking? — They  supplement  the  island 
'         rooking ;  their  friends  bring  them  over  little  delicacies  and  they  cook  these 

themselves. 

4871.  Did  they  complain  about  the  quantity  or  the  quality  of  the  food? 
— They  grumbled  a  good  deal. 

4872.  Do  you  think  th(;y  were  fairly  well  off  ? — Yes  ;  as  far  as  anyone 
can  be  well  off  on  Eobben  Ivsland. 

487 o.  As  regards  the  non-paying  patients,  did  you  inspect  their 
■  dormitories  ? — Yes. 

4  874.  Dii  you  come  to  any  conclusion  as  to  whether" they  were  over- 
crowded ?— They  were  full.    1  do  not  know  that  they  were  overcrowded. 
I  noticed  two  old  couples  there,  and  I  think  they  might  be  allowed  to  live 
together ;  the  wives  are  past  the  child-bearing  period,  and  it  ^pould  add  to 
,  their  happiness,  as  they  are  practically  prisoners  for  life  on  the  island. 

4875.  Did  you  consider  the  dormitories  clean  ? — On  the  whole  I  think 
so.  I  pointed  out  one  or  two  little  things  which  I  thought  might  be 
in)proved. 

4876.  Did  you  inspect  the  closets  attached  to  the  male  leper  wards? — 
Yes,  all  the  closets.  Thoy  were  clean  on  the  whole;  but  some  of  the  lepers 
are  unable  to  get  on  to  the  seat. 
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4877.  Did  }ou  find  evidence  of  that? — Yes.  ^.  ^,  ^1)*^;,,^-^,.,/ 

4878.  How  of  ten  are  the  closets  emptied  ? — I  believe  the  convicts  empty     '  '  "i"''"' 
them  every  da}^    The  morning  I  was  there  the  place  seemed  to  have  been  '- 
recently  cleaned  out. 

48/9.  Did  you  go  into  the  kitchen? — Yes.    The  drainage  connected 
with  the  kitchen  was  very  bad,  and  the  cooks  seemed  to  thro  w  the  slush  out  . 
of  the  window  into  a  hole  outside. 

4880.  Did  the  patients  make  any  complaints? — They  were  mostly  of  a 
frivolous  nature. 

488 1.  Was  the  food  good  that  you  saw? — I  thought  it  very  fair,  I  did 
not  taste  it.     I  generally  taste  the  food  the  lunatics  get. 

4882.  Do  you  think  they  get  enough? — Yes.  I  do  not  know  whether 
leprosy  increases  the  appetite,  but  the  messes  I  saw  I  should  have  thought 
were  enough. 

4883-  "Was  that  during  the  dinner  hour  ?  —Yes. 

4884.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  quality  of  the  tea,  coffee  or 
sugar?- -No. 

4885.  Was  the  dinner  the  only  meal  you  saw  : — Yes. 

4886.  And  there  seemed  to  be  enough  food  and  of  good  quality  ? — Yes, 

j  as  far  as  I  could  judge  it  seemed  good.    I  thought  it  was  very  good  the  last 
time  I  was  there.    T  should  have  been  very  glad  to  eat  it  myself  if  I  had  been 
I  hungry.    There  was  good  soup  and  plenty  of  meat  and  vegetables. 

4887.  Would  you  yourself  have  eaten  such  a  meal  ? — I  should  have  been 
I  very  glad  of  it  if  camping  out. 

<  4888.  With  regard  to  the  attendants,  do  you  think  there  are  sutiicieut  ? — 
I  think  so  for  the  class  of  people.  There  were  some  complaints  which  I  could 
not  get  at  the  bottom  of. 

4889.  Did  you  also  inspect  the  female  wards  ? — Yes. 

4890.  What  conclusions  did  you  come  to  with  regard  to  the  condition  of 
the  dormitories  ? — They  were  good,  well  ventilated  and  large  enough.  'No 
more  overcrowded  than  a  barrack  room  would  be. 

4891.  Does  the  ventilation  mainly  depend  on  the  opening  of  the 
windows  ? — Yes.  I  do  not  think  the  lepers  like  the  windows  open.  The 
rooms  have  struck  me  as  being  close  sometimes  but  on  the  whole  there  was 
nothing  to  complain  of. 

4892.  Were  they  fairly  clean?- -Yes,  when  I  have  been  there.  The 
I  last  time  I  was  there  I  spoke  about  the  state  of  one  of  the  floors,  but  I  may 
I  have  gone  over  the  day  before  the  scrubbing  took  place.    Taking  it  as  a 

whole,  the  place  was  clean. 

4893.  Is  there  any  special  routine  in  regard  to  scrubbing  and  cleaning 
the  wards  ? — •  Yes,  I  believe  so.    I  do  not  know  what  the  regulations  are. 

4894.  Did  you  see  any  printed  rules  ? — No. 

4895.  Did  the  women  seem  fairly  contented  ? — They  seemed  rather  cast 

I  down,  and  some  of  them  would  cry  when  you  talked  to  them.  Their  chief 
complaint  is  about  being  separated  from  their  friends  and  relations. 

4896.  Did  they  complain  about  the  food  ? — No. 

I  4897.  Did  ihey  complain  about  the  washing  of  their  clothes? — No 
Some  of  the  Africander  boys  made  a  complaint,  but  I  thought  the  food  they 
got  quite-good  enough,  in  facta  gieat  deal  better  than  what  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  at  home. 

4898.  Did  you  think  the  accommodation  was  far  better  than  what  they 
could  possibly  got  at  home  ? — Yes.  I  think  so.  They  would  not  have  such 
cleanliness  at  their  huiues. 

4899.  We-re  the  (ilosets  clean  in  the   women's  quarters? — Yes,  the  ' 
morning  I  saw  them.    Some  of  the  patients  ease  themselves  on  the  seats  and 

on  the  floor  J  noticed.    I  have  seen  that  more  than  once. 

4900.  Do  you  think  the  closeis  are  attended  to  daily  ? — I  think  so,  in  • 
both  wards.    Tlie  wasljiiig  place  at  the  female  ward  was  not  quite  so  clean  as 
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F  F  Ruthcrfvurd  ^'  ™^f?^^  have  been,  but  on  the  whole  the  compound  seemed  tolerably  clean. 
■  ■  _ "    '  4901.  Have  the  patients  facilities  for  baths? — Yes.    I  do  not  know 

Feb.  23rd,  1894.    about  the  Water. 

4902.  Is  that  scarce? — -Yes;  I  think  it  would  bo  better  if  there  were 
more  nurses.    I  only  saw  two  in  the  male  leper  ward. 

4903.  Do  you  consider  the  present  medical  staff  sufficient,  taking  into 
account  the  number  of  the  patients,  both  leper  and  lunatic  and  the  other  healthy 
inhabitants,  and  the  area  of  ground  which  has  to  be  traversed  ? — I  think  in 
one  or  two  of  my  reports  I  suggested  that  there  should  be  another  medical 
officer.  Three  would  not  be  too  many.  I  think  myself  that  it  would  be 
better  if  the  institution  was  on  the  mainland,  so  as  to  get  rid  of  che  cliques 
and  feuds  which  exist.  ^ 

4904.  Do  you  think  the  medical  staff  as  it  at  present  exists  can  possibly 
study  the  disease  from  a  scientific  standpoint  and  make  post  mortem  examina- 
tions ? — T  hardly  think  so. 

4905.  You  think  that  much  has  to  be  neglected  under  present  circum- 
stances, as  there  is  so  much  other  work  to  attend  to  ?■ — I  think  there  is 
too  much  other  work  to  attend  to — I  think  there  is  ample  room  for  three 
medical  men  if  close  attention  is  to  be  paid  to  the  study  of  th"  disease.  It 
is  also  a  point  whether  the  head  medical  man  should  be  govcraor  over  the 
island  so  to  speak,  because  a  great  deal  of  his  time  must  be  taken  up  with 
official  work  not  connected  with  the  profession. 

4906.  You  think  that  is  not  desirable? — -Just  so.  I  have  always  thouglit 
that  they  were  undermanned  also  as  regards  nurses,  aud  I  suggested 
whether  they  could  not  employ  some  of  tlie  lepers  to  help  nursing  lepers, 
as  they  have  their  hands  so  full  in  attending  to  the  patients,  dressing  and  so 
on.    There  are  only  two  nurses  in  the  male  ward. 

4907.  Would  you  suggest  an  increase  in  the  nursing  staff  ? —I  think 

so. 

4908.  Do  you  consider  that  the  number  of  nurses  and  attendants  should 
be  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  patients? — Yes;  I  would  put  it  on  that 
footing. 

4909.  Does  the  deficiency  in  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  give  rise  to 
any  difficulty  in  carrying  on  the  work  on  the  island  ? — That  I  could  not  say 

4910.  During  your  experience  has  any  friction  arisen  between  the  leper 
patients  and  the  attendants  or  among  the  attendants  themselves  ? — I  have 
not  heard  of  any. 

4911.  Nothing  of  the  kind  has  coroe  to  your  notice  ? — No. 

4912.  Has  there  to  your  knowledge  been  any  disturbance  on  a  large 
scale  ? — -There  was  a  disturbance  some  time  ago  ;  the  man  who  caused  it  was 
at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital,  he  had  been  sent  from  the  island. 

4913.  Was  ho  sent  from  the  island  as  a  troublesome  character? — I  believe 
so,  as  a  sort  of  punishment.  He  tried  to  cause  a  disturbance  among  the 
lepers  from  what  I  could  make  out;  The  fact  is  the  patients  strongly  object 
to  being  separated  from  their  families,  and  1  should  not  bo  suprised  if  they 
broke  out  in  open  rebellion. 

4914.  You  do  not  think  there  are  any  defects  in  the  administration? — 
Not  that  I  know  of. 

4915.  Do  you  regard  the  climate  of  the  island  as  at  all  prejudicial  to 
the  health  of  the  patients  ? — I  think  you  cure  the  leprosy  by  killing  the 
patients  in  man)'  cases.  The  Free  State  lepers  I  belie\  e  feel  the  difference 
in  climate,  and  1  do  not  know  why  we  should  take  charge  of  them. 

491 G.  Have  many  of  them  died  ?-— They  are  dying  off.  I  constantly 
hear  o'f  some  of  them  dying  when  I  go  ovi'r  and  I  should  like  to  see  a  return 
of  the  death  rate. 

4917.  Would  not  the  state  in  which  they  arrived  have  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  ? — -That  I  could  not  say,  but  I  believe  the  climate  of  the  island 
brings  on  chest  complaints  in  the  cas&  of  many  of  the  Kafirs.    I  see  many 
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of  them  coughing  and  looking  very  miserable.     These  poor  creatures  are  ^  ^  ]^acrfoord 
taken  over  to  the  island  and  made  prisoners  for  life,  with  nothing  to  do.    If     '  "  _ 
they  were  isolated  on  a  farm  on  tiie  mainland  they  would  certainly  have  more         ^-'•'i,  i894. 
cheering  prospects  and  pleasant  scenery,  and  you  might  possibly  induce  them 
to  do  a  little  gardening.    '1  hey  have  nothing  to  do  on  the  island,  except  it  is 
fishing. 

4918.  WorJd  tree  planting  be  a  good  thing  on  the  island  and  tend  to 
improve  it  ? — I  doubt  if  you  could  get  trees  to  grow  there.  T  do  not  know 
what  the  water  supply  is,  but  I  believe  it  is  very  scarce.  I  think  also  that 
the  soil  is  very  indifferent  for  anything  of  the  kind. 

4919.  Do  you  think  on  the  whole  the  patients  have  improved  on  the 
island  ;  do  the  treatment  and  general  supervision  they  get  there  exert  any 
beneficial  influence  upon  them  ? — No,  I  should  say  not. 

4920.  Kegarding  the  island  from  a  social  point  of  view,  do  you  think 
the  isolation  tends  to  act  prejudicially  on  the  staff  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

4921.  And  upon  the  inhabitants  generally  ? — Yes 

4922.  Why  is  that  ? — There  is  a  comparatively  small  community,  and 
they  seem  to  be  constantly  having  feuds  of  some  kind  or  other. 

4928.  Have  these  feuds  ever  come  oificially  to  your  notice? — Yo,  but 
I  know  there  is  a  good  deal  of  bitter  feeling  existing  ;  I  cannot  find  out  who 
is  to  blame.  If  I  had  my  way,  I  would  periodically  change  the  whole  lot  of 
officials  with  one  or  two  e.^.ceptions. 

4924.  Do  you  mean  that  you  would  introduce  new  blood  from  time  to 
time  ? — Yes. 

4925.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  not  there  been  almost  too  many  changes  ; 
Would  it  not  have  been  a  good  thing  if  some  of  the  nurses  could  have  been 
retained  ? — I  remember  one  very  good  matron  in  the  female  asylum,  Mrs. 
Pavel,  a  German  woman,  who  has  left,  and  Mrs.  Walters  also  secned  a  very 
good  nurse  as  far  as  I  could  tell  ;  she  is  going  I  believe. 

4926.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  is  the  reason  of  those  changes  ? — I  cannot 
find  out.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  squabble  about  something  or  other. 
People  living  on  the  island  are  able  to  save  money.  I  know  one  constable 
there  who  saved  more  money  than  ever  he  did  on  the  mainland. 

4927.  Then  we  may  infer  that  it  would  be  something  very  special  that 
Would  cause  them  to  leave  a  good  appointment  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  any  ■ 
thing  very  special;  it  is  the  general  atmosphere  of  the  place;  it  is  too  confined. 

4928.  Dr.  Dodds.  J  Would  it  not  be  a  good  thing  if  the  staff  had  an 
opportunity  of  coming  to  town  and  returning  the  same  day  ? — It  would  un- 
doubtedly be  an  advantage  if  they  could  get  awa)^  for  longer  periods. 

4929.  Ghairman.~\  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  removing  the  whole  estab- 
lishment in  view  of  the  fact  that  more  money  might  be  required  to  be  spent 
in  increasing  the  accommodation  for  the  lepers  on  ttie  island  ? — I  am  very 
much  inclined  to  think  that  the  lepers  would  be  better  on  the  mainland. 
The  idea  is  that  they  are  segregated  on  the  island,  but  that  is  not  the  case. 

4930.  On  the  whole  you  would  be  more  inclined  to  spend  money  on  an 
establishment  on  the  mainland  ? — I  think  so,  and  I  am  borne  out  in  my  idea 
by  one  or  two  members  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  I  have  not  spoken 
to  my  brother-in-law,  the  Rev.  Andrew  Murray,  about  it,  but  I  understand 
he  thinks  the  lepers  could  be  isolated  quite  as  effectively  and  with  much 
greater  comfort  to  themselves  on  a  farm  on  the  mainland. 

4931.  Would  it  have  a  good  effect  on  the  lepers  themselves  ;  would  it 
make  them  more  contented  ? — Yes,  I  should  think  so. 

4932.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  segregation  is  effectively  carried  out  on 
the  island? — No,  certainly  not.  Visitors  go  over  there  and  eat  with  the 
lepers,  talk  to  them,  and  I  believe  kiss  them.  I  have  not  seen  any  actual 
kissing,  but  I  think  they  do.  At  all  events  I  have  seen  them  in  close  con- 
tact one  with  the  other  on  visiting  days. 

4933.  lu  the  case  of  persons  visiting  the  male  lepers,  could  they  walk 
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f.  F.  n^therfoord.  ^^^"^  any  pai't  of  the  island,  or  must  they  necessarily  stay  in  the 
—  wards  ? — I  have  seen  them  in  the  wards.    I  have  not  noticed  them  wander- 

j^e  .  -  re,  1894.    j^^^  ^^y.  (j^g^^^gg^    J  ^^aye  secu  them  sitting  about  with  their  friends  in  little 

groups,  and  they  seem  to  be  quite  satisfied,  and  remain  as  long  as  the  time 

will  allow. 

4934.  Then  you  think  the  segregation  is  not  efficiently  carried  out  ? — 

No. 

4935.  Dr.  Herman,~\  Have  you  gone  over  to  the  island  on  boat  days 
when  friends  have  been  visiting  ? — Yes.  I  think  the  last  time  I  was  there  I 
went  over  with  some  people  whom  I  subsequently  met  in  the  wards. 

4936.  Do  the  lepers  come  down  to  the  boat  to  meet  their  friends  ? — I 
have  not  seen  them.  There  may  have  been  some  lepers  about,  but  I  did  not 
notice  any  when  I  landed, 

4937.  Did  you  see  these  people  in  the  wards  or  in  t^ie  day  rooms?— In 
the  wards  ;  they  were  sitting  there,  some  on  the  lepers'  beds  and  some  else- 
where in  little  groups. 

4938.  Were  they  sick  lepers  who  received  their  friends  in  the  wards  or 
healthy  lepers  ? — They  were  not  very  bad  cases  as  far  as  I  could  see. 

4939.  Was  there  any  reason  why  they  should  not  have  received  them  in 
the  day  room  ? — No. 

4940.  Ghairman.~\  Were  the  visitors  under  any  sort  of  supervision;  was 
there  any  one  in  attendance  ? — There  was  a  nurse  in  the  room  walking  about, 
but  I  did  not  see  her  watching  the  visitors  particularly.  I  spoke  to  her  and 
she  showed  me  round. 

4941.  Did  you  see  the  visitors  eating  with  the  lepers? — I  saw  food 
there. 

4942.  Was  the  food  brought  over  by  the  visitors  ? — I  do  not  know. 
My  impression  is  it  was  brought  over.  They  constantly  bring  over  little 
delicacies,  something  beyond  the  ordinary  fare  on  the  island. 

4943.  Did  you  see  the  friends  of  the  lepers  carrying  any  presents  away, 
fruit  and  so  on  ? — I  saw  them  bringing  nothing  away. 

4944.  Did  any  of  the  friends  stay  on  the  island  ? — That  I  do  not  know. 

4945.  ILad  they  all  passes  ? — I  do  not  know.  I  should  think  so.  I 
saw  a  man  going  round  and  asking  for  the  passes  very  carefully. 

4046.  Was  there  a  promiscuous  crowd  of  men,  women  and  children  of 
all  ages? — Yes,  I  think  there  were  children  as  well. 

1947.  Were  these  visitors  allowed  to  go  practically  everywhere? — 
When  they  landed,  they  wandered  about,  I  think  first  through  the  lunatic 
a>*vlum. 

4948.  Di\  Herman.']  How  do  the  lepers  amuse  themselves  on  the  island? 
— They  seem  to  have  very  little  amusement  indeed.  They  play  draughts  and 
dominoes,  but  there  is  a  terrible  want  of  occupation  for  them.  I  have  often 
spoken  about  it. 

4949.  Do  you  think  the  island  could  in  any  way  be  made  capable  of 
farming  operations,  such  as  the  keeping  of  cattle  sheep  and  horses  ? — I  should 
not  think  so. 

4950.  At  one  time  was  there  not  a  large  farm  on  the  island?— I  do  not 
know.    There  are  some  sheep  and  cattle  there  now. 

4951 .  Is  the  island  denuded  of  shrubs  and  bushes  ? — It  seems  to  be  so. 

4952.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  wise  thing  to  allow  the  rabbits  to  overrun 
the  island? — I  think  it  would  be  better  if  they  were  destroyed;  they  must 
be  a  great  obstacle  to  tree  planting,  they  come  right  into  the  village. 

4953.  Are  they  not  also  a  nuisance  in  the  way  of  throwing  up  the  loose 
sand  ? — Yes,  they  get  into  the  M'alls  of  the  buildings,  and  I  have  myself  seen 
them  running  Hbout  between  the  hotel,  as  it  is  called,  and  the  landing-place, 
frlose  on  to  the  beach. 

495 !.  li  the  island  is  to  be  planted  with  trees  and  shrubs  and  made  a 
more  habitable  place,  would  it  not  be  necessary  to  destroy  the  rabbits  al- 
together ? — I  think  so.    They  are  very  destructive  to  plantations, 
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4955.  Ghairman.']  Do  you  think  the  segregation  between  the  male  and  ^,  ^  Euthcrfoord 
female  lepers  is  comjilete  ? — As  far  as  I  could  judge  1  should  think  it  was.  — 

I  do  not  know  how  it  may  be  at  night.  There  arc  not  many  warders,  and  if 
a  female  leper  had  a  male  friend  he  might  possibly  get  into  the  wards  with- 
out being  noticed. 

4956.  Have  you  examined  the  nature  of  the  wire  fence  round  the  female 
compound;  could  the  men  get  over  that  ? — Yes,  anyone  could,  unless  it  v/as  a 
leper  who  had  lost  his  fingers.  It  is  not  difficult  to  climb  over  the  feuce,  it 
is  about  six  feet  high,  and  the  wire  itself  seems  to  afford  a  foothold. 

4957.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  thought  the  old  married  couples 
might  be  allowed  to  live  together  ? — Yes. 

4958.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  you  found  J;hat  the  lepers  are  ready  to  come 
up  and  make  complaints  V — Yes,  too  ready  to  be  pleasant  for  visitors. 

4959.  I  suppose  your  time  is  very  limited  and  you  have  hardly  oppor- 
tunity to  speak  to  a  very  large  number?— No.  They  speak  to  me  before 
I  speak  to  them,  and  always  on  the  same  point,  about  the  separation  from 
their  friends  and  relatives. 

49G0.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  wise  to  have  some  sort  of  complaint 
book  in  which  complaints  could  be  entered  and  attention  at  once  called  to  them? 
— There  would  be  no  harm  in  that,  but  the  bulk  of  the  complainants  would  not 
be  able  to  write,  and  if  they  did  make  any  complaint  they  would  soon  feel  it. 

4961.  You  think  then  it  would  not  be  wise  for  them  to  complain  in 
a  book? — No.  The  attendants  would  make  it  too  hot  for  thiMii,  thev 
would  be  looked  upon  as  grumblers,  atid  there  is  a  ft3elin,:^  now  that  a 
little  favouritism  is  shown ;  whether  it  is  true  or  not!  do  not  know. 

4962.  Is  that  complaint  brought  to  you? — No.    T  hear  it. 

4963.  lioth  from  the  male  and  female  patients  ? — Yes.    If  they  are 
favourites  it  seems  they  get  little  advantages. 

4964.  Chairman.']  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  issue  of  stores? 
— No.  I  may  say  that  the  Sufferers'  Aid  Society  did  a  great  deal  of 
good  on  the  island  at  one  time,  but  I  think  it  is  defunct  now. 

4965.  Have  you  noticed  any  of  the  lepers  badly  clad  ? — No.  I  can 
not  say  that,  but  in  winter  ic  is  very  cold  and  bleak  and  some  additional 
clothing  would  add  much  to  their  comfort.  I  think  they  appreciated  the 
visits  of  the  ladies  belonging  to  the  Sufferers'  Aid  Society  very  much. 

4966.  Is  there  any  other  matter  which  as  a  visitor  you  wish  to  bring 
before  us? — I  do  not  know  of  anything.  r  -  - 

4967.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  you  think  the  communication  between  Cape 
Town  and  Eobben  Island  is  sufficiently  satisfactory  ? — At  one  time  you  had 
to  go  over  in  a  sailing  boat ;  now  the  opportunities  for  going  over  are  to  nly 
mind  easy  compared  with  what  was  formerly  the  case. 

4968.  Chairman.]  Are  they  capable  of  improvement  in  your  opinion? 
Of  course  there  could  be  a  steamer  every  day  if  the  Government  liked  to  pay 
for  it.  I  certainly  think  that  the  official  visitors  should  have  greater 
facilities  for  making  surprise  visits. 

4969.  Are  the   steamers   sufficiently  powerful  in  the  event  of  bad 
weather? — Yes. 

4970.  Dr.  Herman.']  Looking  at  the  extent  of  the  establishment  on  the 
island  and  its  very  great  importance,  do  you  thing  the  present  communica- 
tion with  Cape  Town  is  satisfactory  ? — Of  course  daily  communication  would 
be  better  than  three  times  a  week,  but  whether  it  is  worth  while  spending 
another  £1,200  a  year  to  have  it,  that  is  another  matter.  I  think  a  boat 
three  times  a  week  is  sufficient. 

4971.  Do  you  think  the  distance  of  the  island  from  the  mainland  is  any 
serious  inconvenience  to  the  carrying  on  of  such  a  large  establishment  as  is  there 
now  ? — There  must  be  a  good  deal  of  inconvenience.  I  went  over  the  other 
day  when  there  was  a  load  of  timber  onboard  and  they  had  to  bring  it  back 
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*  e-        f  J  involving  extra  expense  and  loss  of  time.    There  was  not  time  to  land 

_  it  at  the  islasid  and  a  jetty  is  greatlv  needed. 

reb.  2m,  mi.  ^  4972.  Chairman.']  Was  the  weather  bad  ?— Xo,  but  there  was  sach  a 
mixed  cargo  on  board  that  they  had  not  time  to  laud  this  timber.  From  a 
mercant  Ic  point  of  view  that  is  an  expensive  tiling  as  it  involves  double 
freight,  and  the  freight  is  pretty  high  by  the  boat. 

4973,  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  yon  known  that  to  occur  at  other  times  ? — 
Not  to  my  own  knowledge,  I  have  heard  of  it. 

4974.  Do  you  know  of  passengers  not  being  able  to  land  on  account  of 
bad  weather  ? — I  am.  generally  cautious  enough  to  go  over  on  a  fine 
day,  so  that  I  have  not  seen  any  inconvenience  in  that  way.  I  have  heard 
of  passengers  suffering  a  good-  deal  in  going  over,  but  I  am  surprised  at  the 
regularity  with  which  the  boat  goes  backwards  and  forwards  often  when 
thf've  is  a  strong  south-easter,  and  sometimes  the  wind  springs  up  suddenly. 

497-3.  Looking  at  the  large  number  of  people  confined  on  IJohlxn 
Island  and  their  peculiar  circumstanced,  do  not  you  think  that  better 
facilities  should  be  afforded  for  friends  an^Cl  relatives  of  tlic  patients  on  board 
the  boat,  and  more  frequent  communication  between  Cape  Town  and  the 
island  ? — Yes,  better  accommodation  would  be  a  great  advantage. 

4976.  Would  it  be  not  onlj'^  humane  but  also  advisable  ? — Yes,  it  is  only 
a  question  of  expense. 

1977.  AS^ould  the  expense  of  keeping  a  steam  pinnace  in  connection  with 
the  island  be  ver}*  great '? — I  do  not  think  that  you  could  keep  a  steam 
pinnace  of  an}'  power  under  £2,00tl  a  year. 

4978.  Would  the  advantage  of  having  such  a  boat  in  connection  with 
the  island  as  part  of  the  establishment  be  commensurate  with,  the  expense  of 
£2,000  a  year,  do  you  think  ? — I  do  not  know. 

4979.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Was  there  not  a  proposal  that  the  port  authorities 
should  have  a  boat  and  that  it  should  be  used  three  times  a  week  for  llobben 
Island  business  ? — The  port  authorities  require  a  boat  available  at  all  hours, 
and  if  you  mixed  the  two  things  up  together  it  would  be  worse  than  ever. 

4980.  Dr.  Herman.']  You  said  that  possibly  the  lepers  could  rise  up  in 
rebellion  at  any  time ;  suppose  such  a  thing  were  to  happen,  in  what  way 
could  the  authorities  on  the  island  communicate  with  Cape  Town  ? — I  do  not 
know.    They  might  have  a  cable  or  make  signals  in  some  way. 

4981.  Does  that  not  point  to  the  necessity  of  a  more  speedy  and  direct 
communication  with  the  mainland  than  exists  at  present  ? — -There  is  no 
doubt  that  more  speedy  and  frequent  communication  would  be  a  great 
advantage,  and  you  can  get  it  if  you  are  prepared  to  pay  for  it. 

4982.  You  have  visited  a  good  many  establishmeuts,  such  as  the  Porter 
Eeformatory  and  so  on  ;  do  not  you  find  that  where  they  are  isolated  and 
away  from  public  scrutiny,  difficulties  in  administration  and  discipline  arise  ? 
— IJndoubtedh'^  they  are  very  great.  I  have  seen  it  in  the  case  of  the  Porter 
Eeformatory  at  Tokai  and  at  the  Vulkenberg  Asylum. 

4^83.  Have  you  found  the  removal  ol'  the  Porter  reformatory  to  Tokai 
has  decreased  its  efficiency  ? — I  think  so. 

4984,  Does  not  that  apply  much  more  forcibly  to  an  establishment 
like  that  on  Eobben  Island  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  shift 
it  to  the  mainland  than  go  to  the  expense  of  daily  communication, 

4985.  Would  you  rather  favour  the  removal  of  the  whole  establish- 
ment to  the  mainland  ?■ — If  you  think  of  going  to  a  lot  of  expense  in 
the  way  of  communication,  I  would  say  rather  remove  it  to  the  mainland. 

4986,  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  present  Leprosy  Eepression  Act  can 
be  made  to  work  well  under  existing  circumstances  at  Eobben  Island  ? 
— I  very  much  doubt  it. 

4987.  Chairman.']  Could  segregation  be  better  carried  out  on  the  main- 
land, in  your  opinion,  tlian  on  the  island  ? — I  think  it  could  be  carried  out 
juBt  as  well. 
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4983.  Dr.  Henivm  ~\  You  think  there  would  Tse  no  difficulty  ? — No.         ^  ^  ^tkerfowd 

4989.  Have  you  found  any  difficulty  in  working  the  Porter  Eeformatory    '  * 

on  the  mainland  ? — No ;  it  is  far  better  than  if  it  had  been  worked  on  the  ^^J^'  ^^s*. 
island. 

Dr.  Todd  further  exatnined. 

4990.  Chairman.']  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  the  name  of  the  leper      ^  ^\odd 
patient  who  was  removed  from  Robben  Island  to  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  ? 

—Franz  Jacobs. 

4991.  When  was  he  removed  from  the  island  ? — 31st  May,  1893. 

4992.  Was  he  under  your  care  in  the  leper  wards  at  the  time  he  was 
removed  ? — Yes. 

4993.  Why  was  he  removed  ? — I  can  only  tell  you  my  opinion  ;  I  kave 
no  facts. 

4994.  Was  he  under  your  charge  ? — Yes.  There  was  an  (tpiniou  abroad 
that  he  was  instigating  some  of  the  other  patieots. 

4995.  How  did  that  opinion  gain  credence  ?— Before  I  went  to  the- 
island,  as  far  as  I  can  gather  from  the  journal  of  the  assistant  medical 
officer  who  preceded  me,  he  had  instigated  some  of  the  other  patients,  but  the 
immediate  cause  of  his  removal  I  am  unable  to  tell  you. 

4996.  Was  he  white  or  coloured  ? — A  coloured  Africander. 

4997.  How  was  it  that  he  came  to  be  removed  at  that  particular  time  ? 
— At  that  particular  time  he  had,  I  believe,  been  writing  to  the  Colonial 
Office  and  he  had  forwarded  a  petition  to  the  Queen  to  the  effect  that  the 
i.sland  was  not  a  suitable  place  for  the  lepers,  and  so  on.  I  only  s]'ftak  fioni 
hearsay  ;  I  did  not  see  the  correspondence. 

4998.  It  was  not  on  account  of  any  immediate  disturbance  at  that  titn«, 
\\'as  it  ? — Ko  ;  I  really  do  not  know  why  he  was  removed.  So  far  as  I  am 
Hware  he  was  not  then,  instigating  the  patients. 

4999.  What  became  of  him  ? — He  was  removed  to  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital,  and  he  died  there. 

5000.  Can  further  records  of  the  case  be  obtained  from  the  Old  Somer,"jet 
Hospital  ? — In  the  official  journal  of  my  predecessor  there  will  be  fouud  an 
Hccount  of  the  previous  disturbance.    I  have  read  it. 

5001.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  other  means  other  than  segregation 
which  might  be  depended  on  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  ?- — Only  as 
I  have  stated  already.    There  might  be  modified  isolation. 

5002.  In  the  event  of  the  disease  being  extinguished  in  the  Colony,  do 
you  think  there  is  much  danger  of  its  being  imported  from  without,  from  the 
sea  coast  or  from  the  neighbouring  States  ?  —I  should  say  that  the  risk  would 
be  slight  and  it  might  be  guarded  against. 

5003.  Might  it  not  come  from  such  a  place  as  Mauritius  ?- -I  should 
say  that  any  suspected  person  could  be  examined  and  kept  uu'ier  observation 
by  the  local  authorities. 

5004.  Would  you  call  upon  captains  of  vessels  arriving  here  to  notify 
'  any  cases  of  leprosy  ? — Yes. 

5005.  Should  leprosy  be  included  in  the  list  of  diseases  that  captains  of 
ressels  had  to  report  ? — Yes. 

5006.  Would  you  have  patients  inspected  by  the  local  authorities  ? — 
Yes,  if  necessary,  and  certified  by  two  medical  officers. 

5007.  In  the  case  of  affected  persons  getting  on  shore,  how  would  you 
deal  with  them  ? — ^They  would  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way  as  lepers  are 
now. 

5008.  In  the  case  of  coolie  ships,  would  you  have  them  inspected  on 
arrival  ? — I  suppose  in  such  a  case  there  would  be  a  surgeon  in  charge  who 
would  have  to  make  a  statement  to  the  port  authorities. 

5009.  With  regard  to  safeguarding  the  Colony  from  cases  of  leprosy 
from  adjacent  territories,  the  Transvaal,  Free  State,  or  Bechuanalaud,  what 
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i'  E^Todd      would  you  recommend  ? — I  tkiuk  there  should  bo  some  united  action  on  the 
—  part  of  the  authorities. 

Fsb.  23rd,  1894.  50  1  0.  ill  the  casc  of  fugitive  lepers  would  you  deal  with  them  in  the 

same  manner  ? — Yes. 

5011.  Would  you  call  upon  the  headmen  to  notifj  cases  of  lepros}-^  in 
Kafir  locations  ? — Yes;  there  is  a  pass  system,  and  oases  might  be  identified 
through  that. 

5012.  \Yould  you  have  Kafir  locations  open  to  inspection  ? — Yes. 

5013.  You  think  those  measures  would  be  a  sufficient  safeguard  ?— Yes. 

5014.  Do  you  think  that  lepers  can  under  any  circumstances  be  allowed 
to  be  at  large  without  proving  a  source  of  danger  in  the  way  of  spreading  the 
disease  ? — Yes.    I  do  not  thiidc  the  disease  is  so  contagious  us  some  think. 

5015.  Might  they  be  at  large  in  any  stage  of  the  disease  ? — Yes. 
Unless  they  were  paupers  and  if  they  adopt  proper  precautions. 

5016.  Are  you  in  favour  of  allowing  them  full  liberty '?—!N^ot  full 
liberty.    Precautions  should  be  taken. 

5017.  Can  you  tell  us  anything  about  the  administration  on  the  island? 
— I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  administration,  only  with  the  medical 
treatment  of  the  lepers.  ' 

5018.  With  reference  to  the  medical  staff  on  Eobben  Island,  taking 
into  consideration  the  area  which  you  have  to  traverse  and  the  number  of 
patients  both  leper  and  lunatic  under  your  charge,  as  well  as  the  healthy 
inhabitants  who  may  at  any  time  contract  various  ailments,  are  you  of 
opinion  that  the  staff  is  amply  sufficient  to  cover  all  that  ? — Under  present ' 
circumstances  we  are  undermanned,  considering  that  one  medical  officer  has 
to  do  the  administrative  work. 

5019.  Viewiug  leprosy  from  a  scientific  aspect  as  of  very  great  im- 
portance, do  not  you  think  that  the  medicai  staff  should  be  able  to  have 
sufficient  time  at  their  disposal  for  its  study  clinically,  pathologically,  and 
bacteriologically  ? — Yes. 

5020.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  with  the  present  staff  there  is  no  time  for 
that  ?— Yes. 

5021.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  in  order  to  further  the  study  of  the 
disease  and  in  that  way  confer  a  benefit  on  the  community  at  large,  3^our 
staff  should  be  increased  so  that  some  time  might  be  given  to  a  side  of  the 
question  which  you  are  now  quite  unable  to  deal  with?  —Yes,  under  present 
circumstances. 

5022.  Would  you  suggest  the  addition  of  one  or  more  medical  men? — 
A  good  deal  would  depend  upon  the  amount  of  work  expected  to  be  done,  I 
think  that  two  more  medical  men  would  be  required  in  addition  to  those  now 
on  the  island. 

502.3.  Whose  duties  would  be  subsequently  arranged  ? — Yes,  they 
would  have  to  perform  their  work  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  profession  and 
the  public. 

5024.  Would  it  be  an  advantage  to  have  say  one  of  those  gentlemen 
trained  in  the  recent  scientific  methods  ? — Yes  it  would  be  a  great  advantage 
if  he  could  combine  a  bacteriological  and  pathological  knowledge. 

5025.  Dr.  Dodds.']  In  many  of  the  large  English  '  asylums  now  they 
appoint  specially  a  pathologist,  ? — Yes ;  and  he  performs  clinical  duties 
as  well. 

5026.  Would  that  answer  on  Eobben  Island,  do  you  think  ? — ^Yes. 

5027.  Not  only  for  the  purposes  of  science,  but  for  diagnosis  and  deciding 
upon  doubtful  cases  ? — Yes,  and  who  could  help  in  the  event  of  the  other 
medical  officers  being  absent. 

5028.  Chairman.]  Under  present  circumstances,  in  the  event  of  the 
serious  illness  of  either  of  the  medical  men  on  the  island,  you  would  be 
placed  temporarily  at  a  great  disadvantage,  would  you  not  ? — In  the  case  of 
Dr.  Impey's  absence,  I  have  to  visit  every  patient  on  the  island,  the  lepers, 
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the  chronic  sick,  the  convicts,  attendants,  and  workmen,  everybody  on  the  ^  ^^''tocki 
island  in  fact. 

5029.  Br.  Dodds.]  During  your  absence  the  last  few  days  did  Dr.  Impey 
have  no  one  to  help  him.  ? — No.  I  wish  to  state  that  my  position  is  a 
peculiar  one  because  if  Dr.  Impey  is  absent,  I  have  to  do  his  duties,  and  if 
the  dispenser  is  absent,  I  also  have  to  do  his  duties ;  practically  once  a  month 
oroftener  one  or  the  other  is  absent  and  I  have  to  do  double  duty,  so  that 
I  have  to  do  the  dispensing  for  the  whole  establishment  for  two  days  in  the 
month,  and  the  whole  of  the  medical  work  once  a  month.  The  hours  I  am 
occupied  can  be  ascertained  from  my  official  journal. 

5030.  In  the  event  of  anything  happening  on  the  island,  rendering  it 
necessary  to  communicate  at  once  with  the  mainland,  how  do  you  do '? — A 
special  boat  would  be  sent  across. 

603i.  Do  you  signal? — That  is  an  administrative  question,  but  having 
some  slight  knowledge  of  telegraphy  I  endeavoured  to  establish  a  heliograph, 
but  that  has  fallen  through  and  the  only  means  of  communication  now  is 
by  means  of  a  special  boat. 

5032.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  you  flash  signals  ? — Yes,  but  that  can  only  be 
done  on  sunny  days. 

5033.  Chairman.']  Can  you  signal  by  means  of  flags,  or  is  the  island  too 
far  off  for  that  ? — I  believe  that  has  been  done,  but  never  in  my  time. 

5034.  Dr.  Herman.]  What  kind  of  boat  would  you  send  over  in  case  of 
emergency  ? — A  sailing  boat. 

5035.  How  long  does  that  take  ? — It  depends  upon  the  wind  and  the 
weather. 

5036.  Has  any  serious  inconvenience  arisen  through  not  being  able  to 
communicate  with  the  mainland  immediately  ? — Not  within  my  experience. 

5037.  Has  it  ever  occurred  that  the  steamer  has  been  unable  to  com- 
municate with  the  island  and  land  passengers  or  goods  ? — Yes,  I  have  known 
them  to  be  unable  to  laud  goods,  but  not  passengers.  I  have  heard  of 
passsengers  being  afraid  to  go  across  but  I  do  not  think  they  have  ever  been 
unable  to  land. 

6038.  What  accommodation  is  provided  on  the  steamer  for  sick  lepers  ? 
— That  would  be  a  question  of  administration. 

5039.  Has  it  ever  occurred  in  your  experience  at  all  that  lepers  have 
arrived  on  the  island  in  a  very  weak  state  on  account  of  the  voyage  ? — No. 

5040.  Have  they  ever  received  any  harm  from  going  over  the  sea  ? 
— Not  to  my  knowledge. 

5041.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  the  fact  of  the  establishment  being 
located  on  a  island  far  away  from  the  mainland  has  a  prejudicial  effect  upon 
the  well-being  of  the  staff  and  the  inhabitants  generally? — Yes,  I  do. 

5042.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  if  the  establishment 
was  removed  to  the  mainland  ? — Yes,  considering  the  depressing  nature  of  the 
disease  I  do.  I  certainly  think  that  tte  island  is  not  a  suitable  place  from  a 
social  point  of  view  for  such  an  institution. 

6043.  Would  you  be  disposed  in  the  event  of  more  expenditure  being 
necessary  for  accommodation  on  Eobben  Island  to  divert  it  to  the  mainland 
rather  ? —  Yes,  certainly. 

5044.  Do  you  think  that  the  island  is  already  ovei'crowded,  and  that 
a  certain  limit  has  been  reached  in  the  population,  especially  looking  at  the 
fact  that  so  many  of  the  inhabitants  are«diseased  ? — Speaking  broadly  I  should 
say  no. 

4045.  Would  it  be  safe  tc  put  a  larger  population  on  the  island  than 
there  is  at  present  ? — Considering  that  a  number  of  the  patients  are  practically 
confined  within  certain  limits.,  that  is  to  say,  the  lunatics  and  female  h^per?, 
I  think  that  more  people  could  be  placed  on  the  island. 

5046.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Is  the  water  supply  quite  sufficient  if  the  population 
18  increased  ? — I  should  be  against  increasing  the  population.  I  have  only 
referred  to  the  available  space. 
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5047.  Taking  everything  into  account,  do  you  think  the  limit  has  been 
reached,  beyond  which  it  is  not  advisable  to  go  ? — I  should  say  so ;  indeed  I 
might  say  that  the  limit  has  been  passed.  As  to  the  drinking  water,  it  is 
brought  from  the  mainland. 

5048.  Dr.  IIoffman.~\  Speaking  personally,  do  you  think  the  island  is 
a  pleasant  spot  for  residence  ? — No, 

5049.  Ohairmat).']  What  do  you  consider  would  be  the  limit? — I  should 
say  300  patients  with  attendants,  bringing  it  up  altogether  to  say  600 
individuals. 

5050.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  Robben  Island  is  a  desirable  place  for  a 
leper  establishment,  lunatics,  and  chronic  sick  ? — No,  owing  to  its  peculiar 
position,  the  difficulty  of  obtaning  supplies  from  the  mainland,  water  supply 
and  the  communication. 

5051.  Do  you  consider  that  segregation  on  the  island  is  more  apparent 
than  real  ? — Yes,  visitors  come  to  and  fro  from  the  mainland, 

5052.  At  first  sight  it  seems  to  afford  an  advantageous  place  for 
segregation,  but  really  it  is  not  so? — Just  so. 

5053.  Dr.  IIoffman.~\  "Would  you  approve  of  having  one  or  two  large 
wards  or  numerous  small  buildings  separate  from  each  other,  with  a  view  to 
segregation  ? — I  think  the  new  wards  are  suitable ;  the  male  leper  wards  are 
supposed  to  contain  40  patients,  with  a  day  room  in  the  centre  of  each 
pavilion. 

5054.  Dr.  Dodds.']  For  some  of  the  patients  might  it  not  be  advisable  to 
have  a  few  single  rooms,  so  that  they  would  have  more  privacy,  these  being 
allotted  as  a  kind  of  reward  for  the  better  behaved  lepers  ? — Yes.  The 
classification  is  now  in  that  direction.  The  better  behaved  patients  are  put 
into  one  ward  and  the  dirtier  patients  into  another. 

5055.  Dr.  Herman.']  Supposing  that  certain  patients  were  suffering  from 
erysipelas,  should  they  be  placed  in  small  wards  temporarily  ? — Yes,  that 
would  be  a  good  plan.  There  are  some  small  rooms  that  have  been  utilized 
in  cases  where  women  have  been  confined,  for  instance,  and  for  the  better 
class  patients.    There  are  three  such  rooms  in  the  female' establishment. 

5056.  Dr.  Dodds.]  You  think  such  rooms  might  be  given  to  the 
more  industrious  and  better  behaved  patients  ? — If  there  were  several  small 
wards  it  would  add  to  the  difficulty  of  supervision,  and  cause  an  additional 
amount  of  work. 

5057.  If  you  selected  your  cases  the  patients  might  look  after  such 
rooms  themselves  and  make  them  look  homely,  might  they  not  ?— They  might. 

5058.  Dr.  Herman,^  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  in  your  experience  where 
lepers  have  died  during  the  night  and  have  not  been  discovered  till  the  next 
morning  ? — Yes,  there  have  certainly  been  such  cases. 

5059.  How  often  has  that  occurred  ? — No  such  cases  have  occurred  to 
my  personal  knowledge,  but  undoubtedly  there  have  been  such  cases. 

5060.  When  the  visitors  pay  visits  to  their  leper  friends  and  relatives, 
do  you  go  to  the  wards  ? — My  visits  to  the  wards  are  usually  made  before  or 
after  visitors  come. 

5061.  Is  there  sufficient  restriction  placed  on  visitors,  or  would  you  be 
more  particular  ? — I  think  I  would  impose  further  restrictions. 

5062.  In  what  direction? — I  would  forbid  indiscriminate  visiting  at  the 
wards. 

5063.  Where  lepers  are  sick  in  thfe  wards  how  would  you  prevent  it? — 
I  would  permit  visitors  to  go  to  the  wards  under  supervision. 

5064.  Cliairman.]  1  believe  that  one  of  the  constables  was  bitten  in  the 
arm  by  a  leper  during  a  recent  disturbance,  have  you  got  his  name  and  all 
the  particulars  ? — Yes.    The  constable  states  he  has  been  bitten. 

5065.  Was  it  a  deep  bite  or  merely  an  abrasion  ? — It  was  not  deep, 
only  superficial. 

5066.  Do  you  know  the  leper  who  bit  the  constable  ? — Yes. 
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5067,  Was  he  sufEering  from  tubercular  or  anaesthetic  leprosy  ? — It  was 
ai)  anaesthetic  case. 

50G8.  Dr.  Herman.'^  Had  this  leper  got  any  ulcerated  surface  in  his 
mouth  ? — 1^0.    I  examined  him. 

•5069.  Do  you  think  that  case  ought  to  be  watched  ? — Yos.  I  may  say 
that  Mr.  Fitch,  the  superintendent,  cut  himself  some  yeirs  ago  while  attend- 
ing to  a  leper,  and  some  of  the  discharge  got  into  his  hand.  I  believe  ho 
would  be  able  to  give  you  details  of  the  matter.  The  wound  was  cauterised 
with  nitrate  of  silver.    That  was  in  Dr.  Dixon's  time. 

5070.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Are  there  any  instructions  drawn  up  with  regard  to 
disinfection  ? — No. 

5071.  Do  you  find  that  the  nurses  and  attendants  are  sufficiently  care- 
ful ?— -When  the  Kiniberley  nurses  were  there  T  frequently  warned  them 
with  rpgavd  to  cuts  (lu  thoii-  fingers  and  so  on,  but  I  think  they  got  careless 
notwithvStanding. 

607  2.  Dr  Herman.']  Have  any  cases  come  to  your  knowledge  where  the 
disease  has  spread  in  that  way  ? — iS'o. 

5073.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Do  the  visitors  use  any  disinfectants  at  all  ? — No  ; 
nothing  of  the  sort. 

5074.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  convenience  is  there  in  the  different  wardg 
for  attendants  and  nurses  to  disinfect  their  hands  when  dressing  wounds "? — 
Dressings  are  only  done  at  the  hospital,  except  in  bedridden  cases,  so  far  as  I 
am  aware.  It  is  not  advisable  to  encourage  patients  to  dress  their  own 
wounds,  because  they  neglect  ihen)selves  for  p<^rhaps  a  week  together ;  I 
have  found  it  better  to  insist  upon  their  attending  at  the  hospital  where  the 
Wounds  can  be  properly  dressed,  and  there  is  a  nurse's  room  there  where 
there  are  disinfectants,  but  at  the  other  wards  there  are  no  such  conveniences. 
In  the  female  ward  leper  nurses  dress  the  wounds,  the  matron  does  not  do  it. 

5075.  Is  there  a  destructor  on  the  island  to  get  rid  of  the  refuse  ? — I^o. 
6076.  Would  such  a  think  be  a  great  advantage  ? — Yes. 

5077.  What  effect  would  the  establishment  of  further  cemeteries  have 
upon  the  general  health  of  the  community  ? — At  the  present  time  I  think  the 
island  is  practically  a  graveyard  ;  wherever  you  walk  you  find  graves. 

5078.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Has  not  the  constant  succession  of  burials  a  depress- 
ing effect  on  the  patients  ? — Yes.  Last  year  the  constant  tolling  of  the  bell 
had  such  a  depressing  effect  that  it  had  to  be  stopped.  I'he  mortality  was 
very  great,  and  every  afternoon  nearly  the  bell  was  tolling. 

5079.  Has  any  complaint  been  made  about  the  desolate  and  barren  state 
of  the  graveyard  ? — No  complaint  has  been  made  to  me. 

50hO.  (lould  not  something  be  done  say  in  the  way  of  tree  planting  in 
order  to  improve  the  appearance  of  the  graveyard  ? — I  am  afraid  that  the 
part  of  the  island  where  the  graveyard  is  is  so  swept  by  the  wind  that  trees 
would  not  grow  there. 

5081.  Dr.  Herman.']  There  appear  to  be  many  graves  without  head- 
stones, has  nothing  been  done  in  that  direction  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

5082.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  bury  the  dead  on  the  main- 
land ? — I  think  it  would  be  certainly  possible  ;  of  course  there  are  the 
sentiments  of  people  which  must  be  considered. 

5083.  Dr.  Dodds.]  C(iuld  not  a  spot  for  the  graveyard  be  selected  on 
the  other  side  of  the  island,  a  little  further  away  ?— Yes  ;  that  cuuld  be  done. 

5084.  Do  3^ou  think  the  wells  are  at  all  polluted  by  the  gi-aveyards  ? 
— I  think  not. 

5085.  What  is  the  distance  of  the  present  graveyard  from  the  nearest 
well  ? — Between  half  and  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  There  is  a  well  quite 
near,  but  the  water  is  not  used  for  drinking  purposes  to  my  knowledge. 

5086.  Dr.  Herman.']  How  far  is  the  graveyard  from  the  nearest  ward  ? 
-—About  500  to  700  yards. 
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T  -E^Todd  5087.  Has  Dr.  Gregory  inspected  the  graveyards  on  the  island  ? — Not 

^        —  since  his  appointment ;  he  previously  reportcl  I  believe. 

5088.  Is  any  attempt  made  to  destroy  the  poultices  and  old  dressings? 
— I  believe  they  are  thrown  in  the  sea. 

5089.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  planting  shrubs  in 
front  of  the  fem;de  comp'Hmd  ? — -No,  there  is  some  good  soil  there.  I  think 
shi  ubs  and  trees  might  be  planted. 

5090.  Could  not  the  lepers  be  made  to  take  an  interest  in  tree  planting  on 
the  island  or  in  the  cultivation  of  roses  and  other  flowers  ? — I  do  not  think 
that  roses  would  grow  except  in  boxes ;  the  wind  interferes  with  the  culti- 
vation of  flowers. 

5091.  Can  you  say  why  in  your  opinion  leprosy  assumes  the  different 
forms  of  tubercular  and  anoesthetic  ? — I  believe  it  depends  upon  the  differen 
patts  of  the  system  invaded  by  the  disease. 

5092.  Chairman.~\  Although  the  form  is  different  do  you  recognize  the 
disease  as  one  ? — Yes. 

5093.  Dr.  Herman.^  Is  there  any  reason  why  the  tubercular  form 
should  be  more  fatal  than  the  anaesthetic  ? — T  think  it  depends  upon  the  way 
the  system  is  affected. 

5094.  Is  there  anything  which  leads  you  to  infer  that  the  internal 
organs  arc  sometimes  affected  before  the  disease  shows  itself  externally  ? — No. 

5095.  Do  you  think  that  diarrhoea  and  other  symptoms  only  develops 
later  on  ? — There  may  be  premonitory  symptoms,  but  most  of  the  cases  I 
have  seen  have  been  .fairly  advanced. 

5096.  Can  you  give  us  some  idea  as  to  the  frequency  with  which  the 
internal  organs  are  affected  ? — Only  as  the  cause  of  death. 

5097.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  we  brought  out  clearly  your  views  as  to  the 
contagiousness  of  the  disease  V — I  think  so.  I  cannot  give  any  decided 
opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  disease  is  communicated  or  the  degree 
of  communicability. 

5098.  And  yet  you  segregate  these  people  and  take  away  their  liberty  F1 
—  I  repeat  what  I  have  before  said  upon  this  point,  that  I  am  in  favour  of 
segregating  only  those  who  are  paupers  and  unable  to  care  for  themselves. 

5099.  Could  you  give  us  the  reports  on  the  two  post  mortem  examina- 
tions you  have  made  ? — Yes  ;  they  are  as  follows  : —  :| 

Notes  made  at  post  mortem  examinations  upon  tv)o  lepers  (jnales^^  both  coloured^ 

M'dala,  aged  bl  years,  tubercular  leprosy,  died  5th  October,  189J 
P.M.  held  24  hours  after  death.  Abdomen  contained  quite  four  quarts 
blood-stained  fluid.  Intestines  matted  together,  liver  adherent  to  diaphragm. 
Peritoneum  dark  claret  colour  and  studded  with  numerous  greyish  coloured 
tubercles,  size  of  millet  seed.  Thorax  contained  about  one  quart  of  blood- 
stained fluid.  Pleural  surfaces  dark  claret  colour  and  studded  with  tubercles. 
Other  organs  healthy. 

Fetac,  aged  1.3  years,  tubercular  leprosy,  died  28th  April,  1893.  P.M. 
held  24  hours  after  death.  Thorax  contained  about  two  pints  of  fluid  mixed 
with  flakes  of  purulent  matter.  Both  lungs  contained  at  their  apices 
tubercular  cheesy  deposits.    Other  organs  healthy. 
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PRESENT  : 

Dn.  Murray  f Chairma')! J . 
Dr.  Fismer, 


Herman, 
Dodds, 


Dr.  Edington, 
Hoffman. 


Mrs.  St.  Zeqer  examined. 

Mn 

5100.  Chairman.]  Are  you  one  of  the  official  visitors  to  Robben  Island?  St.  Leg(T. 
—I  am  not  officially  appointed  by  the  Government.  I  have  visited  the  island 

as  a  member  of  the  Sufferers'  Aid  Society. 

5101.  Have  you  visited  the  male  and  female  leper  wards  ? — Yes,  both. 

5102.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  from  the  patients  generally  ? — 
Their  great  complaint  is  that  they  are  separated  from  their  families  and 
friends. 

5103.  Have  they  complained  to  you  about  their  food  or  other  things  ? 
—No. 

5104.  Only  about  their  isolation. — Yes.  I  remember  that  some  of  the 
Free  State  lepers  complained  that  when  they  were  sent  to  the  island  they 
had  been  told  that  the  doctors  would  make  them  well,  but  this  had  not  been 
the  case. 

5105.  You  think  on  the  whole  the  leper  patients  are  well  off  ? — ^Yes ;  I 
am  sure  there  is  nothing  to  grumble  about. 

5106.  Have  you  been  to  the  island  on  visiting  days  when  the  public 
were  allowed  to  go  over  ? — Yes. 

5107.  Did  any  of  the  lepers  come  down  to  the  boat  to  meet  their 
friends  ? — They  used  to  do  so,  I  think. 

5108.  Are  any  of  the  friends  allowed  to  remain  on  the  island  for  a  day 
or  two  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge,  I  do  not  think  so  ;  they  only  visited  the 
patients  in  the  wards. 

5109.  Do  you  know  whether  the  lepers  ever  gave  little  presents  of  fruit 
and  so  on  to  their  friends  to  take  away  ? — Yes. 

5110.  Did  the  friends  kiss  the  patients  ? — Yes ;  they  mixed  up  together 
on  very  intimate  terms  apparently. 

5111.  Have  the  women  made  complaints  about  the  washing? — No. 

5112.  Do  you  think  there  are  enough  ward  attendants  ? — The  last  time 
I  was  there  I  thought  the  wards  were  not  quite  so  sweet  as  usual. 

5113.  Did  the  wards  appear  to  be  overcrowded? — They  were  not  so 
pleasant  as  they  were  previously  ;  when  I  was  there  about  three  weeks  ago 
they  seemed  rather  close.  It  struck  me  that  perhaps  there  were  not  enough 
attendants. 

5114.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Do  you  make  a  point  of  asking  the  patients 
whether  they  have  any  complaints  ? — No  ;  I  do  not  invite  complaints.  I 
always  check  anything  of  the  kind.  I  sympathize  with  them  and  tell  them 
that  they  are  better  off  than  they  would  be  anywhere  else. 

5115.  You  do  not  go  into  the  subject  of  their  complaints  ? — No,  I 
never  doi 

5116.  Dr.  Dodds.']  I  suppose  if  they  really  had  anything  to  complain  of 
they  would  have  confidence  in  mentioning  it  to  you  ? — Yes.     'f  'v*>»j 

6117.  Chairman.]  If  you  solicited  complaints  would  they  give  you 
plenty  ? — Yes.  I  remember  that  one  man  grumbled  about  being  on  the 
island,  and  I  told  him  that  he  was  better  off  than  he  would  be  anywhere 
else,  and  was  well  taken  care  of. 

[G.IO— '94.]  <a<i 
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st^Le'cer  5118.  Have  you  visited  tlie  island  for  some  years  ? — Yes,  from  aa  far 

back  as  1882  or  1883  I  have  been  in  the  habit <of  going  oyer 
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5119.  Do  you  think  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement  of  late  ? — 
Yes ;  they  have  nothing  to  grumble  at ;  I  am  quite  sure  of  that. 

5120.  Dr.  Hoffman.~\.  Since  when  has  there  been  a  marked  improve- 
ment ? — Since  the  places  have  been  re-built. 

5121.  How  long  would  that  be  ? — Five  or  six  years. 

5122.  Do  you  consider  that  the  women  have  enough  freedom  ? — I  think 
they  want  more  freedom.  I  made  that  remark  the  last  time  I  was  there. 
They  have  a  very  small  space,  and  the  place  has  not  a  cheerful  aspect.  I 
thought  that  some  trees  or  shrubs  might  be  grown  so  as  to  make  it  look  a 
little  brighter. 

■1)S123.  Are  the  women  exercised  daily  ? — Yes;  they  go  for  a  walk  with 
thei ,  ioturse.  The  men  have  their  freedom,  but  the  women  are  confined  to  a 
small  space.    I  have  not  heard  them  grumble,  but  it  struck  me  very  much. 

.dj5i24.  Do  you  think  in  the  majority  of  cases  these  people  are  better  off 
than  they  would  bo  in  their  own  homes? — Certainly  ;  they  are  kept  clean 
and  have  (good  food  and  everything  they  want.  Dr.  Beck  said  that  in  their 
own  country  they  would  be  cut  off  altogether,  and  nothing  would  be  done, 
for  themi.      ,        ,  ,     ,  .  :  t ,  . 

5125.  Do  you  think  they  are  all  better  ofl  on  the  island  than  they  wq^^d 
be- ill  their  own  homes  ?— Yes.      .         or  .itO  ' ..{'Or^^ 

)5126,  Do  you.  think  that  more  might  be  done  in  the  way  of  tree  planti/f 
ingi  to  makci  the  island  more  pleasant  ? — Yes  ;  that  would  be  a  great  improve- 
ment; the  place  looks  rather  desolate. 

.  5127.  Do  you  think  there,  should  be  more  attendants  — I  think  so.  I 
don't  think  there  are  enough  for  the  number  of,  .patients  ;  the  matron  requires 
morei&elp.,:^  ^  ..  ^  ,\\  oi  ujm 

5128.  Do  you  inspect  the  kitchens  ? — Yes,  everything.  I  did  not  go 
into  the  kitchens  the  last  time  I  was  on  the  island,  but  I  have  seen  th^t,they 
have  very  good  food.  .>l(rrit  !  .MffT- 

,-.  i5129.  Are  all  the,  arrangements  as:  they  should  be?— I  think  so  from 
all  I  have  seen. 

5130.  Chairman — Do  you  furnish  any  written  reports  to  the  Govern- 
ment ?—rN-04  I  i  have  -  written  to  the  newspapers  sometimes,  and  Mr. 
Eutherfoord  went  over  to  the  island  on  one  occasion  after  I  had  ,4oDie:SQj  and 
he  found. that  ^U/I  had  said  was  correctfjc  r  xm  >!>L'!  ^fH^tfr!  ■srif  f^H  f  .Oj  ) 

5131.  Dr.  Hoffman.~]  What  is  your  impression  about  the  climate  of  the 
island  ?-rT^I  think  it  is  very  healthy ;  .vhen  I  go  there  I  always  feel  very  well 
indeed. j>r;f  offT--  .  •      ■  il',.f'r.M; 

5132.  Dr  J)odds.']  Do  the  patients  ever  complain  of  the  glare? — No.  ]L  j 
have  ,never  heard  them  complain  of  that.    I  hear  very  few  complaints  at  all. 
There  is  one  Ma;lay  woman  and  some  of  the  lepers  from  the  Free  State  who 
occasionaUy  grumble,  but  I  , think  they  have  no  cause  for  it.  ;  -tU! 

5133.  Chairman7\  Have  the  lepers  any  amusements  ? — Yes;  they  ha-vf  . 
games  such  as  croquet,  .  but  I  ,have  not  seen  them  play  that  lately.    I  have 
sent  over  croquet  sets  for  them,  ,,ui 

5134.  Have  they  got  c^r4^,  draughts  and  so  on? — Yes;  audi  thin]^f,. 
some  of  them  play  cricket,  .riwr/r  .v  yj' : 

5135.  Could,, you  suggest  any  other  improvement  with  a  view  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  patients? — Some  time  ago,  before  I  went  to 
England,  some,pf,trhje  men  .thought;  thei  nurses  were  rather  severe  on  them 
because  they  would  not  allow  them  to  lie.  on  their  beds  in  the  day  time. 
The  nurses  iti  seems,  looked  upon  the  institution  more  in  the  light  of  a 
hospital,  whereas  lit  is  the  home  of  these  people,  and  it  did  seem  rather  hard, 
It  may  have  beeftiMt^red  since,  j  ,  .  ■  .U\v\'A 

5136.  You  say  they  have  games  to  play  at  if  they  so  desire  ? — Yes,,  .,r  , 
have  seen  them  playing,  but  not  lately. 
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5137.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Do  you  think  the  wards  are  overcrowded  ? — No,  st^ltycf 
they  seem  to  have  space  enough,  but  the  female  wards  smelt  rather  close  _ 

the  last  time  I  was  there;  they  did  not  seem  as  sweet  as  usual.  I  thought  26tVi8a4. 
that  perhaps  it  was  owing  to  there  not  being  enough  attendants. 

5138.  Are  the  surroundings  of  the  wards  kept  clean  and  in  order  ? — 
Yes ;  everything  seemed  to  be  kept  clean.  I  have  been  into  the  wards  some- 
times and  you  would  hardly  think  there  were  any  patients  there. 

5139.  Dr.  Dodds.j  Is  the  bathing  accommodation  sufficient  do  you 
think  ? — That  I  do  not  know. 

5140.  Dr.  Herman.^  How  do  you  account  for  the  absence  of  homeliness 
and  comfort  in  the  leper  wards  as  compared  with  the  lunatic  wards  ?— - 1 
cannot  give  any  opinion  about  that.    I  think  the  patients  are  very  happy. 

5141.  But  in  the  leper  wards  you  fail  to  notice  the  same  air  of  comfort  do 
you  not  ?■ — It  may  be  so  to  a  certain  extent.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have 
noticed  anything  of  the  kind.  I  certainly  think  that  so  far  as  the  lunatics 
are  concerned,  Miss  Eobinson  is  a  most  excellent  person  and  the  patients  are 
all  fond  of  her. 

5142.  Are  the  female  leper  wards  as  comfortable  as  the  lunatic  wards  ? — 
They  are  not  so  private.  The  lunatics  have  a  bedroom  to  themselves  for 
instance  ;  but  I  think  the  leper  patients  are  quite  as  comfortable. 

5143.  Are  there  any  lockers  or  cupboards  set  apart  for  the  female  lepers  ? 
— I  have  not  noticed  any. 

5144.  Do  you  know  where  they  keep  their  clothes  and  small  articles  ? 
— I  think  they  keep  them  under  their  beds.  I  think  some  of  the  white 
female  patients  might  be  allowed  a  little  more  indulgence  in  the  matter  of 
food,  as  their  appetites  are  more  delicate,  and  these  women  are  of  a  better 
class  than  the  general  run  of  leper  patients,  and  many  of  them  are  entirely 
confined  to  their  beds.  I  think  also  a  few  invalid  chairs  would  be  a  great 
boon  to  them,  as  they  could  then  enjoy  H  little  fresh  air.  The  following  are 
some  of  the  notes  I  made  on  the  occasion  of  my  last  visit : — 

"  No.  7  Ward. — The  patients  find  it  very  hard  to  pay  for  their  washing, 
as  they  cannot  send  all  their  clothes  to  the  laundry,  and  that  their  clothes 
are  returned  more  dirty  than  when  they  are  sent,  so  that  they  have  to  give 
their  washing  to  the  patients,  and  have  to  pay  for  it.  No.  7  ward  wants  a 
cook,  as  the  woman  who  cooks  is  a  patient ;  she  has  lost  her  fingers,  so  that 
she  wants  help,  and  this  iis  the  only  ward  that  they  have  to  cook  for  them- 
selves. They  would  like  to  have  a  piece  of  cheese  sometimes,  because  the 
butter  is  only  sufficient  for  one  piece  of  bread  ;  they  get  a  little  on  a  knife 
point,  and  every  twenty-four  hours  they  get  a  small  piece  of  meat.  Mrs. 
Letter  wants  a  dress,  only  two  in  eighteen  months,  and  she  can't  come  out 
with  it.  Eggs  and  butter  sometimes  so  bad  that  they  cannot  eat  it.  Food 
without  salt.  i  , 

"  No.  6.  "Ward. — Dry  bread,  very  poor  coffee.  Sarah  Isaacs  has  to  pay 
for  her  washing,  does  not  like  to  send  all  her  things  to  be  washed  by  men. 

"A  good  many  complained  of  the  weakness  of  the  coffee.  Mrs.  Dill  says  those 
who  like  can  have  curry.  She  thinks  that  many  complain  without  cause.  I 
think  so  too." 

Dr.  C.  Kohlcr  examined. 

5145.  Chairman.']  Do  you  hold  any  official  appointment  in  connection  r»r. 
with  leprosy '? — I  have  been  appointed  by  the  Free  State  Government  as  cum-  ^' 
missioner  for  inspecting  the  Free  State  lepers  on  Robben  Island. 

5146.  Do  you  take  an  interest  in  the  Jioca^t;  gjiiiivlly  — Yes. 

5147.  From  what  aspects  have  you  approached  the  study  of  the  disease, 
fyom  a  clinical,  pathological,  or  bacteriological  aspect  ? — I  have  not  studied 
;the  disease  in  any  special  way,    I  have  read  about  it. 

5148.  Have  you  any  practical  knowledge  of  the  disease  itself  among 
your  own  patients  ;  have  you  many  patients  who  are  lepers  — No. 
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c  kImct  5149.  In  what  way  have  you  oome  in  contact  with  leprosy  ;  have  you 

—  '  been  medical  adviser  ? — No  ;  the  first  case  that  I  saw  was  on  Kobben  Island. 
r»v.  mk,  1894.  5150.  Did  the  Free  State  Government  give  you  any  commission  to 

enquire  into  certain  things  on  the  island  ? — They  always  instruct  me  when  I 
have  to  go. 

5151.  They  have  given  you  certain  powers  to  investigate  the  conditiou 
of  the  Free  State  lepers  ? — Yes. 

5152.  As  regards  your  own  personal  acquaintance  with  the  disease,  have 
you  formed  any  conclusions  as  to  how  it  is  spread  ? — No. 

5163.  Do  you  think  that  leprosy  is  contagious  ? — No,  you>  cannot  explain 
how  it  is  spread  ;  that  is  the  conclusion  I  have  come  to  ;  it  is  quite  a  secret. 

5154.  Do  you  think  the  disease  might  be  spread  by  absolute  contact 
with  a  diseased  surface,  or  sleeping  in  the  same  bed  with  a  leper,  or  any- 
thing of  that  sort ;  do  you  hold  any  views  on  that  subject  at  ail '?— I  have 
decided  views  so  far  that  I  believe  the  disease  is  not  spread  in  such  a  way. 

5155.  How  is  it  likely  to  spread  in  your  opinion ;  do  you  consider  it  a 
source  of  public  danger  ? — No. 

5156.  Why  do  you  think  that  ? — Because  there  is  no  proo|  .that  the 
disease  is  transferred  from  one  person  to  another.  v?- 

5157.  Do  you  know  what  the  death  rate  is  in  leprosy  ? — No  ;  I  have  no 
general  statistics  at  hand. 

5158.  Do  you  admit  that  the  disease  ever  spreads? — It  has  been  spread- 
ing in  different  countries  at  certain  times,  and  then  it  diminishes  again  later 
on. 

5159.  You  say  that  from  what  you  haA'^e  read  on  the  subject,  do  you 
not?— Yes. 

5160.  Will  you  give  us  your  views  as  to  the  method  in  which  the  disease 
spreads? — We  do  not  know.  'kI  }•  u-ri^ 

5161.  Do  you  recognise  that  it  can  be  communicated  from  one  individual 
to  another? — In  ordinary  life  it  is  not  communicable  ;  there  is  no  proof  that 
it  is.  Ordinarily  speaking,  lepers  do  not  communicate  the  disease  to  healthy 
people.    Even  vaccination  experiments  have  failed. 

5162.  How  do  you  think  the  disease  is  spread  if  it  is  not'  communicated 
from  one  individual  to  another  ? — It  may  be  generated  in  the  soil  and  infect 
certain  persons  who  are  predisposed  to  get  it,  but  in  what  way  it  is  generated 
we  do  not  know  ;  it  may  be  something  like  malaria. 

5163.  Do  you  think  the  disease  is  generated  spontaneously  or  de  novo  ? — 
I  do  not  believe  it  is. 

5164.  You  think  the  disease  does  not  arise  spontaneously  nor  from  con- 
tagion ? — No. 

5165.  Do  you  think  the  disease  is  spread  by  heredity  ? — It  would  seem 
that  heredity  has  something  to  do  with  it.  Some  families  are  more  affected 
than  others. 

5166.  How  do  you  use  the  term  "  heredity  "  ;  do  you  mean  that  children 
are  begotten  who  are  predisposed  to  the  disease,  or  that  actually  leper  children 
are  begotten? — I  think  the  former.  It  is  not  the  same  as  syphilis  ;  I  would 
say  there  is  a  predisposition. 

5167.  Why  do  you  think  there  is  a  predisposition? — Because  the 
disease  seems  to  stick  to  certain  families. 

5168.  Might  not  that  be  explained  on  the  ground  of  leper  families  living 
together  under  certain  conditions,  or  iui'ectiug  each  other  by  means  of  food  or 
Jthrough  broken  surfaces  ;  would  you  exclude  such  circumstances  altogether 
as  sources  of  risk,  or  would  you  take  them  into  consideration  when  you  say 
that  heredity  is  a  predisposing  influence  ? — I  take  it  that  members  of  a  family 
become  infected,  not  one  from  another,  but  from  a  common  outward  source ; 
and  that  members  of  one  family  are  more  liable  to  contract  the  disease  than 
tliose  #f  another  equally  exposed, 
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5169.  Do  you  think  that  healthy  people  might  live  with  lepers  without 
risk? — Yes. 

5170.  Why  do  you  think  that ;  have  you  any  proof  ? — There  are  a  lot  of 
facts.  For  instance,  wives  have  lived  with  leper  husbands,  and  vice  versa, 
and  not  taken  the  disease.  In  one  district  in  Norway  you  find  in  one  year 
there  were  148  leper  families;  in  132  families  only  one  spouse  was  affected, 
and  in  the  remaining  16  cases  both  husband  and  wife  were  affected.  (Biden's 
Kep,,  Vorsk  Mag.,  1858,  XII).  Women  have  cohabited  for  years  with  theii* 
husbands  while  labourinjj  under  confirmed  and  ulcerative  leprosy,  and  had 


children  by  them  without  manifesting  the 


slightest 


trace  of  the  disease. 


(Manget,  Eeport  on  Leprosy,  45).  According  to  Planck's  report  on  Leprosy 
in  the  north-west  Provinces  of  Hindostan,  1876,  there  were  lepers  in  855 
marriages ;  from  these,  iu  831,  only  one  spouse  was  leprous ;  from  the  re- 
maining 24,  in  which  both  were  affected,  there  was  a  possibility  of  contagion 
only  in  eleven  cases.  How  small  the  possibility  of  contagion  was  even  in 
these  appears  from,  the  fact  that  lepers  who  had  married  two  or  three  wives 
had  not  infected  even  one  of  them.  There  are  many  more  reports  of  the 
same  nature. 

5171.  Were  those  marriages  between  healthy  men  and  leper  \^^meu, 
or  vice  versa  ? — Yes,  only  two  contracted  the  disease.  Say  the  husband  was 
healthy  and  got  it  afterwards,  it  is  not  proved  that  he  got  the  disease  from 
his  wife  or  from  an  outward  source. 

5172.  In  taking  such  cases  for  the  purpose  of  evidence  we  would 
require  to  have  the  authority,  so  that  the  tables  might  be  inspected  for  sources 

J  , of  error.    I  gather  however  from  what  you  have  said  that  you  think  there 
is  no  risk  of  contagion  ? — No. 

5173.  Dr  Herman^  Have  you  any  practical  experience  yourself  of 
leprosy,  or  have  you  only  brought  these  figures  forward  as  the  result  of  your 
reading  ? — Only  as  the  result  of  reading. 

5174.  What  has  been  your  object  in  bringing  these  figures  forward; 
what  view  do  you  wish  to  impress  upon  the  Commission  ?-- -That  leprosy  is 

.  not  communicated  from  one  person  to  another.  hfif.vw 

5175.  You  say  that  out  of  148  families,  there  were  132  cases  in  which 
j  the  husband  was  affected  and  16  iu  which  both  husband  and  wife  were 

affected;  how  do  you  explain  the  fact  that  16  of  the  wives  were  affected  at 
the  same  time  as  the  iiusbauds  ? — They  got  the  disease  from  the  same  source 
as  the  husbands. 

<•< 

5176.  What  was  the  source  ? — That  we  do  not  know, 
You  admit  that  leprosy  is  a  disease  due  .jto  §j^^.specitic  cause, 
germ? — Yes. 

And  iu  that  respect  it  is  somethat  analagous  to  tuberculosis,  is  it 


5177. 
robably  a 
5178. 
not  ? — Yes, 
5179. 


been  brought 


person  suffering 
into  close 


from  tuber = 
contact  with 


You  are  aware  I  suppose,  that 
culosis  may  infect  some  one  who  has 
liiiii  ? — '1  do  not  think  so. 

5180.  Are  you  not  aware  that  experiments  have  been  made  upon  guinea 
pigs  for  example,  and  they  have  become  infected  by  inhaling  from  tuber- 
culous matter  ? — Yes. 

5181.  Does  not  that  prove  that  tuberculosis  is  infectious? — :No.  By 
experiment  it  may  be  but  not  in  common  life,  which  is  a  very  different  thing. 

5182.  In  your  exjjerieuce  have  you  )iever  met  with  cases  where  the 
husband  has  contracted  tuberculosis  if  his  wife  was  affected,  or  vice  versa  ? 
—  Yes.    There  are  such  cases,  but  they  do  not  prove  contagion. 

5183.  Do  you  admit  that  tuberculosis  is 
of  all  those  cases  1  say  it  is  not  contagious  because 

cases  which  prove  the  contrary.  Thompson  states  that  out  of  15,000  cases 
he  only  found  15  iu  which  a  trausmiysion  between  married  couples  might 
have  taken  place.    {Lancet^  1880 J. 


contagious 


ther 


? — No.    In  spite 
many  more 


0  are 


c. 


Br. 
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5184.  Even  if  only  one  healthy  person  contracted  a  disease,  is  not  that 
sufficient  from  which  to  draw  the  deduction  that  the  disease  can  be  con- 
tagious ?~-No,  certainly  not ;  if  out  of  15,000  persons  only  15  get  the 
disease  when  they  all  live  in  close  connection  with  those  who  are  afEected,  it 
cannot  be  averred  that  these  few  got  it  thi'ough  contagion. 

5185.  At  all  events  there  is  a  small  percentage  of  risk,  is  there  not? — 
One  iu  a  thousand,  but  even  then  contagion  is  not  proved  because  the  disease 
niight  have  arisen  from  some  other  cause  than  merely  living  in  contact  with 
a  diseased  person. 

5186.  I  take  it  that  the  Hgures  you  have  given  can  be  verified? — Yes. 

5187.  You  admit  at  all  events  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  so  small  a 
proportion  as  even  one  in  a  thousand  being  infected  ? — ^Yes,  a  possibility. 

5188.  If  the  possibility  is  so  small  as  that  with  a  disease  of  such  a 
marked  nature  as  tuberculosis,  do  not  you  think  you  have  mentioned  a  seiics 
of  figures  with  regard  to  leprosy  which  are  very  much  more  marked,  for 
you  say  that  out  of  148  families  there  were  16  cases  in  which  both  the 
husband  and  wife  suffered  at  the  same  time  from  the  disease ;  that  is  0  per 
cent.  Is  there  not  a  possibility  that  the  one  conveyed  the  disease  to  the 
other  ?-T— There  is  such  a  possibility  certainly.    No  one  can  deny  that. 

5189.  And  yet  you  say  that  the  disease  cannot  be  communicated 
because  so  few  cases  exist.  Suppose  you  had  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  or 
diphtheria  in  a  house,  it  is  quite  possible  that  only  one  of  the  inmates  may 
'get  it,  is  it  not  ?~Cortainly,  perhaps  none  will  get  it. 

5190.  And  may  not  it  be  the  same  with  regard  to  leprosy  ?- —Contagious 
diseases  spread  as  a  rule,  whereas  leprosy  as  a  rule  does  not  spread.  In 
iuuumerable  cases  only  one  member  of  a  family  has  it.  Negative  cases 
establish  more  than  positive  cases  in  my  opiiiioii. 

■  5191.  Dr.  iIolfmah~\  I  understand  you  to  say  that  lei)rusy  may  generate 
in  the  soil  like  malaria  ? — Yes. 

5192.  Have  you  any  proof  of  that? — No  I  have  no  proof,  it  is  merely  a 
supposition  in  answer  to  the  chairman's  question. 

6l93.  How  would  you  account  for  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of 
people  are  not  at  the  same  time  affected  by  leprosy  as  in  the  case  of  malaria ; 
you  find  leprosy  spread  veiy  generally  but  you  do  not  find  the  number  of 
people  affected  at  one  and  the  same  time  as  you  do  in  the  case  of  malaria  ? — ■■ 
I  did  not  say  that  leprosy  was  identical  with  malaria.  There  must  be  a 
microbe  of  malaria  somewhere  abroad,  but  it  has  ouly  been  fouud  iu  the 
blood,  never  yet  beyond  the  body,  and  it  is  the  same  with  leprosy. 

5194.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Indian  Leprosy  Commissiou 
have  stated  that  the  bacillus  was  found  outside  in  a  certain  number  of  slides 
when  the  soil  had  been  examined  on  which  lepers  were  accustomed  to  walk 
about  ? — No,  that  is  not  the  case.  The  Indian  Commission  state  that 
bacilli  were  never  found  in  the  dust  removed  from  leper  huts,  though 
"  doubtful  bacilli"  were  obtained  on  examining  earth  from  the  foot  walks  of 
the  Almora  Asylum.  Cultivation  experiments  with  the  bacillvis  leprte  have 
also  failed.  We  do  not  know  how  and  where  the  microbes  of  leprosy  and 
malaria  exist  beyond  the  body. 

5195.  Dr.  Herman.^  What  makes  you  accept  the  theory  that  leprosy 
may  originate  in  the  soil  when  we  know  a*  a  matter  of  history  that  the 
disease  has  only  comparatively  recently  occurred  and  spread  in  certain 
countries,  as  for  instance  the  Sandwich  Islands,  where  we  know  that  the  soil 
and  ciicumstances  of  the  people  have  remained  the  same  ?- — You  cannot 
explain  it ;  it  is  the  same  with  other  nou-contagious  diseases  also. 

5196.  Dr.  Dodds.^  What  other  diseases  have  spread  in  a  similar 
manner  to  leprosy  in  the  Sandwich  Islands  ? — There  are  many  reports  that 
malaria  has  shown  itself  in  different  regions,  where  it  never  was  before,  and 
that  it  even  became  endemic  ;  whereas  it  diminished  or  disappeared  in  other 
regions,  where  it  had  been  endemic  ;  and  this  happened  ~  without  aiy 
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alterations   in  the  soil  having   taken  place.    Still  malaria  is  generally       c  z»hi^ 
recognised  as  decidedly  not  contagions.    The  same  is  tibe  case  with  endemiff'       '  ^ 
goitre  and  cretinism.    Even  leprosy  itself  is  an  esiample  of  it.    JuiomL'&T  SH>b- 26«i»  i8s>4. 
times  it  showed  itself  in  certain  parts  of  the  world  and  later  on  it  dis^ 
appeared  again  :  nobody  can  say  what  was  the  reason. 

5197.  The  explanation  oflPered  is  the  very  great  fear  of  leprosy,  and  the 
uiiversal  segregation  throughout  Europe ;  do  not  you  recognise  that  as  one 
of  the  most  powerful  means  for  abolishing  leprosy  in  Europe  : — The  nearly 
coinplete  disappearance  of  leprosy  in  Europe  cannot  be  accounted  for  by 
general  segregation,  because  the  lepers  were  not  isolated,  they  could  move 
about  amongst  the  public.  Up  to  now  no  sufficient  explanation  could  be 
given  of  the  extinction  of  the  disease  nor  of  its  origin  in  Europe. 

5198.  Dr.  Herman.^  What  period  do  you  refer  to  ? — The  middle  ages. 

5199.  We  have  it  on  historical  evidence  that  the  segregation  was  very 
complete  ;  that  lepers  were  under  a  ban  and  that  every  one  fled  from  them  ; 

j  and  a  leper  could  not  show  himself  anywhere.    Is  that  so  ? — ^The  lepers 
t  were  certainly  shunned,  but  by  no  means  isolated.    They  lived  in  asylums, 
;  but  mixed  freely  with  the  public,  walked  ibout  in  the  streets,  visited  the 
i  markets,  <fec.    Numerous  reasons  have  been  given  to  explain  the  endemic 
prevalence  of  the  disease  and  its  later  disappearance  in  Europe,  but  they  are 
assertions  without  proofs  founded  on  facts  (Simpson,  Edinb.  Med.  and  Surg.  . 
Journ.,  1842). 

5200.  Dr.  Iloffimm.']  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  middle  ages  there  was 
a  large  number  of  hospitals  for  segregating  lepers  ? — Yes. 

5201.  Do  you  think  that  segregation  has  exercised  a  very  great  influence 
on  the  decrease  of  the  disease  ? — No.        i  viK.rc  ■  f)firn  •.t'*'T)f 

5202.  Ghairman.l  Then  you  do  not  think  that  leprosy  is  contagious 
under  any  circumstances  ? — I  think  it  is  not  contagious,  as  really  contagious 
diseases  spread  in  quite  a  different  manner,  r  rsif>  I        i     Mi  tifo 

5203.  Can  you  bring  forward  any  proof  beyond  what  you  have  read  ?— No» 

5204.  Assuming  that  the  disease  is  not  contagious,  do  you  think  it  can 
be  spread  ? — I  do  not  think  it  can  be  spread  by  intercourse  with  people.  In 

I  different  parts  of  Southern  Russia,  for  instance,  there  are  places  where  the ; 
disease  exists  in  small  areas,  but  it  never  spreads  beyond  in  spite  of  free  in- 
tercourse.   If  it  were  a  really  contagious  disease  that  would  not  be  the  case. 

5205.  Dr.  Herman.']  As  a  matter  of  fact  we  know  that  leprosy  exists  to 
a  considerable  extent  in  Eussia  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land,  upon  what  evidence  can  it  be  asserted  that  the  cases  are  only  confined 
<  to  small  areas  ? — Eussia  is  fairly  free  from  leprosy,  excepting  several  parts 
I  of  the  Baltic  provinces,  the  lower  Volga  regions  and  the  Caucasus  {Berliner 
\Klinische  Wochemchrift,  February,  1894),  (Hirsch,  historch  geograph,  Patho- 
jlogy,  1883),  (Thin,  London,  ]891).    It  does  not  spread  beyond  these  small 

ateas  in  Southern  Eussia,  in  the  Caucasus,  in  the  northern  districts  of  Persia, 
and  in  New  Brunswick. 

'    5206.  Ton  say  that  leprosy  does  not  spread  from  a  particular  centre, 
what  does  that  prove  ? — It  proves  that  it  is  not  a  contagious  disease. 

5207.  If  there  was  only  one  case  of  leprosy  in  a  certain  village,  and  the 
disease  did  not  spread  to  any  other  people  in  that  village,  that  would  b^ 
evidence  that  the  disease  was  not  contagious,  but  it  is  no  evidence  to  say  there 
were  fifty  cases  in  thai  village  and  none  in  the  next  village  ? — I  have  plenty 

!  of' evidence  to  show  that  only  one  case  of  leprosy  existed  in  a  certain  village 
'  and  the  disease  did  not  spread  to  any  other  people  in  that  village.  ■ 

5208.  Can  you  lay  them  before  the  Commission? — Yes.  Numerous 
cases  are  known  in  which  Europeans  have  contracted  the  disease  in  leprous 
countries,  and  then  returned  to  their  homes,  where  they  moved  about  freely 
without  causing  any  further  spread  (Hirsch,  Vol.  11). 

5209.  Do  you  know  the  history  of  the  Dublin  case  brought  forward  by 
I)r,  H.  Benson  ;  was  not  that  regarded  as  satisfactorily  proving  contagion  ? — ■ 
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(J  KMir  •  ^  jeniember  that  case.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  how  must  we  account  for 
those  cases  which  occur  in  countries  where  leprosy  has  been  extinct  some 
centuries  among  people  who  have  never  been  in  leprous  countries,  neither 
came  in  contact  with  lepers  ? 

6210.  Dr.  Hofman.~\  Do  cases  happen  where  there  has  never  been  any 
contact  with  lepers Yes.  (Berndt,  Memorahilia,  III;  Wilson,  Xanc«/, 
1866;  Busch,  C%arife-Annalcn,  1858;  Nourse,  Med.  Times  and  Gar.,  1865; 
Stendener,  Urlanffen,  1867  ;  Gaskoin,  ^nV.  Med.  Journal,  1873;  Med.  Times 
and  Gar.,  1878 ;  Virchou's  ArcUv,  1876  ;  Donor,  New  York  Med.  Record, 
1875;  Yidal,  Gar.d^s  Hopil,  1876;  Kohler,  Berl.  Klin.,  1877;  Breuer, 
1880l 

6211.  Then  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  very  fact  that  leprosy  does 
not  die  out  proves  that  it  is  not  contagious  ? — This  proves  nothing  for  nor 
against  the  contagiousness  of  the  disease. 

•  6212.  Would  you  call  measles  or  small-pox  contagious  diseases  ? — Yes. 
5213.  How  is  it  that  they  do  not  die  out;  does  it  pro^e  that  they  are 
not  contagious  ? — Small-pox  and  measles  do  not  die  out,  because  they  are 
contagious,  and  continually  find  new  victims  all  over  the  earth.  Leprosy,  on 
the  other  hand,  spreads  so  little  that  if  all  doubtful  cases  of  contagion  were 
to  be  recognised  as  certain  the  incidence  of  contagion  would  only  be  5  per 
cent.,  and  if  contagion  was  the  only  cause  of  diffusion,  the  disease  would  die 
out  after  a  few  generations.    {Ind.  Lepr.  Commis.,  1893). 

6214.  Chairman.']  Can  you  point  out  where  the  disease  is  generating  ? — 
I  doa't  know ;  it  must  be  somewhere  abroad.  .dnum 

6215.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Are  you  certain  that  the  poison  is  not  generating  in 
the  leper  and  then  scattered  through  space  very  much  diluted  ?— Experience, 
is  against  it.  .vN>rAvw\V\  .^0 

5216.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  agree  that  leprosy  is  not  very 
contagious  ? — I  say  that  it  is  not  contagious  at  all.  I  say  it  is  possible,  but 
there  is  no  proof.  M&ui  iro?  «n'  J 

4217.  You  have  no  proof  of  anything  whatever  either  one  way  or 
the  other  ? — No  ;  we  have  no  proof  how  the  disease  originates,  just  as  we 
do  not  know  anything  about  malaria  and  where  the  poison  is  generated. 

6218.  Do  not  you  go  further  than  the  Indian  Leprosy  Commission;  we 
find  according  to  their  report  a  clear  history  of  contagion  in  about  five  or 
six  per  cent,  of  the  cases ;  can  you  go  that  length  ? — As  far  as  I  remember 
the  Indian  Leprosy  Commission  does  not  recognise  in  a  single  case  a  clear 
history  of  contagion. 

6219.  Owing-  to  the  frequent  concealment  of  cases  might  there  not  b^ 
very  much  more  than  five  or  six  per  cent.  ? — I  have  not  the  statistics  at  hanc 

6220.  Do  you  deny  the  possibility  of  such  a  thing  ? — No,  I  do  not  dent 
the  possibility.  I  ;  .nhi'l 

6221.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  in  tbe  case  of  634  lepers  on  EobbeiT 
Island  there  was  history  of  184  leper  relatives,  does  that  not  show  very 
clearly  the  possibility  of  these  cases  having  been  derived  from  contact  ? — 
There  are  many  other  cases  to  prove  the  contrary. 

6222.  Do  you  think  that  contagion  had  anything  to,  do  ;  with  their 
becoming  lepers  ? — If  you  find  several  lepers  in  one  family,  you  might  tliiiii||> 
that  one  got  the  disease  from  the  other.    But  if  you  investigate  deeper  au4, 
find  that  in  innumerable  cases  only  one  member  of  a  family  is  affected,  you- 
ate  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  former  are  not  due  to  contagion,  but 
to.  infection  from  a  common  source. 

6223.  How  do  you  explain  the  rapid  spread  of  the  disease  in  the 
Sandwich  Islands  ?— You  cannot  explain  it,  other  non-contagious  diseases 
often  spread  in  the  same  way.  [ 

5224,  Do  not  you  admit  the  possibility  of  contagion  ? — There  is  no 
proof.  ai\'h  'cniuoToH 

6226.  Dr.  Hoffman.^]  You  admitted  that  you  thought  leprosy  might  be 
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transmitted  by  experiments  upon  a  person  ? — Yes,  although  up  to  now  the  ^  EMe^- 
experiments  have  failed.  il.Oiy  .  j:^  _ 

5226.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  transmitted  by  vaccinatioh  ?— It  might   Feij. -leth, 
be.    It  has  not  been  proved  as  far  as  I  know,  and  even  if  it  could  be 
inoculated,  it  would  not  prove  the  contagiousness  of  the  disease  in  practical 
li*e.    For  instance,  malaria  can  also  be  inoculated,  and  yet  no  one  would 
dream  of  saying  that  one  person  can  catch  it  from  another. 

52-7.  If  the  bacillus  leprae  came  in  contact  with  a  broken  surface,  do 
you  think  it  would  communicate  the  disease  from  one  person  to  another  ? — 
No. 

5228.  Do  you  think  if  a  farm  labourer,  for  example,  who  was  leprous 
and  had  sores  handled  a  spade  and  another  healthy  man  took  it  afterwards, 
he  would  contract  the  disease  ? — 'No.    There  are  no  cases  recorded  that  I  ' 
know  of  ;  on  the  contrary,  there  are  u  lot  of  cases  proving  that  it  does  not 
happen. 

5229.  Dr.  Dodds.j  If  you  were  working  with  lepers  on  Eobben  Island, 
would  you  take  any  precautions  against  infection  by  using  disinfectants  and 
taking  care  that  you  had  no  broken  surface  ? — No.  I  would  take  no  other 
precautions  than  with  any  other  disease. 

5230.  Dr.  Ilqfman.']  You  say  you  would  take  no  precautions  ? — If  I  were 
attending  -d  patient  who  had  catarrh  of  the  stomach  and  I  examined  him,  I 
would  wash  my  hands,  but  I  would  take  no  other  precaution. 

5231.  Dr  Dodds.j  You  would  not  have  any  fear  of  getting  leprosy, 
would  you  ? —  No. 

5232.  Dr  Hof  man.^  For  what  reason  would  you  take  precautions  ? — 
Foi'  the  sake  of  cleanliness. 
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PRESENT  : 
Dr.  Edington  f  ChairmanJ. 
Dr.  Fismer.  j     _  Dr.  Tloffman. 

31r.  William  A.  Fitch  examined. 

5233.  Chairman.  ]  How  long  have  you  been  on  Liobben  Island? — A  little  3ir. 
over  tour  years. 

I  5234.  What  were  you  brought  here  for  originally  ? — To  look  after  the  Fei..  ^Kti,.  isw. 
■  lepers. 

5235.  Have  you  acted  in  that  capacity  ever  since  you  came? — Yes. 

5236.  Will  you  give  some  detailed  information  as  to  the  nature  of  your 
duties  ? — 1  have  to  look  after  the  clothing  and  food,  and  dress  wounds  if 
required. 

5237.  Is  the  clothing  supplied  by  the  Government? — Yes.  . 

5238.  What  clothing  do  tlie  patients  get  in  the  couri^e  of  a  year? — 
Just  what  they  require,  I  issue  every  Thursday,  and  if  ihere  is  any  cloth- 
ing too  torn  or  too  bad  to  be  worn,  I  give  out  fresh  if  I  have  it. 

5239.  That  is  for  the  male  lepers? — Only  for  the  male  lepers 

5240.  Where  do  the  patients  keep  their  clothes  in  the  wards  ?— They 
generally  have  two  suits,  one  in  use  and  one  in  the  wash.  They  keep  their 
jolothes  under  their  pillows,  as  there  are  no  boxes  or  anything  of  the  kind. 
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TF  A^mtvh  5241.  Is  not  that  unsatisfactory  ? — Yes  ;  very  unsatisfactory. 

—     '  5242.  How  often  is  the  clothing  washed  ? — Every  week. 

F.K  28th,  1894.  5243.  Where  is  it  done  ?— In  the  steam  laundry. 

5244.  Is  there  any  of  the  lunatics'  clothing  brought  into  contact  with 
it  there  ?— No. 

5245.  Are  you  responsible  for  the  lepers  keeping  themsslves  clean, 
bathing  and  so  on  ? — They  have  baths. 

5246.  How  often  ? — It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  get  them  to  take  a 

bath. 

5247.  Are  there  no  regulations  by  vv^hich  you  can  enforce  it  ? — You 
cannot  force  them  to  take  a  bath.    There  are  six  baths  fitted  up. 

5248.  Why  do  you  say  you  cannot  force  them  ? — They  will  say  they 
,   are  clean  enough,  and  there  are  no  regulations  on  the  point. 

5249.  When  do  the  patients  have  their  meals?— They  iiave their  break- 
fast at  eight  o'clock  in  the  mortiing,  dinner  about  half-past  twelve  and  tea 
about  half -past  four. 

5250.  Anything  more  after  that  ? — No. 

5251.  What  sort  of  lood  do  they  get? — Bread  and  coffee  in  the  morn 
ing,  soup,  meat,  vegetables  and  rice,  or  whatever  there  is,  for  dinner,  and  in 
the  evening  bread  and  tea.    Those  who  are  working  get  butter  spread  o~ 
their  bread ;  those  who  do  not  work  do  not  get  butter,  only  dry  bread. 

5252.  Is  it  not  an  advantage,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  disease  that 
they  should  get  a  certain  amount  of  fat  ? — -Yes,  I  think  perhaps  it  might  be 
an  advantage. 

5253.  Is  not  the  meat  rather  lean  as  a  rule  ? — ^Yes. 

5254.  Then  practically  some  of  the  patients  get  no  fat  at  uU  of  any  kiud' 
do  they  ? — That  is  so.  Formerly  they  were  allowed  some  sheeptail  fat,  but 
that  has  been  done  away  with. 

5255.  Dr.  Fismer.^  I  understand  that  those  patients  who  were  unable 
to  work  do  not  get  any  fat  or  butter  ? — One  or  two  perhaps  may  have  it  if 
they  ask  the  doctor  ;  it  is  put  down  as  a  medical  extra. 

•5256.  ChairnuiN.']  Where  is  the  food  cooked  ? — In  the  leper  kitchen. 

5257.  Are  there  special  cooks  told  off  for  that  work  ? — There  are  twQ 
cooks. 

5258.  How  are  the,  paying  patients  fed  ? — There  are  only  two  paying 
patients,  Mr.  K****  and  Mr.  L***,  and  they  draw  their  own  rations,  exactly 
what  they  like. 

5259.  Is  there  any  inspection  of  the  food  held  ? — I  do  not  see  it  every 
day.    I  am  not  always  there  :  I  have  to  be  at  the  boat  three  times  a  week. 

5261'.  Was  there  not  some  disturbance  lately  in  connection  with  the 
meat? — Yes. 

5261.  Did  you  inspoci  that  meat  ? — Yes. 

5262.  What  was  the  character  of  it  ? — It  was  bad  decidedly. 

5263.  What  was  done  with  it  ? — I  sent  it  back  at  once. 

5264.  To  whom  was  it  submitted  ? — It  was  sent  back  to  Mr.  Gower  at 
the  store,  and  he  was  asked  to  substitute  mutton  for  it,  as  the  beef  was  not 
good. 

5265.  What  was  done  then  ? — I  was  told  that  the  butcher  took  out  112 
lbs.  of  the  meat  and  I  sent  back  and  substituted  another  112  lbs.  for  it. 

5266.  Was  any  representation  made  to  Dr.  Impey  at  the  time  ? — No  ; 
they  were  satisfied  when  the  other  meat  was  sent  down. 

5267.  So  far  as  yun  are  aware.  Dr.  Impey  was  not  made  aware  that 
there  was  anything  wrong  with  the  meat? — -I  was  going  round  with  Dr. 
Impey  when  a  note  came  from  Mr.  Grower  that  the  meat  had  come  back  a 
second  time. 

5268.  What  was  done  then? — I  saw  that  some  of  the  meat  was  still  in 
the  same  condition,  green  and  smelling  ;  I  recommended  that  some  of  the 
best  of  it  should  be  curried. 
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5269.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  on  that  particular  day,  the  meat  supplied  to      ^  a^fm- 
the  lepers  was  not  really  in  a  fit  condition  for  food  ? — Nio.    The  substitution        '  — 

;of  112  lbs.  showed  that  there  was  really  some  ground  for  complaint.'^;:'  Feb.  28t.h.  1894. 

5270.  Dr.  Hoffman.~\  Is  the  meat  generally  good? — The  beeif  is  not 
good,  but  the  mutton  is  fairly  good. 

v271.  Dr.  Fismer.']  How  long  do  you  keep  it  before  it  is  used  '? — The 
beef  that  came  to-day  will  be  used  to-morrow. 

5272.  Does  ir  happen  that  very  often  the  meat  turns  bad  during  the  hot 
weather  ? — No.  On  this  occasion  it  was  an  exceptionally  hot  day.  The 
beef  is  very  poor  generally,  and  it  v,^ants  a  great  deal  of  cooking. 

5273  Chairman.~\  Are  there  any  complaints  as  to  the  tea  and  coffee  ? 
— Occasionally  they  say  it  is  not  quite  so  strong  as  it  ought  to  be. 

5274.  Will  you  supply  the  Commission  with  a  diet  scale  both  for  the 
paying  and  non-paying  patients? — Yes.  The  paying  patients  order  their 
own  food.  '  .-.iii.m  •mIi  "to  -mii;  -'O^,  •>!  :''?<>"// 

5c75.  Are  there  any  arrangements  for  keeping  the  patients  with 
wounds  separate  from  the  rest  ? — ihose  who  are  very  bad  go  into  the  hospi- 
tal at  No.  1  pavilion,    v-ai  ■>niJ!  fd'i.i . 

52!76.  Who  looks  after  them  in  the  hospital  ? — There  are  two  nurses, 
and  the  doctor  visits  them. 

5277.  Do  you  dress  those  patients  who  are  not  in  the  hospital  ? — One 
or  two.  I  do  not  dress  very  many  cases.  They  dress  themselves  very  often. 
I  look  at  them  occasionally. 

5278.  Are  the  lepers  in  the  habit  of  receiving  any  medical  treatment 
for  the  disease  ? — Dr.  Koch's  lymph  has  been  tried  and  also  tuberculine ;  that 
was  in  Dr.  Dixon's  time.  We  also  tried  gurjun  oil  and  chaulmoogra  oil, 
but  this  treatment  seems  to  irritate  the  patients  very  much,  and  they  break 
out  into  a  rash. 

5279.  Have  you  tried  any  other  treatment  ? — Some  roots  were  sent 
down  from  Basutoland  a  little  time  ago  to  Dr.  Impey,  and  they  were  tried 
by  Mr.  K**'**  and  Mr.  L***.    I  do  not  know  whether  it  did  Ihem  any  good. 

5280.  Who  does  the  cleaning  of  the  wards  ? — The  white  attendants. 
There  is  an  attendant  for  each  pavilion. 

5281.  Not  a  patient?— No. 

5282.  What  do  they  get  ? — 3s.  id.  a  day.    Formerly  it  was  2s.  9d,  a  day. 

5283.  How  often  are  the  wards  cleaned  ? — Each  ward  is  scrubbed  out 
once  a  week  and  the  day  rooms  every  other  day. 

52S4.  Does  that  apply  to  the  tables  and  chairs  or  only  the  floors? — 'The 
tables,  chairs  and  everything. 

5285.  Who  looks  after  the  closets  in  connection  with  the  different  wards  ? 
— The  convict  department. 

5286.  How  often  are  they  cleaned  out  ? — Every  morning  they  are 
scrubbed  out.    A  convict  party  comes,  and  fresh  buckets  are  put  in. 

5287.  What  disinfectant  is  used  ? — We  have  been  using  chloride  of  lime. 

5288.  Is  this  done  every  day  ?— Yes,  except  Sunday. 

5289.  Are  the  lepers  themselves  careful  ? — Yes,  I  think  they  are  fairly 
careful.  We  had  a  little  trouble  some  time  ago,  because  the  seat  was  a  little 
too  high,  but  that  has  been  attended  to.  ' 

5290.  Who  is  responsible  for   the  removal  of  the  uight-soil  ? — The 
convict  department. 

5291.  Where  do  they  take  it  to? — That  does  not  coine  under  my  super- 
Vision. 

5292.  Are  the  lepers  allowed  to  roam  about  the  island  in  the  day  time? 
— There  is  a  boundary  extending  from  the  back  of  Dr.  Impey's  house  down 
to  a  place  called  Lady's  Rock;  they  must  not  go  beyond  that. 

5293.  Are  the  male  patients  allowed  to  mix  with  the  females? — They 
have  visitmg  days.  On  other  days  they  cannot  go  inside  the  female  com- 
pound without  a  special  pass. 

KK  2 
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w  A'^Fiteh  5294.  What  precautions  are  taken  at  night  ? — The  patients  are  supposed 

'     to  be  in  their  wards  by  nine  o'clock. 
Teh.  asth.  1894.  5295,  And  after  that  time  ?— At  ten  o'clock  the  lamps  are  put  out,  and 

the  patients  are  supposed  to  be  in  bed. 

5296.  Is  there  anybody  to  keep  a  watch  ? — There  is  a  night  attendant. 

5297.  Dr.  Hofmcin.~\  Have  the  women  as  much  freedom  as  the  men? — 

No. 

5298.  Chairman.^  Are  the  males  kept  perfectly  separate  from  the 
females      As  far  as  I  know,  except  on  visiting  days. 

5299.  What  precautions  are  taken  at  night? — There  is  a  fence  round 
the  female  quarters,  and  there  are  three  constables  outside. 

5300.  Do  you  consider  the  fence  satisfactory  ?  —  No,  not  at  all. 

5301.  How  inan}^  sides  are  there  to  the  fence  ? — Four. 

5302.  And  there  are  three  constables  ? — Yes. 

5303.  Would  it  be  impossible  for  any  of  the  male  lepers  to  get  inside 
the  female  compound  at  night  ? — Not  at  all  impossible.  Mr.  Jones,  the 
magistrate,  tried  a  case  where  three  men  got  into  the  enclosure  at  night. 

5304.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? — About  nine  months  ago. 

5305.  Is  that  the  only  case  you  know  of  where  the  segregation  has 
been  interfered  with? — Yes;  that  is  the  only  case  I  know  of  for  certain. 
These  men  admitted  their  guilt. 

5306.  Have  you  any  susj)icion  of  other  cases  ? — Yes,  undoubted 
suspicion.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  men  do  visit  there  at  night,  although 
I  cannot  prove  any  thin 

5307.  From  your  position  are  you  better  able  to  form  an  opinion  of  this 
than  anyone  else  ? — I  hear  their  conversation  ;  I  can  understand  Dutch. 

5308.  Do  you  suspect  what  goes  on  from  the  conversation  you  hear? — 
Yes,  I  have  no  other  proof. 

5309.  You  heard  the  conversation  and  that  led  you  to  suspect  ? — 
Yes ;  and  I  have  heard  the  men  make  appointments  too. 

5310.  Dr.  Hoffmanr\  Are  the  constables  there  the  whole  night  ?•  -I 
believe  so.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  They  go  there  about  five  or 
six  o'clock  and  are  supposed  to  reinaiu  till  the  next  morning. 

5311.  Are  they  all  there  at  the  same  time,  or  do  they  take  turns? — 
They  are  all  there  at  the  same  time.  No  constables  are  there  in  the  day 
time. 

5312.  Chairman. \  Does  any  one  inspect  the  constables  on  duty  at 
night  ? — I  cannot  say.    I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  constables. 

5313.  Dr.  Fismer.~\  Could  the  male  lepers  get  into  the  female  quarters 
without  the  night  watchmen  knowing  it  ? — Yes. 

5314.  You  think  the  night  watch  is  not  sufficient  then? — I  do  not 
think  it  is. 

5315.  Ghairnian.']  Have  any  children  been  born  on  the  island  since  you 
went  there  ? — That  I  cannot  say.    I  believe  one  or  two  have  been  born. 

5316.  Were  they  born  on  the  island  or  brought  there  ? — They  were 
born  on  the  island.  One  of  the  women  had-  intercourse  with  a  convict  and 
a  child  was  born  as  the  result. 

5317.  Is  that  the  only  case  of  the  kind  you  know  of  ?^ — Yes,  that  was 
since  I  was  on  the  island. 

5318.  Dr.  Hofman.']  Was  the  woman  badly  affected  with  leprosy  ? — 
No ;  only  her  hands  were  affected.  I  believe  the  convict  got  into  the  closet, 
they  were  working  somewhere  about  there. 

53/9.  Ghairmaii .~]  Have  any  complaints  been  made  by  the  lejsers  to 
you  ? — Yes. 

5320.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  complaints  ? — Generally  about  cloth- 
ing, it  is  nothing  very  t-erious,  they  say  they  do  not  get  enough. 

532 1.  Do  they  seem  satisfied  with  their  lot?— No;  they  want  to  go 
home  ;  that  is  the  chief  thing  they  talk  about.    I  think  they  are  pretty  well 
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satisfied  with  what  I  do  for  them.    I  always  tell  them  if  there  is  anything      ^  T^'huh 
they  want  to  let  me  know.    There  are  some  300  patients  and  one  cannc  t        '  _ 
remember  every  little  thing.    They  can  always  come  to  my  office.  ^'*^- 

5322.  To  whom  are  you  directly  responsible  ? — To  Dr.  Impey  now. 
When  Dr.  Todd  was  in  charge  I  was  responsible  to  him. 

5323.  D)\  Hoffman.']  Has  any  systematic  treatment  been  adopted  for 
any  length  of  tiiiie? — Attempts  have  been  made  with  gurjun  oil. 

5324.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Have  any  regular  experiments  been  made  in  the 
way  of  treating  the  lepers? — No. 

5325.  How  many  visiting  days  are  there  ? — Cape  Town  people  visit  the 
patients  on  Monday,  people  living  beyond  Wynberg  and  as  far  as  Dlirban 
road,  can  come  on  Wednesdays  or  Fridays. 

5326.  Is  Monday  the  day  when  they  visit  most  frequently  ? — Yes. 

5327.  Have  you  any  idea  what  the  average  number  of  visitors  is  ou 
Monday  ? — We  can  only  issue  18  passes.  Formerly  when  passes  were  issued 
ad  libitum,  50  or  60  persons  came. 

5328.  Are  the  lepers  allowed  to  come  beyond  the  boundary  ?-  Not 
without  a  special  pass. 

5329.  Can  they  get  a  special  pass  ? — Yes. 

5330.  Do  they  come  to  the  landing  place  sometimes  ? — Yes. 

5331.  Does  that  happen  now  ? — Yes  ;  they  get  a  pass  from  Dr.  Impey, 
and  come  down  accompanied  by  a  constable. 

5332.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  And  do  they  mix  freely  with  the  visitors  ? — No. 
I  am  always  very  particular.  I  make  them  stay  ou  the  other  side  of  the 
boathouse. 

5333.  Do  the  visitors  kiss  and  embrace  the  lepers  sometimes  ?— Yes  ; 
they  kiss  each  other. 

5334.  Are  there  no  more  than  18  visitors  allowed  each  tine  ? — For  the 
males  I  am  allowed  to  give  only  18  passes,  and  Mrs  Dill,  the  female  matron, 
gives  ll:.    We  are  only  allowed  to  issue  50  passes  in  all. 

5335.  Are  those  passes  always  taken  up  ? — No,  not  always.  I  make  a 
list  out  every  Monday. 

5336.  Dr.  Fismer.]  Do  the  visitors  ever  have  their  meals  on  the  island? 
— They  generally  bring  their  food  over  with  them.  They  are  allowed  to  go 
into  the  wards. 

5337.  Do  the  lepers  take  food  from  the  visitors  ? — I  dare  say  they  give 
them  some 

5338.  Are  they  under  supervision  ? — There  is  only  one  attendant  to 
each  pavilion. 

5339.  Chairman.]  When  visitors  come  over,  do  they  get  anything  from 
the  lepers  in  the  way  of  food  ? — Sometimes  thkij  make  them  coffee. 

5340.  Are  the  visitors  allowed  to  get  that? — Yes. 

5341.  So  far  as  you  have  seen,  is  segregation  sati-sfactorily  carried  out 
on  the  island  ? — No,  certainly  not.  It  is  not  segregation  when  people  are 
allowed  to  come  and  visit  their  friends  as  they  like  ev'ery  week,  mix  with 
them,  greet  each  other,  and  so  on.  I  do  not  think  that  is  the  meaning  of 
the  Act,  and  I  do  not  call  it  c jraplete  segregation  certainly.  If  a  man  comes 
over  to  the  island  you  cannot  say  he  has  not  had  connection  during  the  day.  ' 

5342.  Dr.  Fismer.]  Do  the  visitors  ever  stay  over  night  ? — Yes,  they 
I  are  allowed  to  stay  over  night. 

5343.  Dr.  Hoffman^]  Then  a  man  and  his  wife  might  just  wander  over 
the  island  ? — Within  the  boundary  only,  not  beyond.  A  man  could  walk  out 
with  his  wife  without  any  inspection  whatever. 

5344.  Dr.  Firmer.]  There  would  be  n(;thiug  to  prevent  their  having  con- 
iH  ctioi)  ? — No.  As  far  as  I  know,  it  is  impossible  for  one  attendant  with  75 
or  80  patients  umler  his  charge  to  keep  watch.  Visitors  come  over  and  they 
are  scattered  about. 

5  -45.  Chairman.]  Do  you  consider  the  number  of  attendants  is 
sufHcient  ?— I  do  not. 
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w  A'^ktch  '5346.  How  mauy  attendants  are  there  for  the  male  lepers  ? — Ten. 

'  '        ' "  5847.  For  how  mauy  wards? — For  twelve  wards. 

Fek  28t,h,  1894.  5348.  Dr.  Fismcr.']  Do  you  include  thqse  in  the  kitchen?— No;  those 

are  separate.  -tlh  rrr.-.  .L'V;!'. 

5349.  Chairman.'^  Is  there  a  night  attendant?  —  There  is  only  one 
attendant  at  night.    A  book  is  kept. 

5350.  Can  you  be  certain  that  the  attendant  has  been  at  his  post  at 
certain  times  ? — I  cannot  be  certain.  I  occasionally  look  in  myself  during 
the  night. 

5351.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  have  a  tell-tale  system  ? — Yes; 
we  ought  to  have  something  of  the  kind ;  they  have  clocks  at  the  male 
asylum,  but  not  in  the  female  asylum. 

5352.  Do  you  kuow  why  that  is  ? — No,  it  would  be  a  great  advantage, 
because  you  could  then  be  sure  that  the  attendant  had  paid  his  visits  ;  now 
you  cannot  be  sure.  We  had  an  attendant  who  put  down  that  he  had  visited 
so  many  times.  On  olo  occasion  I  went  there  at  half -past  eleven  and  found 
he  had  entered  his  uame  as  having  visited  at  four  o'clock  the  next  morning. 
He  did  not  know  that  I  was  coming  round. 

5353.  Is  any  spirituous  liquor  supplied  to  the  lepers  ? — Yes  ;  by  special 
order. 

5354.  Do  the  visitors  bring  over  any  with  them  ? — I  do  not  know  for 
certain,  but  there  is  no  doubt  they  do  ;  some  of  the  patients  are  the  .worse 
for,  liquor  afterwards.    I  cannot  prove  it,  but  I  notice  their  manner. 

5355.  Complaints  have  been  made  about  not  having  sufficient  paper  to 
Avrite  on  ;  is  that  so  ?— They  can  get  what  paper  they  want,  any  amount. 

.  5356.  Is  there  no  restrictiou  ? — No  ;  if  they  come  to  me  I  give  them 
paper  and  envelopes. 

5357.  One  of  the  female  patients  showed  us  a  small  piece  of  foolscap 
paper  and  said  that  was  all  she  was  supplied  with  once  a  week  ? — Occa- 
sionally I  tear  a  sheet  of  foolscap  in  half  because  they  only  write  on  one 
side  ;  they  prefer  ruled  paper,  they  do  not  like  it  plain.  If  they  want  to 
write  a  long  letter  they  can  get  a  larger  sheet. 

5358.  Dr.  H.offman.\  As  a  rule,  do  they  write  much  ? — No ;  a  good 
many  cannot  write  at  all.  ,,i  -(r'u! 

5359.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Who  writes  for  them  ? — Some  of  the  patients.  T 
write  for  them  myself  occasionally. 

5360.  Dr.  Hoffman'.\  What  are  the  arrangements  for  dressing  wounds?: 
There  is  a  dressing  room,  and  some  of  the  patients  are  employed  in  dressing 
wounds  ;  there  is  a  nurse,  and  she  tells  them  what  to  do. 

5361.  And  for  the  re.«t  they  attend  to  the  wounds  themselves?-^ — Yes; 
it  was  thought  sufficient  to  dress  the  wounds  every  other  day. 

6362.  Do  the  patients  get  ointment  and  disinfectants? — We  do  not  get 
much  in  the  way  of  disinfectants.    Ointment  and  lint  are  supplied  very  freely. 

5363.  Chairman.']  What  disinfectant  do  you  use? — Jeyes'.  That  is 
rather  expensive.  Jeyes'  disinfectant  and  carbolic  are  used  for  wounds  and 
chloride  of  lime  for  other  purposes. 

6364.,  What  strength  is  the  carbolic?— 1  to  40  1  think. 

5365.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  What  is  done  with  the  old  dressings? — They 
are  put  into  separate  receptacles  and  thrown  into  the  sea. 

5366.  Are  not  they  burnt  ? — Not  as  far  as  I  know. 

5367.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  burning  them  ?-^>Not  at  all.  At 
one  time  they  were  buried.  -  :  idt  niiitf  // 

5368.  Were  vou  on  the  island  at  the  time  there  was  typhoid  fever?  — 

Yes. 

5369.  Did  any  cases  come  under  you?— No.  It  was  among  the  resi- 
dents at  the  other  end  of  the  island.  > 

5370.  Is  there  a  good  deal  of  erysipelas  ? — Yes. 

5371.  Are  any  steps  taken  when  there  is  erysipelas  to  keep  the  patients 
separate  from  the  rest  ? — No,  they  are  kept  where  they  are. 
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5372.  Has  it  spread  at  any  time? — There  have  been  two  or  three  cases  T^kuh. 
of  death  from  what  you  might  call  erysipelas.  — 

5373.  Out  of  how  many  cases? — The  doctor  has  them  down  in  his  book.  ^''^ 
5874.  Were   uo  steps  taken  to  isolate  the  patients  when  they  got 

erysipelas? — No,  it  spread  so  quickly. 

5375.  Is  there  any  observation  hospital  or  ward  separate  from  the  rest 
in  which  such  cases  can  be  treated  ? — i^o.  i  .w. 

4376.  Would  it  not  be  a  convenience  if  you  had  some  special  place  ? — 
Yes,  we  want  it  very  much.  There  is  one  little  room,  but  that  is  not  satis- 
factory. 

5377.  Dr.  Fisjner.']  Was  the  mortality  among  the  lepers  rather  great 
last  year  ? — Yes. 

5378.  Is  there  any  provision  mada  for  dying  patients,  are  they  watched 
during  the  uigho  ?— Yes,  by  the  night  attendant  ;  if  it  is  a  very  bad  case,  we 
get  one  of  the  boys  to  sit  up  with  the  patient  and  pay  him  something  extra. 

5379.  Does  the  churchyard  lie  between  the  two  asylums  ?  —Yes. 

5380.  Are  the  patients  much  distressed  by  seeing  so  many  funerals  ? — 
Not  at  all.    They  very  seldom  go  to  the  funerals,  a  few  may  go. 

5381.  Have  they  a  distressing  effect? — No,  unless  it  is  the  case  of  some 
one  who  is  very  much  liked  and  respected  by  the  other  patients. 

5382.  Do  they  get  used  to  the  funerals  ? — -Yes. 

538"2i.  Dr.  Hoffmari]  Do  you  put  a  screen  around  patients  when  they  are 
dying  ? — Yes,  there  are  orders  to  do  so. 

6383.  Chairman.']  At  what  depth  are  corpses  buried  ? — Five  feet. 
538 J.  What  soil  is  it? —  AH  sand. 

5385.  How  far  distant  from  the  two  asylums  is  the  burial  place  ? — It  is 
about  half  way  between  the  two,  perhaps  a  little  nearer  to  the  male  lepers. 

5386.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  How  far  is  it  away  from  the  wells? — I  do  not 
think  there  are  any  wells  close  by. 

5387.  Dr.  Fismei-.]  How  long  has  this  churchyard  been  used  ? — I  canunot 

say. 

5388.  Is  the  old  churchyard  higher  up  ? — Yes.    There  is  one  at  the 
back  of  Dr.  Impey's  house. 

538  J.  Is  the  well  water  ever  used  for  drinking  purposes  ? — We  have 
been  told  not  to  drink  it. 

5390.  Chairman.]  How  long  is  it  since  the  Kimberley    nurses  were 
here  ?—  There  is  one  here  still. 

5391.  How  many  were  there  originally? — \  forget.  I  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  nurses;  they  did  not  come  under  my  observation,  they  were  at 
the  male  ward. 

5392.  You  do  not  know  anythins-  abiait:  ihem  ? — No. 

5393.  I  believe  that  some  of  them  left  rather  quickly  ? —  Yes,  they  hud 
sorfle  disputes  among  themselves  I  believe. 

5394.  Was  that  the  principal  cause  ? — Yes.    I  think  so,  and  the  pay 
was  not  sufficient. 

5395.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  As  a  rule,  have  the  lepers  plenty  of  vegetables  and 
fruit? — Yes.  They  always  get  fruit  in  the  summer  time.  Many  people 
send  fruit  over. 

5396.  Dr.  Fismer.]  How  many  attendants  are  there  in  the  kitchen  ? — 
Only  two. 

5397.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Generally  speaking  do  you  think  you  are  under- 
manned ? — Yes.     It  is  impossible  to  surpeiwise  evei-ythiug. 

5398.  Dr.  Fismer.]  You  think  for  tlie  proper  management  of  the  asy- 
lum the  number  of  attendants  is  far  too  small? — Yes.  We  ought  to  have 
one  attendant  to  ertcii  ward.  We  did  have  that  formerly,  and  then  it  was 
thought  that  the  patients  might  help  if  a  little  money  was  paid  them,  and  it 
would  give  them  something  to  do,  so  we  did  away  with  one  attendant,  and  I 
think  four  boys  were  engaged  in  his  place. 
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w.  A'!^Ftteh.  5399.  At  present  do  you  have  to  do  work  which  really  does  not  belong 

—  '         to  you  ? — Yes. 
Feh.  28th,  1894.  54qq_        Hofman."]  Are  the  patients  willing  to  work      Yes,  but  they 

grumble  that  the  pay  is  not  enough;  10s.  a  month  is  not  much.  ■' 

5401.  Dr.  Fismer.~\  How  many  patients  are  there  at  present  ? — 330  in 
the  male  wards. 

5402.  Chairman.~\  What  are  yourliours  on  the  island  ? — I  have  no  fixed 
hours  at  all.    I  am  there  at  all  times,  early  and  late. 

5403.  Is  the  administration  generally  satisfactory  ? — Yes,  as  far  as  I 
know  things  work  smoothly. 

5404.  Are  you  satisfied  ?- — I  would  rather  not  answer  that. 

5405.  Dr.  Hoffman7\  C'an  you  point  out  any  direction  where  improve-' 
ments  can  be  made  ? — No. 

5406.  Chairman.']  In  what  way  do  not  things  work  so  smoothly  as  you 
would  like  ? — I  cannot  answer  that. 

5407.  Dr.  Hofman.~\  Does  the  time  hang  heavily  on  the  hands  of  the 
patients  ? — Yes,  it  does  decidedly.  Many  of  them  will  not  work  ;  they  just 
sit  about  all  day  and  will  not  do  anything. 

540  • .  Do  you  try  as  far  as  possible  to  afford  them  amusement  ? — Yes ; 
they  have  cards,  race  games,  dominoes  and  draughts,  and  occasionally  there' 
are  concerts. 

5409.  Chairman.']  If  the  weather  is  wet.  hot  or  windy,  how  do  the 
patioiits  get  shelter  outside  the  wards  ?— They  have  only  the  wards,  and  the 
south-east  wind  is  very  trying  to  them,  and  on  hot  days  they  cannot  get  out. 

5410.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Do  you  think  a  large  recreation  room  would  be  a 
great  advantage  ? — I  think  it  would. 

5411.  From  your  experience  what  do  you  think  of  the  climate  of  the 
island  ;  as  a  whole  do  you  consider  it  a  healthy  place  ? — Not  for  the  patients. 

5412.  In  what  way  does  it  affect  them  deleteriously  ? — It  affects  their 
eyes  every  much.  Their  eyes  seem  to  suffer  after  they  have  been  a  short 
time  on  the  island. 

5413.  Dr.  Fismer.]  Are  they  supplied  with  smoked  glasses  ? — Yes. 

5414.  You  think  some  sheltered  place  would  be  a  great  boon  ?— Yes. 
The  fine  sand  is  very  trying  to  the  eyes  and  irritates  them. 

5415.  Dr.  Hoffman.^  Are  the  patients  otherwise  injuriously  affected? 
— Those  coming  from  the  Free  State  are  much  affected  by  the  mist  from  the 
sea. 

5416.  Chairman.]  Have  the  Free  8tate  lepers  chest  complaint? — It 
seems  to  develope  on  the  island.  They  come  down  all  right,  and  a  number 
of  the  patients  have  simply  died  of  consumption. 

5417.  Were  they  ill  when  they  came  ? — They  seemed  all  right. 

541  8.  What  race  were  they  ? — Baralongs. 

541?".  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Do  the  patients  complain  much  of  the  cold  at 
times  ? — Yes,  even  now  some  of  them  wear  great  coats  occasionally. 

5420.  Do  the}^  ever  complain  of  the  glare  and  heat  ? — Yes,  and  also 
the  wind. 

5421.  Is  the  wind  very  high? — Yes,  and  the  sand  troubles  them  very 
much. 

54^2.  Have  they  no  shelter  from  the  winder  heat  ? — No  shelter  except 
the  wards. 

542;-^,  Chairman.]  Are  the  wards  fairly  comfortable? — Yes;  the  stone 
buildings  are  very  comfortable,  but  the  iron  buildings  are  very  hot  in  summer 
and  cold  in  winter. 

5424.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Is  there  a  great  difference  between  the  stone  and 
iron  wards? — Yes  I  think  so  ;  the  stone  buildings  are  very  comfortable. 

5425.  Have  you  thermometers  in  the  different  wards  ? — No. 

5426.  Chairman.]  Can  you  tell  us  what  the  mean  temperature  of  the 
wards  is? — No.  I  have  known  it  as  high  as  104  in  the  wood  and  iron 
buildings. 
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5427.  Di .  Ho  fman.']  Are  any  meteorological  obaeryations  takeu  on  the 
islani  ? — I  canuot  say.    I  belieye  so. 

5428.  Is  it  a  fact  that  prostitutes  ever  come  over  to  the  island  ? — Yes. 

5429.  Is  that  a  pretty  frequent  practice  ?— I  cannot  say  it  is  frequent, 
but  I  know  that  some  come  over  and  visit  the  ^^-ards.  It  is  well  known  ;  I 
drew  the  magistrate's  attention  to  it.  f  rl ^<       >•:••"  i!  -  v  Tf^-^f-  ■ 

5430.  Did  you  try  to  put  it  down  as  far  as  possible  ?— Yes  ;  but  t  can- 
not always  prevent  it.    They  get  passes  on  the  mainland. 

5431.  Has  it  happened  more  than  once  within  your  knowledge  ? — I 
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woman  has  been  over  several  times ;  she  is  a  well-known 
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5432.  CJmimmn.j  What  is  your  position  on  Eobben  Island  ? — -I 
Assistant  Kesident  Magistrate  of  Cape  Town,  resident  on  the  island ;  I 
also  assistant  lay  superintendent  and  superintendent  of  convicts. 

5433.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  island  ?— Since  November  llth, 
1892.  ^       _         ^       ■   _  _ 

5434.  In  what  direction  do  your  duties  principally  lie? — Primarily  I 
perform  any  magisterial  functions  that  may  be  required ;  as  assistant  lay 
superintendent  I  assist  Dr.  Impey  in  lay  matters,  hold  any  enquiries  that 
may  be  necessary  and  look  after  the  accounts,  restaurant,  police,  &c.  My 
duties  as  superintendent  of  convicts  are  also  vey  considerable. 

5435.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  the  lepers  iu  the  Avards  ? — Nothing 
whatever. 

5436.  Your's  is  purely  administrative  work  ? — Yes. 

5437.  "What  oflB.cials  are  under  you  ? — I  have  a  general  supervision 
over  the  oifice.    Mr.  Gj-ower,  however,  is  chief  clerk  and  accountant. 

5438.  Does  drunkenness  prevail  on  the  island  to  any  extent  ? — No: 

5439.  Is  there  any  trouble  on  boat  days  ? — There  have  been  cases  of 
drunkenness  reported  in  the  wards  after  boat  days  on  one  or  two  occasions. 

5440.  flow  have  they  been  dealt  with  ? — I  have  had  no  case  of  drunken- 
ness brought  before  me  of  anyone  drunk  in  the  streets  since  I  have  been  here; 
there  have  been  two  or  three  cases  of  drunkenness  at  the  restaurant,  and  the 
offenders  have  had  their  privileges  stopped. 

5441.  "Why  cannot  you  deal  with  those  cases? — The  leper  wards  are  not 
a  public  place ;  the  Act  provides  that  the  Governor  may  make  regulations,  but 
no  penalty  is  provided,  and  there  is  no  means  of  enforcing  the  regulations. 
I  spoke  about  this  when  my  appointment  was  under  consideration,  audit  was 
then  said  that  an  amending  clause  would  be  put  into  the  Act  in  order  to  deal 
with  such  cases,  but  nothing  has  been  done,  and  practically  I  have  no  power. 

5442.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Your  duties  seem  to  be  rather  mixed,  do  they 
net  ? — Yes  they  are. 

5443.  Do  they  ever  clash  ? — They  have  not  done  so  hitherto. 

5444.  Chairmari.']  It  has  been  stated  in  evidence  that  prostitutes  are  in 
the  habit  of  coming  over  from  the  mainland  to  the  island,  is  there  any  way 
of  stopping  that  ? — It  is  very  difficult  to  know  a  prostitute.  I  remember  one 
case  where  two  women  were  said  to  be  prostitutes,  and  I  wrote  to  the  chief  of 
the  police  in  Cape  Town  about  it,  and  after  obtaining  information,  their 
passes  were  stopped.  Of  course  in  any  similar  cases,  if  it  were  known,  such 
characters  would  not  be  allowed  to  land. 

5445.  Is  the  boundary  between  the  male  and  female  lepers  guarded  by 
constables  at  night  ?— Yes. 

544fi.  Is  some  one  always  there? — Yes. 

5447.  Are  there  any  steps  taken  to  ensure  that  the  guard  is  there  ;  is 
there  any  inspection  ? — They  are  visited  occasionally,  but  not  perhaps  as  often 
as  they  might  be.  We  have  no  chief  night  constable,  and  it  is  a  long  walk 
to  visit  the  guard ;  there  are  always  three  men  on  duty,  and  I  have  no  reason 
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L  F^'jMm         believe  that  they  do  not  do  their  duty.    They  are  visited  from  time  to  time. 

5448.  Can  they  absolutely  prevent  the  males  from  getting  into  the 
female  compound,  or  making  clandestine  visits  ? — They  can  prevent  it,  but  it 
ifi  possible  to  conceive  that  such  visits  might  be  made. 

5449.  Is  there  any  way  by  which  they  can  be  prevented  ? — Yes,  by- 
increasing  the  number  of  guards. 

5450.  Do  you  consider  the  present  fence  is  satisfactory  ? — It  might  be 
improved. 

5451.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  getting  over  it? — I  think  not. 

5452.  Under  those  circumstances  is  it  any  good  at  all  ? — -On  a  dark 
night  a  man  would  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  over,  though  I  should  not 
care  to  try  it,  as  it  is  barbed  wire.  In  the  day  time  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  getting  over,  but  it  would  be  easier  to  get  underneath.  The  sand 
apid  stones  beneath  the  fence  are  looked  to  from  time  to  time  to  see  there  i, 
no  gap. 

5453.  Would  not  a  wall  or  miling  be  better  ? — wall  with  glass  on  the 
top  would  be  better,  but  it  would  cost  a  good  deal  and  take  a  long  time  t 
build. 

5454..  ,2>r.  Hoffnan."]  Has  all  your  building  material  to  be  brought  fi'om 
the  mainland  ? — Yes,  with  the  exception  of  the  stone  which  is  quarried  on 
the  island. 

5455.  Have  you  no  power  to  punish  lepers  who  misbehave  themselves 
in  the  wards  ? — Not  unless  they  commit  a  common  law  offence  ;  then  they 
are  amenable  to  the  law  just  the  same  as  anyone  else,  that  is  to  say,  if  they 
committed  an  assault  or  anything  of  that  kind.  " 

54-")G.  Suppose  a  leper  gets  drunk,  can  you  punish  him  ? — No,  I  have  no 
power  at  ail. 

5457.  Have  you  any  power  to  punish  a  leper  for  using  obscene  language '? 
JiTo,  none. 

5458.  Do  you  think  a  change  ought  to  be  made  with  regard  to  that? — 
Certainly ;  a  penal  clause  ought  to  be  introduced  into  the  Act,  and  then 
regulations  could  be  made  to  meet  all  cases. 

5459.  Cha?rmmi.~\  How  many  convicts  are  there  on  the  island? — 100. 
There  are  a  few  lepers  who  have  been  convicts,  but  they  are  virtually  dis- 
charged by  their  admission  to  the  asylum.  I  think  about  11  altogether  have 
been  prisoners.  The  time  of  one  I  know  has  not  expired,  the  sentence  of 
another  has  been  remitted,  and  in  the  case  of  several  we  do  not  know  what 
the  sentences  are  ;  we  only  know  they  were  prisoners  before  they  came. 

5460.  Do  you  think  the  island  is  a  proper  place  for  convicts  who  are 
not  lepers  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

5461.  Why  ? — It  is  unfair  to  convicts  to  place  them  in-  such  close 
contact  with  the  lepers,  but  otherwise  the  island  would  be  a  suitable  place 
for  convicts.  They  may  get  food  and  so  on  from  the  lepers;  and  there  is  in 
that  way  the  possibility  of  the  disease  spreading.  I  think  the  convicts  get 
dagga  from  the  lepers.    I  have  reason  to  believe  so. 

5462.  Dr.  Fismer.j  Do  the  lepers  come  into  contact  with  the  com  icts  ? — • 
Bodies  of  convicts  are  constantly  working  at  the  leper  settlement  and  it  is 
difficult  for  a  guard  to  keep  his  eye  on  them  all.  I  know  of  one  case  \yhere 
a  letter  was  intercepted  addressed  to  a  convict,  care  of  a  leper.  That  would 
lead  one  to  believe  that  there  is  communication  between  them. 

5463.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Is  there  any  communication  between  the  convicts 
and  the  female  lepers  ?— I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  the  convicts  are  too 
well  looked  after  for  that.    They  have  been  known  to  speak  to  them. 

5464.  Dr.  Firmer 7\  Have  any  cases  come  under  your  notice  where 
male  lepers  have  got  into  the  female  quarters? — Yes,  there  was  one  , case, 
where  three  men  did  so.  .  • 

5466.  How  long  ago  was  that? — I  think  in  May  last. 
5466.  How  did  they  manage  to  get  in  ?  -They  got  through  the  feace. 
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We  had  only  one  guard  there  then.  After  that,  two  extra  men  were 
put  on.  I  tried  these  men  and  punished  them.  I  believe  they  had 
connection  with  threo  women  outside. 

5467.  Dr.  Hoffmanr\  Does  the  fence  go  right  round  the  leper 
wards  ?— Practically  it  does. 

5468.  Dr.  Fismer.'j  Have  you  known  of  any  denionstritiona  taking 
place  on  the  part  of  the  lepers  ?^ Yes. 

5469.  How  often  has  that  occurred  ? — There  have  been  three  lately. 
One  was  on  the  recent  occasion  of  the  viait  by  the  Commission;  another  was 
about  the  meat,  and  another,  before  that,  when  the  Colonial  Secretary  and 
President  Reitz  came  over.  The  females  came  out  and  were  very  demon- 
strative.     '  ' 

5470.  Have  you  great  difficulty  in  managing  the  leper  patients  ?^ — The 
police  hare  only  been  called  out  on  two  occasions. 

6471.  What  is  the  strength  of  the  force  ?--We  have  ten  leper  guards 
and  fifteen  convict  guards. 

6472.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Are  they  all  armed  ? — Yes.  It  is  a  question  of 
course  wrhether  convict  guards  should  be  employed.  You  could  call  them  out 
in  caee  of  emergency,  but  it  is  not  their  duty. 

5473.  Wliat  is  your  impression  of  the  island  as  a  place  for  a  leper  estab- 
lishment, do  you  think  it  is  a  healthy  place  ? — It  is  difficult  to  say  as  re^ 

j  gards  the  lepei-s.  They  contend  that  it  is  not  healthy.  It  is  very  windy,  and 
I  in  winter  it  is  very  wet  and  desolate.    It  seems  to  bo  very  healthy  for  other 
I  people.    There  has  been  very  little  sickness  since  I  have  been  here.  There 
has  been  typhoid  fever,  but  otherwise  it  is  very  healthy. 

5474.  Have  the  lepers  got  amusements  ? — Yes,  but  they  do  not  seem  to 
care  much  for  amusement. 

5475.  Does  the  time  seem  to  hang  heavily  on.  their  hands  ? — I  think  so. 
A  number  of  them  do  some  work,  for  which  they  are  paid. 

5476.  Do  they  work  willingly  ? — Yes. 

5477.  Chairman.']  Would  it  not  bo  a  good  thing  to  plant  more  trees  on 
the  island  ? — Yes  ;  it  would  make  it  a  much  pleasanter  place  for  the  lepers, 
but  trees  do  not  seem  to  grow  well,  except  in  places  where  they  are 

I  sheltered.    Trees  do  not  grow  to  any  height. 

6478.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Is  the  wind  too  strong? — Yes,  and  the  rabbits 
are  a  drawback  to  vegetation ;  they  are  all  over  the  island. 

5479.  Do  they  come  quite  close  to  the  settlement  ? — Yes,  close  to  where 
the  female  quarters  are,  and  even  close  to  the  village. 

5480.  Do  they  destroy  vegetation  to  a  great  extent  ? — I  think  they  do. 

5481.  Do  you  think  the  lepers  are  sufficiently  sheltered  from  the  sun, 
wind,  and  rain  ? — -No.  It  would  be  an  advantage  if  they  had  more  shelter ; 
a  large  recreation  room  would  be  a  good  thing,  or  a  large  day  room  might 

j  be  attached  to  each  ward  where  they  could  play  games ;  the  majority  of 
'  the  patients  do  not  read  much. 

5482.  Is  there  a  library  on  the  island  ? — Yes,  there  is  a  very  fair  library 

j  now. 

5483.  Is  it  open  to  the  patients  ? — No. 

5484.  Chairman.]  Is  any  attempt  made  to  supply  the  patients  with 
I  illustrated  periodicals  y — Yes ;  a  good  many  are  sent  over  from  time  to  time 
I  by  different  people  on  the  mainland.    I  think  they  get  a  very  fair  number. 

5485.  Are  they  interested  in  them  ? — I  think  they  like  looking  at  them  ; 
they  have  croquet,  cards,  dominoes,  draughts  and  so  on. 

5846.  Is  there  any  music  ? — Yes,  concerts  are  given  from  time  to  time, 
j  and  generally  there  has  been  a  very  fair  attendance.  Whenever  a  new  ward 
has  been  opened  there  has  generally  been  some  kind  of  entertainment  givea^ 

5487.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  With  the  limited  power  at  your  disposal  have  you 
found  it  Tery  difficult  up  to  the  present  time  to  manage  the  lepers  ? — No,  I 
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consider  lliem  very  Avell  behaved  on  thie  whole,  but  of  course  tact  is  required 
—  ,       on  the  part  of  the  authorities,     '  '      ■  '  '  \.'*V, • 

ret.  28th,  1894.  5488.  f!fmirman.~\  You  think  if  they  made  a  denionstraiibn  it  would  be 

be  for  some  very  strong  reason  ? — Yes.  When  the  Commission  was  here  the 
the  other  day  the  women  made  a  demonstration  with  a  view  of  showing  their 
desire  to  get  away.  It  is  theu-  one  subject  of  talk^  ^  that  they  want  to  leave 
the,  island.  ^  '  " 

_   '"5489.  Dr.  Hofinan.']  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  inspecting  the 
*meat  ? — The  other  day  there  was  some  disturbance  about  the  meat  and  a  cer- 
tain pai-t  of  it,  alleged  to  be  bad,  was  cut  away,  and  the  rest  was  sent  back 
again.    I  enquired  into  the  matter  and  toek  the  statements  of  some  of  the 
patients. 

5490.  Chairman.~]  Can  you  let  us  have  those  statements  ?— I  believe 
they  liave  been  sent  to  the  Colonial  Office.  '  i  -■?  ,^ 

5491.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Do  you  think  tiier§  was  any  cause  for  complain 
on  that  occasion  ?— I  think  some  part  of  the  meat  was  undoubtedly  bad. 

6492.  Dr.  Fismer.~\  Were  not  some  of  the  complainants  arrested  on  that 
occasion  ?■ — Yes. 

5493.  Were  they  punished  ? — No. 

5494.  How  long  were  they  under  arrest  ? — Only  a  very  short  time.  I 
bmy  heard  of  the  row  after  it  was  all  over.  Dr.  Impey  told  me  about  it, 
but  the  men  had  all  gone  home  then,  and  nothing  further  was  done. 

6495.  Chairman. ~]  In  the  jgase  of  the  men  who  got  into  the  female  ward, 
did  you  punish  them  ? — Yes. 

5496.  What  punishment  did  they  get? — They  were  fined  £f>  or  a 
month's  imprisonment. 

5497.  Was  the  fine  paid? — No;  they  went  to  prison. 

5498.  Under  what  Act  did  you  punish  them  ? — Under  the  Police 
Oifences  Act,  for  entering  an  enclosed  area  at  night. 

Michael  Moore  examined. 

Mr.  ■  5499.  Gluiirman.']  What  position  do  you  hold  onRobben  Island? — lam! 
MM  Moore,    j^^^^  oversecr  of  the  convicts.  •  ^ 

5500.  How  long  have  you  been  in  service  on .  the.  isliand  ?• — :Two.  year.s 
and  eight  months.  tHf^v  -  i  w^fttt' 

6501.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  th.e  guards  over  the  lepers? — Yes; 
I  am  in  charge  of  the  guards. 

5502.  Who  guards  the  bouudary  between  the  male  and  female  wards  ? 
—I  do  during  the  day,  and  then  there  is  a  guard  at  night.  There  are 
three  guards  at  the  female  quarters  and  one  at  the  male  quarters. 

5503.  Where  are  these  guards  posted? — One  is  posted  at  the  nurses' 
quarters  and  one  at  the  Free  State  ward.  The  guard  walks  round  the 
whole  of  the  buildings  in  order  to  see  that  there  is  no  fire,  and  then  he 
goes  back  to  his  post  again.    They  relieve  each  other  every  two  hours. 

5504.  Do  you  take  any  steps  during  the  night  from  time  to  time^ 
to  see  that  the  men  are  at  their  posts  ? — I  cannot  be  sure  that  they  are. 

5505.  Supposing  some  of  the  male  lepers  wanted  to  visit  the  female 
quarters  do  you  think  they  eauld  get  access  there  ? — They  might. 

5506.  Is  there  anything  to  prevent  them  ? — I  think  there  ought  to 
be  a  chief  constable  for  night  duty  so  as  to  keep   more  supervision. 

550/.  Have  your  men  been  pretty  healthy  on  the  island? — ^There 
have  been  no  complaints  of  illness  among  the  constables. 

5508.  Would  you  say  the  island  was  a  healthy  place? — We  have  had 
no  sickness  except  that  one  man  was  laid  up  with  an   attack  of  catarrh. 

5509.  Do  their  eyes  suffer  at  all  ? — No,  they  do  not  complain. 

5510.  Dr.  Ho  J  man.'}  Are  you  certain  that  no  communication  takes 
place  between  the  male  and  the  female  lepers  ? — I  cannot  say.  I  have  to 
depend  on  the  guards     I  went  down  there  one  night  myself  and  foufid 
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two  men  at  one  post,  and  another  man  ran  around  the  ward ;  that  was 
between  3  and  4  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

5511.  Do  yon  think  the  male  lepers  could  get  into  the  female  com- 
pound if  they  wanted  to  ? — Yes,  three  constables  I  do  not  consider  sufficient. 
They  can  get  underneath  the  fence  by  scratching  the  sand  away,  and  it 
would  not  be  very  difficult  to  get  through.  I  dare  say  you  would  ,  find  the 
jpence  broken  down  now  if  you  went  there. 

5512.  Practically  you  think  there  is  not  enough  supervision  ?— There 
is  not.  I  may  say  that  the  other  day  when  the  Commission  came  over  to 
the  island,  the  women  were  in  a  gre<it  state  of  excitement,  the  constables 
were  called  out,  and  it  was  a  difficult  matter  to  quiet  them.  The  meu 
behaved  very  well ;  if  they  had  broken  out  the  same  as  the  women,  we  would 
have  had  some  trouble. 

5513.  What  are  the  instructions  given  to  the  constables  ?— The,  following 
is  a  copy  of  the  instructions: —  ymij  o^l  .T?f«' 

The  constable  on  beat  No.  1  shall,  during  the  day  time  guard  the  bound- 
ary between  the  upper  tramway  (medical  superintendent's  garden  corner)  and 
the  beach,  from  5  p.m.  to  5  a.m.  No.  1  shall  patrol  between  the  nurses'  quar- 
ters nnd  the  Free  State  ward  once  every  hour,  taking  the  back  of  the  pavilions 
tm  his  return  journey.  The  constable  for  beat  No.  2  shall  watch  the  bound- 
ary from  the  upper  tramway  to  the  lighthouse  during  the  day  time,  at  night 
No.  2  shall  remain  near  the  nui*ses'  quarters  constantly.  Beats  shall  be  ex- 
changed every  two  hours.  Ever}'  constable  detached  for  leper  duty  shall 
upon  taking  over  his  beat  see  that  there  are  no  fires  burning  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  leper  wards,  they  shall  watch  carefully  for  any  unusual  occurrence 
or  strange  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  patients,  and  immediately  report  any- 
thing suspicious  to  the  head  overseer  for  the  information  of  the  medical  sup- 
erintendent. They  shall  demand  to  see  and  examine  any  doubtful  parcel  con- 
veyed towards  the  leper  wards.  Should  a  leper  be  seen  approaching  the  bound- 
ary in  the  direction  of  the  village,  the  constable  on  duty  shall  demand  to  see 
his  permit  from  the  medical  superintendent,  and  failing  its  production  he  shall 
order  the  patient  to  return  and  to  remain  within  the  prescribed  limits.  In 
the  event  of  a  patient's  refusal  to  return  when  ordered,  the  constable  shall  by 
whistle  or  otherwise  give  a  signal  for  assistance  in  ord'^r  that  the  offender 
may  be  taken  before  the  medical  superintendent.  A  constable  shall  not  em- 
ploy force  or  violence  except  in  self  defence  or  for  the  protection  of  others 
from  imminent  danger.  The  constable  taking  up  No.  1  beat  at  6  p.m.  shall 
ascertain  at  the  nurses'  quarters  at  what  hours  his  services  will  be  required  to 
conduct  the  nurses  to  and  from  the  wards,  and  he  shall  hand  over  his  orders 
to  the  constable  relieving  him  at  10  o'clock.  Constables  coming  off  duty  at 
10  o'clock  a.m.  shall  on  boat  days  parade  at  the  boathouse  at  10*30  a.m.  for 
instructions  from  the  head  overseer,  and  the  constables  relieved  at  2  p.m.  will 
at  once  report  themselves  at  the  station  for  orders.  The  posts  will  be  visited 
at  uncertain  times,  and  any  matters  in  looseness  of  duty  on  the  part  of  any 
constable  will  be  severely  dealt  with. 


Mr. 

Feb.  28tlx,  ISOL 


Richard  Rohcds  examined. 


5514. 
dispenser. 
5515. 
5516. 
6517. 


Chairman.^  What  position  do  you  hold  on  the  island '? — I  am 

•»')[n  ffjil  'f'jl'ii- 
Are  you  a  qualified  chemist  and  druggist? — Yes. 
How  long  have  you  been  on  the  island  ? — Since  November,  1S91. 
Have  you  a  drug  store  ? — Yes.  ftrr  i,*?  7,'&f- 

5618.  What  do  you  supply  from  the  store  ? — Medicines,  and  dressings, 
and  all  medical  appliances. 

5519.  Eoughly  speaking,  what  amount  of  drugs  do  you  supply  for  the 
use  of  the  lepers  during  the  year  ? — I  have  not  made  a  calculation,  but  I  caa 
4o  so. 


Mr, 
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iiwha^^Kuhe.)ts  6520.  Is  the  quantity  pretty  large  ? — Yea,  tliere  is  also  ft  good  deal  of 

—    '  '    calico  and  lint  supplied  for  dressings. 
Feb.  38th.  5521.  Is  the  calico  supplied  in  the  roll  or  in  bandages  already  out  ? — In 

the  roll. 

5522.  Who  makes  the  bandages  ?— The  nurses  at  the  leper  wards  ;  they 
may  perhaps  get  the  patients  to  help  them. 

5523.  Would  it  not  be  more  satisfactory  to  have  the  bandages  made 
under  your  own  supervision  ? — I  do  not  know  that  that  would  be  any  advan- 
tage. I  supply  the  calico  in  the  roll,  and  the  nurses  cut  out  the  bandages  and 
roll  them  themselves,  or  they  get  the  patients  to  roll  them. 

5524.  Is  that  in  keeping  with  what  is  done  in  other  hospitals? — No; 
it  means  a  lot  of  work. 

5525.  Do  the  lepers  get  much  medicine  ? — Yes  ;  they  get  various  kinds. 

5526.  Dr.  Hodman.']  And  disinfectants  also  ? — Yes. 

5527.  Do  they  get  any  drugs  specially  for  the  disease  ? — Yes. 

5528.  Regularly  ?— Yes. 

5529.  Chairman.~\  Do  they  get  chaulmoogra  oil  and  gurjuu  oil  ? — Yes. 
6530.  Dr.  Ftsmer.'^  Is  there  much  oil  used  ? — -Not  so  much  lately. 

5531.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Are  there  uny  drugs  used  specially  for  the 
disease  as  far  as  you  know  ? — Yes ;  some  roots  were  sent  from  up  country, 
and  they  were  used  for  some  time.    I  do  not  know  the  name. 

5532.  Did  you  make  a  tincture  of  them? — We  made  an  infusion. 

5533.  Was  the  use  of  those  roots  continued  for  any  length  of  time  ?' 
— Yes;  but  it  has  dropped  off  lately.  ffdi»vo; 

Mrs.  Annita  Dill  examined. 

Mr.-.  5534.  Chairman.']  What  is  your  position  on  the  island  ? — Matron  at  the 

Anmt.miL     female  leper  wards. 

5535.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  island  ? — Fourteen  months  alto- 
gether this  time.  I  was  here  before,  seven  years  ago,  for  four  yeai-s.  I  was 
in  the  village  then. 

5536.  How  many  attendants  have  you  under  you  ? — Only  one  for  the  day. 

5537.  And  for  the  night  ? — There  is  no  one  for  the  night. 

5538.  Who  looks  after  the  lepers  at  night  ? — Only  the  constables  out- 
side the  fence ;  that  is  all. 

5539.  Suppose  any  of  the  male  lepers  wanted  to  get  into  the  female 
quarters,  could  they  do  so  ? — Not  during  the  day. 

5540.  And  at  night?— They  might. 

5541.  Can  you  say  whether  any  such  clandestine  visits  have  been  made? 
I  cannot  say.  I  have  no  evidence.  I  always  have  one  of  the  patients  whom  I 
can  trust  in  charge,  and  I  tell  her  to  call  me  if  necessary,  but  there  is  no 
proper  watch. 

5542.  How  of  ten  are  the  wards  cleaned  during  the  week? — ^We  have 
eight  wards  and  every  ward  is  scrubbed  once  a  week,  but  cleaned  every  day; 

5543.  Are  the  table  and  chairs  scrubbed  ? — Yes. 

5544.  Who  does  that  ? — The  convicts. 

5545.  Do  the  patients  take  any  part  ? — No,  they  could  not  many  of 
them,  as  they  have  no  fingers  and  are  too  weak. 

5546.  Who  looks  after  the  closets  ? — They  are  scrubbed  every  morning 
early.  I  asked  Dr.  Impey  to  give  me  leave  to  put  a  woman  to  see  that  they 
are  kept  clean  ;  she  is  one  of  the  patients. 

5547.  Do  you  think  you  are  undermanned  and  want  more  help  ? — Yes. 
I  should  like  more  help,  but  I  am  about  going  away.  I  gave  notice  but  Dr. 
Impey  wrote  me  a  letter  asking  me  to  stay  on. 

5548.  Dr.  Hoffman^  How  many  attendants  ought  there  to  be  for  the 
female  wards,  besides  yourself  ? — There  should  be  two  and  a  servant. 

5549.  And  a  night  attendant  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  to  get  up  very  often  at 
night,  which  makes  it  rather  hard,  but  I  have  never  refused. 
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5550.  You  said  just  now  that  you  trusted  one  of  the  patients  to  keep  innfu'mih 
-watch  at  night ;  have  yon  ever  got  any  complaints  of  irrgularities  from  her  ?      '  '_ 

— Jfo.    I  cannot  complain  of  the  patients.    They  say  that  they  will  give  no  2^*^' 
trouble  so  long  as  I  am  there.    If  you  treat  them  with  kindness  and  con- 
sideration they  are  very  satisfied  and  give  ijardly  any  trouble. 

5551.  Are  they  very  tractable  ? — Yes.    At  times  they  have  got  a  little 
unquiet,  but  I  have  always  managed  them  with  a  little  tact. 

5552.  Chairmaii.~\  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  have  sent  in  your 
resignation  ? — Yes. 

5553.  Why  is  that  ?-  I  have  a  boy  in  a  situation  at  Wynberg,  and  he 
wrote  to  me  that  he  was  not  very  satisfied,  so  I  wanted  to  go  and  see  him 
and  I  asked  Dr.  Impey  for  leave.  From  Wednesday  to  Friday  would  be  a 
very  short  time  and  I  wanted  to  stay  away  till  the  following  Monday.  This 
was  granted  and  Dr.  Impey  wrote  me  out  a  pass  from  the  24th  to  the  29th 
ijf  the  month.  When  I  came  back  on  the  Monday,  I  received  a  letter  from 
the  office  saying  that  £1  would  be  taken  off  my  wages  for  being  away.  I 
wrote  back  to  Dr.  Impey  saying  I  thought  I  had  permission  and  that  I  could 
not  afford  to  lose  the  money  as  I  had  a  family  to  maintain.  I  had  never  had 
&  day's  leave  for  eight  months,  and  I  thought  it  was  very  unkind  to  charge 
me  £1.    I  thereupon  gave  notice  as  Dr.  Impey  refused  to  give  me  the  £1. 

5554.  Has  he  still  refused  ? — He  has  not  spoken  about  it.  I  went  up 
and  saw  him  just  now,  and  he  wants  me  to  remain,  but  the  pay  is  not 
enough.    £b  a  month  is  too  little. 

5555.  What  pay  do  you  get? — £00  a  year  as  matron.  Dr.  Impey 
has  promised  to  try  and  get  me  a  little  more*  •  tona^ 

5556.  Dr.  JFismer.']  Do  you  have  to  supervise  the  food  of  the  patients  ? 
— I  requisition  for  so  much  food  every  day. 

5557.  Is  the  food  good,  or  are  there  auy  complaints  about  it  ? — The 
patients  do  not  complain  very  much,  but  they  do  not  like  the  kind  of  food 
ihey  get.    They  are  used  to  mealies  and  such  things. 

6558.  Is  the  food  good  ? — I  think  it  is  very  nice*  'fTJ;;  li 

5559.  But  they  are  not  used  to  it  ? — That  is  it.    The  !£afi.r  women 
-especially  do  not  care  for  it.    There  have  been  green  peas,  and  the  Kafirs 

hav«  thrown  them  away  and  said  it  was  dog's  food  and  they  want  mealies  and 
Kafir  corn.  I  may  say  that  the  beef  is  very  bad,  I  have  complained  several 
times  about  it.  Every  patient  gets  10.  oz.  of  meat  a  day  but  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  bone.  The  mutton  is  very  good.  The  vegetables  also  are  very  good, 
but  sometimes  I  have  seen  big  heads  of  really  good  cabbage  just  thrown 
away  in  the  dirt  box.  The  constables  can  corroborate  what  I  say,  for  they 
Jiav«  shown  it  to  me. 

5560.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Are  the  tea  and  coffee  good  ? — No ;  there  is  too 
rKttle.  They  are  not  satisfied  with  a  little  jug  ;  they  want  a  big  basin  full. 
The  tea  and  coffee  are  very  weak. 

6561.  Chairman.']  I  understand  you  that  the  quality  is  good  enough 
but  the  quantity  is  too  small  ? — Yes,  they  ought  to  have  a  little  more. 

5562.  Dr.  Hoffm,an]  Is  the  food  prepared  well  as  a  rule  ? — I  think  so. 
Twice  a  week  they  get  split  peas,  but  they  will  not  touch  them,  and  if  they 
could  get  rice  instead  it  would  be  better ;  they  are  very  fond  of  rice. 

5563.  Chairman.  \  Were  the  nurses  from  Kimberley  under  you  ? — ^o. 

5564.  Are  there  any  complaints  about  the  soap  ? — The  quantity  is  too 
small ;  they  do  not  get  enough. 

5565.  Dr.  Fismer.]  Do  the  patients  wash  their  own  clothing  ? — Yes, 
they  can  send  it  to  the  laundry  if  they  like,  but  they  do  not  care  to,  it  comes 
back  so  dirty,  and  the  women  do  not  care  to  have  their  clothes  washed  by 
men. 

5566.  Chairman.]  Is  it  better  for  them  to  do  their  own  washing  do  you 
think  ? — Yes. 


320 


Ari^'jjdi  5567.  Have  they  got  a  washing  floor  now  ? — Yes,  but  they  want  more- 

—  soap. 

Mnh.  2Stfe.  w,  ..  55gg_  2>r.  Fkmer:\  What  arrangements  are  there,  ior  bathing  ?— There 

is  a  bath  room  containing  seven  baths.  .^i-^ 

6569.  Are  the  patients  very  anxious  to  have  baths  ? — -Yes. 

5570.  How  often  a  week  do  they  bathe  on  the  average  ? — Nearly  every 
day.  In  the  summer  time  I  take  them  down  to  the  eea  and  they  are  very 
fond  of  that.  Some  go  in  the  morning  and  some  in  the  evening  and  some  of 
them  go  into  the  sea  twice  a  day. 

5571.  Do  you  take  the  patients  out  for  walks  regularly  ? — Yes. 

6572.  How  long  does  the  walk  take  generally? — From  one  to  two  hours. 
If  they  like  to  stay  a  little  longer  they  can. 

6573.  Do  the  patients  like  going  for  a  walk  ? — Yes.  They  are  very 
fond  of  it. 

5574.  Do  they  object  to  being  confined  in  a  compound? — They  do  not 
like  it,  but  they  do  not  complain  much.  oHIo  > 

5575.  Do  you  try  to  amuse  them? — Yes. 

5576.  Chairman7\  Do  the  patients  make  any  complaints  to  you? — Yes. 

5577.  What  is  their  chief  complaint? — -That  they  want  to  go  home. 

5578.  Is  that  the  white  or  the  coloured  patients  ? — Some  of  the  patients^^ 
both  white  and  coloured  would  not  care  to  go  home,  but  those  who  have  left 
children  complain  very  much.  ;  l>ni;  kys 

5579.  Do  you  consider  segregation  on  the  island  a  success  or  otherwise  ? 
— Visitors  come  over,  and  they  kiss  the  patients  and  shake  hands  with  them ; 
we  cannot  stop  it.    Some  are  afraid  of  infection  and  others  not. 

5580.  Then  it  is  not  a  success  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is. 

6581.  Dr.  Fisme>\~\  Do  you  get  a  good  many  visitors  from  the  main- 
land ?—Yes.i>dfi'«:juiii;  :Y,  To  .()'•(.§  booi  ; 

5582.  How  many  healthy  children  have  youulmj  your  department? — 
There  are  11  healthy  children.  '  ^ 

5583.  What  age  are  they  ? — The  eldest  is  seven  years  and  the  youngest 
sis:  months.  ,  That  child  was  born  on  the  island.  Four  children  have  been 
born  in  the  wards  since  I  have  been  there. 

5584.  How  long  had  the  rdothers  been  on  the  island  previous  to  the 
children  being  born  ? — From  two  to  six  months, 

5585.  That  is  to  say  they  were  pregnant  when  they  came  ? — Yes. 

5586.  Are  the  children  separated  from  the  mothers  ? — No,  they  do  not 
want  to  be  separated. 

5587.  Do  these  children  mix  pretty  freely  with  all  the  leper  patients  ?— - 
Yes.  om  oj  ii  uwod^ 

6588.  Have  they  separate  beds  ? — Yes.    ,  wvTl  /  ''^ 

6589.  But  they  sleep  in  the  same  ward  ? — -Yes  and  .eatt:  at  the  same 
table.  /to-)  i>«s 

5590.  Do  they  use  the  same  iitensils? — They  have  their  6wh  cups 
and  plates. 

5591.  Dr.  Hofman.~\  Do  the  leper  women  get  clothing  from  the 
Government  ? — Yes. 

5592.  How  many  changes  have  they  ? — They  have  very  good  clothing. 
Every  six  months  they  are  allowed  two  dresses,  three  petticoats,  three  night- 
dresses, and  other  articles. 

5593.  What  do  they  do  with  articles  of  dress  not  in  use ;  where  do  they 
keep  them  ? — In  boxes  beside  the  bed,  but  they  like  to  put  them  under  the 
mattrass.  I  take  them  away  from  there  always,  as  it  is  not  the  proper  thing. 
I  try  to  give  them  boxes  if  I  can. 

5594.  Would  it  not  be  much  better  if  they  had  small  cupboards  ? — ;Yes, 
it  would  be. 

5595.  Are  not  the  wards  very  hot  in  summer  and  cold  in  winter  ?— I 
think  the  wards  are  very  comfortable. 
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5596.  You  have  not  found  them  too  hot  ? — No,  I  always  have  the  windows 
opened  and  it  is  nice  and  cool.    It  is  cooler  in  the  wards  than  in  my  house. 
5697.  Are  the  patients  fond  of  having  the  windows  open  ?— No. 

5598.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  well  if  more  trees  were  planted 
and  the  surroundings  of  the  wards  improved  ? — Yea. 

5599.  Are  they  rather  exposed  ? — Yes.  It  would  also  be  a  good  thing 
if  there  was  a  large  day  room  outside  where  they  could  sew  or  amuse  them- 
selves. It  is  very  difficult  now  to  keep  the  wards  clean.  The  patients  are 
not  very  clean  people. 

6600.  Chairman.']  In  the  case  of  those  patients  who  have  open  sores, 
where  do  you  keep  them  ? — In  the  same  ward  as  the  others. 

5601.  Is  there  a  hospital  ward  for  the  women  ? — No. 

5602.  Suppose  there  was  a  case  of  erysipelas  what  would  you  do  with 
the  patient  ? — We  always  keep  such  patients  at  one  end  of  the  ward.  Those 
patients  who  are  pretty  well  help  the  others,  as  we  have  not  hands  enough. 
They  receive  a  little  pay  for  that  from  the  Government.  They  help  them 
bind  up  their  wounds  and  so  on. 

Mathew  N.  Wright  examined. 


5603.  Chairman.]  What  are  you  ? — Sanitary  Inspector. 

5604.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  island? — About  18  months; 
since  May  last. 

5605.  What  is  your  duty  ? — I  have  to  see  that  the  village  and  the  leper 
pavilions  are  kept  clean.  I  have  convicts  under  me,  five  in  the  village,  five 
at  the  male  leper  wards,  and  ten  at  the  [.female  leper  wards — I  go  round  and 
tell  them  what  to  do  and  see  that  it  is  done. 

5606.  Do  you  inspect  the  closets,  latrines,  and  so  on? — ^Yes. 

5607.  How  often  do  you  do  that? — I  inspect  them  all  every  day. 

5608.  Where  is  the  night-soil  deposited  that  is  taken  from  the  wards  ? 
— It  is  thrown  into  the  sea  at  the  other  end  of  the  island. 

5609.  Are  there  any  cesspits? — There  are  a  few  catchpits  but  no  cess- 
pits :  the  drains  are  very  bad.  The  new  drains  are  not  finished  yet,  and 
they  have  not  started  with  the  drains  at  the  female  asylum. 

•6610.  Have  they  got  the  plans  for  the  new  drains  ? — Yes.  None  of 
the  drains  are  yet  completed. 

5611.  When  they  are  completed,  will  there  be  a  better  state  of  things  ? — 
I  think  so  as  far  as  I  can  judge.  I  have  no  idea  how  they  are  going  to  con- 
nect the  pavilions.  At  present  they  are  very  careless  and  throw  the  slops  all 
about,  sometimes  out  of  the  windows  of  the  wards.  I  do  not  suppose  also 
that  half  of  the  patients  use  the  closets ;  they  ease  themselves  all  about. 

5612.  Is  there  no  way  of  enforcing  better  cleanliness? — It  is  no  good 
peaking  to  them. 

5613.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  You  say  that  the  night-soil  is  thrown  into  the 
"ea  ?— Yes :  into  deep  water,  a  new  tipping  place  has  been  made. 

5614.  Are  the  patients  as  a  rule  dirty  in  their  habits? — Yes,  they  are 
very  dirty,  especially  the  females. 

5615.  Do  not  they  use  the  closets  as  a  rule  ? — No.  There  are  for  in- 
stance over  300  males  and  there  are  33  tubs,  and  yet  there  are  as  a  rule  only 
about  nine  tubs  with  soil  in  out  of  all  that  number  of  persons,  clearly  proving 
that  they  are  not  used  as  they  ought  to  be. 

5616.  Do  the  patients  help  you  at  all  to  keep  the  place  clean  ? — Not  at 
all ;  they  seem  to  do  all  they  can  to  make  it  dirty. 

5617.  Dr.  Fismer.]  How  are  the  sanitary  arranagements  generally  on 
the  island  ? — Very  bad  indeed.  Most  of  the  pavilions  have  catchpits  dnt- 
side,  and  pipes  leading  to  them  through  which  the  refuse  runs. 

[G.  10.— '94.  J  TT 


Mathfir  N.  Wrif/ht. 
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Matheu-  Wright.  5518.  Dr.  Hoffnum?^^  Do  these  pipes  often  get  blocked  ?— Not  very 
feb.  28th,  1894.  ofteii.  At  No.  5  pavilion  I  noticed  the  week  before  last  that  a  lot  of  rags  had 
been  stuffed  into  the  pipe  purposely. 

5619.  Where  are  the  old  dressings  thrown  ? — The  old  dressings  from 
the  female  leper  wards  were  thrown  into  the  sea,  but  I  take  them  right  to 
the  end  of  the  island  and  have  them  buried  three  or  four  feet  underground. 
When  it  is  possible  they  are  burnt. 

6620.  Do  you  think  there  is  room  for  great  improvement  in  regard  to 
the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  island  ? — Yes.  There  are  no  lavatories  at  the 
wards  except  at  No  1  pavilion,  and  that  is  only  a  makeshift.  The  men  go 
outside  to  the  tanks  and  wash  themselves,  and  there  are  large  pools  of  water. 
The  place  is  perhaps  made  beautifully  clean  and  half  an  hour  afterwards  it  is 
very  bad. 

5621.  Is  there  a  bad  smell  on  hot  days  ? — I  have  never  noticed  any  bad 
smell.    We  use  a  good  deal  of  choride  of  lime,  and  I  am  very  particular. 

6622.  Do  you  use  chloride  of  lime  for  the  soil  tubs  ? — Yes,  in  each 
pavilion  there  is  a  large  tub  full  of  chloride  of  lime. 

H.  Cr.  Dreijer  examined. 

M.  G.  Dreyer.  5623.  Chairman.']  What  are  you  on  the  island  ? — I  am  the  carpenter  i 

connection  with  the  institution. 

5624.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  island  ? — Eighteen  years. 

5625.  Do  you  have  to  prepare  the  cofl&ns  when  they  are  required  ? — Not 
now.    They  all  come  from  town. 

5626.  What  are  your  duties? — I  attend  to  all  the  carpentering  work  on 
the  island. 

5627.  And  you  have  done  that  for  18  years? — Yes. 

5628.  It  has  been  reported  that  at  one  time  the  cofifins  containing  bodies 
of  lepers  were  placed  in  the  same  cart  as  that  used  to  carry  meat,  groceries, 
and  so  on,  is  that  so  ? — it  was  so. 

6629.  Has  that  condition  of  things  been  altered  since  ? — Yes,  the  trolly  is 
used  now,  but  in  former  times  the  same  cart  was  used. 

5680.  Is  it  true  that  sometimes  decomposing  matter  from  the  bodies  rau 
out  of  the  coffins  into  the  cart  ? — Yery  often  that  did  ha]>pen. 

5631.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Has  there  been  a  great  improvement  of  late  years 
in  that  respect  ? — Yes.  I  have  had  to  go  down  and  fetch  bodies  which  were 
very  much  decomposed,  but  the  coffins  are  now  well  pitched  inside.  In 
former  days  they  were  never  pitched. 

5632.  Are  they  all  pitched  now  ? — Yes ;  all  coming  from  town. 

5633.  How  are  the  corpses  conveyed  to  the  burial  ground? — They  are 
taken  on  the  trolly  and  from  the  trolly  carried  on  men's  shoulders. 

6634.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  putting  the  bodies  into  th 
coffins  ? — I  never  used  to  handle  them. 

5635.  Were  the  dead  bodies  handled  by  the  lepers  themselves  ? — For 
merly  I  had  two  lunatics  who  used  to  put  the  bodies  into  the  coffins. 

5636.  Do  you  consider  the  island  a  healthy  place ;  have  you  yourse' 
always  been  healthy  here  ? — Not  as  healthy  as  I  was  on  the  mainland.  You' 
get  all  kinds  of  complaints  such  as  rheumatics,  lumbago,  and  all  that  sort  of 
thing. 

5637.  Chairman.]  Is  there  much  rheumatism  on  the  island  ? — Yes.  I 
never  knew  what  it  was  till  I  came  here. 

6638.  Do  many  other  persons  on  the  island  suffer  from  rheumatism  ?— 
Yes,  a  good  few. 

5639.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  And  chest  complaints  ? — Yes,  a  few. 

6640.  Have  you  ever  been  troubled  with  that  ? — No. 

5641.  Do  you  consider  the  island  very  hot  in  summer  ? — Yes  ;  and  cold 
in  winter. 
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5642.  Is  it  more  so  than  on  the  mainland  ? — Yes.  It  is  far  colder  here 
than  on  the  mainland. 

5643.  Are  there  high  winds  on  the  island? — Yes. 

5644.  Are  you  much  troubled  with  the  sand  when  the  wind  is  blowing? 
— Yes ;  when  the  south-east  wind  blows,  the  sand  and  dust  get  into  the 
eyes.    I  think  the  wind  is  worse  on  the  island  than  in  Cape  Town. 

Frans  L.  Barendt  examined. 

5645.  Chairman.']  What  are  you.? — Head  butcher  and  baker. 

5646.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  island? — Twenty -four  years 
next  August. 

5647.  How  often  a  week  do  you  bake  ? — Every  day  we  bake  three 
batches,  on  Thursdays  four  and  on  Saturdays  five. 

5648.  Are  all  the  people  on  the  island  supplied  daily  ? — Yes. 

5649.  There  were  some  complaints  made  about  the  meat ;  was  it  bad  ? 
— J.  issued  the  meat  in  the  morning  at  six  o'clock  and  I  saw  nothing  wrong 
with  it.  There  was  no  smell  about  it,  and  as  far  as  I  could  see  it  was  good. 
I  eat  the  same  meat  myself,  and  so  did  a  good  many  other  people  also  on  the 
island. 

5650.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Was  there  any  complaint  except  from  the  leper 
patients  ? — Only  from  the  lepers. 

5651.  Where  do  you  procure  your  meat  from  ? — Frorn  Messrs.  Oombrink 
&  Co.  in  Cape  Town. 

5652.  How  often  a  week  does  it  come  ? — Three  times  a  week. 
5658.  Have  you  ever  any  complaint  to  make  about  the  beef  that  comes 

over  ? — Some  of  it  is  very  poor,  otherwise  the  quality  is  good. 
5654.  Is  there  much  fat  about  it  ? — No. 

5655..  Is  the  mutton  any  better  ? — Yes,  the  mutton  is  very  good ;  we 
kill  our  own  sheep. 

5656.  How  is  the  meat  issued  to  the  different  wards  ? — In  nets  ;  each 
section  has  a  net,  but  the  lepers  get  their  meat  in  bags  in  bulk. 

5657.  Dr.  Hofman.']  Is  it  divided  at  the  wards  ? — Yes. 

5658.  Ghairman.']  Before  cooking  or  afterwards  ? — I  do  not  know;  it  all 
goes  into  one  kitchen,  how  they  divide  it  I  cannot  say. 

5659.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Do  the  patients  get  fresh  bread  every  day  ? — What 
is  baked  to-day  is  issued  the  next  day. 

5660  You  never  allow  it  to  get  stale  ? — It  might  he  a  day  old,  not 
more.    I  have  never  heard  any  complaints  about  the  bread. 

5661.  Dr.  Fismer.]  Has  there  been  any  other  cooiplaiat  about  the  meat  ? 
-  'I  never  heard  any  complaint  before. 

5662.  Was  the  meat  sent  back  ? — Yes. 

5663.  Did  you  cut  oS  some  of  it  ? — Yes.  It  came  back  at  eight  o'clock 
aud  after  it  was  turned  out  of  the  bags  there  was  a  slight  taint  on  some  of  it. 
I  was  told  to  take  out  the  bad  part  and  substitute  some  other  meat. 

5664.  Was  the  meat  bad? — Yes.  Meat  will  turn  bad  in  half  an  hour 
v^hen  it  is  lying  in  bags  one  on  the  top  of  the  other,  it  ferments. 

5665.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  After  it  came  back  did  you  detect  any  smell 
about  it  ? — It  was  slightly  acid,  that,  happens  very  often  in  the  hot  weather. 

5666.  How  much  did  you  cut  off?— 112  lbs. 

5667.  Was  that  bad  ? — It  had  a  green  taint. 

5668.  Would  you  say  it  was  actually  bad  ? — It  had  a  greenish  taint, 
but  I  would  have  eaten  it  myself  if  it  was  washed  clean. 

5669.  Did  it  tast;e  high  ?— No. 

5670.  Chair?nan.j  Bid  anyone  tell  you  to  take  off  the  112  lbs.  or  did 
.you  take  it  off  of  your  own  accord.  Mr.  Grower  said  that  if  there  was  any 
had  I  was  to  take  it  out.  There  were  229  lbs.  altogether,  and  I  took  out 
il2  lbs.,  about  half. 

TV  2 


M.  G.  Breger. 
Feb.  28th,  1894. 
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.  „7"/  ,.  .  '       Jklr.  Percij  Govjer  examined. 

Feb.  28th,  1894.  5  6  71.  Chairman.]  What  is  your  position  on  the  island  ? — Chief  clerk 

and  accountant. 

5672.  Are  you  accounting  officer  ? — No. 

5373.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  island? — Over  four  years. 

5674.  Is  your  work  purely  official  ? — Yes  ;  it  is  all  official,  that  is  to 
say,  I  conduct  the  financial  and  supply  department. 

5675.  Who  makes  the  contracts  ? — That  is  clerical  work  conducted  by 
myself  personally. 

5676.  What  provision  is  there  for  keeping  up  the  quality  of  the  stores 
supplied  to  the  island  ? — We  invite  tenders  and  get  samples  in  certain  cases, 
but  that  is  not  always  possible,  we  cannot  have  samples  of  perishable 
articles. 

5677.  What  check  is  there  against  perishable  articles  being  sent  in  an 
unsound  condition  ? — In  inviting  tenders  it  is  stipulated  that  everything 
must  be  of  the  best  quality. 

5678.  And  is  that  so  ? — Technically  speaking  the  superintendent  has 
the  right  to  return  anything  not  approved,  but  he  is  at  a  disadvantage  in  that 
respect  on  account  of  its  being  an  open  question  whether  the  contractors  have 
a  right  to  deliver  at  the  ship's  side  or  on  the  island.  That  question  has  not 
been  settled,  why  I  cannot  say.    It  is  a  legal  point  and  depends  upon  the 

^  interpretation  of  the  contract. 

5679.  Could  not  that  point  be  set  right  in  subsequent  contracts p — Yes; 
I  should  think  there  could  be  no  difficulty. 

5680.  You  are  aware  that  there  have  been  some  complaints  about  the 
meat  lately  ?~Yes  ;  the  meat  and  tobacco  have  been  complained  about. 

5681.  What  is  the  complaint  about  the  tobacco  ? — It  was  said  to  be  dry 
and  not  smokeable. 

5682.  And  the  meat  ? — They  said  the  meat  was  not  fit  for  food. 

5683.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  it  ? — Yes ;  I  saw  it.  I  see  all  the 
stores. 

5684.  Was  it  bad  ? — No ;  the  meat  was  quite  sweet.  It  did  not  look 
well  and  it  came  from  an  ill-conditioned  ox  but  it  was  perfectly  good. 

5685.  How  much  meat  was  removed? — I  did  not  see  what  quantity 
was  removed.    I  gave  instructions  to  the  butcher  to  remove  the  green  parts. 

5686.  Then  some  of  it  was  green  ? — Yes. 

5687.  Was  that  considered  good  ? — Although  green,  the  meat  might  be 
sweet.  i 

5688.  How  much  of  the  meat  wa«  removed  ? — I  cannot  remember 
exactly  how  much. 

o68U.  Not  112  Ibs'i^ — 1  cannot  say.  That  is  a  point  I  leave  to  the 
butcher. 

5690.  What  tobacco  is  allowed  the  patients  ?^ — I  think  they  get  two  ounces 
a  week  each,  but  there  are  medical  extras  as  they  are  called. 

5691.  Do  you  consider  that  enough  ? — For  a  regular  smoker  perhaps 
not.  They  complain  that  it  is  dry.  It  is  boer  tobacco  in  roll,  and  costs  a 
shilling  per  lb.    The  sample  was  good, 

5692.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  give  the  patients  cut  tobacco  ? — They 
might  still  object  that  it  was  dry.  That  is  the  only  complaint.  The  cut 
tobacco  is  more  expensive,  and  moreover  they  like  to  cut  their  own  tobacco 
as  far  as  I  know. 

5693.  Have  there  been  any  complaints  about  the  tea  and  coffee  ? — liush 
tea  has  been  lately  introduced.  The  lepers  must  have  heard  that  they 
got  bush  tea,  without  recognizing  it,  because  they  made  a  complaint  about 
it  on  a  certain  day  when  it  had  not  been  used ;  they  had  China  tea,  but  bush 
tea  had  been  used  previously,  the  stock  had  become  exhausted.  We  have 
mixed  ri:iina  and  bush  tea,  in  the  proportion  of  two  of  the  latter  to  one  of  i 
the  former.  ; 
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5694.  Is  bush  tea  much  cheaper  than  China  tea  ? — Yes,  the  bush  tea  is 
2d.  a  lb.  and  the  China  tea  about  Is  6d.  a  lb. 

6696.  Dr.  Hoffman.~\  With  regard  to  other  stores,  are  you  satisfied 
as  to  their  quality  ? — Personally  1  am  satisfied  with  everything  except  the 
beef. 

5696.  You  think  it  is  too  lean  ? — Yes ;  and  it  is  not  in  terms  of  the 
contract.  We  have  taken  exception  to  it,  but  the  contractors  know  perfectly 
well  that  we  cannot  send  it  back ;  as  a  rule  it  means  slaughtering  a  sheep. 

5697.  How  long  do  you  keep  the  meat  as  a  rule  ? — Not  more  than  24 
hours  elapse  from  the  time  the  meat  is  killed  to  the  time  it  is  cooked. 

6698.  Do  you  ever  have  any  complaint  about  the  mutton  at  all  ? — 
When  I  first  came  to  the  island  the  mutton  was  of  very  bad  quality. 

5699.  Did  you  slaughter  on  the  island  at  that  time  ? — Yes.  The  sheep 
were  not  bred  here,  but  brought  over  a  few  days  before  they  were  slaughtered. 
They  were  very  poor,  and  we  altered  the  terms  of  the  contract. 

5700.  Do  you  consider  the  island  a  healthy  place  or  otherwise  from 
your  experience  ? — I  believe  it  to  be  thoroughly  healthy. 

6701.  Do  you  think  that  rheumatism  and  chest  complaints  are  more 
common  on  the  island  than  on  the  mainland  ? — No,  not  from  personal 
observation. 

6702.  Are  you  yourself  perfectly  healthy  ? — Yes,  With  a  good, 
drainage  system  and  water  supply  I  consider  the  island  a  most  healthy  place. 

5703.  Are  you  ever  troubled  much  by  the  high  winds,  the  cold  or  the 
heat  ? — There  is  a  pronounced  change  in  the  temperature  on  the  island  I 
do  not  know  that  it  affects  healthy  people. 

5704.  But  so  far  as  you  and  your  family  are  concerned  you  do  not 
suffer  from  any  complaint  ? — No,  I  consider  the  island  a  most  healthy  place. 

5705.  Dr.  Fismer.~\  Have  you  a  cool  store  for  keeping  the  meat  in? — 

Yes. 

5706.  Have  you  never  observed  that  it  gets  bad  even  in  the  hottest 
season? — Yes,  it  has  turned  sometimes,  but  that  has  been  on  occasions  when 
it  was  slaughtered  the  day  prior  to  shipment. 

5707.  Chairman.']  Is  there  any  provision  made  during  the  hot  weather 
for  bringing  the  meat  over  in  ice  ? — No,  there  never  has  been.  There  would 
be  some  difficulty  about  that,  as  the  meat  is  supposed  to  be  on  board  between 
8  and  9  o'clock  a.m. 

5708.  What  amount  of  meat  comes  over  at  once  ? — From  600  to  700 
lbs.,  one  carcase  and  a  half.    Until  recently  we  got  two,  about  1000  lbs. 

5709.  Might  not  arrangements  be  made  for  sending  over  the  meat  in 
boxes  with  ice,  especially  as  Messrs  Combrink  have  a  refrigerating  establish- 
ment ? — It  might  be  done  if  Government  chooses  to  incur  the  expense,  but 
the  terms  of  the  present  contract  would  interfere  with  such  an  arrangement. 
They  must  send  over  the  meat  in  eight  sections  of  one  carcase  and  if  the 
meat  were  in  boxes  they  might  have  to  divide  the  pieces.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary.  When  the  meat  goes  to  the  wards,  it  is  perfectly  good  and 
quite  as  fresh  as  any  household  in  Cape  Town  would  get  from  the  butcher. 

5710.  Dr.  Ho f man.']  Had  you  and  your  family  some  of  the  meat  that 
the  row  was  made  about  ? — I  did  not  get  meat  that  day,  but  I  inspected  the 
meat  in  other  parts  of  the  institution.  The  meat  that  came  back  from  the 
lepers  wards  appeared  to  have  been  put  into  bags-  instead  of  nets,  and  the 
bag  I  saw  was  not  clean. 

6711.  Chairman.]  How  long  had  it  been  in  the  bag? — I  cannot  say. 
It  would  be  issued  shortly  after  six  in  the  morning,  and  I  had  an  intimation 
that  it  was  bad  about  eight. 

5712.  When  did  the  meat  arrive  on  the  island? — The  day  before  at  12 
o'clock.  It  was  lauded  and  then  hung  up  and  dissected  the  same  afternoon 
into  about  the  proportions  that  go  to  the  diliVreut  asylums.  At  six  the  next 
morning  it  is  supposed  to  be  in  the  uets,  but  for  some  reason  or  other  the 
lepers'  meat  was  put  into  bags  instead  of  nets,  which  wa^  a  mistake. 
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^  ^l;  5713.  When  was  it  delivered  at  the  leper  wards  '? — Shortly  before  7  in 

—  the  morning  probably. 

Feb.  28th,  1894.  ^rj^^  Would  it  be  in  the  bags  about  an  hour  and  a  half  ?— Yes. 

5715.  Would  that  be  enough  to  affect  the  meat? — If  the  temperature 
was  high  and  the  meat  was  tied  up  in  a  bag  it  might  get  bad.  There  would 
be  the  return  journey  to  consider  also. 

5716.  Dr.  Fismer.~\  Did  the  meat  look  fresh  the  day  it  arrived? — Quite 
fresh  and  sweet,  there  was  no  green  at  all  about  it. 

5717.  Did  not  that  give  you  the  impression  that  it  was  slaughtered  the 
day  before  ? — I  am  pretty  certain  it  was  not ;  if  it  had  been  it  would  have 
had  a  dry  appearance,  but  the  meat  was  quite  fresh  and  wet. 

5718.  Chairman.~\  If  the  contractors  had  kept  it  in  a  cool  place,  would 
it  have  looked  dry  ? — The  contractors  must  send  it  off  directly  after  it  is 
slaughtered,  and  that  has  always  been  done  with  the  exception  of  the  first 
delivery,  which  we  rejected  because  it  was  stale.  That  was  in  July  last 
year. 

5719.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  state? — I  would  point  out 
that  certain  lepers  are  forced  to  come  to  the  island,  and  they  are  thereby 
deprived  of  the  franchise.  For  instance,  men  like  Mr.  K****  and  Mr.  L*** 
are  registered  voters,  but  they  are  deprived  of  their  rights  because  Eobben 
Island  is  not  in  any  electoral  division ;  I  do  not  see  how  the  Leprosy  Eepres- 
sion  Act  can  go  in  the  face  of  the  Constitution  Ordinance  and  deprive 
voters  of  their  rights  unless  they  are  specially  disfranchised. 

5720.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Do  they  complain  at  all  of  this  ? — No ;  but  I 
think  they  might.  The  point  occurred  to  me  and  I  thought  I  might  mention 
it  to  the  Commission  for  their  consideration,  so  that  they  might  be  prepared 
for  any  complaints. 

5721.  Are  you  disfranchised  yourself  ? — Practically  I  ana,  and  I  intend 
to  complain  about  it ;  all  the  island  is  disfranchised,  in  fact,  on  account  of 
its  position. 

5722.  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  people  on  the  island  are  thus  dis- 
franchised ? — I  could  not  say.  The  number  of  wage  earners  entitled  to  vote 
is  at  present  about  230,  and  the  voting  on  the  island  might  possibly  turn  an 
election. 

.  John  Keens  examined. 

Juhn  Keens.  5723.  Chairman.]  What  is  your  position  ? — I  am  a  shoemaker  ou  the 

island. 

5724.  How  long  have  you  been  here  ? — Eighteen  years. 

5725.  Did  a  son  of  yours  contract  leprosy  on  the  island  ? — I  cannot 
say  that  he  contracted  leprosy  ;  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  among  the 
medical  men. 

5726.  Was  he  a  leper  before  he  came  here  ? — No. 

5727.  How  long  after  he  came  here  did  he  get  it  ? — About  six  years, 

5728.  Had  not  he  an  accident  with  a  fish  hook  ? — I  do  not  know. 

5729.  It  is  reported  that  he  was  fishing  with  some  of  the  lepers  an 
got  a  fish  hook  into  his  hand  and  a  leper  took  it  out ;  did  you  hear  anythin 
about  that  ? — No.    It  was  the  schoolmaster  who  first  told  me  the  boy  could 
not  use  his  fingers  nor  use  a  pen.    He  hftd  been  at  school  then  some  time. 

5730.  Dr.  Fismer.]  Did  he  never  hurt  himself  with  a  fish  hook  ? — ^ 
know  nothing  about  it. 

6731.  What  age  is  he  now  ? — He  is  dead.    He  died  five  or  six  year 

ago. 

5732.  How  old  was  he  when  he  died  ? — About  22. 

5733.  And  when  did  the  leprosy  first  show  itself  ? — As  near  as  I  can 
remember  when  he  was  11  or  12. 

5734.  How  long  had  he  been  on  the  island  before  the  disease  first  ' 
showed  itself  ? — Five  or  six  years. 
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6735.  Did  he  used  to  come  in  contact  with  the  lepers  ?— Yes,  Johm  Keen^. 

5736.  Formerly  they  were  allowed  to  roam  all  about  the  island,  were  r.b.mh,  im. 
they  not  ? — Yes.  ^ 

5737.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  case  of  leprosy  contracted  here  ? — Not 
to  my  knowledge. 

5738.  Dr.  Ho  fman.']  Have  you  a  large  family  ? — I  have  two  boys  and 
three  girls. 

5740.  Do  you  consider  the  island  a  healthy  place  ? — I  have  found  it  so. 
1 1  was  at  the  hospital  under  Dr.  Parsons  on  account  of  my  eyes  about  a 
'  twelvemonth  ago.    He  thought  it  was  due  to  the  glare  on  the  island. 

5741.  Do  you  find  that  rather  intense  ? — Yes. 

5742.  Otherwise  you  have  nothing  to  complain  of? — No. 

5743.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Do  you  work  for  the  leper  patients  ? — At  first  I 
made  shoes  for  them,  but  now  I  do  not. 

5744.  Chairman.']  "Who  does  the  repairing? — There  is  a  man  at  the 
asylum,  who  was  f omerly  my  assistant.  I  think  he  instructs  some  of  the 
patients  how  to  work  for  themselves. 

5745.  Did  you  make  all  the  boots  for  the  lepers  in  the  first  instance  ? 
—Yes. 

5746.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Are  the  boots  used  now  mostly  ready  made  ? 
— The  feet  of  the  lepers  are  in  many  cases  so  distorted  that  they  have  to  get 
their  boots  made. 

5747.  Do  you  take  the  measurements  ? — No  ;  I  did  formerly,  but  now 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

5748.  Are  you  in  close  contact  with  the  lepers  at  all  ? — No. 

Antonio  Perreria  examined. 

5749.  Chairman.']  What  is  your  position  ?— I  am  chief  boatman  on 
Eobben  Island. 

5750.  How  long  have  you  been  here  ? — Close  upon  sixteen  years.  It 
will  be  sixteen  years  on  the  1st  of  July  next. 

5751.  Are  you  aware  of  any  persons  coming  over  to  the  island  in  boats, 
apart  from  the  usual  steamer  ? — Yes,  sometimes. 

5752.  What  class  of  persons  are  they  ? — Mr.  Ohlsson  and  other  gentle- 
men come  over  to  shoot  occasionally. 

5753.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  persons  coming  over,  any  objection- 
able characters  ? — No  :  only  fishing  boats  come. 

5754.  Do  they  ever  bring  over  any  persons  who  stay  for  any  time  ? 
— No,  unless  it  is  some  of  the  officials  who  have  missed  the  steamer,  but 
that  is  very  seldom. 

5755.  Is  there  any  chance  of  any  of  the  patients  being  taken  off  in 
those  boats  ? — No. 

5756.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Do  any  boats  come  in  the  night  time  as  far  as  you 
are  aware  ? — Only  fishing  boats.  They  generally  come  in  the  afternoon  and 
report  themselves  to  me.  These  men  all  have  permission  from  the  superin- 
tendent to  come  here  and  fish  and  they  go  back  as  soon  as  they  have  fin- 
ished. 'V  ^- 

5757.  They  must  have  permission  ? — Yes,  otherwise  they  dare  not  touch 
at  the  island. 

James  Nutt  examined. 

5758.  Chairman.]  What  is  your  position  on  the  island  ? — I  am  night     James  Nutt. 
watchman  at  present.    I  was  over  here  some  22  years  age 

5759.  How  long  have  you  been  here  this  last  time  ? — Nearly  five  years, 
I  have  served  the  Government  over  30  years, 

5760.  What  are  your  duties  ? — I  watch  all  the  place  round  the  village. 

5761.  Do  you  notice  any  drunkenness  at  night  at  all  ? — I  haVe  not  seen 
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ames^  utt.  some  time;  there  used  to  he  tojne  drunkenness  a  good  many  months 

Feb.  28th,  1894.    back,  but  it  has  been  pretty  quiet  lately. 

5762,  How  long  ago  should  you  say  '? — -Nine  or  ten  months. 

s5763.  What  was  the  cause? — The  hours  were  later  then  than  they  are 

now. 

6764.  Do  you  go  to  the  leper  asylums  ? — No. 

6765.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  the  convicts  interfering  with  the 
females  ? — No. 

5766.  Do  you  know  if  the  male  lepers  ever  attempt  to  get  into  the 
female  quarters? — I  have  never  seen  anything  of  the  kind. 

5767.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  boats  arriving  here  at  night  ? — Only 
fishing  boats. 

5768.  They  have  not  brought  any  passengers,  have  they  ?— No.  The 
boats  generally  land  at  Murray's  Bay. 

5769.  Do  they  land  during  the  night  ? — Those  that  have  permission. 

5770.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  their  taking  leper  patients  away  ? — No 

5771.  You  have  never  heard  of  anything  of  the  sort? — No. 

5772.  Have  you  known  the  fishing  boats  bring  over  spirituous  liquors 
for  the  lepers  ? — Not  lately  ;  they  used  to  do  so  years  ago.  The  Malays 
used  to  bring  dagga  also. 

5773.  They  did  some  smuggling  ? — Yes.  There  was  some  suspicion 
about  it,  and  the  doctor  used  to  have  them  searched  in  the  boathouse. 

5774.  During  your  experience  have  you  known  of  any  healthy  person 
catching  leprosy  on  the  island  ? — No. 

5775.  Do  you  know  how  the  shoemaker's  boy  got  the  disease? — No. 
6776.  Dr.  Hofman.']  When  the  boats  touch  at  the  island  must  they 

have  permission  ? — Yes. 

5777.  Are  you  aware  of  any  boats  landing  during  the  night? — No.  If 
I  saw  a  boat  lying  off  the  island  I  should  go  up  and  tell  the  chief  boatman, 
and  it  would  be  his  place  to  go  and  inform  the  superintendent. 

5778.  So  far  as  you  are  aware,  no  irregularities  take  place  during  the 
night  ?— No,  I  am  not  aware  of  any. 


Cape  Town,  Monday.,  March  5ih,  1894. 


PRESENr : 


Dr.  Murray  f Chairman  J. 

Dr.  Hoffman, 
,,  Fisraer, 


Dr.  Dodds. 
Herman. 


Dr.  C.  Smiiis  examined. 

c  sliuu  5779.  Chairman^  Are  you  a  medical  practitioner  at  Stellenbosch  ?— 

'  Yes. 

March  5th,  1894.         g^g^^  j^^j^       ofiicial  appointment  ?— I  am  district  surgeon  at 

Stellenbosch. 

5781.  Have  you  always  practised  there  ? — Yes. 

5782.  For  how  many  years  ? — Forty-eight. 

5783.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  leprosy  in  the  district  ? — Yes. 
6784.  Have  you  had  many  cases  ? — Yes,  during  the  last  three  years. 

5786.  How  many  cases  have  you  had  within  the  last  few  years  at  any 
time  ? — About  thirty  the  last  three  years. 

6786.  Of  those  cases  what  proportion  were  white  and  what  proportion 
coloured  ? — There  were  no  whites  among  the  thirty. 

5787.  Have  you  reason  to  suppose  that  the  disease  has  spread  at  all  in 
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the  district  of  Stellenbosch  while  you  have  been  there  ? — That  •would  appear       ^  ^^^^ 
so,  because  I  see  more  of  the  case^  now  since  the  Government  moved  in  the  — 
matter.    Very  little  notice  was  taken  formerly  of  these  cases. 

5788.  Do  you  think  the  disease  has  spread  at  all  among  the  white 
races  ? — No. 

5789.  Are  there  auy  cases  at  Stellenbosch  ainoug  tiie  white  population 
that  have  come  under  your  notice '? — I  have  not  a  single  case  at  this  moment. 

5790.  From  Avhat  aspect  have  you  studied  the  disease  ?-^Only  from  a 
clinical  aspect. 

5791.  Have  you  classified  your  cases  at  all  ? — They  are  the  tubercular 
and  anaesthetic  form. 

5792.  Are  there  any  of  the  mixed  form  ? — I  daresay  there  are  some  cases. 

5793.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  method  of  spread  of  the 
disease  ? — I  think  it  is  by  heredity. 

5794.  Have  you  in  your  possession  any  records  of  families  that  would 
go  to  support  that  view? — Of  several  families;  but  there  are  a  few  cases 
which  I  can  explain  in  no  other  way  than  that  they  have  arisen  de  novo. 

5795.  As  regards  heredity,  in  what  way  do  you  think  the  disease  is 
spread ;  have  you  ever  known  of  a  leprous  child  being  born  ? — No. 

579G.  What  is  the  youngest  ago  you  have  seen  a  leprous  child  ? — An 
infant  a  few  months  old,  child  of  a  daughter  of  Mr.   ,  a  leper.  ~ 

5797.  Was  that  a  child  of  leprous  parents  on  both  sides  ? — Only  the 
grandfather. 

5798.  Have  you  any  records  of  cases  among  the  thirty  persons  you 
mentioned  which  would  bear  out  the  theory  of  heredity  ?— Yes,  in  several ; 
in  one  white  family,  not  of  the  thirty,  there  were  Mrs.  C,  her  son,  his  son, 
his  grandchild,  his  brother's  son,  his  sister,  and  a  son  of  another  sister. 

5799.  Can  you  give  us  the  names? — I  can  only  give  the  initials,  J.O. 
aiKl  D.C. 

5800.  Are  there  any  of  the  children  at  the  present  time  in  these  families 
who  are  suffering  from  leprosy  ? — I  cannot  say  as  I  am  not  attending  the 
tVnnilies  and  have  lost  sight  of  them. 

5801.  Do  you  know  how  the  mother  contracted  leprosy  ? — No. 

5802.  You  cannot  trace  it  back  in  any  way  ? — No. 

5803.  Can  you  mention  any  other  group  of  cases  in  the  district  which 
bears  out  your  view  of  heredity  being  a  means  of  spreading  the  disease  ? — 
Yes,  there  arc  others  with  the  particular  history  of  which  I  am  not 
acquainted.  I  had  a  cook  Avhose  husband  and  son  died  at'  Eobben  Island 
from  leprosy  whilst  she  at  83  was  free  from  it,  so  also  a  daughter  and 
her  sou. 

5804.  Why  do  you  think  that  heredity  tends  to  spread  the  disease  ? — 
i'rom  what  I  have  seen. 

5805.  You  saw  30  cases  of  leprosy,  I  uuderstand,  among  various 
families  ? — There  were  many  more  than  30,  but  that  would  be  in  the  last 
three  years  (1891  to  1893);  they  have  almost  all  gone  to  Eobbc^n  Island. 

5800.  As  regards  the  term  heredity,"  does  it  to  your  mind  mean  the 
actual  transmission  of  the  disease  to  the  fujtus  in  utero,  or  is  it  a  pre- 
disposition or  proclivity  which  certain  families  show  ? — That  is  difficult 
to  say. 

5807.  Have  you  ever  seen  a  foetus  born  leprotic  ?— No. 

5808.  Dr.  Fiamer.j  Did  the  leprosy  appear  on  the  son  after  the  death 
of  the  father  ? — No  ;  they  lived  together  a  long  time  ;  both  the  father  and  son 
were  sent  to  Eobben  Island. 

5809.  Br.  Dodds  ]  Can  you  give  us  the  name  ? — No. 

5810.  Chairman.~]  Have  any  of  the  cases  out  of  the  30  you  spoke  of 
been  sent  to  Eobben  Island  ? — Almost  all. 

^•811.  Therefore  the  names  would  probably  be  found  in  the  records  on 
the  island  ? — Yes. 

[G.lO-^'gi]  uu 
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5812.  Do  the  patients  as  a 'rule  allege  that  ttey  have  got  the  disease 
by  contagion  when  they  talk  about  the  matter  ? — No.  They  ascribe  it  to 
various  causes.  Sometimes  they  will  say  they  bathed  when  they  were  verv 
warm  and  then  all  at  once  it  broke  out.  There  are  two  cases  which  I 
remember  bearing  that  out.  There  was  the  case  of  a  child  twelve  years 
old  ;  the  little  fellow  was  very  warm  one  day  and  went  to  bathe,  and  he  was 
lying  about  in  the  sun  for  a  Jong  time  and  then  he  bathed  again.  After 
this,  he  came  home  and  complained  of  a  headache,  and  frim  that  day  he  was 
not  quite  well.  By  degrees  his  face  began  to  swell  and  he  showed  symptoms 
of  leprosy. 

5813.  What  is  the  child's  name  ? — The  boy's  name  is  Samuel  Pieterse. 
6814.  Was  it  a  coloured  child  ? — Yes.    About  the  same  time  another 

child,  also  a  coloured  boy,  Thomas  Maurits,  nearly  the  same  age,  got  the 
disease  in  the  same  way  ;  at  all  events  the  parents  could  not  attribute  it  to 
anything  else.  He  went  to  bathe  when  he  was  very  hot  and  came  home, 
and  complained  of  feeling  unwell,  and  the  symptoms  of  leprosy  began  to 
develope. 

5815.  Dr,  Hoffman.']  From  your  observations,  apart  from  the  increase 
in  the  population,  do  you  think  that  leprosy  has  increased  of  late  years  ? — I 
cannot  say  that.  I  have  found  out  more  cases,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is 
increasing. 

6816.  Can  you  say  whether  in  your  opinion  the  tubercular  form  is  more 
frequently  met  with  than  the  anaesthetic  or  vice  versa  ? — The  tubercular  form 
is  more  frequent. 

5817.  Is  it  in  your  experience  more  fatal  than  the  other  form  ? — Yes  ; 
more  quickly  fatal.  The  other  form  may  continue  for  years,  and  affected 
persons  will  go  about  their  work. 

5818.  Chairman.']  With  regard  to  the  cases  of  heredity  which  you 
mentioned,  do  you  exclude  all  sources  of  the  causation  of  the  disease  :  take 
for  instance  a  family  in  which  the  father  or  mother  are  lepers ;  do  not  the 
children  live  in  the  same  house  and  under  tbe  same  conditions  '? — Yes. 

5819.  And  they  probably  eat  cut  of  the  same  utensils  and  so  on? — Yes. 

5820.  And  probably  sleep  in  the  same  bed  ? — Probably. 

5821.  Although  therefore,  you  have  a  strong  impression  in  your  own 
mind  that  the  disease  is  hereditarj'-,  you  still  recognise  that  there  is  a  source 
of  error  in  forming  a  diagnosis  ? — Perhaps  one  child  may  take  it  and  all  the 
others  escape.  I  know  of  only  one  case  where  the  man  and  his  wife  had  the 
disease,  but  they  both  had  it  at  the  same  time,  so  you  could  not  say  that  the 
one  got  it  from  the  other. 

5822.  How  are  you  able  to  affirm  scientifically  that  both  had  it  at  the 
same  time  ;  how  did  the  man  come  under  observation  ;  might  he  not  have 
had  ulcerous  sores  on  some  part  of  his  body  which  you  would  not  be 
cognizant  of  ?— I  treated  that  man  on  one  occasion  for  fracture  of  the  leg, 
and  if  there  was  anything  wrong  with  him,  I  would  have  seen  it,  but  there 
was  nothing  the  matter  with  him  at  all. 

5823.  You  are  speaking  noAV  of  a  healthy  man  and  a  healthy  woman 
who  both  developed  leprosy;  which  of  them  developed  it  first? — That  I 
cannot  say. 

5824.  How  did  these  two  healthy  individuals  get  the  disease  ? — I  do 
not  know. 

5825.  You  cannot  say  whether  their  fathers  or  mothers  or  other 
relations  were  lepers  ? — No. 

5826.  Therefore  your  chain  of  heredity  would  bo  incomplete,  would 
it  not  ? — Not  necessarily  :  there  may  have  been  leprosy  in  the  families  of 
both,  and  my  impressioa  of  h(n-edity  has  arisen  in  a  general  way,  taking  all 
the  cases  I  saw  together. 

5827.  And  you  admit  tliat  they  were  all  subject  to  these  same  condi- 
tions ? —  Yes.    I  know  of  a  case  whore  the  husband  had  the  disease  very 
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badly :  you  could  smell  it  when  you  approached  the  house.    The  wife  ^ 
washed  and  dressed  the  wounds  every  day  several  times  and  even  slept  — 
with  her  husband  for  a  long  time,  yet  she  is  quite  well  and  free  from  the  ^'"""^ 
disease. 

5828.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Did  they  have  any  children  after  the  husband  got 
the  disease  ? — No,  they  never  had  any. 

•5829.  Qhairm(m.~\  Are  you  of  opinion  that  leprosy  is  contagious  ? — 
From  cases  I  have  read  I  would  say  that  in  some  very  extraordinary  cases 
it  can  be. 

•")830.  Under  what  conditions? — I  do  not  know  the  conditions. 

5831.  If  a  man  had  an  ulcerated  sm'face  in  tubercular  lerprosy,  would 
he  be  likely  to  spread  the  disease  to  a  person  who  had  a  broken  surface  ? — 
Possibly,  but  not  necessarily. 

5832.  You  are  aware  that  there  is  a  bacillus  in  leprosy  ? — I  have  heard 
so,  and  I  believe  it. 

5833.  Why  do  you  think  that  contagion  is  spread  only  in  a  small 
degree  ? — By  observation :  people  live  together,  and  sleep  together,  and 
lhave  children  by  each  other,  and  they  still  remain  free  from  the  disease. 
There  is  not  a  single  case  of  contagion  that  I  can  point  out. 

5834.  Has  every  case  of  leprosy  to  your  knowledge  been  one  in  which 
the  parents  have  been  lepers  ? — I  say  that  in  some  cases  there  may  be 
i  contagion,  in  some  an  origin  de  novo. 

i       5835.  You  admit  that  contagion  is  possible '? — Certainly,  but  the 
[percentage  of  cases  is  very  small,  intinitesimally  small. 

5836.  Why  do  you  think  the  percentage  is  small  ? — Not  having 
seen  a  single  case  that  I  could  bring  home  to  contagion.  When 
jprosecutiug  my  studies  in  Europe,  a  Paris  professor  of  medicine,  when 
lecturing  on  this  disease,  used  to  place  his  bare  leg  up  to  the  knee 
junder  the  blanket  in  contact  with  that  of  the  leper,  who  had  been 
imade  to  perspire,  during  the  whole  of  the  lecture,  which  lasted  about  an 
hour,  in  order  to  impress  on  the  students  its  non-contagiousness. 

5837.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Did  the  wife  in  the  case  you  mentioned  just  now 
take  no  precautious  to  avoid  cont'igion  ? — Not  at  all. 

5838.  Is  she  still  living  ? — Ye-,  and  perfectly  well, 

5839.  Dr.  FIofman.~\  Can  you  account  for  the  cases  which  you  say 
arise  de  novo  ;  have  you  formed  any  theory  as  to  how  it  is  possible  ?— It 
would  seem  thai  j)ersons  bathing  in  cold  water  when  overheated  from  ex- 
posure to  the  suu  may  contract  the  disease. 

5840.  Not  drinking  cold  water  when  they  are  hot  ? — No. 

5841.  Do  not  patients  sometimes  say  that  they  have  drunk  cold  Avater 
when  they  were  hot  ? — They  have  all  sorts  of  theories. 

5842.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  you  met  with  many  cases  where  persons  have 
not  closely  associated  with  other  lepers,  either  lived  in  the  swme  house  or 
been  on  fiiendly  terms  with  them  ? — Yes,  c:ises  which  had  never  been  near 
to  or  seen  a  lepi  r,  as  far  as  they  can  remember. 

5843.  Wliat  were  the  conditions  of  life  of  most  of  those  cases  you  re- 
ferred to  ;  were  they  cleanly  people  ? — Some  of  them  were  very  clean. 

5844.  Dr.  Hofman.~\  What  is  your  general  impression  of  the  caso> 
where  you  found  leprosy  ;  were  the  people  clean  and  were  the  surroundiu;.;.s 
good,  or  was  it  otherwise  ?— Some  were  very  clean  and  the  surround i:i'4s 
excellent. 

6845.  Would  you  say  that  leprosy  would  be  most  likely  toocciu-  amoi.g 
\7ell -to-do  and  cleanly  people  or  among  dirty  people? — Of  the  cases  1  have 
S3en  very  few  can  be  called  dirty  people. 

5846.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Have  you  found  leprosy  among  people  who  were 
(luite  clean  in  their  habits? — Yes.  I  know  a  case  atEerste  Kiver  where  the 
jiationt  is  a  most  neat  and  cleanly  person,  and  many  more  cases. 

5847.  Dr.  Ilo/fman.]  Have  you  treated  any  fiirth«n'  cases  of  leprosy  in 
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that  family  wliere  the  father  4iecl  of  the  disease  ? — -ISTo,  for  after  tlie  death  of 
the  father  I  ceased  to  attend  the  family. 

5848.  Were  there  ever  any  children  at  all  ? — Yes,  several.  A  son  died 
from  leprosy  at  the  age  of  about  20,  but  it  was  kept  secret,  and  a  daughter 
has  a  child  which  showed  symptoms  of  the  disease  when  only  a  fcAv  months 
old. 

5849.  Chairman.']  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  sterility  of 
^    lepers  ? — A  coloured  woman,  Abda  Arnoldus,  39  years  old,  mother  of  nine 

children,  four  of  which  are  alive,  one  seven  months  old,  at  the  breast,  all  strung 
and  healthy  looking,  has  had  tubercular  leprosy  for  many  years,  and  is  now 
at  Robben  Island.  Mr.  J.  C,  has  a  large  family,  and  so  has  his  brother  I).  C, 
who  lost  a  son  from  leprosy.  Constans,  a  coloured  woman  45  years  old, 
living  at  Klapmnts,  is  the  mother  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  seven  arc 
alive  and  in  excellent  health,  six  being  hired  out  to  farmers,  the  youngest, 
seven  years  old,  at  home  ;  has  had,  three  years  ago,  two  miscarriages,  feels 
healthy  and  strong,  and  is  able  to  do  all  kind  of  farm  labour  and  carries 
wood.  The  disease  began  many  years  ago  with  a  slight  eruption  here  and 
there  on  the  body,  after  which  the  face  began  to  swell,  but  how  long  ago  she 
cannot  tell.  She  livet-  with  her  husband  and  children  quite  isolated  on  a 
small  farm. 

5850.  Do  you  think  the  disease  has  a  tendency  to  die  out  through 
sterility,  or  do  lepei  s  procreate  children  as  freely  as  healthy  persons  ? — In 
the  face  of  the  reported  cases  it  is  dithcult  to  give  on  opinion,  but  on  the 
whole,  I  should  think  there  is  such  a  tendency. 

5851.  Is  there  any  other  method  of  spreading  the  disease  ;  do  you  think 
it  is  spread  through  vaccination  at  all  ? — No. 

5852.  Have  you  vaccinated  a  large  number  of  persons  ? — Yes,  but  I 
never  had  any  case  where  the  disease  was  spread  in  that  way. 

5853.  What  method  of  vaccination  do  you  adopt ;  is  it  arm  to  arm  from 
healthy  children  ? — Yes,  that  way  principally.  I  take  good  care  to  select 
children  with  whose  families  I  am  acquainted. 

5854.  Dr.  Hoffman.~\  You  would  not  select  a  child  in  whose  family 
there  had  been  leprosy  at  all  ?— No,  [  would  not  think  of  such  a  thing. 

5855.  Chairman.^  Might  there  be  a  possible  risk  of  inoculation  in  that 
way  ? — There  might  be,  but  I  have  never  known  of  a  case  in  my  own  district 
traceable  to  carelessness  in  vaccination. 

5856.  But  you  admit  that  there  might  be  a  risk  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

5857.  Therefore,  you  would  consider  that  the  disease  is  inoculable? — Yes. 
5o58.  Do  you  think  that  a  person  with  a  broken  surface  might  contract 

leprosy  by  using  a  spade  or  other  implement  which  had  been  used  by  a  leper  ? 
— He  might  if  the  spade  had  been  handled  by  a  leper  with  abraded  or 
ulcerating  surface. 

5859.  In  that  way  there  would  be  a  risk  of  spreading  the  disease,  woul 
there  not  ? — Yes. 

5860.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Have  you  known  of  such  cases  ? — No. 

5861.  Gkairman.~\  You  have  never  known  of  a  single  case  ? — No ;  there 
was  the  case  of  Father  Damien,  at  the  Sandwich  Islands ;  he  handled  the 
lepers  and  inhaled  the  atmosphere,  and  only  after  about  twelve  years  he  got 
the  disease ;  probably  he  had  some  broken  surface. 

5862.  Do  you  think  the  period  of  incubation  is  long  in  leprosy  ? — 
have  no  idea. 

5863.  Would  you  allow  conjugal  intercourse  between  lepers? — Is'o, 
certainly  not ;  you  could  prevent  that. 

5864.  Is  it  necessary  to  prevent  that  in  order  to  check  the  spread  of  the 
disease  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

6865.  Would  you  allow  conjugal  intercourse  between  a  leper  and  a  non- 
leper  ? — Certainly  not. 

5866.  You  think  there  would  be  a  risk  of  leper  children  growing  up? 
—  Yes, 
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.  5867.  You  would  not  consider  so  much  the  risk  of  the  disease  being  ^J;, 
eomnmnicatcd  between  th{j  father  and  mother  ? — No  ;  there  is  very  little  -1 
risk  of  that,  if  any.  ^  ^^'"^ 

5868.  Have  you  ever  known  of  any  case  where  the  disease  has  been 
contracted  in  that  way  ? — Ko. 

5869.  Have  you  any  cases  to  prove  the  contrary  ? — Yes,  several  cases, 
the  records  of  which  are  on  Eobben  Island.  There  was  the  case  of  my  cook, 
whose  husband  went  to  the  island  j^ears  ago.  That  man  is  dead  and  his  son 
also  ;  the  daughter  is  still  living  at  Stellenbosch  and  she  is  quite  free.  The 
mother  who  was  in  my  service,  died  at  the  age  of  83  perfectly  healthy. 

5870.  Z>r.  Fismer.']  Do  you  think  that  leprosy  might  be  caused  by  any 
special  diet  ? — It  is  difficult  to  say  what  might  be. 

6871.  You  have  not  observed  anything  of  the  kind  in  your  district? — 
No,  nothing  that  you  can  ascribe  to  that. 

6872.  Ghairman.']  Do  the  people  in  your  district  use  much  salt  fish  ? — 
They  do  use  it  but  not  a  great  deal. 

5873.  Dr.  FismerP\  Do  you  think  the  disease  is  spread  equally  all  over 
the  district,  or  have  you  observed  more  cases  in  certain  parts  ? — No,  I 
have  not. 

6874.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Do  you  think  that  you  have  an  accurate  list  of 
all  the  lepers  in  the  district  of  Stellenbosch  ? — No,  there  are  some  lepers 
who  hide  themselves,  especially  of  late,  on  account  of  the  letters  that  arrive 
from  the  lepers  to  their  friends,  in  which  they  complain  very  bitterly  of 
their  treatment.  They  say  they  are  seldom  medically  attended  and  do  not 
get  sufficient  food.  The  other  day  I  went  to  see  a  man  and  his  wife,  and 
found  them  both  lepers.  I  took  their  names  and  reported  the  matter  to  the 
magistrate,  and  when  he  sent  for  them  they  had  both  decamped,  because 
they  had  relatives  on  the  island  who  had  written  to  them  making  great 
complaints. 

5875.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Can  you  get  us  one  of  those  letters  fhat  you  refer 
to  ? — I  could  not  say,  they  are  coloured  people. 

5876.  Dr.  IIoffman.~\  You  think  there  are  several  cases  at  large  still  in 
your  district? — Yes,  people  hide  themselves  ;  I  know  two  or  three  cases. 

5877.  Chairman^]  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  present  segregation 
Act  ?— Yes. 

5878.  You  are  aware  that  such  an  Act  is  in  force  ? — Yes. 

5879.  And  you  know  the  forms  of  certificate  which  have  to  be  filled 
up  ?— Yes. 

5880.  Do  you  think  the  system  might  be  altered  in  any  way  ? — I  think 
it  is  quite  sufficient.  There  have  been  a  couple  of  cases  which  I  was  almost 
sure  about,  but  there  was  a  little  doubt,  and  as  I  am  against  sending  these 
unfortunate  people  to  Eobben  Island,  I  always  take  the  most  lenient  view 
that  I  can,  and  give  them  the  benefit. 

5881.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  an  additional 
medical  certificate,  as  is  the  case  under  the  Lunacy  Act  ? — I  think  not. 
If  a  leper  goes  over  to  the  island  and  it  is  found  that  he  has  not  leprosy  he 
would  be  sent  back. 

5882.  But  in  the  meantime  the  man  has  suffered  the  pain  and  grief  of 
being  put  on  the  island  ? — There  are  some  medical  men  who  would  make  a 
mistake. 

5883.  You  would  not  suggest  any  alteration  then  ? — No'. 

5884.  Would  you  suggest  that  there  ought  to  be  a  probationary  ward, 
say  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital,  for  receiving  all  cases,  which  could  be 
fiaally  inspected  before  being  sent  to  Eobben  Island  ? — I  do  not  think  that 
is  necessary,  but  it  could  do  no  harm. 

5885.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  You  think  that  patients  are  sufficiently  safeguarderl 
as  things  are  ?-  -  Yes. 

5886.  Chairm'in.']  As  to  segregation  as  it  at  present  exists,  do  you 
approve  of  the  segregation  of  the  sexes  ? — Yes. 
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^  ^^-^^^  5887.  Do  you  approve  of  segregation  broadly  as  a  remedy  for  checking 

the  spread  of  the  disease? — Yes. 
March  5th,  1894.  5888.  That  is  the  segregation  of  the  diseased  from  the  healthy  ?— Yes, 

5889.  You  hold  that  the  disease  is  not  contagious,  on  what  ground  do 
you  approve  of  segregation  ? — On  the  ground  of  heredity.  I  say  that  if  you 
could  prevent  sexual  intercourse,  segregation  would  be  unnecessary. 

5890.  Do  you  approve  of  the  present  method  of  segregation  on  Eobbeu 
Island  ? — No  ;  I  think  it  is  very  wrong  and  it  is  a  hardship.  It  is  not 
proved  that  the  disease  is  contagious,  and  supposing  it  is,  it  is  in  such  a  slight 
degree  as  not  to  justify  such  extreme  measures  and  banishment  of  these  people, 
many  of  whom  would  prefer  death  to  being  sent  to  Eobben  Island. 

5891.  How  would  you  propose  to  modify  the  present  method  of  segre- 
gation ? — Those  who  have  to  suffer  on  Kobben  Island  for  the  benefit  of  the 
healthy  should  be  better  treated  than  they  are  now.  I  think  also  you  might 
have  two  or  three  different  aaylums. 

5892.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  segregation  on  the  mainland  in 
different  localities  ? — Yes,  there  might  be  several  asylums  in  different  parts 
of  the  Colony. 

5893.  What  class  of  people  would  you  send  there  ? — I  would  class  the 
patients  according  to  their  position  in  society. 

5894.  How  would  you  provide  for  the  segregation  of  the  wealthier 
classes  who  have  homes  of  their  own ;  would  you  allow  them  to  remain  say 
on  their  farms  ? — If  a  man  could  manage  to  segregate  on  his  farm,  keep 
separate  from  the  rest  of  the  family,  I  would  allow  him  to  isolate  himself  on 
his  farm,  and  keep  him  under  observation.  If  he  disobeyed  the  rules  and 
regulations  in  any  way,  he  should  be  removed  to  Robben  Island. 

5895.  You  would  isolate  him  on  his  farm  subject  to  the  supervision  of 
the  local  authorities  ? — Yes. 

5896.  Would  you  isolate  hira  from  his  family  as  far  as  possible,  compel 
him  to  have  a  separate  dwelling  room,  and  keep  him  as  far  as  you  could  from 
his  family  while  allowing  him  to  live  under  certain  rules  and  regulations  to 
be  drawn  up  ? — Yes, 

5897.  And  if  these  conditions  were  infringed,  you  would  have  him 
removed  to  Robben  Island  ? — Yes  ;  it  would  be  his  own  fault. 

5898.  With  such  safeguards  as  those  efficiently  carried  out,  would  it  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  out  the  disease  do  you  think  ? — Yes,  especially  if  you 
could  prevent  the  sexes  coming  together. 

5899.  Would  you  send  anybody  to  Eobben  Island  at  all? — Yes  ;  those 
poor  unfortunates  who  cannot  take  care  of  themselves  might  be  sent  there, 
where  they  would  be  well  cared  for.  I  know  of  a  case  at  Stellenbosch  where 
H  poor  man,  his  wife  and  children,  all  lived  in  one  room.  Cases  like  that 
ought  to  be  sent  to  Robben  Island. 

5900.  With  reference  to  the  letters  of  complaint  that  lepers  were  not 
properly  treated  on  Robben  Island,  can  you  tell  us  how  we  could  get  those 
letters  ;  do  you  know  the  names  of  the  persons  who  received  them  ? — The 
parties  have  disappeared  altogether,  and  are  not  to  be  found. 

590  ! .  Dr.  Ho f man.']  If  I  understand  you  correctly,  you  hold  that  there 
might  be  a  chance  of  contagion  under  certain  special  circumstances,  as,  for 
instance,  by  inoculation  ? — Yes. 

5902.  Do  you  think  that  if  you  were  to  segregate  people  on  their  own 
farms  that  would  be  a  sufficient  safeguard? — I  think  so. 

5908.  Would  you  have  them  constantly  under  Government  supervision, 
and  would  they  require  to  have  constant  attendance  to  see  that  they  were 
isolated  properly  ? — Yes. 

5904.  You  would  leave  that  to  the  family  ? — Yes ;  I  would  let  them 
know  that  if  the  coJiditions  were  infringeil  the  patient  would  be  removed  to 
Robben  Island.  It  would  be  their  own  faidt,  and  there  would  be  no  hardship. 

5905.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  suHicieut  ? — Yes,  quite  sufficiciir. 
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5906.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  each  district  segregating  its  own  c'smuts 
lepers  instead  of  bringing  them  all  together  in  two  or  throe  large  asylums  ? —         '  _ 

I  would  be  in  favour  of  two  or  three  large  asylums  besides  that  on  Eobben  ^^i^^^ch  r)tii,  i894. 
Island. 

5907.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  each  district  segregating  its 
own  lepers  ;  1  am  alluling  to  the  poorer  class  who  Cfiimot  help  ilienisclves  V 
— I  would  not  do  that ;  I  would  gooner  send  them  to  Kobben  Island. 

5908.  Dr.  Dodds.']  What  class  of  cases  would  you  send  to  the  hospitals 
on  the  mainland  ? — The  better  class  who  are  accustomed  to  comforts. 

5909.  Without  any  respect  of  colour  ? — Yes. 

5910.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Rave  you  been  over  to  Eobben  Island  ? — Never. 

5911.  With  reference  to  the  sexes,  do  you  think  there  would  be  sufficient 
safeguard  if  patients  were  isolated  on  their  own  farms  ? — Yes. 

5912.  Dr.  Dodds ^  You  would  be  prepared  to  run  the  risk  in  fact? — 
Some  risk  cannot  be  avoided,  but  the  fear  of  being  sent  to  Eobben  Island 
would  be  a  sufficient  safeguard. 

5913.  Dr.  Hoffman.~]  Have  you  been  able  to  treat  lepers  for  any  length 
of  time  so  as  to  be  able  to  speak  as  to  the  effect  of  drugs  upon  the  disease  ? 
— Yes,  I  remember  one  case  that  was  perfectly  cured.  This  patient  was 
about  nine  months  under  treatment,  and  I  would  still  doubt  the  accuracy  of 
my  diagnosis  were  it  not  that  his  mother  died  of  leprosy  and  a  grandchild  of 
his  also,  and  it  is  in  the  family.  He  had  the  tubercular  symptoms,  dis- 
coloration of  the  skin,  and  every  symptom. 

5914.  You  are  quite  positive  that  he  was  cured  by  the  action  of  drugs  ? 
—Yes. 

5915.  Is  he  alive  still? — K'o,  he  lived  about  twenty  years  after  he  was 
cured ;  he  was  an  elder  of  the  church  after  his  recovery. 

5916.  And  you  never  saw  any  signs  of  the  disease  afterwards  ? — ISo.  I 
often  saw  him  and  he  was  perfectly  cured. 

5917.  How  long  had  he  had  the  disease  before  he  came  under  treat- 
ment ? — That  I  cannot  say. 

5918.  Was  it  some  time  before  ? — Yes,  the  face  was  swollen  and  the 
whole  body  was  covered  with  yellowish- brownish  spots.    It  was  a  clear  case. 

5919.  Have  you  since  tried  any  other  cases  with  good  results  ? — No  ;  I 
find  that  the  patients  get  tired  of  continuing  the  treatment  ;  they  say  there 
is  no  improvement,  and  then  they  leave  off  the  medicine,  which  is  a  very 
expensive  affair. 

5920.  They  will  not  continue  sufficiently  long  under  treatment  ? — No. 

5921.  What  was  the  course  of  treatment  that  you  adopted? — Iodide 
of  potassium  in  five  grain  doses  three  times  a  day  internally,  iodide  of 
potassium  baths,  and  a  strong  solution  of  the  same  locally. 

5922.  And  that  was  successful  in  this  one  case  ? — Yes.  He  continued 
the  treatment  every  day  for  nine  months,  and  each  day  had  a  bath  in  which 
he  remained  for  half  an  hour :  there  Avas  a  strong  solution  of  iodide  of 
potassium  in  the  bath.  I  do  not  know  how  many  pounds  of  the  medicine 
he  did  not  get  from  the  chemist. 

5923.  And  for  twenty  years  after  he  was  cured  you  say  :  was  he  under 
your  observation  ? — Yes,  and  he  showed  no  symptoms. 

5924.  Chairman.']  Had  this  patient  any  set  of  symptoms  which  led  you 
to  suppose  that  he  had  contracted  syphilis  ? — None. 

5925.  Do  you  rccaguise  the  presence  of  syphilis  in  conjunction  with 
leprosy  ? — I  have  not  had  any  cases. 

5926.  Were  you  satisfied  in  your  own  mind  that  the  patient  you  speak 
of  had  no  trace  of  syphilis  whatever  ? — Perfectly  satisfied. 

5927.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  You  spoke  of  iodide  of  potassium  baths  ;  what  was 
the  strength  of  them  ? — I  cannot  say  for  certain,  but  I  think  about  1  lb.  for 
each  bath,  but  then  I  told  him  he  could  use  the  same  bath  for  a  week. 

5928.  Did  you  gradually  increase  the  strength  of  the  doses  of  iodide  of 
potassium  ? — 1  never  gave  more  than  five  grains  three  times  a  day. 


^^^^^^  5929.  Dr,  Dodds.^  You  say  there  was  nothing  pointing  to  syphilis  in 

—  that  case  ? — Nothing. 

March  5th,  1894.  593,),         ^he  man's  father  healthy  ?— I  have  not  known  the  father. 

5931.  Chitirmanr\  In  view  of  the  great  success  you  had  in  that  case, 
did  you  try  iodide  of  potassium  in  other  cases  — Yes,  but  without  avail. 

5932.  Did  that  excite  any  suspicion  in  your  mind  ? — The  other  p;itieuts 
never  gave  the  treatment  a  fair  chance  ;  -  as  soon  as  they  found  that  they  did 
get  better  they  gave  it  up. 

5933.  Dr.  Fismer.~\  It  is  a  rather  expensive  treatment,  is  it  not  ? — 
Yes  ;  this  was  a  wealthy  farmer,  however. 

5934.  Could  you  use  that  treatment  for  the  poorer  classes  ? — If  you 
were  sure  about  it  you  might  attempt  it ;  but  that  you  cannot  be. 

5935.  Dr  Dodds.~\  A  fair  chance  has  never  been  given  to  this  special 
treatment,  has  it  ? — Except  in  the  one  case.  There  was  one  case  in  which  it 
failed.  Some  years  ago  a  colleague  from  Malmesbury  was  going  to  try  it  on 
a  young  girl,  but  I  think  it  also  failed. 

5936.  Dr.  Ho^man.~\  Do  you  remember  the  name  of  the  colleague  ? — 
I  am  not  quite  sure.    I  think  it  was  Dr.  Simons. 

5937.  Chairman,']  Would  you  segregate  patients  in  all  stages  of  the 
disease  ? — Yes  ;  with  the  object  of  preventing  sexual  intercourse. 

5938.  Has  the  present  Act  given  rise  to  any  grievance  in  regard  to 
working  ? — Yes,  great  grievance. 

5939.  The  patients  on  Eobben  Island  do  not  like  to  be  separated  from 
their  friends,  do  they  ? — No  ;  they  would  sooner  consent  to  anything  than 
the  separation,  they  would  not  mind  it  so  much  on  the  mainland. 

5940.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Do  you  think  the  modified  segregation  which  you 
have  suggested  would  give  satisfaction  to  those  who  are  at  present  dis- 
satisfied ? — Yes. 

594J .  You  think  they  would  not  mind  being  removed  from  their  homes 
on  the  mainland,  but  they  do  object  to  being  sent  to  Eobben  Island  ? — Yes; 
there  will  always  be  more  or  less  grumbling  about  that ;  you  cannot  satisfy 
them. 

5942.  Dr.  ffojfman.']  Do  you  know  of  any  self -cured  case  of  leprosy '? — I 
remember  one  case  some  years  ago.  The  man  had  a  swollen  face  and  all 
the  symptoms,  but  1  lost  sight  of  him.  When  I  saw  him  some  time  after- 
wards he  looked  almost  cured  ;  there  seemed  to  be  nothing  wrong  with  him. 

5943.  Do  you  know  whether  he  had  been  under  treatment,  or  was  it  a 
purely  self  cured  case  ? — I  do  not  think  he  was  under  any  treatment.    I  a 
not  quite  sure,  but  I  shall  enquire  again  and  let  you  know. 

5944.  Dr.  Fismer.']  You  have  only  seen  him  ;  you  have  not  examine 
him,  have  you  ? — No  ;  but  he  looks  quite  himself  again, 

5945.  Chairman  ]  Do  you  consider  that  a  self-cured  case  or  only  art 
arrested  case  ? — I  should  call  it  self -cured.  It  was  the  only  case  of  the  kind 
that  I  have  seen. 

5946.  In  what  form  had  that  man  leprosy  ?— The  tubercular  form. 

5947.  Have  you  seen  many  ana3sthetic  cases  ? — Yes. 

5948.  Have  you  seen  many  arrested  cases  in  that  form  ? — Several 
appeared  arrested,  but  whether  permanently  I  cannot  say. 

5949.  Do  you  believe  that  the  disease  is  CA^er  permanently  cured  ? — I 
know  of  oidy  the  one  case  I  have  mentioned. 

5960.  Have  you  examined  the  cases  minutely  ? — Some  I  haie. 

5951.  Have  you  seen  cases  of  the  arrest  of  the  disease  in  the  anaesthetic 
form  ? — I  have  seen  cases  where  persons  after  losing  one  or  more  fingers 
have  continued  tolerably  well  and  hardly  complained  of  anything. 

5952.  Dr.  Fismer.]  Would  you  consider  such  cases  permanently  cured  ? 
— Hardly,  as  there  always  remained  anesthetic  spots,  otherwise  they  looked 
fairly  well,  complaining  of  nothing  and  being  able  to  work. 

5953.  Chairman.]  As  regards  the  working  of  the  Act  in  regard  to  the 
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discovery  of  the  disease,  do  not  people  hide  themselves  away  sometinus?  -  ^,  J^^^'";^^ 
Yes. 

5954.  How  would  you  propose  to  improve  the  Act  in  that  direction  ?—  ^^"-"■'"^ 
I  do  not  know  that  you  could  do  anything ;  by  degrees  they  would  be  found 

out. 

5955.  Do  you  think  that  householders  should  be  called  upon  to  notify 
cases  of  leprosy  ? — Yes. 

6956.  Would  you  make  it  compulsory  upon  householders  to  notify  ? 
—Yes. 

5957.  Would  you  make  it  compulsory  for  all  medical  men  to  notify 
cases  of  leprosy  that  they  have  under  treatment  ? — Yes,  I  would. 

5958.  No  matter  whether  a  medical  man  was  called  in  privately  or 
acted  in  an  official  capacity  ? — Yes  :  it  ought  to  be  compulsory,  that  is  to 
say  in  case  the  Act  was  altered. 

5959.  I  suppose  persons  hide  these  cases,  being  aware  of  the  harsh 
treatment  they  will  be  subjected  to  ? — Yes. 

5960.  Br  Dodds.']  Do  you  think  if  there  were  proper  hospitals  and  a 
modified  system  of  segregation,  people  would  be  far  less  likely  to  hide  cases  ? 
—Yes. 

5961.  And  the  difficulty  of  medical  men  having  to  notify  would  be 
greatly  done  away  with,  would  it  not  ? — Yes,  1  am  quite  sure  of  that. 

5962.  Dr.  Ho f man.']  How  would  you  deal  with  suspected  cases  of 
leprosy ;  suppose  a  man  came  to  you  and  consulted  you  for  leprosy  and 
you  were  not  quite  sure  in  your  own  mind  whether  it  was  so,  how  would 
you  act,  would  you  keep  him  under  observation  ? — I  would  tell  him  right 
out  that  he  had  the  symptoms  of  leprosy,  but  that  I  could  not  be  quite  sure. 

5963.  Would  you  make  it  compulsory  to  have  a  register  of  such 
suspected  cases  kept,  so  that  such  cases  might  bo  watched  ? — Yes,  by  the 
medical  man. 

5964.  How  can  you  deal  with  such  a  case  then  ? — It  is  between  the 
medical  man  and  the  patient. 

5965.  We  are  discussing  now  how  the  Act  may  be  amended  and 
improved  in  regard  to  suspected  cases :  you  would  lose  sight  of  a  man  if 
there  was  not  some  law  to  make  him  return  and  report  himself,  would  you 
suggest  any  system  whereby  he  should  report  himself  for  observation  ?- — 
I  do  not  think  you  can  compel  suspected  cases  to  report  themselves,  but  the 
medical  man  may  be  expected  to  keep  an  eye  on  them  and  tell  them  that  he 
will  do  so. 

6966.  Dr.  Dodds.]  You  think  that  we  go  quite  far  enough  in  dealing 
with  actual  cases  and  compulsorily  segregating  them  without  iutorforiug  too 
much  with  suspected  cases  ? — Yes  ;  leave  suspected  cases  alone ;  leave  them 
to  the  medical  men,  and  impress  on  them  the  necessity  for  seeing  to  such 
cases. 

5967.  Chairman.']  How  would  you  deal  with  lepers  coming  from  without 
the  Colony,  Mauritius,  China,  or  other  parts  of  the  world  ? — I  suppose  they 
should  be  sent  to  Kobbcn  Island,  or  else  not  allowed  to  enter  the  Colony. 

5968.  Would  not  you  require  to  have  some  machinery  for  detecting 
them  when  they  landed  ? — I  apprehend  that  the  medical  man  who  visits  the 
vessels  would  find  out. 

5969.  Would  you  make  it  incumbent  on  the  captain  of  the  vessel  to 
declare  on  his  health  certificate  what  cases  he  had  on  board  ? — Suppose  the 
disease  was  only  in  the  early  stage,  the  captain  would  not  know  perha'js 
himself.  I  remember  the  case  of  a  lady  who  had  the  disease,  and  I  asked 
her  how  she  got  it.  She  told  me  there  was  no  leprosy  in  her  family,  and 
that  she  had  never  been  in  contact  with  any  leper,  but  she  had  a  groat  horror 
of  the  disease,  and  one  day  she  was  in  a  room  when  in  came  a  person  suffering 
from  leprosy  ;  she  said  she  could  have  died  from  fright.  That  was  the  oiily 
thing  she  knew. 
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c.  ^Lu  ^^'^^^  ^^^y        ?— No  ;  she  is  dead. 

—  5971.  Did  you  know  her  family  history  ? — Only  from  herself,  not  from 

March  5th,  1891.   .^^^^^^  observation. 

5972.  What  did  she  die  of  ?— Of  leprosy  at  Stellenbosch. 

5973.  Are  any  of  her  family  living  there  now  ? — No. 
6974.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  In  your  experience,  what  time  do  you  find  that 

leprosy  shows  itself  most  usually  ? — At  all  ages. 

5975.  Is  there  no  particular  age  at  which  it  is  more  prevalent  than 
another  ? — I  do  not  think  I  have  seen  any  cases  after  60. 

5976.  You  say  that  you  believe  the  disease  is  spread  by  heredity,  would 
you  put  down  any  time  as  the  incubation  period  before  which  it  would  not 
show  itself  ? — No. 

5977.  Eight  years  of  age  is  the  youngest  case  in  your  experience  I  be- 
lieve ? — Ten  years,  except  that  of  the  grandchild  of  J.  C,  who  was  only  a 
few  months  old. 

5978.  Chairman.']  In  the  case  of  the  lady  you  mentioned  just  now,  do 
you  think  the  disease  was  caused  from  the  nervous  shock  ? — Yes. 

5979.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  her  family  history  or  the  conditions 
under  which  she  lived  ?~8he  was  very  cleanly  and  very  particular  about 
her  person". 

5980.  Who  attended  her  at  the  time  of  her  death  ? — I  attended  her. 

5981.  Did. she  live  alone  in  the  house? — She  lived  in  the  same  house 
with  a  sister-in-law  and  her  family.  i 

5982.  Did  no  other  members  of  the  family  come  under  your  notice  as 
suffering  from  leprosy  ? — No,  not  one. 

5983.  Are  there  any  means  that  occur  to  you  for  preventing  unjust 
segregation  beyond  what  you  have  mentioned  ? — No. 

6984.  You  think  there  are  sufficient  safeguards  to  prevent  that? — Yes. 

5985.  Under  the  working  of  the  present  Act  it  is  necessary  to  have  a 
certificate  from  a  field  cornet,  a  medical  man  and  the  magistrate,  and  those  i 
three  forms  are  transmitted  together  with  the  Governor's  warrant,  do  you 
attach  much  importance  to  the  certificate  of  the  field  cornet  ? — No.  The! 
only  thing  is  that  the  field  cornet  must  find  the  case  out  and  report  it. 

5986.  In  the  event  of  a  field  cornet  refusing  to  certifiy,  how  does  thei 
case  then  stand  ? — If  a  case  comes  to  the  knowledge  of  the  magistrate  or 
district  surgeon,  their  certificate  ought  to  suffice.  i| 

5987.  How  would  you  get  over  that  difficulty  ? — I  would  send  the  man 
on  without  the  field  cornet's  certificate. 

5988.  You  think  the  field  cornet  is  not  capable  of  judging? — No, 
certainly  not  in  every  case. 

5989.  You  would  only  attach  importance  to  the  field-cornet's  certificate 
as  a  means  of  discovering  suspected  cases  ? — Yes,  that  is  all. 

5990.  Do  you  think  the  law  ought  to  be  amended  in  that  direction  ?— 

Yes. 

Dr.  Eyre  further  examined. 

5991.  Chairman.']  Have  you  anything  to  add  to  your  former  evidence  ?— 
There  are  a  few  points  which  I  have  considered  since  my  last  examination 
with  reference  to  the  danger  which  exists  of  the  disease  being  freshly  intro- 
duced from  India  and  other  countries  where  it  exists.  Authorities  at  South 
African  ports  should  be  approached  with  a  view  to  arrangements  being  made 
to  ensure  that  no  lepers  are  landed  from  ships  arriving  from  countries  where 
the  disease  is  prevalent.  Por  the  purposes  of  such  an  inspection,  it  would 
be  advisable  to  associate  an  expert  with  the  Port  Medical  Officer,  and  to 
define  what  immigrants  shall  undergo  this  special  inspection.  In  the  event 
of  a  leper  being  discovered  on  board,  permission  to  land  should  be  with-  !. 
]ield.  This  would  ensure  all  possible  precautions  being  taken  by  ship  owners; 
that  cases  of  leprosy  were  not  taken  on  board  at  the  port  of  embarkation. 
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It  is,  I  think,  advisable  to  allow  certain  eases  to  remain  at  large.    In  order  Qeo'^lEvrc 
safely  to  do  this,  definite  regulations  must  be  drawn  up,  based  on  the  — 
conclusions  the  Commission  will  come  to,  as  to  the  way  the  disease  is  March  5th,  180+. 
commonly  spread,  and,  in  addition,  there  should  be  established  a  system  of 
inspection  at  stated  intervals.    This  inspection  might  be  carried  out  by  the 
ordinary  medical  attendant  or  the  district  surgeon  at  the  option  of  the  patient. 
If  the  ordinary  medical  attendant  is  selected,  the  cost  should  be  borne  b^^ 
the  patient.    It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  medical  inspector  to  verbally  ex- 
plain the  regulations  to  the  patient.    Infringement  of  them  might  be  punished 
by  a  graduated  money  fine  for  the  first  and  second  offence  and  by  compulsory 
segregation  for  the  third.    Until  it  is  proved  that  the  disease  is  not  contagious 
in  certain  stages,  it  would  be  unwise  to  decide  upon  the  question  of  segrega- 
tion solely  from  symptoms  apparent.    Each  case  should  be  judged  on  its 
own  merits,  all  circumstances  of  social  condition,  education,  and  surroundings, 
being  taken  into  consideration,  with  the  object  of  determining  whether  it 
will  be  possible  to  ensure  the  regulations  being  carried    out.      It  is 
pirob9,ble  that  only  among    the  better  educated    of    the    white  popu- 
lation  will  it  be  possible   to    grunt    permission  to   the    patients  to 
live  in    their   own   houses.    I   do  not  think  Eobben  Island  offers  the 
best  available   conditions  for  segregation.     The  almost  complete  separa- 
tion from  friends  and  relations  is  a  very  great  hardship,  and  is  unnecessary. 
To  the  great  majority  of  patients,  social  intercourse  has  been  the  only 
amusement,  and  the  only  one  for  wliich  they  have  any  desire.     They  keenly 
feel  the  deprivation  of  this,  and  only  very  slowly  become  resigned  to  it.  In 
my  opinion,  it  would  be  better  to  establish  hospitals  on  the  mainland,  in 
positions  most  easily  accessible  from  surrounding  districts.    Tinder  efficient 
administration,  segregation  in  such  hospitals  could  be  made  as  complete  as  it 
is  at  Eobben  Island.    I  do  not  think  that  the  climate  of  the  island,  its  soil, 
or  its  general  characteristics,  exert  any  influence,  beneficial  or  otherwise. 
I  think  that  separate  accommodation,  as  well  as  a  more  varied  diet,  might 
be  provided  for  those  who  are  willing  to  pay  for  them.    A  competent  expert 
should  be    appointed,  whose   sole  duty  it  would  be  to  investigate  the 
disease   clinically  and   experimentally.      Such  an  officer  should  not  be 
(hampered  by  any  administrative    duties.    Where  husband    and  wife 
are   both  segregated  they  might  be  allowed  separate  accommodation, 
provided   the   wife   is   past   the  child-bearing  period.     Similar  arrange- 
jments  might  be  made   for  parents   and   children,    the   condition  being 
jthe  possibility  of  exercising  strict  supervision  "over  the  visits  of  friends  and 
relations.    The  worst  cases  should  be  kept  separate  from  the  others,  both  for 
the  convenience  of  nursing  and  also  to  promote  as  cheerful  a  frame  of  mind 
as  possible  among  the  more  slightly  affected.    Separate  accommodation  away 
from  the  leper  hospital  should  be  provided  for  cases  where  the  diagnosis  is 
not  certain,  but  the  same  restrictions  should  be  enforced  as  with  the  ordinary 
patients.    Visitors  should  only  be  permitted  to  see  their  friends  in  the  wards 
or  in  an  enclosure  round  the  hospital,  from  which  it  would  be  impossible  for 
them  to  wander  unknown  to  the  attendants.    Such  an  enclosure,  provided 
with  shelter  from  the  weather,  would  be  an  advantage,  as  it  would  afford 
sufficient  privacy,  while  allowing  efficient  supervision.    The  present  certifica- 
tion of  lepers  is  insufficient,  I  think.  A  certificate  signed  by  the  magistrate,  the 
district  surgeon,  and  one  other  medical  practitioner  should  be  necessary,  such 
certificate  to  set  forth  in  detail  the  history  of  the  patient,  the  symptoms  of 
the  disease  present,  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  patient's  family,  and  the 
nature  of  his  surroundings.    Discipline  might  be  enforced  by  the  cutting 
off  certain  extras  of  diet,  such  as  sugar,  butter  or  tobacco,  and,  in  the  worst 
cases,  by  solitary  confinement.    I  believe  that  these  penalties  will  be  sufficient 
to  maintain  good   order.     It  should  be  compulsory  for  every  medical 
practitioner  to  report  to  the  magistrate  of  his  district,  or  to  such  central 
authority  as  shall  be  constituted,  any  case  coming  under    his  notice. 
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Gf<j^i^'Eyrr      Suspects  sliould  be  compelled  to  report  themselves  periodically  to  the  district 
—  surgeon,  and,  in  the  event  of  their  neglecting  to  do  this,  they  should  be 

March  oth,  1894.   segregated   provisionally   in   the   probationary  ward  at   Kobben  Island. 

Lepers  belonging  to  other  States  should  be  sent  back  to  be  dealt  with  by 
their  own  Government.  To  prevent  the  possibility  of  unjust  segregation, 
it  is  advisable  to  appoint  an  Examining  Board,  some  of  the  members  of  which 
should  be  experts.  Before  this  Board  all  lepers  should  appear,  accompanied  by 
the  necessary  certificates,  and  the  Board  should  then  decide  finally  how  they 
are  to  be  dealt  with. 

5992.  With  reference  to  segregation,  scientifically  speaking  do  you 
believe  that  it  is  carried  out  from  the  fact  of  haying  an  establishment  on 
Eobben  Island  ? — I  believe  that  a  great  many  cases  are  not  discovered,  ani 
are  still  about  the  country  instead  of  being  segregated. 

5993.  Is  there  not  considerable  communication  with  the  mainland  on 
account  of  friends  and  relatives  visiting  the  leper  patients  ? — Yes,  but  in  my 
time  they  were  not  allowed  to  wander  about  the  island. 

5994.  Then  you  cannot  say  that  because  the  lepers  are  on  Eobben 
Island  therefore  they  are  really  segregated,  can  you  ? — No.  Special  arrange- 
ments are  necessary  in  order  to  make  segregation  scientifically  comple^ 
even  on  Eobben  Island. 

5995.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Do  you  think  that  Eobben  Island  is  as  healthy' 
spot  for  lepers  as  the  mainland  ? — I  do  not  think  the  climate  exercises  a" 
prejudicial  influence. 

5996.  Do  you  think  it  is  bad  for  the  eyes  in  any  way  ? — I  do  not  th' 
so.  What  they  complain  of  with  regard  to  their  eyes  is  a  leprous  affection 
which  they  would  suffer  from  on  the  mainland  as  well.  About  20  or  30,  if 
I  remember  rightly,  out  of  80  had  leprous  affection  of  the  eyes. 

5997.  Do  you  think  the  glare  and  the  sand  affect  the  eyes  prejudicially 
at  all  ? — I  should  not  think  so. 

5998.  Do  not  you  think  the  fine  sand  is  bad  for  the  eyes  ? — I  thin 
there  is  as  much  dust  on  the  mainland  during  a  south-easter  as  there  is  on 
Eobben  Island. 

5999.  Do  you  find  that  the  climate  of  the  island  has  any  prejudipi, 
effect  on  chest  complaints  ? — I  have  never  noticed  it. 

6000.  Dr.  ■Herman.']  During  the  time  you  were  on  the  island  did  t" 
mortality  among  the  lepers  strike  you  as  at  all  high  ? — It  was  certain 
higher  among  the  lepers  than. among  any  other  section  on  the  island. 

6001.  We  are  told  that  last  year's  mortality  was  20  per  cent.,  can  y 
account  for  that  in  any  way  ;  you  have  visited  the  island  recently,  I  believ 
— I  have  not  been  on  the  island  since  I  left  there. 

6002.  Would  you  regard  20  per  cent,   as  high? — It  is  high.  I 
certain  it  was  not  as  high  as  that  among  the  lepers  when  I  was  there. 

6003.  During  the  period  of  your  incumbency  was  there  any  outbreak 
typhoid  fever  or  zymotic  disease  ? — There  was  one  case  of  typhoid  fever  dur 
the  time  I  was  there. 

6004.  Is  typhoid  fever  endemic  on  the  island  ? — I  should  say  so;  th 
have  been  several  epidemics  there  I  believe. 

6005.  Do  you  trace  that  to  bad  sanitation  or  to  any  peculiarity  affecting 
the  island  itself,  such  as  the  water  supply  ? — It  is  most  likely  connected  with 
the  water  supply. 

6006.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Was  not  sanitation  very  bad  in  a  row  of  cottages 
called  "  Typhoid  row  "  ? — It  was  very  bad  in  what  is  known  as  "Irish  Town," 
there  is  practically  no  sanitation  at  all  there  as  far  as  I  remember. 

6007.  Dr.  Herman.']  Was  any  attempt  made  to  investigate  the  origin 
of  the  case  of  tyjihoid  ? — No,  none  whatever.  That  case  is  recorded  com- 
pletely on  Eobben  Island. 

0008.  Would  you  regard  the  outbreak  of  a  zymotic  disease  of  that  class 
in  an  establishment  devoted  specially  to  cases  of  lunacy  and  leprosy  as  very 
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unusual  and  extraordinary  ?— Yes.    You  would  expect  the  drainage  in  such  om-^gl^kyre. 
an  institution  to  be  perfect,  and  that  such  outbreaks  would  be  well  nigh  im- 
possible. 

G009.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  drainage  is  very  imperfect  and  deficient, 
is  it  not  ? — Yes.    When  I  was  there  tnere  was  practically  none. 

6110.  Do  other  diseases  due  to  bad  sanitation  affect  the  inmates  of  the 
leper  institution  at  all  to  your  knowledge  ;  have  you  any  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  occurrence  of  diarrhoea  among  the  lepers  was  to  some  extent  at  all 
events  due  to  the  bad  sanitation  ? — I  aways  set  that  down  to  the  special 
weakness  that  the  lepers  were  subject  to.  Diarrhoea  was  a  special  symptom 
in  so  many  cases  that  I  never  attributed  it  to  bad  sanitation. 

tiill.  You  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  it  had  any  connection  with 
the  food,  water  or  milk  ?— No.  I  do  not  think  so.  1  never  traced  any  such 
connection. 

6112.  Have  you  any  remarks  to  offer  with  regard  to  the  occurrence  of 
leprosy  in  the  different  internal  organs  ;  which  organs  are  most  frequently 
affected,  and  in  what  sequence  ? — I  think  that  the  lungs  are  most  frequently 
affected,  in  fact  I  am  sure  they  are  affected  with  true  leprous  nodules. 

6113.  Have  you  made  any  post  mortem  examinations? — -Yes,  a  good 
many. 

6114.  Could  you  supply  us  with  any  records  of  those? — Yes.  They 
are  all  carefully  recorded. 

6115.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Were  not  they  tubercular  nodules? — That  is  a  very 
difficult  question  to  answer. 

6116.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is  there  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  occurrence 
of  diarrhoea  has  any  connection  with  the  food? — No,  I  never  traced  any  such 
connection  as  that. 

6117.  Are  the  lepers  sufficiently  supplied,  do  you  think,  with  such 
medical  comforts  as  milk,  arrowroot,  and  eggs  ?— They  were  in  my  time.  I 
think  if  any  extra  medical  comfort  is  ordered  there  is  no  difficulty  at  all  in 
obtaining  it. 

6118.  In  any  of  the  cases  under  your  care,  did  you  investigate  in  what 
way  the  leprous  poison  found  an  entrance ;  could  you  say  for  instance  that 
such  and  such  spot  was  the  starting  point  ? — No.  I  do  not  think  you  could 
do  that ;  the  infection  was  general  because  in  a  very  large  proportion  of  cases 
the  first  symptom  noticed  was  an  eruption  showing  that  the  whole  system 
was  affected. 

6119.  Did  you  ever  see  a  case  sufficiently  early  to  be  able  to  localize 
any  particular  spot  as  the  starting  point  ? — No,  I  never  did. 

6120.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  what  way  the  leprous  poison 
spreads,  whether  there  is  a  general  infection,  or  whether  it  gains  an  entrance 
at  any  particular  spot  or  any  particular  organ  ? — Judging  from  the  fact  that 
so  many  cases  have  been  traced  to  lepers  wearing  the  same  clothing,  I  should 
think  it  was  most  likely  that  the  poison  entered  tkrough  the  skin. 

6121.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  it  could  enter  through  the 
lungs ;  in  any  of  your  cases  did  you  observe  the  lung  symptoms  very 
early  ? — No.  It  was  very  seldom  that  the  lungs  were  affected  at  an  early 
stage,  it  was  generally  at  a  very  late  stage  in  the  disease. 

G122  Are  there  any  peculiar  characteristic  symptoms  of  leprosy  affect- 
ing the  lungs  that  led  you  to  suppose  it  whs  leprosy  before  making  a  post 
mortem  examination  ?— I  think  not ;  the  symptoms  as  far  as  I  remember 
would  be  very  similar  to  those  of  phthisis  where  the  lungs  were  affected  to 
any  extent. 

6123.  Can  you  tell  us  what  in  your  opinion  is  the  earliest  outset  of  the 
disease  ;  what  was  your  practical  experience  of  the  earliest  case  you  saw  ? 
— The  earliest  symptom  that  I  recognized  was  a  rash  ;  sometimes  that  occiir- 
l^ed  before  any  other  symptoms. 

6124.  What  kind  of  rash  was  it? — A  slight  reddening  of  the  surface 
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Gepi-^e^kifre  pa.tehes,  sometimes  large  and  sometimes  small.    I  have  seen  them  from 

epige^  ip  .  ^.^^       j^^^^  ^  crown  to  larger  than  my  hand,  and  they  were  raised  as  a 

Mart h  5th,  18^4.   j^^Iq  •  you  could  tracc  them  by  passing  your  hand  over  the  surface  of 
the  body,  and  they  were  very  often  covered  with  very  fine  scales. 

6125.  Was  the  centre  depressed? — There  was  generally  a  raising  of 
the  surface.  J  have  seen  on  Eobben  Island  that  rash  begin  and  die  away 
again. 

6126.  What  pre-existing  symptoms  were  there  ? — I  think  there  were 
tubercles  on  the  face. 

6127.  Did  you  recognise  any  antecedent  stage  of  the  eruption? — In  the 
history  of  many  of  the  cases  the  patients  stated  that  the  eruption  was  the 
first  thing  that  they  noticed,  before  any  other  symptoms  appeared. 

6128.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  the  symptoms  of  leprosy  being  so  much 
objective  the  antecedent  stages  have  not  been  sufficiently  investigated,  and 
that  there  are  probably  some  antecedent  stages  which  have  not  been  noted  ; 
have  you  found  any  such  ? — The  earliest  symptoms  that  the  patients  have 
noticed  have  been  general  feverishness  and  a  rash. 

6129.  Is  there  always  a  rash  ? — In  a  very  large  proportion  of  cases. 
On  Eobben  Island  I  got  distinct  histories  of  a  rash  in  17  cases  out  of  81. 
The  eruption  was  the  first  symptom  noticed  by  the  patient. 

6130.  I  suppose  at  the  present  time  you  have  no  recollection  of  what 
particular  kind  of  eruption  was  first  noticed,  whether  it  was  erythema,  or 
a  bullous  eruption  ? — I  do  not  remember  distinctly  what  description  the 
patients  themselves  gave  of  it  when  they  first  noticed  it. 

6131.  Does  the  early  eruption  vary  in  the  different  forms  of  tubercular 
and  anaesthetic  leprosy  ? — I  think  in  certain  anaesthetic  cases  the  eruption  is 
not  raised  and  it  is  not  reddened,  but  consists,  in  black  cases  especially,  of  the 
discharge  of  the  colour  from  the  skin,  leaving  lighter  coloured  patches  over 
the  body.  I  remember  there  were  some  who  described  the  first  eruption  in 
that  way.  There  might  have  been  an  earlier  stage  which  they  did  not 
notice ;  it  would  not  be  so  easily  noticeable  in  black  people  as  in  white. 

6132.  Dr.  Dodds.2  Do  you  think  that  a  ward  for  doubtful  cases  ought 
to  be  established  on  Eobben  Island  or  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  ? — I 
think  it  would  be  much  better  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital. 

6133.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  you  think  that  lepers  ought  to  be  kept  at  the  Old 
Somerset  Hospital  at  all,  looking  at  the  nature  of  the  institution,  which  is 
really  a  workhouse  ? — The  Old  Somerset  Hospital  would  be  much  better  than 
Eobben  Island  for  the  purpose,  but  some  other  place  on  the  mainland  would 
be  better  still. 

6134.  Do  not  you  think  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  is  a  most  objection- 
able place  to  put  lepers  in  at  all  ? — If  patients  are  only  passing  through  to 
Eobben  Island,  I  think  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  would  do  quite  well 

6135.  Is  it  not  practically  impossible  to  isolate  the  disease  in 
such  an  institution  as  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital ;  and  is  it  possible  to 
provide  accommodation  for  male  whites  and  male  blacks,  female  whites  and 
female  blacks,  for  classification  ? — I  do  not  know  what  the  accommodation 
at  present  is  there,  but  I  see  nothing  in  the  nature  of  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital  to  prevent  lepers  staying  there  for  two  or  three  days. 

6136.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  You  think  that  proper  arrangements  might  be 
made  ? — I  think  so,  provided  that  the  patients  are  there  only  for  a  limited 
time. 

6137.  Dr.  Herman.']  It  is  in  evidence  that  cases  have  been  at  the  Old 
Somerset  hospital  for  a  considerable  time,  and  one  man  died  there  :  are  you 
aware  of  that  ? — That  is  the  fault  of  the  administration  I  should  think. 

6138.  For  the  chronic  sick  I  take  it  that  a  large  staff  of  doctors,  nurses 
and  attendants  is  not  needed,  but  if  you  introduce  a  series  of  cases  of  leprosy 
needing  study  and  investigation,  what  advantage  is  there  ? — It  all  depends 
upon  the  time  that  jo\x  are  going  to  keep  cases  there. 
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6139.  Do  not  you  think  that  probationary  cases  under  observation  need  ^ 

•  ■>  t        1  •  Miiji      /-M  1  o  George  Lyrr. 

very  much  more  attention  and  study  than  is  possible  at  the  Old  Somerset  — 
Hospital  under  present  conditions  ? — All  the  attention  and  study  would  ^'""^^ 
have  to  be  done  by  the  medical  man  in  charge,  or  by  such  medical  men 
as  are  deputed  to  undertake  the  investigation.  It  would  not  rest  on  the 
attendants  at  the  hospital  to  furnish  any  information  in  cases  where  the 
disease  was  at  all  doubtful ;  that  would  have  to  be  done  by  the  medical 
officer  in  charge  or  by  other  medical  men. 

6140.  You  would  want  the  lepers  to  be  carefully  kept  apart  from  all  the 
others,  and  the  leper  hospital  to  be  completely  isolated  and  at  a  distance 
from  the  other,  would  you  not  ? — Yes. 

6141.  Would  it  not  be  difficult  to  add  that  to  an  establishment  already 
difficult  to  manage,  besides  which,  there  are  not  sufficient  beds,  no  water-closets 
(they|have  to  use  buckets  placed  in  the  wards),  and  no  airing  grounds.  We  found 
in  one  case  that  a  woman  was  placed  in  a  room  hardly  bigger  than  a  packing 
case,  with  no  airing  ground  at  all,  and  there  are  no  warders  and  no  atten- 
dants apparently  except  those  who  attend  to  the  chronic  sick,  and  all  the 
cooking  is  done  in  the  general  kitchen  ;  do  you  think  under  these  circumstances 
lepers  should  be  kept  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital? — No.  If  they  were 
kept  there  special  arragements  would  have  to  be  made. 

6142.  Dr,  Dodds.~\  If  accommodation  was  required  for  four  male  and  four 
female  lepers,  would  it  be  possible  to  make  arrangements  for  observing  that 
number  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  do  you  think? — Pthink  it  would,  provided 
itwas  arranged  for  them  to  be  kept  entirely  separate  from  the  other  patients  in 
every  way,  and  separate  attendants  were  provided.  I  do  not  then  see  aay 
objection  to  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  being  used  for  a  limited  time. 

6143.  Dr.  Herman.']  Your  idea  would  be  then  to  have  a  leper  hospital 
attached  to  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  ? — Yes. 

6144.  Chairman.'j  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  re-arranging  in  some  way 
the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  so  as  to  make  it  suitable  for  probationary  male  and 
female  wards  ? — If  it  was  finally  decided  to  use  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  as 
a  probationary  ward,  that  might  be  done,  but  another  institution  would  be 
much  pleasanter. 

6145.  What  sized  building  do  you  think  would  be  sufficient  to  be  used 
as  a  probationary  or  receiving  house  ? — A  building  to  accommodate  about  ten 
patients,  but  you  would  have  to  separate  the  whites  and  blacks. 

6146.  What  number  of  attendants  would  be  required  ? — You  would 
want  a  superintendent  who  could  also  do  any  necessary  nursing  for  a 
short  time  when  patients  were  there ;  also  a  female  attendant,  a  cook  and 
a  boy. 

6147.  Dr.  Dodds.~]  Would  such  a  place  be  used  as  a  receiving  house 
for  lepers  in  transit  ? — Both  as  a  receiving  house  for  lepers  in  transit  and 
as  a  place  for  observation. 

6148.  You  would  not  want  more  accommodation  than  ten  beds  you 
think  ? — I  have  already  recommended  that  a  separate  institution  should  be 
established  for  suspects,  and  if  that  was  done,  the  place  in  Cape  Town 
would  be  purely  a  receiving  house,  nothing  else. 

6149.  If  there  were  leper  hospitals  on  the  mainland,  would  there  be  any 
difficulty  in  working  them  ? — No,  none  whatever. 

6150.  Do  you  object  to  massing  lepers  in  one  large  institution  as  is 
being  done  at  present  on  Eobben  Island  ? — No;  I  think  large  institutions  are 
much  better  than  smaller  ones. 

6151.  Is  it  advisable  do  you  think  for  the  Free  State  lepers  to  be  brought 
down  to  this  part  ? — No.  I  am  distinctly  of  opinion  that  it  is  not;  it  would 
be  much  better  to  segregate  them  in  the  Free  State  near  their  own  friends. 
I  think  they  are  a  good  deal  distressed  when  they  come  down  here. 

6152.  Do  you  mean  on  account  of  their  health  ?— I  think  their  health 
for  a  certain  time  suffers  when  they  come  down  here,  but  they  get  accli- 
matized I  should  say.    The  advantage  of  having  them  segregated  in  the 
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^i^kwe        ^'^^  ^tate  would  be  that  they  would  be  within  reach  of  their  friends. 

I  think  that  efficient  segregation  could  be  carried  on  in  the  Free  State 
quite  as  well  as  down  here. 

6163.  Dr.  Herman.']  Why  were  these  Free  State  lepers  expatriated  ? 
— There  was  no  means  of  dealing  with  them  in  the  Free  State  and 
the  matter  was  recognized  to  be  urgent.  There  is  no  leper  hospital 
whatever  in  the  Free  State.  They  have  got  some  lepers  there  now, 
segregated  in  tents,  waiting  until  there  is  accommodation  for  them 
down  here. 

6154.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Could  you  say  what  is  the  feeling  on  the  matter  at 
Bloemfontein  ? — I  think  the  Bloemfontein  people  would  much  rather  the 
lepers  were  sent  to  Eobben  Island  so  as  to  relieve  the  country  of  them. 

6155.  Do  you  know  of  any  white  lepers  from  the  Free  State  ? — Yes  :  I 
have  examined  some  of  them  personally. 

6156.  Have  they  been  sent  down  here  to  your  knowledge  ? — I  cannot  say. 
Dr.  Savage  says  that  there  are  200  lepers  in  Basutoland  more  or  less.  He 
was  the  principal  medical  officer  in  Basutoland  and  had  to  make  a  special 
official  investigation  of  the  matter  for  the  Basutoland  Government.  His  re- 
port is  published  in  the  Medical  Journal.  I  believe  there  is  a  special  article 
by  Dr.  Savage  himself.    You  could  no  doubt  get  his  official  report. 

6157.  Dr,  Herman.']  What  do  you  think  is  the  incubation  period  in 
lc[)rosy  ? — My  opinion  when  I  was  on  Robben  Island  was  that  it  varied 
from  six  months  to  about  two  years. 

6158.  Is  it  sometimes  as  long  as  two  years  do  you  think  ? — Yes. 
6359.  Some  authorities  state  it  to  be  rather  longer,  do  they  not? — 

I  do  not  know. 

6160.  Are  you  aware  that  one  authority  says  that  it  may  be  40  years; 
you  think  that  an  incubation  period  of  two  years  is  not  beyond  the  bounds 
of  scientific  possibility  ? — I  think  it  is  unlikely  ;  of  course  the  first  symptons 
may  not  have  been  noticed,  the  first  symptons  may  be  only  a  rash  which 
may  disappear,  and  a  year  may  elapse  before  it  appears  again  or  any  other 
more  prominent  symptoms. 

6161.  Is  not  leprosy  peculiar,  the  early  symptons  being  largely 
objective  and  not  easily  recognized  ? — Yes  :  the  early  symptoms  are  very 
often  never  recognized. 
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6162.  Chairman.]  Can  you  suggest  any  alteration  in  the  present  system 
of  segregating  the  male  and  female  lepers  on  Robben  Island :  the  present 

March  6th,  1894.  female  Icpcr  compouud  is  small,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  it  is  very  small,  in  fact 
I  think  it  will  have  to  be  enlarged  in  order  to  provide  accommodation 
for  a  couple  of  additional  wards. 

6163.  Would  you  recommend  that  the  compound  be  increased  in 
size  ?  —Not  to  a  very  great  extent.  I  think  the  difficulty  of  protecting  a 
large  compound  would  be  very  great. 

6164.  Do  you  refer  to  the  sentries  on  watch  at  night  ?— Yes.  I  am 
afraid  if  there  was  a  large  compound  we  should  have  to  engage  a  large 
number  of  sentries  to  watch  it. 


6165.  What  is  the  number  of  gentries  now? — There  are  three  now  on      ^  p^l',^^^ 
duty  at  night.  — 

6166.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  you  found  much  difficulty  in  protecting  the  March  6th,  1804. 
present  compound  ? — No,  not  very  great  difficulty.     There  has  been  one 

instance  where  men  got  over  the  fence, 

6167.  Chairman!^  Whsit  men  were  they? — Three  leper  men  got  into 
the  compound  at  night. 

6168.  How  long  ago  is  that? — It  is  more  than  a  year  ago.  Since 
that  time  they  have  not  attempted  anything  of  the  kind  at  all. 

6169.  How  were  those  men  subsequently  dealt  with? — They  were 
punished  by  the  magistrate. 

6170.  Dr.  Dodds."]  Have  there  been  any  unsuccessful  attempts  to  get 
into  the  compound  ? — Not  that  I  know  of.  I  think  the  very  fact  of  the 
constables  being  there  keeps  them  away,  and  it  is  rather  difficult  to  get 
over  a  barbed  wire  fence.    It  is  not  at  all  an  easy  matter. 

6171.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Did   the  men  who  were  punished  get  over  the 
fence  ? — Yes. 

6172.  Is  there  any  possibility  of  getting  underneath  it  ? — They  could 
do  so  by  digging  away  the  sand,  but  I  always  have  the  sand  kept  up  to 
to  the  level  of  the  fence  as  far  as  possible.  The  strong  wind  blows  the 
sand  away  and  it  has  to  be  looked  to  from  time  to  time. 

G173.  Did  these  men  have  connection  with  the  women? — They  say 
so,  but  with  no  results. 

6174.  Dr.  Lodds.']  Are  the  women  ever  found  out  in  the  compound  at 
night  ? — Occasionally  they  leave  the  wards,  but  very  seldom  ;  they  are  sup- 
posed to  be  in  bed  by  nine  o'clock  when  the  lights  are  put  out. 

6175.  Is  there  anyone  to  report  such  a  thing  as  that  ? — There  are  three 
constables  outside  and  they  would  report  it ;  there  is  a  book  in  which  they 
enter  any  occurrence. 

6176.  Chairman.']  Under  whose  supervision  are  the  three  guards  ? — Un- 
der the  supervision  of  the  magistrate. 

6177.  Are  they  inspected  at  night  while  on  their  rounds  ? — No,  I  think 

not. 

6178.  Are  there  always  the  same  three  men,  or  are  they  changed  ? 
— They  are  changed. 

6179.  How  often  ? — Every  day  ;  the  same  constables  never  go  on  duty 
twice  in  succession.  "We  have  just  applied  for  additional  inspectors  for  the 
night  work. 

6180.  Have  you  felt  the  need  of  that? — I  think  not;  as  an  additional 
safeguard  I  think  it  is  not  necessary.  If  the  men  themselves  require 
watching,  is  is  better  to  get  rid  of  them  and  have  trustworthy  men. 
To  get  additional  inspectors  for  only  three  men  seems  rather  absurd. 

6181.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Are  there  any  reports  brought  to  your  notice  ? 
— Mr.  Jones  has  direct  charge  over  the  guards  and  anything  unusual  he 
brings  to  my  notice.  There  has  only  been  one  instance  in  which  any- 
thing has  been  brought  to  my  notice. 

6182.  Chairman.  \  As  to  the  female  lepers  what  is  the  staff  there  ? 
— A  female  leper  matron  and  assistant,  and  a  messenger  boy,  son  of  the  ma- 
tron and  three  guards. 

6183.  Who  does  night  duty  ? — Nobody  ;  there  is  no  night  attendant. 
The  matron  does  not  want  any  more  assistance  ;  we  have  got  authority 
to  provide  additional  assistance  if  it  is  required. 

6184.  Does  the  matron  consider  that  she  has  enough  ? — Yes. 

6185.  What  is  done  in  the  case  of  illness  at  night  ? — There  are 
leper  nurses  ;  all  the  work  is  done  by  the  patients. 

6186.  Is  the  matron  called  at  night  if  she  is  wanted  ? — Yes. 

6187.  What  is  the  staff  on  the  male  side  ? — Besides  the  medical 
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s  p^7wM'i       superintendent,  there  are  ten  attendants,  a  night  attendant,  two  cooks, 
—    '       and  two  nurses. 
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themselves?' — No,  the  work  is  all  done  by  the  patients  themselves. 

6189.  How  many  patients  are  there  on  the  female  side  ? — 210  I  think. 

6190.  And  on  the  male  side  ?— 340. 

6191.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Are  there  any  guards  on  the  male  side  ? — There  are 
two  guards  in  the  day  time  to  watch  the  boundary  line  between  the  village  and 
the  asylum,  and  two  at  night.  Then  in  connection  with  both  wards  there  is  a 
laundry,  with  a  stoker  and  engine  driver. 

6192.  Who  does  the  mending  of  clothes  in  the  leper  settlement  ? — The 
patients  do  it  themselves.  There  are  tailors  and  shoemakers.  A  special 
shoemaker  has  just  lately  been  appointed  for  the  leper  wards. 

6193.  Where  is  his  shop  ? — At  No.  3  pavilion. 

6194.  Is  there  any  connection  with  the  village  ? — Absolutely  none  at  all. 
The  only  time  that  a  leper  enters  the  village  is  on  a  special  order  from  myself. 
Sometimes  1  give  an  order  for  lepers  to  meet  their  friends  at  the  boathouse. 

6195.  Chairman.']  Is  that  by  a  special  permit  ? — Yes,  the  constables  are 
not  allowed  to  let  any  leper  pass  the  boundary  without  a  permit  from  me. 

6196.  Are  there  certain  days  for  visitors  to  go  over  to  the  island  ? — Yes. 
tip  to  within  about  six  months  there  were  no  days  fixed  ;  every  boat  day  was 
a  visiting  day.  I  found,  however,  that  there  were  too  many  visitors  landed, 
so  I  limited  the  number  of  visiting  days  to  one,  namely  Monday. 

6197.  Do  you  allow  special  visiting  days  in  case  of  emergency  ? — The 
visiting  day  on  Monday  is  for  all  those  who  live  in  Cape  Town ;  those  who  live 
in  the  country  away  from  Cape  Town  beyond  Wynberg  and  Durban  Koad  are 
allowed  to  come  on  any  other  day. 

6198.  What  other  day  can  they  come? — Wednesday  or  Friday. 

6199.  Do  all  the  visitors  obtain  permits  in  Cape  Town  ? — No ;  they 
obtain  permits  from  me. 

6200.  Can  any  member  of  the  public  constitute  himself  a  visitor  on 
visiting  days  ? — -We  allow  the  lepers  to  have  30  visitors  on  each  visiting 
day. 

6201.  Supposing  that  300  came  ? — They  cannot  come ;  only  a  certain 
number  of  permits  is  issued, 

6202.  Can  people  get  these  permits  in  Cape  Town  ? — No  ;  they  do  not 
get  them  in  Cape  Town  at  all.  The  patients  ask  me  for  permits,  and  we 
keep  a  register  of  all  the  permits  issued,  consequently  we  give  each  patient 
a  turn.  These  permits  are  posted  to  their  friends,  and  they  come  over  on  the 
day  appointed.  If  they  do  not  come  on  the  proper  day,  the  ticket  is  of 
no  avail. 

6203.  In  that  way  you  get  to  know  the  people  who  are  connected  with 
the  lepers,  do  you  not  ? — Yes,  pretty  well. 

6204.  I  understand  that  visitors  cannot  go  over  indiscriminately  from 
the  mainland,  saying  that  they  desire  to  see  so  and  so  ? — No.  Unfortunately 
I  think  there  are  some  doubtful  characters  among  those  who  come  over.  Of 
course,  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  find  out,  but  I  hear  that  such  is  the 
case. 

6205.  Do  you  adopt  the  precautions  you  have  mentioned  with  a  view 
to  lessening  the  risk  of  anything  of  that  kind  occurring? — Yes. 

6206.  When  visitors  come  over,  do  they  land  on  the  beach  ? — Yes ;  the 
first  thing  they  do  is  to  go  up  to  the  oifice  for  a  permit  to  visit  the  leper 
wards.  I  used  to  give  all  these  permits  mj^self,  but  I  found  there  were  so 
many  that  Mr.  Jones  now  signs  and  issues  all  permits  for  the  leper  wards,  and 
I  issue  the  others,  I  am  not  now  referring  to  passenger  j)ermits,  but  to 
passes  allowing  visitors  to  enter  the  leper  compound.  I  may  say  that  I 
allow  deserving  men  to  have  a  pass  occasionally  to  go  down  to  the  boathouse 
to  meet  their  friends.  I  issue  generally  three  or  four-  a  day.  With  these 
permits  the  visitors  are  allowed  to  visit  the  wards. 
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6207.  Can  they  go  through  the  wards,  dormitories,  and  so  on  ? — They  are  ^ 
supposed  to  visit  only  in  the  day  rooms,  but  in  exceptional  cases  the  nurse  — 
or  attendant  in  charge  can  allow  visitors  to  see  patients  who  are  bedridden  in  ^^'^^ 
the  wards. 

6208.  Are  any  instructions  given  to  the  nurse  or  ward  attendant  to 
report  to  you ;  how  do  you  guard  against  visitors  wandering  about  through 
the  whole  of  the  buildings ;  I  am  speaking  of  the  male  leper  wards  only  ? — 
It  is  a  most  difficult  thing  to  regulate.  As  soon  as  they  get  into  the  leper 
settlement,  they  can  do  pretty  well  what  they  like.  There  are  always 
attendants  and  nurses  in  the  wards. 

6209.  Do  the  visitors  bring  presents  to  the  patients  '? — Yes ;  all  kinds  of 
small  things,  sweets,  cakes,  and  fruit.  I  am  afraid  that  some  of  them 
smuggle.  I  do  not  think  they  bring  liquor  so  much,  but  they  bring  dagga. 
Somebody  smuggles  dagga.  I  do  not  know  where  the  patients  get  it  from  ; 
it  is  difficult  to  find  out.    They  have  smuggled  liquor  too. 

6210.  Have  you  found  that  out  from  the  effects  on  the  patients  after 
visiting  days  ? — Yes  ;  there  have  been  two  or  three  cases  of  intoxication  on 
the  island  among  the  lepers,  and  Uquor  must  have  been  smuggled. 

6211.  Do  the  lepers  themselves  consume  all  the  articles  they  get  from 
visitors  ? — I  think  so. 

6212.  Do  they  never  make  presents  to  their  visiting  friends  again  as  a 
sort  of  little  compliment ;  say,  for  instance,  that  a  leper  received  some 
oranges  or  other  fruit,  would  he  be  likely  to  give  some  back  to  his  friends 
when  they  left  ? — No  ;  but  I  know  of  instances  where  they  have  given  away 
Government  clothing. 

6213.  Is  it  possible  they  might  give  away  other  things  as  well? — Yes. 
I  may  say  that  there  is  a  considerable  traffic  between  the  mainland  and  the 
island  in  b  xes  of  fruit  and  so  on  which  the  lepers  receive.  There  is  a  very 
large  amount  of  fruit  sent  over.  One  white  man  receives  about  five  or  six 
large  boxes  of  fruit  every  boat  day ;  he  is  not  a  paying  patient,  but  he  is 
a  favourite ;  he  never  eats  it ;  he  makes  £4  or  £5  every  boat  day,  I  believe ; 
a  very  good  trade.  Things  of  this  sort  fill  up  the  boat  to  the  prejudice 
of  other  cargo,  as  each  leper  wants  something.  I  do  not  mind  their 
getting  articles  over,  but  unfortunately  some  of  them  try  to  smuggle 
things  away  from  the  island.  Only  a  few  days  ago  my  attention  was 
drawn  to  some  heavy  boxes  going  away  from  the  leper  wards.  I  went  down 
to  the  boathouse,  and  on  opening  one  of  these  boxes  I  found  a  quantity 
of  salted  meat. 

6214.  How  did  they  come  to  get  salt  meat;  would  you  infer  that  they 
got  fresh  meat  and  salted  it  ? — Yes. 

6216.  Salt  meat  is  never  issued,  is  it  ? — No.  I  have  been  making  en- 
quiries, and  I  found  out  that  the  man  thus  trying  to  send  meat  away  was  one 
of  the  ringleaders  in  all  the  rebellions,  he  is  a  very  bad  character.  It  appears 
that  on  certain  days  of  the  week  patients  are  provided  with  soup.  The  cook 
came  to  the  superintendent  and  said  there  was  too  much  meat  for  the  soup  (I  may 
say  that  all  the  necks  are  sent  for  soup)  and  he  asked  what  was  to  be  done  with 
the  surplus  necks.  The  superintendent  said  they  were  to  be  given  to  the 
patients,  and  I  think  this  man  had  been  buying  up  these  necks  and  got  the 
meat  in  that  way.  I  am  not  positive  about  it,  but  Mr.  Jones  is  investigating 
the  matter  now.  It  shows  that  we  have  to  be  very  careful  in  examining  boxes 
that  are  sent  away.  In  another  box  I  found  all  manner  of  things  such  as  lemonade 
bottles,  matches,  biscuits,  &c.,  these  were  sent  by  a  female.  I  wrote  to  her  and 
she  explained  the  matter  satisfactorily  to  me  afterwards.  She  is  a  paying  patient, 
and  it  appears  that  she  is  entitled  to  draw  30s.  a  month  in  addition  to  the  ration  of 
meat  and  bread.  She  finds  that  she  can  out  of  this  30s.  save  a  little,  so  she 
buys  things  and  sends  them  to  her  friends.  She  finds  for  instance,  that  her 
friends  on  the  mainland  do  not  get  sardines,  so  she  sends  them  some.  She 
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s.  F  Impel,      promised  never  to  do  such  a  thing  again,  and  said  she  did  not  know  that  she 
was  infringing  the  rules. 

6216.  Where  did  she  buy  these  things? — She  got  them  from  the  store. 

6217.  That  patient  pponds  SOs.  a  montli  on  whatever  she  likes? — Yes  ; 
the  matron  writes  out  a  requisition  for  her.  I  mention  this  to  show  that  there 
is  great  difficulty  in  preventing  the  patients  sending  things  away  from 
the  island. 

6218.  Is  it  a  customary  thing  to  find  packages  returned  from  the 
island  as  empty,  which  are  really  not  empty  ? — Yes  ;  they  try  to  smuggle 
things  away. 

6219.  How  much  meat  did  you  find  in  the  box? — About  15  to  20 lbs. 
I  did  not  weigh  it.    I  had  it  destroyed. 

6220.  i>/".  Dodds.']  Is  there  any  shop  where  the  lepers  can  buy  things  ?] 
—Yes. 

6221.  Is  it  kept  by  a  leper  ? — No;  it  is  kept  by  the  chief  boatman.) 
He  had  a  shop  in  the  village,  and  to  assist  the  lepers  I  advised  the  Govern- 
ment to  allow  him  to  put  up  a  little  shop  in  the  male  leper  settlement. 

6222.  Is  there  any  shop  for  the  female  lepers  ? — JS'o  ;  whenever  thej 
males  visit  the  females  they  get  commissions  from  the  latter  to  buy  things. 

6223.  Does  he  sell  to  the  lepers? — Yes. 

6224.  Have  you  never  found  any  difficulty  about  that  ? — No  ;  the  lepers] 
do  not  enter  the  shop ;  the  chief  boatman's  wife  serves  in  the  shop.  For- 
merly, before  this  shop  was  established,  she  went  up  in  the  trolly  with  a  | 
supply  of  things  to  the  settlement  in  the  morning,  and  sold  from  the  trolly. 
'Now,  there  is  the  little  shop  which  is  open  on  certain  days  and  at  certain  ' 
hours.  I  want  the  Government  to  let  one  of  the  lepers  look  after  it.  There] 
are  some  trustworthy  men,  and  it  would  be  much  more  satisfactory. 

6225.  Chairmcm.~\  At  what  hour  is  the  visiting  at  the  male  leper j 
wards  concluded  ? — -The  visitors  must  be  back  in  time  for  the  boat  at  four ; 
o'clock. 

6226.  Do  the  lepers  go  to  the  boathouse  with  their  friends  ? — If  they 
have  passes. 

6227.  These  passes,  I  understand,  are  a  sort  of  privilege  for  good  be 
haviour  ? — Yes. 

6228.  What  number  come  down  to'  the  boathouse  ? — About  six,  very 
seldom  more. 

6229.  And  they  are  allowed  to  see  their  friends  off  ? — Yes. 

6230.  After  that,  do  they  return  to  their  wards  at  once  ? — Yes. 

6231.  They  see  their  friends  in  the  day  room  ? — Yes  between  half 
past  eleven  and  half  past  three. 

6232.  During  that  time  have  they  free  intercourse  with  each  other 
—Yes. 

6233.  Can  the  patients  walk  about  the  island  with  their  male  friends  V ' 
—They  should  not  do  so,  but  I  believe  they  do,  because  it  is  very  difficult 
to  find  the  lepers   sometimes  when   I  go  there  in  the  morning ;  they  are 
strolling  about  the  island  somewhere,  and  you  cannot  tell  who  are  lepers 
and  who  are  not. 

6234.  Suppose  some  visitors  came  and  found  the  patient  they  wanted 
to  see  was  out,  they  would  natural^  go  about  the  island  to  look  for  him, 
would  they  not  ? — I  think  on  visiting  days  the  patients  generally  remain  as 
near  as  possible  to  the  wards  in  case  friends  should  come.  There  is  nothing 
to  prevent  the  male  lepers  and  their  friends  strolling  about  the  island. 
The  visiting  of  friends  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  regulate,  and  I  do  not 
know  how  to  act.  We  have  353  male  leper  patients,  and  suppose  15 
females  come  over,  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep  them  from  going  about  the 
island. 

6235.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Suppose  only  a  certain  number  of  friends  visited 
the  island  each  boat  day,  and  they  saw  the  patients  in  a  separate  room. 
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one  or  more  attendants  being  present,  would  not  that  answer  ? — There  is     ^  p^Lufieij 
this  difficulty,  a  large  number  of  the  patients  are  bedridden.  — 

0230.  Are  there  any  instructions  to  visitors  as  to  what  they  are  to  March  6th,  i894. 
and  whnt  they  are  not  to  do  ? — Yes. 

6237.  Practically,  is  there  anyone  to  report  to  you  if  these  instructions 
are  not  obeyed  ? — Any  misdemeanour  is  reported  to  me. 

6238.  Do  the  patients  kiss  each  other  and  shake  hands  with  one 
another,  whether  they  have  sores  or  not  ? — Yes,  we  cannot  stop  that ;  they 
do  not  believe  the  disease  is  infectious  at  all. 

6239.  If  the  visits  were  made  in  one  room,  could  not  a  check  be  put  -on 
these  things  taking  place  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  do  not  see  how  you  can 
prevent  them  shaking  hands,  and  so  on.  It  is  easy  enough  to  make  a  regu- 
lation, but  another  thing  to  carry  it  out.  It  is  a  serious  matter,  and  I  do  not 
know  what  to  do  about  it ;  it  has  worried  me  a  good  deal. 

6240.  Is  there  anything  in  the  shape  of  disinfectants  at  hand  so  as  to 
bring  home  to  visitors  the  fact  that  contact  with  lepers  is  looked  on  as  a  very 
serious  thing  ? — ISTo.  I  have  not  adopted  that  plan  at  all  ;  it  might  be  an 
advisable  thing  to  do. 

6211.  Is  there  any  place  for  visiting  friends  to  wash  their  hands  in  ?~No. 

6242.  Do  the  visitors  take  their  meals  on  visiting  days  with  the  lepers 
at  all  ? — Not  in  the  wards  ;  sometimes  the  patients  and  their  friends  picnic 
together  outside  the  wards. 

0243.  Ghamnan.']  Are  the  female  visitors  allowed  to  go  about  the 
island  ?— Yes  ;  but  it  is  generally  known  what  passes  have  been  given  out, 
and  what  friends  are  expected. 

62  i-^.  In  spite  of  precautions  it  would  seem  that  bad  characters  do  find 
their  way  over  to  the  island  ? — Yes,  there  has  been  considerable  difficulty  with 
regard  to  the  visiting  regulations. 

6245.  Dr.  Dodds.'j  C/Ould  not  there  be  special  rooms  for  receiving 
visitors  in  ? — A  visiting  room  at  the  boathouse  would  be  a  good  thing,  and  they 
should  not  be  allowed  to  leave  the  neighbourhood  of  the  boathouse  at  all. 

6246.  Would  it  do  to  have  a  visiting  room  near  the  boundary  line  ? — 
Yes,  except  for  the  bedridden  cases. 

6247.  That  at  all  events  would  lessen  the  danger,  would  it  not  ? — Yes. 

6248.  Dr.  Fismer.~\  Do  the  visitors  ever  take  their  meals  with  the 
lepers  ? — The  rule  is  that  friends  are  not  allowed  to  visit  during  meal  time. 

0249.  Has  it  come  to  your  knowledge  that  visitors  have  stayed  on  the 
island  over  night  ? — Yes.  In  exceptional  cases  I  allow  them  to  stay  over- 
night. 

6250.  Where  do  they  stay  ? — If  a  person  comes  say  from  Kimberley 
or  a  long  distance,  he  might  be  allowed  to  stay  over  from  one  boat  day  to 
another.  A  man  cime  from  Caledon  two  days  ago,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Watkins  gave  him  a  room  in  his  house  to  sleep  in. 

6251.  Must  they  have  a  special  permit? — Yes,  it  is  really  against  the 
rules  to  allow  anyone  to  stay  over,  but  it  is  very  hard  if  a  man  comes  from  a 
long  distance,  say  Johannesburg,  to  be  able  to  see  his  Avife  for  instance  perhaps 
for  only  for  a  few  houi-s.  I  have  told  them  in  such  cases  that  I  could  not 
give  them  permission  to  remain  over,  but  if  anyone  asked  them  to  stay  over 
they  could  do  so.  The  Eev.  Mr.  Watkins  has  frequently  given  a  room  in 
this  way,  and  sometimes  female  visitors  have  slept  at  the  nurses'  quarters,  so 
that  friends  could  remain  over  from  one  boat  day  to  another.    They  never 

ij  stay  in  the  leper  wards.  I  do  not  allow  visitors  to  stay  over  on  the  island 
unless  the  person  providing  the  accommodation  can  be  trusted  to  look  after 
the  visitor  at  night.    Nearly  all  the  visitors  hitherto  have  been  put  up  by  the 

\  chaplain. 

6252.  Dr.  Dodds."]  Can  you  furnish  the  Commission  with  a  copy  of  the 
visiting  rules? — Yes ;  when  I  went  to  the  island,  T  wrote  out  a  long  list  of 
jfules,  and  I  wished  to  enforce  them,  but  the  Colonial  Office  seemed  ^athey 
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5  p^Lnflfij      adverse  to  them,    I  am  myself  much  in  favour  of  such  rules ;  we  are  going 
—  now  upon  old  rules,  which  are  not  applicable  now.    The  new  rules  are  not 

March  6th,  1394.    ^pprOVCd  of. 

6253.  Dr.  Herman.]  In  the  case  of  a  leper's  wife  coming  over  to  the 
island,  would  she  be  allowed  to  remain  with  her  husband  for  any  length  of 
time  ?^ — Not  except  under  observation,  but  there  are  no  special  attendants  to 
watch  them. 

6264.  Could  thej^  go  about  the  island? — They  may  do  so;  there  is 
nothing  to  prove  that  they  do  not  do  so,  but  I  do  not  think  they  go  about 
much. 

6255.  Do  any  bad  characters  come  over  ? — There  used  to  be  very  bad 
characters  coming  over,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  went  to  the| 
back  of  the  island  towards  the  beach.    I  tried  to  stop  it  by  refusing  passes 
but  I  believe  that  healthy  females  used  to  have  connection  with  the  diseased 
males.    Of  course,  it  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  detect  women  of  immoral! 
character  sometimes. 

6256.  Do  you  think  that  such  a  practice  has  led  to  any  increase  in  the 
cases  of  leprosy  in  Cape  Town  ? — I  think  not ;  we  have  not  had  any  cases 
back  again,  at  any  rate. 

6257.  Do  any  of  the  female  lepers  go  down  to  meet  the  boat  when  it 
arrives  ? — No ;  they  are  never  allowed  out  of  the  compound  at  any  time 
except  under  the  supervision  of  the  matron  or  her  assistant. 

6258.  Do  male  and  female  friends  visit  the  female  patients  ? — Yes,  twelve 
visitors  are  allowed  once  a  week ;  thirty  are  allowed  between  the  male  and 
remale  patients. 

6259.  When  they  arrive  where  do  they  interview  the  female  patients  ? — 
In  the  day  room  oi'  under  the  verandah. 

6260.  Can  they  see  the  bedridden  patients  in  the  wards  ? — Yes. 
6261   Can  the  female  patients  go  outside  the  compound  at  all  ?— No ; 

except  they  walk  out  with  the  matron  ;  they  are  not  allowed  outside  on  visiting 
days  under  any  conditions. 

6262.  Do  the  friends  bring  them  provisions  and  little  things  as  presents? 
—  Yes.  There  is  one  Malay  woman,  and  her  husband  supplies  her  with  food ; 
they  object  altogether  to  the  food  given  to  Christians,  so  she  is  almost  wholly 
supplied  by  her  husband  ;  she  will  not  eat  anything  that  we  supply  her  with. 

6263.  Do  the  same  conditions  apply  generally  to  the  females  as  to  the 
males  with  regai'd  to  giving  little  presents  to  friends  ? — Yes.  In  the  female 
wards  I  find  that  they  send  presents  away. 

6264.  Do  they  ever  give  clothes  away  ? — Yes,  there  have  been  cases. 

6265.  Do  .you  mean  clothes  that  have  been  worn  ? — These  were  new 
clothes.  Worn  clothes  may  be  sent  away  ;  they  do  disappear  occasionally. 
There  was  a  case  of  a  man  who  sent  a  pair  of  trousers  away  only  a  few  days 
ago.  I  am  certain  that  smuggling  is  going  on,  but  it  is  difficult  to  check 
it.  In  Dr.  Eoss'  time,  visitors  I  believe  used  to  tie  bladders  full  of 
brandy  round  their  bodies  and  thus  smuggle  it  to  the  lepers. 

6266.  Chairman. ~\  Have  you  ever  found  cases  of  drunkenness  occurr- 
ing among  the  patients  after  visiting  days  ? — Yes. 

6267.  In  the  male  or  female  wards  ? — Only  in  the  male  wards. 
Some  of  the  men  a  few  weeks  ago  were  intoxicated. 

6268.  How  do  you  deal  with  such  cases  ? — We  cannot  deal  with 
them  at  all ;  we  have  no  power. 

6269.  How  do  you  mark  your  sense  of  displeasure  ? — In  the  case  of 
one  man  I  would  not  allow  him  for  three  months  to  send  away  or  re- 
ceive anything,  and  I  told  him  that  in  future  he  was  not  to  have  any 
parcels  sent  to  him  from  the  mainland,  as  I  thought  he  was  smuggling. 
The  consequence  was  that  he  wrote  a  letter  of  instructions  to  the  person 
who  supplied  him  with  articles  and  they  were  sent  in  the  name  of 
another  patienfl^j'  so  that  he  got  the  things  all  the  san^e.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  know  what  to  do. 
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6270.  How  did  you  fiud  tliif?  out  ?-— The  man  owed  the  woman  who 
supplied  him  with  the  tilings  some  money,  and  she  wrote  to  me  about  it, 
which  brought  out  the  whole  matter. 

6271.  Do  the  women  as  a  rule  receive  visitors  under  constant  super- 
vision, within  the  compound,  and  in  the  day  rooms  only  ? — Yes. 

6272.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Is  the  supervision  constant  ? — As  far  as  possible 

it  is. 

6273.  Dr.  Herman.']  How  do  you  arrange  the  supervision  ? — There  is 
only  one  day  room  in  which  they  receive  visitors,  exeept  it  is  a  bedridden 
case,  and  they  must  see  their  friends  there. 

6274.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Have  you  got  over  the  difficulty  you  complain  of  on 
the  female  side  ? — Yes,  to  a  certain  extent. 

6275.  Dr.  Herman.]  How  many  attendants  are  there  in  charge  ? — The 
matron  and  an  assistant. 

6276.  Can  these  two  women  be  everywhere  at  once  ? — No,  but  all 
visitors  are  received  in  the  day  room  unless  the  patient  is  bedridden. 

6277.  Then  practically  two  persons  supervise  seven  wards  ? — Yes. 

6278.  So  that  if  there  are  visitors  in  all  the  wards,  they  cannot  supervise 
them,  can  they  ? — No,  it  is  impossible. 

6279.  Therefore  the  supervision  is  rather  irregular,  is  it  not  ? — Yes ; 
some  new  system  I  think  ought  to  be  adopted. 

6280.  How  many  of  the  leper  women  go  out  for  a  walk  with  the 
matron  ? — A  few  at  a  time,  twenty  perhaps. 

6281.  During  that  time  is  there  anyone  in  charge  of  the  compound  ? — 
Yes,  there  is  the  matron's  assistant,  one  is  always  in  charge. 

6282.  Is  the  matron  capable  of  managing  say  twenty  leper  women 
when  they  go  out  for  a  walk  ? — They  keep  together  like  a  school. 

6283.  Do  they  ever  attempt  to  exceed  their  limits '? — No  ;  the  privilege 
would  be  stopped  if  they  did  so  ;  they  do  not  as  a  matter  of  fact. 

6284.  Are  they  sometimes  very  unruly  ? — Yes,  I  have  seen  them 
unruly. 

6285.  Has  the  matron  control  over  them? — When  the  Commission 
came  over  recently  they  were  very  troublesome  ;  I  never  saw  them  abuse  the 
matron  before.  She  does  not  take  them  very  far  for  a  walk,  just  down  to 
the  beach  perhaps,  not  towards  the  village  at  all. 

6286.  Do  you  think  the  women  have  sufficient  exercise  and  sufficient 
scope  for  recreation  ? — They  do  not  care  much  about  exercise  ;  they  have  as 
much  as  they  want  and  they  seem  on  the  whole  pretty  robust  and  able- 
bodied.  In  the  male  leper  wards  the  work  is  all  done  by  paid  men,  but  in 
the  female  wards  the  work  is  all  done  by  the  lepers  themselves. 

6287.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  that  would 
improve  the  visiting  conditions  on  the  island  ? — I  have  suggested  to  the 
Colonial  Office  that  passes  should  not  be  given  out  on  the  island  at  all  but 
given  out  at  the  Colonial  Office  or  some  office  on  the  mainland.  I  believe 
that  the  persons  for  whom  passes  are  sent  do  not  always  receive  them,  but 
other  persons  come  with  these  passes.  A  patient,  for  instance,  comes  to  me 
and  says  he  wants  a  pass  for  so  and  so,  but  all  the  while  someone  else  uses 
it,  and  that  cannot  be  checked.  We  are  limited  to  50  passes  for  each  boat 
and  occasionally  more  than  50  come,  so  that  they  must  come  with  old  passes 
and  alter  the  dates.  If  a  person  does  not  come  on  the  day  that  the  pass  is 
made  out  for,  ho  cannot  use  it.  I  think  if  the  matter  was  regulated  at  the 
Colonial  Office  and  I  sent  in  a  list  of  names  for  whom  passes  were  required, 
it  would  be  much  more  satisfactory. 

6288.  Do  you  think  it  would  also  relieve  the  medical  superinten- 
dent from  any  suspicion  of  favouritism  to  the  patients  '? — I  think  it  is  rather 
a  good  thing  to  have  a  little  favouritism  in  that  way  *,  we  only  favour  those 
who  behave  themselves  :  we  do  no  I  give  passes  to  those  Avhoare  troublesome. 

6289.  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  ? — It  might  pei'haps  be  a  good 
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g  f^i„,p^y_     tidng  to  lmv(^  a  visiting  room  near  the  settlement,  but  quite  independent  of 
'—  the  wards,  a  kind  of  hall. 

March  6th,  1891.  g290.  Would  you  restrict  such  a  building  to  the  use  of  visitors  to  the 

male  lepers  ? — Yes. 

6291.  Do  you  think  that  would  prevent  them  roaming  over  the  island  ? 
— I  do  not  think  it  would  prevent  it,  but  there  might  be  a  guard  to  watch 
the  visitors. 

6292.  Dr.  Herman.j  Is  it  not  advisable  to  stop  so  much  intercourse 
with  lepers  as  takes  place  apparently  on  visi  ting  days  ? — I  think  it  is  very 
advisable,  but  it  is  most  difficult  to  do,  they  will  shake  hands  and  kiss  each 
other. 

6293.  Chairman.']  You  think  that  if  there  was  some  central  hall  or 
room  where  visitors  could  be  received  it  would  be  a  good  thing  ? — Yes. 

6294.  Dr.  Dodds.l  Were  it  understood  that  if  visitors  kissed  the 
patients  and  so  on  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  come  again,  and  if  there 
were  appliances  for  washing  and  disinfecting,  do  you  not  think  it  would 
lead  people  to  appreciate  the  risk  they  were  running,  and  lead  them  to 
observe  certain  conditions  ? — You  might  perhaps  educate  them  up  to  that, 
but  it  would  be  very  difficult ;  they  will  not  believe  there  is  auy  danger  at  all. 

6295.  Is  the  time  of  the  visits  limited  in  any  way  ? — Friends  are 
supposed  to  visit  the  patients  from  half  past  eleven  till  half  past  three,  but 
they  are  not  allowed  to  remain  in  the  wards  during  meal  hours. 

6296.  Dr.  Herman.]  With  the  exceedingly  small  staff  of  attendants 
that  you  have,  is  it  not  practically  impossible  to  say  that  visitors  are  not 
present  during  meal  hours  ? — They  are  not  allowed  to  be  ;  of  course  they 
are  round  about  the  wards. 

6297.  You  do  not  think  any  of  the  visitors  take  their  places  with  the 
lepers  at  the  table  while  they  are  eating  ? — I  think  not ;  they  could  not  do  it 
but  I  do  not  think  they  would  attempt  it  even  if  they  could.  The  only 
danger  is  where  the  males  take  food  with  the  visitors  in  front  or  at  the  back 
of  the  wards,  which  they  are  very  fond  of  doing. 

6298.  Do  you  find  that  the  lepers  give  their  friends  fruit  and  food '? — 
The  friends  give  the  lepers  things ;  the  latter  have  not  much  to  give  except 
what  is  brought  them  by  visitors,  and  they  share  these  together. 

6299.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  with  regard  to  the  female  lepers  that 
they  might  have  a  room  specially  set  apart  for  receiving  visitors  in  ? — Yes, 
1  think  it  would  be  very  satisfactory  ;  it  might  be  in  the  enclosure. 

6300.  Dr.  Herman.]  In  the  female  ward  there  is  one  lady  with  two 
childreu,  a  paying  patient :  I  suppose  a  good  many  friends  come  over  to  see 
her  at  times ;  is  any  attempt  made  to  warn  them  of  the  risk  of  contagion  ? — 
Yes  ;  we  warn  them. 

6301.  Is  it  not  to  be  supposed  that  she  would  give  them  little  things 
while  they  are  there  and  prepare  food  for  them  ? — No  ;  I  think  the  visitors 
might  probably  give  things  to  her. 

6302.  Has  that  lady  a  healthy  child  with  her  ? — Yes. 

6303.  Is  the  matron  a  married  woman  ? — Yes. 

6304.  Does  her  husband  live  with  her  ? — Her  husband  is  in  Germany. 

6305.  Does  her  son,  who  acts  as  messenger,  live  with  her  ? — Yes ;  he 
is  about  ten  years  of  age. 

6306.  Has  she  any  other  children  ? — Yes,  four  altogether.  They  do 
not  all  live  with  her,  only  the  son.  The  other  children  often  see  her  ;  they 
live  on  the  island  and  work.  One  daughter  lived  with  her  a  little  while, 
but  she  has  left  now  for  school. 

6307.  Do  you  think  it  an  advisable  thing  to  allow  healthy  people  to 
live  with  lepers  ? — The  matron's  boy  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  lepers  at 
all ;  he  runs  errands  for  his  mother,  who  cannot  alwayi  leave  the  wards. 

6308.  Is  there  any  telegraphic  or  telephonic  communication  between 
the  village  and  the  wards  ? — l^o  ;  the  only  communication  is  by  the  trolly. 
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6309.  Chairman.']  Is  the  matron's  house  inside  the  compound? — Yes,     s  r^impey 
but  quite  apart  from  the  leper  wards.  — 

6310.  Has  her  daughter  stayed  with  her  in  that  house  ?— Yes ;  for  a  March  ctii,  ism 
short  time. 

6311.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  visitors  ever  stay  with  the  matron  ? — No ;  she 
has  not  room,  and  she  is  not  allowed  to  have  visitors. 

6312.  Does  the  lady  patient  have  any  friends  to  stay  with  her? — No. 

6313.  Do  her  children  come  to  see  her?' — Yes,  and  her  husband  comes 
occasionally.  The  wife  of  one  of  the  male  paying  patients  once  stayed  the 
night  in  the  nurse's  quarters. 

6314.  Is  the  matron  a  trained  nurse  ? — No,  the  nursing  is  all  done  by 
the  patients  in  the  female  wards. 

6315.  Chairman.']  Have  coloured  visitors  been  allowed  to  stay  over 
the  night  sometimes  ? — In  one  or  two  instances,  the  Eev.  Mr.  "Watkins,  the 
chaplain,  has  giveif  them  a  room.  The  other  day  a  mother  came  from 
Eimberley  to  see  her  daughter,  and  she  obtained  accommodation  at  Mr. 
Watkin's  house. 

6316.  Are  the  male  lepers  allowed  to  visit  at  the  female  wards? — 
They  are  not  allowed  to  except  with  the  written  permission  of  the  medical 
officer  in  charge. 

6317.  Suppose  a  female  patient  was  very  ill,  could  she  be  visited  in  the 
wards  ? — If  it  was  a  bedridden  case  and  there  was  special  permission.  The 
male  lepers  can  stand  outside  the  compound  and  talk  to  the  women,  but  they 
are  not  allowed  inside. 

6318.  How  long  would  a  male  visitor  be  allowed  to  remain  if  he  had  a 
special  permit  ? — It  would  probably  be  for  the  afternoon,  between  half -past 
two  and  four  ;  that  is  the  rule. 

6319.  Are  the  female  lepers  allowed   to  visit  the  male  lepers  ? — 
Occasionally. 

6320.  Under  what  circumstances  ? — Also  by  special  permission ;  the 
nurse  accompanies  them  generally,  and  very  seldom  more  than  one  goes  at  a 
time. 

6321.  Does  the  nurse  remain  the  whole  time  ? — Yes,  those  are  the 
instructions,  or  else  she  gives  the  patient  over  to  the  charge  of  another 
nurse. 

6322.  How  often  do  the  female  patients  go  out  for  a  walk  ? — Two  or 
three  times  a  week. 

6323.  Can  they  go  to  any  part  of  the  island? — No;  they  could  if  they 
liked,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  generally  go  down  to  the  beach  in  front  of 
the  asylum  or  else  to  the  north  of  the  island  along  the  hard  road. 

6324.  Are  they  allowed  to  mingle  with  any  of  the  male  lepers  who 
may  be  walking  about? — No. 

6325.  How  can  you  prevent  it  ? — They  are  kept  together. 

6326.  Are  the  male  lepers  allowed  to  talk  to  the  women  when  they  are 
out  ?-  —They  may  talk,  but  they  are  not  allowed  to  break  the  rules. 

6327.  Is  one  nurse  enough  to  control  them  ? — They  have  never  com- 
plained of  any  infringement  of  the  rules. 

6328.  But  it  would  be  possible,  would  it  not  ? — Yes  ;  they  could  easily 
scatter  about  and  get  loose,  but  they  have  not  attempted  it  yet. 

6329.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Are  there  any  social  gatherings  of  male  and  female 
epers  ? — No  ;  the  only  time  they  meet  excepting  -^ith  special  permission  is 
t  the  fence.  ^ 

6330.  Are  not  the  male  lepers  allowed  to  spend  the  afternoon  occasion- 
ly  in  the  female  leper  quarters  ? — I  have  never  given  any  such  permission, 

except  under  conditions  already  mentioned. 

6331.  Chairman.']  Have  you  found  the  whole  question  of  the  visiting 
arrangements  a  most  difficult  one  ? — It  is  very  difficult  to  regulate  in  every 

[G.10-'94.] 
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S  p^impey  I'easoiis  I  have  stated.    Some  of  the  friends  live  a  very  long 

'    —    '     distance  away,  and  it  is  difficult  to  regulate  the  number  of  visits  to  each 
March  6th,  1894 ,  patient.     The  Government  have  allovred  a  free  railway  ticket  to  each 
patient  once  a  year,  but  they  want  to  come  more  frequently  some  of  them. 
Short  visits  from  Cape  Town  itself  are  regulated  by  rotation.    A  visiting 
book  is  kept.    Mr.  Fitch  generally  makes  out  the  tickets  and  I  sign  them. 

6332.  Dr.  Herman.'^  What  steps  are  taken  when  the  matron  goes  on 
leave  to  continue  the  discipline  of  the  female  lepers  ? — She  has  not  been 
on  leave  except  from  one  boat  day  to  another ;  the  assistant  does  all  the 
work  in  that  case.  I  may  say  that  the  matron  does  not  want  another 
assistant,  but  I  am  going  to  get  her  a  servant. 

6333.  The  position  of  matron  is  very  responsible,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

6334.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  class  of  person  you  are  able  to  obtain  ? — ■ 
Yes,  I  think  they  manage  very  well,  considering  the  class  of  patients.  The 
present  matron  is  not  a  qualified  nurse.  I  have  tried  to  get  a  qualified  nurse, 
but  they  do  not  manage  the  place  so  well.  Since  I  have  been  on  the  island 
we  have  had  three  matrons ;  the  first  was  not  a  good  manager  at  all,  Mrs. 
Pouncey  ;  although  she  was  there  for  some  time  things  were  not  satisfactory. 
Mrs.  Pavel  managed  very  well  but  she  got  dissatisfied  and  left.  The  present 
matron,  Mrs.  Dill,  has  pleased  the  patients,  but  she  is  not  a  trained  nurse 
and  consequently  the  nursing  is  not  as  good  as  it  might  be. 

6335.  Do  you  think  the  patients  are  sufficiently  segregated  by  being 
under  a  person  who  does  not  understand  the  serious  consequence  of  the 
contagion?  — I  think  so.  She  has  got  her  instructions  and  she  adheres  to 
them. 

6336.  Has  she  sufficient  authority  over  the  patients  to  control  them  ? — > 
I  think  so,  except  in  exceptional  cases. 

6337.  Is  she  sufficiently  independent  of  the  patients  to  bring  forward 
complaints  as  to  their  behaviour  and  enforce  discipline  ? — I  do  not  think 
there  are  any  complaints ;  the  wards  are  fairly  clean,  and  I  think  that  she 
carries  out  her  instructions. 

6338.  Do  you  think  one  woman  like  that  is  able  by  sheer  force  of 
character  and  example  to  enforce  the  necessary  discipline  in  the  case  of  250 
women  ? — I  think  so.  I  would  rather  have  a  person  who  treated  the  patients 
kindly  than  one  who  wanted  too  much  hospital  discipline  so  to  speak.  I 
think  the  object  should  be  to  make  the  patients  as  comfortable  as  possible 
and  segregate  them  in  as  gentle  a  manner  as  possible.  I  do  not  look  upon 
a  leper  asylum  as  a  hospital  pure  and  simple  ;  it  is  a  home  for  incurables. 
Last  year  we  tried  trained  nurses ;  they  were  very  satisfactory  from  a 
medical  point  of  view,  but  the  patients  were  up  in  arms  against  them 
altogether,  simply  because  they  were  constantly  washing  and  dressing  the 
wounds,  and  the  patients  had  no  rest.  The  great  thing  is  tact  in  the 
management  of  the  leper  patients. 

6339.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Then  the  trained  nurses  were  not  a  success  ? — No  ; 
they  were  only  there  for  a  short  time.  Altogether  there  were  about  12,  but 
they  were  not  all  there  at  once.  "We  first  got  three  from  Kimberley,  and 
then  we  arranged  to  get  a  full  staff. 

6340.  How  came  they  to  leave  ? — Some  resigned  and  others  were  not 
satisfactory  ;  they  quarrelled  a  good  deal  among  themselves  ;  some  of  them 
used  to  drink,  and  one  came  to  the  island  pregnant. 

6341.  Dr.  Merman.']  Is  it  not  better  to  try  and  introduce  a  better  class 
of  nurses,  both  for  the  comfort  of  the  patients  themselves  and  the  complete- 
ness of  the  establishment  ? — I  draw  a  distinction  between  a  leper  settlement 
and  a  hospital,  and  I  do  not  want  to  see  the  place  a  prison  as  it  were ;  it 
should  be  more  of  a  home  for  these  unfortunate  people. 

6342.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Do  you  think  you  might  make  a  further  attempt 
with  trained  nurses  ? — We  have  two  trained  nurses  on  the  male  leper  side, 
and  I  should  like  to  see  a  hospital  on  the  female  side.    I  think  personally 
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that  the  females  require  a  little  more  attention  in  that  way.  I  think,  as  an  ^  p^impey. 
experiment,  it  might  be  tried,  but  I  doubt  whether  it  would  be  a  success.  *  "— 

6343.  Chairman.']  Would  it  not  be  an  improvement  to  have  a  class  of  ^^"'^ 
women  who  would,  by  moral  pressure  and  doing  good  work,  without  unduly 
worrying  the  patients,  introduce  a  better  tone  into  the  whole  establishment ; 

I  take  it  that  you  think  trained  nurses  sometimes  attend  to  discipline  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  make  the  patients  unhappy  ? — Yes  ;  just  so.  At  present  we 
have  two  nurses  in  the  male  leper  hospital,  and  all  bad  cases  are  sent  to  the 
hospital  if  possible.  In  the  female  wards  leper  women  dress  the  wounds  and 
so  on,  and  they  do  it  very  well. 

6344.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  not  you  think  by  introducing  a  superior  class 
of  nurse  the  ordinary  work  of  management  would  be  very  much  easier  ? — 
For  my  own  part  I  think  it  is  generally  more  difficult  to  manage  the  nurses 
than  the  patients.  I  have  got  a  nurses'  home  for  ten  nurses,  and  if  I  had 
ten  nurses  there  I  am  certain  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  manage  them  than 
all  the  lepers  put  together. 

6345.  You  have  a  good  many  nurses  under  your  control  in  the  lunatic 
asylum,  are  they  troublesome  ? — Not  now,  we  have  some  specially  good 
nurses  there. 

6346.  What  difficulty  would  there  be  to  get  the  same  class  of  nurses 
for  the  leper  patients? — In  the  leper  wards  a  different  class  of  nurse 
altogether  is  required.  You  will  only  get  a  certain  class  of  nurse  for  the 
leper  wards,  surgical  nurses,  who  take  a  great  interest  in  their  work  ;  as  a 
rule,  you  find  ordinary  nurses  are  afraid  of  lepers. 

6347.  Is  there  any  reason  to  think  that  the  nurses  are  badly  treated  by 
the  leper  patients  ? — There  have  been  two  or  three  instances.  I  believe  a 
male  leper  once  struck  one  of  the  nurses.  He  wanted  something  out  of  the 
dispensary  and  she  would  not  give  it  at  the  time,  so  he  struck  her.  She  did 
not  want  the  matter  gone  into  at  all.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  friction  at 
the  time  between  the  nurses  and  the  patients,  but  afterwards  they  became 
more  attached  to  the  nurses.  The  nurses,  however,  quarrelled  among 
themselves,  and  for  one  reason  and  another  they  gradually  left  the  island. 
There  is  a  great  difficulty  in  getting  nurses  for  Eobben  Island  ;  in  the  first 
place  they  do  not  like  the  island,  it  is  isolated  and  it  has  a  bad  name ;  and 
secondly  they  are  afraid  of  the  lepers.  Sister  Henrietta  had  to  advertise  in 
the  English  papers  for  nurses  for  the  island  ;  that  I  believe  is  why  we  got  an 
inferior  lot  of  nurses ;  they  came  out  from  England  with  testimonials,  but 
they  had  no  friends  here,  and  they  were  not  to  be  trusted  at  all.  They 
were  too  strict  in  their  discipline,  and  they  said  that  if  they  could  not  do 
things  in  their  own  way  they  must  leave. 

6348.  Can  you  give  us  an  instance  of  what  actually  occurred  ? — The 
lepers  complained  that  they  were  constantly  being  washed,  perhaps  two  or 
there  timss  a  day.  Then  they  were  required  to  be  up  by  six  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  which  is  too  early  for  them  and  it  is  not  necessary. 

6349.  If  the  nurses  washed  the  leper  patients  in  the  hospital  once  a  day 
that  would  not  do  them  any  harm,  would  it  ? — No. 

6350.  Would  you  recommend  it  ? — If  it  is  necessary,  but  many  of  the 
patients  want  rest.    They  have  a  great  dread  of  going  into  the  hospital. 

6351.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Why  is  that? — They  do  not  like  the  dressing  and 
washing. 

6352.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  they  get  extras  in  the  way  of  medical  comforti 
in  the  hospital  ? — Yes :  if  they  require  them.  We  only  send  the  bad  case* 
'^0  the  hospital. 

6353.  I  gather  that  you  are  against  attempting  in  any  way  to  go 
against  the  wishes  of  the  lepers ;  if  they  wish  to  be  left  alone,  you  would 
leave  them  alone  ? — As  far  as  possible  and  as  far  as  is  compatible  with  their 
health.  I  would  not  do  anything  to  injure  their  health,  but  at  the  same 
time  I  would  not  force  them  to  do  things  which  are  quite  unnecessary. 
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s  Kimpcy  6354.  Practically  that  leads  them  to  be  insubordinate,  does  it  not  ? — 

—         I  do  not  think  so. 
Marcb  «th,  1894.  3355^  j)-^  ^^^^^  patients  struck  a  nurse  ?— She 

was  trying  to  make  him  do  something  he  did  not  want  to  do. 

6366.  How  can  you  keep  order  and  discipline  in  a  large  institution  i! 
the  patients  have  their  own  way? — At  all  events  it  is  not  necessary  to 
force  them  to  get  out  of  bed  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  seven  or  half 
past  seven  would  do. 

6357.  Why  not  allow  them  to  be  in  bed  all  day  if  they  choose  ? — •!  do 
not  see  why  if  a  patient  is  weak  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain  in  bed 
They  often  ask  me  to  allow  it,  and  it  gives  them  comfort.  It  is  unnecessary 
however,  to  make  the  patients  get  up  so  early,  especially  on  cold  winter 
mornings,  so  that  the  nurses  may  be  free  to  start  work  at  half  past  six 
That  may  be  hospital  management  but  it  is  not  suitable  for  a  leper  asylum. 

6368.  Chairman.']  You  think  that  a  leper  asylum  should  be  more  like 
a  home  ?--Yes,  I  would  allow  a  greater  margin  of  liberty. 

6369.  Are  there  certain  fixed  rules  ? — -Yes.  There  are  regular  hours 
for  meals  and  there  is  a  certain  time  at  which  the  lights  are  put  out. 

6360.  What  methods  do  you  rely  upon  for  enforcing  discipline  and 
carrying  on  the  routine  of  the  establishment  ? — We  have  no  means  of 
administering  any  punishment  at  all.    We  give  instructions  and  see  tha 
they  are  carried  out,  that  is  all. 

6361.  In  the  event  of  any  of  the  patients  disobeying  the  rules,  what  do 
you  do  ;  do  they  ever  set  you  at  defiance  ? — They  have  not  done  so,  but 
they  can  very  easily  ;  there  is  no  means  of  punishing  them  at  all ;  we  do 
not  give  orders  to  the  patients,  only  to  the  attendants  and  they  see  that  they 
are  carried  out.  Each  ward  has  an  attendant,  and  under  each  attendant 
there  is  a  certain  number  of  leper  workers,  respectable  men  who  have  some 
influence  in  the  ward. 

6362.  Do  you  allow  them  certain  privileges  in  return  ? — Yes ;  they 
get  paid  and  they  have  certain  privileges. 

6363.  Do  you  find  that  is  amply  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  working 
of  the  place  ? — Yes. 

6364.  You  regard  it  more  as  a  home  ? — Yes.  Those  who  require 
treatment  go  to  the  hospital,  whei-e  their  wounds  are  dressed  and  so  on. 

6365.  Do  you  attribute  a  great  deal  of  the  friction  to  the  action  of  the 
nurses  ? — Yes,  Perhaps  there  was  too  sudden  a  change  from  a  somewhut 
lax  to  a  more  strict  discipline,  such  as  would  be  adopted  in  a  well  equipped 
hospital,  but  is  not  necessary  in  an  ordinary  asylum. 

6366.  Is  there  any  hospital  for  the  female  lepers  ? — No ;  but  I  think 
there  should  be  one  with  a  proper  staff. 

6367.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  in  regard  to  the  male  hospital 
staff  ? — I  think  ti.e  staff  is  sufficient  and  the  hospital  is  large  enough. 

6368.  How  many  beds  are  there  ? — It  is  intended  for  50  beds. 

6369.  What  sized  hospital  should  there  be  for  the  female  side  ? — I  think 
to  contain  25  beds,  and  one  additional  nurse.  Some  of  the  patients  them- 
selves might  be  trained  to  nurse. 

6370.  Would  you  employ  hospital  nurses  in  the  general  work  of  the 
establishment  afterwards  ?— No. 

6371.  Would  you  require  a  day  and  night  nurse  for  the  hospital  ? — I  do 
not  think  a  night  nurse  would  be  wanted. 

6372.  Have  you  found  much  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  leper  patients 
as  a  whole  in  the  matter  of  discipline  ? — There  have  been  two  or  three 
instances  in  which  trouble  has  been  given,  otherwise  the  patients  are  amen- 
able to  reason.  When  there  has  been  any  trouble  it  has  generally  been  due 
to  the  visiting  from  the  mainland,  or  something  that  has  stirred  up  the 
feelings  of  the  patients  and  made  them  lose  their  temper  and  become  excited. 
Lately  there  was  one  instance  about  two  or  three  weeks  ago,  when  the 
patients  complained  about  their  food  and  became  very  excited. 
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6373.  Did  you  enquire  into  that  ? — Yes.    The  patients  complained  that     ^,  jPj;^^^ 
the  meat  was  bad.    I  had  the  whole  thing  investigated,  and  the  magistrate     '  J 
decided  that  there  were  faults  on  both  sides.    The  same  meat  was  supplied  ^^'''^ 
to  the  inhabitants,  the  lunatics  and  the  convicts,  and  I  had  some  of  it  myself. 
I  believe  that  in  order  to  satisfy  the  patients,  about  112  lbs.  of  meat  were 
cut  off  and  the  rest  was  returned  with  a  fresh  supply.    About  half -past  two 
in  the  afternoon  I  was  sitting  in  ray  house  when  I  heard  a  great  row  and  the 
constables  blew  their  whistles.    I  rushed  out  and  found  that  the  lepers  were 
about  to  cross  the  boundary.    The  constables  tried  to  prevent  them  and  they 
were  very  excited  and  said  they  were  going  to  kill  somebody.    I  had  three 
of  the  ringleaders  arrested  and  put  into  the  cells,  after  which  the  other  men 
went  home  quietly.    They  promised  that  if  I  would  set  the  ringleaders  at 
liberty  they  would  never  do  such  a  thing  again. 

6374.  Did  they  ofEer  you  any  personal  violence  when  they  were 
excited  ? — They  threatened  me. 

6375.  Did  they  do  anything?— No. 

6376.  I  suppose  all  this  is  on  record,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

6377.  Did  they  complain  that  the  meat  was  bad  on  other  occasions? — 
No  ;  only  on  this  one  occasion.  They  all  have  their  likes  and  dislikes,  and 
what  pleases  some  does  not  please  others  ;  they  like  special  dishes,  but  of 
course  that  is  impossible,  but  I  am  preparing  a  new  diet  scale  which  will  no 
doubt  get  over  the  difficulty  to  some  extent. 

6378.  Is  the  meat  supplied  to  the  lepers  as  a  rule  the  same  as  that 
supplied  to  all  the  other  inhabitants  on  the  island  ? — Yes.  We  get  one  car- 
ease,  or  perhaps  two,  and  this  is  divided.  We  only  supplied  meat  with- 
out bone,  but  since  the  disturbance  instrnctions  have  been  given  to  supply  it 
whole,  and  the  cooks  themselves  remove  the  bone. 

6379.  Do  you  yourself  inspect  the  food  before  it  is  cooked? — Not  every 
day,  I  do  occasionally. 

6380.  Do  you  make  any  note  or  record  of  your  inspection  in  a  book  ? — No. 

6381.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Does  the  magistrate  inspect  it  ? — Yes,  but  not  every 
day.  We  get  our  supplies  of  meat  from  Corabrink  &  Co.,  and  if  there  is 
any  doubt  as  to  its  being  good  I  am  at  once  called  in  to  inspect  it,  which  I  do. 

6382.  When  the  meat  arrives  at  the  island  who  receives  it  ?— It  is  put 
on  to  a  waggon  and  sent  direct  to  the  butchery.    The  butcher  receives  it 

\l  and  inspects  it. 

6383.  Is  that  waggon  used  only  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  food  ? — 
No,  it  is  used  also  for  carting  things  to  the  store  or  conveying  material 
about  the  island. 

6384.  Is  it  the  only  waggon  you  have  ? — No,  we  have  several. 

6385.  Is  the  meat  just  put  openly  into  this  waggon  ? — No,  a  cover  is 
put  on.  A  clean  cloth  is  laid  on  the  floor  of  the  waggon,  on  this  the  meat 
is  placed  and  covered  over. 

6386.  Fnder  whose  supervision  is  the  meat  generally  apportioned  ? — It 
is  sent  to  the  butchery,  and  the  butcher  has  two  assistants,  who  cut  it  up. 
He  has  to  account  for  every  ounce  of  meat  in  his  books.  The  chief  clerk 
checks  it  sometimes.  There  is  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  quantity  at  all, 
but  lately  the  quality  has  not  been  up  to  the  mark.  The  meat  is  received 
on  the  island  one  day  and  issued  next  morning  at  six  o'clock.  The  butchery 
is  a  cool  place.    The  sheep  are  killed  on  the  island ;  we  kill  about  20  a  day. 

6387.  Sometimes  it  comes  over  on  Friday  and  serves  for  Sunday, 
does  it  not? — Occasionally,  but  we  can  always  kill  sheep  on  the 
island. 

6388.  Is  the  meat  afterwards  rationed  out  by  the  butcher  and  sent  up 
to  the  wards  ? — Yes. 

6389.  How  are  the  other  stores  dealt  with,  such  as  sugar,  tea,  coffee 
and  rice  ? — They  are  issued  each  day,  taken  up  to  the  wards  on  the  trolly  and. 
delivered  to  Mr.  Fitch. 
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8  p^impey  6390.  Bf.  Herman.']  "With  regard  to  giving  out  the  rations,  is  there 

'    —    "      any  control  exercised  so  that  you  can  be  perfectly  sure  that  what  goes  from 
March  6th,  1894.    ^j^g  butchcr  or  the  stores  reaches  the  lepers  ? — Each  pavilion  has  a  separate 
requisition  made  out  according  to  the  number  of  patients,  and  the  things  are 
put  into  a  separate  bag,  and  not  removed  from  it. 

6391.  Are  these  bags  padlocked? — No;  but  they  are  put  on  to  the 
trolly  at  the  store,  which  trolly  is  in  the  charge  of  an  attendant,  who,  when 
the  trolly  gets  to  the  wards,  has  the  rations  removed  from  the  trolly  to  the 
kitchen  and  given  over  to  the  cook. 

6392.  Is  there  any  fear  that  the  patients  do  not  get  what  has  actually 
been  given  out  ? — I  think  not.    I  do  not  doubt  the  honesty  of  the  cook. 

6393.  If  one  patient  as  you  told  us  was  able  to  send  over  a  quantity 
meat  to  the  mainland  must  not  there  be  something  wrong  ? — That  matter 
being  investigated.    As  far  as  practicable  we  check  the  rations,  but 
course  you  cannot  say  positively  that  the  cooks  do  not  steal  them,  though 
do  not  think  they  would  do  so. 

6394.  How  do  you  account  for  the  poor  quality  of  the  tea  which  see 
to  be  so  generally  complained  of  ? — We  have  very  good  tea,  but  of  cour 
the  allowance  is  very  small,  the  eighth  of  an  ounce  for  each  patient. 

6395.  Does  it  grow  smaller  by  the  time  it  reaches  the  patient  ? — I  do 
not  think  so.    I  have  introduced  bush  tea  lately,  and  they  like  it.    I  can 
give  a  very  much  larger  quantity  of  that.    One  day  they  came  and  said  the 
did  not  like  the  bush  tea  as  it  was  bad  and  asked  for  the  ordinary  tea. 
asked  them  how  long  they  had  had  it  and  they  said  for  the  last  ten  days, 
went  down  to  the  office  and  told  them  not  to  buy  any  more  bush  tea  as  th 
patients  grumbled  about  it.    They  said  they  had  not  issued  any  bush  tea  fo 
about  ten  days.    While  they  had  bush  tea  the  patients  liked  it.    When  th 
bush  tea  was  finished  and  the  ordinary  tea  was  issued  they  grumbled.  There 
has  not  been  much  grumbling  about  the  tea.    I  mention  this  to  show  how 
ready  the  lepers  are  to  find  fault  and  grumble  at  everything. 

6396.  Dr  BoddsJ]  How  many  leper  lunatics  are  there  ? — I  think  there 
are  ten  now  certified,  one  man  and  the  rest  women.  One  of  the  women  died 
shortly  after  she  was  certified. 

6397.  What  accommodation  have  you  for  them  ? — The  man  has  got  a 
room  to  himself,  and  the  women  have  one  room  to  themselves  ;  they  are  all 
coloured. 

6398.  Are  the  arrangements  satisfactory  for  them  ? — Temporarily  they 
are,  but  I  would  not  like  them  to  remain  like  that ;  they  are  all  harmless 
cases.  I  have  instructions  to  have  single  rooms  built  for  them  as  soon  as 
possible. 

6399.  How  many  leper  convicts  are  there  ? — None. 

6400.  Is  their  sentence  remitted  when  they  come  to  you  ? — In  the  case 
of  some  of  them  it  is,  in  other  cases  the  sentences  have  expired. 

6401.  If  a  leper  convict  comes  to  you,  have  you  any  special  accommo- 
dation for  him  ? — No,  we  are  providing  accommodation  :  we  are  in  corre- 
spondence now  about  it  and  there  is  to  be  separate  accommodation  for  males 
and  females. 

6402.  Have  you  had  any  special  difficulty  with  this  class  of  patient  ? — 
No,  none  at  all. 

6403.  With  reference  to  the  additional  works  projected,  you  have 
mentioned  single  rooms  for  the  leper  lunatics  and  accommodation  for  the 
leper  convicts,  are  there  any  others? — Accommodation  for  doubtful  cases  of  i 
leprosy  and  accommodation  for  the  non-leprous  children  ;  we  are  also  building 
additional  wards  for  the  women. 

6404.  So  that  you  are  actively  increasing  the  accommodation  for  lepers 
on  the  island,  are  you  not? — Yes  ;  the  additional  wards  are  for  the  female 
lepers  only;  we  have  plenty  of  accommodation  for  the  males;  there  are 
about  70  vacancies  I  fhink. 


359 


6405.  Have  you  had  any  special  difficulty  in  dealing  with  refractory     ^  ^l^i--^ 
;ase8  among  the  lepers  ? — Yes.  *— 

6406.  Would  it  be  an  advantage  if  you  had  a  ward  on  the  male  side 
I3ut  off  from  the  other  wards,  where  you  could  place  lepers  for  purposes 
of  discipline  ? — I  think  not,  I  do  not  see  how  we  could  do  that.  The  only 
wiay  is  to  make  them  amenable  to  some  law  and  then  let  the  magistrate 
punish  them  if  necessary ;  put  them  in  the  room  provided  for  the  convicts, 
make  prisoners  of  them  in  fact. 

6407.  "Would  you  have  a  ward  with  an  airing  court  ? — That  is  what  I 
am  going  to  erect,  a  two  roomed  building  with  an  airing  court  for  the  leper 
convicts,  cells  in  fact,  and  my  idea  was  to  place  refractory  lepers  there  and 

j  make  them  do  work  like  prisoners.  At  present  the  law  does  not  allow  us  to 
|ijpunish  such  cases  at  all,  and  that  is  a  difficulty  we  have  in  maintaining 
Indiscipline  on  the  island.  We  cannot  punish  a  leper  for  any  misdemeanour 
unless  it  comes  under  the  Police  Offences  Act,  and  unfortunately  it  is  not 
always  easy  to  bring  cases  under  that  Act.  I  therefore  wanted  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  some  additional  rules  and  regulations.  At  present  if  a  , 
patient  gets  drunk  we  can  do  nothing  at  all,  and  if  you  leave  him  alone  he 
will  commit  the  offence  again  and  incite  others  to  do  so, 

6408.  Chmrman.'J  Cannot  you  bring  a  man  up  for  drunkenness  ? — I  have 
done  so,  but  the  magistrate  says  that  he  has  no  jurisidiction,  and  the  same 
with  regard  to  having  dagga  or  liquor  without  permission ;  refusing  to  obey 
the  superintendent,  matron,  or  other  responsible  officer  ;  interfering  with  the 
liights  after  they  have  been  put  out  and  so  on.  When  the  attendant  puts 
out  the  lights  at  nine  o'clock  the  lepers  will  often  light  them  again,  and 
there  is  a  danger  of  fire  taking  place.  Other  offences  that  we  should  have 
power  to  deal  with  are  shouting  and  screaming  in  the  wards  to  the  annoyance 
of  other  patients,  gambling,  and  passing  the  boundary  line  without  per- 
mission.   I  should  like  these  offences  to  be  controlled  in  some  way  by  law. 

6409.  Does  not  the  present  Act  allow  you  to  draw  up  any  rules  to  deal 
with  such  offences  ? — No.  The  Attorney-General  says  that  if  a  patient  gets 
drunk  or  uses  abusive  language  the  only  way  in  which  you  can  punish  him 
is  to  stop  his  privileges,  but  these  bad  characters  do  not  have  any  privileges 
at  all  so  that  you  cannot  punish  them.  There  are  many  who  have  privileges 
but  it  is  not  those  who  infringe  the  rules.  We  can  make  rules  but  we 
cannot  enforce  them,  and  I  would  rather  not  have  rules  at  all  than  have  rules 
and  not  be  able  to  put  them  into  force. 

6410.  i>r.  Dodds.]  Do  not  cases  of  breaking  the  rules  occur  where  you 
could  put  offenders  in  some  such  isolated  ward  as  has  been  suggested  ? — Yes. 
I  have  recommended  to  the  Colonial  Office  that  we  should  have  a  small 
building  surrounded  by  a  high  fence  where  refractory  cases  could  be  placed 
under  the  supervision  of  the  constables,  I  think  it  would  be  very  satisfactory. 
At  present  we  have  cells,  but  they  are  in  the  village.  It  is  certainly  a  great 
defect  in  the  Act  not  being  allowed  to  punish  offenders  in  any  way. 

6411.  Chairman.']  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Act  of  1884  ? — Yes. 

6412.  Has  it  worked  satisfactorily  hitherto  as  far  as  it  has  come  under 
your  notice? — I  think  it  has  worked  satisfactorily  after  the  patients  are 
placed  on  the  island,  except  with  regard  to  the  matter  of  punishment. 

6413.  Would  you  recommend  any  modiiioation  of  the  conditions  under 
which  a  leper  is  brought  under  the  operation  of  the  Act,  with  a  view  to  safe- 
guarding the  subject  ? — I  would  certainly  do  away  with  the  certificate  by  a 
field  cornet.    I  do  not  see  that  it  is  of  any  importance. 

6414.  Are  you  aware  that  if  the  field  cornet  refuses  to  fill  in  the  certi- 
ficate, notwithstanding  that  the  magistrate  and  district  surgeon  have  done  so, 
it  invalidates  sending  a  leper  on  ? — Yes.  The  instructions  are  that  a  patient 
must  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  from  the  magistrate,  doctor  and  field 
cornet  or  justice  of  the  peace. 

6415.  Why  would  you  do  away  with  the  certificate  by  the  field  comet  ? 
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*  T^impoi^      — '^^  quite  useless,  lie  is  not  a  medical  man,  and  has  nb  knowledge  of  the 
~  disease,  and  any  knoM^ledge  that  lie  might  have  is  probably  gained  from  the 

Marrh  6th,  im.  medical  certificate. 

6416.  Is  it  likely  that  he  would  avoid  the  onus  of  certifying  sometimes? 
— Some  field  cornets  might  refuse  to  sign  altogether. 

6417.  They  might  for  instance  have  friends  or  relatives  who  were  lepers, 
might  they  not  ? — I  do  not  look  at  it  in  that  light  at  all,  but  I  regard  the 
certificate  as  quite  useless  ;  the  field  cornet  certifies  that  it  is  a  case  of  leprosy, 
but  it  is  purely  a  medical  point  as  to  whether  it  is  so  or  not.  I  would  be  in 
favour  of  doing  away  with  the  field  cornet's  certificate,  and  having  in  i 
place  a  certificate  from  two  medical  men  instead  of  one.  As  it  is  now  the 
is  a  large  number  of  cases  sent  on  which  are  not  cases  of  leprosy  at  all. 

6418.  As  the  Act  stands  at  present,  who  is  called  upon  to  notify  that 
leper  is  living  in  a  certain  district ;  is  there  any  provision  for  that  ? — It  say 
that  a  medical  man  shall  notify,  but  I  do  not  think  that  is  carried  out.  A 
present  it  seems  to  be  nobody's  duty  to  notify. 

6419.  Would  you  suggest  that  a  clause  be  inserted  in  the  Act  in  regar 
to  compillsory  notification  ? — Yes. 

6420.  Who  would  you  call  upon  to  notify  ? — The  householder. 

6421.  Would  you  call  upon  the  district  surgeon  or  miedical  man  i 
attendance  to  notify  ?- — ^No.  I  do  not  see  why  they  should  be  called  upo 
specially  to  notify. 

6422.  Would  you  call  upon  all  medical  men  in  attendance  upon  cases  o 
leprosy  to  notify  them  ? — No ;  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  or  necessary, 
would  say  let  each  householder  who  has  a  ease  of  leprosy  in  his  house  repor 
it  to  the  magistrate. 

6423.  How  would  you  get  over  the  difiiculty  of  a  householder  sayin 
that  he  did  not  think  it  was  a  case  of  leprosy  ? — That  is  a  difficult  point,  bu 
I  think  the  medical  man  would  generally  inform  the  householder,  if  he  wa 
in  attendance,  I  do  not  think  that  a  medical  man  should  be  forced  to  divulg 
cases. 

6424.  Would  you  also  call  upon  the  police  to  notify  cases  of  leprosy  ? — 
Yes,  if  they  came  across  any  cases. 

6425.  Would  you  call  upon  sanitary  inspectors  to  ncitify  ? — I  think 
you  have  too  many  interfering  you  would  weaken  the  operation  of  the  Act 
it  would  be  nobody's  duty,  and  the  responsibility  would  be  passed  on  from 
one  to  another.    I  think  householders  and  the  police  would  be  sufficient. 

6426.  After  a  case  has  been  observed,  what  steps  should  be  taken '? — 
It  should  be  reported  to  the  magistrate  or  justice  of  the  peace  and  then  he 
would  be  called  upon  to  act.  He  should  call  in  two  medical  men  to  examine 
the  case,  and  if  there  is  any  doubt,  a  third  medical  man  might  be  called  in. 

642?.  Would  you  upon  that  be  prepared  to  transmit  a  patient  at  once 
to  Robben  Island,  or  would  you  be  in  favour  as  an  additional  precaution  of 
having  a  probationary  receiving  house  ? — I  think  so.  Patients  should  ga' 
to  a  receiving  house  before  b^ing  sent  over  to  the  island. 

6428.  Should  such  receiving  house  be  in  Cape  Town? — Yes;  every 
case  should  be  examined  by  a  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  receving  house.  ■ 

6429.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a  Board  to  decide  upon  suchj 
cases  ? — Yes  ;  there  might  fee  a  Board  to  report  within  a  certain  period.  j 

6430.  How  long  would  you  give  for  such  Board  to  deliberate  ? — Th^l 
case  should  be  examined  at  once,  within  a  week ;  if  there  was  no  doubt  i 
about  it,  the  patient  should  be  sent  to  Eobben  Island  ;  if  was  doubtful, 
then  the  patient  should  be  kept  for  a  certain  time ;  if  it  was  clearly  not  a  j 
case  of  leprosy  he  should  be  discharged  at  once. 

6431.  If  it  was  a  doubtful  case  what  time  would  you  allow  for  observa- 
tion ? — There  should  be  a  limit.    On  Robben  Island  Ave  allow  three  months. 

6432.  Would  you  suggest  three  months  as  the  limit  at  the  receiving 
house  ? — I  think  not.    A  receiving  house  would  not  be  for  doubtful  but  for^ 
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suspected  cases,    I  would  say  a  week  at  the  receiving  house  would  be 
enough.    At  present  a  good  many  cases  are  sent  over  to  the  island  which  are  ^"'"^ 
non-leprous. 

6433.  Have  you  any  record  of  such  cases  having  occurred  lately  ? — Yes. 
6134,  How  many  cases  have  you  discharged  lately  as  being  non- 
leprous  ? — About  six  or  seven  altogether. 

6435,  Should  the  decision  of  the  Board  be  final,  or  should  the  question 
be  raised  again  if  necessary  ? — I  would  allow  patients  leave  to  apply  to  the 
Board  to  reconsider  their  decision,  which  would  be  a  further  safeguard. 
The  patient  should,  I  think,  have  every  benefit, 

6436,  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a  large  Board  ? — No ;  you 
might  have  a  large  number  of  medical  men,  but  a  small  quorum.  Three 
would  be  quite  sufficient.  It  may  not  be  convenient  to  get  three,  but  there 
should  be  a  Board  of  some  kind  for  doubtful  cases. 

6437,  Would  you  say  it  was  better  in  every  case  for  a  leper  to  pass 
before  such  Board  ? — If  there  is  any  doubt  at  all  the  medical  man  in 
charge  of  the  receiving  house  should  call  in  the  Board.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Board  need  necessarily  be  consulted  in  every  case.  There  would 
already  be  two  medical  certificates.  There  is  one  rather  important  point  in 
connection  with  that ;  suppose  the  Board  passes  a  patient  on  and  the 
medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  asylum  refuses  him  ;  that  is  a  difficulty,  and 
it  has  come  under  my  special  observation. 

6458.  Would  you  suggest  that  the  Board  and  medical  officer  at  the 
asylum  meet  and  discuss  matters  and  arrive  at  a  conclusion  ? — According 
to  the  present  rule,  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  asylum  as  soon  as  a 
patient  is  admitted  must  send  in  a  certificate.  Suppose  a  patient  comes  over 
to  the  island  from  the  Board  and  with  medical  certificates  from  two  other 
doctors,  and  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  asylum  says  the  patient  is 
not  a  leper,  who  is  going  to  decide  between  the  two.  The  question  arises 
whether  the  Board's  opinion  is  to  be  set  aside  or  the  medical  officer's  opinion 
changed. 

6439.  How  would  you  propose  to  deal  with  the  case  of  suspects,  supposing 
a  case  comes  under  observation  but  nobody  feels  justified  in  reporting  it  ? — 
I  would  have  such  a  case  reported  to  the  district  surgeon  or  medical  officer 
appointed  for  the  purpose. 

6440.  Would  you  have  such  cases  registered? — Certainly. 

6441.  And  should  they  be  compelled  to  report  themselves  from  time 
to  time  ?  Yes,  just  as  a  safeguard  in  case  the  disease  broke  out  later  on. 

6442.  You  think  that  would  safeguard  the  public  ? — I  think  so.  As 
soon  as  the  case  became  more  marked  it  might  became  dangerous  to  the 
public. 

6443.  When  it  became  more  marked  it  might  be  brought  before  the 
Board  to  be  dealt  with  ? — Yes. 

6444.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  do  you  understand  by  suspects  ? — Doubtful 
cases  upon  which  the  medical  mind  is  not  satisfied.  Even  a  Board  might 
have  some  doubt. 

6445.  Would  you  include  any  person  who  had  been  living  in  close 
contact  with  a  leper  for  some  time  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

6446.  Would  you  include  the  leper's  family? — I  would  not  include 
anybody  except  persons  having  suspicious  symptoms ;  it  is  not  necessary. 

6447.  Would  it  not  be  advisable  to  keep  a  register  of  persons  who  had 
been  in  contact  with  the  leper,  so  that  they  might  be  watched  in  case  any 
of  them  became  affected  ? — If  you  could  get  them  to  acknowledge  immediate 
contact  then  you  might  do  it,  but  if  you  have  to  trust  to  their  own  statement 
or  to  the  mere  fact  of  leprosy  being  in  the  neighbourhood,  you  might  get 
the  whole  Colony  more  or  less  on  the  register.  Theoretically  it  may  be  a 
very  good  thing  but  practically  it  would  be  useless  and  impossible. 

6448.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Would  you  not  include  families  of  lepers  ? — I  do 
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not  think  it  would  be  any  use,  although  it  would  be  interesting  to  watch 
March  6th,  1894.  gucji  families.    It  would  practically  be  too  great  a  work  for  aQybody  to 
undertake. 

6449.  Dr.  HermanJ]  In  the  early  stage  of  leprosy  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  recognise  the  disease,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

6450.  You  must  wait  until  the  disease  is  well  advanced  ? — 1  would  not 
say  well  advanced ;  you  can  tell  within  a  year  or  two  years  perhaps. 

b451.  But  you  are  not  in  the  habit  of  examining  each  case  every  year, 
are  you ;  what  grounds  would  you  have  at  the  end  of  a  year  say  for 
examining  any  person  ? — I  think  that  doubtful  cases  should  report  them- 
selves every  three  or  six  months. 

6452.  If  a  patient  has  a  leprous  eruption  on  his  legs  for  example,  ho 
are  you  going  to  detect  it  ? — You  cannot  detect  it  at  all,  but  usually  the 
disease  reveals  itself  in  the  face  and  hands  and  can  thus  not  be  so  easily 
hidden  as  you  suppose. 

6453.  vV^ould  not  that  to  your  mind  necessitate  a  constant  supervision 
of  healthy  persons  who  have  been  in  contact  with  lepers  ? — My  idea  is  that 
if  you  try  to  do  such  a  thing  it  would  be  impracticable  ;  such  a  regulation 
could  never  be  carried  out. 

6454.  Would  such  a  thing  be  irksome  do  you  think  ? — That  is  not  the 
difficulty ;  the  difficulty  is  that  you  would  not  get  at  the  cases.  Suppose  a 
leper  is  living  in  a  house  in  Cape  Town  to-day,  he  may  be  somewhere  else  to- 
morrow, and  gradually  you  would  have  thousands  of  names  on  the  register 
and  you  would  not  pay  any  attention  to  them  when  they  became  so 
numerous. 

o455.  Supposing  a  leper  is  living  on  a  farm,  do  not  you  think  the 
healthy  members  of  his  family  should  be  supervised  for  some  time  ? — It 
would  certainly  not  do  any  harm  if  you  limited  it  to  the  family,  but  I  do  not 
see  how  you  could  include  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact ;  he  might 
have  hundreds  of  visitors  and  you  could  not  put  them  all  on  the  register. 

6456.  The  intention  in  watching  suspects  is  to  get  rid  of  them  as  soon 
as  possible  and  place  them  under  some  form  of  surveillance  ;  if  you  do  that 
thoroughly  very  few  people  will  come  in  contact  with  lepers.  Looking  at 
the  fact  that  leprosy  is  very  difficult  to  recognise  in  the  early  stages,  is  it  not 
wise  to  supervise  to  some  extent  the  healthy  friends  and  relatives  in 
immediate  contact  with  lepers  ? — You  might  limit  it  to  those. 

6457.  Suppose  a  leper  in  a  well  marked  and  advanced  stage  of  the 
disease  is  discovered  living  in  a  house  in  close  contact  with  his  family,  do  you 
think  it  would  be  wise  to  examine  all  the  persons  in  the  house  to  see  whether 
they  were  leprous  or  not? — Yes,  at  the  time  I  certainly  would  examine 
them. 

6458.  Is  that  highly  necessary  or  only  expedient  do  you  think  ? — It 
would  be  an  expedient  and  safe  course. 

6459.  By  what  method  would  you  determine  whether  a  person  was 
leprous  if  he  showed  no  signs  upon  his  hands  or  feet  ? — You  could  not  tell  at 
all,  but  that  is  unusual  in  leprosy. 

6460.  Therefore  it  would  be  necessary  to  examine  each  individual, 
would  it  not  ? — Yes ;  the  members  of  the  family  might  be  examined  periodi- 
cally for  a  time,  say  every  two  years. 

6461.  What  period  of  incubation  is  there  in  leprosy  ? — My  belief  is 
that  it  is  about  two  years. 

I  6462.  Is  it  not  much  longer  in  some  cases  according  to  the  literature  on 

the  subject ;  is  it  possible  to  fix  the  incubation  period  to  bft  as  long  as  two 
years  ? — I  think  so.  As  far  as  we  can  tell,  the  first  symptoms  recognized 
develope  in  about  two  years,  but  the  person  is  a  leper  all  the  time. 

6463.  Have  you  ever  met  with  any  cases  of  leprosy  in  children  under  a 
year  ? — ^No.  1 

6464.  What  is  the  age  of  the  child  with  the  lady  patient  on  the  island  f 
•■ — It  is  about  two  years  now. 


6465. 
6466. 


Has  that  child  had  leprosy  for  some  time  ?— Yes. 


That  narrows  the  incubation  period  still  more,  does  it  not  ? — 
Yes.  I  have  referred  to  that  case  specially  in  my  evidence.  In  some  cases 
the  incubation  period  appears  to  be  shorter,  but  in  the  majority  of  cases  it  is 
about  two  years  I  think. 

6467.  Ghairman.~]  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  there  are  lepers  in  the 
Pree  State,  the  Transvaal,  and  Basutoland,  and  that  in  some  eases  they  have 
been  fugitive,  how  should  such  cases  be  dealt  with  ? — I  certainly  think  they 
should  not  be  kept  in  the  Colony  if  they  are  fugitive  from  other  States  ;  they 
should  be  sent  back. 

6468.  How  would  you  propose  that  the  authorities  should  detect  such 
cases  ? — In  the  saree  way  as  ordinary  lepers  are  detected.  Householders  or 
the  police  should  report  any  case  to  the  magistrate  just  as  if  they  were 
colonial  lepers. 

6469.  What  would  you  do  in  the  case  of  Kafir  locations  where  there 
were  lepers  ? — It  would  be  difficult  to  find  them  out ;  some  local  authority 
should  be  entrusted  with  the  duty. 

6470.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  headman  of  a  kraal  should  notify 
any  cases,  would  that  answer  ? — Yes,  but  I  do  not  suppose  they  would  do  it 
very  conscientiously. 

6471.  Would  you  place  natives  coming  into  the  Colony  under  any 
system  of  inspection  ? — I  am  afraid  you  could  not  do  it.  Perhaps  the  person 
giving  a  pass  might  notify,  but  it  would  be  a  difficult  thing,  and  I  do  not  see 
how  you  could  check  such  cases. 

6472.  You  think  that  such  cases  can  only  be  dealt  with  by  general 
observation? — Yes,  by  the  police  and  householders.  Theoretically  every 
person  should  be  inspected,  but  practically  it  is  impossible,  you  cannot  do  it. 

6473.  Would  you  have  a  clause  in  the  Act*  empowering  any  member  of 
the  public  to  lodge  a  complaint  at  the  magistrate's  office  in  suspected  cases  ? — 
That  should  be  the  duty  of  householders, 

6474.  Suppose  a  person  met  a  native  along  the  road,  should  there  not  be 
some  power  to  enable  him  to  lodge  information  ? — I  think  so  :  it  should  be 
his  duty  to  do  so  in  the  case  of  wandering  lepers. 

6475.  In  the  case  of  leprosy  imported  from  the  sea  coast,  how  would 
you  deal  with  that  ? — Any  case  should  be  reported  by  the  medical  officer 
on  board  or  by  the  captain  and  it  should  be  treated  just  as  any  other 
infectious  disease  would  be.  Pratique  should  not  be  given  if  there  was  any 
leprosy  on  board  until  the  case  has  been  dealt  with ;  of  course  it  would  not 
be  necessary  to  place  the  vessel  in  quarantine,  it  would  be  sufficient  to 
remove  the  leper. 

6476.  Can  you  suggest  any  additional  means  for  preventing  unjust 
segregation  other  than  those  that  you  have  mentioned? — No.  I  might  say 
that  there  are  at  present  11  non-leprous  children  on  the  island  and  they  nre 
living  in  the  leper  wards.  It  is  proposed  by  the  Government  to  build  a 
hospital  for  these  cases  and  take  the  children  away  from  their  parents. 
Theoretically  it  is  an  excellent  plan,  but  practically  it  would  be  impossible 
to  carry  it  out  without  using  a  great  deal  of  violence  and  force.  I  foresee 
■great  difficulty  in  taking  these  children  from  their  mothers  and  placing  them 
in  a  separate  ward  near  by.  The  mothers  would  very  likely  hear  them 
crying  and  become  desperate.  The  attention  of  the  Government  has  been 
drawn  to  the  matter,  and  we  are  prepared  now  to  start  with  the  hospital,  but 
I  think  it  would  be  a  waste  of  money. 

6477.  What  other  method  would  you  suggest  for  separating  the  healthy 
children  from  their  diseased  parents  ? — There  is  one  child  who  has  paralysis 
and  hydrocephalus ;  it  lies  in  bed  all  day  and  the  mother  who  is  a  self -cured 
case  is  devoted  to  it.  I  am  certain  that  if  you  took  that  child  away  the 
mother  would  become  like  a  demon  and  you  could  not  manage  herj  and  if 
the  eleven  children  were  taken  away  there  would  be  eleven  demons  in  the 
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in  the  wards.    It  is  quite  bad  enough  to  take  the  mothers  away  from  the 
March  6th|  1894.   niainlaud  and  remove  them  across  the  sea,  but  it  would  be  dreadful  if  these 
children  were  taken  away  from  them  and  placed  in  an  asylum  within  sight 
of  their  mothers. 

6478.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Would  you  object  to  the  children  being  on  the 
mainland  ? — That  would  be  much  better,  but  it  would  be  difB.cult  at  first 
and  give  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  ill  feeling. 

6479.  Is  it  quite  a  wrong  thing  for  these  children  to  remain  with 
their  parents  do  you  think  ? — Theoretically  it  is  wrong,  but  practically  there 
would  be  very  little  danger  and  it  gives  the  patients  some  pleasure  in  life.  « 

6480.  Dr.  Herman.^  Why  do  you  think  there  is  practically  little* 
danger? — If  a  child  is  in  good  health,  there  is  no  danger  of  contracting  th^ 
disease. 

6481.  Have  you  anything  to  bear  out  that  statement  ? — Very  fey?j 
children  of  lepers  become  diseased. 

6482.  Is  there  not  a  leprous  child  on  the  island  living  with  its  mother  ^ 
— We  do  not  know  that  it  contracted  the  disease  from  the  mother.  TheJ 
di£B.culty  of  removing  children  forcibly  from  the  mothers  is  so  great  that  Ij 
would  be  more  inclined  to  leave  them  where  they  are. 

6483.  Either  leprosy  is  contagious  or  it  is  not ;  you  admit  that  it  is  con-| 
tagious.    This  person  on  the  island  it  would  seem  got  leprosy  some  time  agdL 
from  a  native  servant,  and  the  child  got  it  nearly  two  years  after  birth ;  do^ 
not  you  think  one  may  fairly  assume  that  it  contracted  the  disease  from  the  ■ 
mother  ? — It  may  be  so,  but  it  had  an  uncle  who  was  leprous  at  the  same 
time. 

6484.  Do  not  you  think  it  a  risky  thing  to  keep  eleven  children  with 
their  diseased  mothers  ? — Theoretically  I  would  say  remove  the  children  at 
once,  but  practically  it  is  a  difficult  matter.  My  contention  is  that  leprosy  is 
not  a  very  contagious  disease,  but  that  it  will  spread  if  the  recipient  is  a 
favourable  subject.  If  a  person  is  not  a  favourable  subject,  then  there  is  no 
fear  of  his  catching  the  disease. 

6485.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Are  not  children  favourable  subjects  ?■ — Yes,  if  they 
are  weak,  not  otherwise. 

6486.  Dr.  Herman.^  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  proportion  of  lepers  among 
the  young  is  much  greater  than  among  older  people ;  in  other  words,  that  it 
developes  comparatively  early? — Between  the  age  of  fifteen  and  thirty, 
according  to  the  Robben  Island  statistics. 

6487.  Taking  the  age  of  fifteen,  if  you  allow  an  incubation  period  of 
two  years,  would  make  the  age  thirteen  when  a  child  is  most  susceptible  to 
leprosy,  yet  you  would  recommend  that  eleven  healthy  children  should  be 
left  in  the  leper  wards  ? — I  do  not  say  that  they  are  particularly  susceptible. 

6488.  Dr.  Dodds.']  If  the  children  were  separated  before  they  came  to 
the  island  would  there  be  any  objection  ? — Certainly  not. 

6489.  Your  difficulty  is  rather  a  sentimental  one,  is  it  not  ? — Yes.    Of  | 
course  you  can  take  the  children  away  forcibly.    It  would  no  doubt  be  a| 
good  thing  to  remove  these  children  from  their  mothers,  but  the  risk  they 
run  is  so  small,  and  the  pleasure  they  give  to  their  parents  is  so  great  in  com  - 
parison,  that  of  the  two  evils  I  would  rather  let  them  stay  and  run  the  risk. 

I  think  there  is  not  much  fear  of  their  contracting  the  disease.  Jj 

6490.  If  the  risk  is  so  small  does  it  not  imply  that  there  is  very  little" 
reason  for  segregating  at  all  ? — My  idea  is  that  the  risk  of  contagion  is  not 
very  great  in  leprosy,  but  that  every  case  of  leprosy  is  nevertheless  due  to 
contagion. 

6491.  Chairman^]  Do  you  think  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in 
dealing  with  the  mothers  afterwards  if  you  removed  their  children? — I 
think  so. 

6492.  Dr.  Fismer."]  Is  it  not  advisable  for  the  future  to  refuse  in  every 
case  healthy  children  ? — I  think  so.    If  we  removed  the  children  now  there 
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would  be  such  a  row  that  you  would  never  be  able  to  keep  the  lepers  there  at 
all  without  bloodshed  perhaps.  ^^^'^^ 

6493.  Would  you  not  be  able  to  persuade  the  mothers  that  it  was  better 
for  the  children's  own  sakes  that  they  should  be  removed  ? — No  ;  they  will 
not  believe  that  the  disease  is  contagious. 

6494.  "Would  you  think  it  advisable  at  a  certain  age  to  take  them  away 
from  their  mothers  ?— When  they  are  older  or  when  the  mothers  die. 

6495.  Dr.  Herman.']  I  have  before  me  some  figures  dealing  with  the 
occurrence  of  leprosy  in  Trinidad  (Journnl  of  the  Leprosy  Investigation 
Committee,  December,  1891)  and  1  find  that  out  of  a  total  of  153  cases,  two 
occurred  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five,  twenty  three  occuried  between  the 

^,  ages  of  five  and  ten,  and  sixteen  occurred  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  fifteen  ; 
-'  therefore  out  of  153  cases,  forty  one  occurred  before  the  age  of  fifteen  ; 

looking  at  those  figures,  are  not  you  running  a  very  great  risk  in  keeping 
1  these  eleven  children  in  contact  with  lepers  ? — I  think  that  they  do  run  a 
risk  certainly. 

6496.  Is  not  the  risk  greater  than  if  they  were  older  ? — think  not. 

6497.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Do  not  a  good  many  mothers  come  to  the  island 
who  have  left  children  of  a  tender  age  at  home  ? — Yes. 

6498.  If  Ihe  difficulty  has  been  got  over  in  those  cases  why  should  it 
not  be  got  over  in  all  ? — The  mothers  do  not  think  they  are  going  to  remain 
on  the  island  for  ever.  It  is  the  children  who  have  been  left  behind  that 
distresses  the  mothers.  If  the  children  are  to  be  removed,  it  would  be  better 
for  them  to  be  removed  from  the  island  altogether,  as  their  remaining  there 
would  only  be  a  continual  source  of  irritation  to  the  parents. 

6499.  It  would  be  better  for  them  not  to  be  sent  to  the  island  at  all, 
would  it  not  ? — Yes. 

6500.  Where  is  the  ward  of  the  non-leprous  children  to  be  ? — In  the 
very  centre  of  the  institution  ;  no  site  is  definitely  fixed,  but  it  is  suggested 
that  it  should  be  there. 

6501.  Will  it  be  erected  immediately? — I  have  been  speaking  to  Mr. 
De  Smidt  about  it,  but  1  believe  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  matter 
should  be  left  in  abeyance  until  the  interim  report  of  the  Commission  is 
sent  in. 

6502.  Dr.  Fismer.~\  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  removing  these 
children  to  the  mainland,  would  any  institution  accept  them  ? — No,  no 
orphanage  will  take  them — one  of  the  patients  on  the  island  has  a  child  six 
months  old  with  her  and  it  is  not  affected.  To  remove  the  children  100 
yards  away  from  the  parents  and  debar  them  from  all  intercourse  would  be 
impracticable. 

6503.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  the  children  in  the 
village  so  that  the  mothers  could  occasionally  see  them  under  restrictions  ? — 
Yes,  that  would  be  better. 

6504.  Chairman.  \  But  you  think  if  the  children  have  to  be  removed 
it  would  be  better  to  remove  them  to  the  mainland  ? — I  think  so  ;  otherwise 
there  would  be  great  disturbance,  and  there  would  be  a  difficulty  in  carrying 
out  the  work. 

6505.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  not  you  think  there  is  something  very  terrible  * 
in  the  idea  of  allowing  healthy  children  who  are  not  capable  of  taking  care 

of  themselves  and  who  have  no  knowledge  of  the  risks  they  run  to  remain 
with  their  diseased  mothers  ? — It  has  been  allowed  for  the  last  200  years 
everywhere. 

6506.  On  the  same  line  of  reasoning,  must  we  not  give  up  segregation  ? 
-—I  do  not  say  give  it  up  altogether.  In  Norway  a  man  is  allowed  to  live 
with  his  family  provided  he  submits  to  certain  regulations,  consequently  the 
doctors  there  cannot  think  the  disease  is  so  dangerous. 

6507.  Chairman.'\  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  forbidding  children  for 
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the  future  being  sent  over  to  the  island  ? — I  would  prefer  their  being  sent 
to  the  mainland  if  they  are  to  be  separated  from  their  parents.  I  think  also 
children  should  not  be  sent  to  the  island. 

6508.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Suppose  there  was  a  modified  system  of  segregation, 
would  you  allow  leprous  mothers  to  suckle  and  nurse  their  children? — 
Certainly  not  if  they  were  in  the  ulcerated  stage. 

6509.  Is  not  that  done  in  the  asylum  ? — There  is  one  child  three  months 
old  ;  it  was  born  on  the  island  in  the  leper  ward  and  it  would  die  if  removed 
from  the  mother. 

6510.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  would  you  do  in  a  case  like  that  where  a 
woman  gave  birth  to  a  child  on  the  island,  would  you  allow  it  to  grow  up  to 
manhood  or  womanhood  with  the  lepers  ? — No,  I  would  not. 

6511.  When  would  you  remove  the  child? — If  the  mother  was  ver 
bad  she  would  probably  die ;  the  average  life  of  a  leper  is  about  five  year 
only  on  Eobben  Island.    The  child  could  then  be  removed. 

6512.  Are  there  not  cases  on  the  island  that  have  been  there  for  40  o 
50  years  ? — Self-cured  cases,  yes. 

6513.  Suppose  such  a  woman  had,  let  us  say,  a  family  of  children  on 
the  island,  would  you  keep  them  there  ? — She  could  not  have  a  family  of 
children  on  the  island  ;  she  might  have  one,  not  more. 

6514.  Dr.  Dodds.']  What  is  the  oldest  age  that  a  non-leprous  child  has 
attained  on  the  island  ? — The  oldest  non-leprous  child  in  the  leper  wards  is 
about  13,  but  it  has  not  been  living  there  all  the  time ;  it  has  only  been 
admitted  within  the  last  three  years. 

6515.  Dr.  Herman,  j  Are  there  no  children  who  were  born  far  back 
and  who  have  grown  up  to  manhood  or  wonianhood? — None  on  the  island 
that  I  know  of.    There  is  one  child  with  hydrocephalus,  but  I  see  no  reason 
why  that  child  and  the  mother,  who  is  self-cured,  should  not  both  be  dis 
charged  if  the  Commission  come  to  the  conclusion  that  these  cases  are  not 
dangerous  to  the  public. 

6516.  Did  not  you  recommend  that  cases  should  only  be  deemed  self 
cured  after  a  period  of  ten  years  absence  of  ulceration  ?— Five  years  ;  but  no 
hard  and  fast  rule  can  be  made  ;  each  case  should  be  treated  on  its  own  merits 

6517.  Of  your  own  knowledge,  has  this  woman  had  no  ulceration  for 
five  years  ? — No,  but  you  can  find  cases  where  patients  have  been  20  years 
without  ulceration. 

6517a.  Can  you  take  those  statements  as  reliable  ? — There  are  not  only 
the  statements,  but  you  can  see  from  the  amputations  at  a  glance ;  any  one 
who  has  studied  the  disease,  can  tell  when  the  ulcerative  stage  is  passed. 

6518.  How  do  you  recognize  the  age  of  an  ulcer  or  cicatrix  following 
ulceration  or  mutilation  ? — By  the  appearance  of  the  wounds.  It  is  only 
in  anaesthetic  cases,  where  the  disease  mutilates  the  hands  and  feet,  that  there 
is  any  chance  of  self-cure  at  all ;  in  the  other  forms  of  leprosy  ther§  is  no 
chance  of  self-cure ;  the  disease  gradually  goes  on  from  bad  to  worse  till  the 
patient  dies.  In  self- cured  cases  the  hands  may  only  be  partially  removed 
or  wholly  removed  up  to  the  wrist  or  above  the  wrist,  and  then  you  have  a 
cicatrix  formed  which  is  quite  characteristic.  If  you  see  it  you  can  tell 
at  once. 

6519.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Is  it  proposed  to  erect  an  observation  ward  for 
doubtful  cases  ? — Yes. 

6520.  For  how  many  patients  ? — Four  males  and  two  females. 

6521.  Where  is  it  to  be  placed? — In  the  leper  settlement. 

6522.  Is  it  proposed  to  build  it  at  once  ? — I  have  instructions  to  build 
it  at  once. 

6523.  Before  the  Commission  has  sent  in  its  interim  report  ? — Yes  ;  I 
would  rather  wait  if  possible,  but  I  have  instructions  to  start  at  once.  I 
would  be  only  too  glad  to  have  a  recommendation  to  wait. 
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6524.  What  has  been  the  greatest  number  of  lepers  admitted  on  any  — 
one  day ;  I  ask  in  order  to  get  information  as  to  the  accommodation  required 

jat  the  receiving  house  ? — The  greatest  number  from  the  Free  State  has  been 
about  forty. 

6525.  What  accommodation  do  you  think  the  receiving  house  ought 
to  have  ;  for  how  many  patients  ? — I  would  say  twenty,  ten  males  and  ten 
females. 

6526.  Do  you  think  that  more  lepers  could  be  accommodated  on 
Eobben  Island  V — I  think  we  could  accommodate  a  large  number  more.  The 
great  difficulty  is  the  water  supply. 

6527.  Chairman.']  What  is  the  population  of  the  island  now? — About 
1250. 

6528.  Does  that  include  everybody  ? — Yes. 

6529.  What  in  your  opinion  would  be  the  limit  to  the  population  ? — I 
Ido  not  see  why  it  should  be  limited  at  all ;  there  is  only  one  thing  limits  it, 

land  that  is  the  water  supply,  you  must  iuiport  the  food  supply. 

6530.  What  is  the  size  of  the  island  ? — It  is  seven  miles  in  circum- 
ference.   I  do  not  know  the  acreage. 

6531.  What  is  your  idea  as  to  the  total  number  of  popjilation  it  would 
sustain? — 2,000  easily  all  told,  that  is  to  say  we  have  water  for  that  number. 

1 6532.  Can  the  water  supply  be  obtained  on  the  island  ? — Yes,  for 
[Sanitary  purposes  and  irrigation. 
5j       6533.  Do  you  think  there  is  sufficient  room  for  2,000  people  ? — I  think 
!  so.    If  you  kept  up  an  average  of  2,000  lepers  constantly  it  would  be  a 
i  different  thing  altogether. 

V        6534.  Do  you  think  the  island  could  take  2,000  lepers  ? — Lepers  and 

(lunatics.    If  we  had  the  accommodation  we  could  take  another  700  people 
j  without  any  danger  of  overcrowding.    Of  course  the  accommodation  would 
ihave  to  be  provided,  but  there  is  no  fear  of  overcrowding  the  island. 
.        6535.  Dr.  Dodds.']   Have  you  enough  drinking  water  ? — There  are 
tanks,  and  each  pavilion  is  self-supporting  in  that  respect. 

6536.  Chairman.']  Has  not  the  island  been  used  as  a  cemetery 
everywhere  from  time  to  time  ? — Yes,  in  the  east,  not  in  the  west. 

6537-  Where  are  the  cemeteries  now  ? — On  the  east  shore,  about  half 
way  between  the  male  and  female  leper  wards. 

6538.  Dr.  Herman^  What  amount  of  cemetery  space  has  been  pro- 
vided in  the  past  ? — Unfortunately  graves  have  been  dug  all  over  the  place 
and  there  has  only  been  one  proper  cemetery. 

6539.  Have  you  attempted  to  calculate  what  space  would  be  required 
for  cemeteries  alone  in  the  next  25  years  say  on  the  island? — I  have  not 
calculated,  but  it  would  be  a  large  extent  of  ground.  We  have  lost  as  many 
as  138  patients  this  year. 

6540.  If  you  go  on  losing  20  per  cent,  of  the  lepers,  will  you  have 
ground  enough  to  bury  them  in  for  the  next  25  years  ? — I  do  not  think  we 
should  lose  anything  like  that  on  the  average. 

i  6541.  Do  you  think  there  is  room  on  the  island,  taking  into  account  the 
cemeteries,  refuse  ground,  water  supply,  recreation  ground  and  so  on, 
necessary  for  a  large  establishment  ?— I  think  there  is  plenty  of  room  on  the 
island  for  burial  purposes.  1  reckon  that  in  25  years  there  should  be  no 
lepers,  or  very  few. 

6542.  Is  it  advisable  to  go  on  adding  and  adding  to  the  number  of 
lepers  in  one  institution  ? — I  do  not  think  the  asylum  should  be  increased 
much  more ;  if  the  lepers  are  put  there  the  lunatics  must  be  removed.  The 
leper  asylum  should  not  be  much  increased,  although  there  is  plenty  of 
room.  I  mean  that  if  the  population  of  the  island  is  to  be  increased  beyond 
say  2,000  souls,  then  the  lunatics  should  be  moved  to  make  room  for  any 
additional  patients. 
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6543.  Looking  at  the  difficulties  of  management,  is  it  advisable  to  iu- 
March  6th,  1894.   crease  the  number  of  lepers  in  that  one  institution  ? — No.    I  think  it  would 

be  better  to  remove  the  lunatics,  but  if  you  ask  me  if  the  island  can  stand  a 
larger  population  I  say  certainly,  but  as  far  as  the  institution  goes,  it  is 
quite  large  enough  to  be  managed  under  the  present  arrangements. 

6544.  "We  have  it  in  evidence  that  the  water  supply  is  polluted  ;  if  you 
increase  the  population  of  the  island,  would  not  the  pollution  be  increased  ? 
— That  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  say  that  the  vvhole  establishment  is  quite 
large  enough.  It  could  stand  a  larger  population,  but  it  is  not  advisable  to 
increase  it. 

6545.  Chairman?^  What  is  the  medical  staff  ? — There  are  two  medica 
men,  and  a  clinical  assistant  has  been  added  lately. 

6546.  Is  the  clinical  assistant  a  third  medical  man? — No;  he  has  t 
take  cases.    He  is  a  third  year  medical  student. 

6547.  What  are  your  own  duties  as  superintendent  on  the  island  ? — 
am  lay  superintendent  and  medical  superintendent.  As  lay  superintendent 
have  sole  charge  of  the  island  in  every  way.  I  am  responsible  to  the  Govern 
ment  for  everything  that  goes  on  and  for  the  good  administration  of  th 
island  in  all  departments,  buildings,  and  everything  else. 

6548.  Do  you  find  that  that  necessarily  takes  up  a  large  part  of  your 
time  ? — It  takes  a  good  deal  of  my  time. 

6549.  Have  you  any  regulations  issued  to  you  by  the  Government  for 
conducting  the  business  of  the  island  ? — I  have  got  rules. 

6550.  Are  they  issued  to  you  by  the  Government,  or  are  they  drawn  up 
by  yourself  ? — I  have  drawn  up  rules  and  regulations,  but  they  have  not  been 
passed  yet.    There  are  also  rules  issued  by  the  Government  for  the  manage 
ment  of  the  Eobben  Island  Asylum  ;  they  were  drawn  up  by  my  predecessor,, 
submitted  to  the  Colonial  Office,  and  approved.    Those  are  the  rules  whic 
we  manage  under  now.    I  have  drawn  up  amended  rules,  which  have  no 
yet  been  sanctioned. 

6551.  Are  these  rules  written  or  printed  ? — They  are  printed.  I  canj 
furnish  you  with  a  copy. 

6552.  Do  they  cover  the  supervision  of  all  the  inmates  ? — Every  man'* 
duty  is  defined,  but  since  1891  the  asylum  has  increased,  and  the  work  has 
also  increased  in  different  departments,  so  that  the  rules  are  not  sufficient  for 
the  present  time ;  that  is  why  I  drew  up  amended  rules,  which  have  not  yet 
been  passed.  The  rules  for  1891  are  insufficient  for  1894,  owing  to  the 
increase  of  the  population  and  starting  new  departments  of  all  kinds.  There 
is  a  sanitary  department,  and  the  water  supply,  and  so  on,  which  were  not 
included  in  the  old  rules.  There  are  no  rules  for  instance  regulating  the 
distribution  of  water. 

6553.  Have  your  rules  been  submitted  to  the  Government? — Yes; 
correspondence  is  still  going  on  about  them,  and  has  been  for  the  last 
eighteen  months. 

6554.  Have  you  separate  rules  for  the  supervision  of  the  day  work  ? — 
Yes,  there  are  separate  rules  for  everything  and  for.  each  department,  day 
and  night. 

6555.  Do  the  rules  embrace  the  treatment  of  the  patients,  their  recrea 
tion,  employment  in  the  wards,  and  so  on  ?— Yes  ;  there  are  rules  for  outsid 
as  well  as  inside  patients. 

6566.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  do  you  find  that  the  administrative  duties 
alone  embrace  a  large  portion  of  your  time  ? — Yes. 

6557.  What  professional  duties  are  you  expected  to  discharge  ? — The 
work  is  divided  between  myself  and  Dr.  Todd.  At  present  I  am  attending 
to  the  male  lunatics  and  the  male  lepers  and  Dr.  Todd  attends  to  the  female 
lunatics  and  the  female  lepers.  He  has  in  addition  the  convicts,  and  then 
between  us  we  attend  to  the  healthy  residents  on  the  island. 
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6558.  Is  there  a  great  deial  of  work  to  be  done  ? — Yes.  ^  p^impey 

6559.  From  your  own  experience  is  there  time  enough  to  be  devoted  to       '  — 
the  scientific  aspect  and  study  of  the  disease  ? — Hardly  any.    It  is  as  much  ^'^'""^ 
as  we  can  do  to  get  through  the  ordinary  routine  work. 

6560.  Or  the  classification  of  cases  ? — No.  When  I  went  to  the  island 
a  little  more  than  two  years  ago  there  were  no  cases  taken. 

6561.  Dr.  Herman.^  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  best  cases  taken  on  the 
island  are  those  taken  by  Dr.  Eyre  ? — He  took  a  few  in  the  leper  wards, 

6562.  Did  he  not  take  a  number  of  cases  ? — In  those  days  there  were 
only  7  b  patients. 

6563.  Would  you  call  forty  eases  a  few  ? — 1  should  certainly. 

6564.  Chairman.']  What  number  of  cases  is  actually  taken  now  out  of 
700  patients  ?—  All ;  they  are  not  fully  taken,  but  we  have  got  a  good  deal 
of  information. 

6565.  I  gather  from  your  evidence  that  you  consider  you  are  under- 
manned ? — Quite  so. 

6566.  Does  that  apply  not  only  to  the  administrative  work  but  also  to 
the  welfare  of  the  patients  ? — I  think  so  certainly. 

6567.  Do  you  think  that  more  might  be  done  in  the  way  of  treatment  ? 
—Yes. 

6568.  Is  the  scientific  study  of  the  disease  neglected  now  owing  to  your 
want  of  assistance  ? — Yes,  we  make  time  when  we  can,  but  we  cannot  do 
connected  work  ;  one  is  liable  to  be  disturbed  at  all  times. 

6569.  W  hat  increase  in  the  medical  staff  would  you  suggest  ? — I  think 
one  more  would  be  sufficient. 

6570.  What  duties  would  you  be  disposed  to  allot  to  him? — A  share  of 
the  general  work ;  we  would  redistribute  the  work  then. 

6571.  In  selecting  a  medical  officer  for  such  an  appointment,  should  he 
ave  a  knowledge  of  pathology  and  bacteriology  as  well  as  being  available 
or  other  duties  as  well  ? — Yes. 

6572.  Would  two  assistants  be  desirable  ? — Perhaps  it  would  be  better 
to  have  an  assistant  to  help  in  the  ordinary  general  work  of  the  island  and 
have  a  pathologist  and  bact'^riologist  as  well  who  could  perform  post  mortem 
examinations.    We  cannot  examine  the  tissues  as  we  have  no  time. 

6573.  You  think  that  two  medical  assistants  might  be  appointed  ? — 
Yes  ;  one  for  general  and  the  other  for  special  scientific  work. 

6574.  In  the  event  of  your  illness  or  absence  from  duty,  who  does  the 
work;  have  you  any  substitute  ? — No.  The  last  time  Dr.  Todd  was  away 
giving  evidence  before  this  Commission  I  was  left  quite  alone.  I  was  laid 
up  for  two  days  with  bronchitis  and  was  unable  to  do  any  work.  I  should 
have  another  assistant  at  once. 

6575.  Dr.  Herman.']  Did  any  one  suffer  through  your  being  laid  up  ? — 
I  think  not,  there  were  no  very  urgent  cases  at  the  time  but  there  might 
have  been. 

6576.  Ohairman.]  How  long  were  you  kept  from  duty? — I  was  unable  to 
do  much  for  about  five  days  before  Dr.  Todd  left ;  after  he  left  for  the  first 
two  days  I  was  unfit  for  duty  and  could  not  do  anything. 

6577.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Lately  have  not  a  good  many  of  the  duties  devolved 
upon  the  assistant  lay  superintendent? — Yes,  Mr.  Jones  assists  me  with 
some  of  the  lay  work. 

6578.  Has  that  plan  worked  well  do  you  think  ? — It  is  not  wholly 
satisfactory.  I  have  a  good  staff  of  lay  workers,  and  what  I  chiefly  require 
is  medical  assistance,  to  do  justice  to  850  patients.  What  I  wanted  was  an 
additional  medical  man  and  not  a  lay  assistant.  The  appointment  of  a  lay 
assistant  did  not  meet  the  difficulty,  though  Mr.  Jones  has  done  his  best  to 
relieve  me  of  some  of  my  duties.  The  whole  instituti'-n  is  a  purely  medical 
oue  ;  everything  almost  hinges  upon  professional  matter,  so  that  a  lay  assistant, 
however  good  or  willing  he  may  be,  cannot  afford  much  real  assistance. 
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s  p^im  6579.  What  are  the  duties  delegated  to  the  assistant  lay  superinten- 

.^npey.  ^^^^  ^ — rpj^^  work  of  the  institution  may  be  roughly  divided  into  four  parts — 
March  6th,  1894.  \^  lunatic  asylums,  2,  the  leper  settlements,  3,  the  administrative  depart- 
ment, and  4,  the  works  department — the  two  first  are  purely  medical,  the 
fourth  is  in  charge  of  the  clerk  of  works,  the  third  is  partly  medical  and 
partly  lay.  In  this  departm(:nt  come  the  accounting  work  of  the  office, 
general  office  work,  the  bakery,  butchery,  stores,  dairy,  gardening,  laundry, 
water  distribution,  kc  Mr.  Jones  has  nominal  charge  of  all  the  lay  work 
of  the  administrative  department. 

6580.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  present  system  of  delegating  the 
work  ? — No. 

6581.  Can  you  suggest  any  alteration  ? — I  should  like  to  have  another 
medical  assistant  in  place  of  the  lay  assistant. 

6582.  i)o  yon  think  it  advisable  to  have  a  resident  magistrate  on  the 
island? — It  is  not  in  ray  opinion  necessary  to  have  a  magistrate  on  the  island. 

6588.  In  any  cases  of  dispute  does  it  not  rather  relieve  you  to  have 
a  magistrate  to  refer  cases  to  ? — It  might  have  been  so,  but  unfortunately 
it  has  not  been  the  case ;  and  besides  there  is  very  little  jurisdiction  on  the 
island  for  a  magistrate  among  the  patients  in  the  wards.  The  lunatics  are 
not  amenable  to  law,  the  law  does  not  allow  the  magistrate  to  punish  the 
lepers,  so  that  his  duties  are  confined  to  the  attendants  and  workmen,  whose 
offences  in  most  cases  could  be  dealt  with  by  the  chief  and  medical  super- 
intendent under  the  rules  for  management  of  the  institution,  as  breaches  of 
discipline.  I  am  thankful  for  Mr.  Jones'  services,  and  he  does  help  me  in 
many  ways,  and  if  I  required  a  lay  assistant  I  would  choose  him  before  any 
others  I  know,  but  the  whole  thing  hinges  on  the  fact  that  the  wrong  form 
of  assistant  was  afforded  me.  1  wanted  medical  help  which  unfortunately 
Mr.  Jones  is  not  able  to  give  me. 

6584.  Dr  Herman.']  What  procedure  would  you  adopt  before  firing 
upon  the  lepers  in  case  of  an  outbreak  ? — I  would  not  fire  upon  them  if  I 
could  possibly  help  it.  If  they  attacked  me  or  if  there  was  a  disturbance 
among  them  I  would  call  out  the  guards  who  have  revolvers,  and  try  and 
quell  it  in  every  way.  If  they  commenced  to  injure  the  guards  1  would 
have  to  shoot. 

6585.  What  authority  have  you  ? — I  have  no  authority  at  all. 

6586.  Would  you  not  have  authority  as  magistrate  ? — I  do  not  know. 

6587.  Would  it  not  be  necessary  to  read  the  Eiot  Act  first  ? — I  cannot 
say  ;  it  is  a  very  important  point. 

6588.  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  guards  have  drawn  their  revolvers  ? — The 
head  overseer  drew  his  revolver  on  one  occasion,  during  a  disturbance ;  it 
just  shows  what  might  happen. 

6589.  Is  it  advisable  to  arm  these  men  with  revolvers? — Certainly. 

6590.  Can  you  thoroughly  trust  them  with  firearms  ? — I  think  it  better 
that  they  should  be  armed  under  all  the  circumstances :  on  the  occasion  of  a 
recent  disturbance  the  lepers  were  not  unarmed ;  they  had  kerries  and 
stones. 

6591.  They  had  not  revolvers,  had  they  ? — No. 

\  65i^2.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  arm  the  guards  with  batons? — 

No ;  the  very  fact  of  their  having  revolvers  in  their  possession  is  a 
safeguard  against  an  outbreak. 

6593.  Can  you  give  the  amount  of  floor  space  in  the  wards  ? — A 
census  has  been  taken,  and  when  that  is  completed  the  information  will  be 
available. 

6594.  Do  you  keep  a  roll  of  the  patients  ? — Yes. 

6595.  How  do  you  arrive  at  the  number  of  vacancies  that  exists  ? — 
From  the  register  kept  in  the  general  office.  When  a  pavilion  is  completed 
the  number  of  beds  in  it  is  recorded  in  the  office.  The  total  number  of 
beds  is  therefore  known  by  the  register  clerk,  who  at  a  glance  can  tell  the 
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number  of  vacancies  .there  are  in    any  department   of  the  institution.      ^  p^^pey 
Vacancy  returns  are  forwarded  to  the  Colonial  Ofl&oe  and  to  the  Inspector  of       '   _  ' 
Asylums  every  week.    At  present  there  are  about  60  vacancies  in  the  male  ^^J""^  ^8^*- 
leper  wards. 

6596.  How  do  you  arrive  at  that? — We  have  a  register  carefully 
posted  up  :  a  clerk  keeps  it  and  he  reports  the  number  of  vacancies ;  every 
death,  admission,  or  discharge  is  reported  and  entered  in  the  register. 

6597.  Do  you  think  some  of  the  wards  are  overcrowded  ? — I  have 
reported  no  vacancies  in  the  female  leper  wards  for  the  last  two  months,  but 
the  patients  come  over  all  the  same  and  I  am  forced  to  accommodate  them. 
I  have  written  to  the  Government  to  say  that  if  they  send  over  any  more  T 
wll  send  them  back.  My  returns  are  practically  useless.  1  send  them  in 
according  to  instructions  every  Friday,  and  the  next  boat  day  one  or  two 
cases  came  over,  consequently  we  are  overcrowded  in  the  female  leper 
wards,  and  we  have  to  use  the  day  rooms  for  the  patients.  It  is  only 
temporarily,  however,  as  we  are  building  another  ward  for  the  female  lepers, 
to  hold  25  cases. 

6598.  As  to  the  self-cured  cases,  have  you  gone  into  them  thoroughly 
yourself  ? — Most  of  them.  I  am  going  through  them  now  and  getting  up 
the  history, 

6599.  Are  they  periodically  examined  by  yourself  ? — Yes.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  get  hold  of  all  the  lepers ;  we  have  about  540,  If  you  go  to  the  male 
leper  wards  at  any  time  except  at  night  you  will  not  find  the  men  there ; 
they  are  scattered  all  over  the  island,  fishing,  and  so  on.  Some  cases  you 
see  very  seldom  ;  they  come  in  late,  and  go  out  the  first  thing  in  the  morning. 
I  am  never  at  the  wards  later  than  five  o'clock,  except  on  special  visits. 

6600.  Chairman.~\  Do  not  they  come  in  to  their  meals  ? — Not  to  dinner 
very  often  ;  they  eat  the  fish  which  they  catch.  Some  of  them  almost  live 
down  by  the  water,  and  I  have  not  seen  them  for  months  ;  they  are  ofiE  the 
first  thing  in  the  morning,  and  nobody  knows  where  they  go  to — somewhere 
right  at  the  back  of  the  island  is  their  favourite  haunt. 

6601.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Do  you  miss  cases  altogether  in  that  way,  do  you 
think  ? — ^I  think  some  have  been  overlooked.  I  have  prepared  a  list  of  all 
the  cases  on  the  island  so  as  to  find  out  the  self-cured  cases,  but  I  have  had 
great  trouble  in  finding  some  of  the  patients.  I  am  preparing  a  table  for  the 
Commission  showing  all  the  self-cured  cases,  the  length  of  their  stay  on  the 
island,  and  various  other  details. 

6602.  Has  a  leper  ever  escaped  from  the  island  ?-  -No. 

660.5i.  Would  it  be  possible  to  do  so  by  getting  into  a  fishing  boat  for 
instance  ? — It  is' possible,  but  it  would  be  very  improbable.  One  man — the 
very  man  who  tried  to  smugsjle  the  meat  from  the  island,  and  who  was  one 
of  the  ringleaders  in  the  late  disturbance,  and  who  has  given  me  so  much 
trouble  lately— tried  to  get  away  in  one  of  the  cargo  boats.  This  was  shortly 
after  his  admission  and  before  his  character  was  known.  On  a  pass  obtained 
from  me  he  went  to  the  boatbouse  to  see  his  friends  off ;  he  got  into  the  boat 
somehow  and  hid  himself  under  some  things.  The  boat  was  being  rowed  to 
the  steamer  by  the  convicts  and  boatmen  when  he  was  discovered  and  brought 
back  to  the  shore. 
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Cape  Town,  Friday,  March  9th,  1894. 


PRESENT 


Dr.  Murray  [Chairman), 


Dr.  HofEman, 

7) 


Dr.  Herman, 
,,  Dodds. 


Fismer, 

y  Dr.  Kohler  further  examined 

Dr.  6604,  Ghaiyman.~\  Do  yoa  know  of  any  recorded  cases  where  lepros 

c.  xohiei-.  jjg^g  spread  through  vaccination  ? — No.  Inoculation  experiments  have  failed. 
March  9th,  1894.  6605.  Havo  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  disease  has  increased  in 

this  country  ? — No. 

6606.  Have  you  any  reason  to  associate  the  spread  of  the  disease  with 
vaccination  as  it  is  carried  on  in  this  country  ? — No. 

6607.  Do  you  consider  leprosy  contagious  in  any  of  its  forms  ? — No. 
'.Ve  know  the  microbes  of  tuberculosis  and  of  malaria,  and  both  diseases  can 
be  inoculated.  Still  they  are  practically  non  -contagious.  Leprosy  belongs  to 
the  same  category  of  diseases,  it  cannot  even  be  inoculated.  With  reference 
to  our  discussion  of  last  week  about  the  non- contagiousness  of  consumption 
allow  me  to  quote  some  authorities :  Williams,  report  on  the  Brompton 
Hospital  for  consumption  [British  Medical  Journal,  1882,  Sept.) ;  Fraser  (ib. 
1884,  Jan.);  Thompson  [Lancet,  1880,  Nov.);  Bennett  [British  Medical 
Journal,  1884,  Oct.)  Hirsch  in  his  histor-geograph.  Pathology,  1886,  comes 
to  the  conclusion  that  consumption  is  practically  not  to  be  considered  contagious. 

6608.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Does  Hirsch  deny  that  tuberculosis  can  be  for  the 
purposes  of  experiment  inoculated  upon  any  subject  ? — No  ;  that  can  be  done ; 
he  does  not  deny  that. 

6609.  Chairman?^  Do  you  in  any  way  connect  tuberculosis  and  leprosy  ? 
— So  far  there  is  some  resemblance ;  there  is  a  bacillus  of  tuberculosis  and  a 
bacillus  of  leprosy.  The  bacillus  of  tuberculosis  can  be  inoculated ;  but 
every  day's  experience  shows  that  consumption  is  not  contagious  in  ordinary 
life,  and  consumptive  people  are  not  a  source  of  danger  to  others.  It  is  just 
the  same  with  leprosy. 

6610.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Do  you  hold  that? — I  hold  that  they  are  not  a 
source  of  danger. 

6611.  If  a  father  and  mother  were  consumptive,  would  not  there  be 
every  likelihood  of  their  having -consumptive  children  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

6612.  Then  in  that  sense  there  is  a  danger,  is  there  not? — Yes,  but  not 
in  the  sense  of  contagion. 

6613.  Ghairman.]  Do  you  regard  that  as  spreading  the  disease  by 
heredity  ? — Yes,  hereditary  predisposition. 

6614.  Do  you  think  also  that  leprosy  might  be  spread  by  heredity  ? — 
Leprosy  seems  to  show  itself  more  in  some  families  who  have  a  predisposition 
to  it,  but  there  is  no  proof  that  it  spreads  by  heredity. 

6615.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  You  admit  that  it  is  possible  by  way  of  ^^experi- 
ment to  inoculate  leprosy,  do  you  not  ? — It  might  be  ;  it  has  not  been  done 
j  et ;  but  still,  as  there  is  a  bacillus  which  is  the  cause  of  the  disease,  it  is 
possible;  that,  however,  would  not  prove  that  the  disease  is  contagious  in 
ordinary  life. 

6616.  If  you  admit  that  for  the  purposes  of  experiment  you  could 
inoculate  leprosy  upon  a  patient,  do  not  you  think  it  would  follow  from  that 
that  the  disease  might  be  inoculated  in  other  ways  than  by  direct  scentific 
inoculation  ? — It  might  be,  but  it  does  not  happen,  there  is  no  proof  of  it. 
It  is  like  consumption,  it  might  happen  perhaps  in  a  very  few  cases,  which 
amounts  to  nothing. 

6617.  Still   you  admit  that  under  the  present  conditions  of  our 
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knowledge,  there  might  be  a  daagor,  do  you  not? — It  is  not  proved,  but  c.Kohhr. 
there  might  be  a  possibility.  — 

6618.  The  only  thing  you  want  is  the  absolute  proof  ?— Yes,  and  that  March  9th,  i894. 
it  often  happens. 

6619.  Do  you  not  think  the  very  fact  that  it  often  happens  in  families 
might  be  brought  forward  as  a  proof  that  it  is  contagious,  because  the 
members  of  a  family  would  often  times  be  in  contact  with  each  other  ?— 
There  are  many  cases  where  only  one  member  of  a  family  is  affected,  which 
speaks  against  contagion. 

6020.  Still  you  admit  there  might  be  such  a  possibility,  that  it  might 
be  argued  because  often  times  several  members  of  a  family  are  affected,  the 
disease  may  have  been  inoculated  ? — Yes,  that  might  be  argued,  but  there 
are  so  many  cases  against  it,  that  such  an  event  must  be  attributed  to  a 
common  source  of  infection. 

6621.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
leprosy  has  increased  in  the  Colony  ? — No. 

6622.  Have  you  made  any  study  of  the  statistics  in  the  Colony  with 
regard  to  leprosy  ? — I  have  read  several  reports,  but  I  have  no  personal 
experience.    I  never  saw  a  leper  in  South  Africa  outside  Kobben  Island. 

6623.  Have  you  been  to  Eobben  fsland  ? — Only  once. 

6624.  Dr.  Fismer.]  In  your  opinion  the  disease  is  not  contagious  ? — No. 

6625.  And  yon  do  not  believe  it  is  conveyed  by  heredity  ? — I  do  not 
say  that  I  do  not  believe  it,  but  it  is  doubtful. 

6626.  How  do  you  understand  that  in  some  families  a  great  many 
cases  have  occurred  ? — There  seems  to  be  a  predisposition  in  some  families 
more  than  in  others  to  acquire  the  disease  if  they  are  exposed  to  the  same 
influence  from  outside. 

6627.  Do  you  mean  an  hereditary  predisposition  ? — It  might  be  so. 

6628.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  outside  influences  might  cause  the  disease  ? 
— Yes,  that  is  my  opinion,  that  only  outside  influences  cause  the  disease, 
something  like  malaria. 

6629.  Have  you  seen  any  family  trees  showing  the  development  of 
eprosy  in  certain  families  ? — Yes,  but  against  that  I  can  bring  innumerable 
cases  where  only  one  member  of  a  family  is  affected. 

6630.  Chairman,  j  Have  you  any  cases  on  record  to  bear  out  the  state- 
ment that  only  one  member  of  a  family  is  affected  ? — Hirsch  says  :  — "  Out 
of  an  enormous  number  of  cases  I  will  mention  only  the  following,  Wortabet 
[Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  1880,  Oct.)  reports  on  a  case  in  Beirut,  Syria, 
in  which  a  leprous  woman  had  lived  for  many  years  with  husband  and 
children,  did  all  housework,  and  yet  husband  and  children  remained  healthy. 
Brunelli  (Eeport  on  leprosy,  '64)  says,  that  on  Crete,  127  persons  had  lived 
for  many  years  with  lepers,  without  one  of  them  contracting  the  disease. 
Manget  {ib.)  reports:  I  have  known  instances  (in  Guazana)  where  black 
women  have  cohabited  for  years  with  their  husbands  while  labouring  under 
confirmed  and  ulcerative  leprosy,  and  had  children  by  them  without  mani- 
festing the  slightest  trace  of  the  disease.  Planck  [British  Medical  Journal., 
1880),  reports  cases  of  lepers,  who  had  married  two  or  three  women,  without 
infecting  one.  Similar  reports  are  published  by  Bidenkap  (  Vorsk  Magazine., 
1858),  Bolle  from  the  Canaries,  Benson  from  New  Brunswick  (Report  on 
leprosy,  1867),  Saturnin  from  Trinidad  [ih.^  Ebden  from  the  Cape  Colony 
{ih.)  &c." 

6631.  Dr.  Fismer.^  Are  not  those  single  cases.  Our  experience  is,  that 
where  you  find  one  case  in  a  family  you  can  trace  it  in  other  generations  ? — 
This  would  not  prove  contagiousness.  There  may  be  hereditary  pre- 
disposition to  acquire  the  disease  in  some  families,  as  there  is  in  the  case  of 
tuberculosis,  but  the  importance  of  inheritance  is  not  so  great.  The  Indian 
Leprosy  Commission  could  trace  a  possible  true  family  taint  in  the  direct 
line  in  from  five  to  six  persons  only  of  all  cases  examined,  which  amounted 
to  considerably  oyer  2,000. 
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c  Knaer  6632.  Dr.  Dodds.j  I  understand  that  yon  do  not  limit  yourself  to  say- 

—  ing  that  leprosy  is  not  very  contagious,  but  you  say  that  it  is  not  contagious 

March  9th,  1894.  jjj  q^^j  (Jegree  at  all  and  never  is  contagious  ? — Yes,  I  do  not  know  of  any 
cases  where  it  has  been  proved  conclusively  to  be  contagious.  Contagious 
diseases  spread  in  quite  a  different  way. 

6633.  Dr.  Herman.^  I  understand  that  you  do  not  base  your  opinion  as 
to  the  non-contagiousness  of  leprosy  upon  your  own  personal  experience,  but 
simply  upon  the  reports  that  you  have  before  you ;  what  reports  do  you  refer 
to?—  I  bave  already  quoted  Hirsch,  second  edition,  1883. 

6634.  That  is  simply  a  compilation,  is  it  not? — Yes,  but  a  recognised 
work  of  reference. 

6636.  Had  Hirsch  hiuiself  any  personal  knowledge  of  leprosy  ? — I  do 
not  know.    In  1879  he  travelled  in  South  Kussia. 

6636.  Did  he  investigate  tbe  disease  scientifically  or  clinically  ? — Cou 
cerning  his  personal  experience  I  know  nothing. 

6637.  TJpon  what  scientific  evidence  do  you  base  your  opinion  as  to  the! 
non-contagiousness  of  leprosy  ? — Hirsch  bases  his  conclusion  on  the  following, 
reasons : — (1)  The  narrow  confinement  of  leprosy  to  single,  often  very  small 
centres,  in  spite  of  free  communication  of  the  inhabitants  with  the  neigh 
bourbood  and  under  most  unfavourable  hygienic  conditions,  for  instance  in 
Southern  Eussia  in  tbe  Caucasus,  in  the  northern  districts  of  Persia,  in  IS'ew 
Brunswick.  Eeally  contagious  diseases  would  not  remain  confined  like  this. 
(2)  The  confinement  of  the  disease  at  some  places  with  a  mixed  population 
to  certain  races  in  spite  of  free  intercourse.  (3)  in  innumerable  cases  only 
one  member  of  a  family  or  one  spouse  was  affected  with  the  disease.  (4) 
Doctors,  attendants,  or  inmates  of  leproseries  did  not  contract  the  disease, 
even  after  receiving  wounds  from  knives,  moistened  witb  the  fluid  of  a  leper. 
(5)  The  disease  does  not  spread  abroad  from  the  leproseries,  (6)  There  are 
numerable  cases,  in  which  Europeans  contracted  leprosy  in  leprous  countries 
and  settled  afterwards  at  home,  without  spreading  the  disease  in  their 
neighbourhood. 

6638.  Have  you  investigated  those  original  reports  ? — No,  but  Hirsch 
has  done  so. 

6639.  Are  they  opinions  or  the  statement  of  facts  derived  from  personal 
observation  and  clinical  study  ? — They  are  reports  from  medical  men  who 
have  had  practical  experience  of  leprosy. 

6640.  Is  it  not  your  experience  that  in  dealing  with  the  subject  of 
leprosy  people  simply  express  a  preconceived  opinion  without  carefuUyj 
studying  actual  facts  ? —  the  reports  referred  to  are  from  doctors  who  have  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  disease ;  they  bave  studied  it  like  the  Medical 
Superintendent  on  Eobben  Island. 

6641.  What  are  the  dates  of  the  reports  ?-  1858,  1868,  1874,  1880,  &c..  || 

6642.  Do  you  think  at  the  present  stage  of  medical  knowledge  it  is  worth 
while  going  back  so  far  as  lb58 ;  would  not  any  report  of  that  date  be  based 
on  an  incomplete  knowledge  of  the  disease  ? — In  that  case  Sir  James  Simp- 
son's classical  History  of  Leprosy,  published  1842,  could  not  be  so  highly 
valued  as  it  still  is. 

6643.  If  attendants  on  lepers  seldom  acquire  the  disease,  does  that  prove 
that  there  is  an  absence  of  contagion  ? — No,  not  decidedly ;  you  must  take 
all  facts  as  a  wbole. 

6644.  Attendants  in  lock  hospitals  do  not  become  affected  with  syphilis 
very  often,  do  they  ?—  If  they  cut  themselves,  or  if  tbey  have  abrasions  of 
the  skin,  they  would  get  affected. 

6645.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  attendants  in  lock  hospitals  hardly  ever 
become  affected  with  syphilis  ? — Yes,  because  they  are  very  careful,  but, 
there  are  cases  in  leproseries  where  tbe  virus  gets  into  wounds  and  yet  the 
recipient  is  not  affected. 

6646.  Dr.  Munch,  speaking  of  leprosy  in  South  Kussia,  states,  "I 
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know  on  the  other  hand  of  three  priests  contracting  the  disease  who  casually 
administering  the  sacrament  to  lepers,  naturally  had  aot  the  safeguards  used 
in   a  leper's   home."       He   also  mentions   cases   of   attendants  on  the 
sick  becoming  affected.    In  a  paper  by  Dr.  Impey  in  the  last  number  of 
ithe  S->uth  African  Medical  Journal,  he  says,  "  We  know  further  that  those 
who  come  most  in  contact  with  lepers  are  also  most  likely  to  contract  the 
disease,  and  in  the  Sandwich  Islands  9  per  cent,  of  the  nurses  and  attendants 
became  diseased,  I  believe?"    Such  cases,  in  which  persons  who  came  in  close 
j  contact  with  lepers,  were  overcome  by  the  disease,  cannot  be  regarded  as  a 
proof  for  the  contagiousness  of  leprosy,  because  these  persons  could  as  easily 
I  contract  the  disease  without  this  contact,  living  as  they  were  in  a  country 
'where  leprosy  is  endemic.    The  rare  occurrence  of  such  cases  on  the  other 
hand  strongly   supports   the   view  of   non-contagiousness.    Dr.  Impey's 
opinion  clashes  with  that  of  Dr.  Dixon  aud  Dr.  Eoss.    I  could  mention  very 
many  reports  of  medical  men  of  long  personal  experience  testifying  that 
attendants,  &c.,  did  not  contract  the  disease.    Also  the  Indian  Leprosy 
Commission,  1893,  confirms  this  general  experience:  all  the  persons,  who 
had  lived  many  years  in  close  contact  with  lepers,  either  as  their  attendants 
or  being  retained  in  asylums  on  the  suspicion  of  being  lepers,  and  who  were 
seen  and  examined  by  the  Commissioners,  have  remained  untaiated,  with 
ione,  or  perhaps  two,  exceptions. 

6647.  Have  you  any  other  facts  against  the  contagiousness  of  leprosy  ? 
Leprosy  does  not  spread  from  leproseries  to  the  surrouudiugs. 

6648.  Upon  what  do  you  base  the  fact  ? — Hirsch  mentions  cases. 
6648a.  Dr.  Fismer.^  Are  you  sure  that  Hirsch  has  not  changed  his  opinion 

during  the  last  10  or  15  years,  seeing  how  greatly  medical  science  has 
advanced? — During  that  time  (since  1883)  medical  science  as  to  leprosy  has 
not  advanced.  Since  1874,  when  Hansen  discovefed  the  leprosy  bacillus, 
no  further  progress  has  been  made,  and  his  discovery  brought  no  light  into 
^  the  darkness  of  the  pathogenesis  is  of  leprosy.  There  was  consequently  no  reason 
for  Hirsch  to  change  his  opinion,  especially  not  in  face  of  the  report  of  the 
Indian  Commission,  whose  reasons  for  the  non-contagiousness  of  the  disease 
in  1893  coincide  exactly  with  those  of  Hirsch  in  1883.  Surely  their  facts  are 
new  enough,  neither  can  they  be  called  a  compilation  Commission  as  their  report 
is  based  on  personal  and  scientific  investigation.  But  also  the  old  facts  still 
hold  good.  Bargigli  reports  that  on  Mytilene  the  wretched  lepers  leave 
the  leprosery  and  tramp  as  beggars  through  the  island.  Notwithstanding  this, 
a  transmission  of  the  disease  has  not  occurred  (L'Union  med.,  1878.)  Boeuk 
Says  the  same  with  reference  to  Bergen,  where  the  lepers  of  the  asylum  had 
free  intercourse  iu  the  town  (Carter,  Report  on  leprosv  in  Norway,  1874.) 
Dr.  Dixon  reports :  the  evid once  gathered  from  officials  and  patients  long 
resident  on  Eobben  Island  shows  that  there  is  no  authentic  instance,  with 
possibly  one  exception,  of  any  non-leprous  person  on  the  island  having  con- 
■■eacted  the  disease,  either  direct  or  indirect,  with  the  leper  residents."  As  to 
Hne  possible  exception  it  cannot  be  heid  that  there  is  conclusive  proof  that 
Ithis  solitary  case  originated  by  contagion.  (Journal  of  the  Leprosy  Investiga- 
tion Committee,  1891).  Dr.  Eoss  says  :  I  havenever  known  of  a  case  of  leprosy 
having  been  contracted  on  the  island,  although  they  mix  there  freely." 
(Report  of  Select  Committee,  Cape  Colony,  1889). 

6649.  Dr.  Herman.^  If  syphilis,  which  is  an  eminently  contagious 
disease,  is  not  likely  to  spread  in  that  way,  how  do  you  expect  that  leprosy 
will  ? — If  syphilitic  persons  were  confined  in  a  place  without  being  treated 
and  mingled  with  others,  no  doubt  the  disease  would  spread.  It  is  a  frequent 
occurrence,  also  according  to  my  experience,  that  a  syphilitic  servant  girl 
infects  a  child  by  kissing  ;  the  sores  of  the  child  are  considered  innocent  and 
treated  with  house  remedies ;  by  degrees  the  same  rash  appears  upon  the  mother 
and  some  children ;  then  tlie  doctor  is  sent  for,  who  is  terrified  to  find  nearly 
the  whole  family  affected  with  syphilis.  The  way  in  which  contagious  diseases 
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c  KoMcf  spread  is  quite  opposed  to  that  of  leprosy.  Syphilis,  for  instance,  appeared  in 
—  '  America  only  in  the  16th  century,  imported  from  Europe,  and  in  its  spread 
March  9th,  1894.  ^ijerc  it  followed  the  immigration  aud  colonisation  from  east  to  west,  progress- 
ing so  that  the  development  of  syphilis  in  America  represents  the  grade  of  the 
progress  which  civilisation  has  made  at  the  various  parts  of  this  continent. 
The  history  of  small-pox  in  America  commences  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the 
first  European  immigrants ;  wherever  these  sooner  or  later  settled  they  brought 
the  disease  to  the  natives. 

6650.  Does  not  that  apply  to  leprosy  ? — No. 

6661,  In  the  Sandwich  Islands  it  would  appear  that  9  per  cent,  of  th" 
attendants  and  nurses,  become  affected,  and  you  state  that  leprosy  does  n 
spread  from  centres  ;  have  you  anything  to  prove  that  ? — Hirsch  says,  "  on 
of  the  facts  which  contradict  the  contagiousness  of  leprosy  is  the  narrow  con. 
finement  of  the  disease  to  single,  often  very  small  centres,  in  spite  of  free  com' 
munication  of  the  inhabitants  with  the  neighbourhood,  even  under  the  mos 
unfavourable  hygienic  conditions,  which  are  especially  fit  to  promote  a  sprea 
of  the  disease.    This  applies  to  the  extension  of  the  disease  on  the  Sout' 
Russian  steppes,  in  the  Caucasus,  in  the  northern  districts  of  Persia,  in  New 
Brunswick,  from  where  also  Jeffries  [Lancet,  1875),  says  :  "  I  do  not  know 
where  non-contagiousness  of  leprosy  is  better  proved  than  among  those  de- 
scendants of  one  French  family  that  brought  the  disease  to  New  Brunswick." 
This  moreover  applies  to  many  other  places. 

6652.  I  have  here  a  report  upon  leprosy  in  South  Russia  by  Dr.  Munch 
(Journal  of  the  Leprosy  Investigation  Committee,  July,  1891),  and  he  says  : 
"  In  Turkestan  leprosy  is  not  uniformly  spread.  There  are  villages  here  and 
there  where  we  meet  with  a  large  percentage  of  lepers,  sometimes  1  in  100." 
Again  in  the  Government  of  Astrachan  where  the  inhabitants  consist  of 
Cossack3  and  peasants,  the  Cossacks  who  have  adopted  sevet-e  segregation 
measures  against  the  lepers  are  almost  entirely  free  from  leprosy,  while  the 
peasants  who  have  not  adopted  such  rigorous  measures  are  still  considerably 
affected.  Also  the  Tartars  in  the  same  Government,  who  live  in  complete 
isolation,  and  never  with  rare  exceptions  hold  communion  with  Russians,  are 
not  affected  by  leprosy  at  all  and  do  not  even  know  its  name.  Does  not  that 
distinctly  controvert  the  statement  of  Hirsch  ? —No,  that  wholly  confirms 
the  statement  of  Hirsch.  To  controvert  them  you  would  have  to  prove  that 
leprosy  has  spread  from  these  parts  to  others.  But,  on  the  contrary,  it  has 
decreased  since  the  beginning  of  this  century,  although  no  segregation 
measures  were  adopted.  These  statements  of  Hirsch  are  further  corroborated 
by  the  Indian  Leprosy  Commission,  1893.  They  say,  leper  communities 
in  India  have  never  acted  as  centres  around  which  and  from  which  leprosy 
has  been  diffused  amongst  the  population.  Segregation  or  partial  isolation 
cannot  explain  this,  as  in  places  like  Amritsar  the  lepers  are  not  restricted  in 
any  way. 

6653.  Chairman.~\  Would  not  you  recognize  different  strengths  in  con- 
tagious diseases,  some  spreading  more  and  some  less,  and  some  not  at  all  ? — 
There  are  different  strengths. 

6654.  Dr.  Hermanr\  Do  you  not  think  the  very  horrible  nature  of  the 
disease  tends  t(-  make  people  avoid  lepers  ? — That  may  be  the  case  usually, 
but  there  are  cases  where  people  are  not  afraid  of  lepers. 

6655.  Ghakmanr\  Do  you  know  any  places  where  people  have  no  fear  of 
mixing  with  lepers  ? — Yes.  Dr.  Kynsey,  the  Surgeon-General,  Ceylon,  says  : 
"Leprosy  is  not  considered  contagious  in  Ceylon,  and  lepers  are  not  generally 
shunned  by  their  relatives  or  friends  for  fear  of  infection  "  (Leprosy  in  foreign 
countries,  1886.)  On  Formosa  it  is  not  considered  contagious,  and  contact 
with  lepers  is  not  avoided  ( Ihin.,  1891).  Vinkhuizen  quotes  from  an  official 
report  of  Dr.  Uhiig,  who  for  many  years  made  observations  concerning 
leprosy  in  Surinam,  Batavia  :  "  Since  I  am  here  in  the  establishment  of 
Batavia,  in  whose  neighbourhood  600  Indians  live,  I  see  them  daily  coming  here 
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or  lepers  going  to  them,  they  eat  and  drink  together  from  the  same  dishes,       ^  ^^-^^ 
they  lodge  with  each  other,  wear  each  others  clothes,  and  most  remarkable  of  — 
all,  they  smoke  one  and  the  same  pipe  or  cigar,  which  svanders  from  the  ^^^'"^ 
mouth  of  one  to  the  mouth  of  another.    This  intercourse  exists  as  long  as  the 
establishment  exists,  i.e.,  over  forty  years,  and  for  ail  that  no  Indian  has  been 
infected." 

6656.  Do  you  think  those  people  would  be  sufficiently  cultivated  to 
understand  the  gravity  of  the  disease  :  would  you  attach  much  importance  to 
that  report  ? — It  proves  the  fact  that  these  persons  lived  in  close  contact, 
smoked  the  same  pipes,  and  so  on,  and  yet  there  was  not  a  single  case  of 
infection. 

6657.  Dr.  Herman.']  Was  the  author  of  those  statements  merely  a  casual 
observer  who  looked  at  the  matter  through  a  telescope,  or  did  he  carefully 
investigate  and  study  it  ? — For  a  long  time  he  lived  in  leprous  centres  and 
studied  the  disease. 

6658.  You  mentioned  the  case  of  Mitylene.  I  have  a  report  on  leprosy 
in  Crete,  and  what  occurs  in  th(^  one  part  of  the  Levant  would  also  occur  in 
the  other  very  likely,  with  the  same  population  and  under  the  same  circum- 
stances. I  find  that  in  Crete  the  lepers  are  usually  turned  out  of  their  own 
villages  by  the  inhabitants,  and  they  go  to  one  of  the  three  leper  villages 
which  exist  outside.  Would  not  the  same  condition  of  things  be  likely  to  exist 
at  Mitylene  ?—  There  is  also  a  leper  village  in  Mitylene,  but  many  of  the  lepers 
tramp  as  beggars  through  the  island  (Bargigli,  P  tfni  on  med,  1878).  On  the 
smaller  islands  of  the  Archipelago  they  are  perfectly  free  in  their  movements. 
In  Constantinople  also  they  are  to  be  seen  in  the  streets,  and  in  contact, 
without  any  restraint,  with  the  rest  of  the  population. 

6659.  Do  you  regard  leprosy  as  a  disease  which  invariably  kills  after  a 
certain  number  of  years  ? —  Yes. 

6660.  How,  therefore,  would  new  cases  originate  ? — We  do  not  know  ; 
I  suppose  from  endemic  sources,  just  like  other  non-contagious  endemic 
diseases, 

6661.  If  they  come  from  endemic  sources  how  is  it  that  even  where  the 
disease  is  endemic  cases  do  not  come  from  centres  where  the  disease  has  not 
pre-existed  ? — It  has  come  from  centres  where  there  have  been  no  cases  be- 
fore ;  Hirsch  says  in  regard  to  such  single  cases  which  have  originated  in 
regions  where  leprosy  as  endemic  has  been  extinct  since  centuries  :  "these 
cases  remain  as  to  their  genesis  just  as  mysterious,  as  the  expiration  of  the 
disease  m  former  times  ;  in  short  here  we  are  arrived  at  the  end  of  our  know- 
ledge." Such  cases  have  been  published  by  Berndt  in  Kausels  (Memorabilia, 
III);  Wilson,  [Lancet  l^bQ)  ;  Busels  (Karite,  Berlin,  1858);  Vourse  [Med. 
Times  and  Gaz.^  1865) ;  Steiidener  (Erlangen,  1867}  ;  Gaskoin  {Brit.  Med. 
Journ.,  1873,  December,  and  Med.  Times  and  Gaz.,  1878,  January  and  May; 
Langlans  (Yirchow's  Archiv,  1876);  Donor  (Yen- York  med.  Eecord  1875, 
November)  ;  Yidal  (Gaz,  des  hopit.  1875);  Kohler  (Berl.  Klin,  Work,  1877, 
J^o.  46) ;  Breuer  (Yierteljahrschs.  fiir  Dermatol  188U,  YII.),  and  others. 

6662.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  do  you  know  that  those  were  actually  cases 
of  leprosy '? — Yes,  they  were.  The  diagnosis  of  many  was  confirmed  at 
European  Universities. 

6663.  You  are  aware  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in  the 
diagnosis  of  leprosy,  are  you  not  ? — Yes,  sometimes,  but  those  were  actual 
cases,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  it. 

6664.  Are  you  aware  that  last  year  a  case  of  supposed  leprosy  caused  . 
a  great  scare  in  England,  which  on  investigation  was  found  to  be  something 
quite  different  ? — Doubtful  cases  are  frequent,  yet  more  frequent  are  clear 
cases  ;  and  the  above  were  clear  cases.  No  doubt  leprosy  was  confined  to 
some  places  for  100  years  and  longer,  and  has  not  spread  like  small-pox  or 
syphilis.    That  proves  that  it  is  not  a  contagious  disease. 

[G.  10— '94.]  ccc 
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G  ^hur  6665.  Is  it  possible  to  compare  leprosy  with  small-pox  or  syphilis? — 

—  Yes,  frr.m  the  point  of  view  of  ooutagion. 

March  9th,  1894.  gggg         Dodds.']  Has  uot  leprosy  spread  very  rapidly  in  the  Sandwich 

Islands  ? — Yes,  but  that  is  an  exceptional  instance  and  does  not  prove  con- 
tagiousness ;  other  diseases  which  arc>  not  contagious  have  spread  in  the  same 
manner ;  for  instance,  malaria  also  spreads  in  the  same  way  outside  malarial 
districts. 

6667.  Chairman.']  Can  you  quote  any  instances? — There  have  been 
epidemics  of  malaria  just  like  influenza. 

6668.  Do  you  mean  malarial  fever  ? — Yes.    Intermittent  fever. 

6669.  Becoming  pandemic? — Yes.  Speaking  of  malarial  epidemics 
Hirsch  says:  "they  frequently  spread  over  vast  tracts  of  country,  sometimes 
even  they  develope  into  regular  pandemics,  progressing  over  whole  continents." 
As  far  back  as  1657  and  1558  we  find,  that  such  a  pandemic  jhad  invaded  the 
Avhole  of  Europe.  The  next  one,  concerning  which  we  have  accurate  reports, 
lasted  from  1678-1682,  then  follow  others  from  1718-1722,  1748-1750, 1770- 
1772  and  1779-1783.  Now  comes  an  interval,  in  which  malarial  fevers  had 
disappeared  altogether  from  the  scene  of  national  plagues,  and  also  there 
where  they  are  endemic,  they  had  considerably  decreased,  when  in  1806  a 
malarial  pandemic  arose,  which  invaded  a  large  part  of  Europe,  lasted 
till  1812  and  coincided  with  a  malarial  epidemic,  which  prevailed  from 
1800-1811  over  a  large  part  of  southern  India.  Uuring  the  next 
ten  years  malarial  fevers  were  again  confined  to  their  endemic  centres,  where- 
upon one  of  the  most  severe  pandemics  arose,  which  prevailed  nearly  over 
the  whole  surface  of  the  earth  and  lasted  from  1823-1827.  The  next  pan- 
demic was  from  1845-1849,  then  from  1855-1860,  then  from  1866-1872. 
Another  not  less  interesting  phenomenon  which  frequently  has  been 
observed,  is  the  formation  of  new  malarial  centres  or  an  enormous 
increase  of  the  disease  in  regions  which  have  been  completely  exempt 
from  it  or  where  it  was  practically  unknown  before,  and  that  without 
any  changes  in  the  ^oi\  having  taken  place.  A  parallel  case  to  the  increase  of 
leprosy  on  the  Sandwich  Islands  is  the  appearance  of  malaria  in  Mauritius  and 
Eeunion,  where  malarial  fever  was  practically  unknown,  when  in  1866  a 
malaria  epidemic  arose,  which  lasted  for  many  years,  and  now  the  disease 
seems  to  have  become  endemic  there.  Many  similar  instances  could  be  quoted. 
And  yet  malarial  fever  is  a  markedly  non-contagious  disease  ;  it  does  not  spread 
from  individual  to  individual. 

6670.  Dr.  Herman.  \  The  malaria  of  science  is  not  the  malaria  meant 
there  by  Hirsch  is  it  ? — Yes,  it  is  the  intermittent  or  common  low  fever. 

6o71.  If  Hirsch  includes  under  the  heading  malarial  fever  as  we  know 
it,  do  you  think  his  statement  is  to  be  relied  upon  ? — I  rely  upon  it.  You 
find  the  same  statement  in  every  good  work  on  pathology,  also  in  Ziemsen's 
cyclopsedia. 

6672.  Does  not  Hirsch  say  that  cholera  has  occurred  in  the  Cape 
Colony,  whereas  we  all  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  such  is  not  the  case  ? — No, 
on  the  contrary,  among  the  countries  which  have  been  perfectly  free  from 
cholera,  Hirsch  distinctly  names  the  Cape  Colony  (page  304). 

6673.  Chairman.']  Do  you  regard  Hirsch  as  a  compiler  merely  or  has  he 
studied  leprosy  and  other  diseases  personally  ? — Hirsch  is  professor  at  the 
University  of  Berlin  and  has  studied  the  diseases  he  refers  to. 

6074.  The  reports  to  which  you  have  referred  are  simply  compilationSj 
are  they  not  ? — Yes^  but  Birsch  is  an  acknowledged  work  of  reference. 

6675.  Would  you  not  recognize  the  fact  that  a  man  who  makes  a  com- 
pilation is  necessarily  guided  by  statements  made  by  various  authorities  and 
is  unable  to  go  into  the  vast  mass  of  such  statements  and  check  them  for  him- 
self ? — He  must  rely  upon  the  truthfulness  of  the  statements  and  check  them 
like  an  historian. 
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6676.  There  is  therefore  a  possible  source  of  error,  is  there  not  ? — I 
might  ask  in  reply,  why  should  yon  believe  the  accuracy  of  the  statements 
quoted  on  the  other  side.  "  March  9th,  1894. 

6677.  With  reference  to  the  spread  of  leprosy  by  heredity,  do  you 
recognize  the  possibility  of  its  spreading  in  that  way? — Possibly  it  may. 

6678.  By  heredity  do  you  mean  pre-disposition  ? — Yes. 

6679.  Do  you  think  that  leprosy  in  this  country  spreads  under  those  « 
conditions? — I  have  no  experience  as  to  that. 

6680.  Do  you  think,  speaking  generally,  that  the  disease  spreads  in  that 
way  ? — It  seems  that  some  families  are  more  liable  to  get  it  than  oth^  rs 

6681.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  that  from  your  observation 
of  cases  in  this  country  ? — No,  but  it  seems  to  be  admitted  by  nearly  all 
writers  on  the  disease.  Anyone  who  is  exposed  to  the  endemic  influence 
may  get  it,  but  persons  with  a  family  taint  are  more  liable  than  others.  But 
the  hereditary  predisposition  alone  is  not  sufiicient  to  develope  the  disease. 
The  Indian  Leprosy  Commission  (1893)  state,  that  with  one  exception  all  Ihe 
children  at  the  Almora  Orphanage,  born  of  leper  parents,  but  sepai-ated  from 
them  and  carefully  looked  after,  remained  health)'.  Dr.  Hansen  found,  that 
of  the  descendants  of  160  leprous  individuals,  who  had  emigrated  from 
Norway  to  North  America,  none  had  become  lepers.  Of  the  original  160 
lepers  only  17  are  now  living  and  there  are  no  new  cases.  (Arib  f.  Derm, 
and  Syph.,  1889).  Dr.  Bookmann  estimates  that  there  must  be  in  Minnesota 
about  100,000  persons  of  Norwegian  descent  whose  ancestors  were  lepers, 
and  yet  leprosy  never  appears  amongst  them  ;  all  the  leprous  Norwegians  in 
the  State  are  imported. 

6682.  Dr.  Ilojynan.  ]  What  would  you  prove  from  that  ? — It  seems  to 
prove  that  leprosy  does  not  spread  either  by  hereditary  transmission  or 
contagion. 

66o3.  Chairman.^  Would  you  recognize  in  that  case  that  those  families 
had  different  surroundings  and  probably  a  different  diet  ? — That  may  be  so  ; 
the  main  point  is  they  were  remote  from  the  endemic  influence. 

6684,  Dr.  Hoffman.']  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  germs  of  the 
disease  might  arise  out  of  the  ground  ?  — Yes,  like  malaria. 

6686.  Would  not  the  surroundings  of  those  people  be  different  in 
America  from  what  they  were  in  Norway  ? — lixactly.  I  should  say  that  the 
reason  for  the  absence  of  the  disease  is  that  they  were  away  from  the  source 
of  infection. 

6686.  Would  it  not  be  a  great  help  to  them  to  be  away  from  the  source 
of  infection  ? — Yes. 

6687.  What  would  you  consider  was  the  source  of  infection  in  their 
case  ? — In  Norway  the  disease  is  endemic.  If  you  take  a  person  [>redisposed 
to  malaria  to  another  place  which  is  free  from  malaria,  he  is  away  from  the 
source  of  infection. 

66 88.  Do  you  acknowledge  that  there  is  a  source  of  infection  ? — Yes, 
certainly,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  the  disease  is  contagious,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  follows  that  it  is  not  contagious. 

6689.  How  does  it  follow  that  it  is  not  contagious  when  there  is  a  source 
of  infection  ? — Take  the  case  of  malaria.  If  persons  live  in  a  district  where 
malaria  is  endemic,  very  likely  they  might  contract  the  disease,  but  still 
malaria  is  not  contagious  If  they  go  away  from  the  place  they  do  not  infect 
other  people  with  whom  they  come  in  contact. 

6690.  Are  you  quite  positive  that  malaria  is  not  contagious  ? — It  is  a 
generally  recognized  fact  that  malaria  does  not  spread  from  person  to  person, 
although  it  is  caused  by  microbes  and  can  even  be  inoculated.  The  general 
idea  is  that  the  microbes  germinate  in  the  soil  and  are  inhaled.  But  they 
have  not  yet  been  found  beyond  the  human  body,  nor  have  they  been  culti- 
vated.   When  I  mentioned  this  at  the  last  meeting,  Dr.  Herman  contradicted 
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—  masi-Crudeli,  but  the  bacillus  discovered  by  this  savant  in  1879,  has  been 

Maroh  9th,  1894.  f^^^^  to  be,  like  many  thousands  other  bacilli,  a  harmless  inhabitant  of  the 
Eoman  Campagna.  The  discoverer  of  the  malaria-parasites  is  Laveran,  a 
French  military  surgeon.  They  have  only  been  found  in  the  blood,  and  all 
cultivation  experiments  iiave  failed.  With  regard  to  their  existence  beyond 
the  human  body,  only  conjectures  can  be  made.  (Mancaberg,  Vienna 
1893.) 

6691.  Dr.  Herman.'j  As  a  matter  of  fact  has  not  the  germ  of  malaria 
been  discovered  and  cultivated  ? — No ;  it  has  never  been  cultivated, 

6692.  Has  not  a  later  observer  than  Laveran  actually  cultivated  the 
germ  ? — No,  they  have  not  succeeded,  and  as  far  as  I  know  also  the  leprosy 
bacillus  has  not  been  discovered  outside  the  body,  nor  cultivated. 

6693.  Bj-.  IIofman.~\  In  the  report  of  the  Indian  Leprosy  Commission 
it  is  stated  that  the  bacilli  have  been  found  in  the  dust  removed  frota  leper 
huts  ;  are  you  aware  of  that  ? — The  report  says  :  "  Bacilli  were  never  found 
in  the  dust  removed  from  leper  huts,  though  doubtful  bacilli  were  obtained  on 
examining  earth  from  the  footwalks  of  the  Almora  Asylum.'' 

6694.  Dr.  Herman.'j  Do  you  know  any  modern  authority  of  repute  who 
denies  that  leprosy  is  both  infectious  and  contagious  ? — I  am  not  acquainted 
with  all  the  literature  on  the  subject,  but  I  shall  quote  some  authorities.  Dr. 
Sandreczi,  director  of  the  hospital  for  children,  Jerusalem,  says  :  "  I  am 
obliged  to  declare  that  the  result  of  my  researches  gives  me  the  conviction 
that  leprosy  is  by  no  means  contagious,  and  that  consequently  the  exclusion 
or  isolation  of  the  patient  is  both  a  useless  and  a  cruel  measure."  (Lancet 
August,  1889.)  Dr.  Freeland,  Government  Medical  Officer  in  Antigua, 
West  Indies,  says  that  the  contagionists  are,  in  this  part  of  the  world  at  least, 
in  a  decided  minority  (British  Medical  Journal,  October,  18S9.)  Dr.  Dunn, 
Professor  of  Dermatology  in  the  Minnesota  Hospital  College,  says  :  "At  the 
present  day  the  great  majority  of  dermatologists  teach  that  leprosy  is  not  con- 
tagious, at  least  not  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term.  There  is  no  evidence 
to  show  that  the  malady  has  in  any  instance  spread  by  contagion  in  a  country 
where  leprosy  is  not  endemic."  [No7'th-west Lancet,  1888.)  Mr.  J.Hutchinson 
says  the  same  with  regard  to  the  many  lepers  who  come  to  Europe  from 
abroad,  remain  there  and  mix  freely  with  the  public  ;  not  a  single  precaution 
against  contagion  is  ever  taken,  and  yet  the  disease  never  spreads.  (Journal  of 
the  Leprosy  Investigation  Commission  No,  1, 1890.)  Dr.  Kynsey,the  Surgeon- 
General,  Ceylon,  says:  "  Leprosy  is  not  considered  contagious  in  Ceylon.  It 
is  in  my  opinion  not  contagious  as  syphilis  and  the  exanthematous  diseases. 
There  io  no  conclusive  evidence  in  the  hospital  records  of  communicability  by 
direct  contact  with,  in  close  proximity  to,  diseased  persons."  (Leprosy  in  Foreign 
Countries,  !  886.)  Mr.  Wheeler,  the  British  Consul  of  Bogota,  South  America, 
in  his  report  for  1890  to  the  Foreign  Office,  observes :  "  For  more  than  one 
hundred  years  that  these  places  have  been  the  chosen  resort  of  lepers  in  all 
stages  of  the  disease,  who  have  mixed  freely  with  the  other  inhabitants  of  the 
district,  there  is  no  case  on  record  of  the  disease  having  been  contracted  by 
contagion."  Dr.  Robner,  Professor  of  Dermatology  in  Berlin,  denies  the  con- 
tagiousness of  leprosy.  (International  Dermatology  Congress  at  Vienna,  1892.) 

6695.  At  all  events  you  would  consider,  would  you  not,  that  the  fact 
of  the  Indian  Commission  having  reported  that  it  is  infectious  and  contagious 
is  very  important  ? — The  fact  is  very  important  indeed,  but  this  report  is 
explicitly  in  favour  of  non-contagiousness.  The  Indian  Commission  take 
leprosy  to  be  an  infectious  disease,  that  is,  one  caused  by  a  specific  microbe, 
the  bacillus  leprae,  but  as  such  not  necessarily  contagious,  as  shown  by 
malaria-pneumonia.  The  scientific  and  practical  meaning  of  contagion  should 
always  be  kept  separate.  Although  a  given  disease  in  a  scientific  classifica- 
tion of  diseases  may  have  to  be  placed  amongst  the  contagious  ones,  it  may 
yet  be  practically  non-contagious  under  ordinary  conditions  and  surround- 
ings.   The  Commissioners  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that,  though  leprosj'^ 
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must  be  classed  amongst  the  contagious  diseases,  yet  the  risk  of  contagion  is  ^,  ^^^^^^^ 
so  small  that  it  may  practically  be  disregarded,  and  the  attention  of  — 
legislators  should  therefore  bs  directed  towards  the  removal  of  predisposing 
factors.  Also  the  statement,  repeatedly  made  that  the  [ndian  Commis- 
sion had  found  5  per  cent,  of  the  cases  to  be  caused  by  contagion,  is  based  on 
a  misunderstanding.  They  found,  that  of  all  the  people  who  confessed  to 
have  lived  in  close  family  intercourse  with  lepers,  only  6  per  cent,  contracted 
it  by  contagion,  and  disregarding  all  other  possible  causes  of  acquiring  the 
disease,  they  claim  this  to  be  a  weak  point  in  the  theory  of  contagion.  But 
they  are  not  at  all  of  opinion,  that  these  5  per  cent,  contracted  it  by  con- 
tagion, on  the  contrary  they  say  explicitly,  in  no  case  could  contagion,  or 
the  possibility  of  it,  be  demonstrated  free  from  objection. 

6696.  Chair  man. ']Y  on  are  aware,  are  you  not,  that  there  is  a  Segregation 
Act  in  force  in  this  Colony  ? — Yes. 

6697.  Are  you  in  favour  of  segregation  as  applied  to  lepers  ? — No. 
G698.  Will  you  give  us  your  reason  for  that  ? — Firstly  because  I  consider 

that  the  dis(jase  is  not  contagious,  and  secondly  even  if  you  consider  it  to  be 
contagious  it  is  so  in  a  very  small  proportion  of  cases.  I  consider  that  segre- 
gation is  quite  useless  and  it  would  not  stamp  out  the  disease.  There  are 
many  countries  where  segregation  exists,  and  still  it  has  not  stamped  out  the 
disease.  And  in  other  countries,  where  nothing  has  been  done,  leprosy  has  . 
decreased  or  even  disappeared.  In  China  for  instance  there  are  leper  villages 
and  yet  the  disease  is  very  widely  spread. 

6699.  Are  tliere  any  records  to  show  what  leper  establishments  exist  in 
China  ? — The  leper  villages  in  China  are  well  known. 

6700.  Do  you  know  under  what  conditions  those  leper  villages  are 
governed,  or  what  access  the  people  living  outside  the  villages  have  to  them  ? 
— I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  strictly  isolated. 

6701.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  leprosy  in  China? — I  only  know 
that  the  disease  is  very  widely  spread.  I  cannot  say  to  what  extent  isolation 
is  strictly  carried  out.  1  may  say  that JDr.  Taylor,  of  Fuh  Chow,  states  that 
a  mandarin,  about  sixty  years  ago,  desirous  of  stamping  out  leprosy,  having 
invited  all  the  lepers  to  a  great  feast  in  the  hospital,  surrounded  it  with  sol- 
diers and  then  set  it  on  fire.  Sinc3  then,  if  a  man  is  known  to  have  leprosy, 
he  is  at  once  sent  off  to  the  hospital.  But  for  all  that  the  disease  did  not 
die  out.  (Thin,  1691. j  Eichard,  in  his  History  of  Tonquin,  states:  "In 
Tonquin  leprosy  is  so  common  that  there  are  pieces  of  land  assigned  where 
those  attacked  by  it  must  reside.  They  are  shut  out  from  society,  and  it  is 
even  lawful  to  kill  them  if  they  enter  cities  or  towns."  For  all  that  leprosy 
is  still  common  in  Tonquin. 

6701a.  Is  there  any  other  countiy  which  you  can  quote  in  support  of 
your  opinion  ? —There  is  a  stati-racnt  by  Dr.  Corney  that  the  natives  of  Fiji 
were,  until  quite  recent  years,  in  the  habit  of  killing  all  affected  persons  as 
soon  as  they  developed  breaks  of  surface,  or  80on  after.  (Thin).  But 
leprosy  still  exists  on  Fiji.  A  lso  at  Dutch  Guiana  and  at  Hawaii  segregation 
was  useless.  On  the  other  hand,  in  South  Eussia  leprosy  was  very  prevalent 
during  the  last  century  until  the  beginning  of  this  century,  and  since  then  it  has 
considerably  decreased  without  anything  being  done.  The  same  has  happened 
in  New  Zealand  ;  also  in  Norway  the  disease  is  disappearing  without  strict 
segregation,  just  like  formerly  in  other  parts  of  Europe. 

670  Are  you  acquaintsd  with  the  former  history  of  Europe  as  regards 
segregation  ? — Yes  ;  although  segregation  existed,  it  was  not  strictly  carried 
out;  lepers  were  allowed  to  move  about ;  there  was  no  general  law;  every 
town  had  its  own  law. 

6703.  Are  there  not  records  to  show  that  there  were  a  great  many  asy- 
lums in  various  parts  of  Europe  ? — Yes;  but  there  was  no  strict  segregation. 

6704  Are  you  aware  that  at  one  time  leprosy  was  very  prevalent  in 
Europe  ? — Yes, 
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March  9th,  1894.   moved  freely  about  the  streets  and  markets.    This  cannot  possibly  have 
stamped  out  the  disease,  neither  materially  moderated  it. 

6706.  How  did  the  disease  become  lessened? — We  do  not  know.  Just 
like  in  oiher  countries,  where  nothing  whatever  was  done. 

6707.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  You  are  aware  that  measles  sometimes  appear  in 
one  place  and  ultimately  disappear,  to  what  would  you  ascribe  that? — I 
should  say  because  the  complaint  has  affected  all  those  persons  who  had  not 
been  affected  before  ;  it  disappears  again,  after  all  the  disposed  ones  have  ha 
it. 

6708.  Po  you  consider  leprosy  a  parallel  case  ? — No. 

6709.  Nor  small-pox  and  scarlet  fever? — No. 

6710.  Do  those  diseases  die  out  simply  because  they  have  infected  mo 
of  those  capable  of  being  infected  ? — Yes. 

6711.  But  you  do  not  say  it  is  the  same  in  regard  to  leprosy? — N 
certainly  not. 

6  / 12.  Therefore  there  must  be  some  other  reason  lo  account  for  th 
disappearance  of  leprosy,  must  there  not  ? — Yes,  there  must  be,  but  what  i 
is  we  do  not  know.  There  are  other  non-contagious  diseases,  like  malaria 
for  instance,  which  increase  in  some  countries  and  then  decrease  again,  with- 
out any  changes  having  taken  place  ;  they  appear  in  countries  where  they 
have  never  been  before,  but  you  cannot  say  why. 

67 IB.  Chairman 7\  Are  you  entirely  opposed  to  segregation  as  a  remedy 
for  leprosy  for  the  reasons  you  have  given  ? — Yes.  I  could  give  yuu  other 
instances  to  show  that  it  is  not  a  remedy.  I  might  refer  you  to  British  and 
Dutch  Guiana ;  in  both  countries  lepros}'  is  endemic.  In  British  Guiana 
there  has  been  and  is  no  effectual  segregation,  whilst  in  Dutch  Guiana  there 
is. 

6714.  Have  you  any  information  at  your  disposal  to  show  how  the  establish- 
ments there  are  carried  on  and  under  what  conditions  ? — In  British  Guiana  the 
negroes,  it  is  stated,  mix  freely  with  lepers,  whilst  in  Dutch  Guiana  any  sus- 
pected person  found  to  be  a  leper  by  a  medical  committee  is  sent  to  a  leper 
establishment.  (Thin,  1891.)  Moreover,  the  ex]3erience  in  Hawaii  has  been 
the  reverse  of  encouraging.  Mr.  Meyer,  agent  of  the  Board  of  Health  ai  the 
leper  settlement,  Molokai,  in  his  report  dated  April,  1886,  observes  that 
segregation  has  now  been  practised  for  twenty  years,  and  the  result  is  that  there 
are  as  many  lepers  as  ever  ;  more  than  at  the  commencement.  (Tebb,  1893.) 
Dr.  Fitch,  formerly  medical  superintendent,  Molokai,  Hawaii,  says  :  "  Segre- 
gation began  in  18GG  in  Hawaii,  and  since  that  time  has  been  followed  out 
with  a  really  brutal  severity.  Yet  there  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  that  the 
disease  has  decreased  ;  at  least  I  know  of  no  such  evidence.  From  all  I  hear 
from  there  the  proportion  of  lepers  continues  as  great,  if  not  greater,  than  it 
has  been  for  years;  both  the  total  numbei',  and  the  prDportionate  number  of 
cases  would  seem  t  o  have  steadily  increased.  Bring  these  three  facts  togethe 
In  India,  up  to  IcSlS,  lepers  were  buried  alive  to  get  rid  of  them,  aud  sti 
tlie  difease  persists.  In  Norway  the  disease  is  disappearing  without  segre 
gation,  for  putting  two  cases  out  of  five  into  hospitals,  where  they  are  allowe 
to  carry  on  their  handicrafts,  and  selling  the  products  to  those  outside,  ca 
not  be  called  segregation.  In  Hawaii,  where  as  thorough  segregation  as  th 
Government,  aided  by  public  opinion,  can  enforce,  is  carried  out,  the  disease 
steadily  increases."  {^New  York  Medical  Record.,  September,  l-:r92.) 

6716.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  in  Norway,  owing  to  segregation,  leprosy  has 
decreased  by  more  than  one  half;  in  1856  there  were  2,900  lepers,  in  1885 
1195,  and  during  that  period  tiie  number  steadily  fell,  with  the  exception 
of  a  slight  rise  in  1859  ? — I'his  is  a  fact,  but  it  is  not  owing  to  segregation. 
In  Norway  the  lepers  decreased  from  2871  in  1857  to  1195  in  1885,  although  { 
there  was  no  segregation.    Only  a  few  hundred  of  the  thousands  were  in  I 
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lospitals,  and  even  these  moved  about  freely.  Only  in  1885  a  law  was 
)as8ed  rendering  the  segregation  of  lepers  compulsory,  and  since  then  they 
tept  on  gradually  decreasing.  Even  now  isolation  is  not  absolute  in  Norway.  March  9th,  i894. 
riie  doors  and  gates  are  not  kept  locked,  and  the  inmates  of  the  asylum  may 
be  sometimes  met  in  the  neighbouring  roads,  those  who  have  no  ulcerations 
being  allowed  to  go  out.  They  are  kept  in  on  market  days,  and  at  Trond- 
hjem,  and  probably  at  other  places,  they  are  permitted  to  enter  houses  or 
clWirches,  or  come  in  contact  with  other  people.  (Thin).  The  deduction, 
that  such  a  non- segregation  caused  the  decrease  of  leprosy  in  Norway,  is 
iquite  arbitrary  and  cannot  be  upheld  for  a  moment. 

I      6716.  Does  not  that  go  in  favour  of  modified  segregation  ?  —No.  Leprosy 
decreased  in  countries  where  nothing  whatever  was  done. 

6717.  With  regard  to  the  condition  of  things  in  Hawaii,  the  .official 
i-eturns  show  that  in  1890  there  were  1213  in  custody  of  the  Board,  and 
there  was  an  actual  decrease  of  98  cases  when  segregation  was  adopted  ;  are 
you  aware  of  that  ? — In  Hawaii  segregation  began  in  1866,  when  the  number 
3f  lepers  reported  in  a  census  was  stated  to  be  230.  In  1886,  after  brutally 
severe  segregation  had  been  practised  for  20  years,  there  were  650  lepers  in 
the  settlement  on  Molokai,  in  1888  there  were  850,  in  1890,  1200. 

6718.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  people  are  afraid  of  the  disease 
ind  separate  themselves,  and  in  this  way  it  may  die  out  ? — In  families  they 
live  in  close  intercourse.  In  New  Zealand,  according  to  the  report  of  Dr. 
Thomson,  it  was  considered  that  the  disease  had  become  less  frequent  during 
:he  last  20  years,  and  it  was  decreasing  there  without  anything  having  been 
ione.    {Brit,  and  For.  med.  Chirurg.  Review^  185i.) 

6719.  As  a  matter  of  fact  in  Australia  and  also  in  New  Zealeaud,  has 
here  not  been  a  strict  Segregation  Act  passed  ? — Only  quite  recently  in  New 
South  Wales. 

6720.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  voluntary  segregation? — Yes  ; 
[  would  recommend  that,  and  if  patients  are  poor  I  would  provide  for  them. 

672 -  .  When  you  use  the  term  "  voluntary  segregation,"  do  you  imply 
that  it  should  be  with  the  consent  of  the  patients  themselves  ? — Certainly. 

6722.  How  would  you  carry  that  out,  you  would  have  a  certain  number 
3f  persons  who  would  consent  and  a  certain  number  who  would  not  ? — I  only 
say  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  those  who  have  no  friends  and  cannot 
help  themselves. 

6723.  Do  you  think  it  would  have  any  appreciable  effect  in  lessening 
the  disease  ? — No. 

6724.  Holding  your  views,  would  you  treat  such  patients  in  the  general 
liospitals  ? — The  popular  feeling  is  against  that,  it  would^  be  better  to  have 
special  hospitals  or  at  least  to  keep  them  separate  from  the  other  patients. 

6725.  Your  own  feeling  I  take  it,  is  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  ob- 
jection to  letting  such  cases  be  treated  in  the  ordinary  hospitals? — I  see  no 
objection  personally. 

6726.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  there  is  any  other  method  of  dealing 
with  the  disease  ? — Certain  restrictions  might  be  imposed. 

6727.  Would  you  approve  of  small  asylums  being  built  where  patients 

1-  could  go  voluntarily  ? — Yes. 
6728.  Would  you  isolate  a  husband  say  from  his  wife  and  family  under 
those  conditions  ? — If  they  like. 

6729.  You  would  allow  freedom  in  such  eases  ? — Yes.  I  think  leper 
patients  might  be  allowed  to  live  in  their  owu  homes  and  move  freely  among 
the  rest  of  the  population. 

6730.  Would  you  approve  of  lepers  being  allowed  to  hawk  fruit  and  so 
on  ? — I  think  some  exception  ought  to  be  taken  to  such  cases. 

6731.  Should  a  leper  be  allowed  to  sell  meat,  butter,  sweets  and  so  on? 
— No,  certainly  not. 
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c  Kohier  6732.  Why  not,  if  you  say  there  is  no  risk  of  contagion  ? — It  is  not  a 

_  pleasant  idea  to  buy  such  things  from  a  leper  who  may  have  sores  upon  him, 

March  9tii,  1894.  6733.  Would  you  make  some  provision  against  that  ? — I  would  recom- 

mend a  law  to  prevent  lepers  from  hawking  things  about. 

6734.  If  you  prevent  lepers  acting  as  hawkers  or  salesmen  how  would 
you  reconcile  it  with  your  previous  statement  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
adopt  segregation  or  do  anything  ? — I  say  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  have 
compulsory  segregation  ;  it  is  another  question  whether  we  should  do  any- 
thing at  all.  > 

6735.  Are  you  in  favour  of  passing  a  law  to  debar  lepers  from  entering;* 
upon  trade  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

6736.  Would  you  allow  lepers  to  come  into  an  hotel  and  dine  at  a  com- 
mon table  with  healthy  people  ;  would  you  dine  there  yourself  for  instance 
under  such  circumstances  ? — It  is  the  hotel  keeper's  own  buisness  if  he 
allows  it.  I  would  not  care  to  dine  with  a  leper,  not  because  I  am  afraid  of 
contagion,  but  because  of  its  repulsiveness. 

6737.  »You  would  object  on  sentimental  grounds  I  understand  ?  — Yes  ; 
there  is  no  risk  of  contao;ion.  I  would  leave  the  table  if  a  leper  was  there 
certainl}^,  or  any  person  with  open  sores. 

6738.  How  would  you  guard  the  public  against  the  risk  ? — You  cannot 
do  so,  each  can  do  has  he  pleases. 

6739.  Do  you  admit  that  there  is  a  risk  ? — jNo. 

6740.  Would  you  debar  lepers  from  eating  at  a  common  table  out  of 
respect  to  public  opinion,  more  as  a  matter  of  sentiment  ? — Yes. 

6741.  Would  you  be  prepared  to  allow  lepers  to  live  with  healthy 
people  under  anv  conditions  in  the  same  house  and  among  their  families  ? 
—Yes. 

6742.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Would  you  do  absolutely  nothing  to  check  the  pro- 
gress of  the  disease  ? — My  opinion  is  that  you  cannot  do  anything  beyond 
adopting  hygienic  measures. 

6743.  Would  you  try  to  improve  the  hygienic  surroundings,  the  same 
as  in  the  case  of  other  diseases  ? — Yes. 

6744.  Are  there  any  regulations  that  you  would  make  with  reference 
to  sanitary  arrangements  ? — Yes. 

6745.  But  not  specially  directed  against  leprosy  ? — No,  generally. 

6746.  Is  it  not  at  all  events  wise  that,  under  the  circumstances  of  this 
country,  segregation  should  be  continued  as  an  experiment  ? — I  think  the 
experiment  ought  not  to  be  made,  because  it  is  not  proved  that  lepers  are  a 
danger  to  the  public.  As  lona;  as  you  cannot  prove  conclusively  that  thay 
are  such  a  danger  and  that  the  disease  is  contagious,  such  an  experiment 
ought  not  to  be  made,  it  is  too  stringent  a  measure. 

6747.  Dr.  Herman.  ^  If  J ou  took  an  area  which  was  known  not  only 
by  actual  historical  evidence  but  by  observation  to  be  perfectly  fr(ie  from  lep- 
rosy, and  that  on  the  introduction  of  one  case  of  leprosy  withiu  a  certain 
number  of  years  an  enormous  number  of  cases  has  developed,  what  would 
you  consider  in  all  likelihood  was  the  cause  in  the  sequence  of  events  ? — 
That  it  was  imported  by  that  person. 

6748.  Would  you  say  that  it  spread  from  that  one  case  ? — How  it 
spread  is  a  different  question  altogether. 

6749.  In  what  way  is  it  a  different  question  altogether  ;  is  there  any 
disease  that  you  know  of  which  can  spread  in  that  way  which  is  not  spread 
from  an  individual  ? — Malaria  and  chronic-goitre  for  instance. 

6750.  I  am  speaking  of  a  locality  where  such  a  disease  has  never  been 
known  before  ? — Malaria  and  chronic-goitre  have  spread  as  epidemics  in  locali- 
ties where  they  had  never  been  before,  and  yet  it  is  known  that  they  are  not 
propagated  by  persons  suffering  from  them. 

6751.  Dr.  Hoffmanr^  Can  you  prove  that  it  has  arisen  without  any  single 
individual  having  imported  it  ? — It  can  be  proved  that  they,  although  markedly 
non-contagious,  spread  as  quickly  as  leprosy  on  the  Sandwich  Islands. 
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6752.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  up  to  a  certain  date  the       ^  Koiihr 
Sandwich  Islands  were  perfectly  free  from   leprosy,  and  that  within  a  very  * 
short  time  leprosy  spread  and  increased  to  an  enormous  extent  from  the  intro- 

dnction  of  single  cases ;  how  do  you  explain  tbaf  upon  any  other  supposition 
than  that  it  was  due  to  contagion,  spreading  from  individual  to  individual  ? — 
It  is  not  a  fact  that  leprosy  on  the  Sandwich  Islands  spread  from  the  intro- 
duction of  single  cases,  on  the  contrary  this  fact  turned  out  to  be  a  fable  ten 
years  ago  already.  Dr.  Hillebrand  had  spread  the  news  that  leprosy,  which 
had  been  unknown  on  the  Islands  before,  had  been  imported  therein  1848  by 
Chinese  immigrants,  and  had  spread  within  a  very  short  time  to  an  enormous 
extent.  In  consequence  of  this  report  the  Academy  of  Science  in  Berlin  sent 
Dr.  Arming,  in  1884,  to  Hawaii,  in  the  hope  that  some  exact  facts  might  be 
ascertained  with  regard  to  the  etiology  of  the  disease.  When  Dr.  Arming 
arrived  in  Honolulu  it  soon  appeared  that  the  report  was  false.  Exact  investi- 
gations showed  that  leprosy  had  been  endemic  on  the  Islands  long  before  the 
immigration  of  the  first  Chinese,  in  fact  longer  than  any  account  could  be 
ascertained.  The  only  certain  fact  was,  that  the  disease  had  uncommonly 
increased  in  the  course  of  the  last  twenty  years. 

6753.  Do  not  you  think  after  all  it  is  likely  that  leprosy  may  spread  in 
the  same  way  as  cholera  or  influenza,  which  until  recently  were  not  thought 
to  spread  by  contagion  ? — There  is  no  convincing  proof  that  it  spreads  by 
contagion. 

6754.  Do  not  you  think  that  any  other  explanations  are  rather  artificial  ? 
— Not  at  all.  It  would  be  rather  artificial  to  maintain  that  malaria  spreads 
from  individual  to  individual,  because  it  sometimes  developes  to  an  epidemic. 

6755.  How  do  you  explain  that  for  ages  aad  ages  the  general  belief  of 
people  in  all  countries  has  been  that  leprosy  is  highly  contagious  ? — In  many 
countries  they  do  not  believe  that  it  is  contagious.  Besides,  the  public  con- 
found it  with  syphilis  and  the  like. 

6756.  In  which  countries  is  it  not  believed  to  be  contagious? — There 
are  many  countries  where  they  are  not  afraid  of  it. 

6757.  Was  it  not  considered  in  the  middle  ages  to  be  contagious  and 
were  there  not  special  courts  of  enquiry  into  the  disease  ? — In  the  middle  ages 
not  alone  among  laymen,  but  also  among  the  medical  men,  the  comprehen- 
sion of  the  word  leprosy  was  very  wide,  in  which  besides  leprosy  and  sundry 
chronic  skin  diseases  also  syphilis  had  been  included ;  besides  the 
transmittance  of  the  lepers  into  the  asylums  used  to  be  made  not  by 
medical  men,  but  by  kymen.  When  towards  the  close  of  the  1 5th  and  in  the 
ibeginning  of  the  16th  century  syphilis  spread  considerably  in  Europe^  so  that 
the  medical  men  became  better  acquainted  with  the  characteristics  of  this 
disease,  the  number  of  the  lepers  shrunk  very  much  more  rapidly,  not  because 
leprosy  suddenly  disappeared,  but  because  syphilitic  persons  were  distinguished 
from  lepers.    (Hirsch,  1883.) 

6758.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  historical  evidence  bearing  upon  the 
occurrence  of  syphilis  is  practically  worthless  ?— No,  I  would  not  say  that. 

6759.  We  find  in  the  Old  Testament  a  clinical  description  of  leprosy 
recorded ;  is  it  not  more  likely  that  the  knowledge  of  leprosy  in  the  middle 
ages  would  far  exceed  the  knowledge  of  syphilis,  and  on  that  account  at  all 
events  we  would  know  more  about  leprosy,  than  about  syphylis,  would  we  not  ? 
—The  word  Saraat  in  the  Old  Testament  comprehends  not  only  leprosy,  but 

•  many  other  skin-diseases,  psoriasis,  scabies,  eczema,  &c. ,  perhaps  also  syphilis.  It 
is  the 

same  confusion  as  in  the  middle  ages.  But  already  in  the  L6th  century, 
when  people  had  learned  to  distinguish  leprosy  and  syphilis,  doubts  arose 
about  the  contagiousness  of  leprosy ;  as  enlightenment  progressed,  as  unbiased 
observation  gained  the  day,  the  adherents  to  the  doctrine  of  the  con- 
tagiousness of  leprosy  became  more  and  more  rare,  and  the  belief 
in  it  continued  at  last  only  traditionally  in  ever  narrowing  circles.  It 
was,  as  Simpson  says,  "  the  evidence  of  the  opinion  rather  than  of  facts," 
which  secured  an  existence  to  this  belief.    In  modern  times  the  number  of 
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«.  KohUr,  believers  had  sunk  to  a  minimum.  Among  the  public  the  opinion  still  played 
M  ci  9th  ^  somewhat  important  roll,  among  the  medical  men  only  few  were  found, 

ar   9t  ,  1894.  ^j^^t  Very  Carefully,  did  not  exactly  deny  the  possibility  of  a  con- 

tagious transmission  of  leprosy  (Hirsch.)  The  Eeport  of  the  Eoyal  College 
of  Physicians,  issued  in  1867,  states,  "that  the  all  but  unanimous  conviction 
of  the  most  experienced  observers  in  different  parts  of  the  vs^orld  is  quite 
opposed  to  the  belief  that  leprosy  is  communicable  by  proximity  or  contact. 
The  few  instances  that  have  been  reported  in  a  contrary  sense  either  rest  on 
imperfect  observation,  or  they  are  recorded  with  so  little  attention  to  the 
necessary  details  as  not  to  afford  the  above  conclusion."  Eecently,  in  1872 
and  1874,  the  doctrine  of  the  contagiousness  of  leprosy  was  revived  by 
Hansen,  who  discovered  the  leprosy  bacillus.  But  the  existence  of  a  parasit 
by  no  means  proved  the  contagiousness  of  a  disease,  as  is  shown  by  malaria 
and  pneumonia,  "What  has  to  be  proved  is,  that  leprosy  practically  spreads 
from  individual  to  individual  under  ordinary  conditions  and  surroundings. 

Mrs.  Elisabeth  Pavel  examined. 

Mim^hPai)  h  6760.  Chairman.']  Are  you  acquainted  with  Robben  Island  ? — Yes. 

6761.  Have  you  held  any  appointment  there? — Yes,  I  was  there  for 
over  a.  year  as  matron  in  charge  of  the  female  lepers. 

6762.  When  was  that? — I  went  there  in  May,  1892,  and  left  in  June, 
1893. 

6763.  Were  there  many  female  lepers  in  the  wards  then? — Yes,  there 
were  192  when  I  left. 

6764.  Were  there  the  same  wards  then  that  exist  now  ? — Yes,  unless 
some  new  wards  have  been  built  since  I  left.    I  had  six  wards. 

6765.  Did  you  find  the  lepers  troublesome  to  manage  ? — When  I  first 
came  I  did,  but  not  afterwards.  At  first  when  I  came  there  was  trouble 
about  cleaning  the  wards,  and  the  patients  had  no  dresses ;  some  of  them 
complained  about  the  cook. 

6766.  Had  you  any  assistant  ? — Eo,  I  was  alone,  but  I  managed  them 
very  well  after  a  time. 

6767.  Did  they  complain  to  you  of  anything? — They  complained  when 
I  went  about  clothes  and  that  the  food  was  not  good  ;  some  of  them  had  no 
clothes  at  all,  and  when  patients  arrived  I  had  no  clothes  to  give  thera. 

6768.  What  was  the  custom  when  you  first  went  there  with  regard  to 
the  clothing,  if  any  woman  came  short  ? — I  have  given  them  some  of  my 
own  things  as  far  as  1  could. 

'  6769.  Was  no  clothing  served  out  at  that  time? — Very  few  things. 

They  were  not  in  the  habit  of  serving  out  clothing  according  to  the  authorised 
list  of  kit  to  the  female  lepers  when  I  went. 

6770.  Did  you  apply  for  clothing  to  Dr.  Impey  ? — Yes ;  and  he 
informed  Mr.  De  Smidt,  who  came  over,  and  after  that  the  patients  got 
clothing. 

6771.  Before  you  left,  what  was  the  usual  custom  as  regards  the  issue 
of  clothes  to  the  lepers  ? — The  female  lepers  had  what  they  wanted. 

6772.  Did  you  requisition  for  new  clothing  when  the  old  was  worn 
out  ?~-Yes. 

6773.  How  did  they  manage  about  towels,  sheets,  and  so  on? — Some 
of  the  patients  had  no  sheets  on  their  bed.s  when  I  came.  Mr.  De  Smidt 
remedied  that  after  I  raised  the  question  ;  he  and  Dr.  Impey  were  unaware 
of  the  state  of  affairs. 

6774.  As  regards  the  sleeping  accommodation  in  the  wards,  was  the 
bedding  deficient  when  you  first  came  ? — Yes. 

6775.  What  sort  of  bedding  had  they  ? — Iron  bedsteads  and  mattresses. 

6776.  Were  those  in  good  condition  ? — No;  they  looked  as  if  they  had 
been  a  long  time  in  use. 
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6777.  When  you  were  there  did  you  ask  for  any  further  assistance? — 
No ;  the  patients  were  very  good  and  behaved  well. 

6778.  Did  they  ever  complain  about  the  food  P—JSTo,  never,  after  all  March  9th,  ii94 
was  in  good  working  order. 

6779.  Was  it  always  good  ? — Yery  good  and  sufficient  in  quantity 
since  I  made  patients  cook. 

67H0.  Did  you  get  the  same  rations  yourself  ?-  No.    I  had  my  own 
rations  in  separate  little  bags. 

6781.  Who  did  the  cooking  for  the  leper  women  ? — They  had  at  first 
their  own  cook,  a  free  woman,  and  then  patient  cooks. 

6782.  Were  the  wards  scrubbed  out  when  you  first  came  ? — They  did 
not  look  nice ;  the  convicts  came  and  scrubbed  them  out. 

6783.  Were  the  wards  scrubbed  once  a  week  when  you  came  ? — The 
convicts  came  twice  a  week,  but  they  coiild  not  scrub  every  week  each  ward. 

0784.  How  was  the  women's  washiug  done  ? — When  I  first  came  5hey 
sent  it  to  the  male  lepers  to  wash,  and  afterwards  they  did  it  themselves. 

6785.  On  visiting  days  under  what  circumstances  were  friends  allowed 
to  see  the  patients  ? — Every  boat  day,  three  times  a  week,  friends  came. 

6786.  Were  they  allowed  in  the  female  compound  ? — Yes. 

6787.  Did  you  get  any  written  instructions  from  the  authorities  «»  to 
how  you  were  to  administer  the  wards  ? — No. 

6788.  Was  no  book  of  instructions  given  you  ? — No. 

6789.  Were  any  instructions  issued  to  you  as  regards  the  admission  of 
visitors  ? — They  could  come  on  boat  days. 

6790.  Had  you  no  instructions  as  to  whether  visitors  were  allowed  to 
bring  any  food  or  clothing  to  the  lepers  ? — No. 

6791.  As  a  matter  of  fact  did  they  bring  any  supplies  of  food  some- 
times ? — Yes  ;  cakes,  sweets,  and  so  on.    I  looked  at  what  was  brought. 

6792.  Did  you  find  any  cases  of  smuggling  wine,  spirits  or  tobacco? — 
No  ;  I  inspected  every  parcel. 

6793.  Where  did  the  patients  generally  see  their  friends  ? — At  first 
outside  in  the  compound,  and  afterwards  in  the  day  room  in  presence  of  a 
patient  nurse  or  myself. 

6794.  Did  they  ever  go  into  the  wards  ? — I  never  allowed  them  unlesi 
a  patient  was  sick  in  bed  and  could  not  get  out.  A  nurse  was  always  present 
or  myself. 

6795.  As  a  rule,  they  saw  their  friends  outside? — Yes,  in  my  presence. 
!j796.  Did  they  kiss  each  other,  and  so  on  ? — Yes.    I  could  not  prevent 

it ;  I  had  no  means  to  do  so. 

6797.  Were  there  any  children  born  during  your  time  in  the  leper 
wards  ? — No. 

67 98.  Were  there  any  children  in  the  wards? — Yes,  fourteen  ;  all  were 
leprous,  only  two  were  healthy. 

6799.  What  were  the  ages  of  the  two? — One  was  three  years  and  the 
other  five. 

6800.  Had  you  ever  any  complaints  about  the  quality  of  the  tea,  coffet 
or  sugar  ? — No. 

6801.  Nor  as  regards  the  meat? — No. 

6802.  Did  they  complain  of  the  cooking? — No,  after  patient  eooks 
were  introduced. 

6803.  Did  they  complain  of  the  way  in  which  the  clothes  were 
washed? — No;  every  patient  washed  her  own  clothes.  They  had  a  little 
wash-house 

6804.  Did  not  the  clothing  go  to  the  steam  laundry  to  be  washed  ? — 
Yes,  at  first,  but  they  did  not  like  sending  their  clothes  there. 

6H05.  Were  they  badly  washed? — Yes,  very  badh  . 

6806,  As  regards  the  way  in  which  the  women  were  exercised,  when 
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Eih^hFavti     ^^^^  *^®y  allowed  out  of  the  compound  ? — They  could  go  out  for  a  walk. 

—  I  took  out  as  many  as  wanted  to  go,  sometimes  60  or  60. 

March  9th,  1894.  ggQ-j.^       ^^^^  direction  did  they  go  ?— I^early  always  down  to  the 

beach. 

6808.  Could  you  always  control  them  when  they  were  out  ? — Yes ; 
they  were  very  good  and  obedient. 

6809.  Did  they  meet  the  men  sometimes  ? — They  were  never  allowed 
to  speak  to  them  outside  and  the  men  also  behaved  well  and  never  attempted 
to  approach. 

6810.  At  night  time  were  the  women  supposed  to  be  inside  the  com- 
pound ? — When  I  brought  them  back  from  the  walk  they  were  never  allowed 
to  go  out  alone.  i| 

6811.  Had  you  any  written  instructions  as  to  the  hours  for  breakfast* 
dinner  and  tea  ? — Breakfast  was  at  eight  o'clock,  dinner  at  twelve,  and  tea 
at  four. 

6812.  Were  those  matters  left  to  your  own  discretion  to  a  great 
extent  ? — No  ;  there  were  fixed  rules.  Dr.  Impey  said  I  could  arrange  the 
hours  which  he  jjanctioned.  At  four  o'clock  I  rang  a  bell,  and  then  the  men 
outside  the  fence  had  to  go  away  ;  they  were  there  from  two  to  four  p.m. 

68 !  3.  How  was  the  female  compound  guarded  at  night  ? — In  every 
ward  I  had  a  female  leper  nurse  and  she  looked  to  see  if  anything  happened 
and  came  to  call  me. 

6814.  Was  she  in  bed  or  did  she  remain  up  all  the  night? — She  was 
in  bed,  but  if  wanted  she  got  up  ;  she  had  two  others,  and  in  the  largest  wards 
four  others  to  assist  her. 

6815.  She  slept  through  the  night  and  did  not  walk  up  and  down  nor 
sit  in  a  chair  watching? — No:  when  there  were  no  sick  patients  it  was 
not  necessary 

6816.  Had  you  any  cases  of  women  getting  over  the  fence  at  night, 
or  men  getting  into  the  compound  ? — Two  days  before  I  left,  two  men  got 
inside,     i  he  constables  were  outside. 

6817.  Were  these  men  discovered  in  the  compound  ? — They  got  in, 
and  some  of  the  patients  told  me  in  the  morning ;  that  is  how  I  found  it  out. 
I  did  not  see  the  men  myself ;  they  were  dressed  as  women. 

6818.  How  did  they  get  the  dresses  ? — The  women  put  the  dresses  out 
over  the  fence  during  the  night,  and  the  men  put  them  on  and  came  over 
the  fence.  . 

6811?."  Was  that  the  only  case  you  know  of? — Yes. 

6820.  If  it  happened  once,  it  might  have  happened  before  without 
your  knowledge,  might  it  not  ? — No  ;  it  never  happened  before. 

6821.  You  would  not  have  known  about  it  then  had  you  not  been 
told,  would  you? — No,  but  I  was  well  informed  of  everything. 

6822.  Therefore  it  is  possible  the  same  thing  might  have  happened 
before,  is  it  not  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

6823.  Wf>re  the  women  generally  speaking  happy,  or  did  they  com 
plain  much  to  you  about  the  island  ? — They  never  complained  the  whole 

year  I  was  there,  but  just  before  I  left.    The  Eev.  Mr.  spoke  toi 

the  patients  about  a  petition  to  Parliament  on  the  subject  of  their  going 
home  and  then  they  got  unsettled. 

6824.  Were  they  satisfied  until  that  time  ? — Yes. 

6825.  Did  they  ever  before  that  say  that  they  wanted  to  leave  ? — No  ; 
they  seemed  contented  with  their  lot. 

ti826.  Are  the  female  patients  mostly  coloured  ? — Yes. 
6827.  Did. they  sign  the  petition? — Some  did  and  some  did  not. 
6*^28.  During  the  time  you  were  on  the  island  were  there  any  distur- 
bances ? — N  0  ;  nothing  came  under  my  notice. 

6829.  Did  many  patients  come  while  you  were  there  ? — Yes. 

6830,  As  far  as  you  can  tell  did  they  improve  in  health  at  all  ? — Yes, 
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6831,  What  did  you  attribute  their  improvement  in  health  to  ? — They    sn.^^th  Fuvei. 
were  out  in  the  fresh  air  and  they  got  good  food  aud  their  cjeneral  surround- 
ings were  favourable. 

6832.  From  your  own  observation  did  they  generally  speaking  improve 
in  health  while  they  were  on  the  island  ? — Yes. 

j  6833.  Did  they  ever  complain  at  all  of  the  wind  and  dust  on  the  island 
or  the  heat  of  the  sun  ?— iSo.  Every  eight  days  I  asked  if  they  had  any 
complaints  but  they  never  complained. 

6834.  Did  they  amuse  themselves  in  any  way? — Yes :  they  had  music, 
dancing  and  games,  arid  they  seemed  very  happy.    Only  since  the  Kev.  Mr, 

 spoke  to  them  about  a  petition  to  get  away  to  the  mainland,  they 

began  to  be  discontented. 

1         6836.  Dr.  Hofman.  ]  Do  you  think  iiobben  Island  is  u  healthy  spot  ? 

I— Ye8. 

I  •  6836.  Was  there  much  annoyance  from  the  glare  of  the  sun  or  the 
jj^nd  ? — No,  the  patients  did  not  complain,  there  were  trees  in  the  compound. 
Bp?hey  used  tC)  come  to  the  island  quite  thin,  but  in  a  short  time  they  became 
Jfstout  and  improved  in  health. 

6837.  Do  you  think  they  had  better  quarters  aud  food  than  they 
I  would  have  got  in  their  own  homes  as  a  rule  ? — Yes,  some  of  the  patients 
;  never  got  such  good  food  as  they  got  on  the  island.  I  remember  one  woman 
;,who  expressed  her  thankfulness  before  she  died,  and  so  did  many  others. 

6838.  Is  there  sufficient  accommodation  for  recreation,  do  you  think  '? 
—Yes. 

683*.).  And  it  was  only  after  the  Eev.  Mr.  spoke  to  them  that 

they  began  to  complain  ? — Yes,  they  never  complained  before  that. 

6840.  Dr.  Dodds.^  Have  you  found  the  patients  easily  managed  ? — 

Yes. 

6841.  Suppose  there  was  a  hospital  on  the  mainland,  would  you  have 
much  difficulty  in  keeping  the  patients  from  running  away  or  giving  trouble 
do  you  think  ? — I  think  so.    Of  course  some  of  them  have  nowhere  to  go  to. 

%'i4i2.  Why  did  you  leave  Kobben  Island  ? — I  did  not  want  to  leave  ; 
I  was  sorry  for  the  lepers  and  liked  the  work,  but  Dr.  Todd's  conduct  forced 
me  to  resign. 

6843.  Dr.  IIerman.\  What  was  the  immediate  cause  of  your  leaving  ? — 
Dr.  Todd  treated  me  badly,  and  .1  resigned. 

6844.  Was  not  he  pleased  with  your  management  ? — Yes,  he  told  others 
that  he  was  pleased. 

6845.  Chairman.']  Was  there  a  letter  written  by  you  giving  the  reasons 
for  your  leaving  ? — Yes  ;  it  is  in  the  Colonial  Office. 

6846.  Dr.  Herman.~\  Were  the  female  lepers  well  treated  ? — Yes,  very 
well  treated. 

6847.  Would  you  yourself  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  treatment  they 
got  ? — Yes ;  they  had  every  advantage  and  every  comfort  that  could  be 
given  to  patients  placed  in  their  uufurtuuate  position. 

6848.  Could  any  improvement  be  made  in  their  comfort  or  surround- 
ings ? — I  think  not.  I  cannot  suggest  anything.  I  do  not  know  how  it 
is  now. 

6849.  Were  the  kitchen  arrangements  satisfactory  ? — Yes,  there  was  a 
very  nice  kitchen  built ;  previously  it  was  too  small. 

6860.  W^ere  the  latrines  in  good  order? — They  were  rather  small  for  so 
many  patients. 

6861.  Was  there  sufficient  water  generally  ?— Not  in  the  summer  time. 

6862.  Was  there  enough  drinking  water  ? — Last  year  it  wa.s  obtained 
from  Cape  Town  ;  there  was  not  enough  on  the  island. 

6863.  Was  there  enough  water  for  washing  the  patients  ? — Last  year 
some  days  I  had  no  water  for  washing  the  patients'  wounds. 

6854.  Did  you  use  cold  or  warm  water  ? — Warm  water. 
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Mi.£kFu.eL  ^^55.  Did  you  use  disinfectants  ?— Yes. 

—  6856.  You  think  the  water  supply  is  the  only  thiner  that  might  be  im- 

March9tb,1894.     proved  ?—Ye8. 

6867.  "Were  the  beds  good  ? — Yes,  after  all  was  in  good  working  order. 

6858.  Are  you  a  German  ? — Yes. 

6859.  From  your  experience,  taking  everything  into  consideration,  do 
you  think  the  leper  asylum  for  females  could  be  improved  ? — No. 

6860.  Dr.  Iloffmanr^  While  you  were  there  did  the  lepers  ever  have 
any  medical  treatment  and  medicine  ? — Yes. 

6861.  Did  they  get  medicine  every  day  for  the  leprosy  ? — Yes,  and  for 
other  complaints  if  they  wanted  it.    Some  of  them  got  medicine  three  time 
or  more  a  day. 

6862.  Was  the  treatment  continued  all  the  time  you  were  there  ? — Yes 

6863.  Who  dressed  the  wounds  of  the  patients  ? — They  had  leper  nurses 

6864.  Had  you  every  appliance  for  dressing  the  wounds,  ointments  an 
so  on  ? — Yes,  everything. 

6865.  Dr.  Dodds.^^  Did  yoa  dress  the  wounds  yourself  at  all? — No 
there  were  leper  nurses,    I  never  dressed  the  wounds,  but  I  looked  at  them 

6866.  Did  you  use  disinfectants  yourself  ? — Yes. 

6867.  Dr.  Herman.']  Did  you  take  every  precaution  ? — Yes  ;  I  was  no 
afraid  of  the  disease,  but  I  always  washed  my  hands  with  carbolic  soap. 

6868.  Dr.  Hoffman.  \  Did  you  think  that  there  might  be  a  chance  of 
your  getting  the  disease  ? — Possibly  I  might.  The  great  thing  is  to  observe 
cleanliness  in  dealing  with  lepers 

6869.  J)id  you  always  take  special  care  to  wash  your  hands? — Yes. 

6870.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Who  looked  after  the  leper  women  who  died  during 
the  night  in  your  time  ? — I  did.    They  sent  for  me  whenever  I  was  wanted. 

6871.  Were  patients  ever  found  dead  in  the  morning  ? — If  a  patient  was 
very  ill  the  othercs  would  take  it  in  turns  to  sit  up. 

6872.  What  was  done  with  the  dead  bodies? — They  were  removed  to  a 
small  room,  and  then  washed  and  dressed.  I  informed  Dr.  Impey  when 
anyone  died,  and  the  body  was  fetched  away. 

6873.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is  not  the  communication  between  the  leper  wards 
and  the  village  very  imperfect  ? — No. 

6874.  Were  you  ever  put  to  any  great  inconvenience  through  not  having 
better  communication  ? — No. 

687  "\  Could  you  always  get  anything  from  the  village  quickly  and 
without  trouble  ? — Yes. 

6876.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  have  telephonic  com- 
munication with  the  -village  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary. 

.  6877.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Whom  do  you  send  as  messenger  ? — There  was  always 
a  constable  or  someone  else  about  whom  1  could  send. 

6878.  Dr.  Herman.]  Can  you  send  a  constable  away  from  his  duty  ? — 
They  were  constantly  going  with  convicts  to  the  village  and  back,  and  'were 
allowed  to  take  messages. 

6879.  Can  you  tell  us  why  the  constables  did  not  detect  the  men  getting 
into  the  female  (iompound  ? — I  cannot  say  why  they  did  not  see  it. 

6880.  Are  you  in  a  position  to  say  that  the  constables  on  duty  at  night 
are  thoroughly  reliable  |men  ;  might  they  attempt  to  get  in  to  the  com- 
pound themselves? — No  doubt  they  couhi  if  they  wanted  to. 

6881.  How  long  were  you  on  Eobben  Island  ? — A  year. 

6882.  Had  you  any  experience  of  taking  care  of  lepers  elsewhere  ?— 
No,  except  when  I  lived  in  Natal  among  the  Zulus  in  a  mission. 

6883.  Are  you  a  trained  nurse  1 — No. 

6884.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  other  instance  of  men 
getting  into  the  female  compound  except  the  case  you  mentioned  ?— No. 

6885.  Dr.  Herman.]  As  a  result  of  that  visit  a  child  was  born, 
there  not  ? — No,  in  my  time  no  child  was  born. 
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6886.  Was  no  child  born  subsequently  ? — Not  in  my  time. 

6887.  Did  you  find  out  who  the  men  were  ? — Yes,  the  patients  came 
and  told  me.    It  was  two  days  before  I  left, 

6888.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Since  you  left  have  you  heard  any  reports  of  a 
similar  occurrence  ? — No. 

6889.  Dr.  Hennan.'\  Do  you  think  the  men  came  because  they  were 
tempted  to  do  so  by  the  women  ? — No ;  the  men  tempted  the  women. 

6890.  Do  you  think  that  often  happens  ? — No.  I  had  a  good  nurse  in 
every  ward,  and  I  could  trust  them.    They  informed  me  of  all. 

6891.  Dr.  Dcdds.']  Do  you  think  the  women  were  often  out  at  night  ? — 
No.  They  had  to  go  to  bed  at  eight  o'clock.  The  rule  was  that  if  anyone 
wanted  to  go  outside  after  nine,  two  others  must  go  also  with  a  lamp.  It 
was  in  this  way  that  the  men  were  discovered. 

6892.  Sow  often  are  friends  admitted  to  see  the  patients  ? — When  I 
was  on  the  island  they  came  at  first  every  boat  day,  later  on  once  a  week. 

6893.  Are  they  allowed  inside  the  compound  to  go  where  they 
please  ? — I  always  asked  for  their  pass  and  I  put  the  patients  and  their 
friends  together  in  one  room  and  I  stopped  there,  or  a  patient  nurse  did.  If  a 
patient  was  sick,  the  visitor  had  to  have  a  special  pass  from  Dr.  Impey  to 
go  into  the  wards.  During  my  time  visitors  could  not  go  into  the  wards  and 
do  as  they  liked. 

6894.  Did  you  stop  with  the  visitors  all  the  time? — ^Yes,  I  or  a  nurse, 

6895.  Did  the  visitors  always  go  away  at  meal  times  ? — Yes,  they  were 
not  allowed  inside  until  the  dinner  vs^as  over. 

6896.  Dr.  Herman.^  How  many  healthy  nurses  had  you  under  you  ? — 
They  were  all  able  to  do  the  work  properly  and  appointed  by  Dr.  Impey. 

6897.  Did  you  not  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  attend  to  every- 
thing ? — No,  because  the  system  which  Dr.  Impey  introduced  worked  very 
well  and  the  patients  were  happy  and  obedient. 

6898.  Did  you  have  plenty  of  time  to  look  after  the  patients  ? — Yes, 

6899.  Did  you  keep  any  books  ? — My  husband  was  living  with  me  on 
the  island  and  he  kept  the  books. 

6900.  Did  you  see  to  the  giving  out  of  the  rations  and  seeing  that  the 
cooks  did  their  duty  ? — Yes, 

6901.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Who  cooked  for  you  ? — I  used  to  cook  in  a  small 
paraffine  stove,  but  I  hardly  ever  had  a  proper  dinner  while  I  was  on  the 
island. 

6902.  Did  you  get  your  food  from  the  general  kitchen  ?— No,  from  the 
general  store  in  the  village. 

6903.  Dr.  Hermaii.\    Did  you  have  things  sent  from  Cape  Town  ? — 

Yes. 

6904.  Was  your  husband  often  in  Cape  Town  ? — Not  often  ;  I  used  to 
send  for  things  from  town. 
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Mr.  William  Pavel  examined. 

6905.  Chairman.'']  Are  you  acquainted  with  Eobben  Island  ? — Yes. 

6906.  Have  you  held  an}'  appointment  there  ? — Yes,  I  was  appointed 
on  the  staff  there  the  12th  May,  1892,  till  November,  1893,  first  at  the  leper 
waads  and  then  as  kit  and  equipment  clerk.    I  produce  my  testimonials. 

6907.  How  long  were  you  there  ? — Eighteen  months. 

6908.  Did  your  wife  leave  before  you? — Yes. 

6909.  During  the  time  you  were  there,  were  you  connected  with  the 
female  leper  wards  only  ? — Yes,  but  afterwards  as  kit  and  equipment  clerk.  I 
had  to  do  with  the  male  wards  also. 

6910.  Were  there  many  patients  there  at  the  time  ? — I  think  about  200 
females  and  over  300  males. 

6911.  During  the  time  you  were  there  had  you  any  difficulty  in  dis- 
charging your  duties  with  regard  to  the  patients  ?— No. 
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wm^Pavd  6912.  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  with  the  officials  at  all  ? — I  had  some 

■      difficulty  in  my  capacity  as  kit  and  equipment  clerk  ;  they  did  not  furnish  me 
March  9tt,  1894.   ^^^h  the  retums. 

6913.  Who  should  have  furaished  you  with  the  returns?— The  superin- 
tendent of  male  lepers,  Mr,  Fitch,  and  the  matron  of  the  female  wards. 

6914.  What  difficulty  had  you  in  obtaining  the  returns? — Mr.  Fitch 
did  not  obey  the  orders  he  received  from  Dr.  Impey  to  furnish  me  properly 
with  the  returns. 

6915.  What  did  you  do  when  you  failed  to  get  the  proper  returns?— I 
could  do  nothing,  it  was  out  of  my  power. 

6916  Did  you  draw  attention  to  this  irregularity  by  letter  ?  -Yes, 
addressed  letters  to  Dr.  Impey,  and  he  gave  orders  again  but  they  were  no 
executed. 

6917.  Were  you  senior  to  Mr.  Fitch?  -No,  I  held  a  separate  office. 

6918.  During  the  time  you  were  there  did  the  male  or  female  patient 
complain  to  you  about  want  of  clothes  ? — The  male  lepers  complained  to  me 
that  they  had  not  sufficient  clothing,  and  their  complaints  were  perfectly, 
justified  because  I  could  see  from  the  books  that  the  clothes  were  not  served 
out  according  to  the  authorised  list  of  kit. 

6919.  How  often  were  the  clothes  supposed  to  be  served  out  ? — When 
ever  it  was  necessary  ;  the  patients  ought  to  have  had  what  Government 
allowed  them,  but  they  did  not  receive  it,  as  the  books  show. 

6920.  Did  they  complain  of  the  cold  through  want  of  clothing  ? — Yes. 

6921.  Did  the  female  lepers  complain  also  ? — As  long  as  Mrs.  Pavel  was 
there  they  had  their  kit  complete,  but  at  first  there  were  many  complaints. 

6922.  Did  you  have  any  other  difficulty  in  transacting  business  on  the 
island  ?— None  as  clerk  of  kit  and  equipment,  except  the  one  I  have  mentioned. 

6923.  During  the  time  you  were  there  did  any  disturbance  take  place? 
— At  the  female  wards  we  were  perfectly  secluded  and  had  no  intercourse 
with  any  body. 

6924.  Were  there  any  disturbances  between  the  male  lepers  and  the 
officials  ? — I  have  seen  nothing  myself.    I  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  kind. 

6925.  Did  you  find  the  female  lepers  difficult  to  manage? — At  the 
beginning  they  were  noisy,  but  after  Mrs.  Pavel  had  the  management  for  a 
short  time,  they  were  very  good. 

6926.  Were  they  at  all  dissatisfied  with  their  condition  ? — No, 
the  female  lepers  were  perfectly  happy  after  a  short  time. 

6927.  Were  they  well  fed  ?— Yery  well. 

6928.  Did  the  male  lepers  get  a  sufficient  quantity  of  food  ? — Yes,  as  far 
as  Government  provided  it.   The  only  failure  was  in  the  management. 

6929.  How  would  you  seek  to  improve  that  ? — I  would  do  away  with 
the  practice  of  letting  white  people  wait  on  the  coloured,  as  the  latter  only 
grow  more  and  more  insolent  and  seek  more  and  more  of  everything,  if  white 
people  wait  on  them.  The  coloured  people  ought  to  have  their  own  cooks 
and  attendants,  a  practice  which  has  been  introduced  with  success  in  the 
case  of  the  female  lepers. 

6980.  Is  there  any  other  defect  that  you  know  of  ?— In  September,  1892, 
Mr.  De  Smidt  declared  to  the  patients  that  there  was  no  hope  for  them  to  return 
home ;  that  they  would  have  to  remain  and  die  on  the  island.  This  was  most 
beneficial,  for  after  a  few  days  sadness  they  became  perfectly  quiet  and  even 
happy,  but  *****  spoiled  all  by  inviting  the  patients  to  sign  a  petition  for 
Parliament  to  return  home.  The  male  lexers  always  complained  about  food  and 
clothing,  but  the  women  were  satisfied  in  this  respect  since  Mrs.  Pavel  intro- 
duced the  seK-supporting  system.  The  men,  especially  after  hearing  that 
they  had  to  remain  on  the  island,  complained  more  and  more  strongly  about 
food  and  clothing,  but  in  vain,  and  unless  the  system  introduced  at  the  female 
wards  is  introduced  among  the  males  they  never  will  be  satisfied,  and  I  think 
their  complaints  are  justified.  The  men  said  that  if  the  Government  would 
not  provide  properly  for  them  they  should  be  allowed  to  return  home.  Th© 
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Government  provides^  most  generously  for  the  lepers,  but  orders  are  not  jfr.„^aieJ 
executed  by  the  superintendent  of  male  lepers  and  the  chief  clerk,  iu  spite 
of  Dr.  Impey's  repeated  instructions  to  them.     If  the  patients  got  all  that  the   Miaroh  9tii,  i894. 
Government  allows  they  would  be  satisfied. 

6931.  How  do  you  know  the  orders  are  not  carried  out  ? — From  my 
own  experience  as  kit  and  equipment  clerk.  If  the  patients  needed  coats, 
trousers  or  underclothing  or  whatever  it  was,  perljaps  there  were  none 

in  store,  anyhow  they  did  not  get  these  articles.    Eequisitions  would  be  sent  < 
for  these  things  and  the  storekeeper  would  say  he  had  none  in  store.    It  was 
the  same  at  the  beginning  in  regard  to  the  females.    If  there  are  oone  in 
store  it  is  the  fault  of  the  chief  clerk ;  he  should  order  them  in  time. 

6932.  Dr,  Hofman.~\  Did  it  often  happen  that  things  were  not  in  stock  ? 
— Yes,  continually. 

6938.  Chairman.']  When  did  the  patients  get  the  things  eventually  ? — 
Perhaps  months  and  months  would  elaj)so. 

6934.  Do  you  know  from  your  own  experience  that  sometimes  a  patient 
as  in  want  of  a  certain  article  of  clothing  for  months  before  he  got  it  ? — 

'Yes. 

6935.  Can  you  mention  any  cases  now  ? — I  have  not  the  names  at  the 
moment,  but  I  refer  to  the  books  which  I  kept  as  clerk  of  kit  and  equipment. 

6936.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Were  they  important  articles  or  only  trivial  things? 
— Clothing,  important  things. 

6937.  Had  a  patient  ever  to  stay  in  bed  while  his  things  were  being 
washed,  or  anything  of  the  kind  ? — That  happened  very  often  with  the 
female  lepers  at  the  beginning  before  things  were  properly  organized.  Dr. 
Irapey  gave  very  good  instructions ;  he  said  there  ought  always  to  be  a  reserve 
stock  for  ten  new  patients.  If  this  had  been  done  there  would  have  been  no 
difficulty. 

6938.  Chairman.']  Was  the  quality  of  the  food  good  ? — Yes. 
69B9.  Was  there  enough  ? — Yes. 

6940.  Were  the  meat,  vegetables  and  bread  good  ? — Yes.  As  far  as  I 
have  seen  the  supplies  are  very  good     The  Government  are  very  generous. 

6941.  Did  the  male  or  female  lepers  ever  complain  to  you  about  the 
food  ? — The  male  lepers  complained  very  often  that  they  had  not  enough  and 
that  the  food  was  not  prepared  in  a  manner  that  they  liked,  especially  the 
Kafirs  ;  they  used  to  say  that  the  food  was  prepared  for  pigs  and  not  for  men. 
I  think  it  was  a  great  mistake  for  *****  to  draw  up  a  petition 
in  reference  to  the  lepers  leaving  the  island. 

6942.  When  did  that  occur  ? — Shortly  before  Mrs.  Pavel  left. 

6943.  How  do  you  know  he  did  that  r — I  was  there  when  he  sent  to 
the  wards  inviting  the  patients  to  sign  the  petition. 

6944.  Was  it  signed  by  the  patients  ? — Yes. 

6946.  What  was  the  object  of  the  petition  ?— For  permission  to  leave 
the  island.    It  was  a  great  mistake  as  it  made  the  patients  troublesome. 

6946.  Br.  Herman.']  Did  *****  or  the  patients  themselves 
initiate  the  petition  ? — He  sent  to  the  wards,  inviting  them  to  come  and  sign 
it. 

6947.  What  grounds  have  you  for  saying  that  you  think  he  did? — He 
offered  his  services. 

6948.  You  have  no  ground  for  saying  that  he  originated  the  petition? — 
All  I  know  is  that  he  invited  them  to  sign  it, 

6949.  Did  the  patients  go  and  ask  him  to  draw  it  up,  or  did  he  go  to 
the  patients  with  the  petition  and  ask  them  to  sign  it? — He  came  one  evening 
with  the  petition,  and  he  asked  the  patients  to  sign  it. 

6950.  Had  he  been  asked  to  draw  it  up  ? — I  do  not  know. 

6951.  Dr.  Hoffmanr\  Did  the  patients  become  troubleEome  after  he  set 
about  drawing  up  the  petition  ?-  Yes,  that  was  one  cause ;  it  disturbed  their 
minds. 
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WTiuPavei  6952.  Had  they  more  complaints  afterwards ? — Yes,  they  wanted  to  go 

home,  and  they  were  even  insolent  to  Mr.  De  Siaidtatid  the  Hon.  Mr.  Faure; 
larch  9H),  1801.   j^gf^jj-g  q^qj  ijehaved  always  very  nicely. 

6953.  Did  he  go  round  receiving  complaints  from  the  patients  ? — His 
intention  was  to  help  them  to  go  home. 

6954.  They  did  not  give  any  other  trouble  beyond  that? — N^o. 

6955.  D?\  Herman.  \  What  vear  were  you  on  liobben  Island? — In  1892 
and  1893. 

6956.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Can  you  make  any  other  suggestions  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  administration  ? — The  wish  to  be  segregated  on  the  mainland  i 
inspired  by  the  hidden  desire  to  then  run  away. 

6957.  Dr.  Herman.~\  Do  you  think  they  would  attempt  to  escape  if  the 
were  on  the  mainland  ? — I  think  so. 

6958.  Would  there  be  any  more  difficulty,  do  you  think,  in  keeping  th 
lepers  within  bounds  than  there  is  in  keepiug  children  in  a  reformator 
within  bounds  ? — I  think  in  some  respects  it  would  be  more  difficult.  Th 
lepers  consider  that  they  do  not  deserve  to  be  segregated  and  therefore  the 
would  use  more  efforts  to  get  away  than  children  wouhl. 

6959.  Do  not  you  think  if  they  were  in  some  pleasant  place  and  kindl 
treated  they  would  prefer  to  remain  ? — No  ;  Robben  Island  is  the  best  place 
for  them. 

6960.  On  what  grounds  do  you  think  that '? — They  think  that  their 
confinement  is  a  great  injustice,  and  the  majority  of  the  lepers  are  natives, 
and  they  do  not  regard  the  cdsease  in  the  light  tJiat  we  do,  especially  in  the 
ansesthetic  form. 

6961.  You  think  that  under  any  circumstances  Katirs  would  always  try 
to  escape  home  ? — Yes. 

6962.  Would  you  say  that  also  with  reference  to  European  patients  ? — 
No  ;  they  are  more  civilized. 

0963.  Would  you  make  a  difference  in  that  respect  with  regaid  to  the 
segregation  of  Kafirs 'and  Europeans  ? — Yes. 

6964.  Would  there  be  a  difficulty,  do  yon  think,  in  keeping  within 
bounds  the  ordinary  Cape  boys  and  half-castes  ? — Robben  Island  is  the 
best  place  also  for  them. 

6965.  Is  not  the  punishment  of  sending  Katirs  across  the  sea  to  Eobbeni 
Island  a  great  deal  more  severe  than  the  punisliment  of  sending  a  white  person' 
or  a  Cape  boy  there  ? — I  think  the- Kafirs  feel  it  more  intensely  than  whita 
people  to  be  on  an  island. 

6966.  Are  there  an}^  other  points  you  wisii  to  metition  ? — I  do  not  thinl 
the  white  people   should  wait  on  the  coloured  people.    There  a.-e  \vhite 
nurses  and  attendants  for  the  coloured  men,  but  I  say  the  coloured  people 
should  be  waited  on  by  coloured  people,  otherwise  they  will  get  troublesome, 
it  is  the  character  of  the  natives. 

6967.  Do  you  think  they  should  have  a  black  doctor? — No. 

6968.  The  doctor  often  waits  upcn  coloured  patients,  does  he  not? 
— Yes,  but  they  understand  the  difference. 

6969.  Would  you  have  a  black  matron  ?  — No,  there  again  they  quite 
understand  that  she  is  superior  to  them  and  is  placed  over  them. 

6970.  Do  not  you  think  the  moral  inJluence  is  very  much  more  increas- 
ed by  having  white  nurses  of  a  superior  class  among  these  people  ? — I  don't 
think  so. 

6971.  Would  it  not  be  a  great  advantage  if  every  ward  had  two  white 
nurses  during  the  day  and  one  white  nurse  at  night  to  be  with  these  people? 
— I  see  no  advantage  in  it.  It  is  all  very  well  for  the  while  patients  but 
it  never  will  work  well  in  regard  to  the  Kafirs  and  colourea  people 

6972.  Is  it  not  a  great  hardship  for  v/hite  persons,  many  of  them  ladies, 
to  be  herded  together  with  the  black  people  in  the  way  thoy  are  in  the  com- 
pound ? —  On  Eobben  Island  white  patients  and  coloured  patients  are  not 
herded  together. 
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6973.  Are  they  very  much  given  to  complaining  of  their  isolation  from  wn^'^Pm-d 
people  of  their  own  class  ? — IS^o.    In  Mrs.  Pavel's  time  there  was  no  lady  — 
amoDff  her  patients.  "    March  9t.h,  i894. 

6974.  Is  there  any  special  accommodation  for  reading  and  recreation  ? 
— Some  of  the  European  patients  cannot  read. 

6976.  Who  attends  to  the  white  European  female  patients  ? — Coloured 
nurses. 

6976.  Is  it  not  prejudicial  to  their  comfort  to  be  attended  to  by  coloured 
nurses  ? — The  coloured  nurses  are  very  good  and  kind  and  better  than  white 
nurses  for  lepers. 

6977.  They  are  not  highly  cultivated  or  skilled,  are  they? — No;  but 
adapted  to  the  class  of  the  patients. 

6978.  Do  you  think  there  is  much  occasion  for  nursing  ? — In  some  cases. 

6979.  Do  )  ou  know  that  the  death  rate  among  lepers  is  exceedingl}^  high? 
-Yes,  very  high. 

0980.  Are  you  aware  that  out  of  500  lepers  on  Eobben  Island  about  110 
120  die  every  year  ? — Yes.  But  it  will  be  less  in  future  as  some  dying 
ople  were  brought  to  the  island. 

6981.  Is  not  there  a  very  great  deal  of  illness  among  the  patients  which 
needs  attendance  ? — Yes. 

6982.  Do  you  think  the  female  patients  suffered  any  hardships  through 
not  having  proper  nursing  or  proper  hospital  accommodation  when  they  were 
sick? — No;  they  had  everything  and  were  satisfied. 

6983.  "Were  they  well  nursed  ? — Yes,  and  they  had  every  advantage. 
6981.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Was  there  a  sufficient  number  of  attendants  at  the 

different  wards  ? — Yes. 

6985.  You  do  not  think  they  are  undermanned  on  the  island  as  regards 
attendants  ? — No,  they  have  sufficient. 

6986.  Dr.  Herman.~]  From  your  experience  do  you  know  that  patients 
are  paid  for  little  services  rendered  in  the  wards  ? — No. 

6987.  Is  it  the  fact  that  some  of  the  patients  who  are  ill  have  to  pay 
otherpatients  to  wash  their  clothes  ? — No  ;  not  when  Mrs.  Pavel  was  in  charge, 
now  I  don't  know. 

6988.  Not  for  rendering  little  services  in  the  way  of  attendance  and  so 
on  ? — No,  not  under  Mrs.  Pavel. 

6989.  Do  you  wish  us  to  understand  that  notwithstanding  that  it  is  the 
practice  among  the  leper  patients  to  hire  themselves  out  to  those  who  are  not 
strong  enough  to  do  things,  yet  the  latter  get  proper  attci>danoe  and  care  ?  — 
^hey  get  it,  and  many  lepers  are  perfectly  strong  and  able  to  work  just  as  a 
free  person  ou  the  mainland. 

0990.  Are  there  not  eertain  patients  who  get  certain  services  done  for 
them  by  other  patients  and  have  to  pay  for  such  services? — Not  to  my 
knowledge. 

6991.  In  your  time  were  there  any  leper  patients  who  did  washing  in 
the  compound  ? — Yes,  most  of  them . 

6992.  Was  all  the  leper  washing  done  in  the  compound  ? — Very  little 
was  done  at  the  laundry. 

6993.  Was  there  a  steam  laundry  built  ? — Yes. 

6994.  Have  there  been  any  complaints  about  the  washing  at  the  steam 
!laundry  ? — Many. 

6995.  Was  that  under  your  control  ? — No. 

6996.  Under  whose  control  did  the  washing  at  the  laundry  come  ? — It 
was  under  the  superintendent  of  male  lepers. 

6997.  Was  the  washing  from  the  female  wards  under  his  control  ?— I 
thiuk  so,  because  he  gave  every  week  a  receipt  for  the  washing  sent  by  the 
female  lepers. 

6998.  Who  had  the  control  of  the  washing  at  the  female  leper  establish- 
ment ?--The  matron. 

6999.  Did  she  receive  any  complaints  as  to  the  way  in  which  the  washing 
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Wm^niri  doce  ? — I  do  Dot  kno^T.    The  female  lepers  often  complained  ahout  their 

'—    '       washing  being  sent  to  be  done  by  the  male  lepers,  and  therefore  it  was 
Maroii  9tii,  1894.   ■y;rashed  in  the  compound. 

7000.  Did  they  prefer  to  do  their  own  washing  in  thecompouud  ? — Yes, 

7001.  Did  it  not  happen  that  some  of  the  patients  who  were  too  ill  to  get 
up  and  do  their  own  washing  hired  someone  to  do  it? — They  helped  each  other. 

7002.  Did  they  pay  them  ? — I  do  not  know.  I  know  they  were  dissat- 
isfied that  their  washing  was  done  by  men. 

7003.  Supposing  certain  patients  required  daily  nursing,  do  you  think 
they  .were  able  to  get  it  when  you  were  there  ? — Yes,  better  than  if  there 
had  been  white  nurses.  I  have  known  cases  where  the  coloured  patients 
Iiave  been  very  good  to  each  other,  sitting  up  with  them,  holding  them  on 
their  arms  for  hours  and  so  on  ;  a  white  nurse  never  would  do  that. 

7004.  Do  a  good  many  cases  of  erysipelas  occur  in  the  wards? — I 
cannot  say. 

7005.  What  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent  its  spread  ? — I  do  not 
know.  The  leper  nurses  are  not  afraid  of  this  disease.  There  was  a  white 
nurse  originally,  but  she  would  do  absolutely  nothing. 

7006.  Did  not  that  arise  from  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  white  nurse? 
— It  may  be  so. 

7007.  Was  she  a  trained  nurse  ? — I  do  not  know;  she  "was  only  there  a 
short  time. 

7008.  You  have  really  had  no  experience  of  white  trained  nurses  in  the 
institution,  have  you?— No  ;  but  the  experiences  with  white  nurses  at  the 
male  wards  seem  not  to  have  been  satisfactory. 

7009.  Did  you  live  at  the  female  leper  compound  when  you  were  on 
the  island  ?■ — Yes. 

7010.  Was  it  sufficiently  clean  and  well  kept  ? — Yes. 

7011.  Do  not  you  think  trees,  shrubs  and  flowers  might  be  cultivated?! 
— Yes,  I  think  so.    It  has  been  promised.    Dr.  Impey  wished  to  destroy  the 
rabbits. 

7012.  Is  the  sanitation  and  cleansing  of  the  compound  perfect  ? — No,| 
not  perfect  in  regard  to  drains,  &c. 

7013.  Who  was  responsible  for  that? — The  clerk  of  works.  Twice 
a  week  some  of  the  convictB  came  in  charge  of  a  constable  and  cleanec 
the  wards.  The  water-closet  arrangements  were  bad,  and  some  of  the 
patients  who  had  no  feet  could  not  use  them. 

7014.  Is  not  that  a  case  in  which  better  attendance  would  be  a  grea^ 
comfort  to  the  patients  ? — Yes. 

7016.  Did  you  notice  any  nuisance  arising  from  bad  smells? — If  ther^ 
was  anything  of  the  kind  it  was  at  once  remedied. 

7016.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  hospitals  in  Europe? — Yea 

7017.  Were  the  flies  a  nuisance  in  the  wards  ? — Yes,  there  were  a  greai 
many  ;  that  was  owing  to  the  seaweed  I  think  ;  as  soon  as  there  was 
quantity  of  seaweed  the  flies  came. 

7018.  Do  you  think  the  large  number  of  flies,  especially  in  the  female 
compound,  was  due  to  dirt  about  anywhere  ? — There  were  not  more  flies  in 
the  wards  than  in  other  quarters  of  the  village,  all  over  the  island. 

7019.  You  think  there  was  nothing  to  complain  of  in  regard  to  the 
cleanliness  of  the  wards  ? — No ;  there  was  not  a  year  ago,  I  do  not  know 
what  it  is  now.  i 

7020.  I  suppose  there  is  always  a  certain  amount  of  difficulty  in  regard 
to  sanitary  arrangements  where  a  large  number  of  people  is  massed  together  ?f 
— Yes,  especially  where  there  are  no  proper  drains. 

7021.  Dr.  .Hqfman.']  On  the  whole,  do  you  consider  Eobben  Island  a 
healthy  place? — I  think  so.  I  was  ill  in  Natal,  but  when  I  wenc  to  the 
island  I  recovered. 

7022.  Did  the  patients  improve  after  they  came  to  the  island  ? — Some 
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did,  especially  the  coloured  people,  who  were  in  very  poor  condition  when 
they  came.  They  got  good  food  and  had  comfortable  beds,  and  in  a  short 
time  some  of  the  women  got  quite  fat. 

7023.  Did  they  experience  much  trouble  from  the  sand  ? — Yes,  the 
men  complained  often ;  some  wore  smoked  glasses',  which  are  provided  hj  the 
Government  gratis  to  all  the  officials  and  patients  if  wanted. 

7024.  Did  they  complain  of  the  excessive  heat  in  summer  and  the  cold 
in  winter? — I  do  not  think  there  wys  much  difference  between  the  island 
and  the  mainland.  The  patients  did  complain  of  the  cold;  lepers  would  do 
so  also  on  the  mainland. 

70-5.  Did  they  suffer  much  from  chest  complaints  ? — Yes. 

7026.  Dr.  Herman.^  Will  you  give  us  some  information  as  to  the  books 
you  kept  ? — There  Avere  some  books  which  I  kept  at  the  female  leper  wards. 
They  contained  the  date  of  arrival  of  each  patient,  where  they  came  from,  and 
other  particulars ;  a  list  of  the  clothes  each  patient  received  and  so  on. 

7027.  Did  you  put  down  what  clothes  they  brought  with  them? — No, 
the  clothes  that  were  issued.  I  had  also  to  take  the  cases  of  every  new 
arrival,  i.e.,  1  asked  certain  questions. 

7028.  Was  there  any  medical  case  book  kept  before  that  ? — Yes. 

7029.  Did  these  questions  refer  to  the  cases  of  the  patients? — Yes. 

7030.  Have  you  had  any  medical  training  ? — No. 

7031.  Then  you  were  not  in  any  way  in  a  position  to  gauge  the  value 
of  the  evidence  you  collected,  were  you  ? — I  just  recorded  certain  facts — 
nothing  medical,  only  statistics. 

7032.  In  what  way  did  you  take  the  cases  ? — There  were  about  thirty 
questions  which  I  had  to  put.  Dr.  Impey  gave  me  these  questions.  It 
took  sometimes  a  very  lona:  time,  especially  with  the  Kafirs. 

7033.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Did  you  make  the  entries  in  the  case  book  yourself  ? 
— I  simply  put  down  the  answers  to  the  questions,  and  these  were 
supplied  to  the  medical  officer  who  had  the  case  book.  My  book  was  merely 
an  appendix  to  the  case  book,  containing  statistics. 

7084.  Did  you  often  question  the  lepers  as  to  how  they  got  the  disease  ? 
— Yes,  and  I  nearly  always  ^ot  the  same  answer  ;  they  said  they  caught  it 
through  a  cold. 

7035.  Did  they  generally  say  that  they  had  lived  with  other  lepers  ? — 
Some  did. 

7036.  Do  you  think  they  were  inclined  to  deceive  you  and  say  they 
had  not  associated  with  lepers  when  they  had  ? — Yes.  I  tried  to  find  out  by 
asking  others,  and  very  often  I  discovered  that  they  deceived  me. 

7037.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  mention  to  the 
Commission  ? — I  think  it  would  be  well  to  tell  the  patients  again  that  they 
cannot  leave  the  island  if  the  Segregation  Act  is  kept  in  force.  They  will 
only  be  very  unhappy  by  living  on  false  hopes.  I  think  that  those  who  can 
be  treated  at  home  properly  ought  not  to  be  kept  on  the  island  ;  there  would 
not  be  very  many  because  the  expenses  would  be  so  great.  For  those  who 
have  no  home  where  they  can  be  properly  treated  I  think  the  Segregation 
Act  ought  to  be  kept  in  force  for  their  own  benefit. 


Mr. 

IFm.  Parcl. 
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Cape  Town^  Monday,  March  12th,  1894, 


PRESENT 


Dk.  Murray  (Chairman), 
Dr.  Dodds,  i  Dr.  Herman 


Fismer,  j  Hoffman. 

Rev.  Dr.  McCarthy  examined. 

Br  ^Ic'irth  7038.  Chairmanr\  Have  you  held  any  official  appointment  in  connection 

^       '''''     with  Eobben  Island  ? — I  have  been  Koraan  Catholic  chaplain  there. 
March  i2t]i,  1894.         7  0  3  9.  Did  the  Government  give  you  any  instructions  ?— No  ;  I  merely 
succeeded  somebody  else. 

7040.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office  ?— I  was  appointed  fourteen 
years  ago,  and  I  have  done  active  work  there  for  the  last  six  years. 

7041.  How  often  do  you  visit  Eobben  Island  ? — Once  a  month. 

7042.  Do  you  visit  the  leper  patients  ? — My  own  people  ;  but  there  are 
very  few  lepers  who  are  Eoman  Catholics. 

)  7043.  Have  you  visited  them  recently? — I  was  thor^^  a  week  ago. 

7044.  Did  they  come  down  to  meet  you  at  the  boat  ? — No,  I  see  them 
in  the  wards.  ' 

7045.  Do  they  complain  to  you  of  the  quality  of  the  food  ? — No.  There 
is  a  woman  who  has  bad  teeth  and  she  has  complained  occasionally  that  she 
cannot  eat  the  bread. 

7046.  Do  the  male  patients  complain  to  you  at  all  ? — No,  I  have  no 
chance  of  speaking  to  them  ;  the  only  leper  patients  among  the  men  are  half 
imbecile. 

7047.  Dr.  Dodds.^  How  many  lepers  are  there  who  are  Eoraan 
Catholics? — Three  men  and  one  woman. 

7048.  Chairman.^  Do  you  come  in  contact  with  the  other  patients  at 
all  ? — I  do  not  spsak  to  them. 

7040.  Do  they  ever  complain  about  the  food  or  clothing? — No. 

7050.  Nor  about  the  general  treatment  on  the  island  ?— No. 

7051.  Are  the  Eoman  Catholic  patients  white  or  coloured? — There  is 
one  coloured,  the  others  are  Europeans. 

7052.  From  your  observation  in  passing  through  ti)e  male  wards,  have 
you  generally  been  satisfied  with  the  condition  of  things':' — Yes. 

7053.  Do  you  think  the  patients  are  well  housed  and  cared  for  ? — Yes  ; 
many  of  them  are  a  great  deal  better  off  than  they  would  bo  in  their  own 
homes.  The  men  have  asked  me  occasionally  for  such  things  as  cigarettes 
and  pipes. 

7054.  In  the  ftunale  leper  wards  have  you  had  many  complaints  ?- 
There  is  only  one  Eoman  Catholic  patient  in  the  female  w^ard,  a  white 
woman  who  has  lost  her  hands  and  feet. 

7055.  Is  she  confined  to  bed  ? — They  carry  her  out  in  fine  weather  and 
put  her  on  the  stoep. 

7056.  Have  the  other  female  patients  ever  complained  to  you  of  any- 
thing at  all? — I  do  not  speak  to  them  ;  they  have  not  complained  to  me, 
certainly. 

7057.  Can  you  suggest  any  improvement  in  the  female  leper  wards? — 
Yes :  I  was  strongly  opposed  to  the  wire  fence  round  the  female  leper  com- 
pound from  the  very  beginning.  If  you  enforce  segregation  it  should  be 
absolute.  You  have  a  lot  of  men  there  who  have  nothing  to  do  all  day,  and 
you  put  them  on  one  side  of  a  fence  and  the  women  on  the  other,  which  is, 
anything  but  proper. 

7058.  Do  you  think  that  the  fence  assists  in  segregation,  or  is  it  a  mere 
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matter  of  form  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  efpeotual,  and  I  consider  the  whole  „ 

.  '  Dr.  MfUart/iy. 

thing  18  a  stimulant  to  inimoralitv. 

7059.  (\nild  the  women  get  out  if  they  desired?--!  doubt  it;  but  it  March  12th,  1894. 
leads  to  any  amount  of  indecency. 

7060.  What  would  you  suggest  in  its  place? — T  think  the  men  might 
interview  their  wives  occasionally  ;  but  that  might  be  done  in  separate 
rooms. 

7061.  Do  you  think  the  men  could  get  over  the  fence  at  night  ? — I  am 
sure  they  could. 

7062.  Although  there  is  a  fence  you  think  in  reality  there  is  no  segre- 
gation ? — I  do  not  know  whether  it  attains  the  end  of  s'3gr  'gation,  but  it  can 
hardly  be  considered  a  desirable  thing,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  a  lot  of  men  and 
women  separated  in  that  fashion,  and  looking  at  each  other  through  the  fence. 

7063.  Would  you  propoi^e  to  do  away  with  the  fence  altogether  ? — I 
think  it  is  a  greit  pity  that  the  two  asylums  cannot  be  in  entirely  different 
places. 

7064.  It  has  been  stated  in  evidence  that  there  are  g  uards  at  nigbt 
round  the  female  lepers  compound,  do  you  approve  of  that  ? — T  do  not  see  how 
you  can  guard  tha  compound  sufficiently  ;  it  is  a  large  place. 

7065.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  sexes  segregated  in 
different  places,  say  the  men  on  the  island  and  the  women  on  the  mainland  ? 
— If  possible  it  would  be  a  good  thing. 

7066.  Do  you  think  that  would  tend  to  the  good  government  of  the 
island  ? — 1  have  not  considered  it  frotn  that  point  of  view.  I  think  it  would 
certainly  tend  to  prevent  immorality  and  no  doubt  assist  in  the  better 
administration  of  the  island. 

7067.  Do  you  think  that  immorality  goes  on  to  any  extent  at 
present  between  the  male  and  female  lepers  ? — I  have  no  definite  know- 
ledge.   I  am  only  looking  at  the  opportunities  that  exist. 

7068.  Have  you  seen  the  men  conversing  with  the  female  lepers? — 
Once  or  twice,  but  I  have  not  gone  near  enough  to  observe. 

7069.  Have  you  ever  been  on  the  island  when  friends  have  come 
over  on  visiting  days  ? — Yes,  I  have  seen  the  patients  chatting  with  their 
friends. 

7070.  Do  the  male  friends  come  inside  the  compound  ? — I  do  not  think 

so. 

7071.  Do  they  kiss  each  other? — I  have  not  noticed. 

7072.  A.S  regards  Eobben  Island  from  a  climatic  point  of  view,  have  you 
formed  any  impressions  about  that? — I  could  not  speak  as  to  the  climate. 

7073.  Do  the  patients  complain  about  the  climate  at  all  ?-~No.  So  far 
as  I  am  aware,  I  believe  they  all  enjoy  good  health  on  the  island,  the  officials 
and  attendants  as  well  as  the  patients,  apart  from  their  leprosy. 

7074.  Do  they  complain  about  the  island  at  all  ? — No. 

7075.  Do  thoy  complain  about  the  wind,  the  changes  of  temperature  or 
the  glare? — No,  I  have  not  heard  of  any  complaints  except  such  as  you 
would  hear  on  the  mainland.  There  was  the  typhoid  scare  which 
frightened  them. 

7076  Have  you  ever  observed  the  lepers  give  presents  to  their  friends 
when  they  leave  th(^m  ? — I  have  heard  so.    I  have  not  observed  it  personally. 

7077.  Do  you  think  the  male  lepers  are  fairly  comfortable  ? — I  think 
so,  as  comfortable  as  they  could  be  under  the  circumstances.  I  do  not  see 
how  you  can  stop  complaints  under  a  system  of  segregation,  but  so  far  as  I 
could  see  they  are  very  well  off  in  regard  to  food  and  accommodation.  Last 
winter  there  was  a  complaint  about  the  scantiness  of  the  clothing,  but  clothes 
were  supplied  by  benevolent  people. 

7078.  Do  they  ever  complain  to  you  about  feeling  cold  in  the  winter, 
or  about  not  having  enough  clothing  ?— No :  the  complaint  reached  me 
through  one  of  the  attendants,  and  I  asked  him  to  find  out  for  me  what  tlte 
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«  3^\,       patients  wanted.    He  said  they  wanted  some  extra  clothina;  for  the  winter 
and  some  benevolent  ladies  worked  for  them. 
March  i2tii,  1894.  7  0  7  9.  With  reference  to  the  female  lepers,  could  you  suggest  any  way 

to  ameliorate  their  present  condition  ;  would  you  be  in  favour  of  substituting 
a  wall  for  the  present  fence  at  the  compound  ?— If  the  females  remain  there 
certainly. 

7080.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  A  wall  that  would  not  interfere  with  the  view  and 
would  yet  prevent  communication  ? — ^Yes. 

7081.  Chairman.']  Would  it  not  be  a  good  thing  to  have  a  few  chairs  on 
wheels  for  these  unfortunate  patients  who  have  lost  their  feet  ? — Yes. 

7082.  Have  they  not  any  now  ? — ISo. 

7083.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  On  the  whole  do  you  think  Robben  Island  is 
pleasant  place  for  the  lepers  ?— Yes. 

7084.  Is  it  just  as  good  as  any  spot  on  the  mainland  would  be? — Quit, 
as  good. 

7086.  Do  you  think  that  on  rainy  or  very  hot  days  there  iis  sufficient 
shelter  outside  the  wards ;  would  a  large  recreation  room  be  an  advantage 
where  the  patients  could  sit  in  '^—l  think  it  would. 

7086.  The  patients  have  nowhere  to  go  on  rainy  or  hot  days,  have  they  ? 
— No,  not  outside,  the  space  is  rather  limited,  and  I  daresay  it  would  add  to 
their  comfort.    You  would  want  a  room  for  each  ward  practically.  ' 

7087.  Do  you  think  anything  can  be  done  to  make  the  island  more 
pleasant  by  tree  planting  and  encouraging  vegetation  ? —  Yes,  but  1  think  the 
experiments  have  been  a  failure  so  far. 

7088.  Why  is  that? — I  don't  know.  I  believe  an  expert  was  sent  over 
from  the  Government  Forestry  Department  to  superintend  tree  planting,  but 
nothing  came  of  it. 

7089.  Is  the  water  quite  good  on  the  island  ?— I  am  sure  that  it  is  not, 
it  is  brackish  and  unsuitable  for  drinking  purposes.  I  have  not  touched  it. 

7090.  Is  there  a  sufficient  water  supply  from  the  tanks  ? — I  do  not  know. 

7091.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  ? — I  have  heard  complaints 
about  the  shortness  of  water  after  drought. 

7092.  From  your  own  observation  is  everything  kept  in  a  clean  and 
proper  state  on  the  island  ? — Considering  the  difficulties,  the  work  is  very 
well  done. 

7093.  On  the  whole  are  you  perfectly  satisfied  with  things  as  they  are? 
-—Yes,  but  I  could  never  understand  how  it  is  the  Government,  which 
deemed  two  medical  men  sufficient  years  ago,  do  not  see  the  necessity  for 
having  more  now. 

70i.i4.  Do  you  think  t^^'o  medical  men  insufficient? — Yes.  If  two 
medical  men  were  necessary  when  there  were  sixty  lepers,  surely  more  are 
wanted  for  five  or  six  hundred. 

7095.  Are  the  attendants  sufficient  in  your  opinion  ? — I  could  not  say. 
I  have  not  watched  the  working  sufficiently. 

7096.  Ghairman.  i  Do  you  think  that  segregation  is  complete  ? — I  do 
not  think  so.  It  does  not  follow  because  the  patients  are  on  the  island  that 
the  segregation  is  complete. 

7097.  Looking  at  the  matter  from  a  scientific  point  of  view  would  you 
say  it  is  complete  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  there  is  the  contact  between  the  patients 
and  visitors  from  the  mainland.  ' 

7098.  In  that  sense  the  patients  are  not  segregated,  are  they  ? — No. 

7099.  With  reference  to  the  island  itself,  have  you  formed  any  opinion 
as  to  the  effect  upon  the  officials  ;  do  you  think  it  would  be  beneficial  if  they 
were  afforded  more  leave  on  the  mainland  ? — I  cannot  say.  I  know  that 
some  of  the  constables  and  others  would  prefer  to  have  their  leave  on  ths 
island. 

7100.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Is  that  a  good  thing  do  you  think  ? — For  some  it  is  ; 
these  men  have  no  friends  on  the  mainland,  and  they  would  only  come  over 
and  get  drunk  perhaps. 
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7101.  Chairman.']  Is  it  a  good  thing  for  the  higher  class  of  officials  to     j^^,  McCarthy 
be  for  a  long  time  together  on  the  island  ? — I  do  not  think  so.    I  attribute 
a  great  deal  of  the  soreness  of  feeling  that  has  existed  to  the  fact  that  they 
are  kept  there  so  long. 

7102.  Dr.  Hofman7\  Are  you  aware  that  there  has  been  any  soreness 
of  feeling  ? —  Yes  ;  I  believe  there  is  always  si  ime  friction. 

7103.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Is  that  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  conditions  of 
life  on  the  island  ? — Yes.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  good  thing  to  have  officials 
there  for  a  lengthened  period. 

7104.  Chairman.']  Would  you  suggest  a  change  being  made  in  the  staff, 
or  should  more  leave  be  given  at  certain  times  ? — I  doubt  if  giving  more 
leave -would  meet  the  difficulty. 

7105.  Would  it  be  well  therefore  for  the  staff  to  be  changed  from  time 
to  time  ? — I  think  so,  if  it  would  not  upset  the  working  too  much. 

7106.  Do  you  think  there  might  be  something  in  the  nature  of  a  change 
in  rotation,  similar  to  what  takes  place  on  boards  of  directors  ? — Yes. 

7107.  Br.  Dodds.]  Would  you  include  in  that  the  medical  officers? 
— No  ;  that  is  not  practicable  at  all. 

7108.  Chairman.]  Would  you  include  the  clerks  ? — I  think  so. 

7109.  Do  you  think  the  island  is  undermanned  as  regards  the  staff  ? 
-As  regards  the  medical  staff  certainly.    It  seems  to  me  a  great  pity  when 

we  have  on  Eobben  Island  one  of  the  few  spots  in  the  world  where  leprosy 
can  be  scientifically  studied  that  there  should  be  only  two  medical  men  who 
are  simply  exhausted  by  routine  work  and  have  no  time  for  scientific  research. 

7110.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  strengthening  the  medical  staff  and 
providing  in  addition  an  expert  to  study  the  disease  for  some  time  ? — Yes  ; 
it  would  be  the  best  thing  the  Government  could  do  to  appoint  an  expert  for 
two  or  three  years. 

7111.  Dr.  Dodds.]  And  is  it  not  due  to  the  patients  themselves  who  have 
committed  no  crime  that  we  should  do  everything  possible  to  find  out 
whether  the  disease  may  not  be  cured  or  ameliorated  ? — Yes,  and  it  is  also 
due  to  the  public. 

7112.  Do  you  think  the  conditions  of  the  sea  passage  are  satisfactory  or 
ought  they  to  be  made  more  comfortable  ? — The  landing  is  extremely  un- 
pleasant, but  you  cannot  make  the  crossing  more  comfortable  unless  you  choose 
to  have  an  Atlantic  liner.  The  landing  arrangements  are  very  defective.  It  is 
also  a  great  hardship  that  the  people  on  the  island  have  not  the  means  of  going 
to  the  mainland  and  returning  the  same  day. 

7113.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  the  Free  State  lepers? — 
None  at  all, 

7114.  Have  you  seen  anything  of  the  disturbances  which  have  occurred 
among  the  lepers  ? — No,  I  have  generally  gone  over  just  immediately  after 
anything  of  the  kind  and  I  have  seen  nothing  personally, 

7115.  Do  you  think  it  is  wise  to  go  on  increasing  the  population  on  the 
island  from  a  health  point  of  view  or  looking  at  the  possibility  of  distur- 
bances ? — I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  danger  from  a  health  point  of  view. 
The  most  serious  thing  is  the  difficulty  of  burying  the  lepers.  I  have 
officiated  at  burials  two  or  three  times  and  the  graves  seemed  very  shallow — 
you  soon  get  down  to  the  rock. 

7116.  Chairman.]  Is  that  at  the  cemetery  which  is  being  used  now  ? — 
q:  the  old  cemetery. 

7117.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Is  the  present  cemetery  satisfactory  ? — I  have  never 
uried  anyone  there  but  I  have  heard  no  complaints  about  it, 

7118.  Do  you  think  anything  could  be  done  in  order  to  make  the  island 
a  less  uninviting  spot  ? — Tree  planting  is  the  only  thing,  but  there  is  a  diffi- 
culty with  regard  to  that. 

[G,  10— '94.]         '  FFf 
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March  mh,  1894  .         7119.  ChairmanT^  Have  you  been  a  yisiting  chaplain  on  Eobben  Island? 
— Yes.  I  was  there  three  years  and  a  few  months. 

7120.  Do  you  visit  the  island  now  ? — I  have  not  been  there  since 
•    -  August  last.    The  Eev.  Mr.  Morgan  goes  there  now  as  Dutch  Eeformecl 

Minister. 

7121.  Did  you  visit  both  the  male  and  female  leper  patients? — Yes, 
went  over  there  once  a  week. 

7122.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  talking  to  the  lepers? — Yes. 

7123.  Were  there  many  male  lepers  before  you  left  ? — I  think  th 
were  over  200.    There  were  95  belonging  to  the  Dutch  Eeformed  Church 

7124.  Did  you  hear  any  complaints  from  the  patients  ? — I  have  he 
them  say  that  the  food  was  undercooked,  specially  in  the  female  ward,  a: 
that  the  vegetables  were  not  nice,  that  they  were  ruDning  to  seed  and  were 
not  cut  up  even,  but  just  washed,  and  then  thrown  into  the  pot  and  boiled. 

7125.  Did  they  have  leper  cooks  at  that  time  ? — They  were  healthy 
cooks.  I  may  say  that  I  never  heard  any  complaints  while  Mr.  and  Mib 
Pavel  were  there. 

7126.  Did  you  consider  their  management  good  ? — Yes,  first  class.  I 
think  it  was  a  very  great  mistake  when  they  left. 

7127.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? — Shortly  after  I  left.  At  that  time  the 
food  was  cooked  by  the  leper  cooks,  and  they  were  paid  by  the  Government 
I  think.  1  am  speaking  of  the  female  leper  wards.  I  once  had  a  complaint 
from  a  woman  who  said  she  was  beaten  by  one  of  the  attendants.  I  spoke  to 
Mr.  Moore  the  attorney  about  it  and  wanted  enquiries  to  be  made. 

7128.  Did  she  complain  to  you  herself  ? — Yes,  that  she  had  been  beaten 
by  one  of  the  attendants. 

7129.  What  date  was  that? — I  think  about  a  year  ago.  Mr.  Moore  had 
not  time  to  go  back  and  see  about  it. 

7130.  Did  the  woman  say  what  she  was  beaten  for? — We  did  not 
investigate  the  case  as  Mr.  Moore  had  not  time  and  I  thought  it  was  out  of 
my  jurisdiction. 

7131.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Were  the  Pavels  there  at  the  time  ? — No. 

7132.  Was  it  after  they  left  that  she  was  beaten  ? — Yes.  It  was  a  very 
great  mistake  to  let  them  leave  the  island,  they  really  did  more  than  was 
necessary.  ^ 

7133.  Did  they  understand  the  management  of  the  lepers  well? — YeK 
thoroughly  ;  they  were  j\ist  fitted  for  the  work,  especially  Mrs.  Pavel.  I 
think  she  spent  a  great  part  of  her  salary  in  relieving  the  patients. 

7134.  Chairman.']  Had  you  many  complaints  from  the  female  lepers?-^ 
They  said  that  the  food  was  undercooked  and  they  complained  about  thii 
clothing  in  winter.    I  went  to  Cape  Town  and  collected  old  clothing,  shawls 
and  warm  things  and  brought  them  over. 

7135.  Who  was  in  charge  of  the  female  lepers  when  these  complain] 
reached  you  ? — I  do  not  know. 

7136.  Was  it  in  Mrs.  Pavel's  time?— No  after  that. 

7137.  Do  you  think  the  complaints  were  well  founded? — I  think  a 

7138.  Is  that  from  your  own  observation? — Yes;  the  patients  had  ini 
sufl&cient  clothing.  I  have  seen  it  in  winter  on  very  cold  days  ;  they  were 
just  wrapped  up  in  an  old  shawl  perhaps  and  very  thin  clothing. 

713!).  Did  not  the  Government  issue  clothing  for  theru  ? — I  do  not  know 

7140.  Did  you  ever  speak  to  the  doctor  about  it  ? — No,  I  thought  that 
out  of  my  jurisdiction  and  I  did  not  like  to  get  into  trouble  with  the 
officials  on  the  island.  I  went  over  there  to  preach  the  gospel.  My  private 
opinion  however  was,  that  these  poor  people  could  be  treated  better  than 
they  were  treated  at  that  time. 

7141.  Were  no  stores  or  clothing  issued  for  the  patients  at  that  time? 
• — I  think  so, 
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7142.  Sow  is  it  tliat  they  did  not  get  the  clothing  ? — That  is  the  ^ 
question. 

7143.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Was  it  not  that  there  were  so  many  fresh  cases  that 
hey  ran  short  of  clothing  ? — I  cannot  say  ;  Mr.  A.  Combrink,  who  assisted  me, 
^rould  be  able  to  tell  you  more. 

7144.  Chairman.']  Were  there  many  female  lepers  on  the  island  when 
^ou  were  there  ?- — About    150  more   or   less.    I   do   not  think  Mrs. 

was  a  very  desirable  person  for  the  post.    I  knew  her  in 


own  and  she  was  then  living  in  Helliger  lane  in  a  Malay  hpuse.  She  had  no 
stensible  occupation.  She  had  two  boys  who  are  at  present  staying  with 
jliiss  Dreyer  at  No.  42  Wale  Street,  they  were  taken  from  the  mother  because 
t  was  not  thought  that  she  was  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  educate  them.  I 

)elieve  Mrs  is  nowon  the  island,  but  I  do  not  consider  her  a  proper 

)erson  to  conduct  discipline  in  the  establishment.  She  was  employed  on  the 
sland  after  I  left.  I  have  not  heard  any  complaints  about  her  conduct  on 
he  island,  but  I  do  not  think  she  was  the  right  person  for  such  a  situation. 
[  do  not  know  how  she  got  the  appointment  .    She  was  not  the  person  who 

)eat  the  patient,  that  was  done  before  I  left  the  island.    Mrs.  was 

ippointed  after  I  left  the  island. 

7145.  Did  you  receive  any  complaints  from  the  female  patients  about 
)eing  ill  used  by  the  attendants  ? — There  was  only  one  case. 
■       7146.  Did  you  think  the  female  patients  were  comfortable? — They 
were  kept  as  clean  as  possible,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  com- 
fortable.   One  thing  they  wanted  was  a  kind  of  recreation  room. 

7147.  Would  you  suggest  that  ? — Yes.  Dr.  Impey  made  some  improve- 
nent  in  my  time  ;  he  had  a  wire  fence  put  up. 

7148.  Did  that  give  the  patients  more  freedom  ? — Yes. 

7149.  Do  you  think  there  was  any  immorality  among  the  lepers  from 
tvhat  you  observed  ? — A  child  was  born  on  the  island  and  the  father  was  a 

'  3onvict.    I  certainly  think  it  is  wrong  to  allow  the  male  lepers  to  go  down 
jiin  the  afternoon  to  the  female  compound  and  talk  to  the  patients  until  late 
in  the  evening. 

7150.  Could  any  one  get  through  the  wire  fence  if  they  wished  ? — An 
ox  could  creep  through  it. 

7151.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  bad  practice  that  the  leper  patients  should 
be  allowed  to  talk  to  the  women  through  the  fence  ? — Yes.  I  spoke  to  Dr. 
Impey  about  it.  They  used  to  get  the  trolley  and  go  down  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

7152.  Up  to  what  time  were  they  allowed  to  str^y  there  ? — Until  dusk 
and  even  later. 

7153.  There  are  guards  at  the  female  leper  compound  at  night,  are 
there  not  ? — In  my  time  there  vs'as  only  one  man,  a  night  watchman,  but  I 
do  not  think  he  was  a  fit  person. 

7154.  ISTow  there  are  three  constables,  are  there  not? — I  do  not  know. 

7155.  Do  you  think  the  night  watch  is  to  be  trusted  ? — 'I  do  not  think 
so.  The  man  who  was  watchman  in  my  time  is  dead  now,  but  I  know  the 
women  told  me  themselves  that  he  used  to  bring  in  liquor,  which  was  hidden 
among  the  bushes.  One  woman  told  me  that  he  induced  her  to  behave 
improperly. 

7156.  When  did  this  man  die  ? — Last  year. 

7157.  You  do  not  believe  much  in  the  night  guards,  I  take  it  ? — No. 

7158.  Do  you  think  the  constables  now  employed  are  a  better  class  ? — 
I  have  no  knowledge. 

7159.  Was  the  guard  inspected  at  night  in  your  time  ? — I  do  not  know. 

7160.  During  your  time  were  there  any  cases  of  drunkenness  among 
'  the  women  ? — No. 

7161.  Dr.  Dodds.']  When  the  men  went  down  to  see  the  women  at  the 
compound  did  they  misconduct  themselves  ? — I  cannot  say  that  they  did,  but 
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T  F^D-         ^®  know  what  human  nature  is.    These  people  were  left  to  themselves  there 
.  ^eyer.  ^  Considerable  time  till  it  got  dusk,    I  generally  left  the  island  by  the 

March  i2|h,  1894.  \)qqX  at  four  o'clock,  and  I  used  to  meet  the  men  going  down  to  the  female 
compound.  Those  who  could  not  walk  went  by  the  trolly,  it  is  about  twenty 
minutes  from  the  male  to  the  female  asylum. 

7162.  Chairman.']  Did  you  form  the  opinion  that  the  sexual  instinct 
was  strong  in  the  leper  women  as  well  as  the  men  ? — In  both  sexes. 

7163.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  their  conversations  ? — No. 

7164.  How  did  you  come  to  that  conclusion  in  your  own  mind  ? — We 
know  what  human  nature  is,  and  these  men,  many  of  them,  were  away  fro 
their  wives,  that  is  one  of  their  grievances,  and  why  they  wish  to  leave  th 
island.    The  men  themselves  very  often  told  me  that  they  would  have  con 
nection  with  the  leper  women  and  even  the  assistants, 

7165.  Do  you  remember  the  name  of  the  woman  who  was  assaulted  by 
the  attendant  ? — No, 

7166.  What  year  was  it  ? — The  beginning  of  last  year  I  think, 

7167.  Did  the  woman  complain  to  you? — Yes,  when  I  visited  her. 

7168.  Did  she  bear  any  traces  of  having  been  beaten  ? — No  ;  I  did  not 
notice  that.  ^ 

7169.  When  you  last  visited  the  female  leper  asylum,  did  the  patients 
seem  contented,  or  did  they  make  complaints  to  you  ? — Nothing  beyond  what 
I  have  told  you. 

7170.  How  are  the  women  allowed  out  for  exercise  ? — I  do  not  know. 

7171.  Have  you  ever  seen  them  outside  the  wire  fence  ? — No,  never. 

7172.  With  regard  to  the  male  lepers,  were  there  many  while  you  were 
there  ? — Over  200,  rather  more  than  less,  I  had  95  belonging  to  our 
church. 

7173.  Were  you  constantly  talking  to  them  on  various  subjects  ? — Yes. 
7171.  Did  they  complain  to  you  much? — They  complained  about  the 

undercooked  food  and  about  the  tobacco.    I  spoke  to  Mr.  Fitch  about  it. 

7175.  What  sort  of  cooks  were  there  in  those  days  ? — Leper  cooks  ;  1 
think  last  year  they  had  white  cooks — healthy  peeple. 

7176.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  how  the  cooking  is  done  now? — 

No. 

7177.  What  was  the  quality  of  the  food  that  the  male  lepers  received 
then  ? — They  told  me  very  often  that  they  had  to  put  up  with  bad  meat. 

7178.  Did  you  ever  see  any  of  the  rations  ? — ^1  have  walked  through 
the  wards  at  meal  time,  but  1  never  examined  the  food.  The  patients  have 
often  told  me  that  they  had  quite  enough,  but  that  they  could  not  eat  it ;  the 
bread  was  stale  and  so  on. 

7179.  Were  the  tea  and  coffee  good? — I  heard  no  complaints  about  that, 
but  the  men  said  the  tobacco  was  very  bad.    I  have  supplied  them  with 
tobacco  out  of  my  own  pocket.    Their  tobacco  was  very  dry  and  worthless, ' 
in  fact  some  of  the  patients  showed  me  their  tongues  and  the  skin  was  quite 
off  through  smoking  it. 

7180.  Did  you  see  this  bad  tobacco  on  more  than  one  occasion? — Yes, 
I  took  them  over  tobacco  myself. 

7181.  Did  the  lepers  ever  complain  to  you  about  the  attendants  at  all; 
did  they  complain  about  ? — Yes. 

7182.  What  complaints  did  they  make  ? — That  he  was  drunk  on  several 
occasions. 

7183.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  in  your  own  mind  as  to  the  truth 
of  that  statement  ? — Yes. 

7184.  Did  you  ever  see  him  the  worse  for  liquor  ? — No  ;  he  looked 
after  that. 

7185.  Was  he  a  sober  attendant  while  you  were  there? — Yes;  it 
occurred  I  was  told,  between  two  boat  days,  and  after  four  o'clock,  that  is 
the  time  the  patients  accused  h^m.    I  was  also  told  by  one  of  the  officials  on 
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the  island  that  the  same  individual  was  once  found  drunk  sleeping  in  the  bed 

of  a  le?  er.  — 

7186.  Dr.  Hoffman:]  Was  that  told  you  in  confidence  ?— Yes,  the  March  12th,  i894. 
person  who  told  me  is  at  present  on  the  island. 

7187.  Were  you  asked  not  to  disclose  it? — Yes  ;  the  person  who  told 
me  was  afraid  he  might  lose  his  situation,  but  he  said  that  if  he  was  called 
upon  to  answer  any  questions  he  would  do  so  at  any  time. 

7 1 88.  Were  any  other  complaints  of  ill-treatment  made  to  you  by  the 
lepers? — ISTo ;  not  of  ill-treatment,  but  about  the  drunkenness  of  one  of  the 
officials  Mr.  told  me. 

7189.  Have  you  any  means  of  verifying  his  statement  ? — No,  none 
whatever.  I  did  not  take  much  notice  of  it  as  it  was  not  within  my 
jurisdiction. 

7190.  During  your  visits  have  you  ever  noticed  any  of  the  leper  patients 
tlrunk  ? — No,  never. 

7191.  Have  any  complaints  been  made  to  you  as  to  that  ? — No. 

7192.  Did  many  of  the  patients  complain  about  ? — It  was  a 

general  complaint.    I  may  say  that  has  his  favourites  on  the  island, 

and  I  know  of  instances  where  those  who  had  grievances  were  put  back  by  him. 

7 1 93.  Would  you  know  whether  the  leper  patients  who  acted  as  a  dep- 
utation when  the  Commission  went  over  to  the  island  were  among  his  favour- 
ites or  not  ? — No. 

7194.  Why  do  you  think  has  his  favourites? —  

and  others  constantly  told  me  that  the  best  of  the  tobacco  goes  to  the  favour- 
ites, while  others  must  put  up  with  what  they  can  get. 

7195.  Were  some  of  the  lepers  employed  in  doing  the  work  in  the 
wards  during  your  time  ? — 1  think  so,  and  I  believe  that  is  done  now. 

7196.  Would  not  they  get  certain  small  privileges  for  that  ? — Those 
employed  by  Dr.  Impey  got  some  pay,  I  think. 

7197.  Apart  from  any  question  of  privilege  for  work  done,  was  any  fa- 
vouritism shown  ? — Yes,  I  am  certain  of  it. 

7198.  How  do  you  know? — I  was  told  so  by  the  men  themselves. 

7199.  Did  they  show  you  the  bad  tobacco  ? — Yes. 

7200.  Did  they  state  that  they  were  kept  long  without  clothing  ? — No  ; 
it  was  only  the  women  who  made  any  actual  complaints  about  indifferent 
clothing  in  the  winter  time,  but  Mr.  Combrink  can  tell  you  more  as  to  that. 

7201.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Were  the  complaints  as  to  favouritism  made  by 
many  of  the  lepers  or  by  just  one  or  two? — By  half-a-dozen  perhaps. 

7202.  Were  they  persons  to  be  believed  ? — I  think  so. 

7203.  Dr.  Hoffman.^  Were  these  complaints  made  voluntarily  ? — Yes. 
They  know  pretty  well  that  I  did  not  want  to  interfere  with  such  matters. 

7204.  Chairman.]  What  other  visitors  were  there  to  the  islano  ? — The 
members  of  the  Sufferers'  Aid  Society  used  to  visit. 

7205.  Did  they  ever  complain  to  you  or  make  any  statements  as  to 
what  their  impressions  were  ? — No ;  we  had  no  intercourse  hardly  with  each 
other-^we  just  went  about  our  work. 

7206.  Did  you  ever  meet  the  Eev.  Mr.  Nicholi  on  the  island  ? — Yes ; 
he  was  assistant  chaplain.    He  is  now  in  town. 

7207.  Is  there  any  suggestion  you  can  make  with  a  view  of  ameliorating 
the  condition  of  the  male  lepers  on  the  island  ? — I  would  say  get  rid  of 

 decidedly  ;  rather  to-djiy  than  to-morrow. 

7208.  On  what  grounds  do  you  say  that ;  is  it  from  your  own  observa- 
:on? — 'Not  from  my  own  observation,  but  from  what  I  have  heard.    A  man 

who  forgets  himself  and  drinks  is  not  fit  to  be  in  charge. 

7209.  Have  you  evidence  that  the  person  you  allude  to  was  ever 
drunk  ? — I  have  not  seen  it  with  my  own  eyes,  but  there  is  proof  enough. 
There  are  people  on  the  island  who  could  give  evidence. 
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T  p'^Dre  er  7210.  "WoTild  jou  suggest  lhat  a  change  should  be  made  ? — If  that  man 

'   —      '  '   was  removed  things  would  work  better. 
M»roii  i2tii,  1894.         7211.  Were  the  wards  always  kept  clean  ?— ^ot  all  of  them.  The  ward 
where  the  Free  State  lepers  were  was  in  a  most  disgraceful  state  when  I  was 
there. 

7212.  Were  they  well  provided  for  by  the  Government? — Yea  ;  the 
Government  was  liberal  enough  if  the  patients  got  .what  they  gave. 

7213.  Did  they  not  get  it  ? — That  is  the  question. 

7214.  Do  you  feel  doubtful  about  it  ? — Very  doubtful. 

7215.  Dr.  Dodds.']  If  the  patients  did  not  get  their  rations  who  would  ? 
— I  know  the  rations  were  sent  down  to  the  wards  ;  what  was  done  with  them 
I  do  not  know. 

7216.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suspect  that  anyone  stole  them? — No, 
that  could  not  have  been  done. 

7217.  Chairman.~j  Who  issues  the  stores  ? — I  do  not  know. 

7218.  Dr.  DoddsT]  Did  you  live  on  the  island  ? — No.  I  went  there  once 
or  twice  a  week,  always  returning  the  same  day. 

7219.  Chairman.^  Have  you  been  to  the  island  on  visiting  days  ? — Yes, 
ve:^y  often.    I  generally  chose  a  fine  day  when  I  went  over,  if  possible. 

7220.  Have  you  observed  the  people  who  went  over  ? — Yes, 

7221.  What  class  of  persons  visited  the  male  lepers  ? — Just  their  friends, 
male  and  female. 

7222.  Where  did  the  male  lepers  receive  their  friends  ? — In  the  wards. 

7223.  Were  they  under  any  supervision  ? — None  whatever. 

7224.  Was  no  attendant  present  ? — No. 

7225.  Was  that  always  so  up  to  the  time  you  left  ? — Yes. 

7226.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  sometimes  improper  characters  visited 
the  island  ;  have  you  reason  to  think  that  such  was  the  case  ?  —Yes. 

7227.  Did  such  persons  visit  in  the  wards  ? — Yes, 

7228.  Without  any  attendant  being  present  ? — Yes.  I  have  seen  the 
leper  men  go  away  in  the  veldt  with  their  friends  and  visitors,  and  have  also 
seen  them  eating  out  of  one  plate  and  kissing  each  other  scores  of  times.  I 
have  often  wondered  how  the  Government  could  allow  it  to  go  on  in  the  wards 
and  on  the  beach. 

7229.  Were  the  female  lepers  allowed  to  walk  with  the  male  lepers  any- 
where ? — No. 

7230.  In  fact  there  was  practically  no  segregation,  was  there  ? — No,  none 
whatever. 

7231.  As  regards  visiting  days  to  the  female  lepers,  under  what  condi- 
tions did  the  visiting  take  place  ? — A  permit  had  to  be  got  from  the  doctor  to 
visit  the  inside  of  the  compound. 

7232.  Were  the  visitors  under  the  supervision  of  any  attendant  ? — I  have 
never  seen  anyone  with  them  at  all. 

7233.  Were  visitors  allowed  in  the  sleeping  wards  ? — That  is  where  they 
met  each  other. 

7234.  Have  you  seen  the  visitors  and  the  female  lepers  kissing  each 
other? — Yery  often. 

7235.  Did  they  share  the  same  food  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  seen  them  eating 
with  one  spoon. 

7236.  Did  the  leper  patients  ever  give  presents  of  fruit,  and  so  on,  to  the 
visitors  on  their  going  away  ? — I  think  Dr.  impey  stopped  it. 

7237.  As  regards  the  condition  of  the  island  as  a  place  of  residence, 
what  was  your  opinion  ? — I  would  not  like  to  live  there. 

7238.  Have  they  improved  it  at  all  lately  ? — I  think  so.  It  is  much 
better  now  than  it  was  when  I  went  there. 

7239.  Have  the  male  or  female  lepers  ever  complained  to  you  that  the 
island  was  an  undesirable  place  to  live  on  because  of  the  great  heat  ? — Yes ; 
they  have  complained  about  the  climatic  conditions. 
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7240.  Were  the  complaints  well  founded,  do  yoix  think  ? — I  do  not 
know.    The  glare  of  the  sun  and  the  sand  are  certainly  trying  to  the  eyes 

"241.  Do  you  think  the  island  has  exercised  a  prejudicial 
upon  the  staff  from  the  fact  of  their  being  so  long  without  leave  of  absence  ? 
No  doubt  an  occasional  change  to  the  mainland  is  desirable. 


Rev. 

T.  F.  Bre-tjer. 


influence    March  12th,  1894. 


Mr.  Andries  Combrink  examined. 
Chairman.']  Have  you  visited  Eobben  Island  ? — Yes  ;   but  nat 


7242 

since  Mr.  Dreyer  left. 

7243.  In  what  capacity  did  you  visit  tlie  island? — I  went  over  to  assist 
Mr.  Dreyer  as  I  am  fond  of  missionary  work,  and  I  usually  stayed  over  from 
three  to  five  days. 

7244.  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  administration  of  the 
island  with  regard  to  the  lepers  ? — Yes. 

7246.  Did  you  visit  the  male  lepers  ? — Yes  ;  and  also  the  female  lepers. 

7246.  How  many  male  lepers  were  there  when  you  visited  them  ?—  I 
think  about  300. 

7247.  When  did  you  last  visit  the  island  ? — About  the  commencement 
of  June  last  year. 

7248.  Have  you  not  visited  it  since  ? — No. 

7249.  Were  you  a  pretty  frequent  visitor  previous  to  that?— Yes; 
about  once  a  month,  and  I  stayed  there  some  days  occasionally. 

7250.  Who  did  you  stay  with  ? — Mr.  Dreyer  had  a  small  house  on  the 
island. 

7251.  What  impression  did  you  form  of  the  male  lepers,  did  they  seem 
contented  ? — No,  they  were  not ;  they  did  not  like  the  confinement  on  the 
island. 

7252.  Did  they  complain  about  the  food  ? — Yes,  the  lower  class  of 
patients  complained  that  it  was  not  sufficient,  and  the  belter  class  that  it  was 
badly  cooked. 

7253.  Were  there  any  paying  patients  at  that  time  ? — Yes,  I  believe 
there  were  two. 

7254.  Did  they  complain  to  you  at  all  ? — No,  I  did  not  see  much  of 
them. 

7255.  Who  cooked  the  food  at  that  time  ? — I  do  not  know ;  I  think  for 
the  male  leper  patients  there  were  non-leper  cooks,  paid  by  the  Government, 

7256.  Did  you  at  any  time  see  the  food  that  the  lepers  got  ^ — I  never 
interfered  in  that  way  at  all.    I  went  away. 

7257.  Did  the  patients  complain  to  you  ? — Yes  ;  they  complained  about 
the  way  in  which  the  vegetables  were  cooked.  I  believe  that  afterwards 
things  improved  and  some  of  the  patients  got  an  egg  every  morning. 

7258.  Did  they  complain  that  the  tobacco  was  bad? — I  did  not  ask 
about  that. 

7259.  Did  they  complain  about  the  tea,  coffee  or  sugar  ? — I  believe  they 
did.    I  never  saw  it  myself. 

7260.  Did  they  complain  about  the  clothing? — Yes,  they  said  it  was 
not  enough.  I  remember  that  one  leper  man  who  complained  said  that  he 
came  from  the  Free  State. 

7261.  Would  you  be  able  to  find  out  his  name  ? — Yes,  if  1  went  over  to 
the  island.  He  said  he  had  been  there  15  months,  and  came  with  a  large 
warm  overcoat  which  was  taken  away  from  him,  and  whenever  he  asked 
for  it  they  promised  to  return  it  but  never  did  so. 

7262.  Who  did  he  ask  for  it  ? — Mr.  Fitch,  the  male  leper  super- 
intendent. 

7263.  Did  he  complain  to  you  of  Mr.  Fitch  at  all  ?— He  said  that  Mr. 
Fitch  promised  to  give  hitn  his  overcoat  but  never  did.  He  said  also  that  he 
got  two  pairs  of  trousers  and  one  jacket, 


Mr. 

Andries  Combrink. 
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Andrie^ombrink.  1^^-  Did  he  complaiii  that  was  drunk? — No.    I  had  heard 

—  about  it.    The  patients  complained  about  the  clothinsr,  and  I  went  to  Mr. 

Mar«h  12th,  180..  Pavel,who  Said  they  ought  to  get  it. 

7265.  Did  the  male  leners  complain  of  any  harsh  treatment  on  the  part 
of  a uy  of  the  attendants  ?— One  man  complained,  bur  I  did  not  report  the 
matter.  I  remember  one  cold  wet  morning  when  the  wards  were  being 
scrubbed,  some  of  the  lepers  were  turned  out,  and  I  thought  it  very  hard. 

7266.  Is  there  no  recreation  room  where  they  can  go  ? — I  do  not  think 

so. 

7267.  Do  you  think  such  a  room  should  be  built? — Yes. 

7268.  "Were  there  any  other  grievances  among  the  male  lepers  that  came 
to  your  notice  at  all? — No.   I  always  tried  to  avoid  hearing  their  grievances, ' 
and  quieted  them  down. 

7269.  Would  the  patients  grumble  and  complain  without  foundation,  do 
you  think  ? — No.  I  think  the  Government  is  generous,  but  the  patients  do 
not  get  what  they  ought  to  get. 

7270.  Do  you  think  the  food  is  kept  back  ? — think  that  they  either 
try  to  keep  the  expenses  down  in  order  to  assist  the  Government,  or  the 
patients  do  not  get  what  is  given  for  them. 

7271.  Why  do  you  think  that  ?— From  all  that  I  have  heard. 

7272.  Have  you  ever  yourself  inspected  the  food? — No.  1  am  satisfied 
it  is  not  good.  T  know  that  one  patient,  a  white  farmer,  from  the  Paaii,  told 
Mr.  Faure  himself  about  the  food,  and  Mr.  Faure  promised  that  he  would  see 
into  it. 

7273.  Did  the  patients  complaioi  of  the  want  of  medical  treatment  or 
attendance  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

7274.  Did  you  form  any  impression  as  to  whether  the  number  of 
attendants  was  sufficient  ? — I  do  not  know  about  that. 

7275.  On  the  whole,  do  you  think  the  patients  were  well  housed  and 
as  well  off  as  they  would  be  in  their  own  homes  ? — The  lower  class  patients 
are  better  off  on  the  island,  but  even  they  complain  of  the  treatment.  I  do 
not  fhink  the  better  class  patients  are  sufficiently  well  uff  as  regards  food  and 
clothing.    I  did  not  take  notice  of  the  ]>edding. 

7276.  Have  you  been  into  the  male  leper  wards? — Yes.  I  believe  so. 
I  remember  there  was  once  a  complaint  that  the  patients  got  their  dinner  at 
twehe,  and  then  had  nothing  more  till  the  next  morning. 

7277.  Did  they  complain  to  you  of  that  ? — I  think  so,  but  I  am  not 
positive.    That  was  after  Mrs.  Pavel  left. 

7278.  Did  you  make  enquiries  into  the  matter  ? — No,  I  did  not.  I  heard 
no  complaints  in  Mrs.  Pavel's  time  ;  everything  seemed  to  be  in  perfect  order. 

7279.  Dr.  Hoffman. ~\  Have  you  any  idea  why  Mrs.  Pavel  left? — I  have 
heard  something  about  it,  but  I  know  nothing  from  ray  personal  knowledge. 

7280.  Do  you  think  the  island  is  a  suitable  phice  for  the  lepers? — It  is 
cheap  for  the  Government;  they  die  very  quickly  there.  Their  eyes  get 
affected  very  soon  also. 

7281.  Chairman.']^  Have  you  known  many  cases  of  patients  who  have 
become  blind? — I  do  not  know  of  any  who  have  become  quite  blind,  but  they 
have  complained  to  me  that  they  cannot  see  to  walk  about  well. 

7282.  Can  you  say  in  what  form  of  the  disease  the  blindness  was  marked  ? 
— I  do  not  know.  I 

7283.  Did  you  form  any  impression  as  to  the  number  of  those  whose  jj 
sight  became  affected  after  their  arrival  ? — I  know  one  man  who  said  that  his 
sight  was  very  fair  when  he  came. 

7284.  Could  you  pronounce  an  opinion  as  to  what  the  man's  sight  was 
when  he  came  to  the  island  ?; — I  used  to  hold  a  service  at  night  and  when  I 
asked  him  to  come  he  complained  that  since  he  had  been  on  the  island  his 
sight  had  got  so  bad  that  he  could  not  go  out  at  night. 

7286.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  influence  of  the  island  ? — So  many 
have  said  so  that  I  believe  it. 
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7286.  Are  you  aware  thnt  ''litidiiess  is  not  an  infrecjuent  condition  of  j^„^Yiet^^^mbriMk 
leprosy  ?— I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  disease.    One  man  was  there 
only  six  weeks  when  his  sight  became  affected. 

7287.  Is  he  stilll  on  the  island  ? — I  do  not  know,  he  is  a  white  man. 

7288.  When  did  you  see  him  ? — In  June  last. 

7289.  Is  that  the  only  case  you  can  mention  ? — No,  there  are  othera 

also. 

7290.  Can   you  mention  their  names  ? — I  think  Mr.  ,  a 

patient,  came  to  me  and  asked  nue  to  address  an  envelope  for  him  as  his 
sight  was  failing. 

7291.  Did  he  attribute  that  to  the  climatic  conditions  of  the  island? 
— I  cannot  say. 

7292.  Do  you  think  that  people  die  off  more  rapidly  on  the  island? — 
The  disease  seems  to  deyelope  very  rapidly. 

7293.  Dr.  Hoffman?^  What  is  your  own  impression  with  regard  to 
people  going  to  the  island ;  do  you  think  they  improve  in  health  ? — The 
lower  class  patients  seem  to  pick  up. 

7294.  Do  not  you  think  that  in  the  case  of  the  better  class  patients 
the  worry  and  anxiety  to  get  away  may  have  something  to  do  with  their 
not  picking  up  ? — It  may  be  so. 

7295.  Are  the  climatic  conditions  of  the  island  favourable  do  you 
think  ? — No ;  it  is  very  hot  in  summer,  the  wind  blows  sometimes  from  all 
quarters,  and  there  is  hardly  any  shelter;  directly  the  wind  blows  it 
affects  the  patients  apparently. 

7296.  Chairman.']  Can  you  suggest  anything  which  would  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  the  male  lepers  at  present  on  the  island? — I  think  the 
clothing  might  be  better  looked  after. 

7297.  Whose  duty  is  that? — I  went  to  Mr.  Pavel  and  asked  him  how 
it  was  the  patients  complained,  especially  in  winter,  that  they  did  not  get 
enough  clothing,  and  he  said  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  Government. 

7298.  Who  was  responsible  ? — I  wanted  to  find  out  but  I  could  not. 

7299.  Did  the  patients  complain  about  any  want  of  care  or  attention 
on  the  part  of  the  attendants  ?-— No.    I  do  not  think  so. 

7300.  Did  they  ever  accuse  any  of  the  attendants  of  being  drunk  ? — I 
have  heard  about  ,  but  I  have  no  evidence  at  all. 

7301.  Did  they  ever  accuse  any  of  the  attendants  of  not  being  sober  ? 
No  ;  I  do  not  think  so. 

7302.  Dr.  Dodds.'\  Have  you  visited  Eobben  Island  since  June,  1893  ? 
I  was  there  about  the  11th  of  June  last,  and  I  then  stayed  three  or 
four  days. 

7303.  Have  there  not  been  a  good  many  improvements  since? — I  cannot 

7304.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Is  .it  a  difficult  thing  to  get  at  the  truth  regarding 
;he  real  state  of  things  on  the  island  ? — Yes  ;  if  they  give  information  they 
are  afraid  of  being  ill-treated,  but  if  any  one  went  over  whom  the  patients  and 
jthers  thought  they  could  trust,  they  would  find  out  a  great  deal  and  perhaps 
;et  at  the  bottom  of  everything. 

7305.  Dr.  Herman.]  Who  are  afraid  of  being  ill-treated? — The  leper 
Datients. 

720f;.  Is  there  any  ground  for  supposing  that  they  have  been  ill-treated  ? 
—They  are  afraid  to  speak  out  lest  they  should  suffer  for  it. 

7307.  Chairman.]  It  has  been  alleged  that  one  leper  patient  was  beaten 
an  attendant ;  do  you  know  anything  about  that  ? — No. 

7308.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  From  your  own  personal  knowledge,  is  there  any 
er  information  you  can  give  us  ? — -I  do  not  think  so. 

7309.  Dr.  Herman.]  In  what  direction  do  you  think  the  lepers  could  be 
iccorded  increased  privileges  or  comforts  ? — I  think  the  Government  treats 
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AndriJ'c^brmk  generously  ;  the  bad  cookinj^  of  the  food  and  the  insufficient  clothing 

_  seem  to  be  the  two  grievances  ol  the  island. 

March  12th,  1894  .         7310.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  The  impression  on  your  mind  is  that  the  Govern- 

meut  treats  the  lepers  liberally  but  that  they  do  not  always  get  what  they 

ought  to  get  ? — Yes. 

7311.  Dr.  Herman?]  Do  you  think  there  is  not  sufficient  management 
or  control? — I  am  afraid  that  is  sc.. 

7312.  In  what  direction  is  the  management  faulty  ? — The  food  is  badly 
cooked  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  to  see  that  this  is  remedied 
and  that  the  patients  get  enough. 

7313.  Dr.  Hoffman.\  Do  you  Ihink  it  would  add  to  the  comfort  of  the 
patients  if  one  or  two  large  recreation  rooms  were  built  ? — Yes  ;  some  place 
is  wanted  where  the  patients  can  go  while  the  wards  are  being  cleaned. 

7314.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Cannot  they  be  in  the  day  rooms  or  under  the  veran- 
dahs while  the  dormitories  are  being  scrubbed  ? — One  or  two  recreation 
rooms  would  be  better  for  them. 

7315.  Dr.  Herman.']  Are  the  day  rooms  heated  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Charles  Watson  examined. 

Mr. 

Charles  Watton.  7316.  Chairman.']  Have  you  visited  Robben  Island  ? — Not  lately.  It 

is  about  three  years  since  I  was  there. 

7317.  Have  you  ever  been  there  in  any  official  capacity  ? — Yes,  I 
was  deputy  attendant  and  chief  boatman  for  some  time,  from  1862  until  1879. 

7318.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  state  of  the  island  within  the 
last  three  years  ? — No. 

7319.  Were  there  many  lepers  ,when  you  were  there? — I  think  about 
70  to  80  male  and  female  patients.  They  shifted  the  females  to  the  Old 
Somerset  Hospital  afterwards. 

7320.  Who  were  the  officials  in  charge  when  you  were  there  ? — Dr. 
Minto  was  there  when  I  first  went,  and  subsequently  Dr.  Biccard  and  Dr. 
Wynne 

7321.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  complaints  at 
present  existing  ? — No. 

7322.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Were  there  any  attacks  of  typhoid  fever  in  your 
time? — Yes,  we  used  to  have  it  annually.  I  had  it  myself  in  the  be- 
ginning of  1878. 

7323.  Dr.  Herman.  \  Were  those  cases  of  typhoid  recurring  on  the 
island  or  did  they  come  from  the  mainland  ? — T  suppose  they  got  it  on 
the  island ;  most  of  those  who  were  ill  never  were  on  the  mainland. 

7324.  Were  there  any  cases  among  the  patients  ? — Yes,  several.  I 
think  we  first  had  it  about  1867  and  there  were  a  good  many  deaths.  I 
always  pnt  it  down  to  the  water.  After  the  first  heavy  rains  came,  we 
6nly  had  surface  water  to  drink. 

7325.  Was  any  enquiry  made  into  the  matter  at  the  time  ? — I  do  not 
think  so. 

7326.  Was  that  in  Dr.  Biccard's  time  ?— Yes. 

7327.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Did  it  affect  the  same  people  again  ? — I  have  had  it 
again  since  I  have  been  in  Cape  Town.  The  storekeeper.  Mi.  Eeid,  died 
from  it  and  the  chief  clerk,  and  Mrs.  Logan  lost  a  little  girl,  and  there  were 
several  other  deaths.    Those  cases  were  all  in  the  village. 

7328.  Dr.  Hoffman  ]  Where  did  you  get  your  water  supply  from  then  ? 
— From  wells  on  the  island  ;  most  of  it  was  obtained  from  the  well  at  the 
back  of  the  asylum,  it  was  the  first  well  they  had  made. 

7329.  Have  improvements  been  made  since  that  time? — I  do  not  know. 

7330.  Did  all  the  inhabitants  drink  well  water  at  that  time,  was  there 
no  tank  water  ? — In  the  summer  season  you  could  not  get  rain  water  as  a 
rule ;  we  got  it  when  we  could. 
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7331.  Were  there  tanks  to  collect  the  water  in? — I^o,  empty  casks;.  f,f^^^i^,_t^„^, 
nearly  everyone  was  served  out  with  a  half  aum,  which  was  filled  every  ^  _  ' 
morning  by  one  of  the  lunatics.  ^^^^"^  nt^^m- 

7332.  Had  you  much  to  do  with  the  lepers  when  you  were  on  the 
island  *? — No.  When  I  was  deputv  attendant  I  removed  everybody  who 
died  in  the  leper  wards  from  i863  up  to  1871. 

7333.  Otherwise  you  had  not  much  to  do  with  the  lepers? — No. 

7334.  Dr.  Dodds!]  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  case  of  the  carpen- 
ter who  contracted  leprosy  ? — Yes.  His  name  was  Smith,  and  he  was  there 
from  about  1864  till  1867.  He  left  the  island  and  was  a  gate  keeper  on  the 
railway  at  Eondebosch  I  think,  and  then  he  came  back  to  the  island  and 
died  of  leprosy.  His  mother  attended  on  him  a  <j;ood  deal  and  she  died  also 
in  one  of  the  wards. 

7335.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Was  she  a  leper? — Yes.  she  contracted  it  also. 

7336.  Was  Smith  a  leper  when  he  left;  the  island  ? — I  should  not  say 
so.    He  came  back  three  or  four  years  afterwards. 

7337.  Was  he  so  far  as  you  are  aware,  a  leper  originally  ? — No. 

7338.  Did  his  mother  come  with  him  ? — His  mother  came  back  to  the 
island  when  he  did,  and  she  was  sent  as  a  pauper  to  the  chronic  sick 
ward;  she  became  a  leper  and  also  died  of  the  disease;  she  was  a  very 
old  woman,  about  70  or  80. 

7339.  Did  she  become  a  leper  after  she  returned  to  the  island  ? — I 
should  say  she  got  it  from  her  son  ;  she  used  to  nurse  him  and  dress 
and  wash  him. 

7340.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Was  Smith  born  on  the  island  ? — Yes ;  his  father 
was  an  old  pensioner ;  he  had  been  a  soldier,  and  he  died  on  the  island 
many  years  ago,  about  1862  or  1863.  He  had  been  all  about  the  country 
doing  carpenter's  work. 

7341.  Did  you  ever  speak  to  him  as  to  how  he  got  leprosy? — Yes; 
I  have  often  chaffed  him  about  it,  and  he  told  me  he  thought  he  got  it 
through  putting  a  body  into  a  coffin  when  he  had  a  cut  m  his  hand. 

7342.  Are  any  of  his  children  living  ? — He  was  never  married. 

7343.  Was  there  leprosy  among  any  of  his  relatives  that  you  know  of 
besides  his  mother  ? — No. 

7344.  Dr.  HoffmanT]  Were  he  and  his  mother  alone  or  was  there  a 
large  family  ? — There  was  a  daughter,  but  what  became  of  her  I  do  not 
know.    It  was  only  a  small  family.    The  father  was  an  Irishman. 

7345.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Do  you  think  the  daughter  could  be  traced  in  any 
way  ? — I  do  not  know  wherher  she  is  alive  or  dead.  Her  son 
was  in  the  Cape  Town  police  force  There  was  also  another  man 
un  the  island,  a  Swede,  who  used  to  do  washing  at  the  leper  wards.  I 
first  knew  him  at  Hondeklip  Bay,  he  discharged  vessels  that  came  there. 
He  came  to  the  island  as  a  leper,  but  the  disease  did  not  seem  to  grow 
any  worse. 

7346.  How  long  had  Smith  been  a  carpenter  on  the  island  ? — Four 
or  five  years. 

7347.  Dr.  Herman^  At  that  time  was  there  any  trouble  with  the 
lepers  or  were  they  quite  happy  and  contented  ? — I  think  they  were 
pretty  contented.  We  had  then  a  man  who  was  master,  Dr.  Edmunds, 
and  he  did  not  allow  anyone  else  to  be  master  but  himself,  and  so 
everything  went  on  smoothly.  We  knew  when  we  got  an  order  from 
him  that  we  had  to  obey  it,   if  we  did  not,  we  had  to  go. 

7348.  You  think  that  is  an  admirable  thing? — Yes;  you  want  a  good 
captain  of  the  ship.  Dr.  Edmunds  visited  on  the  island  three  times  every  day 
of  his  life.  He  was  at  the  wards  at  a  quarter  to  eight  in  the  morning,  and 
again  when  dinner  was  served  out,  and  no  dinner  was  allowed  to  be  served 
out  without  he  saw  it.  About  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  he  was  there  again, 
right  through  the  whole  asylum ;  there  was  no  place  he  did  not  go  into. 
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7349.  Ohairmun.']  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  how 
managed  now  ? — No  ;  not  for  the  last  three  years. 

7350.  Dr.  Sermm.']  Do  you  think  Eobben  Island  is  a  suitable  place 
for  a  large  leper  institution  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  It  cannot  be  healthy 
where  there  are  such  a  lot  of  people ;  then  again  the  water  question  is  a  very 
serious  matter. 

7351.  Do  you  think  that  the  inhabitants  suffer  from  that  ? — I  know  if 
I  were  there  again  I  should  get  my  drinking  water  as  close  to  the  sea  as  possi- 
ble.   The  water  is  always  more  or  less  brackish  on  the  island. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Faure  examined. 

7362.  Ckmrman]  You  are  resident  magistrate  of  Cape  Town  ? — Yes 

7353.  Do  you  know  Eobben  Island? — T  was  there  many  years  ago. 

7354.  Have  you  visited  the  island  recently  ? — No  ;  the  last  time  I  was 
there  was  in  1867,  I  think.  I  went  over  with  some  others  for  a  trip.  I  dc 
not  think  there  were  any  lepers  there  at  the  time. 

7355.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  with  regard  to  the  segregation  o: 
lepers  ? — I  have  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  lepers  in  one  way  and  another. 

7356.  Do  you  know  the  present  Segregation  Act  ?—  I  have  seen  the  Act. 
I  may  say  that  I  was  in  the  Malmesbury  district  for  three  years,  and  I  saw 
a  good  deal  of  the  disease  there. 

7357.  With  reference  to  the  present  mode  in  which  a  leper  is  dealt  with'  - 
prior  to  being  sent  over  to  Eobben  Island,  do  you  attach  much  importance  to  ] 
the  certificate  of  the  field  cornet,  which  is  required  under  the  Act  ? — No.  j 

7358.  You  are  aware  that  as  the  Act  now  stands  a  leper  cannot  be  sent  ^ 
to  Eobben  Island  unless  the  field  cornet  gives  a  certificate,  in  conjunction  i 
with  the  district  surgeon  aud  the  magistrate  ? — Yes. 

7359.  Without  the  certificate  of  the  field  cornet,  would  the  procedure 
be  complete  and  in  order  ?— No  ;  but  I  think  the  Act  might  be  amended  by 
not  requiring  the  certificate  of  field  cornets.  It  is  difficult  to  get  their 
signatures  sometimes. 

7360.  What  would  you  substitute  ? — I  think  you  might  substitute  the 
certificate  of  a  respectable  land-owner. 

7361.  Dr.  Herman. \  To  certify  what  ? — What  the  field  cornet  now 
certifies ;  but  I  think  if  a  medical  man  and  the  magistrate  certify  that  is  enough. 

7362.  Do  you  think  the  certificate  of  one  medical  man  is  sufficient  to 
safeguard  the  interests  of  the  patient  ? — No  doubt  the  certificates  of  two 
medical  men  would  be  more  satisfactory. 

7363.  What  was  the  object  of  requiring  the  field  cornet's  certificate  ? — 
I  have  no  idea  ;  perhaps  to  ensure  more  certainty  about  the  matter. 

7364.  Chairman.~\  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  lepers  being  sent  direct  to 
Eobben  Island  or  should  they  first  be  sent  to  a  receiving  house  or  probationary 
ward  for  further  examination  ? — Of  course  there  are  some  cases  which  admit 
of  no  doubt,  but  there  are  cases  again  where  it  would  be  very  desirable  iot 
patients  to  be  sent  to  a  probationary  ward  or  receiving  house. 

7365.  You  mean  doubtful  cases? — Yes. 

7366.  How  would  you  deal  with  them  there  ? — I  would  place  them  under 
strict  medical  observation. 

7367-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a  separate  Board  to  pronounce  1 
upon  such  cases  ? — I  have  given  the  matter  very  little  thought,  but  I  should 
say  a  Board  would  be  a  good  thing. 

7368.  And  a  patient  might  be  detained  until  the  case  was  certified  by 
the  Board  to  be  leprous  or  not  ? — Yes. 

7369.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  general  principle  of  segregating  lepers  ? — 
Yes,  from  what  I  have  observed  I  think  it  is  absolutely  desirable. 

7370.  How  would  you  provide  for  the  disclosure  of  any  case  of  leprosy  | 
in  9,  district  ? — It  is  very  difficult  sometimes  to  get  any  information.  There 
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are  instances  where  leprosy  is  being  suppressed.    The  only  way  is  to  get  in-      ^  ^Faur,-. 
formation  through  the  police  or  field  cornets,  — 

7371.  Dr.  Herman.']  In  what  way  are  cases  of  leprosy  suppressed  do  you  ^^^^^  ^^th,  i894. 
think  ? — The  magistrate  or  the  authorities  are  not  informed,  and  the  thing  is 

kept  as  dark  as  possible. 

7372.  Under  the  Act  it  is  the  duty  of  every  field  cornet  and  police 
constable  forthwith  to  report  to  the  resident  magistrate  the  existence  of  any 
case  of  leprosy  which  may  come  to  their  knowledge,  is  it  not  ? — There  may  be 
cases  where  field  cornets  would  not  report  cases,  although  I  have  not  known  of 
such  a  thing.    It  is  very  easy  to  do  it. 

7373.  When  were  you  at  Malmesbury  ? — I  left  there  in  1892.  The  Act 
was  not  in  force  then,  and  we  had  a  difficulty  in  getting  lepers  away  who 
ought  to  have  been  removed. 

7374.  Do  you  think  as  a  rule  that  field  cornets  are  of  sufficiently  high 
standing  and  sufficiently  trustworthy  to  be  entrusted  with  the  duty  which  now 
devolves  upon  them  ? — Some  field  cornets  are  perfectly  ti  ustworthy,  but 
others  again  I  have  often  found  are  not  entirely  to  be  trusted  ;  they  connive 
at  matters. 

7376.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  If  a  field  cornet  saw  a  case  of  leprosy  in  a  family 
do  you  think  he  should  report  it  ? — Yes,  I  think  so,  as  it  is  such  a  serious  and 
dreadful  disease. 

7376.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  under  any  Act  there  would  be  a  diffi-, 
culty  in  getting  cases  of  leprosy  disclosed  ?  —I  think  so. 

7377.  Is  there  any  way  of  overcoming  that  ? — Anyone  concealing  a  case 
of  leprosy  might  be  punished  either  by  fine  or  imprisonment. 

7378.  But  suppose  a  person  said  he  did  not  know  it  was  a  case  of 
leprosy  ? — He  might  say  that  and  there  would  of  course  always  be  some  dif- 
ficulty in  regard  to  the  diagnosis, 

7379.  Would  you  call  on  medical  attendants  to  disclose  cases  they  came 
across  ? — I  think  so. 

7380.  Might  it  not  be  prejudicial  to  medical  men  as  well  as  lead  to  still 
more  concealment  of  cases  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  it  is  really  their  duty  to  do  ' 
it,  and  people  would  not  be  able  to  find  fault  with  them  for  doing  their  duty. 

7381.  Would  you  make  it  the  duty  of  an}'-  medical  man  to  report  cases 
of  leprosy  or  only  district  surgeons  ? — I  would  say  any  medical  man  —it 
should  apply  to  all.  I  remember  at  Malmesbury  the  Government  sought  for 
information  in  regard  to  leprosy  and  several  medical  men  positively  refused 
to  give  it,  saying  that  it  was  not  their  duty,  and  they  were  not  going  to 
divulge  the  secrets  of  their  practice. 

7382.  If  it  was  made  compulsory  there  could  no  longer  be  that  objec- 
tion, could  there  ? — No. 

7383.  From  the  experience  you  have  had  at  Malmesbury  of  leprosy, 
do  you  think  it  is  spreading  at  all  ? — I  believe  at  the  time  I  left,  about  two 
years  ago,  it  was  considered  to  be  spreading. 

7384.  Is  it  more  prevalent  among  the  whites  or  the  coloured  people  ? — 
In  the  Malmesbury  district  it  was  among  both  classes. 

7385.  In  equal  proportions  ? — I  almost  think  so.  Dr.  Simons  would  be 
a  very  good  authority  as  to  that.  I  know  the  disease  was  considered  rather 
serious  both  among  the  whites  and  the  blacks. 

7386.  Do  you  think  the  people  are  awake  to  the  fact  themselves  ? — 
■Yes. 

7387.  Would  they  give  information  freely  now  do  you  think  ?-  I  do 
iot  know  how  they  feel  about  the  matter  in  the  Malmesbury  district  now 
that  the  Act  is  in  force.  We  had  several  cases  at  Grraaff ■  Eeinet,  and  I  think  s 
at  one  time  there  were  six  or  seven  lepers  in  the  place,  coloured  people  ; 
they  were  got  at  easily  enough  as  they  were  living  in  the  native  location. 
When  they  found  that  they  had  to  be  sent  to  Eobben  Island,  one  ran  off, 
and  we  had  a  difficulty  in  getting  him  afterwards.  That  shows  that  they 
try  to  shun  segregation. 
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J  c%aure  TSSS.  Are  you  in  favour  of  segregation  generally,  or  would  you  be  in- 

—  clined  to  modify  it  at  all :  would  you  He  in  favour  of  having  two  or  three 

March  12th,  1894.  centres  for  segregation  on  the  mainland  ? — I  think  that  would  in  a  measure 
do  away  with  the  dread  that  now  exists  of  being  sent  away  such  a  long  dis- 
tance as  Eobbea  Island  is  from  some  parts  of  the  Colony. 

7389.  Dr.  Hoffman7\  Would  not  that  entail  much  more  expense  and 
trouble  upon  the  Government  ? — Naturally  it  would.  There  would  have  to 
be  buildings  and  staff. 

739U.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  lo  guard  the  lepers  as  well  on 
the  mainland  as  on  Robben  Island  ? — No,  certainly  not.  A  safer  place  could 
not  be  found  for  them  than  on  Robben  Island. 

7391.  Chairman?^  Do  not  you  think  the  better  class  patients  might  be 
isolated  in  their  own  homes?— I  do  not  think  so  ;  it  would  not  work  in  my 
opinion.  I  remember  a  bad  case  of  leprosy  at  Malmesbury  which  proved 
fatal  ,  but  the  family;  would  not  keen  away  from  the  patient.  I  know^  also  of 
other  cases  in  the  district  where  there  was  so  called  separation,  but  still  they 
mixed  up  one  with  the  other. 

73U2.  Dr.  Hoffman?,^  Practically  you  do  not  think  that  segregation 
could  be  carried  on  in  that  way  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  not  at  the  homes  of 
patients.  I  remember  another  case  at  Riebeek  West  or  Murraysburg  where 
an  attempt  was  made  to  get  a  party  removed.  It  was  a  case  of  leprosy,  and 
.  it  was  reported  to  me  that  unless  there  was  segregation  there  would  be  dan- 
ger of  the  disease  spreading,  because  they  could  not  possibly  keep  the  relations 
away  from  the  house.  The  man  refuse  to  go  and  there  was  then  no  power 
to  compel  him. 

7393.  Dr.  Herman.~\  Do  jon.  think  people  are  themselves  fully  alive  to  the 
danger  of  coming  into  contact  with  lepers  ? — They  are  alive  to  the  danger, 
and  they  shun  it,  but  for  all  that  you  find  they  are  careless  after  a  time, 
and  have  intercourse  with  each  other. 

7394.  Have  you  known  of  any  case  where  lepers  have  been  abandoned 
by  their  friends  and  relatives? — No  ;  there  may  be  such  cases. 

7395.  Have  you  known  cases  where  persons  have  been  driven  into 
isolation  through  the  force  of  public  opinion  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  such 
cases. 

7396.  Did  lepers  frequent  the  village  and  public  places  at  Malmesbury? 
" — When  they  did  there  was  an  outcry  in  the  village  at  once  about  it. 

7397.  At  that  time  did  you  collect  any  information  for  the  Government 
as  to  the  existence  of  leprosy  in  the  district  ? — A  form  was  filled  in. 

7398.  Had  you  any  difficulty  in  collecting  information  ? — I  should  like 
to  have  obtained  more  information  from  private  medical  practitioners,  but 
they  declined  in  some  cases  to  give  it. 

7399.  Was  that  the  only  source  of  information  open?— Yes.  District^ 
surge'ons  and  medical  men  were  asked  for  details,  and  field  cornets  also. 

7400.  If  one  wer(!  attempting  to  make  an  enumeration  or  census  of  all 
the  cases  of  leprosy  in  the  Colony,  who  would  be  the  best  persons  to  apply 
to? — Medical  men  would  be  the  best.  I  think  tbey  would  know  a  good  deal 
about  the  disease,  especially  if  it  was  their  duty  to  report  all  cases. 

7401.  Do  not  you  think  that  lepers  shun  the  medical  men? — Even  if 
they  did,  the  medical  men  would  be  in  a  position  to  get  information  and  find 
out.    They  go  about  the  district  and  hear  of  cises  in  one  place  and  another. 

7402.  Dr.  Fismer'].  By  attending  families  medical  men  would  occasion 
ally  detect  cases,  would  they  not  ? — Yes  ;  cases  would  be  found  out  in  that 
way  here  and  there. 

7403.  Dr.  Herman.~\  Is  there  no  other  means  by  which  you  could  get 
an  enumeration  of  all  cases  of  leprosy  ? — 1  do  not  know  of  any  other  sources 
except  the  medical  men  and  field  cornets. 

7404.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Do  you  think  that  ministers  of  religion  would  be 
able  to  report  cases  ? — They  might  perhaps,  but  very  many  cases  would 
escape  them  as  they  do  not  visit  so  much  among  the  blacks. 
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7405.  Dr.  Herman.^  Do  you  think  it  would  meet  all  the  requirements      ^  J^Faun 
of  the  case  if  medical  men  only  wore  called  upon  to  notify  the  existence  of       "  — 
leprosy  ? — I  would  make  it  also  incumbent  upon  householders  to  report  at  ^^''^^  i'^*^' 
once  any  cases  of  leprosy  in  the  house. 

7406.  Would  you  have  a  substantial  penalty  for  failing  to  do  so  ? — I 
think  so ;  I  should  say  a  fine  of  £10  or  £20. 

7407.  Dr.  Hojman.l  Would  you  go  on  increasing  the  penalty  for 
subsequent  offencf's  ?  - 1  would  make  the  fine  not  exceeding  £20. 

7408.  Dr.  Herman.']  In  country  districts  would  it  not  be  rather  difficult 
for  farmers  to  come  in  and  notify  such  a  thing  as  a  case  of  leprosy  ;  would  you 
Dot  make  it  incumbent  on  them  to  notify  to  the  nearest  field  cornet  or  magis- 
trate ? — They  could  report  to  the  magistrate  in  writing.  If  they  are  anxious 
to  communicate  a  fact  of  that  kind,  it  is  easy  enough  to  find  means  of  doing 
so. 

7409.  Loes  that  apply  to  most  of  the  outlying  districts  ? — Yes.  If  a 
person  is  anxious  to  rej^ort,  he  is  sure  to  find  his  way  to  some  official ;  or  it 
could  even  be  reported  to  the  mounted  police  in  the  district,  who  in  turn 
would  report  to  the  magistrate  or  other  authorities.  The  mounted  police 
make  regular  patrols  in  most  districts,  and  elsewhere  you  have  the  ordinary 
police. 

7410.  You  think  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  reaching  some  official  ? 
—No. 

7411.  How  would  you  do  in  the  case  of  a  Kafir  kraal  or  native  location  ? 
The  master  of  the  place  could  find  out  if  there  were  any  cases  of  leprosy  if 

he  was  anxious  to  do  so,  and  if  he  was  at  all  concerned  about  the  welfare  of 
his  property. 

7412.  Would  you  make  any  official  responsible  for  having  a  proper 
inspection  carried  out  ? — In  districts  where  there  are  mounted  police  they  r 
would,  perhaps,  be  the  best  persons  to  make  tours  of  inspection. 

7413.  Generally,  do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  work  the  Act 
without  undertaking  some  form  of  supervision  by  an  inspector  or  some 
responsible  official  ? — I  think  if  there  is  supervision,  you  will  get  more 
information. 

7414.  Would  you  recommend  the  appointment  of  an  inspector  to  travel 
round  different  parts  of  the  country  and  see  that  cases  were  brought  forward  ? 
— If  he  visited  certain  districts  casually,  he  might  not  know  the  nooks  and 
iComers,  and  cases  might  escape  his  notice.  Perhaps  if  it  was  left  to  the 
police,  and  in  cases  where  there  were  no  police  to  the  field  cornets,  you  might 
get  sufficient  information,  except  where  field  cornets,  for  family  or  other 
reasons,  might  be  inclined  to  conceal  cases. 

7415.  You  do  not  think  there  would  be  much  advantage  in  appointing 
inspectors  to  visit  certain  districts  where  there  was  leprosy? — I  think  local 
men  would  have  a  better  knowledge.  It  would  entail  a  good  deal  of  expense 
^th,  I  fear,  a  very  poor  result. 

I  7416.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  cases  exist  in  certain  localities,  but 
they  are  not  notified  because  the  field  cornet  does  not  wish  it  done ;  how 
would  you  meet  that? — The  district  surgeon  might  see  into  it. 

5417.  But  he  has  no  authority  ;  some  one  has  to  notify  to  the  magistrate, 
who  in  turn  authorises  the  district  surgeon  to  examine  the  case  ? — I  would 
make  a  special  inspection  if  there  were  suspected  cases,  but  I  would  not  have 
an  inspector  going  round  constantly,  calling  himself  a  leprosy  inspector,  with, 
perhaps,  very  little  result.  If  they  knew  he  was  coming,  people  might 
conceal  cases  from  him.  Constables  and  others  would,  in  the  course  of  their 
rounds,  meet  with  cases,  and  they  would  have  their  eyes  open.  In  Graaff- 
fieinet  there  were  fifteen  mounted  police,  who  patrolled  the  district,  and  very 
few  pronounced  cases  of  leprosy  would  escape  them,  and  so  it  would  be  in 
other  districts. 

7418.  Chairman.']  That  would  not  cause  any  additional  expense,  would 
lit  ?— No. 
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J  7419.  Dr.  Herman.']  Had  yoii  many  lepers  in  the  GraafE-Reinet  district  ? 

—  — There  were  six  or  seven  for  wliom  Governor's  warrants  were  issued  and 

March  12th,  1894.  there  may  have  been  one  or  two  other  cases  while  T  was  there. 

7420.  Is  there  any  trace  of  the  old  leper  establishment  there? — I  do  not 
know  of  it. 

7421.  Dr.  Ho  fman7\  Would  that  be  the  whole  number  of  lepers  in  the 
district  of  Graaff-Eein  t  ? — I  sent  letters  to  the  field  cornets  and  particularly 
asked  the  mounted  police  to  make  a  point  of  enquiring  and  reporting  to  me, 
but  I  got  no  other  reports  to  the  best  of  ray  knowledge.  The  field  cornets 
reported  that  their  wards  were  perfectly  clear.  The  six  or  seven  cases  that 
were  sent  away  at  one  time  were  placed  in  the  native  location  just  outside 
the  town. 

7422.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  is  the  procedure  in  reporting  eases  in  Cape 
Town  ? — Private  individuals  sometimes  report  and  the  police  also  report 
cases. 

7423.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Is  it  the  special  duty  of  anyone  to  report  ? — 
Not  in  town. 

7424.  Dr.  Herman.  ]  Can  you  inform  us  whether  there  are  any  cases  of 
leprosy  about  in  Cape  Town  ? — I  believe  there  are  none  about  now  as  far  as 
I  know.  If  there  were  any  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  magistrate  or  some 
responsible  person  to  have  them  enquired  into.  I  have  not  any  report  before 
me  now. 

7425.  Unless  cases  were  reported  to  you  you  would  not  be  able  to 
enquire  into  them,  would  you  ? — No. 

7426.  Who  is  supposed  to  report  cases  ? — The  Town  Council  have 
reported  in  two  instances,  and  I  had  them  enquired  into  and  certified  by  the 
district  surgeon. 

7427.  Had  you  any  trouble  in  having  the  individuals  examined  ? — We 
set  about  it  cautiously,  and  took  care  that  the  patients  were  not  frightened  into 
the  idea  that  they  were  going  to  be  sent  to  Eobben  Island,  and  immediately 
the  papers  were  ready  we  got  them. 

7428.  Have  you  authority  to  make  an  examination? — Not  unless  a 
report  is  made. 

7429.  Could  you  for  instance  walk  into  a  house  and  say,  "  I  have  come 
to  have  you  examined"  ?—  I  do  not  know. 

7430.  Could  you  summon  a  leper  to  appear  before  you  ? — I  have  no  such 
authority. 

7431.  How  would  you  propose  to  alter  the  Act  so  as  to  meet  such  a  case  ? 
— I  would  have  it  made  incumbent  on  householders  and  neighbours  to  notify 
that  so  and  so  is  a  leper. 

7432.  Would  you  extend  the  notification  to  neighbours? — I  think  so. 

7433.  If  you  had  no  notification  on  oath  you  would  still  have  a  difficulty 
in  dealing  with  a  case,  would  you  not? — Yes. 

7434.  Would  it  not  be  quite  sufficient  if  the  magistrate  had  authority  to 
summon  before  him  a  person  who  was  supposed  to  be  a  leper  for  medical 
examination ;  would  there  be  any  particular  hardship  in  that  do  you  think  ? 
— There  may  be  in  some  cases  where  a  person  has  not  perhaps  got  leprosy  ; 
it  would  be  better  to  go  to  the  house  and  examine  any  suspected  person 
there. 

7435.  Who  would  you  require  to  lay  the  information  ? — I  should 
imagine  the  householder  in  the  first  instance  if  he  could  be  got  to  give  the 
information,  otherwise  a  neighbour  or  respectable  landowner  in  the  ward. 

7436.  Would  you  entrust  some  official  with  the  duty  of  making  enquiries 
first  of  all,  just  as  outbreaks  of  any  disease  are  investigated  now? — The 
municipality  would  not  be  able  to  do  anything  out  of  their  own  town  ;  the 
field  cornet  would  have  to  do  it. 

7437.  Who  do  you  think  should  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  laying 
information  in  towns  ? — There  is  always  the  chief  constable. 
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7438.  Suppose  it  was  reported  to  3''on  to-morrow  that  A.B.,  a  person  of  some      ^  c^Faure 
social  position,  was  supposed  to  have  leprosy-,  would  you  send  a  constable  to  his  — 
house  to  make  enquiries  ? — I  would  not  mind  sending  the  chief  constable  to  M«*ct  i2tii,  i894 
his  house  ;  I  would  not  send  an  ordinary  constable  in  such  a  cas(i :  of  course 

it  is  rather  a  difficult  matter.  You  might  perhaps  send  the  district  surgeon 
with  authority  for  the  suspected  person  to  submit  to  an  examination.  It  is 
rather  a  serious  thing  to  go  to  a  house  and  tell  a  person  that  he  is  suspected  of 
having  leprosy  ;  it  should  be  done  in  as  cautious  a  manner  as  possible. 

7439.  Dr.  Fisiner.~]  Would  it  not  b)  better  if  the  private  medical 
attendant  was  asked  first  to  examine  the  patient  in  a  doubtful  case  ? — If  it 
was  made  incumbent  upon  private  medical  men  to  report  cases  you  would 
naturally  have  the  information  at  once,  but  in  cas(\s  where  there  was  no  medical 
man  attending,  the  district  surgeon  would  he.  the  proper  person  to  employ. 

7440.  Ohairman.']  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  present  condition 
of  Eobben  Island;  there  is  a  magistrate  there,  is  there  not?-— Yes;  Mr. 
Jones  is  the  magistrate. 

7441.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  terms  of  his  appointment  ? — Ko. 

7442.  Does  he  report  to  you  at  all? — He  is  an  assistant  magistrate  of 
Cape  Town,  but  he  does  not  report  to  me  ;  his  reports  do  not  pass  through  my 
hands. 

7443.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  you  conducted  any  enquiries  in  connection 
with  the  disturbances  on  Eobben  Island  ? — No. 
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,,  Fismer. 
Rev.  W.  Watkins  examined. 

7444.  Chairman.]  What  official  position  do  you  hold  on  Eobben  ^.  ^Jt'/dns. 
Island  ? — I  am  resident  chaplain  there. 

7445.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  island? — Since  Michaelmas 
1890,  three  and  a  half  years. 

7446.  Do  you  come  in  contact  with  the  leper  population  of  the  island  ? 
—Yes. 

7447.  Have  the  male  lepers  complained  to  you  at  all  on  any  subject, 
about  the  food  for  instance  ? — Yes,  I  have  had  complaints  sometimes. 

7448.  Have  they  complained  about  the  cooking  ? — Yes,  but  in  the 
case  of  many  of  the  patients  it  is  better  than  what  they  are  accustomed  to 
at  their  own  homes. 

7449.  Have  you  ever  been  present  when  the  meals  were  served  out  ? — ■ 
Yes.  ^ 

7450.  Have  you  yourself  inspected  the  food  occasionally  ?— I  have 
never  done  so  officially. 

7451.  Have  you  looked  at  it? — I  have  casually  looked  at  it. 

7452.  Have  "the  patients  ever  brought  their  food  and  shown  it  to  you 
as  a  specimen? — Not  that  I  remember. 

7453.  What  is  the  impression  you  formed  in  your  own  mind  as  to  the 
way  the  patients  were  treated  ? — I  must  confess  that  I  think  they  should 
have  something  more  for  breakfast  than  dry  bread. 

7454.  What  do  they  get  for  breakfast  ?— Dry  bread  and  coffee,  that  is 
the  ordinary  ration ;  those  who  are  working  may  get  something  extra, 
perhaps  butter  or  an  egg.    I  do  not  know  that  officially. 
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^  Fv///;.?  7455.  Ts  the  sleeping  accomraodation  good? — I  think  the  bedding  is 

— '  "     comfortable,  but  they  want  a  few  air  mattresses  or  sometliiug  of  the  kind  for 
Maivh  iTjth,  1894.  ^j^Qse  paticnts  who  are  very  ill  and  have  bed  sores.    I  have  known  cases 
where  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  suffering  for  want  of  them. 

7456.  Are  there  no  air  or  water  beds  ? — There  are  one  or  two  in  the 
male  leper  wards.      I  believe  there  are  none  in  the  female  wards. 

7457.  Do  you  think  the  patients  have  enough  blankets,  sheets,  and 
things  of  that  sort  ? — I  think  so. 

7458.  Do  the  male  lepers  have  sufficient  clothing  issued  to  them? 
— I  should  say  so.     I  have  heard  one  or  two  complain  tliat  when  tliey 
first  came  they  had  to  wait  a  long  time  for  clothing ;  there  have  been  so 
many  patients  that  it  may  have  been  unavoidable,  but  as  a  rule  they  are  ell, 
clothed.  ^ 

7450.  Have  they  complained  to  you  of  the  cold? — Yes.  There  are' 
constant  complaints  in  the  winter,  not  about  lack  of  clothing,  but  on  account 
of  the  climate,  the  sea  fogs,  and  so  on. 

7460.  How  many  attendants  are  there  at  the  male  leper  wards  ? — There 
is  one  European  attendant  at  each  of  the  six  sections  and  tw3  cocks.  In  'No. 
1,  which  is  the  hospital  ward,  there  are  about  fifty  men  ;  there  are  two  non- 
leper  attendants  to  that,  and  one  to  each  of  the  other  wards. 

7461.  What  is  the  number  of  patients  in  the  other  wards,  roughly 
speaking  ? — About  eighty  in  each.  The  white  ward  is  much  smaller  and 
contains  about  thirty. 

74(12.  Are  there  any  night  attendants  for  the  male  lepers  ? — There  is 
one  for  the  whole  establishment,  and  there  is  always  a  constable  on  duty  as 
well  ;  one  or  two,  I  am  not  sure  which. 

7463.  Have  the  lepers  ever  complained  to  you  about  the  attendants ?- 
Yes,  once  or  twice. 

7464.  Have  they  complained  of  drunkenness  on  the  part  of  the  atten- 
dants?—Yes. 

7465.  When  was  that? — Some  months  ago.  There  have  not  been  more 
than  two  or  three  complaints. 

7466.  Are  those  who  complain  fairly  reliable  characters  ? — That  is 
always  hard  to  sa}^ ;  the  ones  who  are  most  ready  to  complain  are  generally 
those  who  are  rather  troublesome. 

7467.  Are  the  cooks  coloured  men  ? — No,  they  are  both  Europeans,  and 
non-lepers, 

7468.  Have  you  yourself  ever  seen  drunkenness  among  the  attendants  ? 
— Yes,  I  have  occasionally. 

7469.  Will  you  state  the  names  of  the  attendants  ?- — I  would  sooner  do 
so  in  their  presence. 

7470.  Have  vou  seen  drunk  ? — Yes.    In  the  case  of  some  of 

the  attendants  it  waa  9  long  time  ago. 

7471.  Dr.  Dodds.2  Are  they  there  at  present? — Some  of  them  are. 
There  were  two  or  three  hard  drinkers  who  have  left. 

7472.  Chairman.~\  Have  those  instances  been  frequent  ? — No  ;  I  cannot 
say  that. 

7473.  Does  it  occur  from  time  to  time  among  these  men  ? — I  have  noj; 
seen  anything  of  it  for  six  months  now. 

7474.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Not  in  the  case  of  any  of  those  you  have  mentioned : 
— As  far  as  I  can  remember,  no. 

7475.  Chainnmi.']  Have  any  of  the  male  leper  patients  ever  complained 
of  being  assaulted  ? — I  never  heard  of  it. 

7476.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Can  you  say  whether  the  instances  of  drunkenness 
have  se\'iously  affected  the  usefulness  of  the  officers  and  attendants  men- 
tioned ?• — Not  in  alt  cases ;  in  one  or  two  instances  they  certainly  have  for  a 
time. 
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7477.  Have  the  cas(s  been  so  casual  as  not  really  to  have  affected  the  ^Ja-u^s 
influence  of  the  individuals  aamed  with  the  patients  ? — That  is  very  difficult  — 

to  say.  I  do  not  think  the  tone  of  the  place  is  very  high  I  must  confess,  but 
I  could  not  say  that  the  patients  have  any  feeling  of  dislike  to  the  attendants 
in  consequence.  It  has  not  been  to  any  such  extent  that  they  have  neglected 
the  patients.  I  think  the  patients  like  the  attendants,  and  they  seem  to  get 
on  very  well  together  in  all  respects  as  far  as  I  have  seen. 

7478.  Br.  Ho_fman-~\  Apart  from  the  attendants,  have  you  seen  any 
cases  of  drunkenness  among  the  lepers  themselves  ? — I  have  only  seen  one  or 
two  the  worse  for  drink,  hut  I  have  heard  of  other  cases. 

7479.  Chairman.']  Was  that  after  a  general  visiting  day? — I  think  so. 
I  did  not  make  a  note  of  the  day. 

7480.  With  regard  to  the  female  leper  ward,  do  you  visit  there  also  ? — 

.Yes. 

7481.  Have  the  female  lepers  complained  to  you  about  the  treatment 
they  receive  at  the  hands  of  their  attendants  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  Ther(i 
have  been  a  good'  many  changes.  When  the  present  matron  took  charge 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  feeling  about  the  old  one  leaving.  She  left  of  her 
own  free  will,  and  the  patients  made  a  little  trouble  about  it  at  first,  but  it 
was,  I  think,  merely  owing  to  their  dislike  of  any  change.  They  are  all 
very  fond  of  the  matron. 

7482.  Dr.  Ho f man.']  Were  they  very  fond  of  the  previous  matron  ? — 
They  seemed  to  be  ;  I  think  they  like  them  both  as  far  as  I  could  see. 

7483.  Chairman.]  Have  the  female  lepers  complained  to  you  about  the 
food  or  clothing  ? — 1  do  not  remember  any  complaint  about  the  clothing  : 
two  or  three  have  complained  about  the  food  and  about  the  tea  ;  they  said 
it  was  weak  and  bad. 

7484.  Dr.  Eoffm.an7]  Have  you  had  opportunities  of  inspecting  the 
food  yourself  ? — .1  have  seen  it ;  i  did  not  inspect  it. 

7485.  Do  you  think  the  complaints  with  reference  to  the  food  were 
justified  ? — I  think  so ;  the  rations  were  rather  scanty  and  they  get 
considerably  less  meat  than  the  men. 

7486  Was  the  cooking  good,  or  were  there  complaints  as  to  that? — A 
few  said  that  the  food  was  tasteless  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  very  good.  I 
do  not  think  the  pook  who  is  a  leper  neglects  her  work  ;  she  does  her  best, 
but  the  cooking  is  inferior  to  that  in  the  male  leper  wards. 

7487.  Do  the  patients  get  any  butter  or  fat  with  their  bread  ? — No, 
not  ordinarily. 

7488.  You  spoke  about  the  tea  being  complained  of;  was  the  coffee 
also  indifferent  ? — I  cannot  remember  that  1  ever  heard  any  complaints 
about  the  coffee. 

7489.  Have  the  female  lepers  ever  complained  about  insufficiency  of 
clothing  ? — IS'o  ;  I  do  not  recollect  that  they  have. 

7490.  Have  they  complained  at  all  of  ill-treatment  ?— No,  I  do  not 
remember  any  complaints  of  that  sort. 

7491.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  as  a  rule  the  female  lepers  are  fairly 
comfortable  ? — I  think  so.  For  cases  of  extreme  sickness  they  want  some- 
thing in  the  nature  of  a  hospital  ward  like  the  men  have  got,  with  more 
scientific  nursing.  I  have  known  several  cases  where  patients  have  got 
very  bad  with  bed  sores.  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  seen  the  sores ;  it  is 
what  they  tell  me. 

7492.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Have  they  complained  about  not  being  nursed 
sufiiciently  ? — No  ;  it  is  only  my  opinion. 

74  i  3.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Do  you  think  they  are  not  sufficiently  nursed 
when  they  are  very  ill  ? — Yes. 

7494.  Do  you  think  there  are  enough  attendants  to  look  after  all  the 
lepeis  ? — No;  I  think  they  want  moie  European  nurses,  certainly  one  more. 
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If  they  could  have  a  trained  nurse  it  would  be  a  great  thing.  At  present 
there  is  the  matron  and  an  assistant,  that  is  all. 

7495.  Have  the  patients  ever  complained  about  the  climatic  conditions 
of  the  island? — Yery  frequently  ;  it  is  a  constant  cause  of  complaint. 

7496.  What  is  it  they  complain  of  ? — In  summer  they  complain  of  the 
great  glare  from  the  white  sand  which  blows  about  and  affects  their  eyes. 
In  winter  they  complain  about  the  sea  fogs  and  the  cold,  although  the  wards 
are  well  warmed. 

7497.  What  is  your  own  impression  about  the  climatic  conditions  of  the 
island  ? — I  only  speak  as  a  layman,  but  I  should  say  they  were  unfavorrable 
because  of  the  damp  in  v.'inter  and  the  great  glare  from  the  sun  and  sand  in 
summer.  It  is  very  hot  in  summer,  not  so  hot  as  in  Cape  Town  perhaps,  but 
the  glare  is  very  intense,  and  there  are  no  trees  to  afford  any  shade,  I 
should  say  that  the  temperature  was  lower  than  in  Cape  Town. 

7498.  Do  you  think  the  lepers  are  sufficiently  sheltered  on  very  windy 
days  or  on  very  hot  days  outside  the  wards  ? — No ;  there  is  no  shelter  at  all 
hardly.  Each  ward  has  a  stoep,  but  that  is  exposed  a  good  deal  and  open 
in  front. 

7499.  Do  you  think  a  large  recreation  room  would  be  an  advantage  and 
add  considerably  to  their  comfort  ? — I  should  think  so,  I  have  not  thought 
much  about  that. 

7500.  Do  y6u  think  that  much  might  be  done  to  make  the  island 
pleasanter  by  planting  trees  ? — There  are  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
tree  planting,  first  because  of  the  want  of  wa*er,  and  secondly  on  account  of 
the  rabbits.  They  tried  tree  planting,  but  the  rabbits  ate  up  all  the  young 
trees. 

7'")0J.  Is  the  water  supply  fairly  sufficient  for  all  purposes  ? — We  have 
not  run  short,  but  there  is  very  little  for  irrigation.  It  will  be  much  better 
noAV  as  they  have  been  making  large  rain  water  tanks.  Probably  next 
summer  there  will  be  a  better  supply. 

7502.  Have  the  lepers  complained  about  the  scarcity  of  water  or  its 
quality  ?— Yes,  I  have  heard  complaints  at  the  female  ward  about  the  wat^r. 

7503.  What  do  they  complain  about,  the  quality  or  the  quantity  ? — 
Once  or  twice  some  time  ago  they  complained  about  running  short  of  water ; 
that  was  before  we  had  the  trolly.  As  far  as  I  can  recollect  they  have 
several  times  complained  of  the  bad  quality  of  the  water  in  summer,  but 
that  is  some  little  time  ago.  There  is  a  well  there  which  is  not  used,  I 
think  the  water  was  very  bad, 

7504.  Have  the  lepers  ever  complained  about  the  soap  ? — One  or  two  of 
the  women  have  complained  that  they  do  not  get  enough  to  do  their  washing 
with. 

7505.  Have  they  ever  complained  about  not  getting  enough  writing 
paper  ? — Iso. 

7506.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  lepers  coming  from  the  mainland  im- 
prove in  condition  or  do  they  go  back  on  Eobben  Island  ? — Some  of  the 
natives,  such  as  Bushmen  and  Korannas,  have  distinctly  improved,  but  on 
the  other  hand  some  of  the  better  class  coloured  people  have  gone  back. 

7507.  To  what  do  you  ascribe  that;  is  it  owing  to  the  conditions  under 
which  they  are  placed  or  to  their  mental  condition,  worry  and  so  on  ? — I 
think  it  is  due  to  their  fretting  to  get  home  ;  that  is  a  very  general  complaint.  \ 

7508.  Are  Ihere  any  cases  of  drunkenness  among  the  females  as  far  as 
you  are  aware  ? — No.  I  saw  one  female  leper  drunk  a  long  time  ago,  but 
she  is  not  quite  right  in  her  mind. 

7609.  Chairman.~\  You  are  aware  that  visitors  come  over  to  the  island  ? — i 

Yes. 

7610.  When  the  boat  arrives  who  meets  the  visitors  ;  are  they  met  by 
any  official  and  conducted  to  the  wards  or  do  they  walk  there  themselves  ?  — 
Mr.  ritch,  the  superintendent,  is  always  at  the  boat.  He  does  not  conduct 
the  visitors  to  the  wards,  he  is  too  busy  with  the  letters  and  parcels. 
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7511.  Do  the  visitors  have  free  access  to  the  wards,  both  male  and  jir^^^^ikms. 
female  ? — Yes,  I  think  so.  — 

7512.  Do  any  of  the  lepers  come  down  to  meet  the  boat  ?— Some  of  March  loth,  1 894^ 
the  men  do  occasionally,  if  they  have  special  passes.    If  a  man's  wife  for 

instance  is  coming  over  he  can  meet  her  if  he  has  a  pass  and  has  been  well 
behaved. 

7513.  Where  do  the  patients  receive  their  friends  in  the  male  wards  ? — 
They  seem  to  be  pretty  free  to  see  thein  as  they  like. 

7514  Do  they  receive  them  in  aay  part  of  the  buildings,  the  sleeping 
rooms  or  day  rooms  ? — They  go  into  the  wards  as  well  as  the  day  rooms. 

V515.  Do  they  seem  glad  to  see  each  other  and  kiss  one  another  ?— Yes. 

7516.  Do  they  give  their  friends  little  presents? — I  think  so ;  I  cannot 
say  for  certain. 

7617.  Do  they  ever  feed  with  the  lepers? — Yes,  I  have  seen  that 
sometimes. 

7518.  Do  they  use  the  same  plates  ?  -  Yes,  I  think  so. 

7519.  Can  the  male  lepers  go  to  any  part  of  the  island  with  their 
visitors? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

7520.  Where  do  the  female  patients  receive  their  visitors  ? — In  the 
compound. 

7521.  In  any  part  of  the  compound  ? — I  cannot  say  whether  the  male 
lepers  are  allowed  to  go  into  the  wards ;  I  am  not  often  there  at  the  time. 

7522.  Do  any  of  the  visitors  ever  stay  over  night  on  the  island  ? — Yes, 
thejr  do  sometimes. 

7523.  Where  do  they  stay  ?^ — At  my  house  very  often. 

7524.  What  class  of  visitors  are  there  ? — All  kinds,  white  and  coloured. 
I  have  a  room  which  I  let  them  use.  I  have  the  wife  of  a  patient  now 
staying  at  my  house. 

7525.  How  long  has  she  been  staying  there? — She  came  on  Monday, 
and  she  asked  me  if  she  might  stay  till  the  next  boat  day  if  she  got  leave. 

7526.  From  whom  does  she  get  leave  to  stay  ? — I  suppose  from  the 
medical  superintendent  ;  there  is  no  written  leave,  it  is  only  verbal. 

7527.  How  do  you  know  that  a  visitor  has  leave? — I  always  see  the 
medical  superintendent  about  any  case.  I  never  allow  a  person  to  stay 
without  I  have  had  previous  notice. 

7528.  Do  you  know  whether  the  lepers  have  ever  made  presents  of 
clothing,  fruit,  or  fish  to  the  friends  when  they  have  visited  them  ? — I  do  not 
think  so  ;  they  would  not  have  much  opportunity. 

7529.  Notwithstanding  the  Segregation  Act  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
communication  between  the  leper  patients  and  their  friends,  is  there  not  ? — 
Yes  ;  they  have  free  communication  in  that  way. 

7530.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  any  immorality  goes  on  on 
the  island  between  visitors  and  the  leper  patients ;  do  improper  characters 
sometimes  find  their  way  over  there  ? — It  is  very  difficult  to  say  ;  a  large 
number  of  Malay  women  come  over  and  I  have  heard  once  or  twice  of  people 
being  turned  back.  In  one  instance  I  myself  turned  back  a  person  whom  I 
knew  to  be  an  immoral  character. 

7531.  As  regards  the  type  of  men  employed  as  constables,  have  you 
formed  any  opinion  about  them  ;  are  they  frequently  changed  or  have  they 
been  on  the  island  for  some  time  ? — We  have  only  had  special  constables  for 
the  leper  wards  within  the  last  two  years.  I  think  they  are  a  decent  set  of 
men  on  the  whole. 

7  532.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
the  lepers  in  any  way  ? —  1  think  the  male  leper  attendants  ought  to  have 
better  quai  ters.  If  they  have  given  way  to  drink  occasionally  there  is  great 
excuse  for  them,  for  they  have  no  comfort  at  all,  no  mess  room  ;  they  have 
fairly  good  bedrooms  but  no  sitting  room  of  any  kind,  and  I  know  that  they 
feel  it. 
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.  7533.  Is  there  no  common  room  ^vhere  the  European  attendants  can  sit 

_  during  the  &xj  tuner — No. 

March  1.5th,  1894.  7  5  31.  Would  it  impi'ove  their  GonditioLi  if  the)^  had  such  a  room? — 

Very  much,  and  it  woukl  improve  the  wards,  because  the  attendants  would 
da  their  work  with  a  better  heart,  although  I  cannot  say  they  neglect 
it  now. 

7535.  Can  you  suggest  anything  for  the  benefit  of  the  leper  patients 
themselves  ? — There  are  at  present  two  old  married  couples,  the  w^omen  being 
far  past  the  cbild-bearing  period,  and  I  think  it  w^ould  hv  a  great  thing  if 
they  could  be  allowed  to  live  together.  In  one  case  the  husband  is  totally 
blind,  and  both  couples  feel  the  separation  very  much. 

7536.  Do  you  think  they  tnight  establish  special  quarters  for  such 
cases  ? — I  think  so.  They  might  have  small  two-roomed  houses  such  as  the 
paying  patients  have,  and  it  would  add  immensely  to  their  comfort  and 
happiness  I  think.  Then  again,  we  have  a  lot  of  children  ;  there  are  about 
25  boys  under  16  and  lo  girls,  and  I  think  there  ought  to  be  some  kind  of 
children's  home  for  them,  where  they  could  be  under  proper  discipline 
instead  of  running  wild.  It  is  not  good  for  these  children  to  be  mixed  up 
with  the  men.  The  only  difficulty  would  be  in  regard  to  the  different 
nationalities  ;  some  of  the  boys  are  ICafirs,  and  the  question  is  whether  they 
Avould  all  mix  up  together  well.  I  think  also  the  matron  at  the  female 
leper  ward  wants  better  quarters  ;  her  present  quarters  are  very  poor  indeed. 
In  my  opinion  there  is  too  much  intercourse  allowed  between  the  male  and 
female  lepers.  The  men  are  allowed  to  visit  outside  the  female  compound 
every  day,  and  the  effect  is  bad.  morally  I  am  sure. 

7537.  Dr.  Dodds."]  Why  do  you  think  that? — You  have  a  number  of 
people  living  in  enforced  celibacy,  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any 
actual  immorality  except  in  one  case,  but  there  is  a  great  deal  of  impurity 
goes  on,  I  am  certain,  from  the  demeanour  of  the  patients  and  things  they 
have  said. 

7538.  It  is  not  merely  what  might  be  ;  have  you  good  reason  to  know 
that  it  is  so  ? — Yf|s  ;  th^re  is  impure  conversatiou  and  so  on,  and  I  can  sec 
the  bad  moral  effefct  on  some  of  the  girls. 

7539.  Dr.  Fisnicr.]  Do  you  think  it  would  be  tidvisable  to  take  the 
females  away  from  the  island  altogether  ? — I  think  it  would  be  safer. 

7540.  Is  it  always  difficult  to  segregate  the  sexes  under  snich  cii'cum- 
stances? — Yes,    1  think  so. 

7541.  On  the  whole,  arc  the  lepers  rather  dissatisfied  on  the  island  ?-- 
Yes :  they  want  to  get  away  and  many  of  ttiem  do  not  like  the  climate ; 
they  are  not  dissatisfied  with  the  arrangements  made  for  them. 

7542.  Are  they  contented  with  the  segregation  ? — Ko. 

7543.  Would  they  be  more  contented  to  be  segregiited  on  the  main- 
land ? — Many  of  them  say  so.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  be  the  case 
or  not. 

75'14.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  you  ever  heard  the  leper  patients  make  any 
threats  against  the  staff? —  No;  I  have  been  told  they  have  done  so;  I 
never  heard  anything  of  the  kind  myself, 

7545.  Do  you  think  they  might  attack  or  injure  any  members  of  the 
staff? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  always  thought  it  was  all  talk.  I  have  heard 
them  speak  very  angrily  when  they  have  been  upset,  but  I  have  not  heard 
any  personal  threats. 

7546.  Dr.  Hoffman.  As  a  rule,  are  the  lepeis  well  behaved  ? — Yes; 
considering  the  large  number  of  patients  they  are  very  well  behaved. 

7547.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Could  you  make  any  suggestion  for  improving  the 
appi  arance  of  the  graveyard  ? — I  thought  of  trying  to  get  it  planted.  The 
present  graveyard  has  only  been  used  since  the  beginning  of  last  year. 

7548.  How  many  graveyards  during  your  time  have  been  used  for  the 
lepers  ? — The  one  we  have  now  and  the  one  on  the  hill  ;  the  latter  was  used 
when  I  first  went  to  the  island. 
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7549.  Does  not  the  fact  of  lifiving  the  graveyards  so  near  and  there      ^  ^Jiuns 
heing  so  niany  funerals  have  a  depre.-=:sing  effect  on  the  patients  ? — 1  think 
they  are  callous  ;  a  good  many  of  them  generally  follow  the  funerals. 

7550.  Have  you  any  suggestioiis  to  make  with  regard  to  the  graveyards  ? 
— I  think  it  would  he  hot rpr  if  we  conld  get  them  planted,  and  I  hope  to  do  so 
this  winter.  We  also  w  ant  a  hetter  mortuary  ;  at  present  there  is  only  a 
temporary  tin  shed. 

7511.  Wonld  it  not  be  an  advantage  if  the  staff  could  come  oftener  to 
the  mainland  ? — I  think  so.  It  Is  one  of  the  trying  things  on  the  island  that 
there  is  no  amusement,  and  the  staff  feel  it  very  much. 

75t'2.  Would  it  improve  the  tone  of  the  staff'  if  they  were  able  to 
visit  the  mainland  oftener  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  would. 

7553.  Do  you  think  the  population  on  the  island  is  as  large  as  it  ought 
to  be  ;  is  it  a  wise  thing  to  go  on  massing  lepers  there  in  one  institution  ? — 
I  think  not ;  it  is  a  great  hardship  also  for  those  who  are  sent  veiy  long 
distances.  There  are  a  good  many  jjatients  from  the  Free  State  and  some 
from  Uitenhage,  Port  Elizabeth,  and  King  William's  Town,  and  they  are 
naturally  cut  off  from  tlieir  friends,  which  they  feel  very  much  indeed. 

7554.  Do  you  think  the  isolation  on  the  island  affects  the  es^prit  de  corps 
of  the  staff  generally,  or  are  they  a  fairly  happy  family  ? — That  is  difficult 

to  answer.  They  seem  to  get  on  fairly  well,  but  I  think  the  isolation  perhaps 
makes  it  difficult  to  get  good  m.en  to  come  there  and  fill  up  vacancies  when 
they  occur. 

7555.  Is  not  there  rather  a  tendency  among  the  officials  and  others  to 
form  themselves  into  cliques  ? — Yes  ;  and  the  place  itself  is  very  unattiactive. 

7^556.  Dr.  Hofman^  Do  you  think  the  buildings  that  are  constr^jcted 
of  iron  and  wood  are  suitable  for  the  patients  ?- -They  have  complained  that 
they  feel  the  changes  of  temperature. 

7557.  Dr.  Dodds.j  Is  not  stone   preferable   to  iron  and  wood? — I 
should  think  so. 

7558.  Dr.  Hofman."]  Is  yours  an  iron  house  ? — No ;  it  is  built  of 
stone. 

7559.  Do  you  find  there  is  a  great  difference  between  stone  and  iron 
buildings? — Yes,  a  good  deal  of  differeuce. 

7560.  Do  you  think  it  right  that  your  house  should  be  used  as  a  kind 
of  hotel  ? — No  ;  it  is  not  quite  right,  but  it  is  very  hard  to  refuse  people 
when  they  come  from  a  long  distance  to  see  their  friends  and  want  to  stay 
over  night.  I  think  that  some  modification  might  be  made  in  the  Act  in 
the  direction  of  allowing  relatives  and  friends  to  live  with  the  patients  if 
they  like  in  some  kind  of  settlement.  It  would  have  a  very  good  moral 
effect,  I  am  sure,  and  I  ym  told  there  are  very  few  cases  of  heredity. 

7561.  Do  the  lepers  ever  speak  to  you  as  to  how  they  got  the  disease  ? 
— I  have  often  asked  them,  and  a  great  many  of  them  attribute  it  to  exposure. 
Most  of  the  male  lepers  have  worked  on  farms  ;  there  are  comparatively  few 
from  towns. 

,756!k!.  Do  you  think  they  have  generally  associated  with  other  lepers  ? — 
Many  of  them  say  they  have  nx^t. 

7563.  From  your  own  observation,  do  you  think  it  advisable  to  mass  the 
lepers  tog.ether  in  large  wards  as  is  done  now  ;  would  it  not  be  better  to  have 
a  number  of  small  wards  and  separt<te  rooms,  both  as  regards  comfort  and  the 
morality  of  the  place  ? — I  think  that  smaller  wards  would  be  better.  1  would 
not  say  separate  rooms.  You  could  then  classify  the  patients  better,  and 
they  wotfld  be  quieter;  some  of  them  are  very  noisy. 

7564.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Do  the  patient^  roam  about  the  island  at  night  ? — 
No,  I  do  not  think  so. 

7565.  Dr.  Hoffman,  j  Do  you  think  there  are  sufficient  safeguards  to 
prevent  the  men  and  the  women  seeing  each  other  during  the  night  ? — There 
are  three  constables  always  patrolling  round  the  female  leper  compound  all 
night ;  one  set  go  from  six  to  twelve  and  the  other  from  twelve  to  sunrise, 


424 


TF  '^Jfluns  7566.  Do  you  think  on  a  dark  night  the  male  lepers  could  get  into  the 

—  female  leper  comnound  in  spite  of  the  constables  ? — I  think  so. 

March  15th,  1894.  ygg^   Would  it  be  Very  difficult  for  the  men  to  get  into  the  compound  if 

they  had  a  little  assistance  from  the  -women  inside  ? — No  ;  I  think  they  could 
dig  a  hole  in  the  sand  underneath  the  fence,  or  an  active  man  might  get  over 
the  top,  although  the  barbed  wire  might  tear  his  clothes ;  it  is  eight  or  nine 
feet  high.  The  sand  is  very  loose  in  some  places,  and  they  could  easily  dig 
a  hole. 

7568.  Br.  Dodds.']  Have  you  any  other  suggestions  to  make  ? — I  think 
there  are  grave  moral  objections  to  the  present  mode  of  segregation.  There 
are  a  number  of  married  people  there  accustomed  to  sexual  intercourse,  and 
the  moral  effect  of  having  a  number  of  women  so  close  is  bad,  I  am  sure,  and 
that  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  should  be  glad  to  see  some  modification  of 
the  Act  so  as  to  allow  a  wife  to  accompany  her  husband  into  exile. 

7569.  Do  you  think  that  many  would  avail  themselves  of  that?- -I 
think  so, 

7570.  Have  many  cases  come  to  your  knowledge  where  those  left  at 
home  have  suffered  greatly? — The  lepers  have  complained  sometimes  about 
having  to  leave  their  wives  and  children  on  the  mainland. 

7571.  Chairman7\  Do  the  leper  women  ever  solicit  the  men? — I  think  so. 

7572.  Dr.  Dodds.']  If  the  sexes  were  separated  entirely,  and  the  women 
were  sent  away  from  the  island,  would  it  be  even  more  trying  than  at  present  ? 
— In  some  ways  it  would  certainly.  If  you  force  men  to  live  an  unnatural 
life  you  must  safeguard  them  ;  that  is  the  view  I  take. 

7573.  It  is  managed  in  the  lunatic  asylum,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

Uev.  C.  S.  Morgan  examined. 

c  f^Mor  an  7574.  Chairman.~]  Do  you  hold  any  official. appointmeut  in  connection 

'  '     ■    '     with  Eobben  Island  ? — Yes.    I  am  the  Dutch  Eeformed  Church  minister 
there. 

7575.  Do  yon  live  on  the  island  ? — I  do  not  just  now  as  there  is  no 
dwelling-house  for  me.    I  remain  there  four  days  in  the  week. 

7576.  Have  you  held  the  appointment  long? — About  eight  months. 

7577.  Do  you  visit  the  leper  wards,  male  and  female  ?    Yes,  regularly. 

7578.  Do  the  male  lepers  complain  to  you  of  the  quality  of  the  food, 
about  the  clothing,  or  anythins;  else?— They  have  sometimes  complained  of 
their  food  ;  that  they  had  not  enough.  ( )ne  or  two  of  them  have  shown  me 
what  they  had  on  their  plates,  but  1  always  referred  them  to  the  authorities. 

7579.  What  opinion  did  you  form  yonrsc  lf  as  to  the  complaints  ;  do  you 
think  they  were  justified  from  what^  you  saw  ? — I  think  on  the  whole  the 
food  is  substantially  good, 

7580.  Do  the  patients  get  sufficient  ? — I  think  so. 

7581.  What  do  they  get  for  breakfast? — I  hardly  know.  I  have  seen 
the  dinner. 

7582.  Did  it  seem  good;  such  as  that  class  of  people  would  get  at 
home  ? — Yes,  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity. 

7583.  Did  they  complain  to  you  many  times  ? — No,  not  very  often.  I 
think  they  saw  that  I  did  not  wish  to  pay  particular  attention  to  complaints ; 
I  referred  them  to  the  attendants  and  then  they  ceased  to  complain. 

7584.  Were  their  complaints  justified  at  that  time  judging  from  jvhat 
you  saw  ? — Ko  ;  T  do  not  think  they  were. 

7585.  As  regards  other  articles  of  food,  did  they  complain  of  tea,  coffee, 
or  bread  ? — I  do  not  think  they  can  complain  of  the  bread  ;  it  is  very  good. 
I  have  heard  some  complain  that  they  only  had  bread  and  coffee,  but  I  ques- 
tion whether  many  of  them  got  that  in  their  own  homes  sometimes. 

7586.  Do  you  consider  that  the  food  was  as  good  as  the  better  class 
patients  would  have  got  in  their  own  homes  ? — Yes,  I  think  so,  except  in  thg 
0,^86  of  the  paying  patients  and  one  or  two  others. 
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587.  As  regards  clothing  and  bedding,  do  they  complain  about  that  ? 
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— No.  ^About  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  I  heard  a  man  complaia  that  he  had  ^^^'^^ 
uot  got  a  jacket,  but  I  believe  he  was  to  get  it  that,  day  ;  they  do  not  com- 
plain as  a  rule  about  clothes,  nor  have  they  complained  about  the  bedding  to 
me.    I  let  them  understand  tbat  they  must  not  compiaiu  to  me. 

7588.  Have  they  ever  complained  to  you  about  the  want  of  attendants  ? 
• — Sometimes  they  have.  The  paying  patients  complained  last  Monday,  but 
the  matter. was  remedied.  They  complained,  that  on  the  Sunday  evening, 
the  1  Ith  instant,  they  had  had  no  supper  and  that  their  beds  were  not  made 
up  and  nobody  attended  to  them. 

7589.  Was  that  investigated  ? — Yes. 

7590.  Who  investigated  it  ? — On  the  Monday  morning  Dr.  Impisy  went 
there  and  saw  them  and  he  sent  a  man  down  at  once. 

7591.  Did  you  hear  why  they  did  not  receive  their  food  in  the  evening  ? 
— I  think  there  was  some  misunderstanding.  Their  attendant  left  for  good 
on  the  Friday  and  the  superintendent  of  male  lepers  came  over  to  town. 

■7592.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Who  acts  for  Mr.  Fitch,  the  superintendent,  ,when 
he  is  away  ? — I  believe  one  of  his  assistants. 

7593.  VV ould  it  have  been  his  duty  to  attend  to  the  patients  when  Mr. 
Fitch  was  away  ? — L  think  so,  but  he  has  charge  of  No.  .3  pavilion  and  is 
generally  down  there  with  the  white  lepers,  a  long  way  off  from  where  the 
paying  patients  are. 

7594.  Chairman.~\  Have  the  male  lepers  complained  in  any  other  way 
about  the  attendants  ? — Some  time  ago  1  heard  complaining,  but  Dr.  Todd 

was  in  the  ward  with  the  superintendent  aud  the  thing  was  easily  , 
explained. 

7595.  What  was  the  nature  (>f  that  complaint  ? — A  patient  complained 
that  he  had  not  been  attended  to  and  had  not  got  his  tea  ;  he  was  lying  in 
bed  with  a  sore  foot. 

7596.  Have  the  male  lepers  ever  complained  to  you  of  the  drunkenness 
of  any  of  the  attendants  ? — One  of  ihem  once  spoke  to  me  about  an  attend- 
ant being  the  worse  for  liquor. 

7597.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? — About  four  months  ago  at  least  I 
think, 

7598.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  the  attendants  drunk? — I  saw  one  of 
them  a  little  the  worse  for  liquor  wheu  he  came  from  the  mainland,  but  I 
have  not  seen  any  of  them  drunk  whilo  discharging  their  duties. 

7599.  Can  you  give  us  the  names  of  the  patients  who  complained  to  you 

about  an  attendant? — There  were  two  of  them  who  complained,  Mr.  

and  Mr.  ,  both  paying  patients.    They  just  mentioned  it.    I  do  not 

know  whether  it  was  long  continued  drunkenness  or  a  little  mishap. 

7600.  Dr.  Hojfman.^  Do  you  know  the  attendant  who  was  drunk? — 

Yes.  '  ' 

7601.  What  ^was  his  name  ?  ..    I  should  like  to  add  that  it  was 

about  four  or  five  months  ago,  and  I  believe  that  he  is  known  on  the  island 
as  a  man  who  takes  very  little  liquor,  and  if  he  does  take  any  it  upsets  him. 
I  think  he  had  come  from  Cape  Town  that  day,  I  spoke  to  him  about  it 
aud  he  regretted  it  very  much  and  he  told  me  himself  that  he  could  not 
stand  any  liquor, 

7602.  Ghairmim.^  Are  you  of  opinion  that  he  does  his  work  well  other- 
wise ? — Yes,  I  think  so.  I  know  the  patients  speak  very  highly  of  him  and 
they  like  him, 

7603.  You  think  that  in  spite  of  this  failing  the  patients  respect  him  ? 
— I  think  as  a  body  they  do ;  they  do  not  consider  it  like  they  would 
habitual  drunkenness  on  his  part. 

7004.  Arc  the  patients  aware  of  it  ? — Yes  ;  I  do  not  think  it  often 
happens, 

[G.  10— '94.]  Ill 


426 

Eer. 

—  ^  7605.  Dr.  Ilofman.']  To  the  best  of  your  knowledge  has  ithappeno 

Marcli  loth,  I8C4.    g-^^^g  ^}^^^^  ^-^^^  ?— No. 

ToOu.  Chairman.'^  Do  the  patients  complain  to  you  of  any  other  matter 
boyoud  what  you  have  mentioned? — They  all  complain  that  they  want  to  go 
home  ;  tbey  look  upon  the  segregation  as  a  great  grievance, 

7607.  As  regards  the  housing  of  the  patients,  are  they  as  well  housed 
as  thev  would  be  in  their  own  homes  ? — jSFo,  I  do  not  think  all  of  them  are. 

7608-,  You  think  that  some  of  them  would  be  better  off  in  their-  own 

'    homes? — Yes.    'i  here  is  for  instance  Mr.  of  the  Paarl ;  he  was  a 

well-to-do  man  before,  and  he  has  a  wife  and  fnmily  at  home;  there  is 

Mr.  of  Bedford,  a  well-to-do  farmer  and  I  believe  very  highly 

respected  ;  he  is  in  the  same  ward  with  the  other  patients. 

7609.  Are  those  white  men? — Yes. 

7610.  Do  you  think  their  condition  might  be  improved  as  regards 
houi^ing  ? — Ccrcaiiily.  J  do  not  know  what  to  say  about  some  of  the  patients, 
many  of  them  have  had  their  own  homes,  but  what  the}^  were  like  I  do  not 
know.  Of  course  it  is  very  hard  for  respectable  white  men  to  be  put  into  a 
ward  with  a  lot  of  others. 

7611.  What  imcproveraent  can  you  suggest  as  regards  the  housing  of 
the  patients? — It  is  very  difficult  to  make  any  suggestion.  I  have  often 
thought  that  there  might  be  another  ward  perhaps  for  the  better  class 
patients.  Last  Monday  morning,  for  instance,  when  I  came  away  there  was 
oue  patient  very  sick  ;  I  do  not  suppose  I  shall  see  him  to-morrow  ;  there 
was  another  full  of  sores,  and  one  or  two  others,  and  it  is  not  pleasant  for 
them  to  be  in  the  sanie  ward  with  the  rest  of  the  patieiits. 

7012.  Would  you  have  better  classification  with  regard  to  the  stage  of 
the  illness  ? — Yes. 

7613.  Could  not  those  who  are  very  bad  be  removed  to  the  hospital? — 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  white  patients  have  been  removed  to  the  hospital 
hitherto  ;  the  doctor  goes  and  attends  to  those  patients. 

7614.  If  a  seperate  day  room  was  built  for  thein  would  it  be  an 
advantage  ? — T  think  so. 

7615.  As  regards  the  non-paying  coloured  paiients  do  you  think  they 
;'re  housed  as  well  as  they  would  be  in  the'T  own  houses? — Some  of  them 
I  have  no  doubt  have  1  een  comfortable  in  their  own  homes,  but  the  majority 
would  not  have  been  so  well  attended  in  cases  of  sickness  as  they  are  on  the 
island. 

7616.  Would  that  class  of  persons  have  as  good  buildings  to  live  in? — 
Perhaps  not  so  substantial. 

7617.  Do  you  think  the  wards  are  at  present  overcrowded  ? — No,  I 
would  not  say  that.    There  is  a  good  deal  of  space  between  each  bed  ;  but 

^  it  is  mainly  the  conditions  of  life  that  they  object  to;  they  are  obliged  to 
live  together,  when  formerly  they  lived  apart  in  their  own  homes  and  had 
their  families  to  attend  to  them. 

7618.  Are  the  wards  clean  and  well  ventilated  and  kept  in  as  good 
order  as  possible  ? — I  would  not  pay  that  they  are  well  ventilated  always  ;  I 
have  gone  in.  and  felt  them  frightfully  close  when  the  windows  were  shut, 
but  the  lepers  themselves  are  very  sensitive  to  any  change  and  they  object  to 
the  windows  being  open. 

7619.  Does  the  ventilation  depend  solely  upon  the  windows  ? — I 
think  so. 

7620.  Are  there  any  other  matters  about  which  the  male  lepers  have 
complained  to  you  ?-~I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  of  importance.  Some 
of  the  coloured  patients  have  complained  that  they  were  unjustly  sent  to  the 
island ;  tliat  matters  were  misrepresented  to  them  and  that  they  w(  re  torn 
away  from  their  friends  and  relatives. 

7621.  Have  you  visited  the  female  leper  wards  ? — Yes. 


427 

Rev. 

7G22.  Have  the  female  lepers  couiplained  to  you  about  their  food  ? —      "  — 

Yeg  Marcli  ISti,  1894. 

7623.  What  complaints  have  they  made?— Some  of  them  have 
complained  that  the  food  was  too  little  and.  that  it  was  not  well  pi\>parod, 
but  in  all  cases  I  have  referred  them  to  the  matron. 

7624.  Have  you  ever  inspected  tlie  food  yourself  ? — I  have  seen  it 
hen  it  has  been  brought  up. 

7625.  What  conclusion  did  you  form  about  it  fronri  what  you  saw? — I 
thought  it  was  good.  I  saw  the  dinner  last  Mondi^y,  and  there  Vvas  nothing 
to  complain  about. 

7626.  Did  they  complAin  to  you  about  the  cooking  of  the  food  ? — I 
canaot  say  that  they  did. 

7627.  Did  they  complain  about  their  clothing  or  about  the  want  of 
clothing? — Some  of  them  have  complained. 

7628.  Have  they  complained  about  the  washing  ?— Yes. 

7629.  What  complaint  did  they  make  ? — Some  of  the  patients  have 
asked  me  for  money  to  pay  for  their  washing. 

7630.  Why  was  that;  is  it  not  done  by  the  Government? — The 
washing  is  done  up  at  the  laundry,  but  they  object  io  the  clothes  being 
washed  by  the  men. 

7631.  Have  the  female  patients  no  accomniodation  for  having  their 
washing  done  — Yes  ;  arracgements  have  been  m/ade  lately  and  those  who 
are  able  to  work  wash  the  clothes  and  the  others  who  are  not  able  pay 
them. 

7632.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  general  condition  of  the 
patients  as  regards  the  freedom  of  the  women  ;  do  you  think  the  compound 
is  too  small? — I  think  it  is  rather  small;  there  is  room  for  them  to  move 
about,  but  still  it  is  very  hard  for  them  to  be  confined  always  I  believe  they 
do  go  out  with  the  matron. 

7t33.  Do  either  the  male  or  feriiule  lepers  complain  to  you  about  the 
climate  of  the  island  ? — Yes,  they  coinplain  that  tlu  ir  chests  suffer,  and  also 
their  eyes,  especially  the  patients  from  the  Free  State,  who  come  from  a 
higher  altitude. 

7634.  Do  they  complain  mostty  in  the  winter  or  the  sumuier  ? — Mostly 
in  the  winter.  They  feel  the  cold  and  damp,  and  in  summei-  they  feel  the 
heat,  which  is  more  depressing  than  it  is  up-country.  I  know  several 
instances  where  Kafirs  have  complaniod  about  their  chests,  and  asked  for 
medicine. 

7635.  Do  you  think  the  island  exerts  a  prejudicial  effect  on  these  people  ? 
— Yes;  very  much  so  in  the  case  of  those  coming  from  up-country. 

7636.  Do  you  think  their  complaints  are  genuine?  -I  think  so.  Some 
of  them  have  said  that  if  they  could  only  get  to  the  mainland  they  would  be 
perfectly  willing  to  bo  isolated,  and  submit  to  any  regulations  which  the 
Government  might  make,  and  if  they  broke  any  rules  they  would  be  willing 
to  be  sent  back  to  Eobben  Island. 

7637.  Have  many  of  the  patients  said  that? — Several  have  said  so  to 

me. 

7638.  What  class  of  patients  ? — All  classes. 

7639.  Have  you  ever  been  to  Kobben  Island  on  visiting  days? — Yes. 

7640.  Who  meets  the  visitors  when  they  arrive  ? — Sometimes  the  male 
lepers  meet  them,  but  not  so  many  now  as  formerly. 

7641.  Do  the  visitors  proceed  with  the  patients  to  the  wards  ? — Yes, 
and  they  interview  them  there. 

7642.  Do  they  walk  about  with  them  over  the  island  ? — Yes. 

7643.  Do  both  male  and  female  visitors  come  over  ? — Yes.  ^ 

7644.  Do  tliey  seem  glad  to  see  their  friends,  and  do  they  kiss  each 
other  and  so  on  ?  —  Yes, 
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7645.  Do  they  ever  share  the  s.une  food  ? — Yes,  sometimes  they  dine 
°  ■  ^'         with  the  lepers.    They  bring  over  food  and  eat  together. 

7646.  Are  the  men  at  liberty  to  go  with  their  friends  to  any  part  of  the 
island  ? — Yes,  except  on  this  side  of  the  boundary  line ;  they  sometimes  go 
to  the  north  side  of  the  island. 

7647.  Do  you  know  if  the  lepers  ever  give  the  visitors  little  presents  in 
the  way  of  fruit,  cakes  or  sweets  ? — I  have  not  heard  of  that. 

7048.  Have  you  seen  the  visitors  carry  away  food  or  fish  ? — No. 

7649.  Are  the  visitors  ever  allowed  to  stay  over  night  ? — Yes,  from  one 
boat  day  to  another. 

7650.  Either  male  or  female  visitors  ? — Yes. 

7651.  Do  the  attendants  ever  have  friends  over  to  stay  with  them  ?— I 
do  not  know  ;  I  do  not  think  so.    I  have  not  heard  of  any. 

7662.  How  do  the  friends  of  the  i^emale  lepers  visit  ? — They  go  to  the 
wards.  Last  Monday  I  saw^  a  father  and  his  daughter  in  the  wards  ;  he  had 
taken  over  some  food,  and  wiis  having  his  dinner  in  the  female  ward. 

7653.  Are  the  female  lepers  allowed  out  of  the  compound  to  meet  their 
friends,  and  can  they  w^alk  about  with  them?--I  have  not  seen  that  unless 
they  get  a  special  permit. 

7664.  Can  the  visitors  who  remain  over  night  visit  the  patients  at  any 
time  during  their  stay  ?■ — Yes,  except  in  the  evening.  I  do  not  think  they 
are  allowed  to  visit  the  female  wards  then. 

7655.  As  regards  the  visiting  among  the  lepers  themselves,  are  the  male 
lepers  allowed  inside  the  female  compound  ? — I  believe  they  are  allowed  to 
visit  there  once  or  twice  in  the  week.  I  could  not  say  for  certain.  I  go 
there  in  the  morning  and  afternoon,  and  as  a  rule  I  find  the  men  in  the  after- 
noon just  outside  the  compound.  I  have  not  seen  them  inside.  There  is  a 
wire  fence  round,  and  the  males  are  outside  and  the  females  are  within  this 
fence. 

7656.  JDr.  Hoffman7\  Do  yon  think  there  is  any  immorality  on  the 
island? — I  have  heard  of  cases  of  immorality.  I  cannot  say  that  the  moral 
condition  of  the  island  is  bad.    My  work  is  only  confined  to  the  lepers  on 

.  the  other  side  of  the  island,  and  I  am  only  there  from  Friday  morning  until 

Monday  afternoon. 

7657.  Do  not  you  think  that  in  a  leper  ommuuity  like  that  on  Eobben 
Island  the  fact  of  the  men  being  allowed  to  visit  outside  the  female  compound 
as  they  do  has  a  deteriorating  effect  upon  the  women  and  vice  versa  ? — I  do 
not  think  that  it  has  a  very  beneficial  effect.  It  depends,  of  course,  very- 
much  on  the  parties  thlpmselves  There  are  respectable  coloured  lepers,  both 
male  and  female,  and  ix  is  natural  enough  that  they  should  like  to  converse 
and  sympathise  with  each  other,  and  so  on,  but  I  dare  say  in  many  cases  it 
is  a  kind  of  courtship,  I  know,  for  instance,  that  one  woma'M  there  told  me 
some  time  ago  that  she  was  concerned  about  a  relative  of  hers,  a  leper  girl, 
who  was  always  at  the  fence,  which  she  thought  v/as  a  bad  sign  ;  she  was 
constantly  talking  to  the  men. 

7658.  Do  you  think  the  women  are  sufiiciently  guarded  at  night  time, 
by  the  officials  ? — I  think  so  ;  but  I  am  never  there  after  sundown  myself. 
There  are  three  constables,  I  believe,  watching  about  the  place. 

7659.  As  regards  the  general  condition  of  the  lepers,  are  they  sufficiently 
comfortable  during  the  day  time,  especially  on  rainy  and  windy  days,  in  the 
wards,  or  could  you  suggest  any  plan  to  make  'hem  more  comfortable  ? — 
There  is  very  little  shelter.  I  know  that  the  two  paying  patients  have  often 
coniplainod  of  the  want  of  shelter,  '.('heir  liouses  are  very  small ;  they  are 
built  of  wood  and  iron,  and  are  very  close.  One  of  these  pa*"ieuts  is  blind, 
and  he  feels  it  very  mu(ih  ;  he  has  nowhere  to  go  for  shelter.  At  the  female 
wards  there  are  a  few  trees,  affording  a  little  shelter. 

7660.  Do  you  think  anything  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  tree  planting 
to  improve  the  place  ? — The  soil  is  very  poor  indeed  and  the  wind  is  strong, 
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added  to  which  there  is  not  much  w.der.    It  would  take  a  Ions:  time  to  get 
trees  to  grow  so  as  to  afford  a  shelter.  ^^""'^ 

7661.  Have  any  active  endeavours  been  made  in  the  way  of  tree  plant- 
ing ? — Not  during  my  time  ;  perhaps  it  was  not  the  right  season  for  it. 
The  medical  superintendent  told  me  that  he  intended  to  plant  some 
more  trees  about  the  place. 

7662.  Do  you  think  a  large  recreation  room  apart  from  the  wards  would 
be  an  advantage? — T  scarcely  think- so.    They  can  play  games  such  as  cards, 
draughts,  and  so  on  in  the  wards.    I  do  not  know  that  they  would  make 
'much  use  of  another  room. 

7663.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Do  they  use  the  dining  room  much  as  a  day  room? 
They  only  use  it  for  eating  purposes.  You  may  find  one  or  two  of  the 
patients  lounging  there. 

7664.  Why  do  they  not  use  it  more  for  the  purpose  of  recreation? — I 
do  not  think  they  care  about  it ;  there  is  an  indifference  about  them  ;  they 
seem  to  prefer  the  wards  for  playing  games  in,  and  they  congregate  th'^re. 

7665.  If  the  dining  rooms  wore  made  more  comfortiible,  do  you 
think  they  would  still  pr'^fer  the  dormitories  ?  No.  It  is  possible  if  there 
was  a  large  recreation  room  they  might  be  attracted  there,  especially  if  it 
was  made  comfortable  for  them.  The  dining  room  is  very  bare  ;  there  are 
only  the  tabh  ,s  and  benches,  whereas  in  the  wards  they  can  lounge  on 
their  beds. 

7666.  Dr.  Hofmaii.']  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  have 
smaller  wards  so  as  to  have  a  bettor  classification  of  the  patients,  instead  of 
having  large  wards  where  all  the  patients  are  grouped  together  ? -  In  some 
cases  it  might  be  better.  What  struck  me  very  much  was  that  proper 
provision  did  not  seem  to  be  made  for  the  o^->ildren  ;  the}  are  together  in 
one  large  wa-  d  with  the  others.  Another  tning  is,  that  there  are  some  old 
married  couples  who,  I  think,  might  be  allowed  to  spend  their  last  days 
together.  There  is  one  old  blind  man  in  the  male  ward  and  it  is  a  long  way 
for  him  to  go  and  meet  his  wife  wh(»  at  present  can  scarcely  walk.  I  do  not 
see  why  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  live  together.  There  are  also  one 
or  two  other  similar  cases  that  I  know  of. 

7667.  Do  you  think  the  iron  and  wood  buildings  are  suitable  for  the 
leper  patients  to  reside  in  ? — The  other  buildings  are  certainly  better.  I 
know  that  from  ray  own  experience.  I  have  a  bedroom  at  the  nurses' 
quarters  and  it  is  a  very  draughly  place  and  very  close  and  stuffy,  being  built 
of  wood  and  ii  on. 

7668.  Have  any  complaints  been  made  to  you  by  the  patients  on  the 
island  with  reference  to  the  soap  ^ — No;  nothing  of  the  kind  that  I  can 
think  of.  'f  hey  have  complained  over  and  over  again  about  such  things  as 
the  tobacco,  which  is  very  indifferent.  F  liave  myself  endeavoured  to  supply 
them  with  tobacco,  but  it  is  too  expensive. 

7669.  Chairman  \  Why  is  the  tobacco  bad;  does  not  the  Government 
pay  a  fair  price  ? — I  cannot  say.    I  think  it  is  invariably  bad. 

7670.  What  kind  of  tobacco  is  it? — I  think  it  is  colonial  tobacco.  I 
know  some  time  ago  I  took  two  rolls  over  myself,  and  afterwards  I  got  some 
Transvaal  tobacco  which  they  enjoyed  very  much.  I  do  think  that  when 
these  unfortunate  people  get  anything  of  the  kind  it  ought  to  be  good,  for  a 
pipe  of  tobacco  is  about  the  only  comfort  they  have. 

7671.  Are  they  well  supplied  with  fruit  during  the  season? — Not 
regularly.  I  have  supplied  them  with  grapes  three  or  four  times.  'Jhere 
are  one  or  two  of  the  patients  who  get  fruit  and  they  sell  it  to  the  others. 

7672.  Dr.  Dodds.  j  If  you  see  anything  wrong  or  have  any  reason- 
able complaints  made  to  you,  are  you  instructed  to  report  the  matter  to  the 
medical  superintendent  ? — Yes,  I  h;  ve  becd  instructed  to  do  so. 

7673.  Dr.  Hermaiu]  Have  you  made  any  complaints  as  to  the  general 
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raanagement  of  the  establishmsnt  or  had  any  reason  to  find  fault  with  it  ? — 
March  loth,  1894.  jv^^ .  j  -^^^^  lodged  any  complaints.  There  have -been  some  little 
disturhnnoes  there  I  believe,  but  I  was  not  there  at  the  time,  they  were 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  authorities  at  onoe.  There  was  some  little 
dissatisfaction  recently  among  the  lepers  with  regaid  to  the  meat  for  instance. 

7074.  Generally  do  you  think  tiie  management  of  the  establishment  is 
sufficiently  satisfactory?-  I  should  say  so.  Very  few  complaints  are  lodged 
with  me.    If  they  are  I  always  refer  the  patients  to  the  attendants. 

7675.  Are  the  lepers  a  complaining  body  of  men  as  a  rule  or  other- 
wise ?  They  are  inclined  to  complain.  I  suppose  it  is  owing  to  the  nature 
of  the  disease. 

7676.  If  they  had  any  real  ground  of  complaint  I  suppose  you  would 
have  heard  enough  of  it^  would  you  not  ? — Yes  ;  at  the  commencement  they 
did  complain  to  me,  but  I  let  them  know  that  I  "would  rather  not  hear  an;^ 
complaints  and  I  referred  them  to  the  superiufeodent  or  the  attendants. 

7677.  Did  the  white  patients  make  any  complaint  about  being  locate 
so  close  to  the  coloured  patients  or  did  the  females  complain  about  being  ii^ 
the  same  compound  with  coloured  people  ?— I  have  heard  no  complaints  to- 
that  effect. 

7678.  Did  they  not  seem  to  mind  it  ? — No. 

767l'.  Are  there  any  complaints  as  to  the  quantity  of  the  food? 
Shortly  after  I  came  one  and  another  complained  about  the  food.  f 

76S0.  Do  they  ever  put  their  food  away  if  they  have  too  much  ? — Some- 
times they  do. 

7681.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  quantity  of  meat  being  sent 
away  recently  by  one  of  the  leper  patients  ? — I  have  not  heard  anything 
about  that. 

7682.  Do  you  come  into  very  close  contact  with  the  lepers  and  gain 
their  confidence  ? — I  think  I  liave  their  confidence. 

768S  Do  they  tell  you  things  that  have  a  bearing  upon  t!;e  management 
of  the  establishment  or  upon  the  coiiduct  of  the  attendants? — Yes,  but  I 
have  not  encouraged  their  complai-its.  When  I  went  there  in  August  I 
found  that  the  lepers  were  n"t  inclined  to  have  a  Dutch  Church,  especially 
the  coloured  people,  in  face  they  absolutely  refu^?ed  to  give  me  their  names 
when  I  asked  who  belony^ed  to  the  Dutch  Ciiurch ;  they  seemed  to  think 
that  directly  a  church  was  established  there  their  doom  would  be  fixed  and 
all  possibility  of  their  g(jftiiiu-  away  cut  off.  They  thought  that  I  was 
working  solely  for  the  Government  and  would  report  to  the  Government,  and 
that  that  was  Avliv  I  wanted  their  names.  Although  I  have  been  therd 
eight  rnonth-^  I  have  not  tlie  names  of  the  male  patients  who  belong  to  the 
Dutch  Church  even  to-day,  and  I  have  not  insisted  upon  it, 

7684.  Do  you  speak  of  the  white  or  the  coloured  lepers  ? — The  coloured. 

7685.  Did  you  find  the  same  suspicious  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  white 
lepers  ? — No. 

7686.  IJave  you  gained  their  confidence  more  ?■ — Yes,  I  think  I  have  on 
the  whole  gained  their  confidence.    They  have  come  to  see  now  that  my ' 
work  among  them  is  strictly  of  a  religious  character  and  that  I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  their  being  kept  on  the  island  or  otherwise,  in  fact  Ihey  know 
that  they  have  my  synvpafhv.    If  I  had  my  way  however,  I  would  certainly  ' 
allow  som(5  to  leave  the  island. 

7687.  Do  you  think  generally  that  they  are  actuated  by  a  feeling  of 
suspicion  that  anything  they  might  say  to  anyone  but«their  nearest  relatives 
would  render  their  lot  even  harder  on  the  island  or  prevent  them  perhaps 
getting  away  sooner? — 1  cannot  speak  as  to  others  ;  they  looked  on  me  as 
an  official.  A  church  for  the  female  lepers  has  been  built  and  it  is  nearly 
completed,  and  they  are  beginning  to  feel  the  want  of  it,  because  they  see 
that  it  is  very  unpleasant  holding  service  in  the  ward, 
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7688.  Have  you  any  ground  to  suppose  liiat  the  lepers  are  mtimiclated  — 
by  the  attendants  "iu  any' way  ?-No,  J  do  not  thhjk  8o.       _  _  ^^^^'''^ 

7689.  Do  you  tliink  that  the  attendants  show  any  special  favouritism  to 
particular  patients? — !So,  I  do  not  think  so  ;  I  think  on  the  ivhole  they  are 
very  attentive  and  kind. 

7690.  I)o  y'ou  think  the  leper  [satifnts  would  be  averse  to  making  com- 
plaints with  regard  to  any  particular  attendant  on  account  of  his  having  it  in 
his  power  to  mtdu^  it  uripleaFant  for  them  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

7691.  Do  you  ever  go  ii)t  '  the  M  ards  at  night  when  you  are  on  the 
island  ?  —I  go  into  the  male  wards  very  often. 

7692.  What  time  do  you  visit  the  wards  at  niglit  ? — Sometimes  I  hold 
a  little  service  for  the  white  male  patients,  perhaps  from  seven  to  eight,  and 
as  late  as  nine  o'clock  sometimes. 

7693.  Are  they  prepared  to  see  you  ? — Sometimes  I  just  go  in  without 
notice. 

7694.  Do  you  ever  make  surprise  visits  ? — Yes. 

7695.  And  are  you  always  satisfied  with  the  result  ? — I  think  so.  I 
have  no  reason  to  complain. 

7696.  On  the  whole  do  you  think  the  lepers  are  exceedingly  manage- 
able and  tractable  ? — Yes,  I  think  so, 

7697.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  managing  them  on  - 
the  mainland? — I  do  not  think  so. 

769  .  Is  there  any  need  for  having  armed  guards  and  a  large  staff  of 
constables? — It  is  as  well  perhaps  to  have  them  there  in  the  neighbourhood, 
although  of  course  it  increases  the  liardships  of  the  patients'  lot. 

7699.  Do  you  think  it  leads  to  any  irritation  on  the  part  of  the  lepers 
to  see  policemen  walking  about  with  loaded  firearms  ?— Many  of  them  do  not 
like  the  idea. 

7700.  Do  they  complain  about  it? — They  have  not  lodged  any  com- 
plaint with  me  in  that  respect,  but  they  have  said  they  are  worse  off  than 
thieves,  and  they  compare  their  lot  with  that  of  the  convicts.  They  are 
allowed  to  go  about  in  certain  parts  of  the  island,  but  they  must  not  cross  the 
boundary  because  there  is  a  constable  placed  there. 

7701.  Do  you  ihink  th;i,t  irritates  them  at  all? — I  cannot  say  that  it 
does.  At  times  perhaps  when,  they  get  dissatisfied  and  break  out,  the  idea 
that  there  are  constables  to  watch  them  and  if  necessary  keep  them  back 
irritates  them. 

7702.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  real  need  for  armed  guards  ? — There 
must  be  watchmen  of  some  kind  otherwise  they  would  cross  the  boundary 
line.    Of  course  it  makes  them  feel  tlieir  liberty  is  curtailed. 

7703.  Do  you  think  that  sufficient  effort  is  made  on  Eobben  Island  to 
alleviate  the  condition  and  suffering  of  the  lepers  both  physical  and  mental  ? 
— There  is  room  for  improvement. 

7704.  In  what  direction  would  you  suggest  improv^emeut  ? — With  re- 
gard to  the  sick  patients,  for  instance,  1  think  it  is  a  hardship  when  a  patient 
is  dyiiig  that  he  has  to  get  ti?e  same  food  as  he  has  been  accustomed  to  every 
day.    Now  and  then  perhaps  an  exception  is  made. 

7705.  Do  not  patients  get  any  sick  comforts? — I  do  not  think  so,  at 
least  not  all, 

7706.  Could  y(:-u  not  tell  us  definitely,  because  it  has  been  stated 
in  evidence  that  sick  comforts  are  allowed  ? — I  have  not  been  there  long  and 
-I  am  only  there  from  I'riday  till  Monday  aftej'noon. 

■if,  1707.  tiiiS,  any  single  case  come  to  your  knowledge  where  sick  comforts 
have  not  been  aUowed  ? — '^I  here  is  one  v/liile  man  who  v;as  very  sick  last 
week  ;  he  said  to  me  that  ho  did  not  care  for  the  food,  and  on  Sunday  even- 
ing Mrs.  I'odd  asked  me  to  enquire  whether  he  would  like  a  chicken,  which 
I  did.  He  was  very  weak  and  said  that  he  would  like  it  and  Mrs.  Todd  was 
to  have  seuc  it,  and  it  was  iu  consequence  of  that  that  led  me  to  think  that  ' 
more  might  be  done  in  the  way  of  sick  comforts. 


ileT. 
C.  S.  Morgan. 

March  IStli,  1894. 
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7708.  Why  was  this  man  not  removed  to  the  liospital  ? — I  do  not  know. 

7709.  Do  patients  object  to  go  to  the  hospital? — Many  of  them  do. 
This  was  a  white  patient  in  pavilion  No.  3,  which  is  a  long  way  from  the 
hospital,  and  perhaps  he  was  too  weak  to  be  carried  such  a  distance. 

7710.  "Why  do  they  object  to  go  to  the  hospital  ? — They  seem  to  think 
it  is  the  beginning  of  the  end. 

7711.  Is  No.  3  pavilion  the  furthest  from  the  hosi)ital  ? — No  ;  pavilion 
No.  6  is  the  furthest  off. 

7712.  Would  No.  6  pavilion  be  twice  as  far  off  as  No,  3  ? — Not  twice 
as  far. 

7713.  How  far  would  No.  6  pavilion  be  from  the  hospital? — Three  or 
four  hundred  yards. 

7714.  That  would  not  be  a  very  long  distance  to  move  a  sick  man, 
would  it  ? — No. 

7715.  Is  he  so  ill  as  that? — I  think  so. 

7716.  How  do  they  move  the  patients  as  a  rule  ? — I  think  on  slretcher.s. 

7717.  Do  you  think  the  condition  of  the  hospital  is  satisfactory? — Ye^ 
I  think  so. 

7718.  Is  the  nursing  staff  sufficient? — I  think  so;  there  are  only  tv.o 
nurses  in  the  hospital ;  there  were  three  until  lately. 

7719.  Are  the  attendants  sufficient  to  undertake  all  the  duties? — In  the 
other  wards,  but  in  the  hospital  Ward  there  are  only  lepers  who  help  the 
nurses.  One  of  the  nurses,  Mrs.  Pouncey,  told  me  two  weeks  ago  that  they 
are  a  help,  but  their  work  is  not  always  satisfactory. 

7720.  Is  not  the  large  amount  of  space  that  the  different  wards  cover  a 
great  disadvantage  in  getting  from  one  to  the  other,  especially  in  wet 
weather  ? — I  have  found  it  rather  inconvenient. 

7721.  Does  the  distance  of  the  wards  from  each  other  increase  the 
difficulty  of  management  at  all  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  and  as  regards  the 
distance  between  the  male  and  female  wards,  there  is  the  trolly  which  runs 
at  certain  times  of  the  day.  The  medical  gentlemen  can  always  go  down 
when  they  like. 

7722.  Is  the  female  leper  establishment  too  much  cut  off  do  you  think  ? 
— No.    The  matron  and  her  assistant  are  there. 

7723.  Do  you  think  sufficient  effort  is  being  made  to  educate  the 
children  ?---Yes,  1  think  so.  There  are  two  schools  in  connection  with  the 
Dutch  Keformed  Church,  and  the  English  clergyman  has  two  also.  It  is  not 
only  the  children,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  many  of  the  men  also  want  educa- 
tion ;  indeed  some  are  little  better  than  heathen. 

7724.  In  what  direction  could  you  improve  the  physical  and  mental 
comfort  of  the  leper  patients  on  the  island  ? — I  do  not  see  how  their  condi- 
tion can  be  improved  ;  there  is  no  work  for  them  to  do  ;  all  they  can  do  is  to 
lounge  about. 

7725.  How  do  you  account  for  the  much  more  comfortable  appearance 
of  the  lunatic  wards  on  the  island  as  compared  with  even  the  best  leper 
wards  ? — Many  of  the  lepers  are  not  at  all  clean  ia  their  habits. 

7726.  Take  the  case  of  the  white  leper  wards,  would  it  be  difficult  to 
make  them  as  comfortable  as  the  lunatic  wards?  — In  the  lunatic  wards  the 
attendants  make  up  all  the  beds,  and  I  think  every  one  is  surprised  how  well 
they  are  kept,  but  in  the  leper  wards,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  lepers  make 
up  their  beds  themselves. 

7727.  Is  it  not  necessary  to  do  more  to  inculcate  habits  of  cleanliness 
and  method  among  the  lepers? — Certainly.  I  took  one  of  the  better  class 
patients  to  task  only  two  weeks  ago  and  told  him  he  would  not  get  anyone 
to  attend  to  him  because  he  was  not  cleanly.  It  is  very  difficult  to  teach  the 
patients  cleanliness. 

7728.  Have  you  any  remarks  to  offer  with  regard  to  the  water  supply, 
particularly  in  the  female  leper  quarters  ? — No. 
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7729.  Do  you  concern  yourself  mainly  with  the  religious  welfare  of  the     ^  s^tJoryan 
people? — Yes.    Corning  as  a  stranger  to  the  island  eight  months  ago  to     "  — 
commence  my  work,  I  was  surprised  at  what  I  sav/.    I  thought  that  the  ^^^^'^'^  i'^*''' 
segregation  was   totally  different.    I  saw  visitors  come  over,  go  into  the 

wards  and  embrace,  kiss,  and  shake  hands  with  the  lepers,  and  also  share 
their  food.  I  would  not  say  they  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  do  so,  as  the 
lot  of  the  lepers  is  hard  enough,  and  I  do  not  see  how  the  medical  superin- 
tendent can  make  any  other  arrangements,  but  at  the  same  time  it  seems 
that  the  real  object  of  segregation  is  defeated  There  is  one  of  the  paying 
patients,  a  well-to-do  man,  who  is  blind,  who  said  to  me  only  last  Monday  morn- 
irg  that  his  first  attendant  was  a  strong  able-bodied  man,  and  unmarried, 
but  he  left  and  went  as  cook  in  the  other  wards  ;  his  successor  was  a  married 
man,  and  his  wife  and  children  were  on  the  mainland  ;  the  third  attendant 
was  a  man  who  had  his  wife  and  children  on  the  island.  If,  said  he,  these 
two  married  men  with  families  could  attend  upon  him,  handle  him,  prepare 
his  food  and  so  on  without  any  danger,  why  could  not  he  bo  allowed  to  be 
isolated  on  his  own  farm  with  his  wife  to  attend  upon  him. 

7730.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  patient  you  refer  to  could 
not  afford  to  bo  isolated  on  his  own  farm  or  would  not  make  the  necessary 
provision  ? — I  do  not  think  so  ;  he  is  a  well-to-do  'man.  I  believe  he  pays 
3s.  a  day  on  the  island. 

7731.  Dr.  Ho f man.']  Do  many  of  the  patients  complain  that  they  were 
brought  to  tbe  island  under  false  pretences  ? — Yes.  Especially  those  from 
the  Free  State.  The  name  of  a  certain  landdrost,  whom  I  know,  was  mentioned 
and  I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  it.  I  can  quite  believe  that  he  would 
misrepresent  matters.  One  of  the  paying  patients  told  me  that  he  ought 
never  to  have  been  on  the  island  ;  that  he  was  forced  to  come  away  by  the 
magistrate. 

7732.  Do  the  lepers  from  the  Free  State  often  express  a  wish  to  be 
(Segregated  in  their  own  country  ? — Yes. 

7733.  Dr.  Herman.]  Is  it  right  for  a  patient  to  say  he  was  forced  by 
the  magistrate;  the  magistrate  only  administers  the  law,  does  he  not? — I 
believe  he  was  informed  by  the  Grovernment,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  that  he 
would  be  allowed  to  remain  on  his  farm  provided  he  was  isolated  and  looked 
after ;  and  the  next  thing  he  heard  was  that  he  had  to  go  to  the  island. 

7734.  Is  it  right  do  you  think  to  say  that  the  magistrate  was  to  blame ; 
either  the  law  has  to  be  administered  or  it  has  not  ? — In  many  cases  I  believe 
persons  in  authority  were  to  blame  on  acccunt  of  their  misrepresentations. 
Patients,  I  am  told,  have  been  given  to  believe  that  there  is  a 
large  staff  of  medical  men  on  the  island  who  will  place  them  under  certain 
treatment  and  in  two  or  three  months  they  will  be  cured  and  able  to  return 
home,  whereas  instead  of  two  or  three  months,  some  of  them  have  been  on 
the  island  two  years,  and  the  percentage  of  Free  State  lepers  who  died  last 
jrear  was  very  large. 

Miss  Lucilla  Sprigg  examined.  Miss 

.  -  .  .  Lucilla  Sprifji/. 

7735.  Chairman.]  Do  you  visit  Eobben  Island  ? — I  have  not  been  there 
very  much  lately. 

7736.  When  did  j^ou  last  visit  the  island  ? — I  was  there  during  the  second 
week  in  January  this  year. 

7737.  Had  you  visited  the  island  pretty  frequently  before  that  time? — 
Yes  ;  the  year  before  last  I  used  to  do  so. 

7735.  In  what  capacity  was  that  ? — I  went  as  a  member  of  the  Sufferers' 
Aid  Society. 

7739.  Did  you  hold  any  official  appointment? — Only  as  secretary  to  the 
society. 

7740.  You  went,  I  suppose,  out  of  a  desire  to  benefit  the  patients  ? — Yes. 

7741.  Did  you  go  over  on  ordinary  visiting  days?— Yes. 
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y^iil  ,  7742.  How  are  the  visitors  met  on  the  island;  are  they  received  by  any 

Ml  a^pi  i,/rj.  officials  ? — No,    If  anyone  wants  to  visit  the  wards  they  first  go  up  to 

March  loth,  1894.  the  doctor's  office. 

7743.  Have  you  visited  the  leper  wards  ? — Yes,  both  the  male  and  female 
wards, 

7744.  Are  the  visitors  met  on  landing  by  any  of  the  lepers? — Not  now; 
formerly  it  was  so. 

7745.  Have  the  male  lepers  complained  to  you  at  all  about  their  food  and 
clothing  ? — No,  they  have  never  made  any  complaints  at  all. 

7746.  Have  they  complained  about  the  way  in  which  thoy  are  housed  or 
about  the  attendants  ? — No, 

7747.  Have  you  been  there  at  meal  times  and  noticed  the  food  ? — Not 
lately  ;  they  do  not  like  visitors  to  be  present  during  meal  times ;  before  they 
used  not  tp  mind  at  all, 

7748.  Have  the  lepers  ever  coaiplaiQed  of  the  quality  or  the  quantity  of 
the  food  ? — Never  to  me, 

7749.  Have  you  noticed  other  visitors  there? — Yes,  sometimes  a  great  many. 

7750.  Did  some  of  the  visitors  share  food  with  the  lepers  at  times  ? — 
They  used  to  bring  things  over  and  sit  together  and  eat. 

7751.  Did  they  not  seem  afraid  at  all  of  the  disease? — No.  I  used 
almost  to  wish  that  they  were  afraid. 

7752.  Did  young  children  sometimes  come  over  ? — Yes, 

7753.  The  visitors  were  not  limited  to  grown-up  people  ? — No.  1 

7754.  With  regard  to  the  visitors  to  the  female  lepers,  were  they  allowed 
to  go  into  the  sleeping  rooms  and  through  the  whole  building  to  see  their 
friends  ? — Yes  ;  they  sat  mostly  in  the  sleeping  rooms. 

7755.  Was  there  no  receiving  room  for  visitors  ? — No, 

7756.  Were  there  ever  any  nurses  present  when  the  lepers  received  their 
visitors  ? — The  attendants  would  come  in  and  out.  In  the  female  wards  an 
attendant  used  generally  to  go  round  with  us, 

7757.  Did  the  female  lepers  ever  complain  to  you  about  any  thing  ? — No. 

7758.  Not  about  the  washing  of  the  clothing  ? — No ;  their  only  complaint 
was  that  they  wanted  to  get  away  from  the  island  and  go  to  their  families. 

7759.  Did  either  the  male  or  female  lepers  ever  complain  of  any  harsh 
treatment  on  the  part  of  the  attendants  ? — No. 

7760.  Nor  of  any  neglect  ?--No. 

7761.  Did  they  ever  complain  of  the  climate  on  the  island,  the  heat  or 
the  cold  ? — They  sometimes  might  say  it  was  a  hot  day. 

776'^.  Have  you  ever  been  there  in  winter  ? — Yes. 

7763.  Did  they  complain  then? — No  ;  but  you  can  see  that  they  feel 
the  cold. 

7764.  Do  they  complain  of  the  glare  of  the  sun  or  the  high  winds  ? — 
They  may  sometimes  if  they  are  feeling  ill. 

7765.  Do  you  converse  with  them  in  Dutch? — No,  only  in  English; 
most  of  them  understood  me. 

770( .  Dr.  IIojfmanT^  Was  the  impression  left  on  your  mind  that  they 
were  well  cared  for  and  well  attended  to? — ^Yes ;  the  attendants  really 
seemed  to  take  an  interest  in  them. 

'  7767.  Do  you  think  there  are  enough  attendants  ? — I  do  not  know. 

7768.  They  did  not  make  any  complaints  ? — No. 

7769.  Do  you  think  as  a  geiierul  rule  the  majoritj^  of  the  patients  are 
bet'er  off  on  the  island  than  they  would  be  in  their  own  homes  ? — Certainly, 
the  coloured  patients  are. 

7770.  Can  you  make  any  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  their  con- 
dition ? — I  do  not  know  of  anything  ;  I  believe  there  have  been  many  im- 
provements lately, 

7771.  You  say  there  were  no  complaints  of  ill-treatment  by  the 
attendants?--!  never  heard  anything  of  the  kind;  on  the  contrary,  I 
thought  they  were  exceedingly  kind  to  the  patients. 
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Mrs.  Louise  Poimcey  examined.  ^ 

Louise  Foumey. 

7172.  Chairman.']  What  appointment  do  you  bold  on  Robben  Island? —  Maroh  iltii,  is94. 
I  am  nurse  at  the  male  leper  wards. 

7773.  How  long  have  you  held  that  appointment? — A  year  and  a- 

half. 

7774.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  island  altogether? — Between 
five  and  six  years.  Previous  to  that  I  was  working  with  the  Sisters  at  Ail 
Saints  in  Cape  Town,  nursing  and  teaching.  For  about  three  mouths  1  was 
at  the  Lock  Hospital.  I  went  at  my  own  request  from  Robben  Island  to  the 
Lock  Hospital,  but  I  did  not  like  it,  so  I  asked  Dr.  Impey  if  I  could  return. 

7775.  What  duties  do  you  discharge  now  ? — I  work  at  No.  1  pavilion, 
No.  I  section  I  give  the  patients  their  medicines,  occasionally  do  dressings, 
and  see  to  the  general  order  of  the  ward,  and  assist  the  patients  generally. 

777G.S  How  many  patients  are  there  in  No.  1  pavilion  ? — The  number 
varies  ;  about  27. 

7777.  Are  they  coloured  patients  ? — Yes,  all  coloured  ;  I  have  not  one 
white. 

7778.  What  are  your  hours  of  duty? — We  are  supposed  to  be  on 
duty  by  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  we  leave  at  half -past  ten  and  take 
an  interval  of  about  half  an  hour,  return  and  go  to  dinner  at  one  o'clock ; 
then  I  go  again  at  four  and  return  home  at  six. 

7779.  Have  you  any  written  instructions  for  the  proper  government 
of  the  ward  ? — None  whatever. 

7780.  Do  you  make  your  own  rules  and  regulations? — Yes.  I  was 
previously  matron  with  the  female  lepers. 

7781.  During  the  time  you  have  had  to  conduct  the  business  in  the 
male  leper  wards,  have  you  found  the  patients  easy  or  difficult  to  manage  ? 
— I  have  found  some  very  easy  to  manage  and  some  rather  troublesome,  but 
in  the  main  they  are  easy. 

7782.  What  do  they  complain  to  you  about? — Sometimes  they  complain 
about  their  food. 

7783.  What  do  they  say  is  wrong  ? — They  say  that  it  is  not  well 
cooked  ;  that  is  the  chief  complaint. 

7784.  Who  is  the  cook  at  present  ? — There  are  two  white  men,  Marshall 
and  Howse. 

7785.  Have  you  ever  inspected  the  food  yourself  ? — Yes,  frequently. 

7786.  Was  it  well  cooked  ? — Sometimes.  One  day  last  week  the 
vegetables  were  not  sufficiently  cooked,  but  on  the  whole  the  cooking  is 
fairly  well  done,  as  well  as  you  would  find  it  in  any  large  institution.  I  have 
heard  the  cooks  complain  that  they  have  not  sufficient  accommodation  in  the 
way  of  utensils,  and  I  was  present  myself  when  HOwse  spoke  to  Dr.  Impey. 

7787.  Do  the  lepers  ever  complain  of  the  quantity  of  the  food  ? — 
No,  tney  have  abundance  of  food. 

7788.  What  do  they  get  for  breakfast? — Bread  and  coffee.  Some  of 
them  get  medical  extras,  such  as  eggs  and  butter,  but  generally  it  is 
bread  and  coffee. 

7789.  And  for  supper? — Bread  and  coffee  again. 

7790.  Are  eggs  a  medical  extra  ? — Yes. 

7791.  What  do  they  get  for  dinner? — The  dinner  consists  of  meat 
and  vegetables,  except  on  Sunday  when  there  is  pudding,  generally  suet 
pudding. 

7792.  Do  the  patients  ever  get  any  fruit  ? — The  Sufferers'  Aid  Society 
or  private  individuals  have  sent  them  fruit,  but  I  do  not  think  the  Govern- 
ment allows  it. 

7793.  Do  you  possess  the  confidence  of  the  patients  in  No.  1  pavilion  ? 
~I  think  so. 

7794.  Do  they  ever  complain  to  you  that  any  of  the  attendants  have  • 
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Mrs.        •  hcon  drunk? — T  have  h(^ard  complaints  of  that  kind  somotiuios  al)Mut  nmn 

LOMSC  lOHIICCJf.  1     P      J  1  •    1  1 

—  who  have  leit  the  island. 

March  15th,  1894  ,  7  7  9  5.  Are  any  of  "the  attenants  who  were  drunk  still  on  the  island  ? — 

[N'o,  none  of  tbem.  One  man  was  dismissed  and  another  left  of  his  own 
accord  I  believe. 

7796.  You  have  never  seen  any  of  the  present  attendants  the  worse 
for  drink  ? — No. 

7797.  Have .  the  patients  ever  complained  about  any  of  the  presr^ent 
attendants  ?- -No. 

7798.  Dr.  Dorlds.']  When  you  speak  of  the  attendants  do  you  include 
the  staff  generally  ? — Yes.    I  have  not  heard  au}^  such  complaints. 

7799.  Chairman.'^i  Do  you  visit  the  wards  at  night? — That  is  not  my 
duty.  If  a  patient  is  sick  I  may  go  perhaps  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock. 
It  is  not  supposed  to  be  included  in  my  duty:  I  go  on  my  own  account  if  a 
man  is  very  ill  or  dying  to  see  how  he  is  getting  on. 

7600.  As  regards  the  attendants,  do  you  consider  tliero  are  sufficient 
considering  tfie  number  of  patients  in  the  male  wards  at  present  ? — Yes,  I 
think  so.  Some  of  the  leper  patients  do  some  vv'ork  ;  there  are  some  very 
good  workers  in  No  1  pavilion  where  I  am  at  present. 

7801.  Are  they  rewarded  in  any  way? — Yes  they  get  little  privileges  I 
think  in  the  way  of  sugar  and  coffee.  Some  of  them  do  the  dressings  and  they 
get£l  a  month.  When  I  was  in  No.  5  pavilion  the  men  there  oLly  got  10s. 
a  month, 

7802.  As  a  rule  do  the  lepers  do  what  you  wish  them  or  have  you  any 
difficulty  ? — Some  do  it  willingly  and  others  not.  You  have  to  insist  in 
some  cases. 

7803.  Have  you  any  bedridden  patients  in  your  ward  ? — Yes  ;  there  is 
one  man  who  cannot  walk  at  all ;  his  hands  and  feet  are  affected. 

7804.  Have  you  any  work  in  connection  with  the  general  wards  ? — No  : 
I  am  in  the  hospital  ward ;  I  have  worked  in  No.  2  ward,  but  at  present  my 
duties  are  confined  to  the  hospital. 

7805.  How  many  patients  are  in  bed  in  the  hospital  ward  ? — About 
four  generally  in  my  ward,  but  some  of  them  get  up  occasionally  and 
go  as  far  as  the  stoep  perhaps  if  they  are  assisted. 

7806.  Do  the  patients  complain  to  you  about  their  clothing  ? — I 
have  heard  them  complain.  They  have  said  that  their  trousers  and  other 
things  go  to  the  wash  and  they  do  not  get  them  back  again  for  some 
time,  and  they  also  complain  at  times  that  their  shirts  sre  torn.  As  a 
general  rule  the  clothing  is  very  fair. 

7807.  Do  they  complain  of  insufficient  clothing  at  all  ? — I  have  not 
heard  them. 

7808.  At  what  time  is  the  clothing  issued  ? — If  a  man  is  in  want 
of  clothes  the  superintendent  goes  to  the  office  and  procures  them  for  him. 

7809.  Who  has  the  right  to  decide  whether  a  piitient  wauts  clothes 
or  not  ? — Mr.  Fitch,  the  superintendent. 

7810.  Is  the  matter  in  his  hands  altogether  ? —  *f  course  if  the  doctor 
said  that  a  man  was  to  get  a  new  suit  he  would  get  it. 

7811.  But  as  a  rule  Mr.  Fitch  is  applied  to  first  ?— Yes  ;  he  might  speak 
to  me  about  it. 

7812.  Do  the  patients  complain  of  the  cold  through  want  of  clothing? 
— I  have  not  heard  them ;  they  have  good  great  coats  all  of  them,  and  it 
would  be  quite  without  foundation  if  they  did  eomplaiu.  The  great  coats  are 
as  good  as  you  could  wish  to  see. 

7813.  Do  they  complain  of  the  climate  of  the  island,  the  heat,  wind, 
dust,  or  glare  ?  —I  have  heard  one  or  two  with  weak  chests  complain  about 
the  sea  air,  and  say  it  is  not  guod  for  them  ;  that  is  how  they  put  it  generally  ; 
but  the  ma,jority  do  not  complain  about  the  climate.  They  complain  about 
the  isolation,  most  of  them. 
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7814.  How  many  nurses  are  there  in  char<ye  of  the  hospital  ward  ? —     ^  . 

-  o  ,  Louise  Powirey. 

There  are  at  present  only  two  nurses  ainong  the  male  patients.  — 

7815.  Are  they  female  nurses  ?— Yes.  ^-'"'-^^  i'"^*'  i'^^*- 

7816.  Are   they  trained  hosjDifal  nurses? — -No;    neither  of  us  are 
certificated  hospital  nurses. 

7817.  When  you  speak  of  two  nurses,  are  there  two  in  addition  to 
yourself  ?  —No  ;  I  am  one  and  there  is  another. 

7818.  How  is  the  night  duty  provided  for? — There  is  a  night  attendant. 

7819.  Is  that  a  leper? — No;  he  is  like  the  other  attendants,  only  he 
has  night  duties. 

7820.  Does  he  supervise  the  ward  until  the  morning  at  eight  o'clock  ? — 
Yes.  There  is  a  night  report  book,  and  in  that  book  is  entered  anything  the 
attendant  has  to  do,  any  directions  as  to  giving  medicine,  and  so  on, 

7821.  Does  the  attendant  call  anybody  in  the  night  in  the  event  of  a 
patient  dying  say  ? — I  havi^  been  called  at  night,  but  it  is  not  the  rule  ; 
when  I  have  been  called  I  have  always  gone. 

7822.  Are  any  inspections  made  by  the  medical  olRcers  at  night  ? — I 
think  not. 

7823.  Are  there  any  stated  hours  during  the  day  that  the  medical 
officers  go  round  ? — They  come  once  daily  ;  there  are  no  stated  hours.  It  is 
generally  about  ten  or  half-past  ten  in  the  morning. 

7824.  Do  they  make  a  second  visit  in  the  evening  ? — No. 

7825.  Speaking  of  the  male  leper  wards  generally  is  the  food  dail}^ 
inspected  by  anj^body  ? — I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  inspected  in  the 
kitchen ;  it  is  not  in  the  wards,  I  have  never  seen  it  inspected  there. 

7826.  Dr.  Dodds.'l  If  you  see  anything  wrong,  do  you  report  it? — 
Decidedly.    I  never  keep  anything  from  the  doctor,  whatever  it  may  be. 

7827.  Chairman.']  Do  you  consider  that  the  male  wards  are  crowded 
now  ? — I  think  No.  5  pavilion  is  crowded.    I  do  not  think  No.  1  is  over  full. 

7828.  With  regard  to  the  female  lepers,  have  you  had  any  experience 
of  them? — Yes.    I  was  3^  years  with  them  as  matron. 

7829.  During  that  time  did  you  find  them  difficult  to  manage  ? — 
"V:es,  very  difficult.  At  the  beginning  there  were  only  24,  and  I  did  Tiot 
find  it  difficult,  but  the  number  increased  to  78  before  I  left. 

7830.  With  the  increasing  number  ^id  the  difficulties  become  greater  ? — 
Yes ;  and  the  men  had  more  liberty  and  used  to  come  round  about  the  wards. 

7831.  What  date  were  you  in  charge  of  the  female  leper  wards? — On 
February  6th,  1888,  I  think  I  went,  and  I  remained  in  charge  there  three 
years  and  eight  niont]:s. 

7832.  What  number  of  female  lepers  were  there  when  you  left  ?— 78. 
r83o.  Will  you  state  how  difficulties  began  to  arise  in  the  management  ? 

— When  I  first  went  there  there  used  to  be  a  high  stone  wall  all  round  ;  there 
had  been  great  immorality  before  this  w-jU  was  built,  part  of  the  wall  is  still 
there.  There  were  holes  at  the  bottom  of  the  wall  connected  with  the  drainage 
and  the  men  used  to  come  and  pass  things  through  these  holes  to  the  women, 
and  it  was  not  any  use  trying  to  drive  them  away.  I  pointed  it  out  to  the 
doctors  and  they  tried  to  stop  it,  I  did  not  think  it  was  at  all  safe  or  proper, 
as  the  men  used  to  come  there  sometimes  at  night  after  the  women  had  gone 
'  to  bed. 

7834.  What  date  was  this? — About  1890  or  1891  ;  it  went  on  more  or 
less  during  the  whole  time  I  was  there. 

7835.  Did  the  men  get  into  the  compound? — I  cannot  say  that  I  ever 
saw  them  inside,  but  the  men  used  to  pile  up  boxes  or  things  (;n  the  outside 
and  the  women  did  the  same  within  ;  and  then  they  talked  to  each  other  over 
the  wall,    I  have  heard  of  the  men  being  inside. 

7836.  Before  you  left  wa-  there  a  wire  fence  put  up  ? — It  was  in  con- 
templation, but  it  had  not  been  put  up.  That  was  partly  the  reason  why  I 
insisted  upon  going. 
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Zoui^Powtcci/  7837.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  male  leper  wards  now? — I  have 

_  been  there  twice  since  I  left.    I  do  not  know  much  about  them. 

March  i5t,b,  189 i.  7338.  Do  the  male  lepers  visit  the  females  ?— If  they  have  a  pass  they 
are  allowed  to  go  inside.  Since  the  present  enclosure  has  been  put  up  the  men 
talk  to  the  women  through  the  fence,  they  stand  and  sit  about  all  round. 

7839.  Do  you  think  that  is  conducive  to  the  good  government  of  the 
place  ? — I  should  thiok  not.  I  have  been  told  that  the  attitude  of  the  men  is 
sometimes  very  indelicate, 

7840  Do  you  think  the  male  lepers  make  appointments  with  the  female 
lepers  even  now  ? — I  should  say  there  was  no  doubt  about  it. 

7841.  Why  do  you  think  that? — From  the  general  tone  of  the  place 
should  think  there  was  extreme  laxity. 

7842.  Can  it  be  prevented  ? — I  think  there  was  a  very  good  plan  formerl 
a  man  used  to  have  a  pass  signed  by  the  doctor,  and  he  was  admitted  with  thi 
pass,  and  I  always  remained  during  the  interview.    If  I  had  other  duties 
attend  to  I  made  another  woman  come  down.     They  used  to  sit  in  front  an 
talk  under  supervision,  and  when  the  man  had  been  there  long  enough  he  was 
told  to  go. 

7843.  What  is  the  form  of  pass  now  in  use  ? — I  cannot  say  whether 
there  is  any  supervision  there  now,  but  I  have  been  told  that  they  pull  each 
other  about  through  the  fence,  although  I  have  not  seen  it. 

7844.  Have  you  ever  overheard  the  men  make  appointments  with  the 
women  ? — No,  I  have  not. 

7845.  With  regard  to  the  visiting  to  the  male  leper  wards,  how  is  thi 
regulated  at  present  ? — They  are  admitted  by  a  pass  and  they  re;main  as  long 
as  they  like:  there  is  no  supervision.    If  anyone  is  on  duty  of  course  tha 
is  all  right,  but  then  they  have  to  go  for  their  meals  and  the  visitors  can  go; 

^  in  and  out  as  they  like. 

7846.  Do  the  male  lepers  walk  about  the  island  with  their  friends? — I 
I  believe  so. 

7847.  Have  you  ever  seen  them  ? — There  was  a  woman  stopping  on  thei 
island  and  I  saw  her  going  about ;  that  was  quite  recently. 

7848.  Had  she  been  allowed  to  stay  over  ? — Yes. 

7849.  Was  she  going  about  with  some  of  the  men? — Yes. 

7850.  Is  she  on  the  island  now  ? — I  think  she  left  yesterday. 
7861.  Do  you  know  her  name? — She  came  to  see  a  boy  named  Piet. 
7852.  Is  she  supposed  to  be  his  wife?— Yes  ;  she  is  a  coloured  woman. 
785^1.  How  does  she  obtain  leave  to  stay  on  the  island  ? — I  suppose  sM 

gets  leave  from  the  surgeon-superintendent.  '  j 

7854.  Where  does  she  stay  ? — I  believe  at  the  chaplain's  house. 

7855.  Is  there  a  room  in  his  house  set  apart  for  the  use  of  visitors  stayinj 
over  ? — ile  gives  the  use  of  a  room  himself  ;  it  is  his  own  kindness. 

7856.  Z>r.  Dodds.']  Are  these  two  people  an  elderly  couple  ? — No;  Piei 
is  quite  young,  about  25  perhaps. 

7857.  Chairman.']  When  the  boat  arrives  are  the  visitors  met  by  tnejj 
leper  friends  ?— -They  must  get  a  pass  to  go  d  ^wn  to  the  boat. 

7858.  How  many  get  passes  as  a  rule  ? — I  cannot  say. 

7859.  Would  you  say  ten  or  twenty  ? — I  do  not  think  more  than  a  dozen 

7860.  Do  the  women  ever  come  down  to  the  boat  ? — No. 

7861.  Do  they  ever  come  down  to  see  their  friends  of£  ? — Never. 
7802.  Do  visitors  ever  stay  with  the  attendants  or  nurses  ? — I  used  to  hav 

a  friend  staying  with  me  pretty  frequently  when  I  was  at  Murray's  Bay 
had  a  spare  room  and  I  got  permission.    It  was  very  dull  and  isolated,  an( 
Dr.  Ross  said  he  would  not  object  to  my  having  a  friend  occasionally  if  I  toL 
him. 

7863.  When  visitors  come  to  the  wards  can  they  go  where  they  like  ?- 
No  one  is  admitted  without  a  pass. 

7864.  How  many  on  an  average  conae  on  visiting  days  to  your  ward  ?- 
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Not  more  than  luilf-a-dozen  on  the  average.  Some  days  there  are  as  many  as 
j20,  and  some  days  only  two. 

I  7865.  Are  they  alIow(;d  to  sti'oll  about  any  part  of  the  island  with  the 
male  lepers  ?—  Yes. 

7866.  There  is  freedom  as  regards  that  ? — Yes,  quite  so. 

7867.  Do  visitors  sometimes  bring  presents  of  sweets,  cake,  fruit,  and  so 
I OD  ? — Yes. 

7868.  Do  they  sit  down  and  eat  together  ? — They  do  not  sit  at  the  table 
with  the  lepers,  but  I  daresay  they  eat  by  the  bedside. 

■  7869.  Have  you  ever  seen  them  using  the  same  plate  or  spoon  ? — I  have 
^en  them  taking  tea  and  coffee  together,  and  they  must  use  the  same  cups, 
because  there  are  no  others. 

7870.  As  regards  the  female  lepers,  have  you  seen  the  visitors  kissing 
them  without  any  fe^ir  ? — Yes. 

7871.  Is  the  visiting  under  the  same  conditions  in  the  female  as  in  the 
male  wards  ? — It  used  to  be  when  I  was  there. 

7872.  Were  the  women  allowed  outside  the  fence  ?-  -I  used  to  take  them 
out  every  afternoon  for  exercise. 

7873.  How  is  it  at  present  ? — I  do  not  know. 

7874.  Is  there  any  night  guard  at  the  female  leper  compound? — Yes; 
there  are  constables  there  at  night. 

7875.  Have  any  complaints  been  made  about  the  constables  ? — Not  to 
me.    I  never  heard  any. 

7876.  What  do  the  leper  p  itients  chiefly  complain  about? — The  want  of 
freedom  ;  they  do  not  like  the  restraint  on  the  island  nor  the  isolation. 

7877.  Have  they  expressed  any  desire  to  you  about  returning  to  the 
mainland  ? — Yes.    I  have  heard  some  of  them  say  they  want  to  go  home. 

7878.  Are  thty  more  excited  after  visiting  days? — ISo  ;  I  have  not 
noticed  any  difference. 

7879.  Have  you  observed  any  cases  of  drunkenness  among  the  patients 
after  visiting  days? — I  have  not  seen  any. 

7880.  Do  you  think  smuggl.ng  goes  on  to  any  extent  ? — I  should  think 
it  goes  on  to  a  small  extent,  but  not  in  No.  I  pavilion.  I  think  I  can  answer 
confidently  as  regards  that. 

7fc81.  Why  do  you  think  it  does  not  go  on  in  No.  1  ;  It  must  be  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  find  out,  must  it  not  ? — I  fancy  I  should  know  about  it.  I 
do  not  see  how  it  could  be  done.  I  know  every  part  of  the  place,  and  there 
would  be  no  means  of  concealing  anything. 

7882.  Have  the  men  complained  about  the  quality  of  the  tobacco  ? — Yes. 
I  have  hoard  them  grumble  about  the  tobacco. 

7883.  Is  that  always  ? — Not  always.  About  three  weeks  ago  they  had 
their  ration  of  tobacco  issued  on  Saturday.  Dr.  Irapey  was  in  town,  and  they 
kept  it  till  Monday  to  show  him  ;  they  never  touched  it  ;  it  was  lying  on  the 
table,  and  they  grumbled  very  much  and  said  it  made  their  chests  sore. 

7884.  D)'.  Dodds.l  In  your  ward  are  they  all  coloured  patients  ? — Yes. 

7885.  In  the  hospital  No.  2  ward  are  there  any  white  patients? — No; 
they  are  coloured.  One  section  is  for  the  Free  State  patience  ajJ.  H)  )ther  for 
the  rest  of  the  natives. 

7886.  Have  the  patients  any  objection  to  be  taken  to  the  hospital  ward  ? 
—I  have  heard  some  of  them  express  an  objection.  They  do  not  exactly 
understand  wliat  it  is,  and  they  are  afraid  they  will  be  under  greater  restraint 
than  in  their  own  Avards,  but  that  is  not  so  much  lately ;  it  was  when  there 
were  more  nurses.    We  have  been  obliged  to  relax  the  system  a  good  deal. 

f.  7887.  Then  they  are  getting  over  the  objection  ? — Yes,  I  think  they  go 
willingly  enough  now. 

7888.  Did  not  the  objection  arise  to  a  certain  extent  because  they  thought 
going  to  the  h(.s[)ital  was  just  a  jn-eliminary  to  death?— No,  I  do  not  think 
so,  because  they  die  in  the  otiier  wards  just  the  same. 


Mrs. 

Lviiisc  Pounceij. 

March  loth,  1894. 
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Loui^Pouncey  7889.  If  a  patient  comes  to  the  hospital  ward  aud  gets  a  little  better,  is 

—  he  transferred  again  to  another  ward  ? — Yes,  he  is  sent  back  to  his  own  ward 

March  1.5th,  i89i.      j^^  exprcsscs  a  wish  and  is  well  enough  to  go,  and  does  not  require  very 
much  dressing. 

7890.  Whether  he  expresses  a  wish  or  not,  is  he  sent  to  another  ward 
to  make  room  for  other  cases  : — Yes  ;  if  we  wanted  the  bed  we  should  send 
the  most  convalescent  patient  out. 

7891.  Are  there  any  instructions  as  to  the  danger  of  contagion  aud  the 
necessity  for  the  staff  using  disinfectants  ? — No,  i  never  iieard  of  any. 

7892.  As  a  matter  of  fact  do  the  attendants  take  precautions  against 
contagion  ? — Not  that  I  know  of.  The  attendants  do  not  dress  the  wounds  ; 
the  dressings  are  done  either  by  the  nurses  or  by  the  boys  wh')  have  been 

' , trained  to  do  the  work.    When  the  nursing  staff  became  too  small  we  were 
obliged  to  get  some  of  the  boys  to  assist. 

7893.  Do  the  nurses  take  any  precautions  and  use  disinfectants? — We 
use  carbolic  soap. 

7894.  Is  that  the  only  thing  ? — Yes  :  it  is  the  only  thing  that  I  evei'  use. 

7895.  What  time  do  the  nurses  and  attendants  go  oif  duty  ;it  night?  - 
In  the  afternoon  the  attendants  serve  the  tea  about  half  past  four  and  then 
they  go  off  duty  ;  we  come  off  at  six. 

7896.  What  time  does  the  night  attendant  come  on  du'y  ? — I  think 
between  eight  and  nine  o'clock. 

7897.  Between  six  o'clock  and  eight  who  is  responsible  for  the  care  of 
the  patients  ?-~I  do  not  think  anyone  is  responsible. 

7898.  Suppose  a  patient  was  clying  ? — Then  we  should  be  fetched ;  the 
niu'ses'  home  is  quite  near  to  Ko.  1  ward;  one  of  the  ward  boys  would  come 
and  call  us. 

7899.  Would  that  be  only  in  the  case  .of  emergency? — Yes,  only  in 
case  of  emergency.    Now  and  then  I  run  in  myself  of  an  evening.  • 

7900.  As  a  rule  the  wards  are  left  without  anyone  specially  responsible 
for  about  two  hours  every  night,  are  they  not? — Yes,  and  they  are  also  left 
when  we  go  for  our  dinner :  we  do  not  go  on  duty  again  till  four,  therefore 
during<^  that  time  they  are  more  or  less  left  as  the  attendants  have  to  go  for 
their  racjals. 

7901.  What  time  does  the  night  attendant  go  off  duty? — About  half- 
past  six  in  tlie  morning.  The  attendants  coiue  on  duty  about  seven,  but  I  go 
on  duty  myself  at  eight. 

I  7902.  You  were  in  one  of  the  other  male  wards  some  time  ago,  did  any 

of  the  patients  there  have  medical  extras?— Yes,  wherever  I  have  been  the 
patients  have  had  medical  extras  if  it  has  been  necessary. 

7903.  Have  you  asked  for  them  and  got  them  ? — Always.  A  man  may 
ask  perhaps  for  brandy  when  it  is  not  necessary,  and  then  it  is  refused,  but 
such  things  as  butter,  eggs,  milk,  very  often  poultry  and  wine,  are  given  if 
considered  necessary. 

7904.  Has  your  experience  been  that  the  patients  are  really  liberally  dealt 
with? — They  are 'most  liberallv  and  kindly  dealt  with  ;  .there  is  certainly 
not  a  doubt  about  it.  I  have  often  remarked  that  practically  they  are  masters 
of  the  situation  there  :  the  men  are  certainly  :  I  do  not  know  about  the 
women  because  I  have  left  them,  but  they  were  very  kindly  dealt  with  when 
I  was  there  I  am  qu.ite  sure ;  and  I  feel  certain  they  are  now.  Dr.  Impey  is 
most  kind  to  them,  and  brings  them  all  sorts  of  things,  whistles,  concertinas, 
and  anything  to  give  them  pleasure.  He  is  very  kind  and  so  is  the  other 
doctor. 

7905.  Cliairman7\  Has  any  course  of  medicinal  treatment  been  adopted 
while  you  have  been  there,  anything  on  a  large  scale? — When  gurjun  oil 
was  supposed  to  be  a  great  cure,  they  had  that. 

7906.  When  was  that  tried  ? — In  the  female  leper  ^^ard  it  was  tried 
perhaps  three  or  four  years  ago. 
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7907.  Were  notes  kept  of  the  cases  ? — la  Dr.  Dixon's  time  they  were  ; 
a  book  was  kept.  Koch's  lymph  also  was  tried,  and  tlie  temperature  was 
tiiken  three  or  four  times  a  day  and  shown  to  tiie  docror  and  records  were 
keot.  Thea  there  was  a  mixture  called  Impoy's  mixture,  which  the  doctor 
thought  might  do  good ;  we  tried  that. 

7908.  Are  the  lepers  themselves  desirous  of  carrying  out  any  course  of 
treatment  or  are  they  averse  to  it  ? — They  will  try  anything;  they  were 
always  readily  injected  with  Koch's  lymph. 

7909.  Dr.  Bodds.']  Was  there  always  a  large  number  of  patients  under 
medical  treatment  in  your  ward? — Yes,  always. 

7910.  How  marvy  roughly  speaking  ? — Ten  or  twelve  out  of  25.  Then 
they  were  constantly  getting  cough  mixture  and  such  things ;  any  special 
medicine  would  be  prescribed  by  the  doctor  if  it  was  wanted. 

7911.  Can  you  make  any  suggestions  with  a  view  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  the  patients  ? — No.  I  do  not  think  so.  They  have  good  beds  and 
so  on.  Perhaps  the  cooking  might  be  a  little  more  carefully  done.  There  is 
a  large  number  to  cook  for  and  it  is  done  in  rather  a  wholesale  manner. 

7912.  In  winter  is  it  not  difficult  to  carry  the  food  in  from  the  kitchen 
to  the  wards  ? — Yes  ;  it  is  rather  a  long  way,  but  they  have  covered  ration 
boxes. 

7913.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  any  advantage  if  they  had  a  large 
dining  room  near  the  kitchen  and  all  assembled  there  and  took  their  meals ; 
the  room  might  be  used  at  other  times  for  recreation  purposes  ? — I  do  not 
think  that  would  answer ;  it  would  only  be  an  additional  place  to  litter ; 
ihey  are  very  untidy  people.  I  do  not  think  it  would  make  them  a  bit  more 
comfortable  ;  they  have  excellent  dining  rooms, 

7914.  Do  they  ever  use  the  dining  rooms  as  sitting  rooms  ? — Sometimes 
they  do  ;  they  play  cards  and  other  games  there. 

7915.  Why  do  not  they  use  them  oftener ;  were  they  not  intended  as 
sitting  rooms  ? — You  often  see  them  playing  games  there,  and  sometimes 
they  play  on  the  stoep. 

7916.  Are  the  dining  rooms  fairly  comfortable  ? — They  are  good  rooms, 
but  a  liitle  colder  and  more  draughty  than  the  wards  ;  there  is  no  sto^s^. 

7917.  As  a  matter  of  fact  do  the  patients  sit  about  the  dormitories  and 
lie  on  the  beds  instead  of  being  in  the  day  rooms  ? — Yes. 

7918.  Is  not  that  a  very  bad  thing  in  so  far  as  keeping  the  rooms  clean 
goes? — You  have  to  go  round  the  wards  two  or  three  times  a  day  and  put 
the  beds  right.  I  do  that  the  first  thing  when  I  go  into  the  wards.  I  often 
tell  them  not  to  lie  on  the  beds  when  it  is  not  necessary,  that  if  they  do  not 
feel  well  they  can  undress  'and  get  into  bed,  but  they  do  not  take  it  in  good 
part. 

7919.  Have  you  ever  tried  to  lock  the  dormitories  and  make  them  sit 
under  the  verandah  or  in  the  day  room? — -Such  a  thing  as  tliat  would  bring 
about  instant  rebellion  I  am  sure.  That  class  of  people  would  think  nothing 
oi  breaking  the  windows  or  the  doors. 

7920.  Chairman.']  Would  it  be  difficult  to  draw  up  some  regulations  ? — 
It  would  be  very  difficult  to  enforce  them  at  first,  because  they  have  had  a 
great  deal  of  liberty ;  there  has  been  too  much  laxity  and  they  are  masters 
of  the  position ;  there  is  no  other  way  to  put  it. 

7921.  W  ould  you  advise  some  regulations  being  drawn  up  ? — It  would 
have  to  be  done  very  gradually  and  judiciously.  It  would  be  much  blotter  if 
there  were  some  rules,  because  the  sick  patients  who  are  confined  to  their 
beds  do  not  care  to  see  the  others  playing  cards  all  day  and  so  on. 

7922.  If  they  decline  to  do  what  you  tell  them -have  you  no  redress  ? — 
No.  When  I  was  in  No.  5  ward  there  was  a  man  there  who  was  very 
troublesome ;  he  is  dead  now.  I  asked  that  he  might  be  removed  as  he  set 
such  a  bad  example,  and  the  doctor  gave  permission  for  his  removal,  although 
the  man  was  greatly  against  it ;  the  others  said  that  he  should  not  go  and 
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they  took  up  the  oadgels  in  his  behalf.  Mr.  Fitch  then  said  it  was  better 
for  him  to  rem'^in.  I  said  no  more  about  it,  and  he  had  to  remain,  and  he 
did  not  give  much  trouble  afterwards.  I  had  to  use  a  very  firm  hand  witli 
him  ;  a  very  short  time  after  that  lie  died.  It  is  very  difficult  to  deal  with 
such  cases ;  you  have  to  use  tact  and  try  and  keep  on  g  lod  terms  with  them 
as  far  as  you  can. 

792.3.  Have  there  been  any  disturbances  on  the  island  between  the'i 
lepers  and  the  officials  during  your  time  ? — The  women  all  surrounded  Dr. 
Impey  the  other  day. 

7924.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? — About  three  weeks.  The  other  day 
also  the  women  came  out  of  the  compound  and  followed  Dr.  Impey  when  he 
was  on  the  trolly, 

7925.  Was  that  when  the  Commission  visited  the  island  ? — •!  think  so, 

7926.  Have  yon  heard  of  other  disturbances  ? — Yes. 

7927.  Did  not  the  men  go  up  to  Dr.  Impey's  house  ? — Ye-i,  that  was 
about  the  meat ;  they  said  it  was  not  good.  I  believe  the  chaplain,  Mr. 
Watkins,  talked  to  them  and  persuaded  them  to  go  back. 

7928.  Why  could  they  not  eat  the  meat  ? — They  said  it  was  stale  and 
liad  been  put  into  the  pot  without  being  washed  I  think. 

7929.  How  did  the  men  get  past  the  barrier  ? — They  must  have  gone 
the  back  way,  which  is  quite  possible. 

7930.  Can  they  at  any  time  go  that  way  and  escape  the  notice  of  the 
guard  ? — They  can  if  they  like. 

7931.  Have  there  been  any  other  disturbances? — That  is  all  I  know  of. 

7932.  Did  the  male  lepers  speak  very  bitterly  as  if  they  had  a  grievance  ? 
— I  heard  so. 

7933.  Have  they  ever  used  any  threats? — I  havt^  not  heard  them. 

7934.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Have  3'ou  heard  of  their  using  threats? — -No. 

7935.  Not  against  Dr.  Impey  or  any  of  the  staff  ? — I  have  heard  them 
m.ike  remarks  such  as  discontented  people  will  do,  but  nothing  more. 

7936.  Have  you  heard  them  threaten  to  burn  Dr,  Impey's  house  down 
or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — I  have  not  heard  it  myself,  I  was  told  that  they 
said  sb. 

7937.  Who  told  you  ? — The  person  who  told  me  was  Mrs.  Fitch  ;  they 
did  not  say  it  to  her,  and  they  never  said  it  in  my  hearing  I  am  sure. 

7938.  Do  you  think  they  might  burn  Dr.  Impey's  house  down  or  the 
wards  in  a  fit  of  temper  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  to  fear  in  that 
way.  I  have  worked  with  them  a  long  time  and  they  say  all  sorts  of  things 
when  they  are  irritable,  just  like  children. 

7939.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  ventilating  the  hospital  ward  ? — The 
patients  do  not  like  the  windows  open  if  it  is  at  all  chilly,  but  we  manage  to 
get  them  open. 

7940.  How  is  the  ward  in  the  morning  when  you  go  into  it  ? — When  I 
go  into  the  ward  in  the  morning  it  is  pretty  well  aired ;  the  attendants  see 
to  that. 

7941.  Have  you  ever  been  there  during  the  night  ?— Yes  ;  not  in  No.  1 
but  in  No.  5  frequently,  and  it  was  rather  close  and  stuffy  in  one  section. 

7942.  Is  the  ventilation  only  through  the  windows  and  the  roof  — The 
windows  doors  and  roof,  that  is  all.  There  are  no  stoves  in  No.  5  ;  there  is 
a  stove  in  No.  1. 

7943.  Are  there  any  other  suggestions  you  would  like  to  make  with  a 
view  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  lepers  in  any  way? — No,  I  do  not 
think  so.  I  think,  taking  it  all  round,  they  are  pretty  comfortable ;  they 
have  good  beds  and  bedding,  and  far  better  food  than  such  a  class  of  people  could 
possibly  hope  for  in  their  own  homes.  The  food  might  be  a  little  more  care- 
fully prepared. 

7944.  If  the  leper  patients  were  removed  to  the  mainland  do  you  think 
they  would  be  as  difficult  to  manage  as  on  the  island  ? — I  think  much  more 


443 


so.  You  could  not  isolate  them  in  the  same  way,  and  then  again  you  have 
the  visitors  pretty  much  under  control  now,  and  you  know  exactly  who 
comes  and  whether  they  leave  the  island  or  not. 

7945.  Chairman.~\  Would  you  require  a  much  larger  staff  of  guards  and 
attendants  on  the  mainland  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

7146.  Dr.  Dodds.']  But  the  difficulty  is  got  over  in  the  case  of  ordinary 
h&spitals,  is  it  not  ?-~The  leper  patients  cannot  be  looked  at  in  the  same 
light  as  ordinary  hospital  patients  who  come  and  go,  they  think  they  are 
under  detention  for  life,  and  not  temporarily. 

7947.  Would  there  be  the  same  difficulty  with  the  w^hite  leper  patients! 
as  the  coloured  on  the  mainland,  do  you  think  ? — No,  there  is  a 
comparatively  small  number  of  white  patients,  and  when  I  w-is  in  the  female 
ward  I  found  the  white  patients  very  decent  people,  I  had  not  any  difficulty 
with  them. 

7948.  Chairman.]  Were  they  easy  to  manage  ? — Yes, 


with  them  and  tell  them  things. 


you 


can  reason 


7949.  Have  you  anything  else  to  suggest  ? — No.  My  opinion  is  that 
the  patients  are  very  fairly  dealt  with,  and  they  have  nothing  to  complain 
about. 


Mrs. 

Loidsc  Founcey. 

Marct  lotk, 


Cape  Town,  Friday,  March  l^th,  1894. 


Dr.  Dodds, 
Fisraer, 


PEE8BNT  : 
Dr.  Murray  f  ChairmanJ, 

Dr.  Herman. 

Dr.  C.  Kohler  further  examined. 


conation  of  the  •  ^^^'^^ 


7950.  Chairman.  \  Have  you  visited  Eobben  Island  as  the  representa 
tive  of  the  Free  State  Government  ? — Yes,  a  year  ago. 

7951.  Was  it  specially  with  a  view  to  enquire  into  the 
Free  State  lepers  ? — Yes. 

7952.  Have  you  received  a  letter  of  complaint  from  them  ? — Yes,  I  had 
a  letter  some  months  ago. 

7953.  What  did  they  complain  to  you  about  in  the  letter?— It  was  the 
whole  affair  ;  they  said  they  wanted  to  go  home. 

7954.  Did  they  complain  of  ill  treatment  on  the  part  of  the  attendants  ? 
■They  did  not  complain  of  ill  treatment,  but  they  stated  in  the  letter  that 

the  attendants  were  drunkards. 

7955.  Did  they  mention  which  of  the  attendants  were  drunkards  ? — ^They 
did  not  mention  any  name.  Their  chief  burden  of  complaint  was  that  they 
wanted  to  get  away  from  the  island. 

7956.  Can  you  supply  the  Commission  with  the  letter  ? — Yes. 

7957.  Who  is  it  signed  by  ? — It  is  only  signed  by  the  "  Free  State  lepers." 

7958.  It  is  a  sort  of  round-robin  ? — Yes. 

7959.  With  regard  to  the  female  wards,  have  you  had  complaints  fro.m 
any  of  the  patients  ? — Not  from  the  patients,  but  I  have  heard  remarks  from 
others  about  two  of  the  matrons  ^  and  

k  7960.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  statements  you  heard? — That  they 
pare  not  fit  for  the  place. 

7961.  On  what  grounds? — One  I  know  personally,  she  drinks  in  ray 
opinion  and  is  not  at  all  fit  for  the  post. 

7962.  Do  you  know  anything  of  her  antecedents  or  previous  history  in 
Cape  Town  ? — No  ;  but  from  my  own  knowledge  I  know  that  she  does  drink. 

LLL  2 
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7963.  Is  die  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  in  charge  on  the  island  ? — No  ] 
she  is  altogether  unfit. 

7964.  Have  you  ever  seen  her  drunk  ? — Yes,  I  attended  her  several 
times, 

7965.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  other  attendant? — I  cannot  say 
anything  against  her  character. 

79(16.  Is  there  anything  said  against  her  work  on  the  island  ? — No. 

7967.  IJaye  you  ever  seen  her  drunk  on  the  island  ? — No. 

7968.  What  did  you  know  about  the  former  one  in  Cape  Town  ? — Her 
husband  left  her  and  she  was  living  at  different  boarding  houses  in  town. 

7969.  In  what  quarter  of  the  town? — At  Claridge's  hotel  and  at  a 
boarding  house  in  Bree  Street. 

7970.  Did  she  eyer  live  among  Malays? — I  do  not  know.  I  did  not 
hear  about  that.  j 

7971.  Do  you  consider  the  other  one  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  have 
charge  of  lepers  ? — 1  would  not  take  her  either.  I  cannot  bring  any  charge 
against  her  character. 

7972.  Have  you  ever  known  her  to  be  drunk  ? — No  ;  I  do  not  think 
she  drinks, 

7973.  Do  you  consider  her  a  person  of  itn^roper  character? — I  would 
not  select  her  as  a  nurse. 

7974.  Did  any  of  the  female  lepers  ever  complain  to  you  of  iil-treat- 
rar-nt  by  either  of  the  two  matrons  you  have  mentioned  ? — No. 

7975.  V/ith  reference  to  the  male  lepers,  have  you  reason  to  believe  that 
what  is  stated  in  that  letter  is  true  ? — Yes ;  I  have  heard  it  spoken  about. 

7976.  When  you  have  been  on  the  island  were  the  attendants  sober  ? — 

Yes, 

797  7.  Where  have  you  heard  anything  which  leads  you  to  think  the 
stntements  in  the  letter  are  correct — I  have  heard  remarks  made  in  tow*n 
occasionally. 

7978.  Do  those  remarks  tend  to  corroborate  what  the  patients  state  ? — 

Yes. 

7979.  Do  you  think  the  people  who  told  you  were  trustworthy? — Yes. 

7980.  Can  you  give  their  names? — No. 

7981.  Were  they  people  who  had  visited  the  island  themselves  or  who 
had  any  knowledge  of  it  ? — Besides  others  the  bar-keeper  spoke  about  it. 

7982.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Have  you  made  a  report  on  the  condition  of  the 
Iree  State  lepers  on  the  island  ? — Yes ;  I  sent  it  to  the  Government  there. 

7983.  Did  it  contain  anything  very  special  relating  to  the  condition  of 
the  hypers  on  Robb(Mi  Island  ? — I  reported  that  I  \vas  satisfied  that  they 
wanted  to  come  away.  They  complained  that  they  were  not  visited  by  the 
doctor. 

7984.  Whm  was  it  that  you  reported? — About  a  year  ago,  in  April  or 
May  last. 

7985.  When  were  the  Eree  State  lepers  sent  to  Robben  Island  ? — I  don't 
know  edacity. 

7986.  Did  you  ever  practise  in  the  Free  State  ?— Yes. 

7987.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  good  thing  to  send  lepers  from  the  Free 
J-^'iate  to  Piobbfu  Island? — No;  it  would  be  much  better  to  keep  them  in 
the  Free  State;  they  would  be  more  satisfied  if  tliey  were  isolated  there, 

7958.  Do  you  think  the  island  affects  their  health  pj'ejudicially  ? — Yes, 
they  eomp'ain  of  the  damp  and  cold  weather.  There  were  many  of  them 
suffering  from  colds,  and  the  sand  affects  their  eyes,  I'hey  also  say  they 
would  more  frequently  get  visitors  if  they  were  nearer  home, 

7989,  If  they  have  to  be  segregated^  do  you  think  it  would  be  much 
belter  for  them  to  be  segregated  in  their  own  country  ? — Yes, 

7990.  If  they  remain  on  the  island,  can  you  make  any  suggestions  for 
increafciing  their  comfort? — As  far  as  I  could  sec  they  are  comfortable. 
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7991.  Did  they  complain  about  their  food  ? — No.  I  asked  them  but  ^,  i^^^.^^^ 
tbey  had  no  complaints  about  the  food. 

7992.  Did  they  complain  about  the  clothing  ?— No.  ^^""^^  i*^^^' 

7993.  Did  you  give  them  full  opportunity  to  complain  if  they  wanted  to  ? 
—Yes.    I  put  questions  to  them  without  a  doctor  or  attendant  being  present. 

7994.  Were  you  satisfied  with  the  food  and  so  on  the  day  you  were 
oxer  on  the  island  ? — Yes.  I  spoke  to  them  alone,  there  were  no  attendants 
present,  so  that  they  had  no  reason  to  be  afraid  to  speak  out  plainly. 

7995.  Do  these  Free  State  patients  often  write  to  you? — No,  they  have 
only  done  so  once. 

7996.  Have  you  been  requested  to  make  periodical  visits  ? — No  ;  I  go 
over  to  the  island  when  the  Free  State  Government  ask  me. 

7997.  D)\  Fismer.~\  Are  there  only  coloured  patients  from  the  Free 
State,  or  are  there  any  white  ? — There  were  at  that  time  all  coloured  patients 
as  far  as  I  remember. 

7998.  Are  there  any  European  lepers  in  the  Free  State  ? — Yes. 

7999.  Are  they  not  forced  to  be  segregated  ? — Yes  ;  and  I  have  heard 
that  some  have  been  sent  down. 

8000.  Are  there  a  good  many  European  leper  patients  at  large  in  the 
Free  State  ? — I  am  sure  there  are  some  who  never  will  be  segregated. 

8001.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  What  do  you  attribute  the  large  mortality  among 
the  Free  State  lepers  to  ? — Very  likely  it  is  owing  to  the  damp  and  cold  and 
to  their  mental  depression. 

8002.  Do  you  think  it  is  that  or  the  fact  that  the  cases  were  very  bad 
when  they  came  down  perhaps  ? — I  do  not  know  that  they  were  very  bad. 

8003.  Ghairman.~\  Did  you  see  them  at  the  time  they  came  down  ? — No  ; 
it  was  a  year  afterwards.  Many  of  them  were  light  cases  ;  there  were  com- 
paratively few  very  1  ad  cases  among  them. 

800±.  Dr.  F'ismcr.']  Would  they  be  more  satisfied  and  not  object  so 
much  to  segregation  if  they  were  isolated  in  the  Free  State  ? — They  would 
be  more  satisfied. 

Eev.  R.  G.  Nichols,  examined. 


8005.  Chairman.']  Have  you  held  any  appointment  at  any  time  on  Robben  Re^;- 
Island?  —  Yes;  I  was  assistant  chaplain  and  acting  chaplain,  principally 
assistant, 

8006.  At  what  date?— In  1888. 

8007.  Have  YOU  visited  the  island  recently  ? — No. 

8008.  Have  you  any  idea  what  alteralions  have  taken  place  there  lately  ? 
—No. 

8009.  Were  th'  re  many  lepers  on  the  island  when  you  were  chaplain  ? — 
I  think  about  130  male  lepers  and  about  98  female. 

8010.  Did  the  lepers  ever  complain  to  you  of  the  attendants  or  about 
their  food  or  clothing  ? — No  ;  I  do  not  think  so.  I  do  not  rem3mber  any 
special  complaints. 

.''  Oil.  Who  was  the  superintendent  of  lepers  then  ? — Mr.  Fitch  was  there 
the  latter  part  of  the  time.  Before  that,  Mrs.  Pouncey  had  charge  of  the 
female  lepers  ;  Mrs.  ilobertsou  first,  and  then  Mrs.  Pouncey. 

8012.  Was  Mr.  ever  drunk  — I  never  saw  him  drunk. 

8013.  •  Were  any  complaisits  made  to  you  about  him  ? — I  Jived  with  him 
in  the  same  house  for  six  mouths,  but  I  never  saw  him  the  worse  for  drink. 

8011.  Were  any  C;f  the  male  leper  attendants  during  the  time  you  were 
there  thi)  worse  for  drink  ? — When  I  was  thei'e  they  had  leper  wardsmen  ; 
they  had  not  any  male  attendants  at  a]l.  They  had  not  any  opportunity  of 
getting  drunk,  unless  they  got  drink  on  the  sly.  Each  room  hud  a  man,  and 
thoy  were  allowed  certain  privileges  such  as  tobacco  and  other  things.  Dr. 
Boss  has  told  mo  that  sometimes  Malay  women  would  smuggle  over  drink, 
but  the  authorities  were  very  strict  then. 
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T.  ^^^t  ',  ,  8015.  Did  you  ever  see  auy  officials  in  connection  with  the  leper  estab- 

if.    G.  Nichols.  pT  TjriTVT  T'-l-i 

—  hsnmeut  the  worse  tor  liquor  while  on  duty  r — JNo.     1  visited  the  wardsraen 

Mai-ch  16th,  1894.  regularly  and  held  Bible  classes. 

8016.  Did  you  know  the  dispenser  ;it  that  time  ? — Dr.  Wynne  generally 
used  to  dispense  at  th  it  time  ;  he  was  surgeou-in-chari^e  both  of  the  male  and 
female  lepers,  and  he  did  all  the  dispensing  I  believe  in  Dr.  Ross's  time.  A 
man  came  over  for  a  short  time  as  dispenser ;  and  then  they  had  a  young 
lunatic  attendant  who  used  to  dispense  ;  he  has  left  the  island  and  has  a  bottle 
store  in  Stuckeris  Street.    He  was  very  sober  and  did  not  drink  at  all. 

8017.  Did  you  ever  see  drunk? — No,  never. 

8018.  Did  it  ever  come  to  your  knowledge  that  he  slept  in  a  leper's  bed  ? 
-No. 

8019.  Did  you  hear  about  it? — I  have  a  dim  recollection  of  having  heard 
that  there  was  a  charge  to  that  ejffect.    I  do  not  know  who  told  me. 

8020.  Do  you  attach  any  importance  to  it  ? — I  was  very  much  surprised, 
in  fact  I  could  not  believe  it. 

8021.  Can  you  give  us  the  name  of  your  informant? — -1  really  could  not 
tell  you.    I  do  not  know  now  who  it  was. 

b022.  Did  you  believe  it? — I  could  not  believe  it  ;  I  th-tught  it  was  a 
most  unlikely  thing  for  him  to  do,  exceedingly  improbable. 

8023.  During  the  time  you  were  there  did  the  lepers  ever  complain 
about  the  food  or  clothing  or  did  they  seem  satisfied? — On  the  whole  they 
seemed  very  well  satisfied. 

8024.  What  did  they  complain  of  to  you  mostly  ? — I  hardly  remember 
that  they  complained  of  anything.  They  felt  the  cold  very  much  on  the 
island,  but  on  the  whole  1  found  them  very  happy  and  contented.  They 
were  very  fond  of  Dr.  Wynne  and  liked  him  very  much  indeed-;  they  praised 
him  as  being  particularly  kind.  As  a  rule  the  male  and  female  lepers  were 
very  religious  and  picns. 

8026.  Dr.  Dodds.'\  Were  you  on  the  island  when  Colonel  Knollys  wrote 
an  article  in  Blackwood's  Magazine  ? — Yes  ;  he  visited  the  island. 

8026.  What  you  say  refers  to  thit  period,  does  it  not  ? — Yes. 

8027.  Was  Mr.  Fitch  the  superintendent  of  lepers  ? — Yes. 

8028.  Did  he  do  his  work  enthusiastically  with  a  view  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  lepers  ? — Very  much  so  indeed ;  he  attended  to  his  duties 
most  punctually,  and  did  all  he  could  for  their  amusement ;  he  worked  very 
well  indeed. 

8029.  Was  that  when  the  lepers  were  in  their  old  quarters  ?— Yes. 

8030.  Wlien  it  was  very  hard  work  to  make  them  comfortable  ? — Yes  ; 
it  was  very  hard  work,  they  complained  of  the  draughts  and  the  cold  very 
much.  There  was  one  old  Hottentot  woman  who  was  very  troublesome;  she 
had  lost  both  her  hands,  and  she  used  to  put  up  the  female  lepers  to  complain 
and  incite  them  to  insubordination. 

8031.  Do  you  think  Eobben  Island  is  a  good  place  for  a  leper  asylum  ? 
— It  is  a  good  place  to  segregate  the  lepers,  but  it  is  not  a  good  place  for  the 
lepers  themselves  ;  I  think  it  is  too  cold. 

8032.  Is  it  a  good  place  for  the  staff  do  yuii  think,  looking  at  the  con- 
ditions of  life  ? — Hardly. 

8033.  In  your  time  were  feuds  common  among  the  members  of  the 
staff  ?— No,  not  often  1  think. 

8034.  Not  more  so  tlian  you  would  find  to  be  the  case  in  any  large 
institution  ? — I  do  not  think  so  ;  I  think  they  seemed  to  get  on  very  well 
together.  I  do  not  think  the  medical  men  pulled  very  well  together.  I  used 
to  hear  complaints  several  times. 

8035  Was  there  any  friction  betwes  n  the  clerks  and  the  other  members 
of  the  staff? — No.  Someiimes  there  wore  complaints  about  not  being  able 
to  get  things  at  the  store,  but  the  otfice  of  store-keeper  is  not  a  popular  one. 

8036.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  if  the  officials  could  visit  the 
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mainland  oftener  ? — I  am  afraid  when  some  of  the  attendants  come  to  the  ^  ^^Nichnh 
mainland  thoy  are  apt  too  much  to  make  a  holiday  of  it.  '   '  _  " 

8037.  Was  there  much  drinking  on  the  island  in  your  time  ?— Ts'o  ;  they  ^^'^'^^^^  '■s*^''  's^"- 
had  no  chance,  they  were  only  allowed  a  certain  amount. 

8038.  Dr.  riermanP\  How  were  people  allowed  to  get  drink  on  the 
island  — I  know  one  person  who  was.  allowed  to  get  three  bottles  of  wine  on 
Saturday  night,  which  was  supposed  to  last  him  the  whole  week,  which  I 
think  was  a  bad  thing.  I  believe  the  doctors  got  their  drink  from  Cape 
Town. 

8039.  Could  the  attendants,  boatmen,  and  guards  get  drink  over  from 
the  mainland  ? — No. 

8040.  What  Avas  there  to  prevent  them  ?. — -They  were  watched.  I  do 
not  think  there  was  much  chance  of  smuggling  ;  they  might  smuggle  a  battle 
of  brandy,  but  I  do  not  think  it  was  often  done. 

8041.  Can  drink  be  purchased  on  the  island  ? — It  can  now.  There  is  a 
store  there.  When  I  was  there  three  years  ago,  the  attendants  were  allowed 
to  go  to  the  store  from  seven  to  ten,  but  the  storekeeper  had  strict  orders  to 
limit  the  quantity  sold.    They  used  generally  to  drink  Cape  beer. 

8042.  Did  those  stringent  regulations  do  good  ? — I  think  so,  and  they 
were  necessary. 

8043.  GhairmanT^  Do  the  same  conditions  prevail  now? — No,  they  have 
been  altered.  I  have  known  of  two  men  being  dismissed  for  drunkenness. 
Where  they  managed  to  get  the  drink  it  is  difficult  to  say.  A  man  would 
perhaps  come  over  to  Cape  Town  and  drink  a  good  deal ;  then  he  might  smuggle 
a  little  and  on  Saturday  night  he  could  get  three  bottles  of  wine.  I 
think  it  would  have  been  better  to  allow  a  man  a  certain  quantity  per 
(lay  instead  of  getting  a  lot  on  Saturday  night.  Dr.  Eoss  was  very  par- 
ticular. He  gave  a  man  two  chances,  but  for  the  third  offence  he  was 
dismissed  at  once.  Now  1  believe  that  v^isitors  going  over  are  not  allowed 
to  buy  anything  at  the  store  without  an  order  from  the  doctor.  I  have 
been  told  so. 

8044.  Were  you  ever  at  Saldanah  Bay?—  Yes, 

8045.  Did  you  see  any  lepers  there  ? — Yes. 

8046.  What  year  was  that  ? — I  was  there  for  four  and  a  half  years,  from 
July  lith,  1861,  till  the  end  of  1865  ;  then  I  was  for  five  years  in  Malmesbury, 
and  went  back  for  18|^  years  to  St.  Helena  Bay. 

8047.  What  kind  of  persons  did  you  find  affected  ?  — All  coloured  people, 
mostly  fishermen. 

b048.  Were  there  no  white  families  ?  -  No.  There  was  an  old  woman 
who  they  said  introduced  leprosy  into  Saldanah  Bay  and  St.  Helena  Bay  ; 
she  came  from  Madagascar.  She  died  of  leprosy,  and  all  her  daughters  died 
of  it. 

8019.  Was  she  the  first  leper  to  your  knowledge  who  had  ever  been  at 
Saldanah  Bay  ? — Yes  ;  her  name  was  Pieterson  ,  she  died  in  J  865  ;  that  was 
the  first  case  of  leprosy  to  my  knowledge. 
^050,  Did  you  see  her  ? — Yes, 

8051.  What  form  of  leprosy  did  she  have  ? — The  anaesthetic  form. 

8052.  Had  she  no  tubercles  or  swellings  ? — Yes. 

8053.  ."ind  any  ulcers  ? — Yes,  and  she  had  lost  some  part  of  her  fingers. 

8054.  How  did  the  disease  spread  if  she  was  the  only  case  ? — She  had 
l^'eral  daughters,  and  they  all  married  runaway  sailors.  Englishmen  ;  all  the 

ighters  nearly  died,  and  they  were  very  bad  cases  of  leprosy,    I  think  the 
3rnal  parts  were  attacked  mostly. 

8055.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  internal  parts  ?—  The  lungs  ;  they  did 
It  show  it  much  outside.    In  one  case  there  was  a  very  large  ulcer  on  the 

Ibreast. 

8056.  You  say  that  the  daughters  married  sailors ;  what  became 
p  the  descendants,  are  they  still  living  ? — Yes,  several  of   them  are, 
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B  G^mchoh  8057.  Have  they  all  been  removed  to  Robben  Island  ? — No. 

—  8O08.  Dr.  Herman.~\  Are  the  descendants  lepers? — Some  of  them  are 

March  16th,  1S94.  very  healthy  indeed.  There  was  one  of  the  men  who  married  a  daughter  of 
the  old  woman,  who  had  every  appearance  of  developing  leprosy,  especially 
in  the  feet ;  his  feet  were  very  much  swollen  and  very  red,  and  his  eyes  looked 
peculiar.  After  his  first  wife  died  of  leprosy,  he  married  a  healthy  woman, 
and  then  the  disease  seemed  to  leave  him.  He  died  very  suddenly,  however. 
I  think  he  had  something  the  matter  with  his  heart ;  he  was  a  boatman,  and 
his  name  was  William  Brooks. 

8059.  Was  that  at  Saldanah  Bay  ?— No  ;  at  St,  Helena  Bay. 

8060.  Is  there  anybody  there  from  whom  we  could  get  information 
I  think  Dr.  Simons  would  be  able  to  give  you  information,  because  he  w^ 
sent  specially  to  investigate  cases  of  syphilis  there.    There  is  Dr.  Cashel 
Vredenberg. 

8061.  Do  vou  think  Dr.  Simons  came  across  the  family  you  speat  ofj 
—Yes. 

.  8062.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  cases  ? — Yes  ;  there  is  a  man  who 
now  on  Eobben  Island  ;  he  has  been  there  a  long  time ;  he  is  not  very  bad 
only  lame  in  the  feet. 

8063.  Did  he  marry  one  of  the  old  woman's  daughters  ? — No  ;  he  was 
married  to  a  girl  there  ;  not  one  of  the  Pietersons  ;  it  is  another  case.  The 
old  womiin  died  and  all  the  daughters,  and  the  third  generation  do  not  seem 
to  be  so  bad;  they  take  more  after  the  fathers  who  were  big,  strapping,, 
healthy  white  men. 

8064.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Is  there  any  old  resident  there  to  whom  we  ooultl' 
apply  for  further  information  ? — I  only  know  of  Dr.  Cashel  and  Dr.  Simons. 
The  Pieterson  family  was  a  large  one,  and  four  of  the  daughters  decidedly, 

^'"^  died  of  leprosy.    There  are  lepers  at  Sturapnose  Bay  rnd  Paternoster. 

8065.  How  did  they  get  leprosy  ? — It  was  introduced  by  the  old  woman 
from  Madagascar. 

8066.  What  were  the  conditions  of  life  of  the  Pieterson  family  ? — They- 
lived  at  Britannia  Bay,  just  outside  St.,  Helena  Bay,  in  pondocks  and  they 
ate  a  great  deal  of  salt  fish,  harders,  bokkems,  and  snoek  ;  the  sleeping 
accommodation  was  very  poor. 

8067.  Chairman.']  Did  they  salt  and  cure  the  fish  and  then  eat  it  ? — Yes,; 

8068.  Was  that  their  principal  article  of  diet  ? — Yes  ;  tliey  did  not  get 
much  meat,  and  no  vegetables. 

8069.  Do  you  know  if  any  of  the  men  who  married  the  daughters 
became  lepers  ? — Only  William  Brooks  showed  auy  symptoms.  I  buried 
him.  I  think  Mrs.  Brooks  lives  in  Orphan  lane.  Cape  Town,  and  has  three 
children  ;  she  married  twice, 

8070.  Are  any  of  the  children  of  the  first  marriage  alivo  still  ? — Yes, 
there  is  one  son,  but  I  do  not  think  there  are  any  daughters. 

8071.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Is  there  any  doubt  that  the  daughters  of  old  Mrs, 
Pieterson  died  of  leprosy  ? — Not  the  sli'^htest.  The  families  are  all  lookec 
upon  with  some  sort  of  suspicion.  One  of  the  daughters  married  an  English- 
man named  James  Ward,  and  the  children  seemed  to  be  very  healthy. 

8072.  Does  he  live  in  Cape  Town? — No  ;  at  Sturapnose  Bay  ;  he  is  a 
fisherfnan,  about  68  or  59  ;  he  does  not  go  out  fishing  now,  as  he  suffers  from 
rht'umatism.    Saldanah  Bay  is  the  worst  place  of  all  for  lepers. 

8073.  Can  you  give  us  the  names  of  auy  families  there  ? — It  is  so  long 
since  I  visit(  d  there.    I  had  a  Government  school  at  St.  Helena  Bay. 

8074.  Do  you  know  anybody  vho  would  be  able  to  give  us  any 
information  ? — Mr.  Jacobus  Schikerling  has  a  large  business  and  fishery 
there. 

807r.  When  you  were  in  the  Malmesbury  district  did  you  see  manj 
lepers  there  ? — No,  A^ery  seldom  ;  th(^]-e  was  one  man,  an  Englishman,  wb 
died  on  Eobben  Islandi — his  name  was  Richard  Cox ;  and  another  ma) 
jxamed  George  Muiler,  both  white  men. 
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8076.  Were  they  both  on  Eobben  Island? — Yes,  and  they  both  died  ; 
they  were  two  very  bad  cases. 

8077.  Had  they  any  families  ?— Eichard  Cox  was  married  :  his  wife  is 
living  at  Saron  Mission  Station,  in  the  Malmesbury  district ;  there  are  lepers 
there,  and  leprosy  has  developed  more  in  Malmesbury  and  Mamre  since  I  left 
the  district. 

8078.  Did  they  ever  tell  you  how  they  got  it  ? — Cox  was  a  well  sinker, 
and  he  neglected  himself  very  much  indeed,  and  caught  cold ;  he  was  given 
to  drinking. 

8079.  Dr.  Herman^  Did  he  say  he  got  it  through  a  cold  ? — He  said  so. 

8080.  Do  you  think  it  possible  for  leprosy  to  arise  through  a  cold  ? — Yes. 

8081.  Do  you  think  it  is  contagious  ? — Ko.  I  know  of  two  cases  where 
the  disease  was  developed  through  bathing.  One  w^  a  man  who  lived  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Berg  Eiver,  two  or  three  hours  from  Hopefield  ;  he  was  born  at 
Simon's  Town  and  was  a  labourer  and  fisherman.  He  had  been  carrying 
grain  bags,  and  was  in  a  profuse  perspiration  and  jumped  into  the  river  in  a 
heated  state,  and  got  a  severe  cold.  Before  that  he  seemed  to  be  quite  a 
healthy  man,  and  he  died  of  leprosy. 

8082.  Chalnnan.']  How  long  after  bathing  did  he  begin  to  be  ill  ? — A 
few  weeks  afterwards. 

8083.  Did  you  observe  him  at  that  time  ? — I  saw  him  constantly. 

8084.  Before  that  did  you  believe  him  to  be  a  healthy  and  strong  man  ? 
—Yes,  he  was  apparently  in  the  very  best  of  health. 

8085.  Had  be  been  living  with  other  people  who  were  lepers  ? — No. 

8086.  Who  did  he  live  with  ?— His  father-in-law. 

8087.  What  was  the  name  of  his  father-in-law  ? — Eobert  Johnson. 
808.8.  What  did  his  father-in-law  work  at  ? — He  was  a  fisherman  and 

had  his  own  boats. 

8089.  Was  there  a  large  family  in  the  same  house  ? — Yes. 

8090.  Were  the  members  of  the  family  healthy  ? — Yes,  his  wife  and 
children  were  all  healthy,  there  was  nothing  the  matter  with  them. 

809 J.  When  he  began  to  complain  was  he  nursed  and  looked  after  by 
his  family? — Yes. 

8092.  How  long  after  bathing  did  he  manifest  symptoms  of  leprosy  ? — 
"Perhaps  six  months. 

8093.  What  did  you  first  notice  ? — I  noticed  a  peculiarity  about  his  eyes, 
they  were  drawn  and  very  watery,  and  then  his  fingers  got  stiff ;  he  could 
not  work  or  do  anything.  Then  I  think  his  feet  got  bad  and  there  was  a 
general  break-up ;  it  was  just  as  bad  a  case  of  leprosy  as  ever  I  have  seen  on 
Eobben  island. 

8094.  Did  he  die  on  Eobben  Island  ?^Yes. 

8095.  How  long  after  the  commencement  of  the  disease  ? — About  two 
years  after. 

8096.  Dr.  Dodds.']  What  doctor  attended  him  ? — I  do  not  think  he  had 
any  doctor,  he  used  herbs,  he  was  always  taking  herbs  and  things  of  that  sort. 

wonder  they  did  not  remove  him  to  Eobben  Island,  but  he  lived  in  an  out 
of  the  way  place,  right  at  the  mouth  of  the  Berg  Eiver,  isolated  from  every- 
body. 

8097.  Did  any  members  of  his  family  subsequently  develope  leprosy  ?— - 
No. 

8098.  Are  they  still  there  ?— Yes. 

8099.  Are  you  sure  it  was  leprosy  and  not  some  nervous  affection  ? — I 
quite  certain  it  was  leprosy. 

8100.  Chairman.']  Did  he  lose  any  of  his  fingers  before  he  died  ? — No, 
t  he  lost  the  use  of  his  hands. 

8101.  Did  he  have  ulcers  on  any  part  of  his  body  ? — Yea  I  think  he  had, 
but  not  very  large  ones.  He  could  not  do  any  work  as  his  hands  were  com- 
pletely stiff ;  he  had  all  the  symptoms  of  leprosy. 

[Q^.  10— '94.] 
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-S  G^mchoh  8102.  Had  he  any  tubercles? — Yes,  I  think  he  had,  but  very  small 

—  ones.    There  was  also  the  case  of  a  young  man  named  *****  a  farmer  in 

March  loth,  1894.  ^j^^  Malmcsbury  district.  He  came  to  my  house  on  Saturday  night  and  I 
could  see  there  was  something  wrong  with  him.  He  developed  leprosy  by 
bathing  in  the  sea  at  Bok  Bay  when  he  was  very  hot  and  he  died  from  it  six 
months  afterwards. 

8103.  Dr.  Herman.^  Do  you  think  that  is  the  only  way  in  which  leprosy 
can  be  contracted  ? — Not  the  only  way.  I  could  never  get  a  satisfactory 
account  from  either  male  or  female  patients  as  to  how  they  got  the  disease  ; 
they  generally  said  they  caught  a  cold  or  got  a  chill. 

8104.  You  said  that  the  case  of  the  old  woman  named  Pieterson  was  the 
first  case  at  Saldanah  Bay,  did  not  the  people  bathe  before  that  ? — I  do  not 
know,  but  my  experience  of  fishermen  is  that  as  a  general  rule  they 
seldom  bathe. 

8105.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  separate  the  coloured 
from  the  white  lepers  on  the  island  ? — Yes  ;  and  there  ought  to  be  at  least 
three  asylums  in  the  Colony  besides  Kobben  Island ;  they  had  a  lazaretto  at 
Caledon  two  years  ago  when  I  was  there.  There  were  about  nine  lepers 
there. 

8106.  Where  was  it  situated  ? — Outside  the  village,  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
away. 

8107.  Under  whose  control  was  it  ? — Tinder  Government  control.  The 
patients  were  isolated  and  a  doctor  attended  them  regularly. 

8108.  Dr.  Dodds.l  Have  you  visited  it  ? — Yes.  I  have  been  there  and 
seen  the  lepers. 

8109.  Are  you  sure  that  it  was  leprosy  they  suffered  from  ? — Yes, 
there  was  no  doubt  about  it ;  but  I  think  they  have  all  been  removed  to 
Eobben  Island. 

8110.  How  long  had  it  been  in  existence  ?— I  think  two  or  three  years 
it  wa§  an  iron  building.    Dr.  Gerard  a  French  doctor,  who  had  been  a  great 
deal  in  South  Africa,  held  the  opinion  that  leprosy  was  nothing  more  than 
syphilis  in  a  tertiary  form. 


Caj>e  Town,  Monday ^  March  19^//,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murra-Y  (Chairman)^ 


Dr,  Fismer, 
Dr.  Hofiman, 


Dr.  Dodds, 
Dr.  Herman. 


Mr.  T.  E.  Fuller,  M.L.A.,  examined. 

J^-  8111.  Chairman.']  Have  you  visited  Eobben   Island    lately  ? — The 

T.  E.  Fuller,  M.L.A..^^^^  time  I  visitod  the  island  was  I  think  at  the  opening  of  the  leper 
March  19th,  1894.  buildiugs  somo  time  ago,  about  1892,  when  the  picture  of  the  Queen  was 
presented. 

8112.  Had  you  visited  it  many  times  before  ? — Yes. 

8113.  Do  you  take  an  interest  in  the  matter? — Yes. 

8114.  Did  you  notice  a  marked  improvement  in  the  administration  of 
the  island  ? — Yes  ;  a  very  great  improvement  as  compared  with  what  it  was 
formerly.  I  knew  the  island  thirty  years  ago,  when  there  were  only  miser- 
able hovels,  and  very  little  attempt  at  isolation. 

8115.  Have  you  formed  any  impression  as  to  the  conditions  of  life  on 
the  island  as  regards  climate  and  soil  ?— Not  in  regard  to  their  bearing  on 
the  lepers. 

8116.  Do  you  think  the  climate  acts  prejudicially  or  otherwise? — I 
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have  no  particular  opinion  on  the  subject ;  I  should  say  that  the  climate  wis  ^  ^  ^ 
rather  enervating,  not  so  much  as  some  places,  but  if  you  want  a  bracing  at- 
mosphere you  would  not  get  it  there. 

8117.  Were  there  many  lepers  there  when  you  first  visited  the  island  ? 
— I  should  think  there  were  30  or  40. 

8118.  Are  you  aware  of  the  conditions  of  segregation  as  now  carried 
out  ? — Yes  ;  I  know  the  patients  are  taken  over  to  the  island  and  placed  by 
themselves,  but  I  should  think  there  is  no  complete  isolation  at  all  from 
what  I  can  gather ;  perhaps  it  is  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

8119.  You  are  aware  that  visitors  from  the  mainland  have  free  access 
to  the  island  ? — Yes,  At  the  time  I  visited  the  island  the  lepers  and  every- 
body else  were  together  in  an  assembly  room  with  closed  windows  and  doors  ; 
I  believe  that  has  always  been  the  case  at  concerts  and  so  on.  I  have  seen 
the  lepers  play  musical  instruments  and  so  on,  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
objectionable. 

8120.  Have  you  ever  been  over  on  visiting  days  ? — I  have  not  been 
there  since  the  new  regime  has  been  inaugurated,  except  on  the  occasion  I 
have  mentioned,  but  I  know  how  the  visitors  mix  up  with  the  lepers. 

8121.  Do  you  know  the  Leprosy  Eepression  Act  as  it  exists  ? — Yes. 

8122.  Do  you  think  that  segregation  is  practically  carried  out  on 
Robben  Island  as  contemplated  by  the  Act  ? — I  should  not  think  so  under 
the  system  carried  out  at  present. 

8123.  Is  it  more  isolation  than  segregation  ? — Yes. 

8124.  Are  you  in  favour  of  segregation? — I  am  not  altogether.  My 
own  opinion,  as  a  layman,  is  that  where  there  is  a  running  sore  there  should 
be  segregation. 

8125.  Do  you  think  in  cases  of  the  worst  stages  of  the  disease  patients 
and  their  friends  would  be  agreeable  to  segregation  ? — I  do  not  think  they 
would  be  willing,  but  more  so  than  under  the  present  wholesale  system. 

8126.  As  regards  certification  of  lepers  under  the  Act  as  at  present 
carried  out,  do  you  think  there  ought  to  be  any  other  safeguard  ? — I  think 
that  every  case  of  leprosy  should  be  under  inspection  by  the  district  surgeon, 
and  he  should  be  paid  specially  for  the  work,  particularly  where  he  has  a  lot 
to  do.  When,  in  his  opinion,  the  type  of  leprosy  is  such  as  to  lead  to  possible 
contagion,  as  for  instance  where  there  were  running  sores,  there  should  be 
segregation,  either  locally  or  at  some  general  institution.  That  is  the  view  I 
have  formed,  but  I  keep  an  entirely  open  mind  about  it,  and  my  view  is 
formed  more  from  reading  than  from  any  personal  observation.  At  East 
London  there  was  a  little  colony  of  lepers  and  Dr.  Paley  kept  them  under 
pretty  close  observation. 

8127.  As  the  Act  stands  at  present,  lepers  are  transmitted  to  Robben 
Island  direct ;  would  you  be  in  favour  of  modifying  the  Act  and  having 
them  first  sent  to  a  receiving  house  on  the  mainland  ? — I  should  not  bring 
every  patient  to  a  receiving  house  to  judge  whether  he  was  a  leper ;  they 
might  have  to  come  from  very  long  distances,  but  it  might  be  a  wise  thing 
in  regard  to  local  cases. 

8128.  Would  it  not  be  a  safeguard  against  errors  in  diagnosis  ;  errors 
have  been  made,  and  it  is  in  evidence  that  persons  have  been  sent  to  Robben 
Island  who  have  afterwards  been  discharged  as  non-lepers  ? — My  own  view, 
which  I  have  expressed  in  Parliament,  is  that  there  should  be  an  expert 
appointed  by  the  Government  to  make  a  study  of  leprosy,  especially  iu  this 
country,  and  he  should  see  the  cases  before  they  are  sent  over  to  Robben 
Island.  I  do  not  think  any  enquiry  would  be  worUi  a  vi  ry  groat  deal 
without  you  keep  under  inspection  continuously  all  the  cases,  and  receive 
reports  from  every  part  of  the  country. 

8129.  Do  you  think  that  duty  might  be  more  effectually  discharged  by 
one  man  than  by  a  Board  ?— Whether  there  is  a  Board  or  not  I  think 
that  an  expert  should  be  obtained.    We  have  a  |olde^  ohauoe  uow  to  study 
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T  tr  T,r  T  J  the  disease  continuously,  and  make  full  notes  of  every  case,  and  aret  the 
—         mstory  oi  every  case,  and  dmerent  parts  oi  the  country  could  be  corresponded 

March  19th,  ^yj^jj^  Such  work  is  more  than  can  possibly  be  expected  of  the  surgeon- 
superintendent  on  the  island  or  his  assistant.  I  think  that  a  man  who  has 
given  the  disease  special  study  should  be  appointed  by  the  Government. 

8130.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  at  a  certain  time  in  the  history  of 
Eobben  Island,  when  there  were  comparatively  few  lepers,  there  were  two 
medical  men,  yet  now  when  there  are  some  1,200  or  1,300  inhabitants  on  the 
island  there  is  only  the  same  staff ;  do  you  think  the  staff  should  be 
increased  ?  — Yes,  an  expert  in  the  disease  should  be  appointed  ;  a  man  who 
has  made  it  a  special  study.  , 

8131.  Do  you  think  they  are  undermanned  on  the  island? — Yes.  1 
think  it  is  absurd  that  there  should  be  no  proper  treatment  of  the  lepers  from 
a  scientific  point  of  view. 

8132.  Do  you  think  the  island  a  suitable  place  for  a  leper  establishment 
looking  at  the  difficulty  of  access  and  other  circumstances  ? — No ;  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  place  I  should  choose  except  for  its  isolation  by  the  sea.  I  have 
always  strongly  opposed  Kobben  Island  being  used  for  a  lunatic  asylum,  and 
it  was  owing  to  my  exertions  that  the  Valkenberg  Institution  was  established. 
Of  course,  as  I  say,  there  is  the  advantage  of  isolation,  but  there  are  many 
disadvantages  on  the  other  hand.  There  is  no  proper  landing  place,  and  the 
means  of  communication  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

8133.  Is  it  not  also  prejudicial  to  the  staff,  looking  at  the  conditions 
under  which  they  live ;  are  there  not  constantly  grievances  of  some  kind  or 
other  ? — Yes ;  and  commissions  of  enquiry  go  over  and  find  out  nothing. 

8134.  You  are  aware  of  that  ? — Yes. 

8135.  It  is  an  understood  thing  that  tliere  has  been  great  friction  on 
the  island  at  times,  is  it  not? — Yes,  occasionally. 

8136.  Would  the  prolonged  residence  of  the  staff  on  the  island  rather 
tend  to  that  condition  of  things  ? — I  think  the  isolation  and  lack  of  social 
intercourse  has  a  certain  deteriorating  influence. 

8137.  Added  to  which  the  segregation  is  defective,  is  it  not,  owing  to  so 
many  visitors  going  over  ? — Just  so.  I  do  not  think  that  ordinary  inter- 
course should  be  forbidden,  seeing  how  difficult  it  is  to  establish  actual  cou- 
tagion,  but  it  should  certainly  be  under  restrictions.  I  would  not  say  isolate 
the  patients  in  the  same  way  that  you  would  persons  suffering  from  small- 
pox. 

8138.  With  regard  to  the  isolation  of  lepers  on  the  mainland,  we  have 
it  in  evidence  that  there  are  patients  who  have  means  and  a  certain  amount  of 
culture,  do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  have  that  class  isolated  at  their  : 
own  homes? — Certainly  where  it  is  practicable  and  where  the  doctor  is 
satisfied  that  there  can  be  proper  treatment  of  the  disease. 

8139.  You  think  that  such  patients  might  be  dealt  with  on  the  mainland  ? 
— Yes ;  they  might  be  dealt  with  in  the  several  districts  instead  of  being 
centralized. 

8140.  In  the  case  of  paupers,  how  would  you  deal  with  them? — That  is 
u  difficulty,  but  I  think  in  some  of  the  remote  districts  some  provision  might 
be  made  in  the  way  of  a  hospital,  which  would  be  less  expensive  than  the 
present  system.  Of  course  such  an  opinion  is  merely  tentative,  and  not 
final,  and  in  any  case  proper  organisation  would  be  necessary. 

8141.  With  regard  to  lepers  coming  from  the  neighbouring  States  into 
the  Colony,  do  you  think  that  advisable  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  but  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  that  they  should  be  refused.  I  do  not  see  why  each  State 
should  not  take  care  of  its  own  lepers. 

8142.  Dr.  HetmanJ]  Are  you  quite  clear  as  to  the  necessity  for  employing 
stringent  methods  to  deal  with  the  occurrence  of  leprosy  ? — I  certainly  think 
if.  should  be  a  matter  for  legislation  and  that  it  should  be  dealt  witlj  iij  au 
organised  way,  even  if  you  do  not  segregate. 
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8143.  Upou  ethical  grounds  do  you  not  consider  there  are  objections  to  ^  ^  ^.J^y-    ^  ^ 
a  Compulsory  Segregation  Act  ? — I  do.     There  should  be  no  compulsory  '  '    — ' 
scgregatiou  of  au  extreme  kind  unless  there  is  ^ery  great  physical  or  patho-  ^^^"'^  i^tu,  i«r)i. 
logical  necessit}^ 

SI  44.  You  mean  unless  there  is  grave  danger  of  the  disease  spreading  ? — 
Just  so,  danger  of  contagion ;  of  course  the  copulation  of  lepers  cannot  be 
avoided. 

8145.  Granted  that  the  disease  is  on  the  increase  or  even  stationary, 
would  you  have  any  objection  from  an  ethical  standpoint  to  adopt  com- 
pulsory measures  in  case  contagion  was  proved  ? — No  ;  I  think  it  would  be 
for  the  public  good,  but  I  think  it  should  be  modified  as  far  as  possible. 

81 4G.  John  Stuart  Mill  objects  to  sanitary  supervision,  does  he  not,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  au  interference  with  personal  rights  '? — I  do  not  hold  that. 
I  have  no  theory  of  Government  at  all  which  would  exclude  legislative  action 
in  such  cases. 

8147.  From  an  economical  standpoint  do  you  think  the  Government  is 
justified  in  undertaking  a  large  expenditure  in  dealing  with  a  subject  of  this 
sort  ?— A  considerable  expenditure  certainly.  I  have  seen  no  figures  except 
those  in  the  Parliamentary  returns  of  the  present  expenditure,  and  I  do  not 
suppose  you  have  all  the  lepers  there  are  about  segregated. 

8148.  From  a  political  standpoint  is  it  a  measure  that  ought  to  be 
strengthened  and  made  more  complete  ? — Yes  ;  in  the  way  I  have  indicated. 
I  should  be  very  sorry  to  feel  that  I  was  in  any  way  bound ;  it  is  a  difficult 
subject  and  one  that  you  must  keep  an  open  mind  about,  particularly  anyone 
who  has  to  do  with  legislation. 

8149.  Br.  Dodds.]  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  number  of 
local  hospitals  that  would  be  required  and  their  situation  ? — No  ;  I  have  not 
sufficient  statistics  before  me  as  to  the  districts  in  which  the  disease  is  pre- 
valent, but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  danger  is  so  remote  that  you  might  ar- 
range locally  for  patients ;  you  might  want  a  general  hospital  as  well. 

8150.  Dr.  Hcrinan.']  You  think  some  such  arrangement  on  the  main- 
laud  would  temper  the  hardship  ? — Yes  ;  patients  would  be  more  witbiu 
reach  of  their  friends. 

8151.  Dr.  Dodds.~\J)o  you  think  the  present  stringent  Act  leads  to  the 
concealment  of  cases  ? — I  daresay  it  does. 

8152.  Do  you  kaow  of  any  such  cases  ? — No.  I  cannot  say  that  I 
know  positively  of  any.  The  friends  of  lepers  have  come  and  complained 
bitterly  to  me  of  the  present  hardship. 

8153.  Dr.  Herman.']  Would  patients  from  a  distance  feel  the  hardship  ~ 
more  than  local  cases  ?- — 1  think  so,  especially  those  who  have  b:eu  accus- 
tomed to  live  on  farms.    In  some  cases  decent  farmers  are  lepers. 

8154.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Supposing  it  were  proved  that  leprosy  was  contagious 
in  ten  per  cent,  of  the  cases  do  you  think  the  Legislature  could  have  any  objec- 
tion to  continuing  segregation  iu  a  reasonable  form  ? — No  :  not  in  the  worst 
cases. 

8155.  Dr.  IIerman."\  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  of  leprosy  at  Mowbray  ? 
—No. 

Mr.  D.  C.  dc  Waal,  M.L.A.,  examined. 

8157.  (Jhairman.']  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  present  Segregation 

A<,'t  y — Yes,  more  or  less.  n.  a.  ruwaat, 

8158.  With  reference  to  the  certification  of  lepers  under  the  Act,  could  J/' 
you  suggest  auy  modification  with  a  view  to  safeguarding  the  liberty  of  the 
subject  V — I  think  that  the  present  system  is  far  too  stringent  in  many  cases. 
Very  often,  simply  because  certain  individuals  get  alarmed,  great  hardship 

lias  been  done  in  cases  that  I  know  of. 

•Sl-V,).  Do  you  think  that  two  medical  ukmi  ought  to  certify  to  a  case  of 
le]prosy  iustoad  of  only  one,  as  at  present  V—Yes. 
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B.  o.  dl'n^ani  8160.  Do  you  attach  much  importance  to  the  certificate  of  the  field 

M.L.A.  '  cornet  ? — No,  none  at  all.  A  field  cornet  would  not  be  able  to  tell  the  dif- 
Mai-cii  mh,  1S94.  ference  between  syphilis  and  leprosy,  in  my  opinion. 

8161,  In  the  event  of  a  patient  being  transmitted  to  Eobben  Island, 
would  you  be  in  favour  of  a  further  scrutiny  being  made  ? — Perhaps  it  might 
be  advisable  where  young  doctors  did  not  know  much  about  the  disease  that 
the  patient  should  be  examined  in  Cape  Town  again. 

8162.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a  receiving  ward  somewhere  in 
which  a  patient  could  be  subjected  to  further  examination  ? — Yes  ;  I  should 
certainly  be  in  favour  of  that  as  matters  now  stand,  but  I  do  not  approve  of 
Kobben  Island  at  all,    I  am  in  favour  of  segregation  on  the  mainland- 
Si  63.  Would  you  have  patients  re-examined  at  the  receiving  house  ? — 

Yes. 

8164.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  Examining  Board,  or  would  you 
leave  it  to  one  man  ? — I  think  there  should  be  a  Board  of  at  least  three 
doctors  to  examine,  and  where  they  all  agreed  that  it  was  a  bad  case  the 
patient  should  be  sent  to  the  island  at  once,  but  where  it  was  a  mild  case  I 
would  wait  a  little  and  watch  the  case. 

8165.  Are  you  in  favour  of  segregation  for  lepers  ? — In  bad  cases  I  am, 
but  not  on  Eobben  Island. 

8166.  How  would  you  propose  to  segregate  them  ? — I  would  get  a  place 
like  Tokai  or  Valkeuberg ;  it  might  be  necessary  to  have  it  enclosed,  but  my 
opinion  is  that  if  the  lepers  were  told  that  the  moment  they  broke  the  rules 
and  tried  to  escape  they  would  be  sent  to  the  island,  it  would  act  as  a  deter- 
rent. If  they  were  on  the  mainland  their  families  would  have  a  chance  of 
coming  to  visit  them.  As  it  is  now  there  are  many  complaints.  I  had  a 
letter  last  week  from  a  man. 

\^  8167.  I  gather  that  you  would  be  in  favour  of  retaining  Eobben  Island 

as  an  extreme  place  for  the  worst  cases  and  where  patients  had  abused  the 
privilege  given  them  of  remaining  on  the  mainland  ? — Yes. 

8168.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  letting  the  better  class  patients  be 
isolated  on  their  own  farms  ? — Yes,  under  certain  conditions  I  would,  as  at 
Hermanuspietersfontein,  where  they  would  have  a  chance  to  occupy  them- 
selves in  farming  pursuits.  On  the  island  it  is  fearfully  monotonous  for  the 
patients ;  they  have  absolutely  nothing  to  do. 

8169.  How  would  you  effectually  carry  out  isolation  on  a  farm  ;  would 
you  have  rules  and  regulations  ? — Yes. 

8170.  And  the  supervision  of  the  local  authorities  ? — Yes  ;  they  should 
visit  and  inspect  and  if  they  found  that  the  rules  had  been  transgressed,  the 
offender  should  be  sent  over  to  Eobben  Island  as  a  punishment. 

8171.  How  would  you  provide  for  the  isolation  from  the  rest  of  the 
family  on  a  farm  ? — Careful  watching  would  be  necessary, 

8172.  Would  you  insist  upon  that  as  an  important  thing  ? — Yes. 

8173.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  deal  with  persons  on  their 
own  farms  ? — I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  isolate  them  from  their  own 
wives  and  children  ;  that  is  why  I-^idvocate  an  asylum  on  the  mainland  where 
they  could  be  placed. 

8174.  Would  you  be  more  in  favour  of  establishing  a  leper  district  as 
it  were,  where  they  would  have  a  certain  amount  of  freedom  and  still  be 
under  supervision? — Yes;  the  families  would  not  object  to  that.  I  know  a 
family  at  Stelleubosch  ;  they  object  to  the  idea  of  a  relative  being  sogri - 
gated  on  the  island,  but  they  would  not  mind  if  he  Avas  isolated  ou  the 
mainland  where  they  could  see  him  frequently  if  they  liked. 

8175.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  isolation  being  carried  out  at  fixed 
centres  in  the  Colony  at  various  asylums  or  hospitals ;  do  you  think  it  would 
be  expensive  ? — It  would  be  expensive.  I  would  only  have  two,  one  for  the 
west  and  one  for  the  east ;  I  think  tliut  would  be  quite  enough,  I  havr 
kiiown  cases  where  the  friends  of  patients  have  come  from  the  interior,  but 
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as  sdon  as  they  came  to  the  sea  they  would  not  cross  over  and  they  went  back       ^  de'waai, 
perhaps  600  or  800  miles ;  many  of  them  dread  the  sea  and  would  not  go  m.l.a. 
over  to  the  island  for  any  money.  March  lotb,  i894, 

8176.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Do  you  think  it  would  be  advisable  for  each  district 
to  isolate  its  own  lepers  ? — That  would  be  very  expensive  ;  it  would  be  a 

i  moral  impossibility  to  watch  them  all,  and  they  might  come  in  contact  with 
other  people. 

8177.  You  would  keep  Robben  Island  as  a  last  resource  ?^ — I  think  so. 
I  think  if  the  better  class  patients  were  segregated  on  their  own  farms,  they 
would  be  afraid  to  come  in  contact  with  their  families. 

j  8178.  Do  you  think  healthy  persons  would  be  sufficiently  safeguarded 
if  you  allowed  isolation  on  farms  on  the  mainland  ? — I  think  so,  because 
they  very  much  dread  the  disease. 

.  8179.  Chamnan.']  Do  you  think  it  an  argument  in  favour  of  segrega- 
tion on  the  mainland  that  people  are  becoming  impressed  with  the  serious 
nature  of  the  disease  ?— Yes. 

8180.  Dr.  Herman.']  Would  you  be  surprised  to  learn  that  in  the  case 
of  some  of  the  highest  class  patients  here  suffering  from  leprosy  such 
has  not  been  the  case,  in  at  least  two  instances  ? — Yes. 

8181.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  for  districts  or  municipalities 
to  take  charge  of  their  own  lepers  ? — The  poorer  districts  could  not  perhaps 
do  it. 

8182.  Do  you  think  districts  like  the  Paarl,  Stellenbosch,  or  Malmes- 
bury  would  prefer  to  isolate  their  own  lepers  ? — 'No  ;  I  do  not  favour  that. 
I  am  in  favour  of  Government  supervision  ;  it  would  not  be  sufficient  safe- 
guard to  leave  it  to  local  bodies. 

8183.  You  think  the  disease  is  of  such  great  importance  that  it  ought 
to  be  dealt  with  as  a  national  question  ? — I  think  so,  provided  the  doctors 
were  agreed,  but  they  do  not  agree  on  the  subject.  If  it  is  agreed  that  the 
disease  is  not  contagious  I  do  not  see  the  use  of  going  to  any  expense,  leave 
it  alone ;  but  if  you  agree  that  it  is  contagious  I  would  say  have  one  good 
asylum  in  the  Western  Province  and  one  in  the  Eastern,  near  to  the  sea.  If 
the  matter  is  left  to  local  bodies,  in  which  family  influence  and  cliques  often 
predominate,  cases  might  often  not  be  reported  at  all.  Such  a  case  has 
happened  at  Stellenbosch. 

8184.  Has  that  case  been  investigated  by  the  Government  ?— Yes,  but 
strong  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Government  by  the  relations. 

8186.  Do  you  think  if  there  is  a  danger  of  local  bodies  not  being 
sufficiently  independent  to  carry  out  the  Act,  the  Government  is  sufficiently 
independent  to  do  so  ? — In  some  districts  the  authorities  are  very  active,  and 
on  the  slightest  report  they  are  all  up  in  arms  and  get  alarmed.  I  know  one 
district  where  they  wanted  to  remove  any  one  with  a  few  spots  on  his  face. 
Dr.  Impey  himself  has  said  that  there  are  some  patients  who  might  safely  be 
allowed  to  leave  the  island ;  perhaps  they  only  had  their  fingers  crooked. 
There  was  one  woman  on  the  island  who  had  five  children,  and  she  was 
better  than  the  day  she  got  married  ;  not  one  of  the  children  was  diseased, 
but  the  neighbours  got  frightened  and  so  she  was  packed  off. 

8186.  Chairman.]  Did  Dr.  Impey  lead  you  to  suppose  that  it  was  not  a 
ease  of  leprosy  ? — His  opinion  was  that  she  was  absolutely  cured. 

8187.  Who  had   effected  a  cure? — Nature,   I  suppose.    My  own 
11  opinion  is  that  if  the  Government  would  be  more  careful  in  removing 

•  persons  who  are  rotten  with  syphilis  it  would  be  a  thousand  times  better  for 
the  country.  In  cases  of  leprosy  where  there  are  no  sores,  I  cannot  think  it 
18  contagious.  T  had  two  old  coloured  men  working  for  me  on  the  farm, 
and  their  fingers  were  crooked,  but  they  worked  there  till  the  day  of  their 
death. 

8188.  Dr.  Herman.]  Were  they  lepers  ? — Just  as  much  so  as  a  good 
many  on  the  island ;  their  fingers  were  crooked,  but  the  whole  body  was 
sound  ;  they  were  Mozambiques. 
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D.  c'^'wmgi  8189.  Can  you  say  that  they  were  lepers? — No  ;  but  they  were  of  the 

M.I. A.  '    same  stamp  as  many  you  see  on  Eobben  Island.  ^ 
Majvt  i9tk  1S94.         8  1  90,  Chairman.^  As  a  legislator  would  you  be  prepared  to  modify  the 
Act  on  receiving  scientific  proof  of  certain  conditions  ? — Yes ;  if  the  doctors 
agree  that  it  is  not  contagious,  I  think  it  is  cruel  to  remove  patients  and 
segregate  them  on  Eobben  Island  away  from  their  families. 

8191.  I  understand  that  you  would  only  be  governed  by  a  scientific 
report  as  to  the  contagiousness  or  otherwise  of  the  disease  ? — At  present  I 
am  not  convinced  that  it  is  contagious. 

8192.  Dr.  Hofman.~]  With  regard  to  the  woman  you  referred  to  jus 
now,  did  Dr.  Impey  say  that  she  was  not  a  leper  ? — He  said  that  she  ha 
the  disease  in  a  light  form,  but  it  was  cured,  or  something  of  that  sort,  an 
not  contagious. 

8193.  Dr.  Hej'man.']  Would  it  surprise  you  to  hear  that  Dr.  Impey's 
opinion  with  regard  to  self -cured  and  arrested  cases  is  an  individual  opinion 
and  not  an  accepted  fact,  and  that  it  is  based  on  an  experience  of  watching, 
the  cases  only  four  years  ? — That  may  be  so ;  but  there  is  nothing  to  prove 
yet  that  the  disease  is  contagious. 

8194.  Dr.  Ho f man.']  Do  you  know  what  is  the  exact  cost  of  keeping 
each  leper  on  the  island  ? — I  cannot  say. 

8195.  Do  you  think  the  coSf  to  the  Government  would  be  materially 
increased  if  the  patients  were  treated  on  the  £  for  £  system,  and  each 
district  was  made  to  isolate  its  own  lepers  ? — My  opinion  is  that  it  would 
decrease  the  expenditure. 

8196.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  suifScient  safeguard  in  the  way  of  ■ 
proper  isolation  ? — The  experiment  might  be  tried. 

8197.  What  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  lepers  coming  from 
neighbouring  States ;  do  you  think  it  is  better  for  them  to  take  care  of  their 

"\  own  lepers  ? — Yes ;  I  certainly  think  so.    I  do  not  think  that  Eobben 

Island  is  the  place  for  them. 

8198.  Dr.  Herman.']  Are  you  aware  whether  the  Free  State  lepers  are 
very  dissatisfied  and  complaining  ? — I  do  not  know.  I  only  know  that  the 
day  I  was  on  the  island  the  one  cry  was  to  be  removed. 

8199.  Chairman.']  Have  you  visited  Eobben  Island  from  time  to 
time  ? — Yes. 

8200.  Have  you  gone  there  as  an  ordinary  visitor  or  officially  ? — As 
an  ordinary  visitor. 

8201.  How  recently  have  you  visited  the  island  ?— I  have  gone  over 
once  or  twice  a  year,  the  last  time  was  in  June  I  think. 

8202.  You  are  aware  that  a  number  of  visitors  go  over  to  the  island? — 

Yes. 

8203.  Did  they  seem  afraid  of  their  relatives  or  did  they  kiss  each 
other  and  share  their  food  ? — I  did  not  see  that. 

8204.  Did  you  see  them  talking  together  in  the  wards  ? — Yes,  and 
shaking  hands. 

8205.  Therefore  the  segregation  is  more  apparent  than  real,  is  it  not ; 
although  the  leper  patients  live  on  the  island  they  have  communication  with 
people  from  the  mainland  ? — Yes. 

8206.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  improper  characters  visit  the  island 
and  that  it  is  difficult  for  the  officials  to  discover  them ;  have  you  ever 
observed  anything  of  the  kind  ? — I  was  not  aware  of  that ;  I  always  thought 
that  a  very  strict  watch  was  kept. 

8207.  When  you  visited  the  island  did  you  consider  that  segregation 
was  effectively  carried  out  ? — I  thought  so. 

8208.  And  the  separation  between  the  males  and  the  females  ? —Yes. 

8209.  Why  are  you  not  in  favour  of  Eobben  Island  as  a  place  for 
segregating  lepers  ? — For  several  reasons.  I  know  a  little  lad  there  about 
twelve  years  0I4  from  Salt  Eiver ;  his  parents  cannot  stand  the  sea,  and 
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never  go  there,  and  he  cries  to  see  his  parents.  If  he  was  on  the  mainland  ^  c%'ir„n!, 
liis  frionds  could  have  access  to  him  every  day.  .v.l.a. 

Is  it  not  a  stiil  greater  hardship  for  the  friends  of  patients  living  ,7,;,^ 
a  long  distance  off  ?— Yes,  my  opinion  about  the  island  is  that  it  is  a 
miserable  desert  place. 

8211 ,  Have  people  ever  complained  to  you  ? — Yes,  most  bitterly;  they  are 
tired  of  the  everlasting  white  sand  and  the  monotony.  There  is  nothing  for 
the  patients  to  do,  and  even  the  rabbits  on  the  island  have  been  preserved 
for  Mr.  Olilssen.  There  is  also  a  terrible  stench  from  the  seaweed,  and  in 
winter  it  is  dreadfully  cold. 

S2l2.  Do  the  patients  complain  of  the  cold? — Yes,  bitterly,  and  also 
about  rheumatism,  a  thing  which  some  of  the  patients  never  had  befcre 
they  say. 

8213.  Do  you  think  anything  might  be  done  to  improve  the  island  ? — No. 

8214.  Could  not  trees  be  planted  ? — I  do  not  think  they  would  thrive 
there.  My  opinion  is  that  the  island  is  only  suitable  for  lepers  in  a  very  bad 
state  and  lunatics. 

8215.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  good  thing  for  the  officials  themselves  to 
live  year  after  year  under  the  same  conditions  of  isolation  ? — 1  do  not  think  so. 
I  would  afford  them  a  chance  every  now  and  then  of  getting  to  the  mainland. 

8216.  Is  there  not  sometimes  friction  between  the  different  nffioials, 
owing  greatly  to  the  conditions  of  life  on  the  island  ? — Yes,  it  is  rather  hard 
for  men  to  live  there  year  after  year. 

8217.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  incuiring  further  expenditure  on  the 
island  or  removing  the  institution  to  the  mainland  ? — Certainly  removing  it 
to  the  mainland. 

8218.  Would  you  be  against  any  further  expenditure  on  the  island  ? — 
Yes,  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated.  I  would  not  spend  sixpence  more  on  the 
island  if  I  had  ray  way,  but  I  would  select  i^ome  locality  near  Cape  Town  for 
the  leper  asylum.  If  that  were  done  ladies  would  often  visit  them,  and  take 
tlie!!)  fruit  and  otherthings,  and  the  patients  wouldnotleadthe  miserabU^?  life  that 
thev  do  now. 

821 9.  From  your  own  knowledge,  would  it  be  better  for  the  s1;aff  to 
come  in  contact  with  the  general  public  a  little  more  ? — Yes,  it  would  do 
them  no  harm. 

8220.  Would  you  still  retain  Eobben  Island  as  a  place  where  those  who 
broke  the  rules  of  segregation  on  the  mainland  should  be  sent? — Yes,  and 
for  very  bad  cases. 

8221.  In  process  of  jears  as  the  disease  died  out,  Eobben  Island  would 
be  closed  ? — Yes ;  it  is  a  place  for  lunatics. 

8222.  Dr.  Hoffman^^  You  spoke  of  a  child  on  the  island  who  wished  to 
see  its  parents,  but  the  latter  were  afraid  of  the  sea  ;  is  that  the  actual  reason 
they  have  not  seen  the  child,  or  is  it  that  they  wanted  to  get  the  child  out  of 
tiic  way  ? — I  was  told  that  the  parents  really  wanted  to  see  the  child,  but 
they  were  afraid  of  the  sea. 

8223.  Do  you  think  that  lepers  complain  more  than  other  people  as  a 
rule  ?--It  may  be  ;  their  case  is  a  hard  one,  and  I  believe  that  they  have 
real  grievances. 

8224.  With  regard  to  the  majority  of  them,  do  not  you  think  they  are 
better  housed  and  treated  than  they  would  be  in  their  own  homss  ? — I  think 
so,  many  of  them.  I  think  the  treatment  on  the  island  is  fairly  good,  and  I 
was  agreeably  surprised  when  I  went  there.  The  only  thing  is  I  thought  it 
rather  hard  to  put  into  the  same  room  those  patients  who  were  very  bad  and 
full  of  sores  and  those  who  had  not  much  the  matter  with  them. 

8225.  Chairman?^  Do  you  think  they  ought  to  be  better  classified  if 
possible  ? — Yes,  as  regards  the  stage  of  the  disease.  With  regard  to  the 
proposal  to  let  the  different  districts  segregate  their  lepers  on  the  £  for  £ 
principle,  it  might  be  ventilated  in  Parliament  and  in  the  press,  and  we  should 
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r^h-Woai  ^^'^^  ascertain  the  feeling  of  the  country.  If  it  is  favourable  it  might  be  tried. 
M.L.A.   '  822G.  Dr,  Hoffman.~\  Would  not  there  be  greater  risk  in  isolating  a 

•cii  19th  1894  P^^i^"^'  Oil  ^lis  own  farm  than  segregating  him  in  the  district  under  special 
supervision  ? — I  do  not  say  T  am  in  favour  of  isolating  patients  on  their  own 
farms.  If  there  was  an  asylum  on  the  mainland  I  do  not  think  farmers  and 
others  would  object  to  go  there.  What  1  say  is  that  as  matters  stand  now  it 
is  a  hardship  to  remove  persons  from  their  furms  and  put  them  on  a  desert 
island.  It  is  enough  to  kill  anyone,  even  if  he  has  nothing  the  matter  with 
him.  If  I  was  put  there  and  had  nothing  to  do  I  would  be  dead  within 
eighteen  months. 

8227.  I  understand  that  personally  you  would  not  be  in  favour  of 
spending  another  sixpence  on  Robben  Island  as  a  resort  for  lepers  ? — ^^No,  not 
under  the  present  system.  I  would  prefer  removing  the  lepers  to  the  main- 
land and  giving  them  some  comfortable  place  where  they  could  find  occa- 
pation. 

822S.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  hardship  for  them  to  have  nothing  to  do  ? — 
Yes,  certainly ;  they  only  sit  about  all  day  ;  they  may  not  oven  shoot  the 
rabbits. 

8229.  Do  you  think  the  rabbits  make  it  impossible  to  grow  anything? ' 
—Yes. 

8230.  Years  ago  Eobben  Island  was  used  us  a  large  dairy  farm,  was  it 
not,  and  an  ox  came  from  there  for  slaughter  purposes  weighing  1,400  or 
1,600  lbs.,  whereas  now  it  is  a  barren  waste;  is  that  on  account  of  the 
rabbits  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

8231.  Would  you  not  recommend  that  they  should  be  exterminated  or 
at  all  events  not  preserved,  so  as  to  make  the  island  a  more  agreeable  place 
by  tree  planting  and  so  on  ? — I  think  it  is  a  great  shame  to  enclose  a  large 
portion  of  the  island  just  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Ohlssen  and  his  friends. 

8232.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Do  you  think  that  many  cases  of  leprosy  are  con- 
cealed owing  to  the  present  stringency  of  the  Act  ?-  -I  think  so. 

8233.  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  ? — I  have  heard  of  cases. 

8234.  If  the  Act  was  modified  do  you  think  there  would  be  less  con- 
cealment ? — I  think  so,  certainly.  The  very  word  "  Eobben  Island  "  is  enough. 

8235.  Dr.  Herman.]  Supposing  it  was  necessary  to  remove  you  to 
Robben  Island  as  a  leper,  what  would  be  your  own  feeling? — I  would  dread 
it.  I  should  be  cut  off  from  all  friends  and  relations,  whereas  on  the  main- 
land I  should  be  able  to  see  them  frequently.  Then  you  are  among  the 
lunatics,  and  a  low  class  of  people  many  of  them,  with  nothing  to  do.  and 
the  everlasting  noise  of  the  sea.  I  think  it  is  enough  to  make  a  person  ten 
times  worse  than  he  really  is. 

8236.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  great  hardship  for  white  people  with  a 
certain  amount  of  culture  to  be  placed  on  the  island  ? — Yes. 

8237.  Would  you  recommend  having  private  leper  asylums  where 
patients  could  have,  for  the  payment  of  a  reasonable  sum,  all  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  of  a  good  home,  and  at  the  same  time  be  under  proper 
supervision  ? — Yes  ;  that  would  be  a  good  thing. 

8238.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  introducing  some  clause  into  the  Act 
to  permit  that  ? — Yes. 

8239.  And  would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Government  aiding  such  an 
institution  ? — Certainly. 

8240.  Why  do  you  think  Robben  Island  has  been  kept  on  as  a  leper 
establishment  ? — Because  the  matter  has  not  been  taken  up  as  it  ought  to  be; 
it  costs  money  to  make  a  change,  and  so  the  expenditure  on  the  island  has 
gradually  gone  on  increasing. 

8241.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  the  Government  gone  so  far  that  they  find  it 
difficult  to  stop? -Yes;  there  are  the  buildings  and  the  whole  staff  and 
establishment,  and  nobody  seems  inclined  to  move  in  the  matter,  but  my  own 
opinion  is  that  the  institution  ought  to  be  removed  to  the  mainland — as  itis^ 
there  is  no  scientific  segregation. 
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t)r.  Henry  Clarke  examined.  Rem^urhc. 

8242.  Chairman,']  Are  you  district  surgeon  at  Simon's  Town  ? — Yes.      March  i9th,  1 89 1. 

8243.  Have  you  seen  man 3^  cases  of  leprosy? — Not  many.  When  I 
oame  out  here  some  years  ago  I  saw  some  cases  at  Clanwilliam  where  I  was 
district  surgeon.    Most  of  the  cases  wfre  coloured  people  in  the  location. 

8244.  Were  they  Kafirs  or  mixed  race  ? — They  were  mixed  Hotteuto's, 
and  they  were  in  a  location  near  the  Oliphant's  Eiver  and  it  worked  rather 
well. 

8245.  Were  they  under  your  supervision  ?  — They  were  supposed  to  be. 
I  never  received  any  instructions  to  look  after  them,  fhey  were  in  pondocks 
built  by  themselves  at  the  side  of  the  river,  and  they  came  in  every  week 
and  received  their  rations  at  the  gaol. 

8246.  Did  they  live  among  themselves  ?—  Yes,  quite  by  themselves. 

8247.  How  was  the  system  originally  instituted  ? — I  cannot  say.  I 
found  it  there.    That  was  in  1877  or  1878. 

8248.  Were  there  many  lepers  there  ? — I  think  about  twenty. 
8?49.  Were  they  of  both  sexes  ? — Yes. 

8250.  Did  you  make  any  record-  at  the  time? — Yes,  I  was  very 
enthusiastic  about  it,  but  unfortunately  I  have  lost  the  records.  I  traced 
many  of  the  cases. 

8251.  Have  you  reason  to  suppose  that  there  are  some  lepers  living 
there  now  ?  —I  cannot  say  I  have. 

8252.  Did  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  how  they  came  to  isolate  them- 
selves there  ;  had  there  been  any  pressure  brought  to  bear  on  them  by  the 
Government? — -I  think  that  some  arrangement  was  made  by  the  magistrate. 

8253.  Did  they  remain  within  certain  limits  ? — Yes. 
8251.  Was  there  any  difficulty  in  managing  them? — No. 

8255.  Were  they  at  all  intelligent  people?— No.    There  were  other 
cases  of  leprosy  in  the  district. 

8256.  What  form  of  leprosy  ?— Tubercular  and  mixed  cases. 

8257.  Where  else  did  you  meet  with  cases  of  leprosy  ? — I  went  to 
Calvinia  afterwards  and  there  I  met  very  lew  cases. 

8258.  Were  you  district  surgeon  there  ? — Yes. 

8259.  How  many  cases  did  you  see  there  ? — I  do  not  think  I  saw  more 
than  two. 

8260.  Were  they  of  the  mixed  type  ? — I  cannot  remember. 

8-61.  Were  they  isolated  ? — They  lived  at  large  among  their  own  people. 

8262.  After  Calvinia  where  did  you  go?— To  George. 

8263.  Did  you  see  any  cases  there? — Ye  ry  few  cases.    I  think  I  only 
saw  two  all  the  time  I  was  there. 

8264.  Were  they  white  or  coloured  ? — One  was  a  white  girl.  There 
were  more  cases  probably  in  the  district,  but  there  was  no  such  thing  as 
notification  then,  so  the  district  surgeon  would  not  meet  all  the  cases  in  his 
district. 

8265.  Where  did  you  go  to  next  ? — To  Simon's  Town. 

8266.  Have  you  seen  many  cases  there? — Yes,  thirteen  cases;  ten 
coloured  and  three  white. 

8267.  What  form  of  the  disease  ? — Different  forms.    Unfortunately  I 
have  not  notes  of  them. 

8268.  Have  those  cases  all  been  sent  to  Eobben  Island? — iTes.  I  haye 
just  heard  of  another  case ;  the  magistrate  has  requested  me  to  see  it  and  I 
promised  to  ride  out  there  to-morrow ;  it  is  in. the  direction  of  Cape  Point  on 
a  farm  and  in  a  family  in  which  three  other  cases  were  sent  last  year  to  the 
island.  One  thing  has  struck  me  with  regard  to  the  cases  that  I  have  seen, 
namely,  that  they  all  run  in  families. 

8269.  Would  that  apply  to  all  the  cases  you  have  ever  seen  ? — I  would 
not  say  that. 
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8270.  Would  it  apply  to  all  the  cases  in  Simon's  Town  ? — Yes.  I  am 
nndcr  the  impression  that  I  have  traced  heredity. 

8271.  liave  you  studied  the  disease  from  a  clinical  aspect  ? — No. 

8272.  From  a  pathological  aspect  ? — No. 

827'3.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  whether  the  disease  is  actually 
spreading  in  the  Colony  ? — I  believe  it  is  at  Simon's  Town  and  Kalk  Bay. 

8274.  How  long  have  you  been  at  Simon's  Town  ? — Six  years. 

8275.  Why  do  you  think  it  is  spreading? — I  have  heard  of  cases  crop- 
j)ing  up  hei'e  and  there.  The  last  cases  were  three;  young  children,  who 
appeared  to  have  contracted  the  disease,  and  were  living  on  the  same  farm 
and  in  the  same  house  where  other  cases  had  occurre;''.. 

8276.  Where  were  those  three  children  ? — Over  the  Eed  Hill,  I  had 
some  notes,  but  I  left  them  behind. 

8277.  Do  you  think  the  disease  is  increasing  or  stationary  or  dying  out 
in  your  district? — It  is  difficult  to  say. 

8278.  Do  3^ou  recognize  the  presence  of  a  bacillus  in  leprosy  ? — Yes. 

8279.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  how  the  disease  is  spread  ? — 
I  believe  there  i?  an  hereditary  predisposition  to  contract  the  disease. 

8280.  Have  you  known  any  case  where  a  child  was  absolutely  leprous 
at  the  time  of  birth  ? — I  have  never  seen  such  a  case.  The  case  I  am  going 
to  see  to-morrow  (if  it  turns  out  to  he  leprosy)  would  be  the  fourth  or  fifth 
case  in  the  same  family. 

8281.  Could  you  make  a  tree  of  that  family  for  the  Commission  ? — Yes. 

8282.  Do  vou  think  there  is  hereditary  predisposition  in  that  family  ? 
— Yee. 

8283.  Could  you  state  how  the  disease  progressed  from  one  individual 
to  another  ? — I  could  not  say  now.  1  heard  of  a  case  at  Kalk  Bay  some  time 
ago  and  treated  it,  in  the  — ^  family. 

8284.  Can  you  make  out  a  family  tree  there  ? — No  ;  I  cannot  do  so 
at  present ;  later  on  I  might.  If  I  went  to  Kalk  Bay  I  might  be  able  to 
gather  some  information  that  might  be  of  value  to  the  Commission.  I  do 
not  believe  the  disease  originates  spontaneously  at  all ;  I  know  of  no  such 
instance. 

8285.  Have  you  any  example  of  how  the  disease  might  spread  by  con- 
tagion ? — There  were  two  cases  I  saw  over  Red  Hill  some  little  time  ago  ; 
they  were  two  children  who  had  contracted  the  disease,  and  they  were  after- 
wards sent  to  Eobben  Island.  I  am  going  there  to-morrow  and  I  can  find 
out  all  the  particulars  and  will  send  them. 

828G.  Do  you  not  recollect  any  features  of  the  cases  now  ? — One  was  a 
boy  and  the  other  a  girl.  The  boy  was, dirty  in  his  habits  and  had  an  ulcer 
at  the  side  of  his  nose  and  some  seres  on  his  feer.  It  struck  me  that  the 
disease  might  have  been  inoculated  in  that  instance. 

8287.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  family  history  ? — I  asked  the 
boy,  and  he  said  that  the  disease  commenced  at  the  right  side  of  the  nose 
and  in  the  foot. 

8:J88.  Was  that  a  case  of  tubercular  leprosy  ? — Yes. 

8289.  Did  the  boy  say  how  he  thought  he  had  contracted  the  disease  ? 
■ — No ;  but  other  cases  happened  on  the  same  farm  and  in  the  same  house 
previously 

8290.  Did  he  sav  whether  he  liad  come  in  contact  with  other 
individuals  Avho  suffered  from  leprosy  ? — No  ;  I  do  not  think  he  stated 
that;  his  frieufls  inFovmed  me  that  chere  had  been  other  cases  in  the  family. 

8291.  Did  they  cast  any  light  upon  how  the  boy  had  contracted  it  ? — 

No. 

82. i 2.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  led  you  to  think  that  these  were  casqs  of 
contagion  ? — Nothing  beyond  the  fact  that  other  cases  had  existed  in  the 
same  family  and  the  same  house. 

8293.'  Were  the  patients  in  close  contact  with  the  healthy  members  of 
the  family  ? — Yes  ;  the  boy  was  living  in  the  same  family. 
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8294.  Did  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  occurrence  of  the  original , .  ,^.,,;»/ff7«  /r 
case?— No.    I  cannot    say  how   it  originated.    I    may  find    out   more  ' 
to-morrow. 

8295.  Have  you  generally  attempted  to  find  out  how  the  cases 
originated  or  have  you  just  simply  recorded  the  facts  ? — T  have  never  kept  a 
record  book  of  cases  that  have  happened  at  Simon's  Town. 

8296.  Have  you  made  any  close  enquiry  as  to  the  origin  of  isolated 
cases  ? — I  have  never  been  able  to  trace  how  the  disease  commenced.  In 
most  cases,  with  a  child,  you  can  trace  it  back  to  exposure  to  infection. 

8297.  Can   you  trace   that  in   all  j^'our   cases? — I  am  under  that 
impression. 

8298.  Can  you  supply  us  with  any   data  bearing   upon  that  ? — I 
think  so. 

8299.  Have  you  met  with  isolated  cases  of  leprosy  on  a  farm  where 
there  never  had  been  a  fase  before  ? — I  cannot  remember  any  cases  now.  I 
could  generally  trace  other  cases  in  the  same  family. 

8300.  Have  you  found  a  single  case  anywhere  ?— Yes,  at  Kalk  Bay. 

8301.  Have  you  been  able  to  refer  that  back  to  contact  with  some 
other  leper  ? — I  Ihink  so  :  that  is  my  impression  at  present. 

8302.  Dj  you'    uk  the  endemic  area  has  anything  to  do  with  it '? — 

I  do. 

8303.  In  what  way  ?  —I  think  practically  speaking  leprosy  has  been 
endemic  at  Kalk  Bay  for  years.  Very  many  cases  have  happened  there, 
and  the  number  is  altogether  out  of  proportion  to  the  population. 

8304.  Have  you  fomed  any  opinion  as  to  the  occurrence  of  leprosy 
apart  from  contact  at  all? — The  only  way  I  can  explain  it  is  by  contagion. 

8305.  In  other  woi'ds,  you  do  not  believe  in  an  endemic  area? — I  do 
not  believe  the  bacillus  of  leprosy  originates  spontaneously. 

8306.  Chairman.']  Do  you  consider  the  disease  spreads  by  heredity  and 
by  contagion  ? — Yes  ;  I  believe  there  is  an  hereditary  predisposition, 

8307.  Do  you  limit  contagion  to  the  direct  contact  of  individuals  or 
wouhi  you  embrace  such  conditions  as  living  in  the  same  house,  sleeping  in 
the  same  bed,  or  eating  from  the  same  utensils  ? — The  bacillus,  I  consider, 
might  be  conveyed  in  any  of  those  ways  through  some  intermediate  favour- 
ing circumstance. 

8308.  Do  you  know  of  any  one  case  at  all  that  "would  strongly  point  to 
that  among  the  patients  you  have  observed  ?  —The  people  have  lived  together 
in  close  contact  with  other  cases. 

8309.  Have  you  got  the  statement  of  any  one  person  who  attributed 
the  disease  to  contact  in  that  WL.y  ? — No. 

8310.  Eecognising  the  disease  to  be  contagious  under  certain  conditions, 
would  you  be  prepared  to  state  what  forms  of  the  disease  or  what  stages  are 
most  favourable  to  contagion  ? — I  should  say  the  ulceration  stage. 

8311.  In  the  anassthetic  form  is  there  much  risk  of  contagion  ? — In  the 
ana3sthetic  form  you  find  ulcers  as  well.  * 

8312.  In  the  earlier  stages,    before    that,  is  there  much  risk  ?-  -I 
think  so. 

8313.  Dr.  Ilermau.]^  Can  you  give  us  the  ages  of  your  cases,  more  or 
less  ? — Many  of  the  cases  I  knew  nothing  at  all  about  till  I  received  a  request 
from  the  magistrate  to  examine  them  for  removal  to  Kobben  Island.  I  did 
not  know  that  they  existed  iu  the  place.    I  cannot  give  their  ages. 

S314.  Can  you  tell  us  anything  about  the  incubation  period  so  far  as 
you  observed  from  any  of  your  cases? — My  experience  has  not  been  very 
large. 

8315.  When  you  visit  a  farm  do  you  make  any  attempt  to  examine  the 
healthy  meuibers  of  the  faaiily  ? — Yes,  sometimes.  I  am  always  suspicious. 
lti:s  very  difficult  for  persons  whu  have  developed  leprosy  to  fix  the  period 
•'f  incubation. 
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8316.  Chairman.']  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  present  segregation 
Act  ?— Yes. 

8317.  Are  j-ou  in  favour  of  segregation? — I  cannot  help  thinking  it  is 
perfectly  right,  and  generally  I  approve  of  it. 

8318.  Are  you  conversant  with  the  working  of  the  Act  ? — Tes. 

8319.  With  reference  to  the  certification  of  lepers,  woukl  you  suggest 
any  modification  of  the  present  form  ?  -In  addition  to  the  medical  certificate, 
it  is  necessary  for  the  magistrate  to  produce  a  certificate  from  the  field  cornet 
of  the  division  where  the  patient  lives  that  he  is  suffering  from  leprosy. 
About  two  years  ago  the  magistrate  asked  me  to  examine  an  alleged  leper. 
I  saw  him  and  found  that  he  was  just  developing  tubercular  leprosy ; 
he  was  related  to  a  Malay  priest  at  Simon's  Town.  I  thought  he  ought  to 
be  sent  away,  but  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  matter  for  some  little  time. 
Some  four  months  ago  the  magistrate  asked  me  to  see  the  man  again  and  I 
did  so  and  found  that  he  was  very  much  worse  ;  there  were  tubercles  about 
the  face,  but  no  ulceration,  I  then  certified  unhesitatingly  that  his  condition 
was  dangerous.  The  magistrate  then  tried  to  get  a  certificate  from  the  field 
cornet,  who  was  assistant  at  a  baker's  shop  at  Simon's  Town,  where  most  of  the 
Malays  deal,  but  he  refused  to  certify  and  referred  the  magistrate  to  the  district 
surgeon.  There  was  a  lot  of  correspondence  with  the  Governnient  about  it, 
and  I  think  the  magistrate  then  tried  to  get  a  certificate  from  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  but  he  did  not  succeed,  but  eventually  he  obtained  a  certificate  from 
Mr.  Budge,  an  independent  man,  but  he  knows  nothing  of  leprosy  and  it 
seemed  very  absurd. 

8320.  What  position  did  Mr.  Budge  occupy  ;  was  he  a  field  cornet? — 
Either  a  field  cornet  or  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

8321.  Was  the  man  sent  to  Eobben  Island? — No.  So  much  time  was 
lost  that  he  escaped  and  has  not  been  heard  of  since.  I  mention  that  case  in 
order  to  show  the  difficulty  there  is  sometimes  in  getting  a  certificate. 

8322.  J  low  would  you  modify  the  Act;  would  you  do  away  with  the 
field  comet's  certificate  ? — Yes,  I  would.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  if 
you  have  a  medical  man's  certificate. 

8323.  Has  the  field  cornet  any  knowledge  of  the  disease  ? — No.  ■ 

8324.  Is  he  not  always  subject  to  local  infiuence  ? — Yes  ;  he  may  be 
himself  related  to  the  patient. 

8325.  How  would  you  suggest  to  modify  the  Act? — I  would  do  the 
same  as  in  cases  of  lunacy  ;  if  one  medical  certificate  is  not  considered 
enough,  there  might  be  two. 

8326.  Do  you  think  there  are  many  lepers  at  large  now  and  concealed? 
— Not  in  my  division, 

8327.  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  to  make  with  regard  to  the  work- 
ing of  the  Act ;  would  you  have  a  receiving  house  and  a  board  of  inspection 
for  cases  of  leprosy  ? — 1  think  cases  should  be  under  -the  supervision  of  the 
district  surgeon  pending  their  removal. 

8328.  In  the  case  of  patients  coming  from  different  parts  of  the  Colony, 
do  you  think  they  should  be  transmitted  to  Eobben  Island  direct  or  should 
they  be  subjected  to  further  inspection  in  Cape  Town  so  as  to  verify  the 
diagnosis  ? — I  do  not  see  why  there  should  not  be  a  receiving  house  for 
patients,  some  place  where  they  could  stay. 

8329.  Would  that  be  an  additional  safeguard  to  the  liberty  of  the  sub 
ject? — Yes  ;  the  patients  might  be  examined  by  experts  accustomed  to  thej 
disease. 

8330.  And  then  eventually  they  wou^d  be  sent  on  to  Eobben  Island  oii 
elsewhere,  wherever  the  asylum  was  ? — Yes. 

8331.  Do  you  think  that  under  any  conditions  lepers  may  be  allowed  to 
remain  at  large  ? — If  it  is  recognised  that  leprosy  is  contagious,  I  do  not 
think  they  ought  to  be. 

8332.  Would  you  say,  if  there 'was  proof  that  five  or  seven  per  cent 
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or  even  ten  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were  contagious  it  -wouli  be  sufficient  to  Dr 
establish  a  working  hypothesis  ? — Certainly.  _  ' 

8338,  Under  those  circumstances  would  you  be  inclined  to  modify  the  March  i9th,  i894. 
degree  of  isolation  according  to  the  stage  of  the  disease  ;  if,  for  instance,  a 
person  had  leprosy  in  the  early  stage,  would  you  give  hi"n  a  further  period 
of  'observation  and  isolation  among  his  friends  before  finally  segregating  him, 
Of  would  you  segregate  him  at  once  ? — That  is  a  difficult  question  to  answer  ; 
the  thing  is,  whether  a  person  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease  is* capable  of 
spreading  it  or  not, 

8334.  You  have  not  formed  any  opinion  as  to  that  ? — No.  It  is  difficult 
for  the  district  surgeon  when  called  upon  to  report  on  a  case  to  say  whether 
a  person  ought  to  be  segregated  or  not  at  the  commencement. 

8335.  Would  you  be  able  to  investigate  the  whole  history  of  the  Malay 
man  you  referred  to,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  probable  origin  of  the  disease  ? — 
Yes  ;  he  attributed  it  to  small-pox. 

8336.  Dr.  Herman.']  Why  is  it  difficult  to  report  upon  a  case  in  the 
early  stage  ? — It  is  not  difficult  to  report,  but  to  say  whether  a  person  is  in  a 
condition  to  require  segregation  or  not. 

8337.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  certain  lepers  should  uot  be  segregated  ? 
— It  is  a  question  as  to  whether  a  person  is  in  a  condition  to  spread  the 
disease  at  the  commencement  or  not. 

8338.  jOo  you  think  there  is  a  certain  stage  when  the  disease  is  not 
contagious  ? — I  have  not  made  up  my  mind  as  to  that ;  1  cannot  say  ;  it  is 
what  I  should  like  to  know. 

8339.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty,  in  inspecting  cases  (.n  account  of  the 
patients  refusing  to  see  you ;  what  authority  have  you  to  examine  any 
person  ? — Simply  the  magistrate's  letter.    I  have  never  been  refused  yet. 

8340.  Ilave  you  ever  examined  any  person  supposed  to  be  a  leper  who 
made  any  complaint  about  the  examination  ? — No. 

8341.  Have  you  examined  any  cases  where  the  supposition  was  found 
to  be  a  false  one  ? — ^o.    I  have  always  found  that  the  patient  had  leprosy. 

8342.  Chairman.']  Have  all  the  cases  been  now  removed  from  your 
district,  or  have  you  reason  to  believe  that  any  remain  hidden  V — No  ;  not  in 
my  district. 

83.43.  As  regards  the  hygienic  surroundings  of  the  patients  you  saw, 
take  th(!  Kalk  Bay  group,  what  was  the  condition  of  ]ife  as  regards  the 

dwellings  ?— With  the  exception  of  they  were  all  fishermen  as  far  as 

I  remember,  living  in  huts  and  crowded  together,  the  usual  run  of  fisher- 
men's huts,  with  mud  floors. 

8344.  As  regards  their  diet,  what  did  they  live  on  mainly  ? — I  do  not 
know  whether  they  lived  exclusively  on  fish. 

8345.  Did  they  eat  a  good  deal  of  salt  fish  ? — I  think  they  eat  fresh  fisli. 

8346.  As  regards  other  conditions  of  life,  had  they  plenty  of  other 
foody — Yes;  they  were  fairly  well  off,  but  they  lived  in  an  uncleanly  con- 
dition. 

8347.  What  race  Avere  they  ? — Mixed  race  ;  a  few  Malays. 

8348.  Dr.  Dodds.']  When  the  lepers  were  removed  were  the  huts 
disinfected  in  any  way  ? — I  never  received  any  instructions  as  to  that. 

8349.  Br.  Herman^  Were  the  Manilla  boys  much  affected  ? — I  think 
most  of  the  patients  were  ordinary  Cape  natives. 

8350.  Chairman.']  At  what  stage  of  the  disease  would  you  be  most 
inclined  to  segregate  persons  ?— -In  any  stage  if  there  was  ulceration  and 
i  Weach  of  surface.    I  am  personally  not  against  segregating  cases  from  the 

beginning. 

8351.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  disease  being  communicated 
through  sexual  intercourse  ? — No. 

8352.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Eobben  Island  ? — I  have  been  there. 

8353.  Have  you  visited  it  recently  ? — Yes. 
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„    ^l;,  ,  8354.  Have  you  formed  any  idea  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  island 

tor  caiTying  out  segregation  — It  is  a  terrible  i^iace  1  think,  so  bleak  and 
Maroii  19th,  1894.  'barren.    At  the  same  time  time  of  course  you  secure  better  segregation 
there  than  on  the  mainland.    It  costs  absolutely  nothing  to  ij;uard  the 
patients  on  the  island. 

8355.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  you  any  reason  for  thinking  that  ?  —The 
patients  are  isolated  and  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  the  mainland. 

8^66.' Chairman.]  Is  that  your  principal  reason  for  holding  that  view  ? 
—Yes. 

8357.  What  do  you  consider  prejudicial  on  the  island  ? — It  is  a  bleak 
and  barren  place  on  which  to  confine  persons  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

8358.  Have  you  formed  any  conclusion  as  to  whether  the  climate  is 
prejudicial  to  health  or  in  any  way  hastens  the  progress  of  the 'disease  ? — I 
do  1  ot  think  it  is  prejudicial.  It  is  a  sandy  soil  and  there  is  plenty  of  fresh 
air,  but  if  a  person  was  not  satisfied  with  the  place  and  pined  for  more 
cheerful  surroundings  it  might  hasten  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

8359.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  segregation  on  the  mainland  ? — Yes, 
if  you  could  keep  the  patients  from  intercourse  with  the  healthy  :  there 
would  be  more  cheerful  surroundings. 

8360.  Would  you  be  more  inclined  to  favour  an  establishment  on  the 
mainland  instead  of  incurring  more  expense  on  Hobben  Island? — I  should 
prefer  the  mainland  ;  there  are  plenty  of  cheerful  places  where  the  leper 
patients  might  be  segregated. 

8361.  Do  you  think  they  might  be  segregated  quite  as  well  on  the 
mainland  as  on  the  island? — \'es,  if  you  like  to  spend  the  money. 

8362.  You  are  aware  that  the  steamboat  service  alone  costs  a  large 
-^^                  sura  every  year,  and  then  there  is  a  large  outlay      the  way  of  guards  and  so 

on,  is  theie  not? — Yes.  As  I  have  said  already,  I  think  that  Eobben 
Island  is  a  terrible  place,  mainly  on  account  of  its  bleakness  and  barrenness 
-  and  the  sensation  of  exile  which  the  patients  must  have.  Mnny  of  the 
patients,  as  far  as  I  know,  have  probably  been  accustomed  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  it  must  be  very  hard  for  them  to  be  at  such  a  place  where 
there  is  no  scenery  and  nothing  whatever  to  interest  them. 

8363.  Do  you  think  the  island  could  be  improved  at  all  by  tree  plant- 
ing ? — I  am  afraid  not. 

8364.  Have  the  patients  ever  complained  to  you  ? — No. 

8365.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  isolating  the  better  class  patients  on'| 
their  own  farms,  those  who  have  a  certain  amount  of  culture  and  education  ? 

^  — I  do  not  think  that  would  answer.    I  do  not  think  thi-y  v/ould  remain 

isolated,  and  there  is  no  one  to  look  after  them. 

8366.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  hospitals  or  asylums  being  built  on  i 
the  mainland  ? — Yes ;  I  think  there  might  be  one  in  the  west  and  one  in  the 
east,  and  if  patients  cannot  afford  to  pay  anything  then  they  should  be 
obliged  to  go  to  the  island.    I  am  not  in  favour  of  leaving  patients  on  their : 
farms. 

8367.  Br.  Herman?^  Have  you  anything  further  to  tell  the  Commission ) 
on  the  subject  of  leprosy  ? — No. 
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Mr.  L  P.  Jones  further  examined. 


8368.  Chamnan.']  When  were  you  appointed  as  magistrate  on  Eobbcn 
Island  ?— In  November,  j  892. 

8369.  "What  were  the  terms  of  your  appointment  ? — I  was  appointed 
assistant  magistrate  of  Cape  Town  on  liobben  Island,  and  then  there  was 
another  letter  slating  that  I  had  also  been  appointed  assistant  lay  superin- 
tendent on  the  island. 

8370.  Were  your  powers  specified  ? — l^ot  in  writing. 

8371.  Was  that  matter  left  to  your  discretion  ? — More  or  less  I  think  so. 

8372.  What  authority  do  you  possess  on  the  island  at  present  under  the 
terms  of  your  appointment ;  what  is  the  scope  of  your  work  ? — In  December 
I  was  appointed  superintendent  of  convicts ;  I  have  control  and  charge  of 
the  convicts.  I  do  any  magisterial  work,  and  assist  Dr.  Impoy.  Mr.  Goweris 
chief  clerk  and  accountant,  but  I  have  a  general  supervision  over  the  office. 

8  73,  Have  you  power  to  initiate  any  special  method  of  conducting  the 
business  on  the  island  ? — Not  without  reference  to  the  chief  medical 
superintendent. 

8374.  As  magistrate  are  you  subordinate  to  Dr.  Impey? — Not  as 
magistrate^  but  as  assistant  lay  superintendent  I  am. 

8875.  Is  there  no  fear  of  such  a  position  clashing? — It  might  be  so. 

8376.  Is  there  any  special  Act  for  Eobben  Island  which  you  administer  ? 
— No  ;  my  jurisdiction  is  the  same  as  that  of  any  magistrate  in  the  Colony. 

8377.  How  are  complaints  brought  to  your  notice  in  your  magisterial 
capacity  ? — By  the  people  themselves.  If  any  of  the  lepers  misbehave  them- 
selves I  have  a  note  from  Dr.  Impey. 

8378.  How  do  you  investigate  complaints  ;  do  you  hold  open  court  ? — 
Yes.  If  offences  are  committed  by  any  of  the  villagers  or  workmen  I  hear 
the  cases  in  the  court  room,  but  in  the  case  of  offences  by  lepers  I  hold 
coint  in  one  of  the  wards.  I  give  the  superintendent  of  lepers  notice  that  L 
am  going  to  hold  court  and  he  gets  one  of  the  rooms  ready  for  me.  The 
lepers  are  duly  summoned  and  witnesses  are  subpoened. 

8379.  Have  you  investigated  many  complaints  made  by  the  lepers 
during  the  time  you  have  been  on  the  island  ? — A  good  many. 

8380.  What  is  the  nature  of  their  complaints  ? — The  chief  one  related 
to  the  meat  disturbance  the  other  day. 

8381.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? — On  the  8th  of  February. 

8382.  What  complaints  did  the  lepers  make  ? — They  complained  that 
the  meat  was  bad. 

8383.  Did  you  investigate  the  case  ?— Yes. 

8384.  Against  whom  did  they  bring  a  charge  ? — They  did  not  bring  a 
charge  against  anyone ;  they  merely  said  that  the  meat  was  bad  and  they 
would  not  eat  it.    I  took  the  statements. 

,    8385.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Did  they  complain  to  you  in  a  body  ? — No.  That 
a  case  in  which  I  would  get  a  note  from  Dr.  Impey  saying  that  the 
]%ers  had  complained  about  the  meat  issued  and  asking  me  to  investigate 
the  matter.    I  got  a  note  somewhat  in  those  terms. 

8386.  (Jhairman,']  Did  it  transpire  in  the  course  of  the  enquiry  that  the 
meat  was  inspected  by  anyone  before  it  reached  the  leper  patients  ? — Not  in 
the  first  instance  except  by  the  butcher. 
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L     Jones  8387.  Did  it  appear  that  it  was  the  custom  for  all  provisions  to  be  in- 

—  spected  by  any  responsible  officer  ?— No,  it  did  not;  that  was  not  within  the 

Sj arch  22nd,  1894.  gpQpg     j^^y  enquiry  on  that  occasion. 

8388.  Did  they  complain  about  that  ? — They  did  not  complain  to  me  at 
all ;  it  came  to  me  through  Dr.  Impey  by  letter. 

8389.  Dr.  Herman.^  Did  Dr.  Impey  instruct  you  to  hold  a  court  of 
enquiry  ?  —Yes,  he  put  it  in  that  way.  I  hold  an  enquiry,  and  the  papers 
have  been  sent  to  the  Colonial  Secretary, 

8390.  Had  you  authority  for  instituting  an  enquiry  in  the  case  of  a 
disturbance  like  that  ? — I  think  so. 

8391.  Then  why  did  you  not  initiate  the  enquiry  without  waiting  for 
medical  superintendent? — I  was  informed  of  what  had  taken  place,  but 

I  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  institute  any  proceedings. 

8392.  I  gather  that  you  have  no  authority  yourself  to  institute  an 
enquiry  in  the  case  of  a  disturbance  such  as  that  ? — "Unless  with  a  view  to, 
criminal  proceedings. 

8393.  In  this  instance  three  men  were  taken  to  prison,  were  they  not^ 
— Yes;  they  were  arrested  by  order  of  Dr.  Impey  as  medical  superintendent 
or  justice  of  the  peace  and  released  by  him. 

8394.  Ipso  focto  you  had  no  authority  to  initiate  an  enquiry  into  a  matter 
such  as  that,  notwithstanding  that  these  men  went  to  prison  ;  are  you  con- 
versant with  what  took  place  ? — Yes,  I  know  all  the  facts. 

83015.  Who  has  authority  to  commit  any  person  to  prison  on  the  island  ? 
—  I  take  it  that  primarily  I  have,  but  any  justice  of  the  peace  has  under 
certain  circumstances. 

8396.  Were  these  men  imprisoned  before  you  were  informed  of  the 
fact? — They  were  released  before  I  was  informed  of  the  fact;  one  of  them 
was  never  locked  up  at  all. 

8397.  How  many  justices  of  the  peace  are  there  on  the  island  ? — Two 
besides  myself.  Dr.  Impey  and  Mr.  Gower. 

8398.  Would  any  justice  of  the  peace  be  entitled  to  nut  these  men  in 
prison  ? — Yes,  under  certain  circumstances. 

8399.  Without  notifying  the  fact  to  you  ? — The  fact  should  be  notified 
to  me  certainly. 

'  8400.  In  this  case  the  men  were  released  before  the  fact  was  notified, 
were  they  not  ? — They  were. 

8401.  Is  that  regular  ? — ]N"o,  it  is  not  regular. 

8402.  Vnder  whose  control  is  the  prison? — Mine, 

8403.  Why  were  you  not  made  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  men  had  been 
])laced  in  prison  before  they  were  allowed  to  go  out  ? — The  thing  took  place 
very  Luiriedly  ;  they  were  not  in  prison  more  than  five  minutes,  and  I  was 
only  aware  of  the  fact  that  they  had  been  arrested  when  I  knew  they  had 
been  released,  and  I  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  proceed  further 

8404.  Did  you  not  proceed  further  against  these  men  ? — 1  did  not. 

8405.  Then  they  did  not  commit  any  offence,  did  they  ? — That  does  not 
follow.  Dealing  with  lepers  is  a  very  awkward  thing ;  there  is  no  provision 
in  the  Act  for  dealing  with  offences  against  the  regulations.  The  only 
offence  in  this  ease  would  be  resisting  the  police  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty. 

8406.  Is  it  not  highly  advisable  in  dealing  with  lepers  to  proceed  in  the 
most  regular  manner  to  investigate  complaints  as  well  as  offences? — It' 
always  has  beeo  done. 

8407.  Why  was  it  not  done  in  this  instance? — 1  was  satisfied  with 
what  Dr.  Impey  had  done  in  the  matter. 

8408.  Did  you  make  any  report? — Dr.  Impey  did. 

8409.  Did  not  you  report  ?—- No. 

8410.  Do  you  report  to  no  one? — I  send  an  ordinary  report  to  the  Law 
Department  of  any  cases  tried  by  me. 
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8411.  Does  not  this  case  rather  imply  that  there  is  not  sufficient  method      ^  p^jones 
for  dealing  with  occurrences  of  the  kind? — I  do  not  know  about  method,  but        '  .'- 
generally  speaking  there  is  not  sufficient  power  to  d^al  with  the  lepers ;  2-"^^' 
there  is  no  penal  clause  in  the  Act. 

8412.  In  this  case  you  had  power  to  act  had  3'ou  not  ? — Yes;  they 
might  have  been  proceeded  against  for  resisting  the  police. 

8413.  Have  you  anything  to  recommend  with  a  view  to  meet  such 
cases  ;  do  you  find  you  are  hampered  at  all  in  the  performance  of  your 
duties  ? — No. 

8414.  You  have  perfect  freedom  and  sufficient  scope? — Yes,  as  regards 
magisterial  work. 

8415.  Can  you  hold  an  enquiry  in  any  direction  so  long  as  it  deals  with 
your  purely  magisterial  duties  ?— Yes.  I  do  not  communicate  witli 
Dr.  Impt^v  at  all  in  such  matters.  If  a  man  brings  a  charge  against  anotb.er 
for  iissinlt,  I  simply  issue  a  summons  in  the  ordinary  way. 

841'i.  Suppose  a  leper  brought  a  charge  against  a  constable  for  assmilt- 
ing  him  and  threatening  him  with  fire  arms,  what  authority  would  you  have 
to  hold  an  enquiry  ? — As  magistrate,  if  a  charge  is  brought  against  anyone 
I  have  full  power  to  deal  with  it. 

8417.  H  I  ve  such  charges  been  made  ? — Xo.  With  reference  to  resist- 
ing the  police,  I  say  the  men  could  have  been  charged  with  that,  but  in 
order  to  bring  any  offender  under  that  clause,  the  police  must  have  been 
properly  performing  their  duty.  The  lepers  are  by  regulation  prohibited 
from  passing  a  certain  boundary,  and  the  police  are  stationed  there  to  pre- 
vent them  doing  so,  but  if  a  leper  passes  the  boundary  he  is  committing  no 
crime,  and  the  question  would  arise  whether  the  police  were  performing  their 
duty  and  the  lepers  were  committing  a  crime  in  resisting  them  in  that  wav.. 

8418.  Dr.  Ho f man.']  Strictly  speaking,  if  the  lepers  pass  the  boundary 
line  you  have  no  proper  authority  to  deal  with  them,  have  you  ? — No.  I 
have  no  power  at  all  to  deal  with  them. 

.  8419.  Chairtnan.~\  How  would  you  propose  to  remedy  that? — By  having 
a  penal  clause  in  the  Act  providing  a  fine  or  imprisonment  for  the  infringe- 
ment of  any  regulation  framed  by  the  Governor  under  the  Act.  It  would 
then  be  simple  enough. 

8420.  Do  you  think  that  such  a  regulation  would  tend  to  the  good 
working  of  the  island  ? — I  certainly  think  it  necessary  ;  it  would  strengthen 
our  hands  very  much. 

8421.  Dr.  Hofman.~\  Are  the  lepers  aware  of  the  fact  that  you  are  not 
abjie  to  punish  them  if  they  pass  over  the  boundary  line  ? — I  do  not  think 
they  are. 

8122.  Chairman.']  The  leper  guards  are  armed  are  they ^not? — Yes,  they 
all  carry  arras  when  on  duty. 

8423.  On  what  grounds  are  they  armed  ;  do  you  consider  it  necessary  ? 
— T  certainly  think  it  is  better,  though  I  do  not  anticipate  any  use  for  the 
arms.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  remembered  that  there  is  a  large  body  of 
men  on  the  island  who  are  dissatisfied  and  discontented,  and  the  constabh  s 
have  to  do  lonely  duty,  and  I  think  they  should  be  armed ;  it  is  not  fair 
to  the  men  to  leave  them  defenceless. 

8424.  Dr.  Hoffman?\  How  many  leper  guards  are  there  ? — Ten. 

8425.  And  how  many  lepers  are  there  ? — There  are  330  odd  men  and 
slightly  over  500  patients  of  both  sexes. 

8426.  Do  you  think  that  ten  revolvers  are  sufficient  to  overawe  500 
gatients;  is  the  moral  influence  so  great  ? — I  think  there  would  always  be 
a  certain  moral  influence.  The  duty  of  the  leper  guards  is  primarilv  at 
night;  we  have  only  one  man  on  duty  in  the  daytime. 

8427.  Under  what  circumstances  would  you  shoot  a  man,  or  suppose  a 
leper  was  shot,  what  circumstances  do  you  think  would  justify  it  ?^ — I  think 
if  a  guard  was  assaulted  seriousl^y. 
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L  P^%nes  8428.  Would  it  be  a  sufficient  assault  to  justify  it  if  it  was  not  danger- 

■  ^    "      ous  to  life  ? — No. 
March  22iirt,  18;h.  8429.  After  all,  the  necessity  for  arming  the  guards  is  very  small,  is  it 

not  ? — The  lepers  might  use  sticks  or  stones. 

8430.  What  is  wished  to  be  gained  by  arming  tbe  guards  ?— Primarily, 
the  protection  of  the  constables  themselves. 

8431.  Dr.  Do<Ms.~\  The  attendants  at  the  lunatic  asylum  do  not  go  about  ] 
armed,  do  they  r — There  would  be  no  combined  action  on  the  part  of  the  ' 
lunatics. 

8432.  It  does  not  need  combined  action  to  kill  a  man,  does  it  ?  Has  a 
revolver  ever  been  drawn? — Only  on  the  occasion  of  the  dislurbance  about 
the  meat. 

8433.  Was  it  right  to  draw  a  revolver  on  that  occasion  ? —  It  is  very 
difficult  to  sa}^  unless  you  were  present  yourself.    I  know  I  have  seen  the 
lepers  in  a  very  excited  state,  and  it  might  have  been  necessary  when  these  • 
men  were  arrested  to  produce  them.    Only  one  or  two  were  produced,  I 
believe. 

8434.  Do  not  you  think  batons  would  have  been  quite  sufficient,  there 
being  a  sufficient  population  within  easy  reach  ? — It  might  bo  so. 

84;i5.  I  suppose  whether  revolvers  are  used  or  not  depends  on  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  individual  in  possession  of  them,  does  it  not  ? — Yes,  unless 
there  is  somebody  responsible  present. 

8436,  Would  Dr.  Impey  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  give  orders  for  the 
revolvers  to  be  fired  ? — Yes,  he  might  do  so  if  it  was  necessary. 

8437'.  J}r.  Herman.']^  Do  not  you  think  it_  Avould  be  a  terrible  thing  to 
imperil  the  whole  working  of  the  Act  and  the  whole  condition  of  the  island  if 
a  leper  were  to  be  shot,  even  though  there  might  be  some  reason  for  shooting 
him  ? — It  would  be  a  very  serious  thing  indeed. 

8438.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  safe  thing  to  allow  revolvers  to  be  carried  in 
tiiis  sort  of  way  by  the  guards  on  the  island  ? — I  do  not  apprehend  that  any 
unnecessary  use  would  be  made  of  them. 

8439.  Would  you  allow  a  policeman,  who  is  not  always  a  man  endowed 
with  very  great  discretion,  tact,  or  evenness  of  temper-,  to  produce  his  revolver 
whenever  he  chose  ?■-  I  would  not. 

S440.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  case  of  riots,  when  the  military  are 
called  out,  tliey  are  not  allowed  to  fire  except  under  the  greatest  possible 
provocation,  and  then  only  after  the  Eiot  Act  has  been  read  and  so  on; 
what  reason  is  there  for  making  the  difference  that  seems  to  exist  on  the 
island  ? — You  must  remember  that  the  revolvers  have  only  been  produced  on 
one  occasion,  and  although  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  leprrs 
would  rise,  still  it  is  desirable,  I  think,  that  the  guards  should  be  armed  for' 
the  protection  of  themselves  and  others  if  necessary  ;  the  weapons  would  only 
be  used  if  it  was  absolutely  necessary. 

8441.  Is  it  not  rather  out  of  place  in  a  hospital  devoted  to  the  care  of 
sick  people  to  have  the  patients  surrounded  with  armed  guards  ready  to  de- 
monstrate their  revolvers  on  any  occasion  ? — I  suppose  Eobben  Island  asylum 
is  not  like  an  ordinary  hospital  for  curing  people,  but  a  ])lace  for  the  segre-  j 
gation  of  people  who  are  left  there  practically  to  die. 

8442.  We  learn  from  Dr.  Impey  that  there  are  about  100  patients  who 
are  cured,  is  not  that  so  ? — That  is  a  matter  I  cannot  enter  into. 

8443.  Mr.  Hoffman?\  In  addition  to  the  lepers  there  is  a  large  numl.er 
of  convicts  ;  is  it  necessary  to  have  revolvers  for  them  ? — Yes  ;  the  convict 
guards  are  always  armed  ;  the  duties  of  convict  guaicls  and  leper  guards  are 
interchangeable,  and  I  take  a  man  off  one  duty  and  put  him  on  the  other  at 
my  discretion. 

8444.  Dr.  Herman?^  Have  you  ever  found  the  least  tendency  among  the 
lepers  to  combine  in  any  way  to  commit  any  illegal  act  at  all  ? — No  ;  you  caur 
not  say  that  trying  to  pass  the  boundary  is  an  illegal  act, 
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8445.  Have  you  ever  found  them  committing  an  assault  upon  my  person      ^  ^  ^^^^^^ 
at  all,  either  a  guard  or  attendant? — No.    There  was  one  case  where  a  leper  - 
was  charged  with  assaulting  a  male  nurso,  but  I  think  it  was  done  more  in  ^^^^''^  22ik1,  i894. 
play ;  I  fined  him  ten  shillings. 

8146.  In  the  wards  are  they  exfreedingly  law  abiding  and  quiet,  or  is 
there  anything  requiring  them  to  be  overawed  in  any  way  ?—  No :  they 
.behave  very  well,  I  must  say. 

|t  8447.  Br.  Do'Ms.]  Would  it  not  be  sufficient  if  the  revolvers  were 
kept  available  in  the  guard  house,  which  is  quite  within  reach,  in  which  case 
there  would  have  to  be  some  deliberation  before  they  were  drawn  and 
fired  ? — I  certainly  think  that  the  men  on  duty  at  night  should  be  armed. 

8448.  Br.  Herman.']  For  what  reason  would  you  arm  them  at  night? — 
They  have  solitary  duty  to  do. 

8449.  You  say  the  lepers  are  very  law  abiding.  Even  suppose  a  leper 
commits  an  offence,  is  it  not  better  that  he  should  do  so  and  be  punished 
than  run  the  risk  of  his  being  shot  ? — He  would  not  be  slior. 

8150.  But  he  might  be;  he  would  run  a  certain  risk.  Would  you  not 
shoot  a  patient  if  he  tried  to  escape  in  a  boat  say  ? — Certainly  not. 

8451.  If  he  broke  into  a  house  in  the  village  would  you  shoot  him? — 
Not  unless  he  committed  violence  and  there  was  danger  to  life  ;  if  lie 
committed  a  murderous  assault  I  would  shoot  him  or  any  other  man,  and  if 
I  was  armed  I  would  be  justified  in  doing  so. 

8402.  Br.  Bodds.']  Does  it  not  irritate  the  leper  patients  to  be  treated 
just  the  same  as  convicts  in  the  matter  of  armed  guards  ? — I  fancy  it  does. 

8453.  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  there  is  any  danger  of  being  suddenly 
overpowered  by  combined  action  on  the  part  of  the  lepers  ? — It  is  difiicult  to 
say.  The  coloured  people  have  not  very  great  reasoning  power,  and  they 
might  became  excited  and  combine  to  do  mischief. 

8454.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Do  the  constables  walk  about  all  day  with  their 
revolvers  or  only  on  certain  occasions  ? — There  is  one  gujird  on  duty  at  the 
boundary  always ;  he  walks  up  and  down  and  has  a  revolver  slung  at  his 
side. 

8455.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  not  the  guards  always  carry  (lioir  rev(!l\'"(irs  ? — 
They  do  not  carry  them  unless  they  are  on  dut}''. 

8456.  Br.  IloffmanT]  As  a  rule  there  is  only  one  guard  on  duty  at  tlu^ 
boundary,  is  there  not  ? — Yes.  The  other  day  when  there  was  a  distur- 
bance, when  the  guard  on  duty  blew  his  whistle,  the  other  men  rushed  up, 
and  I  think  with  one  exception  they  did  nut  have  their  revolvers  ;  they  were 
playing  quoits  at  the  time  and  just  ran  out. 

8457.  They  do  not  make  a  practice  of  parading  their  revolvers  before 
the  leper  patients,  do  they  ? — Certainly  not;  they  do  not  show  that  they 
have  thcra.  Only  on  one  occasion  have  they  ev(U'  been  drawn  to  my 
knowledge,  but  where  you  have  a  crowd  of  excited  angry  men,  armed  with 
sticks  and  gesticulating  and  screaming,  serious  consequences  might  be 
apprehended,  and  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  show  of  force  under  such 
circumstances. 

8458.  You  mean  that  showing  their  revolvers  might  have  a  moral 
effect  ? — Yes.  When  the  Commission  came  over  to  the  island  recently  they 
saw  that  even  the  female  leper  patients  were  m  a  state  of  excitement.  Theie 
were  no  revolvers  drawn  on  that  occasion  although  the  constables  were  called 
out. 

8459.  Br.  Herman^]  I  gather  that  there  is  really  not  much  need  for 
evolvers,  is  there  ? — There  is  very  little  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  be 

wanted,  but  there  is  a  possibility. 

8460.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  keep  them  in  store  ? — I  do  not  think 
the  present  system  is  a  wrong  one. 

8461.  Chairman.]  Is  there  not  always  the  risk  of  a  constable  using  his 
revolver  ? — I  think  there  is  very  little  risk. 
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p^liones  84.62.  Dr.  Herman.']  Would  it  be  a  very  difficult  tMng  for  some  of  the 

lepers  to  arm  themselves  with  revolvers  ? — If  any  packages  come  for  them 
they  are  geuerally  searched, 

8463.  We  heard  that  some  meat  was  attempted  to  be  smuggled  away 
from  the  island,  so  could  not  tirearms  be  smuggled  from  the  mainland  ? — The 
meat  referred  to  was  sent  dovv^n  to  the  beacb,  but  it  was  not  allowed  to  be 
shipped.  We  had  reason  to  believe  that  one  of  the  men  was  sending  away 
sheep's  heads,  and  so  on.  I  do  not  see  how  firearms  could  be  smuggled  on 
to  the  island. 

8464.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  We  have  heard  about  a  threat  to  burn  down  Dr. 
Impey's  house  ;  do  you  think  there  is  any  fear  of  anything  of  that  kind  taking 
place  ?  — I  had  that  in  my  mind  when  I  said  that  there  was  a  possibility  of 
weapons  being  necessary.  Certain  threats  were  used  as  regards  Dr.  Impey's 
house,  but  they  have  not  been  traced  home  in  any  way.  The  lepers  seem  to 
have  an  idea  that  it  is  Dr.  Impey,  and  Dr.  Impey  only,  who  is  keeping  them 
on  tlie  island.    Perhaps  they  are  to  a  certain  extent  losing  that  idea  now. 

8465.  Chairman.]  With  reference  to  the  investigation  about  the  meat 
held  by  you,  how  soon  was  it  held  after  the  complaints  were  lodged  ? — I  can 
not  say  from  memory. 

8466.  Was  it  the  same  day  or  several  days  later? — It  was  not  the  same 
day  certainly;  the  question  did  not  arise  till  the  afternoon.  I  should  think 
probably  it  was  the  Saturday  afterwards. 

8467.  Are  the  officials  served  out  with  the  same  class  of  meat  as  the 
patients  ? — Yes. 

8468.  Were  there  any  complaints  lodged  at  that  time  by  the  officials  or 
other  inhabitants  ? — No  ;  nor  fi-om  the  convict  department. 

8469.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  bad  meat  went  to  the 
lepers  ? — Some  of  it  was  bad  undoubtedly ;  it  was  very  hot  weather,  and  in 
order  to  save  the  cooks  trouble  the  larger  bones  were  taken  out,  and  where  a 
knife  comes  in  contact  with  the  meat  it  is  more  liable  to  turn.  Then  again, 
the  meat  in  question  was  put  into  bags  for  conveyance  to  the  kitchen,  and 
being  confined  in  that  way  it  would  render  it  more  liable  to  spoil. 

8470.  Dr.  Hoffman."]  Was  there  an  actual  smell  about  the  meat  or  only 
a  greenish  hue  which  made  you  pronounce  it  bad  ? — The  leper  cooks  and  the 
superintendent  of  lepers  said  positively  that  the  meat  smelt  badly.  I  ex- 
amined it  in  the  afternoon  with  Dr.  Impey,  and  we  saw  it  on  the  scales.  It 
looked  very  green,  and  not  at  all  nice  certainly,  but  I  did  not  detect  any 
smell.  The  only  way  I  can  account  for  it  is  that  it  had  been  heavily  peppered  ; 
very  likely  that  would  take  away  any  smell. 

8471.  You  say  it  was  a  hot  day  ? — Yes. 

8472.  Chairman.']  Do  on  think  that  bad  meat  was  sent  from  the  store 
in  the  first  instance  ? —No.  I  can  only  account  for  it  in  .  the  way  I  have 
already  mentioned. 

8473.  Have  you  had  any  occasion  to  investigate  any  charges  of 
drunkenness  among  the  lepers  on  the  island  ? — Yes,  there  was  one  case. 

8474.  Was  it  after  a  visiting  day? — Yes:  it  occurred  after  a  visiting  j 
day.  J 

8475.  Are^the  records  in  your  office  ?— I  think  so.  jfj 

8476.  Have   you  had   any  occasion    to  investigate  any  charges  of  i 
drunkenness  on  the  part  of  the  leper  attendants? — No.    I  think  not. 

8477.  Are  there  no  records  in  your  office  of  any  charge  being  brought 
against  any  of  t'  e  leper  attendants  JPor  drunkenness  ? — No. 

8478.  Have  any  of  the  leper  attendants  ever  come  before  you  in  your 
magisterial  capacity  for  being  drunk  ? — No. 

8479.  Has  it  ever  come  to  your  knowledge,  apart  from  your  magisterial 
capacity,  but  as  lay  superintendpnt,  that  there  has  been  drunkenness  on  the 
part  of  the  leper  attendants  ? — I  have  heard  that  one  or  two  have  been  the 
worse  for  liquor. 
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8480.  Have  you  never  observed  it  yourself  ? — Ko. 

8481.  And  it  lias  not  been  brought  to  your  notice  officially  ? — No.  I 
have  only  heard  it  indirectly. 

8482.  "With  regard  to  complaints  coming  to  you  from  the  lepers,  do 
they  complain  to  you  direct  or  do  the  complaints  come  through  some  of  the 
officials  connected  with  the  wards? — Sometimes  one  way  and  sometimes 
Mother.  I  go  to  the  wards  once  or  twice  a  week,  and  sometimes  when  I  am 
there  a  patient  meets  me  and  says  he  has  a  complaint ;  sometimes  also  the 
superintendent  has  Avritteu  me  a  note  saying  that  some  one  has  a  com- 
plaint to  make,  but  there  have  been  very  few  cases. 

8483.  Do  you  visit  the  leper  wards  about  twice  a  week  ? — Once  or 
twice  a  week;  latttrly  once  a  week  as  I  have  been  busy  with  other  work 
for  the  last  month  or  so  :  certainly  not  less  than  once  a  week. 

8484.  Since  the  date  of  your  appointment  have  you  never  had  occasion 
to  investigate  any  charges  of  drunkenness  against  any  of  the  leper 
attendants  ? — No  :  I  have  had  very  few  cases  of  drunkenness  at  all  on  the 
island. 

8485.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Considering  the  number  of  men  on  the  island  do 
you  tliink  there  is  very  little  drunkenness  ? — Very  little  indeed. 

8486.  It  has  always  been  a  great  difficulty  in  the  administration  of  the 
island  has  it  not :  do  you  think  it  has  been  surmounted  ? — I  think  so.  The 
rule  is  that  the  restaurant  is  only  open  from  twelve  to  one  in  the  day  time 
and  the  workmen  and  attendants  are  allowed  one  bottle  of  beer  a  day  each  ; 
it  is  then  open  again  in  the  evening  from  seven  to  nine.  The  keeper  of  the 
restaurant  is  also  furnished  with  a  list  of  married  people  and  others  who  can 
obtain  liquor  by  requisition. 

8487.  Does  the  present  plan  work  very  well? — Yes. 

8488.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  village  were 
separated  from  the  hospital  part  of  the  island  ? — I  do  not  see  how  it  could 
very  well  be  done ;  the  two  asylums  are  in  the  village. 

pi  8489.  Have  you  no  difficulty  in  the  dual  capacity  of  resident  magis- 
trate and  assistant  lay  superintendent? — iS'o  difficulty  has  arisen  so  far. 

8490.  I  take  it  that  you  enquired  into  the  meat  disturbance  as  assistant 
lay  superintendent  and  not  as  rnagistrate  ? — Yes. 

8491.  Dr.  Herman.~\  I  take  it  that  the  complaint  was  made  to  the 
medical  superintendent,  who  naturally  felt  implicated  in  a  measure,  and  he 
asked  you,  as  assistant  lay  superintendent,  to  conduct  an  enquiry  ? — Yes  ;  he 
asks  rac  to  make  enquiries. 

8192.  You  made  the  enquiry  more  as  a  question  of  management  than 
magisterially,  did  you  not  ? — Yes  ;  I  did  not  make  it  magisl;erially. 

8^19  :5.  Some  of  the  leper  patients  have  written  a  letter  thinking  it  was  a 
magisterial  enquiry,  and  complaining  that  as  you  were  concerned  in  the 
management  it  was  not  impartial ;  are  you  aware  of  that  ? — No  ;  I  must  say 
that  that  view  of  the  matter  never  struck  ixe,  but  it  might  strike  others. 

8494.  What  kind  of  enquiry  did  you  hold  ;  did  you  call  witnesses  ? — I 
took  statements  from  those  concerned. 

8495.  Prom  any  of  the  lepers  ? — One  or  two  of  them. 

8496.  Did  you  report  ? — I  sent  the  papers  to  the  medical  superintendent, 
and  he  forwarded  them  to  the  Colonial  Office. 

8497.  Can  you  make  any  suggestion  with  a  view  to  securing  more  inde- 
pendence of  action  and  giving  more  satisfaction  to  the  leper  patients;  say, 
for  instance,  the  appointment  of  a  constant  official  visitor  not  concerned  in  the 
management,  to  whom  complaints  might  be  made?—  The  only  way  would  be 
for  the  magistrate  to  act  simply  in  that  capacity  and  as  superintendent  of 
convicts,  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  administration  on  the  island  in  any 
way  ;  then  he  would  be  perfccth  free  and  abo\e  any  suspicion  of  partiality. 

849s.  From  your  experience  is  that  necessary? — The  present  system  has 
answered  fairly  well^  but  I  think  it  might  be  better. 


Mr. 
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L  p^joHCK  8499.  You  vsay  the  lepers  very  seldom  make  any  complaints  ;  have  you 

_  any  ground  for  supposing  that  they  are  afraid  to  make  complaints? — I  do 

March  22nd,  1894.    ^^t  think  SO. 

8600.  It  has  been  stated  that  if  the  lepers  make  complaints  they  are 
afraid  of  being  curtailed  in  their  privileges  ;  is  there  any  ground  for  that  ? — 
No,  not  the  slightest. 

8501.  If  they  are  suspicious  of  soraeonc  in  authority  over  them,  is  it  not 
unlikely  that  they  would  make  complaints  ? — That  might  be  so. 

8502.  Would  not  that  be  an  additional  argument  in  favour  of  separating 
entirely  the  magisterial  duties  from  the  ordinary  duties  of  the  lay  saperia- 
tendent  ? — Yes. 

8503.  At  present  there  is  no  proper  system  by  which  complaints  are 
recorded  or  enquired  into,  is  there  ? — They  can  complain  to  the  superintendent 
of  lepers,  to  either  of  the  doctors,  or  myself. 

8504.  I  understand  that  you  make  a  visit  to  the  wards  once  a  week? — 
Yes  ;  once  or  twice  a  week. 

8505.  Is  it  a  regular  official  visit  ? — No 

850G.  is  it  part  of  your  duties  to  visit  the  leper  wards  once  a  week  ? — - 
No ;  I  do  it  of  my  own  accord. 

8507.  J)o  vou  think  such  visits  should  form  a  part  of  your  oSlif-ial  duties  ? 
—No. 

8508.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  well  to  have  a  complaint  book  k(^pt 
for  the  complaints  of  individual  lepers  ? — As  a  mai:t(^r  of  fact  I  do  generally 
have  a  note-book,  in  which  I  put  down  anything  that  strikes  mo. 

8509.  But  would  it  not  be  well  if  an  official  complaint  book  was  kept 
so  that  the  authorities  might  inspect  any  grievance  from  time  to  time  ? — Yes, 
I  think  so. 

8510.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  lepers  frequently  write  direct  to  the 
Colonial  Office  and  make  complaints  ?—  I  do  not  think  so.  I  know  that 
anonymous  letters  have  been  written. 

8511.  By  the  lepers  '- — 1  do  not  know. 

5^512.  Are  they  allowed  to  post  letters  without  any  supervision? — The 
letters  go  through  Mr.  Fitch,  but  he  does  not  read  them  ;  there  is  ample  op- 
portunity for  sending  letters. 

8513.  Do  the  authorities  ever  detain  letters  ? — No.    I  never  heard  of  it. 

S511.  Is  there  no  ciintrol  over  tJie  correspondence? — No.  The  letters 
are  given  to  Mr.  Fitch,  the  superintendent  of  lepers,  and  posted  in  the  ordin- 
ary way. 

8515.  Has  he  any  authority  to  detain  letters? — No.  Letters  could  be 
sent  by  friends  every  boat  day,  and  there  are  official  visitors  coming  over  to 
the  island  from  time  to  time  to  whom  complaints  can  be  made. 

851G.  Clirdrman.~\  What  conditions  govern  the  granting  of  leave  to  the 
staff  and  attendants  ? — Anyone  can  have  leave  once  a  month  from  one  boat  day 
to  another,  and  I  think  they  are  entitled  after  one  year's  service,  to  twelve 
days  leave  in  the  year. 

8517.  liow  long  would  an  attendaut  be  away  if  he  availed  himself  of  his 
leave  once  a  month? — From  four  o'clock  on  one  boat  day  until  eleven  o'clock 
on  the  next  day  but  one — he  gets  a  clear  day  on  the  mainland. 

85 IS.  Do  many  of  the  attendants  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  ? — 
Yes,  a.  great  many,  but  it  is  an  expensive  tiling  to  come  over  to  the  mainland. 

85  9.  Do  you  think  they  are  deterred  by  the  expense  ?—Y^es,  certainly 
J  think  so. 

8520.  Is  ther(?  a  book  kept  showing  the  u  imes  of  those  who  go  on  leave  ? 
—Yes 

8521.  Would  you  cnnsi.ler  it  advisable  that  the  officials  and  staff  should 
liave  more  ()pr)orlunities  of  visiting  the  mainland  ?—l  think  that  once  a  month 
is  sufficient  for  them  if  thoy  could  avail  themselves  of  it ;  many  cannot  do  so. 

8622.  What  opportunities  for  leave  have  the  higher  officials  got  ? — Those 


in  the  service  are  entitled  to  six  weeks  leave  in  the  year  if  they  choose  to  take      ^  p^jMf, 
it ;  and  once  a  month  they  can  visit  the  mainland  from  one  boat  day  to  another.  — 

8523.  Do  you  thipk  the  prolonged  residence  on  the  island  from  year  to  March  32Bd,  i894. 
year  without  much  leave  is  desirable  for  the  staff  generally  ? — I  should  be 

sorry  to  stay  on  the  island  myself  very  long.  I  think  it  would  be  an  im- 
provement if  there  were  greater  facilities  for  leave,  it  might  tend  to  lessen  the 
friction  which  arises.  There  is  a  rule  that  no  person  with  less  than  twelve 
months'  service  can  have  leave  with  full  pay,  but  I  think  that  in  the  case  of 
Robben  Island  that  might  be  relaxed,  so  that  a  person  could  get  a  short  leave 
with  full  pay,  even  although  he  has  not  served  a  whole  yeai*. 

8524.  Do  you  consider  that  any  more  money  ought  to  be  spent  on 
Robben  Island  in  increasing  the  buildings  and  so  on  ? — I  would  certainly 
not  increase  the  number  of  people  on  the  island,  but  the  buildings  will  have 
to  be  increased  in  order  to  provide  for  those  who  are  there.  It  is  not 
advisable  to  increase  the  population,  as  the  water  supply  is  not  very  large. 
We  store  the  rain  water  and  manage  to  get  along,  but  that  is  about  all.  If 
the  population  was  increased  there  would  be  more  difficulty  with  regard  to 
the  sanitary  arrangements. 

8525.  If  there  was  to  be  a  large  expenditure  incurred,  would  you  be 
more  in  favour  of  incurring  it  on  to  the  mainland  somewhere  ? — I  should  be 
rather  in  favour  of  removing  the  asylum  to  the  mainland. 

8526.  From  your  present  knowledge,  do  you  think  the  lepers  would 
be  just  as  readily  controlled  on  the  mainland  as  they  are  on  the  island  ? — 
There  would  be  more  tempation  as  well  as  facilities  for  escaping  on  the 
mainland  undoubtedly.  I  think  they  could  be  as  easily  controlled  and  they 
would  be  more  satisfied  on  the  mainland. 

8527.  Do  you  think  it  is  possible  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  island 
by  tree  planting  ? — The  wind  is  very  strong  and  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  is  enough  water  to  irrigate  to  any  extent ;  the  trees  would  require 
water  all  the  summer  for  the  first  two  or  three  years. 

8528.  Do  the  rabbits  interfere  much  with  the  vegetation  ? — They  are 
said  to  do  so,  but  I  think  the  rabbits  are  decreasing. 

8529.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  at  one  time  there  was  a  farm  on 
the  island,  that  an  ox  came  from  there  weighing  something  like  2,000  lbs.  ; 
how  do  you  account  for  the  disappearance  of  vegetation  ? — I  think  the 
rabbits  have  destroyed  it. 

8530.  Dr.  Ho  fman.]  Are  there  any  dogs  quarantined  on  the  island  ? — 
Yes.    ■  ' 

8531.  Where  do  they  come  from? — From  Europe. 

8532.  How  many  dogs  are  there  ? — There  have  been  over  fifty.  lam 
,  not  certain  what  the  number  is  now  exactly. 

8533.  Dr.  Herman.]  Where  is  the  quarantine  station  ? — Between  the 
male  and  female  leper  wards  on  the  line  of  the  tramway. 

8534.  Is  there  any  particular  advantage  in  having  it  inside  the  leper 
settlement  ? — The  advantage  is  that  it  is  on  the  line  of  the  tramway  and 
supplies  can  be  easily  sent,  including  water  ;  that  it  is  why  it  was  placed 
there. 

8535.  Could  not  a  more  appropriate  site  have  been  selected  for  the 
quarantine  ? — That  was  selected  as  being  the  most  convenient.  It  is  a 
considerable  distance  from  either  the  male  or  female  leper  wards;  it  is  not 
sufficiently  close  for  the  patients  to  be  annoyed  by  the  noise,  and  it  is  not  as 
if  the  dogs  had  any  disease.  The  quarantine  st^ation  is  several  hundred 
yards  away  from  any  of  the  wards. 

8^36.  They  are  quarantined  there  in  order  to  present  disease,  are  they 
not?— Yes. 

8537.  Is  it  any  advantage  for  the  lepers  to  have  the  dogs  there  ? — No, 
I  do  not  think  it  is,  except  that  they  can  look  at  them.     I  do  not  know 
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X  F^jones  Robben  Island  was  selected ;  there  are  quite  enough  patients  there 

_  without  the  dogs. 

March  22nd,  1891.         8538.  Who  looks  after  the  quarantine  station  ?— It  is  under  the  Agri- 
cultural Department;  there  are  two  men  in  charge. 

8539.  Are  they  in  contact  with  the  lepers  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

8540.  Are  you  in  favour  of  adding  outside  establishments  in  that  way 
inside  the  leper  settlement  ? — ISTo,  certainly  not ;  it  is  a  pity  that  the  dogs 
were  ever  sent  there. 

8541.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Do  the  lepers  feed  the  dogs  at  all  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

8542.  Dr  Herman.']  Does  the  fact  of  the  dogs  being  there  add  to  the 
difficulty  of  managing  the  leper  settlement  at  all  ? — It  gives  a  certain  amount " 
of  additional  work  in  the  office. 

8543.  You  have  no  control  over  the  men  in  charge  of  the  station,  have 
you  ? — No. 

8544.  Does  it  add  at  all  to  your  responsibility  in  managing  the  estab- 
lishment generally  ? — It  gives  extra  work  to  the  staff  in  the  office,  and  supplies 
have  to  be  drawn  from  the  store. 

8545.  Chairman.']  There  is  a  number  of  lepers  coming  from  the  Free 
State  to  the  island,  and  they  are  visited  on  behalf  of  the  Government  there 
by  Dr.  Kohler,  who  acts  as  commissioner ;  there  are  complaints  from  these 

lepers  as  to  the  drunkenness  of  ;  has  that  matter  ever  been  brought 

to  your  notice  ? — I  believe  there  was  a  charge  brought  against  him,  but  I 
think  it  was  made  the  subject  of  an  official  enquiry  by  the  Colonial  Office 
and  settled  there. 

8546.  Was  that  enquiry  made  on  the  island  ? — Yes. 

8547.  Br.  Herman.]  Who  made  the  charge  ? — I  think  it  was  the  result 
of  certain  anonymous  letters ;  it  is  some  time  ago  now. 

8548.  Br.  Ilqfman.]  Was  it  before  your  time  ? — No,  during  my  time. 

8549.  Br.  Jlerman.]  Who  held  the  enquiry  ? — I  think  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  Mr.  Faure,  was  present  himself. 

8550.  Is  he  authorized  to  hold  enquiries  into  such  matters  ? — He  is  the 
head  of  the  department.  I  know  there  was  some  investigation  into  the 
charge,  and  the  matter  was  settled. 

8551.  Have  you  any  machinery  on  the  island  for  dealing  with  such 
charges  ? — If  such  a  charge  was  brought  against  awj  of  tlie  higher  officials 
it  would  be  reported  to  the  Colonial  Office.  I  could  not  deal  with  a  charge 
against  a  civil  servant  unless  he  was  drunk  in  the  street  or  anything  of  that 
kind. 

8552.  Chairman.]  Suppose  you  happened  to  be  visiting  the  leper  wards 
and  saw  an  attendant  drunk,  would  you  not  be  empowered  to  deal  with  the 
case  ? — I  should  report  it  to  the  medical  superintendent  probably, 

8553.  Br,  Herman.]  How  does  the  dual  control  work  so  far  as  your 
office  is  concerned  ?■ — It  works  very  satisfactorily. 

8554.  Br.  Ho  f man.]  Has  there  been  no  hitch  up  to  the  present  time  ? — 
There  may  have  been  one  or  two  disagreements,  which  is  only  natural. 

8555.  Br.  Herman.]  Does  it  make  the  discipline  on  the  island  more 
difficult  to  control  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

8556.  Br.  Hoffman.]  Does  the  dual  control  bring  about  any  soreness  of 
feeling  between  the  officials  ?— It  is  difficult  to  say  ;  I  do  not  think  it  has 
done  so  up  to  the  present.  The  medical  superintendent  is  virtually  head  of 
the  island,  and  although  I  am  not  subordinate  in  one  capacity  I  am  in  another. 

8557.  Chairman.]  How  many  guards  are  on  duty  at  night  at  the  female 
leper  compound  ? — Three,  and  two  on  duty  at  the  male  wards. 

8558.  Br.  Herinan.]  How  many  nights  a  week  is  a  constable  out  of  bed? 
— There  are  ten  men,  and  I  think  they  have  three  weeks'  night  duty  and  one 
week  day  duty.  A  man  would  be  on  duty  from  six  to  twelve  one  week  and 
the  next  week  from  twelve  to  six. 

8559.  Chairman.]  Are  the  guards  at  the  female  leper  compountl  inspected 
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at  night  ? — Very  rarely.    I  have  had  under  consideration  the  expediency  of      ^  p^jones 
having  a  night  chief  constable  appointed,  but  on  the  whole  the  men  are  decent       "  _ 
follows,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  do  not  do  their  duty.  ^^^^'^^^ 
They  have  been  inspected  once  or  twice,  and  the  man  who  inspected,  the  , 
head  overseer,  had  suspicions. 

8560.  Has  it  been  hitherto  the  custom  to  have  night  inspections  of  the 
guards  at  the  female  leper  compound  ? — 'No  ;  the  male  leper  guards  are  in- 
spected ;  they  are  close  by,  but  the  others  are  a  long  way  off. 

8561.  Would  it  entail  having  an  additional  officer  on  the  staff  if  you 
had  night  inspections  ? — Yes. 

8562.  Is  that  why  it  has  not  been  done  hitherto  ? — That  is  one  of  the 
reasons. 

8563.  Would  you  consider  it  advisable  that  it  should  be  done  as  a  matter 
of  discipline  ? — As  a  matter  of  discipline  it  would  be  as  well,  but  I  hardly 
think  it  is  necessary. 

8564.  Have  any  complaints  reached  you  about  the  men  not  doing  their 
duty  at  night  ? — No. 

8565.  Br.  Herman.']  Have  you  any  reason  to  suspect  that  the  guards 
are  absent  from  their  posts  at  night  ? — No. 

8566.,  Do  you  think  the  guards  are  sufficient  to  prevent  a  man  getting 
into  the  female  leper  compound  if  he  chose  ?— It  might  be  better  if  there 
was  an  additional  man,  one  at  each  corner,  but  even  then  on  a  dark  night 
they  might  be  evaded. 

8567.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  male  lepers  visit  the 
females  at  night  ? — No. 

8568.  Would  it  surprise  you  to  be  told  that  it  has  been  stated  in 
evidence  by  the  superintendent  of  lepers  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  men  do 
visit  there  at  night,  although  it  cannot  bo  proved  ;  he  says  he  has 
heard  their  conversation  in  Dutch  ? — It  would  surprise  me. 

8569.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  amount  of  supervision  and  discipline 
in  connection  with  the  attendants,  guards  and  nurses  ? — I  think  the  super- 
vision is  enough ;  it  might  be  as  well  perhaps  to  have  the  guards  at  the 
female  leper  compound  visited  at  night  more  frequently, 

8570.  How  do  you  select  the  constables  for  the  lepers  ?—  We  do  not 
take  them  on  without  testimonials.  1  think  they  are^a  very  decent  class 
of  men. 

8571.  Are  there  any  special  temptations  thrown  in  their  way  ? — No. 

8572.  It  has  not  been  reported  to  you  or  anyone  on  the  island  officially 
that  there  is  reason  to  believe  the  male  lepers  visit  the  females  at  night  ? 
—No. 

8573.  And  you  have  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  anything  of  the 
kind  was  going  on? — It  is  just  possible  that  Mr.  Fitch  may  have  said 
something  to  me  in  the  course  of  conversation. 

8574.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  the  leper  men  got  into 
the  female  compound  last  year  ? — We  only  had  one  man  on  duty  then  at 
night. 

8575.  Suppose  there  were  three  men  on  duty,  could  not  the  male  lepers 
get  in  if  they  waited  for  a  dark  night  ? — They  could  not  get  through  the 
fence  very  quickly  ;  it  would  take  a  certain  amount  of  time. 

8576.  Do  you  think  it  is  advisable  to  remove  the  female  leper 
establishment  altogether  from  such  close  proximity  to  the  male  lepers  ? — I 
think  it  would  be  a  good  thing. 

8577.  Do  you  think  the  presence  of  the  males  excite  ;  (lie  females  at  all 
and  makes  them  more  difficult  to  manage  ? — I  cannot  say  but  very  probably 
it  is  so. 

8578.  Chairman.']  With  regard  to  visitors  on  the  island,  we  have  it  in 
evidence  that  the  male  lepers  are  allowed  to  walk  about  the  island  with  their 
friendsj  have  there  been  any  doubtful  cljaracters  visiting  the  island "  at  any 
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L     Jones  ^ — '^^  ^^^^  difficult  to  say.    In  one  case  where  we  had  a  suspicion  we 

'  J_  '  communicated  with  the  police  officials  in  Cape  Town,  and  the  result  was  that 
March  2»ud,  1891.  further  passes  were  refused.    Since  then  I  have  not  heard  of  any  cases. 

8579.  I  suppose  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  find  out,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

8580.  Has  there  been  smuggling  to  any  extent  ?— No,  not  to  auy 
extent ;  there  has  been  some  undoubtedly. 

8581.  Have  you  observed  any  cases  of  drunkenness  after  visiting  days? 
— I  have  not  personally  seen  anything  of  the  kind ;  I  have  heard  of  one  or 
two  cases. 

8582.  Have  you  ever  been  to  the  wards  on  visiting  days  ? — Yes,  once 
or  twice. 

8583.  Do  the  lepers  sometimes  share  their  food  with  their  friends  ? 
I  think  it  is  possible ;  I  have  not  observed  it. 

8584.  Do  any  of  the  visitors  ever  remain  over  night  on  the  island  i*- 
Occasionally,  when  they  obtain  leave  to  do  so. 

8585.  Are  they  people  of  repute  who  are  known,  or  can  anyone  remain 
over  ? — They  are  generally  relations  of  the  patients  and  Dr.  Impey  knows 
something  about  them. 

8586.  Dr.  Hoffman^  Do  you  think  that  the  object  of  segregation  is 
completely  attained  on  the  island. — No,  I  do  not. 

8587.  Chairmau.~\  It  does  not  follow  because  Eobben  Island  is  isolated 
by  the  sea  that  segregation  is  carried  out  scientifically,  does  it  ?— No,  I 
think  in  very  many  cases  patients  might  be  as  well  segregated  m  their 
own  homes,  especially  among  the  better  class  and  among  the  others  to  ai 
certain  extent.  I  believe  if  Eobben  Island  was  made  simply  a  voluntary 
hospital  and  those  who  wished  were  allowed  to  go  back  to  their  homes  under 
certain  strict  regulations,  the  principle  of  the  Act  would  be  just  as  much 
carried  out  as  it  is  now,  without  causing  so  much  distress  as  we  find  to  be 
the  case  at  present. 

8588.  When  visitors  come  over,  do  they  kiss  the  patients,  sit  together, 
share  the  same  food,  and  give  little  presents  ? — Yes,  they  do  that. 

8589.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  From  your  own  personal  observation  do  you 
think  that  a  great  deal  of  distress  is  caused  to  the  leper  patients  themselves 
through  their  segregation  on  Eobben  Island  ? — Undoubtedly.  The  one  cry 
of  the  majority  of  them  is  that  they  want  to  go  to  their  homes.  I  believe 
they  would  be  quite  willing  to  comply  with  any  conditions  or  regulations 
which  might  be  imposed  on  the  mainland,  and  if  segregation  was  voluntaryJ 
a  large  number  would  remain,  indeed,  in  the  worst  cases  they  would  be| 
obliged  to  do  so. 

Antonio  Pereira  further  examined. 

Anionie  Pereira.  8590.  Chairman.']  Are  you  chief  boatman  on  Eobben  Island  ? — Yes. 

8591.  How  long  have  you  been  there  ? — Sixteen  years. 

8592.  Do  you  receive  the  visitors  when  they  come  over  ?  Yes. 

'  8593.  After  you  have  landed  them  do  you  see  anything  more  of  them  ? 
—No. 

8594.  Do  the  leper  patients  come  down  to  meet  their  friends  at  the  boat? 
.  — Only  those  who  have  a  pass. 

8595.  How  long  has  that  been  so  ?-  -I  cannot  say  exactly ;  about  a 

year. 

8696.  Have  you  any  family  t — Yes,  eight  children. 

"^5  / .  "Where  are  they  taught  ? — They  go  to  school  on  the  island. 

859«.  What  other  children  attend  the  school  ? — Everybody's  children. 

8599.  Do  any  of  the  children  who  come  in  contact  with  the  lepers  attend 
the  school  ? — The  matron's  children  come  to  the  school  I  think  there  are 
three  there  now. 

8600.  "What  matron  do  you  allude  to  ?— Mrs.  Dill.    I  think  she  W 
tliree  children  attending  the  school. 
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8601.  Do  those  children  come  in  contact  with  the  lepers  ?— I  do  not  ^«t6nioj'erfir,. 
know  exactly  ;  they  are  all  within  the  compound  and  I  suppose  they  do.       •  MarcL  iind,  m\. 

8602.  And  they  attend  the  school  together  with  your  children  and 
"others  ?  -Yes. 

8603.  Do  you  consider  that  that  involves  any  risk  ? — Yes  ;  we  do  not 
like  it. 

||r     8604.  Do  you  and  the  other  parents  feel  anxious  about  it  ? — Yes. 

8605.  Have  other  parents  complained  of  it  to  you  ?— Yes  ;  they  think 
there  is  a  risk. 

8606.  Do  you  yourself  come  in  contact  with  the  lepers  at  all  ? — I  have 
to  helj)  them  ashore  when  ihey  land. 

8607.  Have  you  had  a  good  deal  to  do  recently  in  that  way  ? — Yes. 

8608.  Do  you  lift  them  from  the  steamer  into  the  boat  ? — Yes  ;  many 
'■■  of  them  are  helpless. 

8609.  Does  your  wife  live  with  you  ? — Yes. 

8610.  Do  you  keep  a  shop  on  the  island?— Yes ;  a  gtmeral  store. 

8611.  Have  you  ever  had  any  difficulty  with  any  of  the  attendants  on 
the  island  as  regards  drunkenness? — Sometimes;  mostly  with  the  workmen. 

8612.  Have  you  had  any  trouble  recently  ?^ — Not  for  the  last  month  or 

two. 

8613.  On  what  occasions  would  the  workmen  be  drunk  ?— After  pay 

day. 

8614.  When  are  they  paid  ? — At  the  end  of  the  month,  or  as  soon  after 
'  as  possible. 

8615.  Where  do  they  get  the  liquor? — At  the  restaurant:  they  are 
'  allowed  to  drink  as  much  as  they  like  in  the  evening,  every  day  except 

Sundays. 

8616.  Are  the  workmen  allowed  to  go  to  the  bar  and  buy  what  they 
want  after  work  time  ? — Yes. 

|.        8617.  Can  anyone  go  to  the  bar  ? — Yes. 

^  8618.  Dr  Dodds.']  Can  they  only  drink  on  the  premises  or  can  they 
take  liquor  away? — They  can  only  drink  on  the  premises  from  twelve  to 
one  in  the  daytime  and  seven  to  nine  in  the  evening.  They  can  only  get  a 
bottle  of  beer  in  the  daytime,  but  in  the  evening  they  can  drink  as  much  as 
they  like  ;  there  is  no  limit. 

8610.  Is  there  no  rule  limiting  the  supply  to  be  served  in  the  evening  ? 

'•'  No ;  if  they  get  very  drunk  they  are  turned  out. 

8620.  How  do  they  get  home  if  they  are  very  drunk  ? — Sometimes  on 
another  man's  back.    I  have  seen  that. 

8621.  Dr.  iJoJhian.']  Docs  the  rule  apply  to  the  attendants  or  only  to 
the  workmen  ? — The  workmen  and  attendants.  Lately  the  drinking  has  not 
been  so  bad  as  it  was  before. 

8622.  Are  some  of  the  male  leper  attendants  much  more  given  to  drink 
than  others  ? — There  is  not  mxich  difference. 

8623.  Chairman.]  Have  you  seen  different  men  drunk  at  various  times? 
-Yes. 

8624.  Pr.  Hajman."]  Can  you  mention  the  names  of  those  you  have 
'  seen  drunk  ? — Not  unless  1  am  compelled  to.    I  am  not  there  to  watch  my 

fellow  men  ;  it  might  cause  me  trouble  hereafter. 

86?6.  Has  the  drunkenness  been  of  very  frequent  occurrence  ? — ^Not 
frequently  ;  mostly  on  pay  days.    It  has  been  better  latterly. 

8626.  Dr.  Dodds."]  What  do  you  mean  by  latterly ;  how  many  mouths 
.  back? — Since  the  magistrate  has  been  there;  he  keeps  a  check  on  it  now, 

and  there  is  a  policeman  on  duty  in  the  village. 

8627.  Chairman.]  We  already  have  certain  names  in  evidence  ;  have 
'  you  ever  seen  — —  drunk  ? — Yes  ;  one  day. 

8628.  And  ? — Yes.    I  am  saying  things  which  I  ought  not  to, 

1)Ut  I  do  go  under  protest, 
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Antmioi>,Tdr».  8g29.  Df.  Bodds.j  Was  it  a  considerable  time  ago  ?— Yes. 

March  22nd,  189*.         8630.  How  long  ago  ? — I  havc  not  seen  drunk  for  six  months  or 

more,  I  should  say.  He  went  over  to  the  mainland  on  leave,  and  on  his 
return  he  went  to  the  restaurant  and  got  drunk  there.  I  saw  him  in  my  sh(»p 
under  the  influence  of  liquor,  but  more  than  that  I  cannot  say. 

8631.  For  months  you  have  seen  nothing  have  you  ? — No. 

8632.  Chairmaii.y—  In  the  case  of  ,  is  that  many  months  ago  '? — 

Yes,  more  than  a  year  ago.  ' 

8633.  Do  boats  ever  visit  the  island  at  night  ? — Yes,  sometimes  through 
stress  of  weather  fishing  boats  or  pleasure  boats  come  there. 

8634.  Where  do  they  put  in  ? — On  the  east  side  of  the  island  at  the; 
landing  place,  or  at  the  north-east  side,  Murray's  Bay,  further^  round,  wher 
there  is  a  sandy  beach. 

8635.  Are  boats  allowed  to  land  at  any  time  ? — Through  stress 
weather  they  are. 

8636.  As  a  matter  of  fact  do  many  boats  land  at  the  island  ? — Not  many; 
only  fishing  boats  mostly. 

8637.  Can  fishing  boats  land  at  any  time  ? — By  having  permission. 

8638.  Might  they  land  at  Murray's  Bay  and  go  away  before  you  were 
aware  of  it? — Certainly,  especially  in  the  night.  Last  time  when  I  was 
examined  I  said  it  was  impossible  for  lepers  to  leave  the  island,  but  I  over- 
looked the  fact  that  at  night  there  would  be  no  one  to  stop  them  ;  they  could 
get  away  if  they  wanted  to,  possibly  by  arrangement  with  their  friends. 

8639.  Would  it  be  possible  for  a  boat  to  land  things  at  night  on  the 
island  ? — Yes,  in  sm:.ll  quantities. 

8640.  Has  that  ever  happened  ? — I  do  not  think  so ;  I  never  heard  of  it. 

8641.  Br.  Dodds.']  Do  you  keep  a  shop  in  the  leper  section  ? — Yes. 

8642.  Who  takes  charge  of  it  ?— My  wife. 

8643.  Are  there  any  regulations  so  as  to  avoid  any  risk  of  contagion 
No,  none  whatever. 

8644.  Do  you  keep  another  store  in  the  village  ? — Yes. 

8645.  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  it  is  possible  for  things  sometimes 
to  be  smuggled  from  the  island  to  town  or  vice  versa  ? — Yes. 

8646.  Even  in  the  steamer  ? — Yes.  The  lepers  send  a  good  many 
parcels  and  boxes  away,  and  I  have  to  search  any  suspicious-looking  packages 
that  arrive.    I  have  no  inistructions  to  search  parcels  going  away. 

8647.  Have  any  instances  come  to  your  knowledge  where  meat  has 
been  attempted  to  be  smuggled  from  the  island  ? — Yes. 

8648.  Was  it  on  one  day  or  on  separate  occasions  ? — Diflerent  occasions. 
I  opened  the  box  on  my  own  responsibility  and  found  the  meat. 

8649.  Was  there  much  meat  ? — Between  20  and  30  lbs.  I  should  say. 
I  was  ordered  to  destroy  it  as  it  was  bad. 

Miss  G.  Dreyer  examined. 

Miss  8650.  Chairman.']  Have  you  been  a  visitor  to  Eobben  Island  ?-- Yes, 

G.  Bra/cr.      j  ^^^^  heen  visiting  the  island  for  three  years. 

8051.  Do  you  visit  it  now  ? — I  have  not  been  there  for  three  months,  ujg 
to  that  time  I  visited  it  on  and  o&. 

8652.  In  what  capacity  Avas  that,  have  you  auy'Goverumeut  appoiulmcnli*, 
— No.  I  belong  to  the  Cai)e  General  Mission  and  Miss  Sprigghas  asked  me 
to  help  her  in  visiting  on  the  island. 

8653.  Have  you  visited  the  male  and  female  leper  wards  ? — Yes. 

8654.  Have  the  patients  ever  complained  to  you  at  all  about  the  food  or 
other  things  ? — The  men  have  often  complained  about  the  food,  not  the  females 
so  much. 

8655.  Were  you  ever  present  when  the  meals  were  being  served? — I 
have  been  at  the  female  wards  several  times  when  they  were  having  their 
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dinner,  I  thought  the  meals  were  very  good.    I  do  not  know  how  they  treat      ^  ^^r. 
tlie  men.  — 

8656.  'Did  the  females  complain  about  the  quality  of  the  food  ?— No.     '    ^^^"'^  22nd,  nu. 

8657.  You  have  not  seen  the  food  supplied  to  the  male  lepers  ? — No. 

8658.  Did  they  complain  of  anything  else  ? — I  cannot  remember  that 
they  did,  they  were  very  anxious  to  get  away  from  the  island. 

8659.  I  presume  that  you  visit  the  patients  mainly  with  reference  to 
their  spiritual  condition  ? — Yes. 

8660.  Have  they  often  had  conv^ersations  with  you  on  other  matters  ? 
—Yes. 

8661 .  Do  they  complain  of  any  lack  of  care  on  the  part  of  the  attendants 
or  of  any  harsh  treatment  ? — I  never  encouraged  them  to  make  complaints, 
but  some  time  ago  a  man  said  that  he  was  very  badly  treated  and  not  looked 

after  at  all,  indeed  the  attendant  was  drunk.  , 

8662.  How  long  ago  is  that  ? — About  a  year. 

8663.  Do  you  know  who  he  referred  to  ? — No. 

8664.  Was  the  same  complaint  made  to  you  a  second  time? — I  do  not 
think  so. 

8665.  Did  more  than  one  of  the  male  patients  make  that  complaint  ? — 
Only  the  one  man  I  think.  I  may  say  that  I  heard  from  outsiders  that  the 
man  used  to  drink. 

8666.  Do  you  remember  his  name  ? — No  ;  he  may  be  dead  now. 

8667.  Was  there  any  other  complaint  made  to  you  by  the  male  lepers  ? 
— T  do  not  remember  any. 

8668.  Do  they  complain  about  their  sleeping  accommodation,  the  way 
in  which  they  are  housed,  or  matters  of  that  sort  ? — No. 

8669.  With  regard  to  the  female  lepers,  do  they  make  any  complaints 
to  you  ? — I  think  they  are  very  happy  and  contented  ;  they  chiefly  complain 
that  they  want  to  get  away  from  the  island. 

8670.  Are  the  wards  well  kept  ? — I  have  not  been  there  since  Mrs.  Dill, 
the  matron,  went. 

8671.  Were  you  there  in  Mrs.  Pavel's  time  ? — Yes. 

8672.  Were  the  wards  well  looked  after  then  ? — Yes. 

8673.  Is  there  any  suggestion  you  can  make  with  regard  to  the  ird- 
provement  of  the  wards  in  any  way ;  do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
to  have  a  recreation  room  ? — Yes,  it  might  add  to  the  comfort  of  the  patients. 
I  think  there  might  be  better  classification.  Some  of  the  patients  are  very 
low  characters,  and  it  is  very  hard  for  the  better  class  patients  who  have 
been  brought  up  well,  to  listen  to  their  bad  language  and  swearing. 

8674.  Did  you  observe  any  children  in  the  wards  ? — Yes.  I  have 
spoken  to  one  woman  about  having  her  two  children  there  as  it  seemed  a 
terrible  thing  for  little  children  not  afflicted  with  the  disease  to  be  among 
the  lepers. 

8675.  Did  the  women  complain  about  their  washing  or  anything  of  that 
sort  ? — I  do  not  remember. 

8676.  How  was  the  washing  managed  when  you  last  visited  the  island  ? 
— I  think  one  woman  told  me  that  she  did  her  own  washing. 

8677.  Do  you  think  the  female  patients  should  have  more  liberty  ?  * 
— I  have  often  thought  it  must  be  v6ry  hard  to  be  locked  up  all  day  except 

when  they  go  out  for  a  little  walk. 

8678.  Dr.  Hofman.'\  On  the  whole,  do  you  not  think  the  majority  of  the 
atients  are  better  off  where  they  are  than  they  would  be  in  their  own 
omes  ? — I  think  the  majority  of  them  are  better  off  on  the  island. 

8679.  Would  some  of  the  patients  be  better  off  in  their  own  homes  ? 
— Yes  ;  some  of  the  better  class  very  likely,  I  visit  a  good  deal  among  the 
'coloured  people  and  their  homes  are  very  much  neglected. 

^       8680.  That  class  you  think  are  better  off  ou  the  island  ? — Yes. 

8681.  D7-.  Dodds.j  Have  you  seen  the  patients  taking  their  food  ? — The 
females  I  have. 
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e.^ri/er.  o682.  Bid  it  seem  satisfactory  ? — Yes^  I  thought  it  was  as  good  as  they 

—  would  get  in  their  own  homes.    They  seem  generally  to  get  stew,  but  th&v 

Mdrch  22nd,  IS94.  not  complain.  ^  B  J  o  ,  J 

8683.  On  the  male  side  do  you  ever  see  any  evidence  of  inattention  or 
unkindnesB  on  the  part  of  the  attendants  ? — I  do  not  believe  I  have  ever  seen 
any  attendants  in  the  place  when  I  have  been  there. 

8684.  Did  anyone  seem  to  be  looking  after  those  extremely  ill  and 
dying  ? — Mrs,  Pouncey  is  very  attentive  in  her  work  among  the  lepers ;  I 
have  seen  her  several  times  attending  to  the  dying  people, 

8685.  Have  the  female  patients  ever  complained  of  want  of  attention 
during  the  night  when  they  were  sick  ? — No, 

8686.  Dr.  Hodman.']  Do  you  go  over  on  the  ordinary  visiting  days? — I; 
generally  used  to  go  over  on  Tuesdays. 

8687.  You  are  aware  that  visitors  go  over  to  see  their  friends  ? — Yes, 

8688.  Do  they  kiss  each  other,  shake  hands,  and  so  on  ? — Yes.  I  was 
very  much  struck  with  one  woman  who  was  very  bad ;  her  child  was  brought 
to  her  and  she  hugg«d  and  kissed  it  all  the  time. 

8689.  Have  you  often  seen  kissing  going  on  between  the  patients  and; 
their  friends  ? — Yes. 

8690.  Have  you  ever  seen  visitors  eating  with  the  lepers  ? — I  cannot  say* 
that  I  have  ;  they  always  bring  the  lepers  a  lot  of  things  in  baskets  when  they 
come  over,  fruit  and  so  on,  and  they  spread  these  things  out  on  the  table  and 
all  sit  round, 

8691.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Can  you  suggest  anything  for  the  improvement  ol 
the  condition  of  the  lepers  ? — No.  I  have  often  thought  that  if  they  were 
better  looked  after  there  would  not  be  so  much  fighting  and  quarelling. 

86913.  Dr.  Hofman.~\  Has  that  kind  of  thing  gone  on  when  you  were 
present  ? — Yes  ;  in  the  female  ward  there  are  some  very  terrible  characters* 

8693.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  sort  of  characters  ? — Some  of  the  very  low 
women  of  the  town,  and  there  are  several  Hottentot  women  there. 

8694.  Do  they  annoy  the  other  patients  ? — Yes  ;  they  shout  and  scream 
and  make  a  disturbance ;  there  are  often  unruly  scenes.  One  day  when  I  wag 
there  a  women  had  taken  another's  things  away  and  they  were  fighting, 

8695.  Is  it  not  a  great  hardship  for  the  better  class  patients  to  be  bi ought ' 
into  such  close  contact  with  women  of  that  class  ? — Yes  ;  it  is  very  hard  ;  not ' 
only  to  the  white  patients  but  to  the  more  respectable  coloured. 

8696.  Do  they  make  complaints  about  the  nurses  or  attendants? — No;:= 
1  do  not  remember  that  they  have. 

8697.  Do  you  know  much  about  the  nurses  ? — I  do  not  know  much 
about  Mrs.  Dill.    I  knew  Mrs.  who  was  there. 

8698.  Chairman.']  Is  not  she  on  the  island  now  ? — No ;  she  resigned.  I 
had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  her  before  she  went  to  the  island. 

8699.  Dr.  Herman.]  How  did  you  meet  her? — I  came  across  her  in  the 
course  of  my  visiting  ;  she  was  loft  by  her  husband  with  two  boys,  whom  I 
took  for  a  time.  I  advised  her  to  go  to  the  island  and  she  got  a  place  there, 
I  do  not  know  why  her  husband  left  her. 

8700.  Was  she  a  woman  of  good  character  ? — I  know  very  little  about 
her,  but  I  did  not  like  to  see  the  boys  where  they  were. 

8701.  Chairman.]  Where  did  she  live  ? — Bhe  was  staying  at  Albany 
House,  but  she  could  not  pay  her  way  so  they  turned  her  out  and  an  old  washer-^; 
woman  took  her  in.    Someone  told  me  about  the  ease  and  I  went  to  see  her 

'  and  took  the  boys  and  advised  her  to  go  to  the  island, 

8702.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Did  she  leave  the  washerwoman's  house  ? — She 
stayed  a  little  while  there,  I  believe  she  was  a  respectable  woman  but  she 
gave*  way  a  little  to  drink  after  her  husband  left  her. 

,^703.  Chairman.]  You  think  it  mostly  poverty  that  dragged  her  dftwn  ? 
— Yes,  She  seemed  to  be  despondent  after  her  husband  left  her  and  not  to 
care  much  what  became  of  her, 


481 


8704.  Has  she  left  the  island  now  ? — Yes. 

8705.  "Why  did  she  leave  ?— She  wrote  a  letter  to  say  that  she  could  not 
stand  it  :  the  contemplation  of  the  disease  was  too  terrible. 

8706.  Is  it  long  since  she  left  the  island  ? — I  believe  she  left  last 
Monday. 

8707.  Have  you  seen  her  since? — No,  she  is  rather  angry  with  rae 
because  I  stopped  her  getting  money  from  people  when  she  was  in  this  state ; 
several  persons  gave  her  money,  and  as  long  as  she  got  it  she  would  not  work. 
The  boys  are  still  with  me. 

8708.  Z>r.  Hoffman r\  Have  you  quite  lost  sight  of  her? — No,  not  quite. 
I  have  asked  the  Salvation  Army  to  take  her  back. 

8709.  Dr.  Herman.']  Are  you  connected  with  the  Salvation  Army  ? — 
No,  the  Cape  General  Mission. 

8710.  Do  you  know  whether  she  has  been  taken  back  ? — No.  The  boys 
go  to  see  her  every  day. 

8711.  Ohairman.']  Do  you  know  anything  of  Mrs.  Dill  personally  ? — I 
have  met  her  only  once  on  the  island. 

871 2.  Was  she  then  matron  at  the  female  leper  wards  ? — Yes. 

8713.  Did  any  of  the  patients  ever  complain  to  you  about  her? — Nu, 
they  seemed  very  fond  of  her,  I  thought. 

8714.  Did  you  form  the  impression  that  the  wards  were  well  managed 
by  her,  and  kept  clean  ? — Yes. 

8715.  Do  you  think  she  is  a  capable  person  ? — I  saw  very  little  of  her 
and  could  not  say  much. 

William  Logan  examined. 

8716.  Chairman.']  What  are  you  on  Eobben  Island  ? — Water  bailiff. 

8717.  How  long  have  you  been  there  ? — I  was  born  on  the  island  ;  my 
age  is  28.    I  was  away  from  the  island  while  I  learned  my  trade. 

8718.  How  many  years  have  you  held  your  present  appointment  ? — 
Thirteen  months. 

8719.  Were  you  employed  before  that  on  the  island? — Yes,  as 
attendant  and  ration  man. 

8720.  What  are  your  duties  with  regard  to  the  water  ? — I  attend  to  the 
supply  of  water  in  the  large  tank,  and  see  to  the  windmills  and  pumps. 

8721.  Where  is  the  large  tank  supplied  from? — From  the  wells;  there 
is  one  well  at  the  back  of  the  male  lunatic  asylum,  and  one  windmill  and 
pump  there. 

8722.  Where  is  the  other  well  ? — In  front  of  the  church. 

8723.  Are  there  any  other  wells  ? — There  are  only  two  principal  wells, 
the  others  are  tor  the  cows ;  the  water  is  not  so  good  for  drinking. 

8724.  Is  the  water  from  the  tank  used  for  drinking  purposes  ?— 
Formerly  it  was,  but  latterly  water  has  been  obtained  from  Cape  Town.  It 
is  used  for  cooking  purposes. 

8726.  Are  they  at  present  bringing  water  from  Cape  Town  for  drinking 
purposes  ? — Yes,  every  boat  day. 

8726.  How  does  it  come? — In  barrels,  and  a  tap  is  put  in. 

8727.  Do  the  barrels  go  back  when  they  are  empty  ? — Yes,  to  be  filled 
again. 

8728.  Are  they  ever  cleansed? — Yes,  they  are  washed  out  by  some  of 
M  the  lunatics.  There  is  an  attendant  in  charge,  who  sees  that  it  is  properly 
I :  done. 

!       8729.  Are  they  ever  cleansed  with  steam  ? — I  cannot  say. 

8730.  Are  they  disinfected  in  any  way  ? — No. 

8731.  Is  the  water  always  good  that  comes  from  Cape  Town  ? — I  prefer 
the  water  on  the  island  myself,  and  so  do  a  great  many  of  the  inhabitants ;  it 
is  far  more  clear. 

8732.  Has  the  island  water  a  brackish  taste? — Some  say  so. 
TG.  10— '94.1 
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wuimM^io^jm.  g733  Is  it  used  pretty  largely  for  drinking  purposes  ? — Yes,  and  for 

isiaxoh  22nd,  1894.  cooldng  purposes,  and  making  tea  and  coffee. 

8734.  Row  fdr  is  the  well  from  the  graveyard  ?— About  200  yards. 

8735.  Is  it  on  lower  ground  ? — Yes,  the  burial  ground  is  on  the  top  of 
the  hill. 

8736.  Where  do  they  bury  the  lepers  and  the  lunatics  now  ? — A 
Murray's  Bay. 

8737.  Do  }'0u  think  the  well  is  quite  unaffected  by  the  graveyard  ? 
^  es,  there  is  solid  rock  intervening. 

8738.  Is  their  always  plenty  of  water  in  the  wells? — Yes. 
S739.  Have  you  ever  pumped  them  out  dry  ? — Never  since  I  have  bee 

there  ;  the  pump  is  always  kept  going  when  there  is  wind. 

8740.  How  much  water  does  each  tank  hold? — 400  gallons,  and  ther 
are  eleven  tanks  for  the  leper  asylum,  besides  underground  tanks. 

8741.  Are  the  tanks  ever  cleaned  ? — They  are  all  new  tanks. 

8742.  How  long  have  they  been  there  ? — About  a  twelvemonth. 

8743.  What  do  the  underground  tanks  hold  ? — I  cannot  say  ;  a  goo 
quantity. 

8744.  How  is  the  water  taken  out? — By  means  of  pumps  ;  they  are  fo3 
rain  water  only,  the  water  runs  from  the  roofs. 

8746.  Is  there  water  in  any  of  those  tanks  now  ? — Yes, 

8746.  During  your  experience  h  s  the  water  supply  ever  run  "short  oi 
the  island  ? — Yes,  sometimes,  if  any  accident  happens  to  the  windmills. 

8747.  Has  the  water  in  the  wells  ever  run  short  ? — Never. 

8748.  Have  they  sufficient  water  on  the  island  to  do  without  Cape 
Town  water  ? — Yes ;  there  is  always  water  on  the  island. 

8749.  Why  do  they  send  for  Cape  Town  water  ? — The  doctor  thinks  it 
is  more  healthy.  .  i 

8750.  But  you  think  apart  from  that  there  is  sufficient  water  on  thd* 
island  to  supply  all  the  inhabitants  ? — Yes. 

8751.  Is  there  enough  to  supply  them  with  baths  daily  ? — Yes  ;  ther| 
always  has  been. 

8752.  You  think  it  only  depends  upon  the  pumping;  there  is  no  fear 
of  the  wells  runiug  dry  ? — No.  ' 

8753.  How  many  hours  have  you  pumped  at  a  time  ? — Sometimes^ 
all  day  and  all  nighi. 

8754.  In  spite  of  that  you  have  never  pumped  the  wells  dry  ? — No. 

8755.  Br.  Bodds.j  What  is  the  depth  of  the  wells  ?  —60  to  80  feet 

8756.  Dr.  Hojfmafi.']  What  is  the  depth  of  the  water  in  the  wells  ?— 
10  to  12  feet. 

8757.  Chairman. \  Do  you  make  much  impression  on  the  depth  of  watei^ 
after  pumping  ? — No  ;  we  never  pump  the  wells  dry. 

8758.  How  many  feet  do  you  reduce  the  water  after  24  hours'  pumping  ? 
— IS  ot  very  much ;  it  comes  in  again. 

8759.  What  is  the  size  of  the  pump  ? — It  discharges  an  inch  aad  a  half 
of  water,  and  it  will  work  for  days  and  not  pump  the  well  dry.  I  have 
known  it  to  work  three  days  and  still  the  well  has  held  out ;  one  pump  was 
working  the  two  wells. 

8760.  How  are  the  female  leper  wards  supplied  with  water  ?  There 
is  a  well  with  a  hand  pump,  and  the  lunatics  go  every  morning  to  pump, 

8761.  Is  that  the  only  way  to  get  water? — Latterly  they  have  opened 
another  new  well  close  to  the  beaeh ;  sometimes  it  gets  a  little  short  of  water; 
that  well  is  about  20  feet  deep.    It  is  sunk  in  the  rock. 

8762.  Dr.  Hoffman?^  Are  all  the  wells  near  to  the  shore  ? — Yes. 

8763.  Chairman.~\  How  many  lunatics  go  to  the  pump  ? — 'Four ;  they  go. 
on  pumping  from  nine  till  twelve. 

8764.  Who  did  the  pumping  before  the  ne^^  well  was  opened  ? — Then 
is  no  pump  in  the  new  well  yet ;  they  use  the  fire-engine,  and  puiup  the  watel 
into  the  tanks. 


8765.  What  quantity  of  water  do  they  mke  ?— They  fill  four  tanks  ;  I  wuuamjM,an. 
cannot  state  what  quantity  of  water  is  pumped  up,  as  it  is  being  used  all  the  March  22nd,  usiH. 
time  the  men  are  pumping. 

8766.  Is  there  any  other  water  supplied  to  the  wards  ? — 'Yes ;  a  trolley 
takes  down  water  in  a  tank  for  the  nurses  only.    I  take  that  myself. 

8767.  Is  that  Cape  Town  water  ? — No.  There  is  a  well  covered  over 
with  whalebones ;  the  water  from  that  is  not  used  at  all ;  it  is  pretty  well 
dry  and  tlie  water  is  bad. 

8768.  What  well  does  the  fire-engine  pump  from  ? — That  is  a  new  well 
on  the  north  side  of  the  island  juvSt  alongside  the  female  lepers'  quarters.  The 
women  wash  with  that  water  and  it  is  used  for  sanitary  purposes.  It  is 
pumped  into  a  400  gallon  tank.    I  think  some  people  drink  the  water. 

8769.  Is  the  other  well  at  the  south-end  near  the  beach  ? — Yes. 

8770.  In  case  of  a  fire  breaking  out  in  the  male  leper  wards,  how  would 
you  hope  to  put  it  out ;  what  water  is  available  ? — The  water  left  in  the  tanks 
during  the  night  I  suppose. 

8771.  Would  you  be  entirely  dependent  upon  that,  could  you  not  utilize 
the  water  in  the  wells  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

8772.  How  would  you  put  out  a  fire  in  the  female  leper  wards  ? — In  the 
same  manner. 

8773.  Do  you  think  the  water  available  would  be  sufficient  ? — No. 

8774.  In  the  case  of  a  fire  in  the  village  what  supply  of  water  would  you 
have  ? — What  was  left  in  the  tanks. 

8775.  How  is  the  village  supplied  with  water  ? — By  a  water  cart  from 
the  tanks.  There  is  a  tank  on  the  cart,  and  from  this  the  barrels  are  filled  ; 
they  hold  from  150  to  180  gallons. 

8776.  Suppose  a  fire  was  to  break  out  in  the  village,  say  at  the  superin- 
tendent's house,  how  would  you  put  it  out  ? — As  far  as  fire  breaking  out  in  the 
village  or  the  lunatic  or  leper  establishment  goes,  the  supply  of  water  is  very 
precarious  to  depend  upon.  I  daresay  every  place  might  be  burnt  down 
before  you  could  do  much. 

8777.  Dr.  Herman.^  Could  not  you  lay  on  the  sea  water  ? — The  distance 
would  be  too  great  to  pump  the  water ;  it  is  only  a  manual  fire-engine,  and 
there  is  not  hose  enough.  I  have  suggested  many  times  that  there  should  be 
a  steam  pump  in  case  of  fire  breaking  out. 

8778.  What  water  do  you  use  for  baths  and  for  flushing  purposes  ? 
— What  is  pumped  out  of  the  wells. 

8779.  Is  there  enough  for  that  purpose  ? — Yes.  When  there  is  no  wind 
there  is  only  what  is  pumped  by  hand,  and  sometimes  I  may  be  short  of 
water,  and  then  I  send  a  water  cart  specially. 

8780.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  with  a  view  to 
improving  the  water  supply  ? — Only  that  there  ought  to  be  a  steam  pump  in 
case  of  fire. 

8781.  Dr.  Herman.]  Would  it  be  possible  to  move  a  heavy  fire  engine 
about  on  tbe  island  ? — Yes. 

8782.  Chairman.]  Would  you  bring  it  down  to  the  beach  in  case  of 
fire  ? — Yes.    I  would  have  a  powerful  engine. 

Frederick  H.  Campbell  examined. 

8783.  Chairman.']  What  are  you  ou  Eobben  Island      Chief  constable.    ^  Camph,!/. 

8784.  How  long  have  you  been  there  ? — Ten  months. 

8785.  Had  you  been  on  the  island  before  that  in  any  capacity  ?— No  ; 
I  recently  came  out  from  England. 

8786.  Did  you  come  out  to  this  appointment  ? — No. 

8787.  What  is  the  scope  of  your  duties  ? — Looking  after  the  convicts 
and  posting  the  sentries. 

8788.  Do  you  supervise  the  leper  guards? — Yes;  they  come  under  me, 
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F.  H.  Cmnphell.  8789.  HavG  jou  ever  had  any  oomplaints  made  to  you  by  the  lepers 

March  22iid,  1894.  ahout  the  men  under  you  ? — I  have  no  intercourse  with  the  lepers  whatever. 

8790.  Have  you  ever  had  to  take  any  of  the  male  leper  attendants  up 
for  drunkenness  ? — Many  times  I  should  like  to  have  done  so. 

8791.  Have  you  ever  observed  any  of  the  attendants  drunk  or  inca- 
pable ? — Many  times. 

8792.  How  is  it  you  have  not  been  able  to  take  them  in  charge  ? — I  am 
placed  in  rather  a  peculiar  position.  1  am  chief  constable  over  the  convicts, 
and  I  have  to  do  civil  work  in  the  way  of  serving  summonses,  for  which  I 
receive  no  remuneration  whatever. 

8793.  If  your  constables  on  duty  observed  any  of  the  attendants  drunk, 
have  you  no  instructions  whereby  they  could  be  arrested  ? — No  instruotions 
whatever. 

8794.  If  you  saw  them  staggering  about  drunk  you  would  not  be  able 
to  interfere  ? — No,  I  have  no  instructions  whatever  on  that  point. 

8795.  Have  you  at  times  seen  some  of  the  attendants  drunk  ? — Yes. 

8796.  Have  you  ever  seen  drunk  ? — Yes.  | 

8797.  Have  you  ever  seen  drunk  ? — Yes.  \ 

8798.  How  long  ago  is  that? — I  have  not  seen  drunk  since 

last  November,  and  about  the  same  date.    Since  that  time  they 

have  not  come  under  my  notice. 

8799.  Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  notice  drunkenness  among  the  male 
lepers  ? — Yes,  in  September  last  one  of  the  lepers  was  drunk  at  the  boathouse. 

8800.  Did  he  come  down  to  meet  the  boat  ? — Yes. 

8801.  Is  he  a  coloured  man  ? — Slightly  coloured  He  said  he  wanted 
to  see  his  friends. 

8802.  Was  he  arrested  ? — No,  I  reported  it  to  the  magistrate.  It  was 
on  the  25th  of  September. 

8803.  Have  you  ever  after  visiting  days  noticed  any  increase  of  drunken- 
ness among  the  lepers  ? — No  ;  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  ;  there  is  an  increase 
in  the  smoking  of  dagga  which  is  often  smuggled.  I  refer  to  the  convicts 
chiefly  ;  generally  after  boat  days  you  can  smell  dagga. 

8804.  As  regards  the  female  leper  establishment,  there  are  certain 
guards  placed  on  duty  there  at  night,  are  there  not  ? — Yes,  but  they  are  quite 
inadequate. 

8805.  Why  do  you  think  they  are  inadequate  ? — In  the  first  place  the 
women  are  not  guarded  in  the  day  time  ;  there  is  no  guard  whatever,  and  at 
night  I  cannot  answer  how  they  do  their  duty,  they  are  never  inspected,  as 
there  is  no  one  to  do  it. 

8806.  Is  it  part  of  your  duty  to  inspect  the  guard  at  night  ? — Not  at 
night ;  in  the  day  time  I  have  inspected  the  guard. 

8807.  Do  you  think  they  should  be  inspected  at  night  ? — Certainly. 

8808.  Would  you  suggest  that  an  additional  officer  should  be  obtained 
for  the  night  work  ? — There  should  be  a  night  constable  to  inspect  the  guard 
at  night.  During  the  year  there  have  been  25  charges  against  the  leper 
constables,  and  there  are  only  ten  of  them.  That  is  without  their  being 
inspected. 

8809.  What  has  been  the  nature  of  the  charges  ? — Four  men  were 
dismissed  for  drunkenness,  and  four  were  asleep  at  their  post ;  that  was 
found  out  quite  accidentally  ;  fourteen  were  punished  for  not  reporting 
themselves  and  not  being  in  time ;  they  have  to  report  themselves  when  they 
come  off  duty  and  when  they  go  on. 

8810.  Were  these  offences  mostly  on  the  part  of  the  night  or  the  day 
constables  ? — The  night  constables. 

8811.  Who  brought  the  charges  against  them  ? — Mr.  Moore  and  myself. 

8812.  How  did  you  find  them  out? — They  have  to  report  themselves  at 
my  office  when  they  go  on  duty  at  quarter  to  six. 

8813.  Between  the  time  when  they  come  off  in  the  morning  have  any 
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charges  been  brought  against  them  ? — The  principal  charges  are  at  night,       h.  Cafn^tbeii. 
they  come  to  report  themselves  at  quarter  to  twelve.   If  they  do  not,  I  inform  March  22nd,  1894. 
the  magistrate,  Mr.  Jones. 

8814.  Is  an  enquiry  then  held  into  the  matter? — Yes,  and  they  are  pun- 
ished. 

8815.  Do  you  consider  that  three  constables  are  enough  for  night  duty 
^s  a  guard  round  the  female  leper  compound  ? — No.  One  night  Mr.  Moore  and 
myself  went  down  to  the  compound  together  and  one  of  the  sentries  ran  round 
the  opposite  way,  there  is  no  doubt  the  others  were  asleep  and  he  went  to 

I  wake  them. 

I  8816.  That  shows  the  necessity  for  an  inspection  at  night,  does  it  not  ? 
—  Yes,  you  see  the  men  who  have  been  on  night  duty  about  in  the  day  time, 
instead  of  being  asleep  then. 

8817.  Are  there  no  regulations  requiring  these  men  to  keep  to  theiir 
'.quarters  in  the  daytime  if  they  have  been  on  night  duty  ? — No,  I  think  there 

ought  to  be  regulations.  There  is  a  boundary  line  drawn  from  the  beach  up 
to  the  lighthouse,  and  one  constable  is  supposed  to  be  on  duty  in  the  day  time 
but  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  watch  that  none  of  the  lepers  cross  it. 

8818.  Is  it  possible  for  the  lepers  to  walk  over  the  boundary  line  on  the 
other  side  without  being  seen  ? — Yes,  they  can  walk  over  by  the  lighthouse. 

8819.  Do  they  ever  do  it? — I  do  not  know,  but  they  could. 

8820.  Have  there  been  any  charges  brought  against  the  constables  on 
duty  of  having  connection  with  the  female  lepers  ? — No  ;  there  is  not  the 
slightest  suspicion  of  that. 

8821.  Dr.  DoddsJ]  You  said  that  during  the  day  time  the  female  leper 
compound  was  not  watched  at  all ;  have  you  any  reason,  from  your  own 
knowledge,  to  believe  that  anything  goes  on  between  the  male  and  female 
lepers  in  the  day  time  ? — The  male  lepers  go  down  to  the  female  compound  in 
the  day  time  and  there  is  not  any  protection  against  their  doing  anything 
wrong. 

8822.  Do  you  think  any  irregularity  occurs? — I  am  certain  of  it. 

8823.  Are  you  sure  that  there  is  indecency  going  on  ? — Yes,  daily  ;  you 
can  see  shawls  and  blankets  put  up  on  the  fence  by  the  women,  and  when 

^  the  latter  go  down  to  the  beach  to  bathe  the  men  are  there. 

8824.  Are  the  men  close  by  ? — I  do  not  say  they  are  close  by,  but  the 
women  are  not  protected ;  there  is  nobody  to  look  after  them. 

8826.  Do  the  women  go  down  to  bathe  without  being  in  charge  of  any- 
one ? — Yes. 

8826.  Have  you  seen  that  yourself  ? — Yes  ;  the  last  time  I  was  at 
Murray's  Bay  there  was  only  Mrs.  Dill's  little  girl  with  them. 

8827.  Ghairmanr\  Is  that  a  customary  thing?— I  have  only  seen  it  two 
or  three  times. 

8828.  Do  the  women  after  bathing  return  immediately  to  the  wards,  or 
do  they  stay  out  ? — I  could  not  say. 

8829.  Do  they  ever  walk  away  after  bathing  to  other  parts  of  the  island 
with  the  men  ? — I  do  not  know. 

8830.  Do  the  constables  on  duty  understand  Dutch  ? — Yes. 

8831.  Have  they  ever  overheard  the  men  or  the  women  making  appoint- 
ments ? — I  cannot  say  that  they  have. 

8832.  Have  you  any  impression  on  your  mind  that  that  actually  takes 
place  ? — Yes.  I  have  seen  the  men  and  women  out  on  the  beach  together, 
and  I  have  stopped  thera.    The  men  come  regularly  to  the  fence  to  talk  to 

Mhe  women  and  stay  there  till  six  o'clock  in  the  evening.    The  fence  is  not 
ufl&cient  to  prevent  the  men  getting  into  the  female  quarters. 

8833.  Could  they  get  in  at  any  time  ? — Yes,  any  time. 

8834.  Do  you  think  they  ever  do  get  in  ? — I  do  not  doubt  it. 

8835.  Have  you  ever  known  of  a  case  of  a  man  getting  in  while  you 
have  been  on  the  island  ? — Only  once,  and  the  man  was  punished.    I  am 
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F.  s.  cmnpheiL    ^qI^j  ^jj^^t  the  saud  underneath  the  fence  is  scratched  away  and  they  get  in  in 

March  22nd,  1894.   that  Way. 

8836.  Have  they  ever  seen  anyone  get  underneath  ? — No,  but  they  have 
often  observed  the  holes  where  the  stones  and  sand  have  been  taken  away. 

8837.  Have  they  ever  seen  the  women  come  out? — The  womea  are 
reported  continually  as  coming  out. 

8838.  Do  they  order  them  back  again  ? — Yes  ;  but  they  generally  make 
the  excuse  that  they  are  coming  out  to  gather  the  leaves  of  the  castor  oil 
plant  which  grows  about  there  just  outside. 

8839.  Do  they  go  back  ? — I  cannot  say  ;  the  constables  have  not  much 
control  over  them. 

8840.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  female  lepers 
have  often  been  seen  coming  out  of  the  compound  under  the  fence  ? — Yes, 
often. 

8841.  So  that  if  no  children  have  been  born  it  is  more  through  good 
luck  than  want  of  opportunity,  is  it  not  ? — Yes ;  there  is  every  opportunity 
if  they  wish.  One  female  leper  said  that  if  she  had  to  be  kept  on  the  island 
she  might  just  as  well  have  connection  with  every  man. 

8842.  "Was  that  a  coloured  woman  ? — 'Yes. 

8843.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  with  regard  to  the  segregation 
of  the  male  and  female  lepers? — ^The  only  way  is  for  the  Government  to 
make  stringent  regulations.  At  present  I  have  no  control.  Only  the  other 
day  I  spoke  to  one  of  the  male  patients  about  indecency,  and  he  replied — 
"  What  the  has  that  to  do  with  you  "  ;  and  I  could  do  nothing. 

8844.  Ohairman.']  Have  you  no  control  whatever  ? — No,  the  lepers  can 
practically  defy  me,  and  they  do.  The  attendants  do  not  look  after  them  in 
any  way. 

8845.  Have  the  attendants  the  same  feeling  that  you  have,  that  if  they 
tell  the  patients  to  do  anything  they  cannot  enforce  it  ? — The  lepers  have  no 

f respect  for  them. 

8846.  Why  is  that  ? — I  have  heard  that  the  attendants  think  the  lepers 
are  cruelly  treated  and  they  let  them  do  as  they  like,  and  they  say  to  them 
that  the  constables  cannot  force  them. 

8847.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  ? — Yes,  I  have. 

8848.  Can  you  give  the  name  of  any  attendant  ? — Yes ;  Attendant 
*****  said,  "Why  do  you  take  any  notice  of  the  d  constables." 

8849.  Do  you  think  that  such  treatment  on  the  part  of  the  attendants 
tends  to  keep  the  place  in  a  state  of  unrest ,? — Yes.  At  the  time  of  the  two 
outbi'eaks  of  the  lepers  there  was  not  one  attendant  ever  came  near  the  place. 

8850.  Do  you  refer  to  the  time  of  the  meat  disturbance,  and  when  the 
Commission  visited  the  island  ? — Yes. 

8851.  Did  the  attendants  leave  it  entirely  to  the  police  ? — Yes. 

8852.  Did  the  attendants  consider  that  it  was  not  their  duty  ? — Yes, 

8853.  Have  you  no  definite  rules  or  regulations  to  guide  you? — No. 

8854.  Has  anybody  else  ? — No.  If  Dr.  Impey  told  me  to  draw  my 
revolver  I  do  not  think  I  should  be  disposed  to  do  it,  as  he  has  not  authority 

8855.  Dr.  Impey  is  superintendent  of  the  island  and  you  would  be 
bound  to  take  your  orders  from  him,  would  you  not  ? — The  way  things  are 
situated  at  present,  I  would  not  take  orders  from  anybody. 

8856.  Not  from  the  magistrate  ? — Yes. 

8857.  Is  your  office  in  connection  with  the  central  police  authorities  ii 
Cape  Town,  or  do  you  make  any  reports  ? — No ;  I  look  after  the  convict^ 
and  serve  summonses  and  attend  court. 

8858.  Are  you  not  responsible  for  the  discipline  of  the  constables  whd 
act  as  leper  guards  ? — I  do  not  hold  myself  responsible. 

885*9.  Do  you  give  them  orders? — Yes,  but  I  do  not  hold  mysel 
responsiblOybecause  I  do  not  consider  that  I  have  anything  to  do  with  th 
leper  guards. 
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8860.  Have  you  no  instructions  from  anybody  on  that  point? — No,    f.  b.  Campieii. 
none.    My  experience  is  that  there  is  no  discipline,  if  there  was,  things  March  22nd,  i894. 
would  he  managed  all  right,  but  as  it  is:  now,  the  attendants  get  drunk  and 

there  is  no  control. 

8861.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  workmen  drunk  ? — Yes. 

8862.  Between  twelve  and  one  can  anybody  go  to  the  restaurant  and 
get  drink  ? —  They  can  get  one  bottle  of  beer. 

8863.  !Ajid  in  the  evening  ? — They  can  get  as  much  as  they  want. 

8864.  Can  any  attendant  in  the  evening  when  not  on  duty  go  to  the 
restaurant  ? — Yes,  from  seven  to  nine. 

8865.  Can  they  get  any  kind  of  liquor  ? — Yes. 

8866.  As  a  matter  of  fact  is  the  restaurant  attended  every  evening  by 
somebody  or  other  ? — lYes.    I  generally  go  there  myself  after  seven  o'clock. 

8867.  Is  it  a  sort  of  club-house? — Yes.    Everybody  goes  there,  it  is 
the  only  place  on  the  island. 

8868.  Can  any  man  come  in  and  buy  as  much  liquor  as  he  wants 
between  seven  and  nine  in  the  evening  ? — Yes  ;  but  he  must  drink  it  on  the 
premises. 

8869.  And  as  a  consequence  there  is  sometimes  drunkenness,  is  there 
not  ? — Yes. 

8870.  On  those  occasions  have  you  seen  certain  people  drunk  ? — Yes, 
principally  the  workmen. 

8871.  Would  there  be  any  opportunity  for  a  workman  to  bring  a  leper 
patient  a  bottle  of  liquor  ? — Smuggling  does  go  on.  I  think  a  man  could 
leave  the  restaurant  with  a  small  quantity  of  spirits  in  his  pocket  and  give  it 
to  a  leper. 

8872.  Would  he  be  able  to  avoid  the  leper  guard  at  night  ? — Yes  ;  the 
guard  is  quite  inadequate  to  look  after  the  place.  There  are  only  two  guards 
at  night  on  the  male  side,  and  three  at  the  female  compound. 

8873.  Could  they  smuggle  liquor  if  they  wanted  to? — Yes,  very  easily. 
887  i.  Do  you  think  it  is  ever  done  ? — T  cannot  say  for  certain.    I  have 

seen  one  of  the  leper  patients  drunk  two  or  three  times.    I  do  not  know  the 
number  of  his  ward. 

8876.  Dr.  Dodds.l  Do  the  lepers  ever  wander  about  at  night  ? — Yes, 
and  early  in  the  morning.  There  is  no  guard  at  all  at  the  female  leper  com- 
pound from  five  to  six,  they  can  wander  about  then. 

8876.  Why  is  there  no  guard  from  five  to  six? — I  do  not  know. 

8877.  At  what  other  time  is  there  no  guard  on  duty  at  the  female  com- 
pound ? — There  is  no  guard  in  the  day  time. 

8878.  If  the  male  lepers  liked  to  go  there  early  in  the  morning,  say  at 
six  o'clock,  could  they  see  the  women  ? — Yes,  the  women  could  get  out  at  an 
early  hour  easily,  and  they  do  it. 

8879.  On  one  occasion  when  there  was  a  disturbance  a  revolver  was 
drawn,  Avas  it  not ;  were  you  present  ? — Yes.  I  had  my  revolver  in  a  case, 
without  the  strap,  and  I  gave  it  to  one  of  the  constables. 

8880.  Do  you  think  it  is  necessary  to  carry  revolvers  when  you  are  so 
near  the  guard  house  ? — It  is  necessary  in  one  sense.  If  the  leper  patients 
were  all  to  combine  together  our  force  would  be  very  inadequate,  it  is  only 
29  all  told.    The  leper  attendants  never  attempt  to  quiet  the  patients. 

8881.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  batons  would  answer  just  as  well  as 
revolvers  ? — The  men  have  batons,  but  they  are  not  enough,  revolvers  over- 
awe the  patients  more. 

j  8882.  Have  any  instructions  been  given  to  the  men  carrying  revolvers 
as  to  when  they  are  to  use  them,  or  is  it  left  to  their  own  discretion  ? — It  is 
understood  that  they  are  never  to  draw  or  fire  their  revolvers  without  an 
order  Itoqi  an  official. 

8882a.  Who  would  give  the  order? — 1  suppose  the  magistrate  or  tlie 
superintendent,  after  reading  the  Eiot  Act. 


m 


Dr. 

G.  B^iikc.  Dr,  Cr,  B.  Silke  examined. 

March  22nd,  1894.         gggg^  Chairmanr\  You  are  a  medical  practitioner  in  Cape  Town  ?— Yes. 

8884.  Have  you  much  personal  knowledge  of  leprosy  ? — Practically 
none.    I  have  never  had  any  cases  under  full  treatment. 

8885.  With  reference  to  the  alleged  spread  of  the  disease  through 
vaccination,  Dr.  Impey  states  in  one  of  Ms  reports,  "  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact 
that  since  the  introduction  of  the  art  of  vaccination,  leprosy  is  spreading  with 
rapidity,"  and  in  conjunction  with  that  report,  Tebb,  in  his  book  on  the  re- 
crudescence of  Leprosy,  page  211,  quotes  two  cases  of  patients  who  were 
vaccinated,  one  Elizabeth  Hart  and  the  other  Ellen  Waigel.  Are  you  the 
person  mentioned  as  having  vaccinated  Elizabeth  Hart  in  1885,  at  Wynberg? 
— I  attended  a  Mrs  Hart  in  1885  at  Claremont. 

8886.  Would  you  be  able  to  give  us  some  information  about  the  case  : 
do  you  admit  that  you  did  vaccinate  her  ? — I  have  not  the  slightest  recollec- 
tion of  having  vaccinated  any  such  person.  I  have,  however,  carefully  gone 
through  the  whole  list  of  my  patients  for  1885,  including  not  only  those  on 
my  books,  but  those  who  paid  cash  at  the  time  of  consultation,  and  I  fail  to 
find  any  such  case  of  vaccination.  I  may  state  that  I  always  specially  mark 
such  cases  as  being  vaccinations.  My  record  shows  that  I  attended  at  Mr. 
H.  Hart,  Claremont,  on  the  4th,  5th,  and  6th  Is'ovember,  1885,  and  that  the 
first  two  visits  were  to  Mrs.  Hart's  son  Harry  The  third  visit,  though  not 
specially  noted  as  such,  was  probably  to  the  same  patient,  and  was  cer- 
tainly not  a  vaccination.  I  may  further  state  that  I  can  find  very  little  record 
of  having  done  much  vaccination  during  that  year,  and  in  this  my  memory 
bears  me  out. 

8887.  Will  you  state  broadly  the  conditions  under  which  you  generally 
vaccinate ;  what  lymph  did  you  use  in  1885  ? — Humanised  lymph. 

8888.  Was  it  obtained  from  England  ?— No. 

8889.  Did  you  do  much  arm  to  arm  vaccination  ? — Not  very  much. 

8890.  Could  you  state  whether  in  the  case  of  Elizabeth  Hart  you  vacci- 
nated from  arm  to  arm  or  from  lymph  in  a  tube  ? — I  could  not  say.; 
I  do  not  know  if  I  did  vaccinate  her.  I  always  said  that  my  lymph  is 
obtained  from  a  pure  and  healthy  child,  but  I  prefer  calf  lymph. 

8891.  Do  you  use  calf  lymph  now  ? — Mostly. 

8892.  In  1885,  in  the  selection  of  children,  did  you  see  that  that  they 
were  healthy  ? — Yes. 

8893.  Did  you  give  the  preference  to  children  you  knew  something 
about,  the  family  history  and  general  conditions  ? — Distinctly,  except  where 
I  was  occasionally  requested  to  do  otherwise,  I  always  took  the  lymph  from 
white  children  whose  family  I  knew. 

8894.  What  method  do  you  adopt  in  the  process  of  vaccination  ? — My 
method  is  to  vaccinate  in  three  places  by  simple  cross  scratching,  and  drawing 
as  little  blood  as  possible  for  fear  that  the  lymph  might  be  washed  away. 

8895.  In  the  case  of  arm  to  arm  vaccination  what  precautions  do  you 
take  ? — In  all  cases  I  take  great  precautions  in  the  way  of  having  the  lancets 
clean.    My  usual  custom  is  between  each  mark  to  wash  the  lancet  and  dry  it  , 
before  proceeding  to  the  next  mark. 

8896.  Was  that  the  method  you  adopted  in  1885  ? — Yes ;  at  one  time  I 
used  to  make  four  marks. 

8897.  In  1885  were  you  specially  hurried  in  your  vaccination  process 
through  there  being  such  a  demand  on  your  time  ? — My  own  private  opinion 
has  always  been  that  lymph  is  lymph  from  whatever  person  it  comes,  and  if 
you  g«t  pure  lymph  without  blood,  it  is  impossible  to  produce  any  other 
disease  by  vaccination. 

8898.  Might  not  a  globule  of  blood  escape  one's  notice  ? — That  is  possible. 

8899.  In  your  opinion  is  there  a  possibility  of  leprosy  being  inoculablc  y 
— It  is  possible. 
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8900.  Therefore  it  is  an  additional  reason  for  great  carefulness  in  vacoi-     ^  J^%ike. 
nation,  is  it  not  ? — Yes.  — 

8901.  In  your  experience  is  it  not  very  customary  for  people  to  attribute  Marcii22nd,  i894. 
various  complaints  to  vaccination  ? — Yes,  frequently. 

8902.  Did  Dr.  Daubler  or  Dr.  Stubbs  ever  draw  your  attention  to  this 
^ase  ? — Never. 

8903.  Chairman.']  When  the  case  was  drawn  up  for  publication  you  were 
not  consulted  in  any  way,  were  you  ? — Not  in  the  least.  The  first  I  heard  of 
it  was  three  or  four  years  ago  -when  I  heard  somebody  say  that  Dr.  Impey 
had  got  my  name  published. 

8904.  Did  any  of  the  Hart  family  ever  complain  to  you  ? — No.  I  never 
heard  anything. 

8905.  Did  you  do  a  large  amount  of  vaccination  in  1882? — Yes;  that 
was  the  time  pf  the  small-pox  epidemic,  On  looking  through  my  list  for  1882 
I  find  that  on  the  29th  of  August  in  that  year  I  vaccinated  a  Mrs.  Hart,  (at 
my  house  probably),  the  individual  paid  me  cash,  and  I  do  not  know  whether 
I  saw  her  again  ;  I  have  therefore  absolutely  no  knowledge  of  the  case  beyond 
this.  It  is  exceedingly  improbable  that  I  used  adult  lymph,  as  it  has  not 
been  my  custom  to  do  so.    I  cannot  say  whether  I  used  calf  or  human  lymph. 

George  Hare  examined. 

8906.  Chairman.']  Have  you  ever  been  employed  on  Eobben  Island? —     George Eare. 

Yes. 

8907.  How  long  ago  ? — I  left  on  the  22ud  of  March  last  year. 

8908.  How  long  had  you  been  there  ? — Between  five  and  six  months. 

8909.  In  what  capacity  ? — I  was  an  attendant  at  the  lunatic  asylum 
about  two  months,  and  subsequently  I  was  employed  as  ration  man  at  the 
leper  establishment. 

8910.  What  duties  had  you  to  do  in  connection  with  the  latter  post  ? — 
In  the  morning  at  six  o'clock  I  had  to  get  four  or  five  lunatics  and  take  the 
rations  to  the  male  lepers  for  their  breakfast.  I  got  back  about  half  past 
seven  and  at  nine  o'clock  I  took  the  rations  to  the  female  lepers.  On 
Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  I  received  the  lepers,  male  and  female, 
at  the  boat. 

■        8911.  Did  the  lepers  ever  make  any  complaints  to  you  at  any  time  ? — 
None  whatever. 

891 2.  Did  they  ever  complain  of  the  quality  or  the  quantity  of  the 
food  ?— No. 

8913.  Did  they  ever  complain  about  the  drunkenness  of  the  attendants  ? 
— They  never  complained  to  me  as  regards  drunkenness  ;  I  saw  a  good  deal 
of  it. 

8914.  Had  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  any  of  the  attendants  upon 
the  lepers  were  drunk  at  any  time  or  given  to  drinking  habits  ? — ^Yes,  I  have 
seen  it. 

8915.  Have  you  ever  seen  drunk  ? — Never. 

8916.  Have  you  ever  seen  drunk  ? — No ;  I  have  never  seen 

him  drunk,  but  I  have  seen  him  the  worse  for  liquor. 

8917.  On  what  occasion  ? — On  one  or  two  occasions  I  have  seen  him  the 
worse  for  drink. 

8918.  How  recently  ?— Before  I  left. 

8919.  Was  it  during  or  after  working  hours? — During  the  time  he 
I  ought  to  have  been  on  duty, 

8920.  Do  you  recollect  when  it  was  you  last  saw  it  ? — I  cannot  say  the 

exact  date.    It  was  during  the  five  months  I  was  there.    I  never  saw  

drunk  at  any  time.  With  reference  to  the  female  leper  asylum,  Mr.  Pavel 
and  Mrs.  Pavel  were  there  the  whole  time  I  was  on  the  island,  and  I  think 
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GMrgeSare.  "both  of  them  conducted  themselves  very  -well.  I  certainly  think  that  Mr. 
March  22nd,  1894.  Fitch  might  have  looked  a  little  more  after  the  patients. 

8921.  Do  you  still  visit  the  island  occasionally  ? — Yes,  I  go  over  there 
monthly  io  collect  accounts  and  on  business  matters. 

8922.  Who  do  you  collect  accounts  from  ? — From  the  officials,  not  from 
the  patients,  but  vrhen  I  am  over  there  1  generally  take  a  run  round  and  call  on 
those  I  used  to  know  before. 

8923.  Dr.  Doddsr\  What  did  you  leave  the  island  for? — On  my  own 
account.  I  gave  notice  because  there  was  too  much  work  to  do  ;  I  had  not 
even  time  to  get  my  food  properly.  Dr.  Impey  asked  me  if  I  would  like  to 
take  some  other  place  on  the  island,  but  I  preferred  to  leave  at  once.  I 
used  to  take  the  rations  down  to  the  leper  establishment  on  the  trolly. 

8924.  Chairman.']  Did  you  drive  the  trolly  ? — Yes. 

8926.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Were  the  lepers  and  the  lunatics  qpi  the  trolly 
together? — No,  not  together  ;  the  lepers  had  a  trolly  to  themselves.  I  do 
not  want  to  go  against  the  officials,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  care  how  things 
go  on ;  that  is  ray  idea  about  it.  If  there  was  more  restriction  placed  on  the 
attendants  the  island  would  be  conducted  far  better  than  it  is  now.  There 
are  certain  officials — about  four  whom  I  could  name — to  whom  you  must 
almost  go  down  on  your  knees. 

8926.  Chairman.]  Do  you  refer  to  four  members  of  the  present  staff  ? 
—Yes. 

8927.  Are  they  strict  disciplinarians  ? — They  are  not  so  very  strict. 

8928.  Why  do  you  object  to  their  presence  on  the  island :  is  it  not  con- 
ducive to  good  administration? — On  one  occasion  there  was  a  nsw  ward 
opened  in  the  male  asylum  and  we  had  a  dance  and  concert,  and  a  certain 
party  wanted  all  his  own  way,  and  if  you  thwarted  him  you  would  probably 
get  fined. 

8929.  Have  you  anything  to  show  that  his  presence  is  prejudicial  to  the 
good  working  of  the  island  generally  ? — Hci  has  never  done  any  good  there. 

8930.  Had  you  any  business  matters  to  transact  with  him  ? — Yes  ;  any 
business  matters  were  always  settled  satisfactorily. 

8931.  Did  you  ever  see  that  person  drunk  in  business  hours  ? — Not  in 
business  hours. 

8932.  Dr.  Herman.']  In  what  way  do  you  think  the  comfort  of  the  attend- 
ants or  nurses  could  be  increased  ? — I  have  left  the  island  some  time,  but 
when  I  was  there  the  food  was  not  good.  I  could  not  eat  it  and  I  had  to  buy 
food  elsewhere.  I  believe  there  has  been  considerable  improvement  lately, 
not  only  as  regards  cleanliness  but  everything  else.  I  can  see  that  from  my 
casual  visits.  The  attendants  say  they  get  good  food  now  and  are  better  off 
than  ever  they  were. 
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Cape  Town,  Thursday,  March  2 9 1894. 


PRESENT : 

Dr.  Murray  (Chairman), 


Dr.  Hoffman, 

lan, 

Mrs.  M.  Green  examined 


Herman, 


Dr.  Pismer, 
,,  Dodds. 


M^Grtm  Chairman.]  What  appointment  do  you  hold  at  present  on  Eobben 

—  Island  ? — I  am  leper  nurse  at  the  male  wards. 

March  29tii,  1894.         3934^  How  loug  havo  you  held  that  appointment  ?— Eighteen  months. 

8935.  Have  you  held  any  other  appointment  on  Eobben  Island  ? — No. 

8936.  Do  you  act  as  nurse  at  all  the  wards  or  at  the  hospital  ward  ?— 
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At  the  hospital  ward.    I  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  general  wurds. 

8937.  How  many  patients  are  there  in  the  hospital  ward  as  a  rule  ? — 
Fifty.    There  are  two  sections.  ^""^"^  2'*^' 

8938.  Do  you  come  m  contact  with  th^^  lepers  in  the  other  wards  at  all  ? 
— They  come  down  to  me  to  be  treated,  and  I  see  most  of  them  from  time  to 
time. 

8939.  What  treatment  do  they  get  in  the  hospital  ward  ? — It  depends 
upon  the  complaint. 

8940.  You  cany  out  the  instructions  given  ?— Yes. 

8941.  Are  the  names  of  the  patients  entered  in  a  book  and  a  record 
kept  ? — I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

8942.  Have  the  lepers  ever  complained  to  you  at  all  ? — Yes,  very  often, 
principally  about  the  food. 

8943.  Have  you  ever  inspected  the  food  yourself  ? — Yery  often,  and  I 
found  it  not  nicely  cooked. 

8944.  Is  the  quality  good  enough  ? — Yes,  quite. 

8945.  Do  they  complain  of  anything  else  besides  the  food  to  you  ? — 
Their  chief  complaint  is  that  they  want  to  get  away  from  the  island. 

8946.  Do  they  ever  complain  to  you  of  drunkenness  on  the  part  of  the 
male  attendants  ? — No. 

8947.  Have  you  ever  seen  anything  of  that  yourself  ? — I  have  in  times 
past,  but  not  lately. 

8948.  How  long  ago  ? — A  considerable  time  before  Christmas.    I  have 
not  seen  anything  since.    Those  attendants  whom  I  saw  drunk  have  left. 

8949.  Have  you  ever  seen  drunk  ? — I  have  seen  him  once  under 

the  influence  of  drink. 

8960.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? — About  eight  or  nine  months  ago,  not 
since  that  time. 

8961.  Do  the  lepers  ever  complain  to  you  about  the  want  of  clothing  ? — 
Not  about  the  supply  of  clothing  but  about  the  washing  ;  their  things  do  not 
come  regularly.    1  am  speaking  of  the  male  lepers  only. 

8952.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  notice  yourself  whether  that  complaint 
is  true  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  seen  sometimes  the  washing  badly  done. 

8958.  Do  they  complain  to  you  about  the  want  of  clothing? — They  have 
never  complained  of  that. 

8954.  Do  they  complain  about  insufficient  bedding,  blankets  and  so  on  ? 
— No ;  they  have  plenty. 

8955.  Do  they  get  a  sufficient  supply  of  boots  and  so  on,  or  do  they  ever 
complain? — They  have  complained  to  me  sometimes,  but  I  h;i\  u  always  referred 
them  to  the  superintendent. 

8966.  Have  they  ever  complained  that  any  favouritism  goes  on,  that 
some  of  the  patients  gets  things  while  others  do  not  ? — Yes;  they  often  com- 
plain of  that ;  the  coloured  patients  complain  that  the  white  patients  get  more 
than  they  do. 

8957.  Have  either  the  white  or  coloured  patients  complained  among 
themselves  of  favouritism  ? — I  have  not  heard  that. 

8958.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  such  a  thing  is  true  ? — No  ; 
not  the  slightest.    I  think  they  are  all  treated  alike  with  regard  to  clothing. 

8959.  Have  you  been  present  when  visitors  from  the  mainland  have 
come  over  ? — Yes. 

8960.  Have  you  ever  noticed  any  drunkenness  among  the  leper  patients 
after  that  ? — Not  in  my  ward. 

8961.  In  any  of  the  wards  ? — No  ;  I  have  never  seen  any  thing.    I  have 
heard  of  it. 

8962.  Do  you  find  the  lepers  difficult  persons  to  manage  ?  —Not  at  all  ; 
they  are  very  easy  to  manage. 

8963.  Are  they  reasonable  and  amenable  to  persuasion  ? — Yes. 

8964.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Are  you  present  at  meal  times  ? — Not  aways. 
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8965,  Is  it  anybody's  duty  to  be  present  when  meals  are  served  out  ? 
— The  attendants  supervise  the  meals. 
March  29th,  1894.  8966.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  with  a  view  to  increasing  the 
comfort  of  the  lepers  ? — As  far  as  I  can  see  they  are  well  provided  for  ;  the 
food  certainly  might  be  better  cooked  sometimes  than  it  has  been.  I  can 
only  speak  of  the  hospital ;  I  never  go  into  the  other  wards.  I  only  see  the  | 
patients  from  the  other  wards  when  they  come  to  have  their  wounds  dressed  ; 
the  out-patients, 

8967.  If  they  have  any  complaints  would  you  bring  them  before  the 
superintendent's  notice  ? — Yes.  I  generally  see  the  lay  superintendent  when 
they  make  any  complaints.  They  very  often  complain  about  the  clothes  not 
being  properly  washed  ;  it  is  one  of  their  chief  complaints. 

8968.  Do  you  disinfect  your  hands  after  dressing  the  wounds  of  the 
lepers  ? — We  have  carbolic  lotion,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  am  not  care- 
ful in  that  way. 

8969.  Do  you  actually  dress  the  wounds  yourself? — I  have  not  done  it 
lately,  unless  it  was  a  very  bad  case,  and  the  doctor  wished  me  to  do  it. 

8970.  And  even  then  you  are  rather  careless  as  regards  disinfecting  your 
hands  ? — Yes,  I  have  been  very  careless  in  that  respect. 

8971.  Is  there  any  other  suggestion  you  can  make  ? — No,  I  cannot 
think  of  anything,  the  one  complaint  of  the  patients  is  to  get  away  from  the 
island,  they  often  speak  to  me  about  that. 

8972.  Are  they  all  coloured  patients  in  your  ward  ? — No 

8973.  Is  there  no  hospital  for  white  leper  patients? — No. 

8974.  Do  the  patients  object  to  go  into  the  hospital  ward  ? — The  white 
patients  will  not  come  down  there  to  be  dressed  ;  they  will  not  mix  with  the 
coloured  people  at  all.  They  do  not  object  to  going  to  the  hospital  so  much 
as  going  to  a  hospital  that  is  not  exclusively  for  Europeans,  they  would  like  a 
nurse  in  their  ward. 

8975.  Dr.  Hoffman,]  Are  the  whites  mixed  up  with  the  coloured 
patients  ? — No,  they  are  quite  separate.  When  I  went  first  to  the  island 
they  were  mixed  together,  but  since  then  they  have  been  separated. 

8976.  Is  there  complete  separation  between  the  two  races  ? — Yes. 

8977.  Do  you  think  there  is  sufficient  separation  between  the  coloured 
patients  themselves,  some  of  them  are  far  more  respectable  than  others,  are 
they  not  ? — There  is  no  separation. 

8978.  Po  not  you  think  it  is  a  hardship  for  the  more  respectable  class 
of  coloured  patients  to  be  mixed  up  with  the  others  ? — It  would  be  better  if 
they  could  be  classified,  I  think. 

8979.  Do  you  think  you  have  sufficient  accommodtaion  for  the  leper 
patients  ? — Yes,  they  are  not  overcrowded  at  all. 

8980.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  £(n  advantage  to  have  separate 
recreation  rooms  for  the  patients?  —I  think  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing. 

8981.  As  it  is  there  is  very  little  shelter  outside  the  wards  on  hot  or 
windy  days,  is  there  not  ? — Yes  ;  they  have  to  stay  either  in  the  day  room 
or  in  the  ward. 

8982.  Would  it  be  a  good  plan  to  have  smaller  wards  so  that  you  could 
classify  the  patients  better  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

8983.  How  would  you  propose  to  classify  the  patients  more  ? — I  think 
there  are  enough  wards  to  allow  of  classification. 

8984.  Could  you  put  all  the  respectable  patients  in  one  ward  and  those 
who  are  less  so  in  another  ? — Yes  ;  there  are  sufficient  wards  for  that ;  there 
is  plenty  of  room. 

8985.  So  far  as  you  are  personally  concerned,  is  Kobben  Island  a 
healthy  place  ? — I  do  not  find  it  so  myself. 

8986.  Have  you  been  troubled  with  any  special  complaint  ? — Yes ;  last 
winter  I  suffered  from  rheumatic  gout. 

8987.  Do  the  leper  patients  ever  complain  of  that?— Yes,  very  often, 
especially  in  winter. 
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8988.  Were  you  ever  subject  to  rheumatic  gout  on  the  mainland  ?—-  No  ; 
I  never  ha  l  it  till  last  winter  ;  I  first  ^ot  it  on  the  island. 

8989.  Do  you  think  the  glare  of  the  sand  and  the  sun  are  prejudicial  to  ^9*^'  ^^^^ 
the  patients  ? — I  think  so. 

8990.  Do  they  ever  complain  ? — Yes,  they  seem  to  feel  it  very  much. 

8991.  Have  you  ever  noticed  whether  there  are  many  cases  of  chest 
complaint,  bronchitis  and  so  on  among  the  patients? — Yes,  very  many, 

8992  Do  the  patients  who  come  up  from  up  country  complain  to  you  about 
the  changes  of  temperature  ? — Yes,  very  often,  tbey  seem  to  feel  the  sudden 
changes  very  keenly. 

8993.  So  far  as  you  are  personally  concerned  do  you  not  think  Eobben 
Island  is  a  very  barren  spot,  and  that  it  would  be  better  if  there  were  more 
trees  ? — Yes,  that  would  improve  the  place  very  much,  and  make  it  more 
comfortable  for  ereryone. 

8994.  Is  the  life  very  monotonous  there  ? — No  ;  not  at  all,  I  am  quite 
interested  in  the  patients. 

8995.  So  far  as  your  patients  are  concerned  is  it  monotonous  for  them, 
do  you  thiuk? — No,  I  do  not  think  so.  They  seem  to  mix  together  a  good 
deal,  and  they  do  not  seem  lonely  at  all.  Many  of  them  see  their  friends 
from  time  to  time,  but  they  say  if  they  were  on  the  mainland  their  friends 
would  come  oftener,  some  of  them  are  afraid  of  crossing  the  sea. 

8996.  Chairman.'\  Why  is  it  they  wish  tc  leave  the  island  ? — Principally 
because  of  their  friends  not  coming  to  see  them  oftener. 

8997.  Have  you  ever  observed  during  the  time  you  have  been  there 
anything  that  stirs  them  up  to  discontent ;  are  they  more  discontented  after 
the  visits  of  their  friends  ?■ — Yes. 

8998.  Do  you  know  of  their  having  been  asked  to  sign  any  petition  for 
release  ? — Yes,  about  six  months  ago  there  was  a  petition  got  up,  I  believe, 
among  themselves. 

8999.  Were  they  asked  by  anyone  to  sign  it  ? — I  could  not  say. 

9000.  Dr.  Fismer.~\  Are  the  patients  in  the  hospital  subject  to  anj  special 
treatment  ? — Yes. 

9001.  What  do  you  use  ? — It  depends  upon  their  complaint. 

9002.  1  mean  for  the  leprosy  itself? — I  do  not  think  so. 

9003.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  special  treatment  has  been  used  be- 
,fore  ?— No. 

9004.  Dr.  Hoffman.~\  If  you  have  to  give  the  lepers  medicine,  do  you 
use  the  same  spoon  for  two  or  three  patients  ? — We  always^ wash  the  spoon 
after  each  patient  has  used  it. 

9005.  As  to  the  classification,  are  young  children  mixed  up  with  adults  ? 
—Yes. 

9006.  Could  not  an  improvement  be  made  in  that  respect? — Yes,  the 
children  ought  to  be  separated  from  the  men,  who  have  a  bad  influence  upon 
them. 

9007.  Are  you  amply  supplied  with  water  on  the  island  for  all 
purposes? — Yes;  now  we  are;  there  are  pumps,  and  we  get  a  plentiful 
supply  for  drinking,  bathing  and  everything. 

9008.  Do  the  leper  patients  often  have  sea  bathing  ? — Yes,  as  often  as 
they  wish. 

9009.  Do  you  find  that  as  a  rule  the  habits  of  the  lepers  are  cleanly  or 
reverse  ? — Some  of  them  are  very  filthy,  but  there  are  exceptions. 

9010.  Can  you  get  them  all  to  take  regular  ablutions  ? — We  have  great 
culty  sometimes  with  some  of  the  patients. 

9011.  Do  they  complain  much  of  the  coldness  of  ihe  water ;  does  that 
iter  them  ? — Yes,  they  do  not  like  the  cold  water. 

9012.  Does  it  seem  to  you  that  cold  water  affects  them  more  than 
healthy  individuals? — I  do  not  know  about  that.  We  do  not  insist  upon 
those  who  are  very  bad  having  cold  baths ;  they  can  have  warm  baths. 
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9014.  Where  do  you  live? — At  Draper  Street,  Claremont. 

9015.  On  what  point  do  you  wish  to  give  evidence  before  the  Commis- 
sion ? — •!  want  to  know  about  my  wife,  who  is  a  patient  on  Kobben  Island  ini 
the  female  leper  ward. 

9016.  How  long  has  she  been  there  ? — One  year  and  nine  months. 

9017.  How  came  she  to  be  sent  to  the  island? — Dr.  Wright  came  round 
to  examine  the  people,  and  he  saw  my  wife,  and  said  that  she  must  go  to  the, 
island.    That  is  about  two  years  ago. 

9018.  By  whose  order  was  she  sent  to  the  island  ? — I  think  by  order  of 
the  magistrate.  I  was  not  at  home  at  the  time  she  was  taken  away..  I  wae 
in  Cape  Town,  and  did  not  know  they  were  coming.  When  I  got  back  1  met 
a  constable,  who  told  me  that  he  had  taken  my  wife  away.  She  was  at  the 
Old  Somerset  Hospital  about  fifteen  days,  and  I  saw  her  there.  The  authori- 
ties there  told  me  that  she  was  going  to  the  island  as  she  had  leprosy. 

901'^.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  with  regard  to  your  wife  ?- 

No. 

9020.  Is  she  well  treated  on  the  island  ?-— Yes.  I  go  to  see  her.  I  get 
a  free  pass  every  week. 

9021.  Does  she  complain? — Yes,  She  complains  that  she  wants  t( 
come  home. 

9022.  Anything  else  ?— No. 

90ii3.  Doeis  she  complain  about  the  clothing  or  food  or  anything  else  ?- 

No. 

9024.  Does  she  complain  about  the  nurses  or  attendants  ? — No. 

9025.  She  does  not  say  that  they  are  harsh  or  unkind  ? — No,  they  art 
very  kind. 

9026.  Have  you  yourself  as  a  visitor  to  the  island  anything  to  complaii 
of  ? — I  only  want  ray  wife  to  come  home  to  look  after  the  children,  I  canno' 
look  after  them. 

9027.  How  many  children  have  you? — My  wife  has  had  eleven  ;  six  arc 
dead  and  five  living. 

9028.  Dr.  Herman.^  Is  the  behaviour  of  the  other  patients  quiet  and 
orderly  ? — No ;  they  are  indecent  in  their  habits  some  of  them,  and  they  curB< 
and  swear  and  are  quarrelsome. 

9029.  Chairman.^  When  you  visit  the  island  do  you  go  straight  to  th< 
female  wards  ?— Yes ;  when  I  have;  permission.    I  have  to  give  up  a  ticket 

9030.  Do  you  see  any  nurses  or  attendants  there  or  are  you  alone  ?- 
do  not  always  see  anyono. 

9031.  Dr.  Herman.']  Can  you  go  anywhere  you  like  ?-— No. 

9032.  Do  you  ever  stay  over  night  on  the  island  ? — No  ;  but  people  oai 
stay  at  the  minister's  house. 

9033.  Have  you  stayed,  there  ?— No. 

9034.  Do  you  walk  about  the  island  ? — No;  Ititay  with  niy  wife. 

9035.  Chairman.']  When  your  wife  was  living  at  Claremont  did  an; 
other  members  of  the  family  have  leprosy,  your  father  or  mother  or  you' 
wife's  father  or  mother,  or  any  other  relatives  ? — No. 

9036.  How  did  your  wife  contract  the  disease  do  you  think  ? — I  cannoj 

Bay. 

9037.  Were  there  any  other  lepers  living  in  the  same  street  at  Claremont 
— There  was  a  man  living  there  who  is  dead  now  ;  he  lived  opposite  to  us. 

9038.  Did  you  ever  go  into  his  house  and  see  him  as  a  friend  ? — Yes,  \ 
did,  but  I  do  not  think  my  wife  did. 

9039.  Did  she  come  in  contact  with  anyone  who  had  leprosy  ?- — I  can 
not  say. 

9040.  Are  the  children  who  are  alive  healthy  ? — Yes,  you  can  see  thai 
at  any  time. 
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9041.  What  did  the  six  you  have  lost  die  of  ? — Two  died  of  small-pox, 
two  of  fever,  and  one  of  convulsions, 

9042.  What  sort  of  food  do  you  generally  have  in  your  house  ;  do  you 
eat  much  fish  ? — Not  so  much  ;  rice,  meat,  sheep's  trotters,  sheep's  heads, 
and  ordinary  food. 

9043.  You  do  not  eat  a  great  deal  of  salt  fish  ? — No. 

-J  9044.  How  often  do  yoa  have  fish  ? — Once  a  -week  ;  bat  we  do  not  give 
i  to  the  children. 

r'045.  Dr.  Hqfman.']  How  long  is  it  since  you  first  noticed  anything 
wrong  with  your  wife  ? — I  cannot  say  ;  one  of  her  hands  got  crooked. 

"  9046.  You  say  that  a  leper  man  lived  opposite  to  you;  was  there  any- 
thing wrong  with  his  hands  ? — No,  his  face  was  swollen. 

9047.  Did  he  live  long  opposite  you  ? — No. 

9048.  Did  you  often  see  him  ? — Yes. 

9049.  he  a  relative  of  yours  ? — No. 

9050.  Would  you  call  him  a,  friend  ? — No. 

9051.  Are  you  quite  sure  that  your  wife  neves'  went  into  his  house  ? — I 
do  not  think  so. 

9052.  Did  your  wife  borrow  anything  from  the  man  ? — No. 
What  was  the  name  of  the  man  who  lived  opposite  to  you  ? — 


Frikie  Arendsr. 
March  29th,  1894. 


j  9053. 

gBadadien. 
9054. 
9055. 
9056. 


Had  he  got  any  children  ? — Yes  ;  a  lot  of  big  boys. 
Are  any  of  them  ill  ? — No ;  they  are  all  healthy  and  well. 
There  are  none  on  Kobben  Island  ?— No.    His  mother  was 


on 

Robben  Island ;  liis  father,  whose  name  was  Hamodien,  is  dead.  It  is  possi- 
ble my  wife  may  have  gone  to  see  Badadien  when  he  was  sick,  as  they  were 
friendly  and  visited  each  other's  houses. 

9057.  Dr.  Herman.']  How  old  are  your  children  ? — Ttie  eldest  is  nine, 
md  the  youngest  a  year  and  nine  months ;  that  child  was  only  three  months 
old  when  the  mother  was  taken  away. 

9058.  Are  those  children  all  healthy  ? — Yes. 

9059.  Ohamnan.]  How  mauy  years  has  your  wife  been  a  leper  ? — About 
lime  years. 

9060.  Have  any  of  your  wife's  relations  ever  had  leprosy  ? — One  of  her 
orothers  died  of  it  on  the  island. 

9061.  How  long  ago  is  that  ?—  Two  months  ago. 

9062.  Was  he  married? — No. 

9063.  Had  your  wife  a  married  sister  ? — Yes. 

9064.  Are  all  her  children  healthy  ?~Ye8. 

9065.  How  old  are  they  now? — I  cannot  say. 

9066.  Are  there  any  other  relations  showing  symptoms  of  leprosy  ? — 
!fo,  not  that  I  know  of ;  all  the  others  are  quite  sound. 

9067.  Dr.  Ilojman.']  What  kind  of  work  was  your  wife's  brother  en- 
gaged in  ? — He  drove  a  fish  cart. 

9068.  Who  did  he  live  with  ?-  With  his  father,  who  is  still  living. 

9069.  Did  he  live  far  from  you  ? — About  150  yards  off.  My  wife  came 
nto  frequent  contact  with  him  and  his  people. 

Gadea  Fakier  examined. 

I  9070.  Chairman.]  Are  you  a  Malay  ? — Yes. 
1^  9071.  Where  do  you  live  ? — At  Claremont. 
B  9072.  Are  you  a  daughter  of  Slamodien,  a  priest  ? — Yes. 

9073.  Have  you  any  brothers  and  sisters? — Yes;  there  were  fire 
isters,  but  I  never  saw  them,  they  died  when  they  were  small.  I  have 
;  jhree  brothers ;  one  of  them,  Badndien,  is  dead  ;  the  other  two  are  living  and 
ealthy.  They  live  at  Clareinent ;  one  is  nnmed  Mahomet  and  the  other 
lamaldien.  The  first-named  lives  with  me  and  is  a  little  weak  in  his  head, 
^amaldien  is  at  Pretoria. 


Qadea  Fakier. 


t 


496 

Qadea  Folder.  9074.  Have  jou  any  other  relations  alive  ? — One  uncle  and  one  aunt 

M:arc]i^29th,  1894.  on  ffiv  mothor's  side. 

9075.  Do  they  live  at  Claremont  ? — Yes  ;  they  are  quite  well. 

9076.  How  did  your  mother  get  leprosy  ? — I  do  not  know ;  she  suffered 
from  rheumatiem. 

9077.  Did  she  ever  go  among  leprous  people  at  all  in  the  village  ?--"N'o; 
I  do  not  know  how  she  got  the  disease.  When  Dr.  Wright  went  round,  he 
put  my  mother's  name  in  a  book  and  said  he  thought  ehe  was  a  leper.  My 
mother  is  now  on  Kobben  Island.  My  grandmother  is  dead  ;  she  was  very 
old,  but  not  a  leper.  I  do  not  know  what  my  grandfather  died  of ;  he  was 
a  very  old  man. 

9078.  Do  you  know  whether  your  mother's  family  had  leprosy  ? — I  do 
not  think  so. 

9079.  How  was  your  mother  taken  to  the  island? — The  doctor  came  and 
said  she  must  go.  I  begged  him  not  to  send  her  and  promised  him  I  would  keep 
her  in  a  separate  room  and  attend  to  her.  I  understood  him  to  say  it  would 
be  all  right  and  she  need  not  go  as  she  was  so  old.  Afterwards,  however,! 
the  constable  came  and  said  I  must  send  my  mother  away  to  the  island.  Th^ 
policeman  was  very  unkind  and  said  if  she  could  not  walk  they  would  take 
her  in  a  truck  to  the  station.  I  was  alone,  and  got  a  cart  for  which  I  paid 
ten  shillings,  and  she  and  Arend's  wife  went  together  to  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital.    She  stayed  there  a  fortnight  and  was  then  sent  over  to  the  island* 

9080.  Have  you  seen  her  since  she  has  been  on  the  island  ?— Yes ;  I  get  a 
free  pass.    I  see  her  sometimes  twice  a  month ;  my  husband  goes  over  also. 

9081.  Does  your  mother  complain  of  anything  on  the  island  ? — No ; 
the  only  thing  is  she  does  not  like  to  stay  there  ;  there  is  no  one  to  see  after 
her. 

9082.  Does  she  get  enough  to  eat  ? — I  send  food  over  to  her  and  also 
clothes. 

9083.  Do  you  do  her  washing  ? — No  ;  I  send  her  flannel ;  they  will  not 
let  her  clothes  come  away  ;  I  send  money  and  if  she  wants  her  clothes  mended 
she  pays  someone  to  do  it. 

9084.  Does  she  complain  to  you  of  anything  at  all  on  the  island  except 
that  she  wants  to  come  home  ? — No. 

9085.  Does  she  complain  at  all  of  the  nurses? — No,  they  are  very  kind. 

9086.  Does  she  complain  at  all  of  drunkenness  on  the  island  ? — No  ;  she 
only  wants  to  get  home. 

9087.  Does  she  complain  of  fighting  and  quarelling  among  the  other 
patiehts  ? — She  does  not  mind  that ;  she  just  sits  outside  on  the  stoep. 

9088.  What  is  it  you  have  come  here  for  ? — To  ask  if  you  will  let  my 
mother  return  home. 

9089.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  you  any  family  ? — Yes,  I  have  eight  children, 
who  are  all  healthy ;  the  eldest  is  eighteen. 

-  'i 
'  '? 

Michael  Moore  further  examined. 

Michael  Moore'.  9090.  Chairman.']  What  is  your  position  on  Eobben  Island  ? — I  am  over- 

seer in  charge  of  the  convict  station  there.  I  have  charge  of  the  leper  guard 
also. 

9091.  Have  you  any  instructions  to  guide  you  ? — Yes.  ^  ~ 

9092.  From  whom  did  you  receive  them  ? — They  came  from  the  Colonial 
Office. 

9093.  Did  they  define  your  duties  ?---Yes  ;  they  are  signed  by  Dij 
Impey.  ' 

9094.  With  reference  to  the  leper  guards,  what  number  of  men  is  ther< 
connected  with  that  duty  ? — Ten.  There  are  six  for  night  duty  and  tw( 
reliefs.    During  the  day  there  is  one  man  at  the  boundary,  but  that  is  all. 

9096.  How  are  the  reliefs  arranged  ? — A  constable  looks  after  it  anc 
gives  a  report  to  me  in  the  morning. 
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9096.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  recently  with  tlie  men  at  all ;  are  they  JiiehueiMeore. 
Bobor  ? — There  was  a  case  last  week  ;  one  of  the  leper  guards  got  drunk  and  March  29*11, 1894. 
he  was  dismissed  and  left  the  island. 

9097.  How  are  the  guards  inspected  at  night  ? — There  is  no  inspection 
at  night.    I  recommended  to  Mr.  Jones,  the  magistrate,  that  there  should  be. 

9098.  Do  you  think  there  should  be  more  check  upon  them  ?  — Yes.  On 
le  occasion  I  went  down  to  the  female  leper  compound  very  early  in  the 
lorning  and  one  of  the  constables  ran  round  the  fence  evidently  to  warn  the 

l)ther  two.    I  had  him  brought  up. 

9099.  Dr.  Herman.~\  Was  any  enquiry  held  ? — I  brought  the  man  up 
before  the  magistrate  for  leaving  his  post  and  he  was  tried,  but  there  was  not 
evidence  enough  against  him  and  he  got  off ; ,  it  was  the  evidence  of  three 
men  against  tvfo. 

9100.  "Was  your  evidence  taken  ? — Yes. 

9101.  What  date  was  that  ^— About  the  30th  of  ]S"ovember  last,  I  think. 

9102.  Have  you  ever  made  a  night  inspection  at  any  other  time  ? — No  ; 

I  have  quite  enough  to  do  from  early  in  the  morning  till  late  in  the  evening. 

9103.  Chairman.']  Have  you  had  any  oases  of  drunkenness  among  the 
•onstables  ? — ^Yes  ;  several  cases,  and  men  have  been  found  asleep  on  their 
post,  for  which  they  were  fined. 

9104.  Have  you  known  of  drunkenness  on  the  part  of  ? — 

No  ;  I  know  nothing  at  all  about  that.  I  am  at  the  convict  station,  and  I 
keep  to  my  own  work  and  do  not  meddle  or  interfere  with  anybody  or 
anything.  I  do  not  even  go  to  a  dance  if  there  happens  to  be  one.  I  have 
my  family  at  the  station  where  my  quarters  are. 

9105.  Have  any  such  cases  ever  been  reported  to  you? — I  have  heard 

people  on  the  island  speak  of  being  drunk,  but  I  have  never  seen 

it.    A  man  named  used  to  say  so,  but  1  think  there  was  something 

between  them,  and  I  cut  him  on  that  account. 

9106.  Was  this  man  always  finding  faulc? — He  was  always  speaking 
badly  of  . 

9107.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  you  often  seen  ? — Yes.    I  have 

seen  him  passing  up  and  down.    1  have  never  seen  him  drunk,  he  may  have 
been. 

9108.  Chairman.]  Why  do  not  you  join  at  all  in  the  social  life  of  the 
island  ?• — Simply  because  I  have  enough  to  do.  I  have  a  bad  lot  of  convicts 
and  it  takes  me  all  my  time  to  look  after  them.  I  have  had  nearly  a  mutiny 
through  outsiders  interfering  with  me. 

9109.  How  many  convicts  are  there  ? — One  hundred. 

9110.  Are  they  privileged  men  ? — Some  of  them  are  good  conduct  men 
and  some  are  a  bad  lot ;  they  are  behaving  pretty  well  on  the  whole  just 
now. 

9111.  Do  they  scrub  the  floors  in  the  leper  wards?— No,  the  attendants 
do  that.  There  is  no  convict  employed  in  the  wards  except  when  painting 
is  going  on. 

9112.  Do  you  ever  have  any  trouble  with  the  convicts  on  account  of 
their  mixing  with  the  leper  patients  ? — I  established  rules  when  I  went  to 
the  island.  On  one  occasion  when  1  was  in  charge  of  the  sanitary  work  I 
saw  a  convict  in  the  closet  with  a  female  patient,  so  I  got  permission  to  have 
the  latrines  cleaned  out  by  the  convicts  before  the  doors  were  open  in  the 
qiorning.  Before  my  time  1  believe  a  female  lunatic  had  a  child  by  a 
convict :  that  was  six  or  seven  years  ago. 

II  9113.  Could  the  male  patients  get  into  the  female  leper  compound  if 
Piey  wished  ? — Yes,  I  feel  sure  they  could,  but  not  the  convicts. 

9114.  Are  the  leper  guards  under  your  control  ? — Yes.  There  are  three 
constables  at  the  female  leper  compound  at  night.  I  detail  the  guards  for 
duty.  The  other  night  a  constable  was  found  asleep  twic^  at  the  male  leper 
wards,  and  was  brought  up. 

[G.  10.-'94.1  sss 
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mrhaei^oore.  9115.  Df .  Herman?^  Are  the  female  lepers  at  all  incliued  to  solicit  the 

March  29th,  1894.  Hieii  ? — They  are  together  every  day  of  the  week.  A  blanket  or  shawl  is 
spread  out  ou  the  fence  and  the  men  sit  outside  as  close  as  they  can  get  an<l 
the  women  inside. 

911  6.  What  do  they  do  ?— They  talk. 

9117.  Why  do  they  put  up  a  shawl  or  blanket? — It  may  be  to  keep 
off  the  sun  when  it  is  very  hot. 

9118.  Chairman.  \  Who  do  you  make  your  reports  to  ? — Mr.  Jones,  the 
magistrate.    I  have  nothing  to  do  with  anyone  elpe. 

9119.  Do  your  reports  embody  any  occurrence  that  comes  under  your 
notice  ? — Yes,  anything  unusual. 

9120.  Are  your  reports  in  the  office? — I  do  not  know. 

9121.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  What  time  do  th«  guards  come  off  duty  at  the  female 
leper  asylum  ? — At  six  o'clock. 

9122.  Then  after  six  o'clock  there  is  no  one  to  keep  watch  except  the 
matron,  is  there  ? — No,  from  six  to  seven.  There  are  plenty  of  ways  for 
getting  in ;  the  fence  is  sometimes  broken  down. 

9123.  Do  the  male  lepers  go  there  early  in  the  morning  ? — Yes.  They 
go  that  way  when  they  fish. 

9124.  Have  you  ever  known  the  leper  women  to  bathe  unattended  by  a 
nurse  ? — No ;  but  I  have  seen  them  on  the  rooks  unattended. 

9125.  At  what  time  ? — At  all  hours  of  the  day. 

9126.  We  have  been  informed  that  they  never  go  out  unless  they  are 
attended  by  a  nurse  ;  is  that  the  case  ? — I  have  seen  them  unattended.  I 
saw  a  woman  the  other  day  as  far  as  the  white  house,  with  a  little  child  in 
her  arms ;  that  is  where  they  kept  the  old  magazine,  near  the  dog  kennels ; 
it  is  very  near  the  male  asylum. 

9127.  What  was  she  doing  there  ? — She  was  walking  about.  When  I 
got  there  she  turned  back. 

9128.  Have  you  often  seen  leper  women  out  without  a  nurse  ? — Yes. 

9129.  So  that  they  are  not  separated  from  the  men  always,  are  thcsy  ? — 
I  have  seen  no  men  with  them  on  these  occasions. 

9180.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  men  being  with  them  is  there  ?  — 
No  ;  the  men  might  be  there  for  all  I  know  among  the  rocks. 

9131.  Are  the  women  ever  indecent  when  they  are  about? — No. 

9132.  Do  you  understand  Dutch  ? — Very  little,  but  I  know  what  the 
convicts  say.  The  convicts  on  duty  get  twopence  a  day.  I  have  always 
one  of  them  who  lets  me  know  what  is  going  on  ;  they  are  very  well  behaved. 
There  was  one  of  the  women  got  into  trouble  with  a  convict  before  I  went  to 
the  island.  There  was  only  one  constable  on  guard  then,  and  the  fence 
was  not  erected. 

9133.  Did  the  woman  have  a  child  ? — Yes;  that  is  several  years  ago. 

9134.  Is  the  woman  alive  still? — I  think  she  is;  the  child  is  on  the 
island. 

9135.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Does  the  constable  ou  duty  in  the  village  report  to 
you  ? — He  gives  me  a  report  if  anything  unusual  happens. 

9136.  If  there  were  any  cases  of  drunkenness  in  the  streets  would  it  be 
his  duty  to  report  them  to  you  ? — Yes. 

9137.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  you  find  any  particular  difficulty  in  carrying 
out  your  duties  ? — y-o.  I  have  been  pretty  severe  with  the  men  under  me 
and  I  hare  not  much  trouble ;  if  they  do  give  me  trouble  they  go. 

9138.  Are  all  your  suggestions  and  reports  carefully  attended  to  ? — Yes. 

9139.  Does  the  sale  of  liquor  come  under  your  notice  at  all  ? — No.  My 
constables  on  duty  have  permission  to  get  one  bottle  of  beer. 

9140.  Do  they  get  that  during  the  day? — Yes,  a  bottle  of  beer  at  mid- 
day. 

9141.  Can  they  go  to  tlie  restaurant? — When  they  are  off  duty.  They 
can  only  get  a  bottle  of  beer  between  twelve  and  one ;  between  seven  and 
nine  in  the  evening  they  can  get  as  much  as  they  like. 


9142.  Has  that  increased  your  difficulty  at  all  in  dealing  with  these  MichatiMoore. 

men  ?  No.  March  29th,  1894. 

9143.  Do  you  think  at  a  place  like  Eobben  Island  they  ought  to  have 
anything  to  drink  at  all  ? — Why  not  ?  if  they  drink  too  much,  they  should  be 
dismissed. 

j        9144.  Do  you  think  it  is  right  to  sell  liquor  to  men  when  they  have 
I  flbthins^  else  to  do  with  their  money  and  their  time,  are  you  not  placing 
temptations  in  their  way  ? — Men  are  men,  and  the  island  is  like  any  other 
place  in  the  world.    They  have  no  where  else  to  go  to  but  the  restaurant. 

9145.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  a  comfortable  recreation  room 
with  temperance  beverages  and  so  on  ? — They  would  not  patronize  that. 
There  is  a  very  good  reading  room  where  they  can  play  chess,  draughts, 
cards,  and  so  on,  and  there  is  also  a  good  billiard  room. 

9146.  Do  you  make  careful  enquiries  before  you  take  on  men  as  guards? 
{  — Yes.    I  must  have  good  testimonials. 

I        9147.  Can  you  trust  these  men  at  night  ? — I  think  so.    They  get  a 
turn  at  day  duty  till  they  get  into  the  way  of  the  work. 

j  9148.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  better  for  the  pockets  as  well  as 
the  bodies  of  the  men  if  the  sale  of  liquor  were  completely  prohibited  on  the 
island  ? — Very  likely  it  would  be  better  for  their  pockets  as  well  as  their 
health. 

9149.  Have  you  been  in  the  army  ? — Yes. 
[  9150.  In  the  regimental  canteens  can  you  buy  as  much  liquor  as  yon 
like  ? — Yes  ;  but  you  must  not  let  there  be  any  signs  of  drink  on  you,  if  yotl 
do,  you  know  your  doom,  you  are  marched  off  to  the  guard  room.  If  the 
men  on  the  island  knew  that  they  would  be  dismissed  they  would  not  get 
drunk. 

9151.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Are  there  many  cases  of  drunkenness  in  the  village 
not  reported  to  you  ? — I  could  not  say. 

9162.  Dr.  Herman.']  Has  there  never  been  a  constable  on  duty  in  the 
village  before  ? — Ko. 

915?^.  Is  it  likely  that  he  would  arrest  anyone  for  drunkenness? — Yes. 

9164.  Would  he  arrest  one  of  the  officials  ? — Yes.    One  of  the  officials 
was  arrested  the  other  night. 

9165.  One  of  the  superior  officials  ? — The  next  rank  to  it. 

9166.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Has  the  chief  constable  reported  any  case  of  drunken- 
ness on  the  part  of  any  of  the  leper  attendants  within  the  last  two  months  ? 
—  1  do  not  know ;  it  would  be  in  the  report  book. 

9157.  Has  been  reported? — No. 

9168.  Is  it  true  that  he  has  been  drunk  ? — It  might  be  true,  but  I  did 
not  get  any  report. 

9159.  Would  it  have  come  to  your  knowledge  ? — The  chief  constable  may 
aot  have  sent  the  report  to  me  on  account  of  being  an  official ;  he  might 

have  sent  it  to  Dr.  Impey  direct.  i 

9160.  Do  you  know  if  he  reported  it  to  anyone  else  ?— I  do  not. 

9161.  Can  you  make  any  suggestions  in  connection  with  the  guards  ? —  ■ 
There  ought  to  be  two  extra  chief  constables  as  a  check  on  the  men,  and  to 
see  that  they  do  their  duty.  I  am  placed  in  a  very  peculiar  position,  I  have 
charge  of  the  constables,  and  if  there  is  a  disturbance  among  the  lepers  I 
must  turn  out.  About  the  8th  of  February  last  I  had  to  go  in  among  them 
and  take  knobkerries  away  from  several,  that  was  on  the  occasion  of  the 
row  about  the  meat. 

■  9162,  Dr.  Herman.]  How  many  occasions  were  there  when  it  was 
necessary  for  you  to  blow  the  whistle  for  the  constables? — Only  two  ;  one 
was  on  the  day  that  the  Commission  came  over,  on  the  20th  of  February,  and 
before  that  on  the  8th  of  February,  the  time  of  the  meat  riot, 

9163,  Have  there  been  no  other  disturbances? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 
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MiehaeiMoore.  9164.  If  there  was  any  disturbance  the  constables  would  be  called  out, 

March  29th,  i»94.  would  they  not  ? — ^Yes,  the  male  leper  attendants  would  not  attempt  to  restore 
order.  On  the  8th  of  February  there  was  not  one  of  them  there  the  whole 
day. 

9165.  You  think  they  ought  to  be  there  ? — Yes,  if  only  to  pick  out 
the  men  inclined  to  be  troublesome,  but  the  attendants  do  not  co-operate 
with  the  guards ;  they  do  nothing. 

9166.  Do  they  hinder  j'ou  in  any  way  ? — No. 

9167.  Do  they  not  try  to  exercise  their  influence  over  the  lepers? — 
They  say  they  do,  but  they  make  them  discontented  with  their  lot. 

9168.  Who  did  you  hear  that  from  ? — I  have  heard  it  from  more  than 
one.  I  think  I  heard  it  from  the  chief  constable,  but  it  is  only  hearsay 
evidence. 

9169.  Was  there  anything  serious  on  the  occasion  of  the  meat  riot  ? — 
The  men  were  violent,  and  one  of  the  rioters  bit  a  constable  in  his  hand. 

9170.  Did  he  offer  any  resistance  before  you  attempted  to  arrest  him  ?~ 
He  shouted  to  the  others,  "are  you  going  to  let  them  take  me  away."  He 
went  quietly  for  a  little  way  and  then  became  violent  and  threw  himself  on 
the  ground ;  he  said  something  in  Dutch  when  he  was  taken  off,  and  another 
man  took  his  place  as  ringleader. 

9171.  Was  this  man  violent  before  you  arrested  him  ? — Yes.  Dr.  Impey 
told  me  to  arrest  him  and  put  him  in  the  cells ;  he  had  a  stick  in  his  hand. 

9172.  Do  not  the  men  deny  that  they  had  sticks  ? — I  can  prove  that  I 
took  a  stick  from  this  man  and  broke  it,  and  I  also  took  knobkerries  from 
the  other  men  and  threw  them  over  into  Dr.  Impey 's  paddock.  The 
men  afterwards  asked  for  them  and  I  gave  them.  I  also  sent  for  some  leg 
irons.  The  Eev.  Mr.  Watkins  was  speaking  to  the  men  and  he  said  if  they 
saw  the  leg  irons  it  would  only  excite  them  all  the  more,  but  I  replied  that 
it  wan  better  to  let  them  see  that  we  were  prepared  for  all  emergencies.  I 
then  told  the  constable  to  hold  up  the  leg  irons  and  handcuffs  so  that  the  men 
could  see  tliat  we  were  prepared. 

9173.  Did  they  become  excited  after  the  man  was  arrested? — No,  not 
more  than  they  were  before, 

917^.  Did  the  guards  have  firearms? — Yes;  they  always  carry  them. 

9175.  Were  their  revolvers  loaded  ? — That  I  cannot  say  for  certain.  I 
believe  they  were.    All  the  men  were  there  before  I  got  there. 

9176.  Do  you  carry  a  loaded  revolver? — Yes,  but  it  is  in  a  case. 

9177.  Had  the  men  drawn  their  revolvers? — The  first  two  men  had  no 
revolvers  in  their  hands ;  the}^  may  have  been  in  the  cases. 

9178.  Did  not  some  of  the  men  draw  their  revolvers? — One  man  had 
his  revolver  drawn.  A  leper  patient  said  "  He  can  only  shoot  one  of  us,"  so 
the  Hsan  drew  his  revolver  and  blew  his  whistle. 

9179.  Do  you  think  it  is  necessary  to  arm  the  guards  with  revolvers  ? — 
Yes,  for  several  reasons.  The  lepers  are  living  in  the  hope  of  getting  away 
from  the  island,  and  some  of  the  convicts  are  sentenced  for  life,  and  if  they 
combined  together  they  might  get  the  boats  and  escape  to  the  mainland ; 
they  would  think  nothing  of  it.  As  things  are  now  they  are  quiet,  but  after 
a  time,  if  the  lepers  find  they  cannot  leave  the  island,  they  will  give  trouble. 

9180.  Dr.  DoddsJ]  Have  you  heard  them  threaten  to  set  fire  to  the 
buildings  ? — I  have  not. 

9181.  Chairman.']  In  the  present  state  of  affairs,  could  they  set  fire  to 
the  place  do  you  think  ? — There  is  nothing  to  prevent  them  as  a  last  resource, 
if  they  became  desperate  ;  they  live  in  hopes  of  getting  away  from  the  island, 
and  convicts  with  a  life  sentence  would  be  only  too  glad  to  get  to  the 
mainland. 

9182.  How  many  life  sentence  convicts  have  you  ? — That  I  cannot  say. 
It  is  not  because  a  convict  has  ^  life  sentence  that  he  is  a  ba(J  character. 
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Mrs.  Catherine  Wagner  examined.  c.wa'gner. 

0]  83.  ChairmanJ]  Are  you  living  in  Cape  Town  ? — Yes.  March  29th,  i894. 

9184.  Have  you  a  daughter,  Ellen  Waigel  ? — Yes.    My  first  husband's 
name  was  Waigel. 

9185.  When  was  your  daughter  first  taken  ill? — Shortly  after  her 
vaccination. 

9186.  When  was  she  vaccinated  ? — A.t  the  time  the  small-pox  epidemic 
broke  out  at  Olaremont.  ,  She  attended  the  mission  school  there,  and  all  the 
children  were  vaccinated. 

9187.  Who  was  it  vaccinated  her? — I  cannot  say.    The  constable 
fetched  her  from  the  house. 

9188.  How  old  was  she  ?— Twelve. 

9189.  Had  she  ever  been  vaccinated  before? — Yes;  wben  she  was  a 
baby. 

9190.  Do  you  remember  what  year  or  month  it  was  when  she  was  re- 
vaccinated  ? — I  am  not  certain. 

9191.  Was  it  on  the  occasion  when  a  number  of  children  were  vacci- 
nated in  Claremont  by  order  of  the  Government  ? — Yes. 

l>192.  How  soon  after  that  did  she  become  ill  ? — After  the  vaccination 
she  had  a  bad  arm  for  three  months, 

9193.  Did  you  have  any  treatment  at  the  time  or  did  you  show  the  arm 
to  anyone  ? — No.  I  attended  to  her  myself.  I  poulticed  the  arm  and  looked 
after  it. 

9194.  Did  it  gradually  heal  up?— Yes. 

9195.  Was  there  any  abcess  or  sv^ellmg? — Only  a  swelling  and  pain, 
that  is  how  it  commenced.  I  stayed  about  six  months  in  Claremont  and  then 
came  to  town. 

9196.  Did  you  have  any  attendance  in  town? — A.fter  I  came  to  Cape 
Town  she  broke  out  in  blue  blotches  on  her  face,  and  I  had  Dr.  Douglas  for 
her. 

9197.  What  year  was  that  ? — Shortly  after  I  came  to  Cape  Town. 

9198.  Did  Dr.  Douglas  attend  her?~Yes. 

9199.  Did  he  tell  you  what  was  the  matter  with  her  ? — He  gave  me 
some  medicine  and  said  I  had  better  let  her  go  to  the  hospital,  and  she  went 
to  the  JSTew  Somerset  Hospital. 

9200.  How  long  was  she  treated  by  Dr.  Douglas  ? — A  month  or  so. 
After  she  went  to  the  hospital,  wounds  broke  out  and  she  was  taken  in  as  a 
patient.    She  was  for  about  twelve  months  in  the  New  Somerset  Hospital. 

9201.  Did  she  seem  quite  well  then? — Yes,  when  she  came 
out  of  the  hospital,  but  she  was  full  of  marks  on  her  body ;  otherwise  she 
was  quite  well. 

9202.  What  did  they  call  the  complaint  in  the  hospital  ? — They  did  not 
tell  me. 

9203.  Did  they  say  it  was  leprosy  ? — When  she  went  to  the  hospital 
the  second  time  they  said  so. 

9204.  When  did  she  go  the  second  time  ? — She  was  a  good  while  at 
home,  more  than  two  years,  and  she  was  sick  off  and  on .  I  attended  her 
myself  at  first,  and  then  I  took  her  to  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  in  November, 
1889. 

9205.  How  was  she  most  affected  then  ? — In  the  legs.    She  then  went 
to  the  island. 

9206.  Had  you  any  other  children  at  that  time  ? — No  ;  this  was  the 
only  one  then. 

9207.  Was  your  husband  alive  then  ? — Yes, 

9208.  Was  he  always  in  good  health  ? — Yes. 

9209.  What  did  he  die  of? — He  is  not  dead,     I  was  divorced  from 

him, 

9210.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  all  your  other  children  been  healthy  ? — Yes, 
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G  "^agmr  9211.  Had  jour  daughter  many  sores  before  she  went  into  the  hospital? 

—    '      — Yes. 

Mareh  29th,  1894.         921i>.  Had  sho  never  been  ill  before  the  vaccination  or  had  any  disease  ? 
—No. 

9213.  Had  she  had  measles  or  sore  throat  ? — No.  She  was  not  very 
fat,  but  she  was  a  healthy  child. 

9214.  Did  she  suffer  from  rheumatism  ? — No. 

9215.  Ohairman.^  Had  you  many  miscarriages  ? — No.  .  > 

9216.  Dr,  Herman.']  Were  you  born  out  here  ? — Yes. 

9217.  Are  your  father  and  mother  living? — No. 

9218.  Were  they  quite  healthy? — My  mother  died  of  dropsy  and  my 
father  of  old  age. 

9219.  Have  you  many  brothers  or  sisters  ? — I  have  a  brother  in  town  who 
is  quite  well ;  he  lives  in  Bree  Street. 

9220.  Where  did  you  live  when  your  daughter  was  first  takezi  ill  ? — A.t 
Ciareraont,  in  one  of  Mr.  Thomas'  houses,  neai  Hudson's  shop. 

9221.  Did  she  visit  anywhere  ? — No. 

9222.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Did  you  ever  see  any  lepers  before  your  daughter 
was  taken  ill  ? — I  have  seen  many. 

9223.  Did  they  live  near  you,  or  did  you  have  any  conversation  with 
them  at  all  ? — .Jvever  ;  I  have  only  seen  them. 

9224.  Did  you  see  many  at  Claremont  ? — Yes. 

9225.  Were  there  any  living  near  you  ?  -No. 

9226.  Neither  at  Claremont  nor  Cape  Town  ? — No  ;  we  live  in  the 
centre  of  the  town. 

9227.  Dr.  Herman.^  How  long  after  vaccination  did  your  daughter  first 
get  ill  ? — Three  months  after  vaccination  her  arm  got  ulcerated  ;  after  I 
poulticed  it  it  healed,  and  the  fourth  month  she  was  all  right  and  went  to  school; 
then  after  I  came  to  Cape  Town  she  broke  out  in  blotches. 

9228.  Did  her  arm  show  any  other  signs  after  that  ? — No  ;  the  blotches 
were  on  her  faoe^ 

9229.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  any  of  )'0ur  friends  or  relatives  contracted  the 
disease  ? — No. 

9230.  Where  have  you  seen  lepers  ? — On  the  island  and  in  Claremont. 
I  have  seen  leper  men  driving  wood  carts. 

9231.  Have  you  seen  any  keeping  shops  ? — No  ;  but  I  have  seen  persons 
hawking  things  about  the  village. 

9232.  Did  your  daughter  ever  buy  anything  from  them  ? — She  may 
have  done  so. 

9233.  Why  do  you  attribute  your  daughter's  disease  to  vaccination  when 
there  were  so  many  lepers  about  with  whom  she  may  have  come  in  contact  ? 
— My  children  never  used  to  keep  company  with  any  of  the  people  round. 

9234.  Dr.  Herman.']  Might  she  not  have  bought  fruit  or  wood  from 
hawkers  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  I  bought  myself  what  I  wanted. 

9235.  May  she  not  have  bought  sweets  for  instance  ?— No,  She  would 
not  do  that. 

9236.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Why  should  you  blame  vaccination  ? — Because  my 
child  got  sick  after  vaccination.    She  was  quite  healthy  till  then. 

9237.  When  was  yonr  child  first  pronounced  to  be  suffering  from 
leprosy  ? — When  I  brought  her  into  town . 

9238.  The  first  time  she  went  to  the  hospital  did  they  not  say  that  slv^ 
was  leprous  ? — I  was  not  told  what  she  was  suffering  from. 

9239.  Would  they  have  kept  your  child  in  the  hospital  for  nearly  a  year 
if  she  was  a  leper  ?  -I  cannot  say. 

9240.  Did  you  ever  speak  to  the  doctor  who  vaccinated  your  child? — I 
do  not  know  what  doctor  vaccinated  her. 

9241.  When  did  you  first  attribute  it  to  vaccination? — When  the 
g-welling  of  the  arm  began. 
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C.  Wagner. 
March  29tli,  1894. 


9242.  Why  did  you  not  go  to  the  doctor  and  blame  him  ? — I  did  not  see  ^  ^^^^ 
the  doctor  who  vaccinated  the  child. 

9243.  Dr.  Herman.']   /v^ould  you  have  any  difficulty  in  finding  out  who 
the  doctor  was  ? — I  was  not  at  home  the  day  the  child  was  vaccinated. 

9244.  Did  you  not  go  to  the  <ioctor  and  show  him  your  child's  arm  on 
the  seventh  day  after  vaccination  ? — No  ;  the  child  was  sent  for  by  the 
constable.    I  cannot  say  who  vaccinated  her. 

9245.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  other  children  at  the 
school  where  your  daughter  attended  becoming  leprous  ? — No, 

9246.  What  sort  of  children  attended  there  ? — All  sorts  ;  it  was  the 
Kev.  Mr.  Brooke's  school. 

9247.  Dr.  Herman.']  How  is  it  none  of  the  other  children  became 
leprous  ?  —I  cannot  say. 

9248.  Did  the  doctor  at  the  hospital,  know  what  your  daughter  was 
suffering  from,  or  did  not  you  ask  ? — I  did  not  ask. 

9249.  Chairman.  1  Do  you  recollect  what  doctor  had  charge  of  your 
daughter  at  the  New  Somerset  Hospital  ?— Dr.  Parsons  I  think.  There  were 
;wo  or  three  other  doctors  there. 

9250.  Dr.  Herman.']  When  did  it  come  into  your  mind  that  your 
daughter  was  made  ill  through  the  vaccination  ?  —When  I  saw  Dr.  Douglas 
and  took  her  to  the  hospital.  ~ 

9251.  Chairman.']  How  old  was  your  daughter  when  she  was  vaccinated  ? 
-Nine  years  old.    She  was  vacciaated  when  the  small-pox  broke  out  at 

I!laremont, 

9252.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  you  keep  any  servant  ?  - No, 

9253.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Did  your  daughter  play  ab  .ut  much  at  Claremont  ? — 
l^To,  she  was  a  stranger  there.  Her  only  frieuds  were  Mrs.  Thomas'  two 
ittle  girls  ;  she  is  dead  now. 

9264.  Dr.  Herman.]  Was  jour  husband  a  healthy  strong  man  ? — Yes. 
9255.  Is  he  still  alive  ?— Yes. 

l'25fi.  Dr.  Dodds. J  You  say  that  all  classes  of  childr*'!!  atteuded  ttie 
school ;  were  they  all  healthy  and  well  ? — I  cannot  say. 

9:i57.  Were  there  coloure    children  and  children  of  Mnlays  there  ? — 

Yes. 

9258.  You  still  think  that  your  daughter's  illness  was  due  to  vaccina- 
tion ? — I  think  so. 

9259.  Chairman?^  Have  you  ever  known  of  vaccination  causing  other 
diseases  among  children  ? — No. 

9260.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Are  you  an  opponent  of  vaccination? — I  do  not  hold 
much  with  it  after  this. 

9261.  Have  you  been  vaccinated  yourself? — Yes,  when  T  was  young, 
but  I  was  against  it.  As  long  as  people  are  healthy  and  strong  I  don't  see 
that  they  want  vaccination. 

9262.  Did  not  you  feel  angry  with  the  doctor  about  the  vaccination  ? — 
Yes,  but  1  could  not  afford  to  be  continually  getting  advice. 

9263.  You  have  visited  Eobben  Island,  have  you  not  ? — Yes. 
95'64.  Had  you  any  acquaintances  there  besides  your  daughter  ? — No, 

my  daughter  was  the  only  one  I  went  to  see. 
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Henri/  Luhi  examined. 

9265.  Chairman.]  What  are  you?- — A  boatman.  Henry  iubi. 

9266.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Cape  Town. 

9267.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  Eobben  Island  ? — Yes ;  I  have  worked 
ere. 

9268.  In  what  capacity  ? — As  a  boatman. 

9269.  How  long  were  you  there  ? — Over  two  years. 

9270.  How  long  is  it  since  you  left  ? — I  left  three  weeks  ago. 
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Jacuryj^au.  92*7l.  Was  it  your  duty  to  land  passengers  and  cargo  on  the  island  ?— * 

Mareh  foth,  1894.  Ygs,  and  I  did  other  work,  such  as  cleaning  up  and  80  on. 

9272.  Why  did  you  leave  ? — I  gave  notice  to  go  :   I  did  not  like  it  I 
there.    The  paymaster  was  always  out  of  the  way.  was  drunk. 

9273.  Did  you  have  to  wait  for  your  wages  ? — Yes. 

9274.  Eventually  you  got  your  wages,  but  it  was  some  days  late ;  is 
that  what  you  mean  ? — Yes. 

9275.  Have  you  seen  drunk  lately  ? — Yes. 

9276.  How  long  ago  ? — Just  before  I  left.  I  left  on  I9th  February  ;  on 
the  18th  he  was  drunk  at  dinner  time. 

9277.  What  day  were  you  paid  ?— On  the  19th. 

9278.  Have  you  seen  drunk  many  times  ? — Yes  ;  many  times 

in  the  week. 

9279.  Have  any  other  persons  seen  him  drunk  ? — Yes  ;  he  was  stagger- 
ing about  the  place  coming  home  from  the  restaurant. 

9280.  Was  that  the  principal  reason  that  you  left  the  island  because  of 
 's  drunkenness  ? — Yes. 

9281.  Have  you  seen  any  other  persons  drunk  on  the  island  ? — Yes.  I 
had  too  many  masters. 

9282.  Have  you  ever  seen  drunk  ? — Yes.    I  have  seen  him 

drunk  many  times ;  drunk  at  the  boathouse. 

9283.  When  did  you  last  see  him  drunk  ?  —Two  weeks  before  I  came 
away. 

9284.  Was  he  very  drunk  ? — Yes,  too  drunk^to  attend  to  his  duties, 
properly. 

9285.  Where  did  he  go  ? — To  his  own  houst  on  the  trolly  ;  he  could  i 
not  walk.  I 

9286.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Did  Dr.  Impey  or  the  magistrate  «ee  him ? — Yes; 
the  magistrate  \v'as  at  the  office  at  the  time. 

9287.  Chairman.']  What  date  did  this  occur  ?— The  2nd  or  3rd  of  Feb-  i 
ruary  I  think  ;  it  was  on  a  boat  day. 

9288.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  the  lepers  drunk  ? — Yes. 

9289.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  rows  or  disturbances  on  the  island  ? — 
Yes,  any  amount  among  the  workmen ;  they  go  to  the  restaurant  on  Satur- 
day nights  and  then  drink  and  fight. 

9290.  When  is  the  restaurant  open  ? — Any  time. 

929  L.  Could  you  go  in  to  have  a  drink  if  you  paid  for  it  ? — Yes;  any-' 
one  can. 

9292.  How  much  drink  can  a  man  get  ? — As  much  as  he  wants,  at  any 

time. 

9293.  Within  the  last  three  or  four  months  say,  could  a  man  get  as 
much  drink  as  he  wanted  ?—  Yes. 

9294.  Could  a  man  go  there  and  get  a  bottle  of  beor,  a  bottle  of  wine, 
and  a  bottle  of  brandy  ? — Yes  ;  if  he  paid  for  it  the  barman  would  sell  it.  ^ 

9295.  How  long  is  the  restaurant  open  on  Saturdays  ? — Till  nine  or  ten 
o'clock. 

9296.  And  on  other  nights  ? — Till  eight  or  nine  sometimes. 

9297.  Is  that  Avithiu  the  last  month  or  two  ?— AH  the  time  I  was  there 
you  could  go  to  the  bar  any  hour  of  the  day  and  get  what  you  wanted. 

9298.  Could  you  take  liquor  away  with  you  ? — Yes,  if  you  paid  for  it. 

9299.  Dr.  Herman.']  How  do  you  know  all  these  things  ? — T  have  been 
in  the  restaurant  many  times. 

9300.  Have  you  been  in  during  working  hours  ? — Yes.  I  could  ruiBt! 
in  and  have  a  drink  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  if  I  liked. 

9301.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Is  it  not  against  the  rules  to  get  liquor  except  be- 
tween twelve  and  one  and  seven  and  nine  ? — Yes,  those  were  the  orders, 
but  yet  you  could  get  it.  i 

9302.  Dr.  Herman.]  Could  you  take  your  oath  as  to  the  truth  of  thej 
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statement  that  you  could  get  drink  at  any  time  up  to  the  date  you  left  ?  st^tryj^uU. 

 Yes.  March  29th,  1894. 

j        9303.  Are  there  other  witnesses  who  could  prove  that  ? — Yes.  Hans 
I  Carlsen  and  Cornelis  Fanner,  they  both  live  at  Woodstock  ;  they  were  boat- 
men on  the  island. 

!^  9304.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Did  the  magistrate  never  see  you  coming  out  of  the 
festauraut  at  improper  hours? — The  magistrate  never  goes  round  by  the 
restaurant,  like  Dr.  Dixon  used  to.  Dr.  Dixon  went  round  there  twice  a  day. 
I  have  never  seen  the  present  magistrate  go  round  there. 

9305.  Chairman.~\  Did  you  ever  see  any  disturbances  on  the  island 
between  the  attendants  ? — Yes. 

9306.  Have  you  ever  seen  them  quarrelling  or  fighting  at  the  wards  ? — 

Yes. 

9307.  Who  separates  them  ? — Nobody  ;  they  stop  of  themselves. 

9308.  Do  the  male  lepers  ever  fight  ?  —  Yes ;  they  quarrel  and  fight 
with  sticks  and  stones. 

9309.  Does  anyone  stop  that  ? — No.    I  have  not  seen  the  attendants 
stopping  it. 

9310.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  was  a  common  state  of  affairs  when  you 
were  there  ? — Yes. 

9311.  "Were  these  rows  ever  reported  to  the  magistrate  or  the  superin- 
:endent  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  only  know  of  two  charges  that  were  brought 
before  the  magistrate  ;  one  of  the  leper  pntient8  used  a  knife ;  that  was  in 
the  day  time. 

9312.  Was  that  reported  to  the  magistrate? — Yes. 

9313.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Was  the  case  tried  in  open  court? — No;  there  were 
snly  the  two  leper  patients  and  the  magistrate.  Each  of  the  prisoners  got 
'our  days  cells  for  that.  One  day  the  lepers  wanted  to  knock  Dr.  Impey 
"own  and  kill  him ;  that  was  about  five  weeks  before  I  left. 

9314.  What  was  that  about  ? — About  some  bad  meat. 
9316.  Were  the  lepers  very  violent  ? — Yes  ;  they  knocked  Dr.  Impey's 

lat  clean  off ;  they  did  not  throw  him  down  ;  a  couple  of  policemen  interfered 
nd  they  sent  for  Mrs.  Impey,  who  came  down,  and  then  the  lepers  let  him  go. 

9316.  Could  not  the  policemen  let  him  go  ? — One  policeman  was  on  the 
round  and  got  bitten  in  the  hand  by  a  leper. 

9317.  Did  you  see  this  ?— Yes. 

9318.  What  were  you  doing  there  at  the  time  ? — I  was  riding  away  dung 
n  a  cart  down  to  the  beach  and  Dr.  Impey  was  coming  up  from  Murray's  Bay. 

9319.  Chairman.]  Was  it  in  consequence  of  this  unsatisfactory  state  of 
lings  that  you  left  the  island  ? — Yes.  I  was  unhappy  there  and  did  not  like 
o  see  things  go  on  so. 

9320.  Was  there  no  order  there  ? — No. 

9321.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Before  you  went  to  the  island  where  were  you 
<rorking  ? — I  was  working  at  Wynberg  as  a  groom. 

9322.  How  long  were  you  in  that  place  ? — Four  months. 

9323.  And  before  that  where  were  you  ? — I  was  doing  mason's  work. 

9324.  In  whose  service  were  you  at  Wynberg? — In  the  service  of  a 
tfalay  man  who  had  carts  ;  I  drove  them. 

9326.  What  was  the  longest  time  that  you  have  been  with  any  one  person 
a  the  Colony  ? — I  was  with  a  gentleman  in  Bechuanaland  for  three  years  ;  I 
trove  four  horses. 

9326.  What  was  his  name  ? — I  forget.  He  was  a  Jew  and  lives  at 
Limberley  now. 

9327.  Were  you  ever  reported  at  Eobben Island  for  anything? — No. 

9328.  Was  there  never  anything  against  you  ? — No. 


[G  10— '94.]  -  TIT 
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New  Somerset  Hospital,  Tuesday,  April  Srd,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray,  |  Dr.  Herman. 

Henry  Olsen  examined. 

iic:mjj)krn.  9329.  Dr.  Murray.~\  You  are  at  present  a  patieut  in  the  New  Somerseti 

Api-a  3rd,  1894.   Hospital  ? — Yes.  ; 

9330.  Have  you  been  onEobben  Island  ? — Yes,  i  was  there  for  seven- 
teen months. 

9331.  "When  did  you  leave  ? — Oti  the  1st  of  July,  1893,  I  came  into  the 
hospital  witlt  typhoid  fever. 

9332.  Where  did  you  get  it  ? — On  Eobben  Island.  \ 

9333.  Did  you  hold  any  appointment  on  Eobben  Island  ? — I  was  first 
cook  at  the  restaurant  and  afterwards  I  was  at  the  bar. 

9334.  What  hours  was  the  restaurant  open  ? — It  was  supposed  to  b( 
opened  from  seven  to  nine  every  night  and  in  the  day  time  from  twelve  to  one 
but  privileged  people  could  go  in  and  have  a  drink  at  any  time. 

9335.  What  do  you  call  privileged  people? — Persons  like  Mr.  Fitch 
Mr.  Gowerand  the  head  attendants. 

9336.  Did  these  privileged  people  show  you  a  ticket  ? — No,  the  mar 
who  was  at  the  bar  before  me  told  me  the  names  of  those  who  were  privileged 

9337.  Were  there  many  ? — Yes,  a  j<ood  many. 

9338.  In  the  evening  could  anyone  go  to  the  restaurant  ? — Yes, 

9339.  Were  they  allowed  to  take  liquor  away  ? — They  were  not  supposet 
to  do  so. 

9340.  Those  who  came  to  the  restaurant  from  twelve  to  one  what  wen 
they  allowed  to  take  ? — A  bottle  of  beer. 

y341.  And  from  seven  to  nine  could  they  have  any  liquor? — Yes 
anything  they  called  for,  spirits  or  champagne  or  anything  else,  as  long  a 
they  paid  for  it. 

9342.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  the  attendants  drunk  during  workin, 
hours  ? — Yes,  I  have.  I  have  known  the  canteen  to  be  open  till  four  o'clocli 
in  the  morning;  that  was  in  1892,  before  the  magistrate  came;  it  wa 
shameful  the  way  in  which  it  was  carried  on. 

9343.  Since  that  time  have  things  been  altered  ? — Yes,  since  Mr.  Jones 
the  magistrate  went  there. 

9344.  Was  there  much  drunkenness  at  that  time  ? — Yes,  and  fightini 
and  gambling,  and  all  that. 

9345.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  time  in  1892  was  that  ? — In  Septembei 
October,  and  November. 

9346.  Can  you  say  anything  as  to  the  condition  of  things  within  the  la& 
year? — When  I  was  there,  the  canteen  was  kept  open  from  seven  to  ten  i 
the  evening,  and  in  the  day  time  from  twelve  to  one.  i 

9347.  Was  it  ever  open  till  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  you  wei 
there  ? — Yes. 

9348.  What  date  was  that  ?— Up  to  the  end  of  1892.  I 

9349.  Was  there  much  drinkiug  going  on  during  1893  ? — Yes,  a  lot. 

9350.  Among  the  leper  attendants  ? — Yes ;  more  among  them  than  an 
other  class.  I  have  seen  them  in  the  afternoon  drinking  and  gambling  as 
fighting. 

9361.  What  time  in  the  afternoon? — After  three  o'clock.  Perhaps 
man  gets  some  money  from  home ;  then  he  goes  to  Dr.  Impey  and  gets 
ticket,  and  he  and  his  friends  go  to  the  canteen  and  have  drinks. 

9352.  Are  they  allowed  to  do  that  in  the  afternoon  ? — Yes. 

9353.  Up  to  the  date  you  left  ? — Yes.   I  have  seen  them  myself.  1  sa 
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t  the  same  day  that  I  left.    If  the  doctor  gives  a  ticket,  the  barkeeper  has  Semuj)heru 
;o  serve  the  drinks.  April  3rd,  iso4. 

9354.  Who  else  can  give  a  ticket  ? — The  magistrate. 
9356.  Anyone  else  ? — No  one  else.    I  have  seen  Mr.  Gower  give  tickets 
lut  I  do  not  think  he  can  do  it  any  more  now. 


9356.  Dr.  Murray. 

9357.  Dr.  Herman! 


Have  you  seen  -drunk  ? — Yes. 

What  date  was  that  ? — June,  1893. 

9358.  Was  that  frequently  ? — Yes.  I  have  seen  him  when  he  has 
!ome  from  Cape  Town  go  to  the  canteen  and  stop  there  until  four  o'clock  in 
:he  afternoon. 

9359.  What  time  would  he  get  to  the  island  ? — About  eleven  o'clock. 

9360.  Was  it  only  the  days  when  he  came  from  Cape  Town  that  you  saw 
lim  drunk  ? — No  ;  several  times. 

9361.  Have  you  known  him  to  be  drunk  at  any  time  when  he  was  on 
luty  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  seen  him  drunk  in  the  day  time. 

9362.  Have  you  known  him  to  go  to  the  wards  drunk  ? — Yes ;  they 
lave  fetched  him  up. 

9363.  Did  they  carry  him  ?  —Two  men  had  to  lead  him. 

9364.  Which  two  men  ? — I  could  not  say. 

9365.  Were  they  lepers? — No,  attendants.  I  have  seen  him  knock 
he  glasses  all  to  pieces.  I  had  the  Government  club  at  that  time,  and  was 
)fE  duty  in  the  afternoon. 

9366.  What  was  the  Government  club  ? — A  billiard  club. 

9367.  Does  it  exist  still  ?— Yes. 

9368.  Do  they  get  drunk  there  ?— No. 

9369.  Br.  Murray.~\  Who  else  have  you  seen  drunk  ? — I  have  seen 
 drunk. 

9370.  Hiive  you  ever  seen  him  drunk  in  the  day  time  ? — Yes,  in  the 
ianteen  many  times. 

9371.  When  did  you  last  see  him  drunk? — Before  I  left. 

9372.  Was  that  in  business  hours  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  seen  him  all  day  in 
;he  canteen,  and  sometimes  he  did  not  go  to  the  office  at  all. 

9373.  Have  you  seen  him  in  his  office  drunk  ? — No. 

9374.  Have  you  known  the  male  leper  attendants  to  be  drunk  ? — Yes, 
nany  of  them  ;  some  of  them  have  left  now. 

9375.  Have  you  known  any  of  the  female  leper  attendants  to  be  drunk  ? 
No. 

f5376.  Dr.  Herman.']  Where  do  the  females  get  liquor  supplied  to  them? 
—From  the  canteen. 

9377.  Can  they  go  there  and  drink? — No  ;  they  send  a  requisition. 

9378.  Was  there  any  drunkenness  among  the  female  leper  patients  ? — 
Some  of  the  females  were  worse  than  the  men. 

9379.  Dr.  Murray.']  In  June  1893  was  there  much  drunkenness  in  the 
3anteen  at  night  ? — Sometimes  on  Saturday  nights, 

9380.  Did  they  keep  open  late  ? — No  ;  the  canteen  was  closed  at  nine 
'clock. 

9381.  Dr.  Herman.']  Was  it  orderly  or  was  there  much  fighting  going 

n  ? — There  were  disturbances  sometimes.    On  one  occasion  had  a 

fight  with  the  barman,  Mr.  Tappe.    He  did  not  want  to  serve  and 

the  latter  said  he  must  serve  him. 

9382.  Did  you  see  the  fight  ? — No ;  I  was  not  there. 

9383.  Where  were  you  ? — I  was  at  the  club. 

9384.  Is  the  canteen  far  from  the  club  ? — Yes. 

9385.  How  do  you  know  that  they  fought? — The  bar-keeper,  Mr. 

Tappe,  look  before  the  magistrate. 

I       9386.  When  was  that  ?— Between  April  and  July,  1893. 

9387.  Were  the  leper  attendants  frequently  drunk? — Yes,  very  often. 
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Senr^Ohen.  9388.  Did  they  get  liquor  at  the  restaurant  or  anywhere  else? — I  have 

April  3rd»  1894.   kuown  an  attendant  bring  liquor  in  a  portmanteau  from  Cape  Town,  and  he 
got  a  ticket  from  Dr.  Impey  to  pass  it  through  without  being  opened, 

9389.  Why  did  you  leave  the  island? — I  got  typhoid  fever  and  the 
superintendent  gave  me  a  note  to  Dr.  Parsons  to  go  to  the  hospital. 

9390.  D?'.  Murray.']  Were  you  suffering  from  typhoid  fever  when  yon 
left  the  island  ? — Yes.  I  think  I  was  very  badly  treated  because  they  would 
not  take  me  back  again. 

9391.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  you  consider  the  management  on  the  island 
good  ? — I  do  not  consider  it  so  at  all ;  from  what  I  have  seen  it  is  a  disgrace. 

9392.  Is  there  a  policeman  on  duty  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  restau- 
rant ? — No, 

9393.  If  anyone  gets  drunk  or  disorderly  there  what  is  done  ? — He  is 
chucked  out. 

9394.  Is  any  notice  taken  of  it? — No,  unless  it  is  reported. 

9395.  To  whom  is  a  report  made  ? — To  the  medical  superintendent. 
When  I  was  there  there  was  no  magistrate. 

9396.  Are  reports  often  made?— No. 

9397.  Dr.  Murray.]  On  visiting  days  are  visitors  allowed  to  have  drink 
when  they  come  ? — If  they  go  to  the  doctor  and  get  a  ticket.  I  am  speaking 
of  what  it  was  in  June,  1893. 

9398.  Were  there  many  tickets  given  to  people? — Yes. 

9399.  Were  they  obliged  to  drink  it  at  the  restaurant?-- Yes;  they 
must  drink  it  inside. 

9400.  Were  there  many  female  visitors  from  the  mainland  ? — Yes, 
sometimes. 

9401.  Could  they  get  drink  also  ? — Yes. 

9402.  Did  they  ever  do  so  ?— Yes. 

9403.  Were  any  of  them  women  of  immoral  character  who  came  over  ? 
— Yes,  a  lot.    I  have  seen  them  coming  there  and  having  champagne. 

9404.  Who  gave  it  them  ? — A  ticket  was  got  from  the  doctor. 

9405.  Did  any  of  them  stay  there  oyer  night  ? — No. 

9406.  Could  they  walk  about  everywhere  ? — Yes, 

9407.  Did  they  seem  to  have  friends  on  the  island? — Yes,  some  had, 
but  it  is  very  hard  to  say. 

9408.  Dr.  Herman.]  Did  any  of  the  lepers  come  down  to  the  restaurant? 
— They  used  to,  but  it  was  stopped. 

9409.  Did  you  supply  them  with  drink  ? — No. 

9410.  Dr.  Murray.]  Was  there  more  drinking  going  on  on  visiting  days 
than  on  ordinary  days  ? — Yes,  in  the  day  time. 

9411.  Among  the  visitors  or  the  attendants? — Both.  Friends  came 
over  and  went  to  the  doctor  for  a  ticket. 

9412.  Dr.  Herman.]  Did  the  attendants  come  to  the  restaurant  accom- 
panied by  their  friends  from  the  mainland  ? — Yes,  the  friend  presented  the 
ticket,  and  gave  the  drink  to  the  attendant. 

At  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital. 

Mr.  S.  Needham  further  examined, 

s.NeedUm.  9413.  Dr.  Murray.]  Have  you  at  present  any  leper  patients  in  the 

hospital? — There  is  one  male  leper  patient  sent  here  en  route  to  Eobben 
island.  Two  men  who  came  down  from  Eechuanaland  and  one  from  Herschel 
have  been  returned  from  the  island  as  non-lepers  ;  they  are  also  in  the  hos- 
pital at  present.  The  two  men  from  Bechuanaland  came  here  on  the  30th 
of  December,  1893,  the  man  from  Herschel  also  in  December,  1893,  and  the 
other  man  on  the  25th  of  February  this  year.  The  three  returned  from  the 
igland  only  sleep  in  the  leper  ward ;  they  eat  with  the  chronic  sick  patients, 
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Dr.  Cox  further  examined.  Br.jjM. 

AprU  3rd,  1894. 

9414.  Dr  Murray.]  How  came  these  men  to  bo  sen  down  here  from 
Bechuanaland  ? — They  were  sent  down  under  the  authority  of  the  British 
^echuanaland  Government. 

9415.  Did  the  usual  certificates  accompany  them  ? — H'o. 

9416.  Were  there  any  certificates  from  the  Bechuanaland  Government "? 
Yes. 

9417.  "What  sort  of  certificates  do  they  supply  ? — Written  papers  to 
y  they  are  lepers.    I  think  they  came  through  Sir  Graham  Bower.  The 

papers  are  in  the  Colonial  Office  ;  a  medical  certificate  and  a  letter  from  the 
authorities. 

9418.  On  those  conditions  you  received  them  here  ? — They  were  brought 
down  to  the  railway  station  in  Cape  Town  and  as  there  was  a  boat  leaving 
I  sent  them  over  to  the  island,  bnt  I  queried  both  cases,  and  they  were 
returned  as  non-lepers.  I  then  i-eported  the  matter  to  the  Government,  and  I 
was  authorised  to  detain  them  under  syphilitic  treatment  for  the  present.  I 
have  since  informed  the  Government  that  they  are  well  enough  to  be  sent 
back  home,  and  I  am  awaiting  the  necessary  authority. 

9419.  Where  does  the  third  man  come  from? --From  Herschel,  His 
papers  are  all  in  order,  but  he  has  no  other  symptoms  except  the  loss  of  the 
small  toes.  Dr.  Impey  cannot  certify  him  to  be  a  leper,  but  he  would  like 
him  placed  under  observation .    I  am  of  opinion  he  is  not  a  leper. 

9420.  Is  the  fourth  man  a  leper? — We  have  no  certificates  yet;  we 
are  waiting  for  the  Governor's  warrant ;  he  is  a  voluntary  patient,  and  is 
quite  willing  to  go  over  to  the  island. 

9421.  Dr.  Herman.~]  Were  these  men  detained  at  Kobben  Island  ? — 
No,  they  were  sent  back  the  same  day. 

9422.  Why  are  they  kept  in  the  leper  wards  here  ? — We  have  no 
accommodation  for  them,  the  beds  are  all  full  in  the  chronic  sick  wards. 


Rohhen  Island,  Thursday ,  April  6th,  1894. 


Dr.  Herman 
Dodds, 


PEESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  (Chairman), 

Dr.  Fismer, 


Hoffman. 

Nellie  Ross  further  examined. 

9423.  Chairman.']  How  long  have  you  been  a  patient  in  the  female  leper  j^^^,-^  jj^,^. 
ward  ? — A  year  and  six  months.  <  — 

9424.  Where  do  you  come  from  ?— George  Town.  "^p"^ 

9425.  While  you  have  been  here  have  you  had  good  food  generally? — 

No. 

9426.  What  do  you  get  for  breakfast  ? — Coffee  and  bread,  eggs  and  butter. 

9427.  Are  you  a  paying  patient  ? — No. 

9428.  What  do  you  get  for  dinner  ? — Meat  and  vegetables. 

9429.  And  for  supper  ? — Bread  and  coffee. 

9430.  How  are  you  off  for  clothes ;  have  you  got  enough  ?~No ;  not 
nough  in  the  cold  weather. 

9431.  Would  you  like  more  clothes  ? — Yes. 

9432.  Have  you  ever  asked  for  more  clothes  ? — -Yes,  but  they  say  it  is 
not  the  time  to  get  them, 
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miujtcss.  9i33,  Who  do  you  ask  ?— Mrs.  Dill. 

AprU  oth,  1894.  9434.  Have  you  enough  bed  clothing  ? — Yes. 

9436.  Have  you  had  any  medicine  since  you  have  been  here  ? — No. 

9436.  Who  looks  after  you  at  night  ? — No  one. 

9437.  Does  no  one  attend  in  the  ward  at  night  ? — No. 

9438.  Has  anyone  died  since  you  have  been  here? — No. 

9439.  Is  the  ward  quiet  at  night  or  is  there  much  noise  ? — There  is  no' 
disturbance  in  this  ward. 

9440.  Do  you  hear  a  noise  in  the  other  wards  at  night  ? — Ye?. 

9441.  Is  there  any  disturbance  here  in  the  day  ? — No. 

9442.  Who  stops  any  disturbance  if  it  arises  ? — No  one. 

9443.  Does  no  attendant  do  so  ? — No. 

9444.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  the  attendants  drunk  at  night  ? — No; 
not  in  this  ward. 

9445.  Dr.  Hoffman?^  Are  there  often  quarrels  and  disturbances  in  the 
next  ward  ? — Not  often. 

9446.  Dr.  Herman?^  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  you  to  be  taken 
out  in  an  invalid  chair  during  the  day,  as  you  cannot  walk  ? — Yes,  I  would 
like  it  very  much,  I  had  to  keep  my  bed  for  a  year  and  six  months.  One  of 
the  patients  helps  me  if  1  have  to  get  off  the  bed  for  any  purpose.  I  should 
be  very  glad  if  I  could  go  home  to  my  mother.    My  father  is  a  mason. 

9447.  Have  any  irregularities  taken  place  in  the  ward  as 
far  as  you  know  ? — No. 

9448.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  ? — We  have  no  proper  nurses, 
and  one  patient  has  to  help  another.  For  the  last  six  months  I  have  had  to 
pay  to  have  my  washing  done.  I  get  some  coffee  and  sugar  given  to  me  by 
the  priest,  and  1  have  had  to  give  this  to  one  of  the  patient  s  for  doing  my 
washing. 

Anna  Ehlers  examined. 

Anna  Ehlers.  9449.  Chairman. \  How  long  have  you  been  here  ? — Two  years. 

9450.  Where  do  you  come  from?^ — Wittedrift,  the  other  side  of  the 
Knysna. 

9451.  Do  any  of  your  friends  come  to  visit  you  ? — I  see  only  a  few. 
My  son  has  been  here  once  in  two  years ;  he  came  from  the  Knysna  and 
went  back  yesterday. 

9452.  Did  your  son  bring  you  anything  ? — He  could  not  as  he  was  so 
hurried.  He  was  here  on  the  island  twelve  days,  and  slept  at  Mr.  Fitch's 
house  in  an  outside  room. 

9453.  Where  did  he  take  his  meals? — He  brought  some  food  and  eat  it 
at  Mr.  Fitch's  house.  He  came  in  to  see  me  every  day  during  the  twelve 
days.  I  have  been  in  bed  nearly  the  whole  two  years  since  I  came  to  the 
island. 

9454.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  you  seen  any  immorality  going  on  on  the  island? 
— No,  I  do  not  know  about  anything  of  the  kind. 

9455.  Is  the  food  good  ? — Yes.  1  have  no  complaints  to  make,  but  I 
should  like  to  be  at  home  with  my  child. 

9456.  Chairman.]  How  long  have  you  been  a  patient  here  ? —  One  year 
and  seven  months. 

9457.  Where  do  you  come  from  ? —  Cape  Town 

9458.  How  do  you  pass  the  time  ? — I  do  needlework. 

946i'.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  ? — I  want  to  go  home  to  my 
mother  and  father. 

9460.  Do  you  get  sufficient  food? — Yes.  I  get  an  egg  for  breakfast  and 
a  very  little  butter  ;  meat  and  vegetables  for  dinner  and  in  the  evening  dry 
bread  and  coffee. 

9461.  If  you  want  any  assistance  at  night  is  there  anyone  to  help  you  ? 
— Only  one  of  the  other  patients. 
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Gertrude  Regter  examined. 

9462.  Chairman.']  How  long  have  you  been  a  patient  here  ?— A  little 

over  a  year,  April  5tii,  i894. 

9463.  Have  you  anything  to  complain  of  ? — I  want  to  go  home. 

9464.  Have  you  ever  seen  men  come  through  the  fence  round  the  com- 
pound?— 1^0.  It  has  never  happened  since  I  have  been  here.  The  wards 
are  pretty  quiet  and  there  is  not  much  disturbance.  I  have  never  seen  any 
drink  brought  into  the  wards,  nor  do  I  know  of  any  of  the  people  getting 
drunk. 

Nita  Oranje  examined. 

9466.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  complaint  to  make  ? — -I  am  an  old      NUfi  Oranje. 
woman.    My  husband  is  a  patient  in  the  male  leper  ward,  and  I  do  not  like 
to  be  separated  from  him.    I  should  be  glad  to  live  with  him. 

lUrs.  Dill  further  examined. 

9466.  Chairman.    When  you  serve  out  the  dinner,  how  is  the  food  for      Krs.  mi. 
each  patient  apportioned  ? — It  is  just  put  into  the  plates  in  the  kitchen  and 
taken  to  the  day-room.    It  is  not  weighed.    There  is  a  regular  diet  scale. 

94^67.  Have  you  anything  to  complain  about  witli  regard  to  the  kitchen  ? 
— The  only  thing  is  a  new  boiler  is  wanted.  We  have  three,  but  one  is 
broken. 

Leah  Kola  examined. 

9468.  Chairman.]   How  long  have  you  been  a  patient  here  ? — Nine  ^'''"^'^ 
months. 

9469.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  ? — No ;  only  that  I  want  to  go 
home. 

9470.  Do  your  friends  come  to  see  vou  ? — Yes.  Two  of  my  aunts  are 
here  to-day;  they  came  from  Ceres,  and  slept  last  night  in  Mrs.  Dill's 
quarteis.    They  brought  their  own  food. 

'..'471.  Do  you  get  enough  to  eat? — I  do  not  get  enough,  but  I  do  not 
care  about  that ;  my  only  wish  is  to  go  home. 

9472.  Is  there  any  disturbance  in  your  ward  at  night?  —No. 

Louis  Bauer  examined. 

9473.  Chairman.]  Do  you  keep  the  restaurant  on  the  island  at  present  ?  ImiU  Bauer. 
—Yes. 

9474.  How  long  have  you  been  here  ? — Since  the  17th  of  Jauuary 

last. 

9475.  What  hours  are  observed  ? — The  restaurant  isopeu  from  twelve  to  one 
everv  day.  when  the  attendants,  workmen,  and  others  connected  with  the 
island  can  get  one  bottle  of  beer, 

9476.  Can  they  take  it  away  with  them  ? — No  ;  they  must  drink  it  on 
the  premises  ;  nothing  can  be  taken  away  unless  it  is  requisitioned  for. 

9477.  What  hours  in  the  evening  is  the  restaurant  open  ? — From  seven 
to  nine. 

9478.  Can  anyone  come  then  and  drink  ? — Yes,  if  they  are  connected 
with  the  inland. 

1)479.  But  they  cannot  take  anything  away  ? — No  ;  they  have  to  drink 
it  on  the  premises. 

9480.  As  regards  visitors  to  the  island,  cttn  visitors  get  anything  to 
drink  ? — Yes,  if  they  get  a  permit  from  the  doctor. 

9481.  If  a  visitor  stays  on  the  island  over  night  can  he  come  to  the 
restaurant  from  seven  to  nine? — Yes  ;  if  he  has  permission  to  stay  he  can  come 
in  with  a  friend. 

9482.  Is  the  restaurant  closed  now  ? —  Yes,  nobody  can  get  anything  to 
drink  now  at  any  hour  at  all. 
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touis^auer.  'di^Z.  Why  has  it  been  closed  ? — B\-  order  of  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

April  5th,  1894.  9484.  When  was  that  ? — Since  yesterday. 

9485.  Dr.  Herman.~\  What  led  to  that  step  ? — I  could  not  say  what  is 
the  reason.  I  believe  there  was  some  disturbance  with  *  *  *  the 
apothecary,  and  he  was  brought  before  Mr.  Jones  the  magistrate  and  fined. 

9486.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? — Last  week.  There  was  also  somebody 
else  who  was  fined  Ss,,  the  constable  said  he  was  under  the  influence  of 
drink,  but  he  did  not  create  any  disturbance.  He  went  outside  and  the 
liquor  seemed  to  affect  him.  ^ 

9487.  Were  there  any  other  similar  cases  that  led  the  Government  to' 
close  the  restaurant  ? — I  could  not  say. 

9488.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Have  you  often  had  to  refuse  drink  to  persons  ? — 
Not  often. 

9489.  Dr.  Herman.~\  Do  you  supply  liquor  on  the  presentation  of 
tickets  ? — Not  now,  as  the  restaurant  is  closed.  Some  one  sent  a  requisition 
in  this  morning  but  I  could  not  supply  it. 

9490.  Who  owns  the  stock  ? — It  belongs  to  the  Government.  They 
get  Ohlssen's  beer. 

9491.  Do  you  keep  any  books  ? — Yes.  Ginger  ale  and  so  on  are  sold  at 
cost  price,  and  the  intoxicating  drinks  have  to  pay  for  the  others. 

9492.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  a  hardship  to  the  people  on  the 
island  not  to  be  able  to  obtain  liquor  ? — Yes  ;  they  have  no  other  pleasure 
here. 

9493.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  sell  tea  and  coffee? — If  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  drinks  was  stopped,  that  would  have  to  be  tried. 

9494.  What  do  you  reckon  are  the  monthly  returns  at  the  bar  ? — Dur- 
ing March  the  takings  at  the  bar  from  visitors  and  the  stafl[  were  £146  l  /s, 
7 d.  and  £4  1 78.  for  dinners. 

9495.  How  much  of  that  amount  would  be  spent  by  the  staff  ? — I  can- 
not say. 

9496.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Is  there  much  spent  on  spirits  ? — No ;  not  so  much 
as  on  beer.  They  like  a  long  drink  ;  they  may  take  brandy  or  whiskey  for  a 
night  cap  before  they  go  home.    At  dinner  time  they  cannot  get  spirits  at  all. 

9497.  Do  you  think  they  drink  more  here  than  they  would  on  the 
mainland?—  I  am  sure  they  would  drink  more  on  the  mainland. 

9498.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Are  you  paid  by  the  Government  to  conduct  the 
restaurant  ? — Yes.    I  get  my  wages  with  quarters  and  rations. 

9499.  Then  it  does  not  matter  to  you  if  the  place  is  shut  up,  dops  it? — 
No  ;  not  as  long  as  the  Government  gives  me  another  place.  For  my  own 
part  I  think  it  would  be  a  much  better  plan  if  each  person  was  allowed  to 
requisition  for  so  much  liquor,  say  three  times  a  week. 

Sarah  Isaacs  examined. 

Sarah  Isaacs.  9500.  How  long  have  you  been  a  patient  on  the  island? — A  year  and 

nine  months. 

9501.  Where  do  you  come  from  ? — Prom  Kiitiberley. 

9502.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  about  the  island  ? — I  do  not 
like  to  stay  here ;  the  glare  of  the  sun  and  sand  is  bad  for  my  eyes,  and  the 
place  is  too  unhealthy.    I  want  to  go  to  my  parents. 

9503.  Which  ward  do  you  live  at  ? — No.  6  ward. 

9604.  Have  you  sufficient  clothes  ? — Since  I  came  here  I  have  always 
worn  my  own  clothes.    I  have  not  had  any  others. 

9505.  Have  you  asked  i6T  any  ?— No ;  I  was  not  in  want  of  them. 

9506.  With  reference  to  the  attendants,  are  you  well  treated;  if  you  are 
sick  at  night  does  anyone  come  to  you  ?— I  have  never  been  laid  up  in  bed, 
so  I  cannot  say. 

9507.  Is  there  much  noise  or  disturbance  in  your  -ward  at  night  ? — No. 
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9608.  Who  is  the  attendant  in  your  ward  ?— A  patient  named  Maria  Sarahjsaac'^- 

Williams.  April  6th,  1894. 

9509.  Are  there  any  complaints  that  you  wish  to  make  to  the  Commis- 
non  ? — Only  that  I  want  to  go  home. 

9510.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Have  you  ever  made  any  complaint  about  the 
iood  ? — Yes,  it  is  not  well  prepared  ;  the  food  is  good  but  it  is  badly  cooked. 

9511.  Dr.  Herman.]  How  is  the  food  given  out,  can  you  get  as  much 
as  you  want  ? — Yes. 

9512.  Is  the  tea  and  coffee  good  ? — No ;  very  weak. 

9513.  What  do  you  get  for  breakfast  in  the  morning? — At  eight 
;;!)'clock  in  the  morning  I  get  dry  bread,  half  a  loaf,  and  coffee. 

9514.  Do  you  get  any  butter ? — ISTo. 

I      9515.  Nor  eggs? — No;  some  of  the  patients  get  eggs  and  butter  as 
3xtras,  but  not  all. 

I      9516.  What  patients  get  extras  ? — Those  who  are  sick  ;  it  is  by  the 
lioctor's  orders. 

I      9517.  Do  the  patients  make  a  noise  and  quarrel  in  the  wards? — Yes, 
lometimes  the  patients  quarrel  among  themselves,  but  it  is  sooa  over. 

9518.  As  a  rule  are  they  quarrelsome  ?— No. 

9519.  Do  any  of  the  patients  go  out  at  night  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so. 
The  matron  goes  rouMd  every  evening  to  see  that  everyone  is  in  bed. 

9520.  Cannot  they  go  out  afterwards  ? — I  cannot  say.  They  may  do 
10  in  the  other  wards,  but  not  in  No.  6. 

9521.  Do  you  know  of  any  patients  going  out  at  night  ? — No. 

9522.  Do  they  not  go  out  to  the  closet  ? — They  go  into  the  bathroom 
tnd  use  the  utensil  there. 

9523.  Dr.  Fismer.~\  Have  you  a  brother  on  the  island  ? — Yes. 

9524.  Is  he  a  patient  ? — Yes.  He  came  to  the  fence  of  the  female  leper 
lompound  one  afternoon  when  I  was  not  present. 

9525.  What  did  he  come  there  for  ? — To  see  me.  I  was  in  church  at 
;he  time,  and  when  I  came  out  I  heard  that  he  had  been  at  the  fence.  The 
natron  said  he  should  not  come  there.  There  were  others  at  the  fence  also. 
!lly  brother  was  not  the  only  one. 

9526.  What  do  they  do  there?— Talk  to  the  women. 

9527.  Are  they  not  allowed  to  do  that?— The  matron  said  no. 

9528.  Chairman.]  Are  there  any  other  of  the  women  who  have  cora- 
)laints  to  make  ? — I  cannot  say.    I  know  they  want  to  go  home. 

9529.  How  often  do  you  see  your  brother  ? — I  have  not  seen  him  since 
ihe  day  he  was  at  the  fence. 

9530.  Have  you  asked  for  permission  to  do  so  ? — I  got  a  pass  to-day, 
)ut  I  cannot  go  now  till  next  Thursday. 

9531.  Dr.  Herman.]  Are  the  female  patients  allowed  to  visit  the  males? 
-  Yes,  once  a  week  ;  every  Thursday  afternoon  from  2  till  3.30. 

9532.  Chairman.]  Who  gives  you  a  pass  ? — Dr.  Impey.   Dr.  Todd  used 
'p-  do  so  before. 

Job  examined. 

9533.  Chairman.]  Are  you  a  patient  on  the  island  ? — Yes. 

9534.  Where  do  you  come  from  ? — The  Orange  Free  State. 

9535.  How  long  have  you  been  here  ? — Two  years. 

9536.  Are  you  a  teacher  in  the  Dutch  Eeformed  Church  School  on  the 
sland  ?— Yes. 

I     9537.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  ? — I  do  not  like  the  place,  and 
rwant  to  go  home  and  see  my  family. 

9538.  Is  the  food  good? — I  do  not  want  to  make  any  complaints  ;  my 
iieart  is  sore,  and  I  want  to  leave  the  ishmd. 

953y.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  be  segregated  in  the  Free 
State  ? — No  ;  not  as  long  as  I  could  see  my  friends. 

[G.  10— '94.]  TJUTJ 
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P540.  Is  your  health  good  on  the  island  ? — No,     I  never  complained 
April  5th,  1894.   about  my  chest  till  I  came  here. 

9641.  Have  you  been  ill-treated  by  the  attendants? — No.    lam  treated 
well.    One  day  the  meat  was  bad. 

9642.  Have  you  seen  any  drunkenness  on  the  part  of  the  attendants  ? — 
Noj  never. 


Cape  Town,  Monday,  April  9th,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Fismer,  f Acting  Chairman), 

Dr.  Dodds,  ;  Dr.  Herman. 

,,    HofPman.  f 

Mrs.  Wagner  further  examined. 

Mri.  waf/ner.  9543.  Chairman  ~\  Have  you  anything  further  you  wish  to  say  with 

April  9tii,  1894.  reference  to  the  treatment  of  your  daughter  on  the  island  — Yes  ;  she  was 
not  treated  as  she  ought  to  have  been,  and  I  was  told  that  even  when  I  tooki 
her  anything  Mrs.  Pouncey  would  not  allow  her  to  have  it.  i 
9644.  Did  your  daughter  complain  about  the  food  ? — Yes  ;  the  food  she 
said  was  very  scanty.  In  the  morning  she  got  nothing  but  dry  bread  an( 
cofEee. 

9545.  Did  she  complain  about  the  cofEee  ? — Yes ;  she  said  there  was 
hardly  any  sugar  in  it,  and  it  was  very  weak. 

9546.  Did  she  complain  about  the  tea  ? — I  brought  her  tea  over  myself.'' 

9547.  What  did  she  get  for  dinner  ? — The  dinner  was  very  scanty ;  r 
was  mere  rice  and  gravy. 

9548.  Did  she  get  too  little  meat  ? — She  did  not  care  much  for  the  meat, 
but  the  food  generally  was  too  little. 

9649.  Was  the  food  well  prepared  ? — Yes,  pretty  well. 

9650.  Did  you  bring  her  over  food  sometimes  ? — Yes ;  if  I  did  not 
take  it  over  I  sent  it. 

9651.  To  whom  did  you  send  it? — I  sent  it  to  the  female  leper  ward  to; 
the  care  of  Mrs.  Pouncey. 

0552.  Did  not  your  daughter  alw»ys  receive  it? — No. 

956-^.  Dr.  Hoffman. \  You  say  this  was  in  Mrs,  Pouncey's  time  ;  ufter 
Mrs.  Pouncey  left  was  the  treatment  any  better? — Yes;  when  they  hac 
nurses  from  the  patients  they  were  treated  a  little  better  :  they  got  on  better 
with  the  coloured  nurses. 

9554.  Did  your  daughter  complain  to  you  about  her  food  ? — Yes,  several 
times.  I  think  I  have  some  of  her  letters  at  home  asking  me  to  send  her 
things. 

9665.  Did  you  complain  to  the  authorities  at  the  time  ? — No. 

9556.  Did  you  never  mention  it  to  them  ;  not  even  to  Mrs.  Pouncey: 
did  you  never  say  that  your  daughter  did  not  get  things  you  sent  her  ? — No. 
I  mentioned  it  to  nobody, 

9567.  Did  you  yourself  ever  see  the  food  j'^our  daughter  got? — I  was 
there  several  times  whentlie  food  was  served  out  at  twelve  o'clock. 

9558.  Did  you  think  it  was  insufficient? — There  was  very  little  ind'-ed, 
and  it  was  not  cooked  properly,  not  as  patients  should  have  it. 

956''.  Was  there  too  little  meat? — Yes,  and  it  was  not  nicely  cooked,  uoi 
the  vegetables.  Sometimes  the  patients  in  the  ward  where  my  daughter 
was  never  touched  the  food  :  it  was  just  thrown  into  a  box  outside.  I  have 
seen  tlmt  myself. 

9560.  Why  was  that;  was  it  so  badly  cooked? — Yes,  it  was  not  cooked 
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Sufficiently.  Sometimes  there  were  bean,«,  ind  the}'  were  quite  hard,  the  Mrs.Wagner. 
patients  could  not  eat  thr^m.  '  April  9tii,  i894. 

9561.  After  Mrs.  Pouncey's  time  was  ilie  cooking  any  better  ? — It  was 
a  little  better  when  the  coloured  nurses  were  there. 

9562.  Did  they  also  get  better  tea  and  coffee  t — They  did  not  complain 
|aiterMrs.  Pouncey  left. 

i  9563.  Did  your  daughter  complain  of  anything  else  ? — Yes  ;  she  com- 
plained about  the  treatment  of  her  eyes ;  she  got  totally  blind  on  the  island. 
jMrs.  Pouncey  applied  some  powder  and  drops. 

*       9564.  Ohairman,']  Was  your  daughter  under  medical  treatment  and  did 
she  use  the  medicine  prescribed  ? — That  I  cannot  say. 

1       9565.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Did  your  daughter  complain  at  all  about  the 
clothing  ?— No  ;  I  used  to  take  over  clothing  sometimes  myself. 

9566.  Was  she  clothed  wholly  by  you? — No;  partly  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

9567,  She  never  complained  to  you  about  the  clothes  ?-"No. 

9568.  Did  she  complain  about  anything  else  ?— Yes  ;  she  said  that  Mrs. 
Pouncey  gave  her  a  slap  now  and  then. 

9569,  Did  that  ever  happen  after  Mrs.  Pouncey  left  ?— No  ;  not  after 
she  left. 

5970.  Did  she  tell  you  why  she  got  a  slap  ? — She  told  me  she  would  not 
allow  Mrs.  Pounoey  to  put  the  drops  into  her  eyes. 

9571.  Was  that  only  on  one  occasion  ? — Yes. 

9572.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Did  it  leave  any  bruise  ? — No. 

9573.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Did  you  make  any  enquiries  of  the  patients  about 
it? — No;  whatever  my  daughter  told  me  I  kept  to  myself;  I  said  nothing 
to  anybody  about  it. 

9674.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Why  did  you  not  report  it  to  the  doctor  ? — T  did  not 
like  to.  I  koew  my  daughter  was  on  the  island  by  herself,  and  1  was  far 
away  and  I  did  not  like  to  make  any  disturbance.  I  only  pray  to  God  to  take 
my  child  out  of  her  misery  as  she  suffers  so  much. 

9575.  Dr.  Hoffman.]  Did  your  daughter  make  any  other  complaints  ?— 

No. 

9576.  In  speaking  of  the  food  you  said  that  the  quantity  was  insufficient  ? 
I — It  was  not  properly  prepared  for  the  patients.  I  said  I  had  seen  it  thrown 
into  the  boxes. 

9577.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  sending  things  over  for  your  daughter? 
Yes,  very  often. 

9578.  And  are  you  quite  positive  she  did  not  always  get  them  ?---Yes. 
9679.  Did  you  never  make  any  enquiries  as  to  where  the  things  went  to  ? 

-No. 

Mrs.  E.  Pavel  further  examined. 

9580.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  anything  about  drunkenness  on  the  E^ptvei. 
island?" -I  once  saw  drunk  in  the  female  leper  ward. 

9581.  When  was  that  ?-  In  June,  1892. 

9582.  What  was  he  doing  there  ? — He  came  in  to  take  the  names  of 
patients. 

9583.  Have  y  ou  seen  anyone  else  drunk  besides  ?— No,  but  I 

tave  heard  of  cases. 

9584.  Have  you  heard  the  male  patients  complain  that  they  did  not  get 
'  sufficient  food  ? — Yes  ;  they  very  often  came  complaining. 

j       9585.  Can  you  give  us  the  names  of  any  of  them  ? — The  female  patients 
fold  mo  their  names  at  the  time,  but  I  forgot  them. 

9686.  Did  you  give  them  food? — The  female  patients  did. 
I       9587.  Had  the  female  patients  sufficient  to  give  some   away  ?— Yes, 
|»nd  they  bought  things  out  of  their  own  money  for  the  male  patients, 
i       9588.  You  are  not  able  to  give  us  the  names  of  the  male  lepers 
«vho  came  to  the  female  ward  asking  for  food  ? — No,  I  forget  them. 
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E^Pavei  9589.  Dr.  Hoffman.}  Did  you  make  an}^  complaint  at  the  time  to 

—   '       your  superiors  to  the  effect  that  these  men  did  not  get  enough  food 
April  9tii,  i8»4.    _Ygg  .  I  gpoijg      j)^  Impcy. 

9590.  Did  you  do  so  on  more  than  one  occasion? — Yes,  more  than 
once.    When  he  came  to  the  wards  I  told  him  whatever  happened. 

9591.  Did  you  mention  to  Dr.  Impey  the  names  of  those  who  com- 
plained ? — Yes. 

9592.  When  was  that  ? — At  different  times. 

9593.  Did  the  women  also  complain  that  they  did  not  get  sufficient 
food?— No. 

9594.  Chairman.~\  I  understand  that  generally  the  women  gave  the  me: 
food  that  they  bought  ? — Yes. 

9595.  Where  did  they  buy  it  ? — Mr.  Fitch  kept  a  store  where  he  sol 
tea,  coffee,  bread,  ginger-beer,  and  other  things  as  the  patients  told  me. 

9596.  Did  he  sell  meat  ? — The  patients  said  that  they  could  get  almosfe 
everything  they  wanted. 

9597.  Dr.  Hoffman.  \  Did  Mr.  Fitch  sell  these  things  for  his  own  profit 
or  for  the  profit  of  the  Government  ? — It  was  his  private  store,  as  far  as  I 
know. 

9598.  Chairmanr^  Do  you  remember  any  particular  case  of  a  male  leper 
coming  to  the  female  ward? — Yes;  once  an  old  man  came  and  he  fell  down 
and  fainted.  He  told  me  he  had  had  no  food  for  two  days.  His  wife  was 
in  the  female  ward. 

S599.  Can  you  give  his  name  ? — His  wife's  name  is  Oranje, 

9600.  Is  he  still  alive  ? — I  do  not  know. 

9601.  Dr.  Dodds."]  Can  you  find  out  his  name? — His  wife  was  in  wan 
No.  6. 

9602.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  How  is  it  the  men  complained  about  the  food  am 
not  the  women  ? — The  women  had  everything  very  nice  ;  sometimes  mor< 
than  they  wanted  and  could  not  eat  all. 

9603.  You  never  found  the  food  insufficient  for  the  women? — .No  * 

9604.  Who  gave  out  the  food  at  that  time  in  the  female  leper  ward? — 
I  was  present  when  it  was  given  out :  the  cooks  and  nurses  assisted  in  givingj 
out  the  meat  and  vegetables,  &c. 

9605.  Was  the  food  weighed  out  beforehand? — Yes;  I  often  weighed 
the  rations  when  they  arrived  and  1  found  sometimes  that  there  was  not  enou 
meat,  and  I  reported  the  matter  to  Dr.  Impey,  who  always  gave  orders  to 
send  what  was  wanted. 

96u6.  Who  superintended  the  giving  out  of  the  male  lepers'  food  at  that 
time? — I  do  not  know. 

9607.  Chairman.]  Have  you  anything  to  say  about  dagga  smoking? — 
There  was  a  very  strict  order  after  I  went  to  the  island  against  smoking 
dagga,  as  it  made  the  patients  half  mad.  Dr.  Todd  sent  down  a  tin  of  dagga. 

9608.  Was  it  used  in  the  wards  ? — No  ;  I  kept  it  in  my  office. 

9609.  For  what  purpose  did  Dr.  Todd  send  it? — He  said  it  was  for  the 
patients.   I  told  him  there  were  strict  orders  for  it  not  to  be  used. 

9610.  Did  he  prescribe  it  to  be  smoked  ? — Yes  ;  he  said  it  was  good  for 
the  patients.    I  sent  it  back  to  Dr.  Impey. 

9611.  Did  you  hear  anything  about  it  afterwards? — No;  the  dagga 
was  entered  in  the  medical  prescription  book. 

9612.  Do  you  know  whether  dagga  was  ever  smoked  in  the  wards  ?— j 
Yes,  when  I  first  went  to  the  island ;  and  then  the  patients  in  the  fem^; 
wards  used  to  fight. 

9613.  Was  it  used  a  great  deal  ? — Yes;  sometimes  the  visitors  brougW 
it  over  and  then  strict  orders  were  given  against  smoking  dagga. 

9614.  What  class  of  patients  smoked  dagga  mostly  ? — The  Kafirs. 

9615.  Are  you  aware  that  they  are  accustomed  to  smoke  it  in  their  o 
country  ? — Some  do,  not  all ;  they  know  it  will  do  them  harm,  and  amo; 
the  Zulus  an  habitual  dagga  smoker  is  not  respected,  for  he  is  a  nuisance 
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9616.  Dr.  Dodds7\  Who  took  away  the  dead  bodies  from  the  female  js.plrd. 
leper  wards  ? — The  lunatics  used  to  do  so  and  subsequently  the  male  lepers.  — 

9617.  Were  the  male  lepers  alone  or  in  charge  of  an  attendant? —  Apni  oth,  i89t. 
They  came  mostly  alone,  very  seldom  with  an  attendant. 

9618.  What  did  they  do  with  the  dead  bodies  before  burial? — I 
hink  they  wore  put  in  a  little  room. 

9619.  Was  the  practice  of  employing  lunatics  for  that  purpose  dis- 
continued before  you  left  ? — Yes. 

9620.  Ghairman.~\  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  where  leper  men  have 
visited  the  female  wards  during  the  night  ? — Only  once. 

9621.  When  did  that  happen  ? — Two  days  before  I  left.  If  the  super- 
vision at  the  male  wards  at  night  was  better,  the  men  could  not  have  left 
without  being  noticed.  Dr.  Todd  used  to  give  many  passes  to  male  lepers 
to  see  women  in  the  compound  who  were  not  relatives  and  this  also  led  to 
irregularities  of  this  kind. 

9622.  Dr.  Hofman.~\  Did  you  ever  complain  about  that  ? — Yes,  to 
Dr.  Impey. 

96113.  Chairman,.']  Was  there  ever  a  threat  made  to  set  fire  to  Dr. 
Impey's  house  ? — 'The  leper  men  told  it  to  the  females  and  they  told 
me.    They  said  the  men  would  take  the  boats  afterwards  and  get  away. 

9624.  From  whom  did  you  hear  this  ? — From  the  women. 

9625.  Can  you  give  us  the  names  of  the  men  ? — It  was  the  general 
talk,  the  male  patients  said  the  same  to  the  Eev.  Mr.  Dreyer  who  perhaps 
remembers  them. 

Mrs.  L.  Jansen  examined. 

9626.  Chairman.']  Where  did  you  live  ?— In  Cape  Town.  ^  ^ame» 

9627.  Have  you  been  over  to  Eobben  Island  lately  ? — Yes. 

9628.  For  what  purpose?— -To  see  Augusta  Kegensburg,  who  said  that 
she  was  treated  badly.  I  went  over  last  Wednesday  as  I  heard  she  was  ill. 
At  dinner  time  she  asked  for  some  soup  and  there  was  not  any  for  her.  She 
was  very  bad  and  could  not  eat  the  ordinary  food.  Thev;;  was  a  male  visitor 
there  w  fo  had  dinner  and  when  he  went  away  he  got  a  cuj)  of  tea. 

9629.  Is  Augusta  Regensburg  confined  to  her  bed  ?- -No ;  but  she  is 
very  ill. 

9630.  Did  she  ask  for  some  soup  ?— Yes. 

9631.  Did  the  others  patients  get  soup  that  day  ?— I  cannot  say.    I  did 
not  see  any  about. 

9632.  What  did  she  get  to  eat? — Nothing;  she  could  not  take  the 
ordinary  food  and  she  told  me  that  she  was  treatedly  very  badly,  but  she  was 
frightened  to  tell  anyone. 

9633.  Did  she  not  make  a  complaint  to  anyone  ?— No ;  she  did  not  like 
to  complain  except  to  me. 

9634.  Does  her  mother  go  over  to  the  island  ?--Yes,  regularly  every 
week.    If  her  mother  does  not  go  her  father  goes  to  see  her. 

9635.  Dr.  HofmanA  Did  Augusta  Regensburg  make  any  special  com- 
plaint to  you  ?— She  complained  that  she  was  treated  \ery  badly.     Her  face 
was  very  bad,  and  it  was  not  washed  properly.    She  could  not  help  herself,  ^ 
and  they  were  rough  with  her. 

9636.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  nurse  who  was  rough  ? — No,  she 
did  not  say. 

9d37.  Did  anyone  else  complain  ? — I  did  not  visit  anyone  else.  She 
told  me  that  she  was  treated  better  when  Mrs.  Pa^  el  was  there. 

9638.  Do  you  know  Mrs.  Pavel  at  all? — I  have  seen  her  on  the  island. 
The  place  was  much  better  in  her  time. 

9639.  Have  you  seen  Mrs.  Pavel  since  she  left  the  inland?- -Yes  ;  but 
not  often. 

9640.  Did  Augusta  Regensburg  ask  you  to  lay  her  complaint  beforj  the 
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L^m'ien       Commission  ? — No;  I  came  ol  my  own  free  will.    I  saw  a  notice  in  tlie 
— '  newspapers,  inviting  anyone  to  come  lorvvard  uud  give  evidence. 

April  9th,  1894.  gg^^j^^  j)-^        p^^^j  ^j^^^  ^^^^       ncwspaper  ?— No,  I  get  it  myself. 

9642.  Did  Mrs.  Pavel  over  speak  to  you  about  the  matter  ? — ^No. 
ij643.  Have  you  been  in  the  female  leper  wards  at  dinner  time  ?— Yes. 

9644.  When  did  you  see  Mrs.  Pavel  last,  before  this  morning? — 
About  twelve  months  ago  when  I  went  to  the  island. 

9645.  Bid  Augusta  R--:gei!sburg  tell  you  about  the  treatment  she  got  when 
Mrs.  Pavel  was  on  the  island  ?— -Yes  ;  she  said  she  was  treated  very  well 
when  Mrs.  Pavel  was  there,  and  was  looked  after  better. 

9646.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Pavel  at  all  ?— I  know  him  by  sight.  I  never 
spoke  to  him. 

9647.  Have  you  never  met  him  since  he  left  tl.e  island  ? — No. 

9648.  Have  you  been  in  the  wards  at  dinner  time  ?— Yes. 

9649.  Have  you  seen  visitors  there  then? — Yes;  a  sou  of  one  of  the 
female  lepers  had  his  dinner  there. 

9650.  Do  you  know  the  name? — No;  he  took  his  dinner  at  the  same 
table  and  eat  the  same  food. 

9651.  Do  you  know  whether  he  stayed  over  night  ?— I  cannot  say. 

9652.  Dr.  Herman.']  When  did  you  see  Mr.  Pavel  last  ?— On  the  island. 
):^653.  Did  you  write  to  the  Commission,  saying  that  you  wanted  to  give 

evidence  ?— Yes. 

^654.  Was  the  letter  in  your  own  handwriting  ?— Yes. 

9655.  It  was  not  merely  signed  by  you?— No,  I  wrote  it  myself. 

[Upon  an  examination  of  the  letter  it  appeared  that  it  was  evidently 
not  in  the  handwriting  of  the  witness,  but  that  she  had  merely  signed  it.] 

Mrs.  Johanna  Regenshurg  examined. 

/  Jt^rby  9656.  Br.  Hofmaii.']  Do  you  reside  in  Cape  Town  ? — Yes. 

egcHi,  log.  9657.  H»ve  you  a  daughter  Augusta  Eegensburg  who  is  a  leper  patient 

on  Robben  Island  ? — Yes. 

9658.  How  long  ago  is  it  since  she  went  there? — About  a  year  and  a 
half  ago. 

9659.  Has  she  ever  complained  to  you  about  the  treatment  on  the 
island  ? — Yes. 

9660.  Does  she  say  she  is  badl^r  treated  ? — She  complains  that  they  do 
not  keep  her  clean,  and  she  is  not  able  to  clean  herself. 

9661.  Can  she  use  her  hands  ? — Yes,  but  not  her  legs.  The  washing  is 
not  well  done  she  sa3^s. 

9662.  Has  she  ever  complained  to  you  about  the  food? — Yes,  she  can- 
not eat  the  food  they  give  her,  her  tongue  is  so  sore. 

P663.  Does  she  complain  of  the  food  itself  ? — She  eats  very  little  as  she 
is  very  weak. 

9664.  Would  not  she  eat  very  little  if  she  were  at  homo  ? — I  should 
give  her  belter  food. 

9665.  Doi's  the  matron,  Mrs.  Dill,  do  her  duty  ?— She  does  not  do  it  as 
well  as  Mrs.  Pavel  did,  she  was  a  very  clean  woman. 

9666.  Is  Mrs  Dill  kind  to  your  daughter? — Yes,  when  I  have  been 
there.  My  daii,tj,'hter  said  that  one  of  the  matrons  who  has  left  now  was  drunk 
in  the  ward.  My  daughter  is  frightened  to  tell  anythi  ig  lest  she  should  get 
badly  treated ;  if  Mrs.  Pavel  was  there  she  would  be  treated  better,  she  never 
complained  in  Mrs.  Pavel's  time, 

9667.  I  suppose  your  daughter  tells  you  things,  does  she  not?— Yes. 

9668.  Do  you  ever  inform  the  authorities  ? — No  ;  a  long  time  ago  I 
wrote  t'»  the  Colonial  Office  about  the  treatment. 

9669.  Can  you  say  when  that  was  ? — No. 

9670.  Do  you  know  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pavel  well  ? — No. 
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9671.  When  did  you  see  them  last  ?— A  long  time  ago.  j  jf,^^;^,,,,^ 

P672.  How  long  ago  before  to-day  ? — I  have  seen  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pavel  ~ 
once  or  twice  since  they  left  the  island.    It  must  be  six  or  seven  months  ago.  '^^"^ 

9673.  Do  you  see  Mr.  Pavel  ?— Is"o. 

9674.  Bas'  he  called  upon  you  lately  to  ask  you  about  your  daughter  ? — 

No, 

9676.  Did  he  write  a  letter  for  you  ? — Yes. 

9676.  Do  you  know  Mrs.  Jansen  ? — Yes  ;  she  lives  in  the  same  house 
with  me. 

9677.  Did  she  go  with  you  when  Mr.  Pavel  wrote  the  letter  for  you  ? — 

No. 

9678.  Did  Mr.  Pavel  come  to  your  house  to  see  Mrs.  Jansen  ? — No  ;  I 
cannot  write  ;  that  is  why  I  asked  Mr.  Pavel.  * 

9679.  Who  wrote  the  letter  which   you    have   addressed    to  the 
Commission  ? — Mr,  Pavel. 

9680;  Did  you  see  him  write  it  '? — Yes  ;  in  his  own  house. 

9681.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  wrote  a  letter  for  Mrs.  Jansen  ? — 

No. 

9682.  Do  you  see  the  Pavels  often  ? — No. 

9683.  How  long  ago  did  he  write  the  letter'?— Not  long  ago  ;  the  week 
before  last  I  begged  of  him  to  write;  the  letter.  He  met  me  in  the  street  and 
I  spoke  to  him. 

9684.  Have  you  any  further  complaint  to  make? — I  want  to  get  my 
daughter  home. 

9686,  Do  you  know  whether  any  immoral  acts  are  committed  on  the 
island  ? — No. 

9686.  Dr.  Herman.^  Do  you  pay  frequent  visits  to  the  island  1o  see 
your  daughter  ? — Yes, 

9687.  When  were  yon  there  last  ? — On  Monday. 

9688.  Did  you  remain  long  : — I  came  back  with  the  steamer. 

968Q.  Do  you  look  about  you  well  while  you  are  on  the  island? — I  sit 
by  my  daughter, 

9690.  Can  you  see  what  takes  place  in  the  ward  ? — Yes. 

9691.  Do  you  ever  see  men  about  there  ? — Once  I  did.  The  last  time 
I  was  there  1  saw  a  leper  man  and  woman  sitting  by  the  window  kissing  each 
other. 

9692.  Is  the  ward  quiet  and  orderly? — Not  so  much  so  as  in  Mrs. 
Pavel's  time, 

9693.  But  y  n  have  seen  no  acts  of  immorality,  have  you? — No. 

9694.  Do  you  speak  much  with  your  daughter? — Yes. 

9695.  Has  your  daughter  ever  told,  yon  about  any  acts  of  immorality  ?-^ 
No.  She  has  not  told  me  about  anything  of  the  kind ;  she  cannot  see  well. 

9696.  How  long  have  you  beer,  in  this  country? — Thirty  year.s  ;  I  came 
from  Silesia, 

9697.  Did  you  ever  see  any  lepers  in  Germany  ?"-No. 

9698.  How  old  were  you  when  you  came  here  ?— I  was  quite  young. 

9699.  Is  your  husband  also  a  German  ?--- Yes ;  he  comes  from  Berlin. 

9700.  Is  he  healthy  ?— -Yes  ;  he  was  a  soldier ;  he  came  out  here  with 
the  German  legion. 

9701.  Have  you  always  been  in  Cnpe  Town  ?---Yes. 

9702.  Huve  you  seen  many  lepers  here  ? — Yes,  in  the  street. 

9703.  Among  your  acquaintances  ?— No. 

9704.  How  old  was  your  child  when  you  first  noticed,  the  disease  ?--- 
She  was  21. 

9705.  How  did  she  contract  it  ?-— She  was  always  healthy,  but  when 
she  was  vaccinated  she  became  ill.    She  whs  never  well  since. 

9706.  Who  vaccinated  her  ? — Dr.  Landsberg.    I  cannot  say  what  year 
it  was. 
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J  ]^^,^ili„rg,  9707.  How  long  after  the  vaccination  did  slie  become  affected  ?"-ThatI 

—  cannot  say. 

April  9tii,  1894.  g-jrQy^  ^j^^^  symptoms  first  appeared  ?— She  got  an  eruption  in  the  face 

and  she  went  to  see  Dr.  Parsons,  who  said  it  was  erysipelas. 

9709.  Was  she  long  in  the  hospital  ? — No.  She  was  an  out-patient  and 
lived  with  me  in  my  house.  I  used  the  medicine  which  I  got  from  the 
hospital.  Before  the  ^'accination  she  was  never  ill  for  a  day.  She  was  re- 
vaccinated.  First  there  was  an  eruption  on  the  face  and  then  a  small  patch 
on  the  right  arm. 

9710.  Have  you  any  other  children  ? — Yes,  four.    Two  are  dead  and 
■  two  living. 

9711.  Was  your  son  vaccinated  at  the  same  time  ? — No. 

9712.  Is  he  quite  well  ?--~Yes ;  he  lives  in  Harrington  Street  and  is 
foreman  to  Mr.  Keene. 

9713.  Were  you  vaccinated  the  same  day  as  your  daughter? — No, 
another  day. 

9714.  Where  do  you  live? — I  have  lived  for  over  twenty  years  m the 
same  place,  in  Napier  street. 

9715.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Did  you  know  any  leprous  people  in  that  neighbour- 
hood ? — There  were  some  Malay  people  lived  opposite  me,  and  a  young  man 
died  of  leprosy.  That  was  about  fifteen  years  ago.  My  daughter  had  the 
disease  six  years  at  home  and  one  and  a  half  years  on  the  island. 

9716.  How  long  ago  did  the  Malay  man  die  ? — A  long  time  ago  ;  they 
have  left  the  place  about  fifteen  years. 

9717.  Were  you  ever  in  the  house? — No. 

9718.  Might  not  your  daughter  have  played  there? — She  may  have. 
The  young  Malay  man  died  very  quickly  of  leprosy  ;  his  face  swelled  up 
very  much. 

9719.  Those  people  are  not  living  there  now,  are  they  ? — No. 

9720.  Dr.  Herman,.']  How  long  after  the  vaccination  did  the  leprosy 
begin  ? — The  marks  did  not  take. 

9721.  How  many  marks  were  there? — Two,  I  believe. 

9722.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Have  you  known  any  lepers  among  Germans  ? — No. 

9723.  No  one  else  you  know  has  had  leprosy  ? — No. 

9724.  Had  the  Malay  man  any  sores  ? — I  do  not  know. 

9725.  Did  he  come  in  contact  with  your  daughter  in  any  way  ? — No. 

9726.  Did  his  mother  wash  for  people? — I  do  not  know. 

9727.  Did  many  people  live  together  in  the  house  ? — I  think  the  family 
lived  alone. 

9728.  Dr.  Herman.']  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  to  increase  the 
comfort  of  your  daughter  ? — I  would  only  like  to  take  her  home. 

9729.  Would  you  not  be  afraid  lest  your  son  or  some  one  in  the  house 
might  contract  the  disease  ? — No. 

Jan  Arnoldus  examined. 
janArmidus.  gygQ    Qhamnan.']  What  are  you?—  I  work  for  a  mason. 

9731.  Where  do  you  live? — At  Stellenbosch.  I  have  come  in  from 
there  to  complain  about  my  wife  being  on  the  island.  She  is  healthy  and 
well  and  has  been  so  for  the  last  fifteen  months,  and  she  is  most  anxious  to 
come  home. 

9732.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  with  regard  to  her  treatment 
on  the  island  ? — No. 

9733.  Who  sent  her  to  the  island  ?~Dr.  Smuts. 

9734.  When  you  were  last  over  there,  did  you  find  that  your  wife  was 
well  treated  ? — Yes ;  she  did  not  make  any  complaints  about  the  treatment ; 
the  only  thing  is  she  wants  to  come  home. 

9735.  How  many  children  have  you  had? — Nine;  three  are  living. 
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9736.  How  many  children  were  born  after  your  wife  got  leprosy? —  JmiAi-mUus. 
Four ;  two  of  those  are  alive.  AprU  9th,  i894. 

9737.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  How  did  your  wife  contract  the  disease  ? — She 
went  out  on  a  wet  day  to  get  wood,  and  then  she  drank  water,  and  about  a 
couple  of  months  afterwards  spots  appeared  on  her  arms. 

I     9738.  How  many  brothers  and  sisters  has  she  ? — Three  sisters  and  two 
Srothers ;  they  are  all  healthy. 

9739.  Was  leprosy  ever  in  her  family  ? — No  :  her  father  and  mother 
were  healthy. 

,9740.  Are  there  other  lepers  at  Stellenbosch  ? — I  cannot  say. 

9741.  Are  there  any  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  where  you  live  ? 
—No. 

9742.  Has  your  wife  any  distant  relatives  at  all  affected  with  leprosy  ? 
—No. 

9743.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Has  your  wife  any  sores  ? — No. 

9744.  Dr.  IJerman.~\  Do  you  pay  anything  for  your  wife  being  on  the 
island  ? — No. 

De.  Murray  attended  and  took  the  chair. 

Dora  Hendriks  examined. 

9745.  Chairman.']  Are  you  the  mother-in-law  of  the  last  witness? — Yes.  DomHendrih. 

9746.  J  low  old  was  your  daughter  when  she  got  the  leprosy? — She  got 
it  after  her  fourth  child  was  born.  She  was  pregnant  when  it  first  broke 
out ;  there  was  an  eruption  of  the  arm,  and  she  went  to  Dr.  Neethling  who 
said  he  could  not  tell  what  it  was,  he  said  it  did  not  look  like  leprosy. 

9747.  Have  you  any  lepers  among  your  friends  ? — No ;  but  there  was  a 
leper  man  next  door  to  where  my  daughter  lived.    I  cannot  say  how  old  he 

was.  * 

9748.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make? — My  daughter  is  very 
dissatisfied,  and  wants  to  return  home. 

9749.  Is  the  food  she  gets  good  ? — Not  so  good  as  formerly.  In  the 
ward  where  my  daughter  is  they  are  very  rough  and  disorderly,  and  every- 
thing is  so  dirty.  The  food  also  is  not  good.  I  have  been  there  at  dinner 
time,  and  have  remained  while  they  were  eating. 

9750.  Is  not  the  food  properly  prepared  ? — No  ;  the  meat  is  dirty,  I 
have  tasted  it,  it  wants  salt,  and  the  cabbage  is  hard. 

9751.  Do  you  take  your  own  food  with  you  when  you  go? — Yes. 

9752.  Do  you  give  your  daughter  food  ? — Yes,  twice  a  week  I  send  her 
food. 

9753.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  about  the  doctors,  nurses  or 
attendants  ? — No. 

9754.  Do  you  know  of  any  immorality  going  on  on  the  island  ? — I  can- 
not say,  but  the  island  is  not  what  it  was  formerly. 

Frederick  Schwerin  examined. 

9755.  Chairman.]  Where  do  you  live  ? — In  Cape  Town.  Prederid  [Schwerhh 

9756.  Have  you  been  employed  on  Eobben  Island  ? — Yes,  I  was  there 
for  a  little  over  fifteen  months,  from  November,  1892. 

9757.  When  did  you  leave?— On  the  9th  of  February,  1894. 

9758.  In  'what  capacity  were  you  employed  ? — As  a  workman  in  the 
Public  Works  department. 

9759.  During  the  time  you  were  there  did  you  see  much  drunkenness 
among  the  officials  or  among  the  attendants,  or  anybody  else  ? — Yes,  some  - 
times the  attendants  at  the  leper  wards  were  drunk. 

9760.  Was  that  during  the  time  they  were  on  duty?— I  cannot  say 

that. 

[G.  10-'y4.]  '  XXX 

/ 


Fr^Mrjehwr*--».         97(;|   jj^^^  ^.^^^^  ^^^^  9__j  restaurant  myself  in 

9. 1,  1804    the  evening. 

9762.  What  hours  was  it  opened  ? — From  twelve  to  one  in  the  day  time 
and  from  seven  to  nine  at  night. 

9763.  Could  people  obtain  what  drink  they  liked  in  the  evening  ? — Yes, 
if  they  paid  for  it. 

9764.  Who  kept  the  restaurant  when  you  were  there  ? — Mr.  Tappe. 

9765.  Who  else  did  you  see  drunk  besides  the  leper  attendants? — 
 and  . 

9766.  Did  you  see  that  frequently  ? — Only  once  or  twice. 

9767.  Did  you  ever  see  any  of  the  officials  drinking  during  the  day 
time  ? — I  cannot  say  that. 

9768.  Did  you  ever  see  any  disturbance  or  fighting  going  on  ? — Yes, 
between  and  --■  ,  in  the  restaurant. 

9769.  Did  they  come  before  the  magistrate  afterwards? — ^No.  There 

was  also  a  disturbance  between  and  —  - — ;  that  case  was  dismissed 

by  the  magistrate. 

9770.  During  the  time  that  you  were  on  the  island  was  the  discipline 
good  generally  speaking,  as  far  as  you  could  see  ? — It  was  all  right  during 
the  day  time. 

9771.  What  was  the  last  occasion  when  you  saw  drunk? — I 

cannot  say. 

9772.  Did  you  live  on  the  island  ? — Yes  ;  my  family  was  there  and  I 
had  my  own  quarters. 

9778.  Dr.  Hoffman.~\  Are  cases  of  drunkenness  of  frequent  occurrence 
on  the  island  ?• — On  Saturdays  after  the  men  have  been  paid. 

9774.  Dr.  Herman.']  Are  you  at  present  employed  in  the  Public  Works 
department  ? — No.    I  have  left.    Those  are  my  testimonials  (produced). 

9775.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Did  the  men  often  get  drink  out  of  hours  ? — Yes,  it 
was  done  on  the  sly. 

9776.  Did  they  take  the  drink  out  of  the  bar  ? — Yes,  sometimes. 

9777.  Was  it  comparatively  easy  to  get  whatever  they  wanted  ? — Yes  ; 
it  was  done  on  the  sly.  The  liquor  was  buried  in  the  sand  outside  some- 
times. 

9778.  What  became  of  thafi^ — Somebody  looked  after  it,  and  they 
drank  it  at  home. 


Cajoe  Town,  Thursday/,  April  I2tk,  1894. 


PRESENT. 


Dr.  Murray  fChairmanJ, 


Dr.  Dodds, 
,,  Fismer, 


Dr.  Herman. 


Mr.  E.  M.  Jackson  examined. 

Mr.  9779.  Chairman.']  What  is  your  official  capacity  ?— I  am  chief  clerk  in 

E.  M.jacUon.  cQuvict  brauch  of  the  Attorney-General's  office. 

April  12th,  1894  9  7  8  0.  With  regard  to  the  convict  establishment  on  Eobben  Island,  what 

class  of  convicts  are  sent  there  ?— Principally  Kafirs  to  do  the  .rough  work. 
Lately  they  have  been  going  in  extensively  for  building  operations,  and  as  far 
as  possible  we  have  sent  skilled  mechanics  over. 

9781.  Are  there  any  convicts  on  the  island  with  life  sentences  ?— There 
have  been  undoubtedly,  but  I  do  not  think  there  are  any  now. 

9782.  Are  the  convicts  left  on  the  island  for  an  indefinite  time  or  do 
fresh  gangs  go  over  from  time  to  time  ?— They  serve  out  their  term  of  sentence 
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on  the  island;  they  do  not  come  back  to  the  mainland  unless  the  doctor  reports    ^  M^fcu-i-so,, 
them  sick  and  unfit  for  work,  then  we  bring  them  back  to  the  breakwater  " 
hospital.  ^P"i  ^2""-  ^s^*- 

9783.  Have  there  been  any  cases  where  convicts  have  become  lepers  ?— 
Yes ;  since  the  Leprosy  Repression  Act  was  promulgated  there  have  been  24 
criminal  lepers. 

9784.  Does  it  appear  how  they  contracted  leprosy  ?— I  do  not  think  so. 

9785.  How  was  it  discovered  that  they  had  leprosy  ?— The  medical  man 
jn  charge  is  bound  under  the  regulations  to  report  any  infectious  disease. 

9786.  How  would  the  fact  of  a  convict  being  a  leper  affect  his  sentence  ? 
-That  is  rather  a  difl&cult  matter.    Practically  the  sentence  is  remitted, 

because  the  man  is  dealt  with  under  the  Leprosy  Act  and  sent  over  to 
Bobben  Island,  but  every  case  is  judged  on  its  own  merits  by  the  Attorney- 
General  himself.  Fortunately  no  serious  crime  has  been  committed  by  any 
of  the  leper  convicts,  otherwise  it  might  be  a  very  awkward  thing, — take  a 
case  of  murder  for  instance.  The  Attorney-General  I  may  say  has  made  up 
his  mind  to  ask  Parliament  for  a  proper  prison  for  the  accommodation  of 
criminal  lepers  on  the  island ;  the  money  is  on  the  estimates  for  the  purpose 
and  an  understanding  has  been  come  to  with  the  Colonial  Secretary.  Nothing 
of  course  will  be  done  unless  Parliament  votes  the  money,  but  I  do  not  antic- 
ipate any  difficulty  with  regard  to  it. 

9787.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Would  that  be  in  the  leper  establishment  ? — Yes  ; 
the  plans  have  all  been  gone  into  by  Dr.  Impey. 

9788.  Chairman.']  As  matters  stand  now  have  you  any  reason  to  think 
there  are  any  dangerous  characters  among  the  leper  convicts  ? — No  ;  it  is  a 
curious  thing  they  are  all  in  for  theft.  I  cannot  say  what  would  be  done  if 
one  of  these  leper  convicts  was  convicted  of  any  serious  offence. 

9789.  Dr.  Herman.~\  Can  you  furnish  the  Commission  with  a  return  of 
the  offences  and  the  terms  of  sentence  ? — ^Yes.  There  is  an  arrangement 
with  the  Colonial  Office,  and  the  convicts  who  have  the  disease  are  sent  over 
to  the  island  and  dealt  with  the  same  as  any  other  lepers.  The  Attorney- 
General  goes  into  every  case  personally. 

9790.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  risk  of  the  leper  convicts  of  a  certain 
type  being  difficult  to  manage  and  creating  a  disturbance  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

9791.  You  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  risk  that  this  class  of  men 
might  intrigue  with  the  other  lepers  to  create  a  disturbance  or  rebellion  ? — 
No. 

9792.  Do  you  not  think  they  might  combine  to  effect  their  escape  ? — 
No  ;  I  do  not  think  so,  if  they  are  properly  handled.  All  the  criminal  lepers 
belong  to  the  native  class ;  they  are  not  Europeans.  Europeans  would  be 
more  likely  to  rebel.  My  experience  is  that  if  properly  handled,  and  if  you 
have  good  officers,  the  native  convicts  do  not  gise  trouble. 

9793.  I  take  it  that  you  look  at  the  subject  simply  from  a  convict  point 
of  view  ? — Yes. 

9794.  What  proportion  of  European  convicts  is  there  to  the  100  convicts 
on  the  island  ?—  I  cannot  say  from  memory.  There  are,  I  believe,  at  least 
40  or  50  natives  employed  on  the  beach  work ;  there  would  not  be  more 
than  25  Europeans  I  should  say  altogether  to  75  natives.  They  are  all  good 
conduct  men. 

9795.  T>  0  you  regard  Eobben  Island  as  a  privileged  station  ? — No  ;  not 
at  all,  a  good  many  of  the  men  are  employed  on  very  disagreeable  work,  they 

|kdo  all  the  sanitary  -  work  at  the  leper  wards,  and  for  that  we  give  them  a 
Special  allowance  of  coffee. 

9796.  Do  you  give  them  any  other  special  allowances  or  privileges? — 
If  they  behave  well  they  get  a  money  allowance  when  they  are  discharged, 
at  the  rate  of  twopence  a  day. 

9797.  Do  you  consider  these  convicts  who  attend  to  the  sanitary  work 
at  the  leper  wards  are  exposed  to  any  kind  of  risk  in  the  perfonaonco  of  theii^ 
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7?  ji^j'ackson     ^uties  ?— There  has  never  been  a  case  of  disease  contracted  up  to  the  present 
—  time. 

April  12th,  1894.  g^gg^  -^j^^^  longest  period  that  a  convict  has  been  on  Eobben 

Island  ? — Some  three  or  four  years  ago  there  were  life  sentence  men  there, 
but  they  were  withdrawn.  At  present  there  are  seven  convicts  with  lifp 
sentences. 

9799.  Can  you  give  us  the  number  of  men  who  have  been  in  contact 
with  the  lepers  by  attending  to  the  sanitary  work,  cleaning  the  wards,  and 
so  on  ? — Yes. 

9800.  You  say  none  of  these  men  have  become  affected  with  leprosy  ? — 
No  ;  there  has  not  been  a  single  case, 

9801.  What  would  be  the  longest  period  that  any  of  these  men  hare 
been  employed  on  sanitary  work  ? — I  cannot  say  from  memory. 

9802.  Are  any  precautions  taken  by  the  convicts,  from  a  medical  point 
of  view  ? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of  j  it  is  a  remarkably  healthy  station,  I  mav 
say. 

9803.  How  many  guards  have  you  to  take  care  of  the  convicts  ? — 
Fourteen. 

9804.  Is  that  the  usual  proportion,  or  above  it  ? — It  is  above  it.  One 
guard  to  ten  convicts  is  generally  the  proportion. 

9806.  Do  the  convicts  require  any  special  guarding  on  Eobben  Island ; 
is  there  more  danger  of  escaping  ? — No ;  they  cannot  escape. 

9806.  Is  there  any  danger  of  their  becoming  a  centre  of  disaffection 
which  might  lead  to  an  outbreak? — Not  the  slightest,  unless  of  course 
everything  is  scandalously  lax  :  the  convicts  are  always  under  guard. 

9807.  The  moment  that  a  criminal  leper  passes  out  of  the  hands  of 
your  department,  his  punishment  is  relaxed  entirely,  is  it  not  ?— Practically 
that  is  so. 

9808.  Does  the  man  become  entirely  free  ? — Yes,  except  in  so  far  as  he 
is  segregated  under  the  Leprosy  Eepression  Act. 

9809.  Can  you  force  him  to  work  ? — No  ;  he  would  be  certified  as  unfit 
for  hard  labour  simply  because  he  was  a  leper. 

9810.  Do  you  think  it  a  good  thing  to  allow  a  criminal,  even  although 
he  be  a  leper  to  be  dealt  with  in  such  a  way  ? — It  is  a  very  difficult  question. 

9811.  To  your  knowledge  has  it  at  all  added  to  the  difficulty  of  managing 
the  Eobben  Island  institution  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

98 1 2.  Do  you  favour  the  formation  of  a  special  ward  for  leper  criminals  ? 
— Ihe  Attorney-General  has  approved  of  it;  we  are  only  awaiting  the  provi- 
sion of  the  funds. 

9813.  Do  you  think  it  is  possible  to, have  an  establishment  such  as  that 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  leper  asylum  without  being  a  menace  to 
the  general  character  of  the  institution  ? — It  would  be  no  menace  at  all ;  the 
convicts  would  be  kept  in  a  separate  ward,  practically  a  prison,  and  subjected 
to  prison  discipline.  It  would  prevent  what  happens  now,  the  remission  of 
the  sentence. 

9814.  "Would  you  not  rather  be  in  favour  of  a  subsidiary  asylum,  where 
such  a  class  under  punishment  could  be  dealt  with  separately  ? — I  take  it 
that  when  this  new  prison  is  built  on  the  island  they  will  be  dealt  with 
separately. 

9815.  If  it  is  in  the  same  neighbourhood  and  under  the  same  manage- 
ment as  the  leper  asylum  it  could  hardly  be  a  separate  institution,  could  it? 
— W  e  should  make  it  separate  :  it  would  be  constituted  a  prison  by  the 
Attorney-General's  orders  and  there  would  be  a  proper  gaoler  or  warder,  and 
we  sljould  be  able  to  punish  a  man  if  he  committed  any  offence  :  we  could 
put  him  on  spare  diet,  for  instance. 

9816.  Could  you  classify  an  establishment  of  that  nature  in  conformity 
with  the  general  convict  regulations  ? — Yes. 

9817.  Would  you  have  Europeans,  natives,  and  males  and  female^ 
»(Biparat,R  J  they  "Would  bo  kopt  distinct* 
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9818.  Dr.  Podds.']  I  suppose  the  plans  will  be  submitted  to  the  Colonial    ^  M^alkson 
Office  before  the  building  is  gone  on  with  ? — They  have  already  been      '  — 
approved  by  Dr.  Impey  and  the  inspector  of  prisons  Jointly.    I  believe  Dr.  -A^prii  mh,  i894. 
linpey  drew  them  himself. 

9819.  Dr.  Herman,']  How  were  these  convicts  found  out  to  be  lepers  ? 
Yw-The  moment  they  were  arrested  they  came  under  the  inspection  of  the 
medical  officer,  who  is  generally  the  district  surgeon,  and  he  is  bound  to 
report  such  cases  under  the  Act. 

9820.  How  would  they  determine  a  case  of  leprosy  if  it  was  in  the 
early  stage  ? — That  I  cannot  say.  In  three  or  four  cases  where  the  district 
surgeon  certified  and  reported,  the  men  were  found  subsequently  not  to  be 
lepers. 

9821.  Did  you  undertake  any  further  examinatipn  before  transferring 
them  ? — No  ;  we  throw  the  onus  on  the  medical  officer  under  the  Act. 

9822.  Would  it  not  save  the  country  a  good  deal  of  money  if  you  had  a 
second  opinion  ? — It  might  be  that  you  could  not  get  a  second  opinion  ;  these 
€ases  were  in  the  Transkei. 

9823.  What  was  done  before  the  promulgation  of  the  Act  ? — I  do  not 
remember  any  case  of  leprosy  among  the  convicts  before  then. 

9824.  Dr.  Dodds,]  Were  there  not  any  lepers  among  the  convicts 
then  ? — No :  they  could  not  get  on  to  the  convict  station  if  they  were 
lepers;  they  would  not  leave  the  prison  if  they  suffered  from  any  contagious 
disease. 

9825.  Dr.  Herman.']  How  do  you  account  for  some  24  cases  cropping 
up  the  moment  the  Act  was  promulgated  ? — I  cannot  account  for  it. 

9826.  Have  these  leper  convicts  come  from  any  particular  districts  ? — 
No,  various  districts.  There  were  several  cases  of  scurvy  before  the 
promulgation  of  the  Act ;  that  was  always  certified  by  the  medical  office i-  at 
the  different  stations.  That  was  owing  to  the  diet,  which  was  altered  ;  they 
get  a  very  liberal  vegetable  diet  now. 

9827.  Can  you  tell  us  whether  any  cases  have  occurred  of  leprosy 
breaking  out  among  convicts  who  have  been  under  sentence  for  some  time : 
men  who  were  passed  in  as  healthy  and  have  developed  the  disease  ? — There 
have  been  four  cases.    Particulars  can  be  furnished. 

9828.  I  gather  that  in  all  cases  the  convicts  are  carefully  examined  ? — 
¥es ;  we  are  very  particular  on  the  point. 

9829.  Dr.  Dodds.]  If  a  leper  committed  a  murder  and  was  sentenced  to 
be  hanged,  would  the  sentence  be  carried  out  ? — I  cannot  say.  The  decision 
rests  with  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

9830.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  about  the  punishment  that 
should  be  inflicted  upon  lepers  who  are  not  criminals,  but  who  break  the 
Police  Offences  Act  and  disregard  tlie  regulations  ? — There  is  a  magistrate 
on  the  island. 

9831.  Do  you  think  such  offenders  should  be  sent  to  the  gaol  which  it 
is  proposed  to  build  ?  —  I  take  it  that  the  magistrate  on  the  island  would 
sentence  them  to  the  lock-up  ;  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  is  a  lock-up  there 
now. 

9832.  Is  it  under  your  control  ? — No. 

9833.  We  heard  of  three  leper  patients  who  were  arrested  after  a  dis- 
turbance and  put  in  the  lock-up ;  is  that  the  general  lock-up  for  the  island  ? 
—Yes. 

k 9834.  How  would  you  proceed  if  it  was  necessary  to  keep  these  men  in 
ison  for  some  time  and  there  were  other  prisoners  there  ;  would  you  keep 
em  all  together  ? — I  do  not  think  we  should. 

9835.  The  occasion  has  not  arisen,  has  it  ? — No ;  the  look-up  was 
carected  to  meet  the  leper  difficulty. 

9836.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  a  separate  lock-up  ?- — 

Yes. 

9637.  Do       thi&k  it  m  ^,  good  thing  for  $he  magistrfttt  to  have  not 
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only  magisterial  functions  but  also  to  act  as  assistant  superintendent  on  the 
island  ? — J^o. 

April  12th,  1894.  gggg^  jrj^^  Herman.']  Have  you  found  any  difficulty  from   the  dua 

control  which  apparently  exists,  certain  officials  being  under  the  Law  Depart- 
ment and  others  under  the  Colonial  Secretary's  Department  ? — That  cannot 
be  helped  ;  as  long  as  you  have  a  convict  station  on  the  island  it  must  be 
under  the  control  of  the  Attorney  General. 

9839.  Can  you  in  your  return  let  us  know  what  crimes  have  been  com- 
mitted on  the  island  by  convicts  ;  we  heard  of  a  case  which  happened  some 
years  ago  when  a  convict  broke  into  the  female  leper  compound  at  night  ? — 
I  know  the  circumstances  of  that  case.  He  did  not  break  into  the  compound 
at  night. 

9840.  Is  the  proportion  of  offences  committed  by  convicts  large  ? — No, 
very  small. 

9841.  Was  that  a  solitary  instance  where  a  convict  succeeded  in  getting 
into  the  female  leper  compound  ? — Yes,  I  believe  so. 

9842.  Would  it  not  be  better  if  the  convicts  were  removed  from  the 
island  ? — If  they  were  I  do  not  know  how  they  would  get  the  sanitary  work 
done. 

9843.  What  year  was  the  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  among  the  convicts  ? 
— Three  or  four  years  ago,    T  think  there  were  two  outbreaks. 

9844.  Was  the  cause  of  it  discovered  ? — I  account  for  it  through  over- 
crowding. I  went  over  and  held  an  enquiry,  and  after  that  the  number  of  the 
convicts  was  reduced  and  the  accommodation  at  the  station  increased,  and  we 
have  not  had  any  case  since. 

9845.  How  many  cases  were  there? — Four  I  think.  They  were  all  in 
the  same  room  and  the  patients  were  lying  next  to  one  another. 

9846.  Was  the  water  supply  good  ? — It  was  the  ordinary  water  supply  ; 
we  had  it  analysed  and  condemned. 

9847.  They  did  not  get  Cape  Town  water,  did  they  ? — Not  at  that  time. 

9848.  Dr.  Impey  told  us  that  he  thought  the  outbreak  of  typhoid  was 
due  to  the  use  of  Cape  Town  water,  but  what  you  say  would  entirely  exclude 
that  yiew,  would  it  not  ? — I  think  so. 

9849.  Chairman.']  Is  a  copy  of  the  enquiry  which  you  made  available  ? 
— Yes.    I  went  into  the  matter  with  Dr.  Todd  on  the  spot,  and  my  own  im- 
pression was  that  in  years  gone  by  they  were  very  careless  about  the  ' 
sanitation. 

9850.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Is  Cape  Town  water  still  sent  over  to  the  island  ? — I 
am  not  certain  ;  I  know  we  sent  over  some  tanks. 

9851.  Dr.  Herman.]  Was  it  at  night  that  the  convict  got  into  the  female 
leper  compound  ? — It  was  in  the  day  time. 

9852.  I  believe  there  are  two  classes  of  guards  on  the  island,  are  there 
not,  convict  and  leper  guards  ? — Yes.  Practically  they  are  all  the  same ;  the 
leper  guards  are  under  our  discipline,  and  we  recover  their  pay  from  the 
Colonial  Office. 

9853.  Do  they  wear  the  same  uniform,  and  are  they  under  the  same 
control  ? — Yes,  they  are  under  the  control  of  the  superintendent  of  the  convict  ^ 
station. 

9864.  Are  the  guards  all  armed? — I  do  not  think  so,  the  arms  are  there. 

9855.  What  arms  do  you  supply  ? — Revolvers. 

9856.  Do  they  all  carry  revolvers? — I  am  certain  the  convict  guards  do. 

9857.  Is  that  an  instruction  ? — It  is  part  of  their  equipment. 

9858.  Do  you  think  the  leper  guards  should  carry  revolvers  while  on 
duty  ? — We  have  never  given  any  instructions  with  regard  to  the  leper ' 
guards:  that  would  be  a  matter  for  the  superiDtendent  to  settle.  If  he 
thought  it  necessary  he  would  instruct  the  overseer  to  issue  them  ;  if  not,  he 
would  say  that  it  was  not  advisable.  It  is  a  matter  that  he  need  not  report 
to  us  about  at  all. 

9869,  Are  you  in  a  position  to  give  any  opinion  upon  the  subject  No,; 
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If  the  matter  came  under  our  notice  at  all  we  should  ask  the  superintendent    ^  s^jachton 
and  hold  him  responsible  for  his  advice.    A  man  in  his  position  must  have       .  — 
supreme  control  over  his  subordinates.  ^p"^ 

9860.  Would  you  think  it  advisable  to  shoot  a  leper  if  he  tried  to 
escape  ? — No  :  I  think  it  would  be  rather  dangerous  for  the  constable  who 
^d  it ;  special  legislation  would  be  required. 

M     9861.  Cannot  the  guard  shoot  a  convict  if  he  tries  to  escape  ? — Certainly, 
Hut  that  is  provided  for  under  the  Act. 

9862.  If  he  killed  the  man  would  he  be  liable  to  punishment  ? — No, 
fiot  if  the  convict  was  escaping  ;  there  is  a  special  provision  for  that. 

9863.  If  a  guard  shot  a  leper  who  was  escaping,  would  he  be  liable  to 
be  tried  for  murder  ? — I  think  he  would. 

9864.  Is  it  not  dangerous,  therefore,  to  issue  revolvers  to  the  leper 
guards  ? — If  they  are  not  to  use  them  it  seems  absurd  to  issue  them. 

9866.  Why  do  you  issue  them  ? — It  has  never  come  under  our  notice  in 
any  way.    We  should  hold  the  superintendent  responsible. 

9866.  Are  not  these  men  under  the  control  of  your  department  ? — Yes. 

9867.  Have  you  issued  any  instructions  as  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  revolvers  are  to  be  used  ? — No. 

98 08.  Do  any  such  instructions  exist  ? — No. 

9869.  When  the  Cape  Town  police  are  armed  with  revolvers  or  swords, 
are  they  not  specially  instructed  as  to  when  and  under  what  circumstances 
they  are  to  use  them  ? — They  have  their  own  code  of  instructions. 

9870.  Dr.  Dodds?\  The  police  in  Cape  Town  are  not  armed,  are  they  ? — ■ 

No. 

9871.  In  the  matter  of  guarding  the  lepers  they  have  really  been  treated 
as  convicts,  have  they  not  ? — Personally  I  do  not  know  much  about  the  leper 
guards.  As  a  matter  of  fact  we  simply  enrol  them  to  oblige  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  and  the  Colonial  Secretary's  department  pays  for  them. 

9872.  Chairman.']  Their  control  is  left  entirely  to  the  magistrate,  is  it  not  ? 
—Yes. 

9873.  Can  he  draw  up  certain  rules  for  arming  the  guards  ? — Eifles  or 
revolvers  form  part  of  the  equipment  of  the  guards,  and  it  is  for  the  superin- 
tendent on  the  island  to  say  whether  or  not  it  is  necesary  for  them  to  carry 
arms.  It  is  a  matter  that  has  not  come  under  my  notice  at  all.  We  should 
hold  Mr.  Jones,  the  magistrate,  responsible. 

9874i  Dr.  Herman.']  Suppose  to-morrow  the  lepers  were  to  rise  in  a  sort 
of  rebellion,  and  the  leper  guards  were  called  out  and  armed  with  revolvers, 
would  it  be  right  for  the  magistrate  to  give  orders  to  fire  on  those  people  ? — 
If  he  did  so,  he  would  do  it  at  his  own  risk. 

9875.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  not  long  ago  a  riot  took  place  on  the 
island  in  connection  with  the  meat,  when  revolvers  were  drawn  and  the  men 
were  threatened  to  be  shot ;  should  you  consider  such  a  proceeding  advisable  ? 
— I  think  it  would  be  preferable  to  arm  the  guards  with  police  batons  ;  there 
hardly  seems  to  be  the  necessity  for  revolvers. 

9876.  Do  you  not  think  it  a  most  dangerous  thing  to  place  revolvers  in 
the  hands  of  men  who  might  be  induced  to  use  them  ? — I  should  think  it  was 
not  advisable  to  issue  revolvers  under  the  circumstances. 

9877.  Do  you  make  any  enquiry  in  a  case  where  the  leper  guards  draw 
their  revolvers  upon  the  lepers  ?  —No  ;  it  is  no  concern  of  ours. 

9878.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Could  the  police  in  Cape  Town  be  armed  with 
.revolvers  by  order  of  the  superintendent  of  police  ? — Yes. 

Ik     9879.  Dr.  Herman.]  The  Eiot  Act  must  be  read  previous  to  firing,' 
piust  it  not  f—  Yes.    Personally  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  arm  the  leper 
guards  with  revolvers  ;  they  may  get  excited.    I  may  say  that  the  convict 
discipline  is  very  good,  so  good,  in  fact,  that  I  think  we  could  rely  upon  th( 
convicts  putting  down  a  riot. 

9880.  Dr.  Dodds.]  In  case  of  emergency  I  suppose  the  leper  guards 
could  run  to  the  guard-house  for  arms,  could  they  not  ? — Yes. 
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J/rs.  Johanna  Regensburg  further  examined. 

J  M^Hsburff  9881.  Ohamnan~\.  Is  this  your  letter  (produced)  ? — Yes. 

*    —  9882.  Did  you  write  it  ? — No  ;  a  friend  wrote  it  for  me. 

April  16th.  1894.  9883.  In  it  you  say  you  wish  to  make  some  statements  in  addition  to 

what  you  have  already  said,  and  you  say  you  think  you  could  take  better 
care  of  your  daughter  if  she  was  at  home  ? — Yes. 

9884.  In  what  way  ? — I  would  look  after  her  better  and  feed  her  bettor. 

9885.  Do  you  not  think  she  is  well  fed  on  the  island  ? — No. 

9886.  How  do  you  know  that  ? — Mrs.  Jansen  was  last  week  on  the  island 
and  she  told  her ;  she  is  frightened  to  tell  me  anything.  They  do  not  treat 
her  well  over  there. 

9887.  In  what  way  ? — She  cannot  eat  the  food  she  gets ;  she  is  very 
weak  and  helpless  and  cannot  walk. 

9888.  You  say  in  your  letter  that  she  was  given  raw  sago  ;  is  that  so  ? 
— Yes.    Mrs.  Dill,  the  matron,  brought  her  raw  sago  ;  not  boiled  at  all. 

9889.  What  day  was  that  ?— I  cannot  say. 

9890.  Did  she  have  raw  sago  more  than  once  ? — Only  once. 

98U1.  Do  they  not  give  her  soup  ?-  -No.  She  only  gets  the  same  food 
as  the  others  and  she  is  very  weak  and  sick. 

9892.  Does  she  get  milk,  eggs,  or  jelly  ? — She  gets  milk  and  ginger-beer 
with  a  little  drop  of  brandy  in  it. 

9893.  Have  you  seen  strangers  eating  with  the  lepers  ?— Yes ;  I  saw  a 
man  sitting  at  the  same  table  and  eating  the  same  food. 

9894.  Were  the  same  knives,  forks,  acd  spoons  used  ?— That  I  cannot 
say.    I  saw  the  cloth  put  on  the  table  and  the  man  ate  some  of  the  food. 

9896.  Did  you  see  that  more  than  once  ?— On  three  different  occasions. 

9896.  Do  you  think  strangers  from  the  mainland  often  come  over  and 
eat  with  the  lepers? — That  I  cannot  say. 

9897.  If  you  had  wished  to  sit  down  at  the  table  could  you  have  done 
so  ?~Yes. 

9898.  When  the  patients  are  at  meals  is  there  any  nurse  or  anyone  else 
present  to  help  them  ? — No.    Sometimes  when  I  go  over  I  never  see  a  nurse. 

9899.  Can  your  daughter  feed  herself  ? — Yes,  a  little  ;  she  can  use  her 
hands  but  not  her  legs ;  her  eyes  also  are  very  weak.  , 

9900.  Do  you  think  you  would  be  able  to  segregate  her  better  at  home  ? 
—Yes. 

9901.  Would  you  let  her  own  friends  eat  with  her  or  would  you  eat  with 
her  yourself  ? — No,  I  would  give  her  the  best  room  I  have  to  herself  if  I 
could  only  get  her  home. 

9902.  Do  you  know  of  any  visitors  who  have  stayed  on  the  island  from 
one  boat  day  to  another  ? — I  have  heard  that  one  woman  from  George  Town 
stayed  eight  days  on  the  island. 

9903.  You  state  in  your  letter  that  one  of  the  female  patients  has  made 
dresses  for  the  children  of  a  Malay  person  on  the  mainland ;  is  that  so  ? — 
Yes. 

9904.  How  do  you  know  ?— I  was  told  so  by  one  of  the  patients. 

9905.  Does  she  sell  her  clothing?— I  think  she  does  it  for  nothing. 

9906.  Does  she  still  make  clothing  ?--~I  cannot  say.  I  saw  lier  making 
clothes  once. 
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9907.  Did  you  ask  her  who  the  clothes  wore  for?— She  said  she  made     ^  jiJ^^nishitrr, 
clothes  for  children  on  the  mainland.  — 

9908.  Did  she  say  whether  they  were  her  own  children  or  other  -Vii  i^tii,  ism- 
people's  ?— No. 

9909.  Are  there  any  other  remarks  you  wish  to  make  ?— No,  except 
j;hat  my  daughter  does  not  get  proper  food  or  nursing.    I  never  see  a  nurse 

irhen  I  go  there. 

9910.  Do  you  mean  a  leper  nurse  or  a  healthy  nurse?— A  healthy  nurse. 

9911.  How  often  do  you  go  to  the  island  ?— Once  a  fortnight.     My  • 
husband  goes  one  week  and  I  go  one  week.    I  get  a  pass. 

9912.  Dr.  Dodds.l  If  Mrs.  Pavel  was  matron  on  the  island  would  you 
be  willing  for  your  daughter  to  remain  ?— Yes.  Mrs.  Pavel  treated  her  very 
well,  and  I  never  got  a  complaint. 

9913.  I  understand  your  chief  complaint  is  that  the  nursing  is  not  very 
good?— No,  it  is  not  good, 

9914.  Have  you  ever  made  any  complaints  to  Mrs.  Dill  that  have  not 
been  taken  nqtice  of  ?-  —No  ;  but  my  daughter  is  so  frightened  to  say  anything. 

9915.  Chainnan.']  Why  is  your  daughter  afraid  to  say  anything  to  Mrs. 
Dill  ? — I  do  not  know  ;  perhaps  it  is  that  she  is  afraid  she  will  be  treated 
badly  when  I  go  away. 

9916.  Dr.  Fis7ner.~\  Do  you  know  Mrs.  Pavel  personally  ? — Yes, 

9917.  Did  she  tell  you  that  she  would  like  to  return  to  the  island  ? — No, 

9918.  How  long  has  youi^daughter  been  on  the  island  ? — A  year  and 
six  months,  I  think.  I  had  her  for  six  years  in  my  house,  and  then  they 
came  and  took  her  away,  which  I  thought  was  very  hard. 

9919.  Chairman.']  Does  your  daughter  do  any  needlework  ? — No. 

Mrs.  M.  Rossouw  examined. 

9920.  Chairman.']  Have  you  a  sister  on  Kobben  Island  ? — Yes ;  her  r'JsI'ouw. 
name  is  Gertrude  Gilian, 

9921.  What  part  do  you  come  from? — From  the  Wynberg  Flats,  Klip- 
fontein.    My  father's  name  is  Willem  Gilian, 

9922.  Is  your  sister  well  treated? — Sometimes  she  cannot  eat  the  food. 

9923.  Is  it  bad  ? — There  is  such  a  small  quantity,  and  it  is  not  prepared 
nicely. 

9924.  Does  your  sister  get  medicine  ? — No. 

9925.  How  long  has  your  sister  been  on  the  island  ? — Over  a  year. 

9926.  Has  she  complained  to  you  at  all  ? — Yes  ;  my  mother  says  she 
wants  her  back,  as  she  can  look  after  her  very  well  herself. 

9927.  How  often  do  you  see  your  sister  ? — My  mother  went  to  the  islaud  , 
last  week,    1  have  been  there  also. 

9928.  Was  she  badly  treated,  as  far  as  you  could  see  ;  had  she  enough 
clothes  ? — My  mother  gives  her  clothes. 

9929.  Cannot  she  get  clothes  on  tlie  island  ? — Yes ;  but  she  does  not 
take  them ;  my  mother  scuds  her  clotJios  and  also  food. 

9930.  How  often  is  that? — Eveiy  fortnight  she  sends  food:  meat, 
butter,  and  bread.  My  sister  says  she  thiuks  that  if  it  were  not  for  that  she 
would  not  be  alive. 

9931.  Does  she  complain  at  all  of  the  nurses  ? — The  present  one  treats 
her  well,  but  one  of  the  previous  ones  did  not. 

9932.  Is  she  disturbed  at  all  by  any  fighting  or  quarrelling  on  the  part 
Lof  the  other  patients  ? — No,  she  dues  not  complain  of  that. 

P       9933.  You  say  she  gets  no  medicine  ? — Slic  gut  it  once,  but  she  said  it 
did  her  more  harm  than  good  ;  she  did  not  care  for  it. 

9934.  How  did  your  sister  get  leprosy  ? — She  used  to  wash  things  at 
home  in  hot  water,  and  afterwards  in  cold  water,  and  then  the  disease  coia- 
menced  in  her  hand. 
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„  9935.  How  long  aaro  is  it  since  she  first  bearan  to  be  ill  ? — About  three 

years  ago. 

April  16th,  1894.  9936.  Woro  there  any  other  people  living  near  you  who  had  leprosy  ? — 

No  one  that  I  know  of  ;  my  mother's  house  is  a  good  way  from  any  others. 

9937.  Are  there  any  other  members  of  }our  family  sick  in  the  same 
way  ? — No  ;  my  sister  is  the  only  one  who  has  the  disease. 

9938.  Used  your  sister  always  to  live  at  home,  or  did  she  stay  anywhere 
with  friends  ?■ — She  was  never  away  from  the  house. 

9939.  Did  she  never  at  any  time  go  and  live  with  people  who  might 
have  had  the  complaint  ? — No. 

9940.  Are  your  father  and  mother  quite  well  ? — Yes,  and  also  my  othc 
relatives. 

9941.  Was  you  grandfather  healthy  ? — I  have  not  heard  my  mother  say 
anything  to  the  contrary.    He  is  dead,  and  my  mother's  father  also. 

9942.  How  long  has  your  family  lived  in  your  present  house  on  the 
Flats  ? — 1  was  a  little  girl  when  my  mother  went  there. 

9943.  Before  that  where  did  you  live  ? — Higher  up  on  the  Flats. 

9944.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Is  there  nobody  in  your  neighbourhood  that  you 
know  of  who  has  had  leprosy  ? — No.  I  have  seen  persons  at  Eiuil's  River 
with  their  faces  swollen. 

9946.  Chairman.]  How  far  is  Kuil's  Eiver  from  Klipfontein? — About 
2^  hours. 

9946.  Did  your  sister  ever  go  over  there  ? — No  ;  she  was  always  at 
home.    I  used  to  go  about,  but  I  am  quite  healthy. 

9947.  Dr.  Fismer.]  Who  lived  in  your  house  before  you  went  there? — 
My  aunt  lived  there  before  ;  she  built  it,  aud  sold  it  to  my  father,  and  she 
went  to  live  at  Sir  Lowry's  Pass. 

9948.  Chairman.]  Are  there  people  at  Kuil's  Eiver  with  leprosy  ? 
They  have  gone  to  Eobben  Island. 

9949.  Did  they  ever  visit  you  ? — No. 
9960,  Did  your  father  have  any  business  dealings  with  these  people^ 

and  go  often  to  see  them  ? — No  ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

9951.  Where  did  your  father  generally  buy  his  things  ? — At  Mowbray. 

9952.  Dr.  Fismer.^  Have  you  been  to  any  house  where  there  were 
lepers,  or  have  you  only  seen  them  in  the  street  ? — I  have  only  seen  them  in 
the  street. 

9953.  Chairman.]  Does  your  sister  on  the  island  feel  strong^itod  well? — Yes. 


Robhen  Island,  Wednesday,  April  18M,  1894. 


Dr. 

1'.  Impe\i. 


PEESBNT  : 

Dr.  Murray,  |  Dr.  Bodds. 

Dr.  Impey  further  examined. 

9954.  Dr.  Murray.]  I  understand  that  there  are  certain  books  on  the 
island  relating  to  kit  and  equipment,  which  the  Commission  desire  to  inspect, 

AprH  18th,  1894.  fumish  them? — Yes,  some  of  them  are  at  the  leper  wards  and 

abstracts  are  sent  to  my  office.  I  am  just  having  a  new  set  of  books  opened 
(explaining  same). 

9955.  What  do  you  do  with  the  old  clothing  ? — As  soon  aa  an 
article  is  unfit  for  use  we  condemn  it. 

9956.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Does  a  patient  get  so  many  suits  a  year  ? — We  give 
the  patients  two  suits  to  start  with  and  when  the  articles  are  condemned  we 
issue  new.  Perhaps  a  patient  only  remains  on  the  island  for  three  or  four 
months,  and  in  that  case  his  clothes  must  be  used  by  somebody  else. 

9957.  Whatdo  you  do  with  the  old  clothes? — They  are  inspected  either  by  i 
;4iyself  or  Dr.  Todd,  aud  if  they  are  unfit  for  use  thej  are  coudemued  and  burnt. 
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Nita  Oranfe  further  examined.  NiuOrmije. 

April  IStli,  \%H. 

9958.  Dr.  Murray. ~\  Is  your  husband  hving  on  the  island  i — Yes ;  he 
is  a  patient  in  the  male  leper  ward  No.  4. 

9959.  Does  he  always  get  enough  to  eat  ? — No  ;  there  is  food  but  he 
cannot  eat  it  as  his  teeth  are  so  bad  and  also  his  tongue  ;  he  could  eat  the 

eat  if  it  was  soft,  but  sometimes  it  is  very  hard. 

9960.  Did  he  come  to  you  one  day  and  say  he  was  very  sick? — Yes, 
st  month,  he  said  he  could  not  eat  the  food. 

9961;  Did  he  fall  down  ?— No. 

9962.  Had  he  been  without  food  ? — He  got  food  but  he  could  not  eat  it. 

Mrs.  Dill  further  examined. 

9963.  Dr.  Murray?^  Do  you  keep  a  book  containing  a  list  of  stores      Mn.  m 
issued  ? — Yes  (produced).    I  send  returns  to  the  office  every  month,  that  is  a 

book  showing  the  condemned  articles  and  that  is  the  receipt  book  (produced); 
everything  I  receive  from  the  store  is  entered  there. 

9964.  What  other  books  do  you  keep  y-~A  list  of  the  patients  showing 
when  they  arrive  and  other  particulars,  and  a  pay  book  for  the  working 
patients  ;  also  a  return  showing  the  permits  issued  to  the  patients,  a  requisi- 
tion book  and  a  medical  extra  book. 

9965.  Dr.  Dodcls.'\  Do  you  ever  requisition  for  stores  without  getting 
them  ?-"Not  as  long  as  I  have  been  here.  I  always  get  what  I  requisition 
for* 

9966.  Dr.  Murray. ~]  Does  the  doctor  inspect  the  condemned  articles  ? 
—Yes. 

9967.  Dr.  Dodds.']  How  often  do  you  take  stock  ?— Every  month. 

9968.  Are  you  ever  troubled  by  anyone  coming  at  night  to  the  com- 
pound ?— No.  I  go  round  every  night  to  look  about  the  wells  and  other 
places. 

9969.  Do  men  ever  hide  in  the  wells  ? — I  have  not  known  it. 

9970.  Why  do  you  look  there  ? — We  were  told  that  there  was  a  Kafir 
about  and  we  thought  perhaps  he  might  hide  there. 


Susan  AhhoU  examined. 

9971.  Dr.  Murray.']  Are  you  a  female  patient? — Yes.  I  come  from  Suam Abbott 
Zambeziland. 

9972.  Are  there  many  lepers  up  there  ? — No ;  I  know  of  none. 

9973.  How  did  you  get  the  disease  ? — God  gave  it  to  me.  I  was  twelve 
years  old  when  I  came  to  Cape  Town.    I  was  in  service  with  Mr.  ****** 


Dora  Hendriks  further  examined. 

9974.  Dr.  Murray. ~\  Are  you  a  visitor  to  the  island  ? — Yes,  I  have  come    J)or»  Sondriu. 
see  my  daughter. 

9975.  When  you  come  do  you  get  a  pass? — Once  a  month  I  get  a 
ee  pass ;  if  I  come  at  other  times  I  have  to  pay  two  shillings. 

Katrina  Schmal  examined. 

9976.  Dr.  Murray,]  Are  you  a  female  leper  patient  ? — Yes.  JE«<»  "hia  Schmal. 

9977.  Have  you  a  healthy  child  with  you? — Yes,  it  is  one  year  and 
eight  months  old. 

9978.  How  long  has  the  child  been  here  ? — Six  months. 

9979.  Would  you  be  willing  to  let  it  go  to  the  mainland  ?— Yes,  on 
f^count  of  the  risk. 
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Mr.  K-   jl^^   further  examined. 

April  18th,  i89i.  ^980.  Dr.  Murray. ~\  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  ?~Only  that  I 

want  to  leaye  the  island.  I  wish  to  say  that  when  I  was  in  England  I  saw 
Dr.  Hutchinson,  Dr.  Hunter,  and  the  doctor  of  the  City  Eoad  Hospital,  and 
they  all  assured  me  that  I  could  safely  go  home  and  live  as  I  did  before 
without  any  danger  to  my  family.  I  was  also  under  the  treatment  of  Dr. 
Liveing,  who  gave  me  chaulmoogra  oil.  I  told  him  that  I  had  a  wife  and  ten 
children  who  were  well  and  healthy.  He  also  said  I  could  go  home.  It  is 
very  hard  for  me  to  stay  here  when  I  have  not  had  a  sore  on  my  body  for 
over  eleven  years. 

9981.  Have  you  the  doctor's  certificates  ? — Yes  ;  I  put  them  away  care- 
fully somewhere  before  I  came  to  the  island.  I  would  be  willing  to  comply 
with  any  regulations  on  the  mainland  if  I  could  go  to  my  own  home  and 
keep  myself  quite  isolated.  My  place  here  is  not  very  comfortable.  The 
winter  is  coming  on  and  there  is  no  fire  place,  and  the  rooms  are  very 
draughty ;  it  is  simply  killing  me  to  stop  here. 

9982.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  you  asked  for  a  fire  place  ? — Yes,  several  times. 
Last  year  Dr.  Impey  promised  to  build  on  a  small  room  as  a  kitchen. 

Mr.  Fitch  further  examined. 

w.  A'^Fifch.  9983.  Dr.  Murray. ~^  Do  you  keep  certain  kit  and  equipment  books  in 

connection  with  the  male  leper  patients  ?— Yes  (explaining  the  books.) 

9984.  Have  you  any  book  showing  the  stores  you  have  on  hand  ? — Not 
at  present. 

9985.  Where  is  that  kept  ? — At  the  office  I  think ;  they  have  copies 
of  all  my  requisitions  there.  Last  year  we  commenced  to  keep  the  books 
correctly.    I  began  on  separate  loose  sheets. 

9986.  When  was  it  you  took  charge  here  ? — On  the  4th  December, 
1889. 

9987.  What  books  did  you  find  then  ? — I  found  no  books  at  all. 

9988.  Did  you  initiate  the  present  system? — Yes.  I  had  no  books 
given  me. 

9989.  Have  you  kept  the  books  always  since  you  came  here  up  to  the 
present  time  ? — Yes  ;  no  one  else  has  kept  them. 

9990.  Dr.  Dodds.j  Have  you  a  kit  and  equipment  clerk  ? — Yes ;  there 
is  an  attendant  who  helps  me  when  he  can.    I  have  applied  for  an  assistant. 

9991.  Did  Mr.  Pavel  have  anything  to  do  with  you  ? — No.  I  used  to 
send  in  a  return  to  him ;  he  had  an  office  opposite  the  restaurant. 

9992.  What  was  the  routine  with  regard  to  the  issue  of  clothing 
at  that  time  ? — I  issued  the  clothing  every  Thursday  morning.  If  there  was 
anything  to  be  condemned  it  was  brought  to  me  and  I  looked  it  over  and  re- 
issued if  I  had  the  article  in  stock,  if  not,  I  made  a  memorandum  in  a 
separate  book  and  supplied  it  when  it  came  into  the  store.  At  the  end  of 
the  month  I  sent  in  a  return  to  Mr.  Pavel  for  entry  in  the  kit  book,  which 
I  believe  is  kept  at  the  office. 

9993.  Did  he  make  the  entries  from  your  returns  r — Yes. 

9994.  Where  is  the  book  he  entered  into  ? — I  believe  it  is  at  the  office. 

9995.  Have  you  a  special  day  for  condemning  clothing  ? — Yes,  every 
Thursday  I  issue  and  condemn. 

9996.  Before  1893  was  the  book-keeping  perfect? — No;  there  were 
many  omissions.    I  was  not  able  to  overtake  the  work  as  the  patients  came  in 


such  large  batches. 


Fram  Pinto  examined. 


Franz Finto^  9997.  Dr.  Murray. ~\  Are  you  a  male  leper  patient  ? — Yes. 

9998.  What  part  do  you  come  from  ? — From  Klipfontein,  near  Wyn- 

bon 


6S3 

9999.  How  long  have  you  been  here  ?~I  came  here  on  the  4th  of  Frar~PM«- 
February,  last  year.  April  isth,  nu. 

10000.  Before  you  came  here  did  you  have  .the  smail-pox  ? — Yes; 
1882  when  so  many  people  had  it.    Before  that  I  had  a  sore  place  on 

e  calf  of  my  leg.    I  vaccinated  my  sister  from  this  place  hnt  she  did 
not  get  any  disease, 

10001.  How  came  you  to  vaccinate  your  sister  ?-- 1  thought  she  would 
not  get  any  disease  if  I  did  it.  That  was  a  month  before  I  got  the  small- 
pox. 

10002.  Had  you  leprosy  at  that  time? — I  only  had  that  sore  at  the 
back  of  my  leg.  I  used  a  needle  and  the  blood  came  when  I  did  the  vac- 
cination on  my  sister's  arm.  Her  arm  swelled  up  and  she  got  quite  well 
afterwards. 

10003.  She  did  not  get  leprosy  ? — No  ;  nor  small-pox.  After  I  had 
the  small-pox  my  face  got  very  bad.  Dr.  Bosenberg  saw  my  sister's  arm 
and  said  I  had  vaccinated  her  very  well. 

10004.  "Was  your  face  at  all  affected  when  you  vaccinated  your  sister  ? 
- — No  :  only  my  leg  was  sore. 

10005.  "What  is  your  sister's  name? — Johanna  Pinto.  She  lives  at 
Harmer's  Kraal,  near  Durban  Koad  Station. 

Jan  Oranje  examined 

10006.  Dr.  Murray.']  How  long  have  you  been  a  patient  here  ? — I  came 
here  on  the  15th  of  March  last  year  from  Hertzog  in  the  Stockenstroom 
district. 

10007.  How  old  are  you  ? — Over  seventy. 

10008.  Are  you  able  to  eat  your  food? — Not  very  well;  my  teeth  are 
bad, 

10009.  Do  you  get  milk  ?— Yes,  and  soup. 

10010.  Is  the  food  good? — Sometimes  it  is  and  sometimes  not;  the 
meat  is  hard,  I  can  eat  the  bread. 

10011.  Are  you  the  husband  of  Nita  Oranje,  a  female  patient  ? — Yes. 

10012.  Do  you  get  enough  milk  and  soup  ?— I  would  like  more. 

10013.  How  many  children  have  you  ?— Six. 

10014.  Are  they  all  healthy?— Yes. 

10015.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Have  you  ever  had  to  go  without  food  because  you 
could  not  take  it  ?— No. 

10016.  Do  you  know  that  you  can  speak  to  the  doctor  or  to  Mr.  Fitch 
if  anything  is  wrong  ? — Yes,  there  is  a  man  who  specially  looks  after  me. 


Ga,pe  Town,  April  20th,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 


Dr,  Murray  (Chairman), 


Dr.  Herman, 
Dodds, 


Dr.  Fisraer, 


Dora  Hendrilcs  further  examined. 


10017.  Chairman.]  Did  you  go  over  to  the  island  on  Wednesday  last  as  ff'-^ffn/rs. 
a  visitor  ? — Yes  ;  I  went  to  visit  my  daughter.  April  2mh,  iss*. 

10018.  Did  she  make  any  complaints  to  you  ? — She  said  the  food  was 
not  nice  ;  there  was  only  rice  and  meat  for  dinner,  no  vegetables. 

10019.  Is  it  often  like  that? — No  ;  I  have  never  seen  it  so  before. 

10020.  What  do  the  patients  get  on  other  days?— They  get  meat, 
potatoes,  and  cabbage. 


534 


Bora  mr>drucs.  10021.  How  of  ten ,  do  you  go  over  to  the  island?— Once  a  month 

April  20th,  1S94.  generally. 

10022.  Have  any  of  the  other  patients  complained  to  you  ? — Yes ;  one 
of  them  said  she  only  had  a  piece  of  pluck. 

10023.  Did  the  matron,  Mrs.  Dill,  say  anything  to  you  on  Wednesday? 
— She  said  she  did  not  know  the  Commission  were  coming  over  that  day  and 
asked  why  I  did  not  tell  her.    I  said  I  did  not  know  the  gentlemen. 

10024.  Did  you  take  over  two  little  children  vith  you? — Yes  to  see 
their  mother. 

10025.  Do  you  take  them  over  once  a  month  ? — Yes. 

10026.  Does  their  mother  give  them  any  food? — N"o.    I  take  over 

food. 

10027.  Does  she  kiss  them?— Yes. 

10028.  Has  she  any  sores  at  present  ? — No. 

10029.  How  long  has  your  daughter  been  on  the  island  ? — Over  a 

year. 

10030.  Is  she  the  only  leper  in  the  family  ? — Yes  :  she  lived  with  ray 
father  in  the  same  house  with  me.    My  father  is  dead. 

10031.  How  did  your  daughter  get  leprosy  ? — I  think  she  got  it  through 
a  cold. 

10032.  Did  your  daughter  mix  with  any  leprous  people  at  all  ? — No  ;  she 
never  came  in  contact  with  anyone. 

10033.  Dr.Dodds.']  Did  any  lepers  live  near  you? — No. 

Eev.  Pete?'  Minnaar  examined. 
„  10034.  Chairman.~\  Are  you  a  minister  of  the  Dutch  Eeformed  Church  ? 

Peter  Mvnnnnr.  ^ 

10035.  Where  do  you  live  ?— In  Cape  Town. 

10036.  Have  you  held  any  appointment  on  Eobhen  island  ?--No,  but  I 
have  gone  there  occasionally  as  a  visitor.  I  know  Mr.  L  *  *  *  and  Mr. 
K  *  *  *  *  personally. 

10037.  How  long  is  it  since  you  visited  the  island  ?— Four  or  five 
months. 

10038.  Do  you  go  there  very  often  ? — No. 

10039.  For  how  long  have  you  been  visiting  the  island  ?— Two  and 
a  half  years  about. 

10040.  Have  the  patients  complained  to  you  at  all  ? — Yes.  Mr. 
j{;  *  *  *  *  Ig,  blind,  and  he  complained  that  he  had  nobody  to  lead 
him  about  for  exercise. 

10041.  Did  he  complain  about  anything  else? — Mr.  L  *  *  *  said 
that  some  of  the  officials  did  not  behave  themselves  properly ;  he  did 
not  give  me  the  names. 

10042.  In  what  way  did  they  not  behave  themselves? — By  drinking 
too  much.  He  also  said  that  some  of  the  attendants  were  not  ki»d  to  the 
lepers,  that  they  were  too  rough. 

10043.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  the  officials  drunk  yourself? — No. 
13044.  Have  you  spoken  to  any  of  the  other  male  patients  ?— -Yes ;  I 

know  Mr.  P  .    I  saw  his  wife  at  the  Paarl.    He  complained  that 

he  had  not  blankets  enough  to  keep  him  warm  at  night.  Some  friends 
at  the  Paarl  sent  him  some. 

10045.  Did  he  say  why  that  was  ;  had  he  asked  for  them  ? — Yes,  but 
he  could  not  get  them  he  said. 

10046.  Did  he  complain  of  roughness  on  the  part  of  the  attendants  ?— 

No. 

10047.  Did  he  mention  the  names  of  any  of  the  officials  who  were  drunk  ? 
—No. 

10048.  Did  you  hear  any  other  complaints  ?— They  complained  about 
the  clergyman  of  the  English  Ohurohj  the  Jiey,  }lix.  Watkins  •  they  said  he 
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got  up  a  petition  for  his  own  people  praying  for  their  release  and  I  have  p,;^,.^,^[„"„„ 
heard  that  he  gave  out  that  nothing  was  done  for  the  members  of  the  Dutch  _ 
Eeformed  Church,  and  this  gave  rise  to  disaffection.    Some  of  the  patients  ^V'l  •^•'ti'.  i 
seemed  to  be  impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  Datch  Eeformed  Church  was 
the  cause  of  their  detention  on  the  island  and,  therefore,  they  did  not  care  to 
^ttend. 

f       10049.  Who  told  you  that?— Mr.  L  *  *  *  and  Mr.  K  *  *  *  *. 

10050.  Have  you  seen  any  petition? — No.  Some  of  the  patients 
complain  that  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  does  not  do  anything  towards 
getting  them  removed. 

10051.  Have  you  been  to  the  island  on  ordinary  visiting  days? — Yes. 
I  think  there  is  too  much  familiarity  between  the  visitors  and  the  patients. 
I  remember  seeing  one  very  bad  case,  and  some  children  who  went  over  were 
all  sitting  on  the  bed. 

10052.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  the  patients  sharing  their  food  with 
the  visitors  ? — No. 

10053.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  the  visitors  sitting  and  eating  with 
the  patients  ? — No. 

10054.  Have  you  ever  observed  any  immorality  on  the  island  ? — No. 
Mr.  L  *  *  *  told  me  that  he  was  certain  that  immorality  went  on, 

10055.  Did  you  attach  any  importance  to  th.e  statement  that  the  Dutch. 
Eeformed  Church  did  nothing  for  the  patients  ? — Yes  ;  that  is  why  they  are 
not  attending  the  church  ;  it  makes  the  people  restless  and  discontented. 
They  do  not  like  the  idea  of  the  Dutch  Eeformed  Church  being  bailt  there, 
as  they  think  it  means  that  they  are  always  to  remain  on  the  island. 

10056.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  for  the  amelioration  of  the 
condition  of  the  leper  patients  ? — I  think  the  impression  should  be  removed 
that  the  Dutch  Eeformed  Church  is  in  any  way  opposed  to  the  interests  of 
the  patients.  The  Eev.  Mr.  Morgan,  the  minister,  gets  a  very  poor  attendance. 
There  were  about  80  at  the  commencement  and  now  there  are  very  few. 

10067.  Is  the  attendance  much  larger  at  Mr.  Watkins'  services  ?■ — Yes, 
much  larger.  There  is  an  impression  that  he  is  proselytizing  on  the  island. 
Many  persons  who  really  belong  to  the  Dutch  Eeformed  Church  when  they 
go  to  the  island  cease  to  attend  the  services  owing  to  these  reports  that  are 
spread  about.    I  should  say  it  is  done  out  of  spite. 

10058.  Have  you  ever  spoken  to  Mr.  Watkins  about  it  ? — No. 

10059.  Has  anyone  in  the  Dutch  Church  spoken  to  him  about  it  ? — No, 

10060.  Do  you  know  for  whom  the  petition  was  intended  ? — ^I  should 
say  for  Parliament.    It  was  about  the  time  when  Parliament  was  in  session. 

lOOGl.  Do  you  know  if  anybody  signed  it  ? — I  believe  so.  Mr.  L  *  *  * 
and  Mr.  K  *  *  *  *  did,  and  some  of  the  other  white  patients. 

10062.  Apart  from  this,  do  you  think  the  lepers  are  well  cared  for  on 
the  island  ? — Mr.  L  *  *  *  and  Mr.  K  *  *  *  *  have  complained  about  the 
food ;  the  latter  thinks  that  as  he  is  a  paying  patient  he  ought  to  have  some 
one  to  lead  him  about,  and  the  former  is  of  opinion  that  there  is  too  much 
familiarity  between  the  visitors  and  the  patients. 

10063.  In  that  respect  you  think  segregation  is  not  properly'  carried  out  ? 
— Just  so.  He  told  me  that  when  he  was  on  his  farm  he  kept  separate  from 
the  rest  of  his  family  ;  ho  would  not  even  shake  hands  with  them ;  and  he 
asked  what  was  the  use  of  his  being  segregated  on  the  island  when  there 
was  so  much  intercourse  allowed  with  people  from  the  mainland. 

10064.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Do  you  know  anything  about  leprosy  on  the  maiu- 
Lland  ? — Yes;  there  is  a  number  of  cases  at  the  Paarl,  also  at  Wellington  and 
•  Malmesbury.    A  doctor  at  the  Paarl  told  me  lately  that  he  knew  of  nearly  a 

dozen  cases.  Some  years  ago  at  Somerset  West  Strand,  there  was  a  butcher 
who  had  the  disease  very  badly  and  yet  he  carried  on  his  business  and  even 
cut  up  the  meat.  I  know  of  some  very  respectable  people  at  the  raarl  who 
jiave  the  disease. 
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Pctc^Miimam-  10065.  Why  have  tlicy  not  been  reported  ? — I  suppose  their  friends  do 

—  not  like  to  do  so. 

April  L'oth,  1891.  10066.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Are  those  cases  known  to  the  magistrate  ?— I  should^ 

say  so.    I  have  heard  of  cases  from  the  doctors, 

10067.  Does  Mr.  P  ever  complain  to  you  of  the  injustice  of  his 

being  sent  to  the  island,  while  others  who  have  the  disease  arc  allowed  to 
remain  at  large  ? — No  ;  he  says  the  patients  on  the  island  are  miserable  enough, 
and  they  do  not  want  others  to  be  brought  there.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
feeling  of  that  sort. 

10068.  Dr.  Dodds.~]  Are  the  patients  on  the  island  rather  glad  that' 
these  lepers  on  the  mainland  can  remain  at  home  ? — Yes  ;  they  have  hopes  of 
returning  themselves  soon.  Mr.  L  *  *  "*  spoke  about  trying  to  get  leave  to  go 
to  Europe. 

Mr.  W.  Pavel  further  examined. 

Mr.  ^  10069.  Chairman.']  "When  you  were  on  Kobbeu  Island  did  you  keep  th^ 

books  relating  to  the  kit  and  equipment  ? — Yes. 

10070.  Were  they  initiated  by  you  ? — Yes,  under  instructions  from  Dr. 
Impey. 

10071.  Was  that  with  a  view  to  have  a  record  of  the  issue  of  all  stores 
and  kit  to  the  patients  ? — Yes. 

10072.  From  those  books  are  you  able  to  show  the  stores  that  have 
been  issued  and  received  ?— Yes  ;  everything. 

10073.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  stores  issued  did  not 
reach  the  patients  ? — Whatever  was  issued  at  the  female  leper  wards  was 
received  by  the  patients,  that  is  proved  by  the  checking  ;  the  last  checking 
was  done  by  Mr.  Taylor  on  the  day  before  Mrs.  Pavel  left  the  island.  When^ 
Mrs.  Pavel  took  over  the  female  leper  wards  from  Mrs.  Pouncey,  the  kit  o| 
the  female  patients  was  in  a  sad  state,  and  they  sent  a  letter  to  Dr.  Impej 
on  the  subject,  which  Dr.  Impey  forwarded  to  the  Colonial  Office.  As 
consequence  Mr.  De  Smidt  inspected  the  books  introduced  under  Mrs., 
Pavel's  management ;  Mr.  De  Smidt  also  asked  for  the  books  kept  by  Mrs. 
Pouncey,  and  Dr.  Impey  declared,  in  my  presence,  that  Mrs.  Pouncey  did  not 
comply  with  his  orders,  and  kept  none.  The  book  of  receipts  (produced) 
shows  the  kit  wanting  when  Mrs.  Pavel  took  over  the  wards.  I  repeatedly 
checked  the -kit  and  equipment  of  the  female  patients  from  May,  1892,  till 
June,  1893.  On  May  17th,  1893,  I  found  that  to  complete  the  kit  of  the 
female  patients  a  number  of  articles  of  kit  were  wanting,  among  which  were : 
10  sheets,  41  rugs,  37  chambers,  119  house  shawls,  8  print  dresses,  6 
petticoats,  14  hoods  and  15  straw  hats.  Eequisition  for  these  articles  had 
been  duly  sent,  for  instance,  for  the  chambers  on  February  2nd,  1893,  for 
the  house  shawls  on  June  20th,  1892.  A  few  articles  had  been  lost  or 
mislaid  by  the  patients :  2  spoons,  ]  knife,  1  comb,  3  towels,  1  house  shawl. 
On  the  day  before  Mrs.  Pavel  left  the  island,  i.e.,  on  31st  of  May,  1893,  Mr. 
Taylor  checked  the  kit  and  equipment  of  the  female  patients,  and  he  found 
the  articles  correct  with  the  books,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  articles  lost 
or  mislaid  by  the  patients.  I  would  refer  to  Mr.  Taylor's  report  to  Dr. 
Impey,  which  was  favourable.  Since  June  1st,  1893,  the  kit  at  the  female 
leper  wards  unfortunately  became  neglected,  as  the  books  (produced)  show. 
The  returns  of  kit  issued  to  the  patients  did  not  correspond  even  with  the 
store  book.  Of  equipment  I  received  no  returns  whatever  since  June,  1893. 
The  books  show  that  since  I  left  the  island,  November,  1893,  no  entries  have 
been  made  in  the  kit  and  equipment  books. 

10074.  With  reference   to  the  male  leper  wards,  were  certain  stores 
issued  also  ? — ^Yes. 

10075.  Who  by  ? — Mr.  Howse  was  the  storekeeper  in  my  time. 

10076.  Did  the  patients  on  the  male  side  receive  all  the  stores  that  were 
ifcisued  ?— I  had  no  control  with  regard  to  that,    I  only  kept  the  books. 

10077.  Can  you  show  from  the  books  that  certain  articles  were  receiyed , 
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or  not  received  by  the  patients  ? — According  to  the  books  (produced)  many  of  Tp^^av, 
the  male  patients  did  not  receive  their  kit  complete.  — 

10078.  Do  you  bring  any  charge  of  corruption  against  the  person  or  ^P"i20th, 
ersons  who  had  to  deal  with  the  things? — I  bring  no  charge,  but  I  consider 

t  corruption  not  to  give  to  the  lepers  what  Government  allows  them. 

10079.  Upon  what  grounds? — The  books  I  kept,  and  Mr.  Fitch's  own 
ook  of  kit  (produced)  show  that  the  articles  due  to  the  patients  have  not  been 

issued  to  them.  For  instance,  it  will  be  seen  from  the  books  that  on  October 
19th,  1 893,  many  patients  had  not  their  kit  complete ;  124  patients  had  no  socks, 
164  no  boots  ;  160  no  veldtsehoens  ;  341  no  neckerchiefs,  260  no  nightcaps  ; 
112  no  felt  hats  ;  156  no  blankets  ;  152  no  sheets;  154  no  rug;  155  no 
pillow  eases  ;  153  no  towels ;  174  no  baths ;  160  no  chamber  ;  173  no  knives  ; 
174  no  forks;  325  no  straw  hats  ;  82  no  braces  or  belt;  185  no  spoons;  159 
no  plates  ;  180  no  basins  ;  187  no  mugs;  40  no  handkerchiefs  ;  65  no  great 
coats ;  110,  1  jacket  each  instead  of  two ;  160, 1  waistcoat  each  instead  of  two  ; 
99,  1  pair  troiisers  each  instead  of  two ;  40,  1  shirt  each  instead  of  two  ;  202 
no  drawers;  33  no  jacket;  55  no  waiscoat;  16  no  trousers;  24  1  flannel 
each  instead  of  two  ;  22  no  flannels.  Should  these  above  mentioned  articles 
have  been  issued  by  the  store  department  to  the  male  leper  asylum,  then 
they  are  not  accounted  for  by  the  asylum.  Of  equipment  I  received  no 
further  returns  and  none  whatever  of  receipts  for  and  issues  from  the  branch 
store.  I  received  no  account  of  what  the  male  leper  asylum  received  from 
the  store  department  in  the  way  of  kit  or  equipment.  The  store  book  I 
kept  is  blank,  the  book  of  equipment  has  no  entry  ;  since  I  first  began  it  the 
book  of  kit  shows  the  state  of  the  patients  kit.  There  has  been  no  checking 
at  the  male  leper  wards.  Dr.  Impey's  orders  that  I  should  check  kit  and 
equipment  there  were  opposed  by  Mr.  Fitch.  The  orders  which  Dr.  Impey 
gave  to  Mr.  Fitch,  to  furnish  me  with  proper  returns  were  disregarded. 
Every  month  I  sent  my  written  reports  on  the  state  of  the  kit  and  equipment 
to  Dr.  Impey.  Mr.  Jones,  the  magistrate,  also  inspected  my  books  at  my  request. 
In  the  store  book  ought  to  be  entered  everything  which  arrives  from  the 
main  store,  but  nothing  has  been  entered. 

10080.  Will  you  explain  the  method  of  issuing  the  stores  to  the  patients; 
you  say  that  Mr.  Howse  issued  the  articles  ;  did  he  absolutely  issue  them 
with  his  own  hands,  or  did  he  merely  give  the  order  that  certain  articles 
should  be  issued  ? — In  the  first  place  a  requisition  is  made  out  by  the  male 
leper  superintendent,  Mr.  Fitch ;  he  sends  that  to  Dr.  Impey,  who  gives  it 
to  Mr.  Gower.  and  after  that  it  goes  to  Mr.  Howse,  who  issues  the  articles, 

10081.  Has  Mr.  Howse  charge  of  the  store  where  the  goods  are  stowed 
away  ? — Yes. 

10082.  "When  he  receives  the  list  from  Mr.  Gower,  does  he  issue  the 
goods  ? — Yes. 

10083.  What  is  the  ofiicial  title  of  Mr.  Howse  ?— Storekeeper  he  was 
generally  called. 

10084.  Does  he  distribute  the  articles  to  each  patient  or  does  he  give 
them  to  an  attendant  to  hand  round  ? — He  writes  out  a  receipt  to  be  signed 
by  the  male  leper  superintendent  or  by  the  matron,  and  then  the  articles  go 
into  the  hands  of  the  ration  man,  who  delivers  them  on  return  of  the  receipt 
which  he  takes  back  to  Mr.  Howse. 

10085.  Is  there  any  book  kept  showing  that  the  articles  actually  reached 
the  patients  ? — The  books  produced  to-day  show  what  each  patient  received 
and  that  they  not  received  what  Government  allows  each  patient. 

10086.  Does  the  storekeeper  deliver  the  articles  to  the  male  leper  super- 
intendent, Mr.  Fitch  ? — Yes. 

10087.  And  is  a  receipt  given  by  Mr.  Fitch  to  Mr.  Howse  ?— Yes, 
through  the  ration  man. 

10088.  Does  that  appear  in  book  form  ? — ^No,  there  were  loose  sheets. 
The  ration  man  had  to  deliver  them  to  Mr.  Howse. 
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w^ave:.  10089.  Wlien  did  you  cease  to  take  charge  of  the  books  ?  -  In  November 

—    *       last  year.  I  entered  according  to  the  returns  that  I  received.    I  should 
April  20th,  1894.  j-eceivB  retums  from  the  matron  at  the  female  wards  and  from  the  superin- 
tendent of  male  lepers,  but  as  I  have  already  explained  I  received  no  proper 
return  from  the  latter. 

10090.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  I  take  it  that  you  cannot  prove  anything  more 
except  that  the  books  were  badly  kept,  and  that  the  proper  returns  were  not 
furnished  ;  you  cannot  call  that  corruption,  can  you  ? — I  think  it  is  corruption 
to  disobey  persistently  for  years  the  orders  of  the  superintendent 
of  the  island,  and  not  to  give  to  the  patients  what  Government  allows 
them. 

10091.  Dr.  Herman.']  Where  was  your  office  ? — In  the  village. 

10092.  You  never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  goods  yourself,  had 
you  ? — No,  I  only  kept  the  books. 

10093.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Did  you  complain  about  the  returns  not  being 
given  to  you  ? — ^Yes,  to  Dr.  Impey  and  also  to  Mr.  Jones. 

10094.  At  this  time  were  they  not  extremely  busy  on  the  island,  as  so 
many  patients  were  coming  in,  and  Mr.  Fitch  had  a  great  deal  to  do  in 
attending  to  the  immediate  wants  of  the  people  without  furnishing  returns  ; 
should  not  that  be  taken  into  consideration  ? — There  were  not  always  patients 
coming  in  ;  weeks  and  months  passed  before  a  new  patient  arrived,  and  Mr. 
Fitch's  own  book  of  kit  (produced)  which  he  himself  kept,  shows  that  for 
years  he  made  no  proper  entries,  he  therefore  could  not  furnish  proper  returns 

10095.  Do  you  use  the  word  corruption  in  a  criminal  light ;  do  you  mean, 
for  instance,  that  Mr.  Fitch  or  anybody  else  got  these  goods  and  privately 
sold  them  or  disposed  of  them  in  any  way  ? — I  never  said  that. 

10096.  Your  remarks  would  imply  that,  would  they  not? — I  meant  that 
not  only  the  books  are  kept  in  a  careless  way,  but  that  it  is  a  careless  state  of' 
affairs  not  to  give  to  the  patients  what  is  due  to  them.  The  patients  suffered 
a  good  deal,  some  to  a  great  extent  by  it ;  they  naturally  grew  discontented, 
and  their  management  became  more  difficult.  Dr.  Impey  desired  that  every 
patient  should  have  his  or  her  full  kit  according  to  the  authorised  list  of  kit, 
and  to  have  a  perfect  control  in  this  respect  the  office  of  clerk  of  kit  and  equip- 
ment has  been  introduced,  but  his  orders  were  not  obeyed. 

10097.  Chairman.']  Do  you  mean  that  Mr.  Fitch's  book  is  kept  in  a  wrong 
and  careless  way  ? — Yes. 

10098.  You  do  not  imply  that  the  goods  were  never  issued,  or  that  they 
were  stolen  ? — The  latter  I  do  not  imply,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
male  patients  did  not  receive  their  kit  complete.    If  the  kit  of  each  patient 

'  would  have  been  checked  according  to  the  authorised  list  of  kit  in  November, 
1893,  when  I  left  the  island,  it  would  have  been  shown  that  a  great  number 
of  patients  who  resided  on  the  island  a  year,  and  longer,  had  not  their  kit 
complete  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  if  a  checking  should  take  place  to-day  the 
result  would  not  be  much  better. 

10099.  What  importance  do  you  attach  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  kit  and 
equipment  ? — The  office  of  clerk  of  kit  and  equipment,  if  independent  from 
the  store  department  and  from  the  chief  clerk's  office,  as  it  was  when  I  held  the  . 
office,  is  of  advantage  to  the  patients  and  to  Government,  provided  :  1st,  that 
the  ledger  of  the  store  department,  showing  all  the  articles  of  kit  and  equip- 
ment issued  to  each  of  the  four  institutions  (lunatic  and  leper),  is  compared 
at  regular  intervals  with  the  books  of  the  office,  and  2nd,  if  at  regular  inter- 
vals a  checking  at  each  of  the  four  institutions  of  the  equipment  and  of  the 
kit  of  each  patient  (and  at  the  male  and  female  leper  establishments  of  the 
branch  stores)  takes  place  according  to  the  books  of  the  office.  In  this  way 
it  will  be  seen  whether  each  of  the  articles  issued  by  the  store  department  to 
one  of  the  four  institutions  has  been  properly  issued  to  the  patient  for  whom 
the  article  has  been  requistioned.  Dr.  Impey  introduced  this  office,  and  if  his 
orders  had  been  obeyed,  which,  unfortunately  was  not  the  case  as  far  as  the 
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male  leper  establishment,  and  since  June,  1893,  also  the  female  wards  ^i^;. 
are  concerned,  every  patient  would  have  had  the  kit  according  to  the  author-  — 
ised  list.    If  the  superintendent  of  male  lepers  would  have  kept  his  own   ^^p"^  ^oth,  i894. 
books  properly  then  the  office  of  a  clerk  of  kit  and  equipment  would  not 
have  been  necessary  at  all.    It  seems  Mr.  Fitch  can  give  no  account  of  what 
he  received  some  years  from  the  store  department  in  the  way  of  kit  and 
equipment,  and  his  own  book  of  kit  (produced)  shows  that  he  can  give  no 
satisfactory  account  of  his  issues  to  the  patients.    Therefore  I  believe  the 
office  of  clerk  of  kit  and  equipment  of  advantage. 

101 00.  Dr.  HermmC\  Do  you  really  think  such  an  officer  as  clerk  of  kit 
and  equipment  is  necessary  on  the  island  ? — It  would  have  been  very  useful  , 
under  the  circumstances  if  properly  carried  out. 

10101.  Should  he  be  in  direct  communication  with  the  storekeeper? — 
Yes,  to  compare  the  books  as  I  just  explained, 

10102.  What  advantage  is  it  to  have  an  entry  in  your  books  if  you  do 
not  know  whether  the  patients  themselves  have  received  the  articles  ? — There 
should  be  also  a  checking  at  each  of  the  institutions  to  see  if  each  patient 
received  what  he  should  have. 

10103.  Is  there  a  clerk  of  kit  and  equipment  at  the  present  time  ?—  I 
do  not  know. 

10104.  Is  it  not  a  simple  matter  of  office  detail  keeping  books  like 
these  ? — I  think  it  is  very  useful  if  the  book-keeping  is  connected  with  a 
regular  checking.  Once  in  two  months  would  be  sufficiently  often  to  go  round 
and  see  that  the  things  were  there,  that  each  patient  received  the  articles  due  to 
him  or  to  her ;  if  the  leper  institutions  are  properly  managed,  and  if  the  books 
are  conscientiously  kept  by  the  superintendent  of  male  lepers,  the  office  of  clerk 
of  kit  and  equipment  could  well  be  dispensed  with,  but  he  kept  his  own 
book  of  kit  (produced)  improperly.  I  think  this  office  would  have  been  very 
useful  if  Dr.  Impey's  orders  had  been  obeyed  rc  returns  and  checking. 

10105.  "Was  it  difficult  to  keep  the  books  when  you  were  on  the  island  ? 
— Yes,  very  dijSJcult,  because  I  received  no  return  from  the  male  leper  side. 
It  was  all  right  on  the  female  leper  side  till  1st  of  June,  1893. 

10106.  Why  did  you  not  receive  the  returns  from  the  male  leper  side? 
— I  do  not  know. 

10107.  Did  you  ask  for  them  ? — Yes,  many  times.    I  asked  Dr.  Impey 
and  also  Mr.  Jones. 

10108.  Can  you  show  us  what  books  you  kept  in  the  female  leper 
asylum? — \jriic  witness  explained  the  hoolcs7\ 

10109.  Kow  is  it  you  were  able  to  keep  the  female  leper  asylum  books 
so  accurately  ? — Because  I  received  the  returns  from  the  matron,  Mrs.  Pavel. 

10110.  Did  you  ask  frequently  for  them  ?— No.  I  was  not  able  to  keep 
the  books  of  the  male  lepers  because  I  could  not  get  proper  returns. 

10111.  Did  you  live  on  the  island  with  your  wife  ? — Since  December, 
1892,  I  lived  in  the  tillage,  where  I  had  my  office  ;  from  May,  1892,  till 
November,  1892, 1  lived  with  my  wife. 

10112.  Di\  Dodds.']  "What  did  you  receive  as  kit  and  equipment  clerk  ? 
— £5  a  month  with  rations  and  quarters. 

10113.  Dr.  Herman.']  Did  you  have  any  other  duties  ? — No  other  duties 
were  connected  with  the  office  of  clerk  of  kit  and  equipment. 

loll"!.  Was  the  office  established  when  you  went  there? — It  was 
established  only  in  December,  1892. 

10115.  Chairman.']  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  lay  before  the 
Commission  ? — I  think  there  ought  to  be  sufficient  kit  in  store  to  provide  for 
new  comers  and  for  old  patients. 

10116.  In  what  way? — Patients  had  to  wait  often  for  months  before 
tbey  received  the  most  necessary  article  of  kit ;  some  arrived  in  rags  and 
no  dress,  no  shirt  and  so  on  could  bo  given  to  them, 

10117.  Did  the  Kev.  Mr.  Watkius  hold  service  at  fixed  hours? — Dr. 
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w^wet       Inopey  established  certain  fixed  hours  for  Divine  Service,  but  Mr.  Watkins 
—  '       did  not  keep  the  hours  appointed  for  religious  service  and  in  this  way  he 
April  20t3i,  1894.   interfered  with  the  management  of  the  institution  and  the  discipline. 

10118.  In  what  way  did  it  make  any  breach  of  discipline? — For 
instance,  in  this  way  :  The  patieats  had  to  prepare  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
before  meal  time  the  tables  in  the  wards  for  dinner ;  at  twelve  o'clock  when  the 
bell  rang  (I  refer  here  to  the  female  wards)  the  dinner  was  ready  in  the 
kitchen,  the  working  patients  had  to  be  there  to  carry  the  food  to  the  wards. 
When  Mr.  Watkins  began  his  service  later  than  at  the  fixed  time  and  kept 
the  patients  in  the  chapel  over  the  time,  the  good  order  was  disturbed  and 
the  patients,  who  sometimes  receiA^ed  their  meal  cold,  became  dissatisfied  and 
their  management  became  more  difficult.  I  know  that  Mrs.  Pavel  had  to 
report  the  English  chaplain  repeatedly  to  Dr.  Impey  for  interfering  with  the 
regulations  of  the  institution. 

10119.  Was  that  verbally  ?— Yes. 

10120.  Was  it  also  by  letter  ? — Yes,  also  by  letter. 

10121.  In  what  other  way  did  Mr.  Watkins  make  any  breach  of  discip- 
line ? — I  beg  to  refer  to  the  written  reports  and  complaints. 

10122.  Did  you  ever  see  any  of  the  officials  on  the  island  drunk '? — I 
saw  drunk  once. 

10123.  When  was  that  ?— Shortly  after  I  went  to  the  island  in  1892. 

10124.  Was  it  in  the  daytime  ? — Yes,  at  noon. 

10125.  You  never  saw  him  drunk  afterwards  ? — Yes,  but  I  do  not 
recollect  the  dates. 

10126.  Did  you  ever  see  any  of  the  other  officials  drunk  ? — Yes,  I  saw 

■ —   drunk  twice ;  once  in  the  afternoon,  when  he  went  from  the 

restaurant  to  Mr.  Pereira's  shop,  and  on  another  occasion  near  the  Eoman 
Catholic  chapel.  It  was  in  June  or  July,  1893,  in  the  day  time  about  four 
o'clock,  when  I  saw  him  drunk  going  from  the  restaurant.  The  date  of  the 
other  occasion  was  previous  to  that.  I  heard  a  good  deal  of  the  drunkenness 
of   from  Mr.  Tappe,  the  bar-keeper,  and  from  male  patients. 

10127.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  the  leper  attendants  drunk  ? — Yes ; 
in  the  morning  and  in  the  afternoon.    I  do  not  know  their  names. 

10128.  Do  you  recollect  the  dates  ? — It  was  in  1893  ;  it  was  in  the  day 

time. 

10129.  Do  you  know  how  the  male  patients  obtained  dagga? — No;  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  male  lepers. 

10130.  Do  the  female  patients  get  it? — At  the  commencement  they, 
smoked  it. 

10131.  Who  issued  it  ? — I  do  not  know  how  they  got  it. 

10132.  Was  it  smuggled  over  ? — Very  likely  ;  a  stop  was  put  to  it,  and 
then  they  smoked  it  no  more. 

101 33.  Did  Dr.  Todd  ever  order  dagga  for  the  patients? — Yes;  you 
wUl  find  it  in  the  prescription  book.    He  sent  it  up  for  the  women. 

10134.  What  date  was  that  ?— Between  January  and  May  of  last  year  ; 
I  think  in  March. 

10135.  How  came  you  to  know  about  it? — I  saw  it  in  the  prescription 
book,  and  there  was  a  tin  of  it  in  the  office. 

10136.  Did  the  patients  receive  it  ? — No  ;  they  never  got  it.  Mrs. 
Pavel  kept  it  in  thg  office  and  informed  Dr.  Impey,  who  said  it  was  to  be 
returned. 

10137.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Were  you  twice  at  the  island  ? — I  was  there  from 
May  to  November,  1892,  and  from  December,  1892  to  November,  1893.  I 
was  away  for  a  month. 

10138.  Were  you  dismissed  ? — Yes,  in  November,  1892,  and  November, 
1893. 

10139.  Why  did  you  leav*  ? — I  received  notice  to  leave;  i.e.,  in 
J^'ovember,  1892,  I  received  a  month's  salary  in  lieu  of  notice,  and  in 
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October,  1893,  I  received  notice  because  there  was  not  sufficient  work  to  w'^avei 
occupy  my  time.  — 

10140.  On  what  grounds  did  you  leave  in  1892  ?— I  was  tohl  that  the  ^p'^^  -^t^'  ^'^^ 
Attorney -General  said  it  was  not  practicable  for  a  man  to  live  at  the  female 
compound.    I  was  then  living  inside  the  compound.    The  fact  is,  there  was 

aB  intrigue  against  me.  An  enquiry  was  held  by  the  magistrate,  Mr.  Jones, 
by  order  of  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  when  I  returned  to  the  island  in 
December,  1892. 

10141.  What  was  the  charge  brought  against  you  ? — I  refer  you  to  the 
!  sworn  evidence. 

I        10142.  CJiairm<m.~\  Is  the  whole  of  the  evidence  in  the  possession  of  the 
Colonial  Office  ?~yes." 

10143.  Can  the  Commission  obtain  it  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  W,  E.  Moore  further  examined. 

Mr. 

10144.  Chairman7\  You  are  one  of  the  official  visitors  to  Robben  Island  ?     w.  e.  sionre. 
—Yes. 

10145.  Have  you  personally  inspected  any  of  the  kit  and  equipment 
books  ? — Shortly  before  Mr.  Pavel  left  the  island  I  went  over  the  books 
myself  ;  it  was  about  October  last.  It  was  impossible  to  overtake  the  work 
of  inspecting  the  island  in  one  visit,  and  I  wanted  to  satisfy  myself  in  regard 
to  the  whole  of  the  different  establishments.  On  previous  occasions  some  of 
the  patients  had  complained  that  they  did  not  get  various  articles  of  clothing, 
and  I  then  asked  Mr.  De  Smidt  whether  I  might  inspect  the  books.  As  I 
have  already  stated  in  my  evidence,  some  of  the  patients  said  that  those  who 
were  on  terms  of  intimacy  or  friendship  with  Mr.  Fitch  got  what  they  wanted 
while  others  did  not,  so  I  thought  I  would  satisfy  myself  whether  there  were 
any  grounds  for  the  complaint  by  inspecting  the  books.  After  going  round 
I  the  wards,  I  asked  Mr.  Pavel  for  the  books,  and  he  said,  "I  do  not  know 
whether  I  can  let  you  see  them."  I  replied  that  Mr.  De  Smidt  had  stated 
that  everything  was  open  to  my  inspection ;  whereupon  he  showed  me  this 
book  (produced)  and  pointed  out  what  the  patients  were  entitled  to  receive 
and  the  various  articles  that  had  not  been  issued.  As  far  as  my  memory 
serves  me  we  referred  to  that  in  our  next  report. 

10146.  Did  that  inspection  bear  out  your  impression  that  there  was 
some  favouritism  ? — Yes,  connecting  what  I  saw  in  the  books  with  what 
the  patients  told  me. 

10147.  Are  you  able  to  point  out  anything  now  ? — No  ;  certain  blanks 
which  are  still  here  were  shown  to  me  and  I  was  told  that  the  articles  were 
not  issued  to  the  patients ;  some  got  things  while  others  did  not.  While  on 
the  one  hand  many  of  the  patients  complain  when  possibly  there  is  no  real 
cause  for  complaint,  on  the  other  hand  it  is  difficult  to  get  some  patients  to 
make  any  complaint  as  to  things  which  actually  exist  for  fear  of  offending 
the  officials.  In  the  female  wards  during  Mrs.  Pavel's  time  I  must  say  that 
everything  was  in  excellent  order.  I  do  not  know  much  about  the  issue  of 
stores  and  clothing,  but  the  comfort  of  the  patients  seemed  to  be  well  attended 
tq  and  the  place  was  tidily  kept. 

10148.  Has  there  been  a  failing  off  in  that  respect  ? — Yes,  in  fact  I 
have  spoken  to  the  present  matron  about  certain  things,  but  she  says  she  has 
not  sufficient  assistance  and  therefore  cannot  keep  the  place  clean.    I  asked 

Ijyier  why  she  did  not  apply  to  the  Government,  as  1  felt  sure  that  she  would 
|;%et  more  help  if  she  wanted  it.  I  believe  the  Government  wish  to  do 
i  Everything  in  their  power  to  make  it  comfortable  for  the  patients.  What  I 
complain  of  is  that,  with  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  patients,  there  has 
«i  not  been  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  staff  in  order  tp  overtake  the  work. 
I  10149.  Did  you  furnish  the  Government  with  a  report  of  your  official 
fi  inspection  in  March  last  ? — Yes ;  it  was  a  very  full  report. 
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V  E^%oure  10150.  Can  we  obtain  a  copy  of  that? — Yes;  Dr.  Jane  Waterston, 

'  '  —     '     Mudie,  and  myself  went  over  and  wo  made  a  full  investigation. 
April  20th,  1894.  10  1  51.  Could  you  give  us  a  brief  outline  of  that  report  ?— The 

were  so  many  points.  In  the  male  leper  wards  we  found  that  the  food 
was  not  what  it  ought  to  be  for  persons  suffering  from  disease.  W 
made  enquiries  and  found  that  the  cook  had  to  prepare  meals  for  some 
340  patients,  I  think  he  mentioned,  and  as  he  only  had  one  stove  at 
his  disposal  he  had  to  commence  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  what  he 
then  prepared  he  put  into  tins  to  keep  it  warm,  and  then  he  went  on 
with  the  second  batch,  and  so  on,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  food  might, 
be  ready  by  one  o'clock ;  the  result  was  that  the  food  j)repared  in  tld 
first  instance  was  dried  out  and  there  was  no  nourishment  left  on  it.  Tl 
bone  is  considered  as  part  of  the  weight  issued,  and  I  pointed  out  myself  tl 
Mr.  Mudie  that  some  of  the  patients .  really  had  very  little  but  bone  and 
gristle. 

10152.  Is  that  so  in  the  female  wards  also  ? — No.  the  food  is  excel- 
lent and  abundant  there. 


Cape  Town,  Tharadaij,  April  26 ih,  1894. 


PKESENT :  ^■ 


Dk.  Mukray  f Chairman), 


Dr.  Herman, 
Fismer, 


Dr.  Hoffman, 
,,  Dodds. 


Mr.  J.  A.  G.  6'/'aa^' examined. 

Mr-  10153.  Chainnan.']  Do  you  represent  the  contractors  for  the  supply  of 

/.  A.  c^Gna/j.    j^j^^^^     Kobbeu  Island  ? — Yes. 
April  liGtii,  1894.  19154.  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  at  all  in  transmitting  the  meat  to  the 

island  ? — No  ;  there  is  no  difficulty. 

10155.  What  is  the  arrangement  at  present  ? — The  orders  are  sent  by 
the  medical  superintendent  on  the  island,  and  we  send  the  meat  down  by 
wagons  to  the  steamer  from  our  stores. 

10156.  When  do  the  orders  reach  you? — We  generally  have  a  few, 
days'  notice  beforehand.  ' 

10157.  When  are  the  animals  slaughtered  ? — Generally  on  the  morning 
of  the  day  on  which  the  meat  is  sent  over. 

10158.  Therefore  the  meat  goes  from  your  stores  perfectly  fresh? — Yes. 

10159.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  it  after  it  is  put  on  board  the 
steamer  ? — We  put  it  on  board  the  steamer,  but  our  responsibility  does  not 
cease  till  it  is  delivered  on  the  island.  An  officer  on  the  island  takes 
delivery. 

10160.  Does  your  responsibility  then  cease  ? — -Yes,  unless  there  is  any' 
discrepancy  in  the  weights.  The  meat  is  not  actually  weighed  at-  the 
steamer. 

10161.  What  is  name  of  the  oflicer  who  receives  it  ? — I  do  not  know. 

10162.  Have  you  ever  had  any  complaints  at  all  from  the  island  about 
the  quality  of  the  meat  or  as  to  its  being  damaged  in  transit  ? — We  have  had 
complaints  about  the  quality  of  the  meat  not  being  up  to  the  standard,  at 
least  so  the  medical  superintendent  thought. 

10163.  How  do  you  account  for  that? — It  is  on  account  of  the  severe';! 
drought  and  the  veldt  being  destroyed  by  locusts  and  the  consequent  difficulty 
of  getting  first  class  cattle. 

10164.  Do  you  find  that  the  summer  season  makes  much  difi'erence  ii 
regard  to  the  transit  of  the  meat  ? — In  winter  the  meat  looks  better  when  i| 
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jis  despatched.    We  would  kill  probably  the  previous  evening  tod  then  the    ^  ^  ^'ffraaf. 
Imeat  is  nicely  set  and  not  so  liable  to  take  the  dust  as  fresh  meat,  and  it 
keeps  longer.    The  meat  is  apt  to  take  on  a  good  deal  of  dust  which  does 
not  improve  the  appearance  by  the  time  it  reaches  its  destination  ;  it  is 
'handled  on  board  and  on  the  island  again. 

10165.  Some  little  time  ago  there  was  a  complaint  that  the  meat  was 
not  good,  that  it  had  turned  a  little  ;  was  that  brought  to  your  notice  ? — The 
first  supply  since  we  got  the  contract  this  last  time  was  killed  the  previous 
lay  and  it  was  sent  over  in  perfect  order,  but  it  was  sent  back  and  fresh 
meat  was  substituted  for  it.  Since  then  we  have  been  instructed  always  to 
kill  on  the  morning  of  delivery  which  has  been  acted  up  to. 

10166.  Dr.  Ho f man.']  Does  that  apply  to  sheep  as  well  as  oxen? — No; 
Jieep  are  taken  over  alive. 

10167.  Do  you  personally  superintend  the  despatch  of  the  meat? — 
Sometimes  ;  it  is  generally  left  to  the  manager. 

10168.  Do  you  always  have  someone  superintending? — Yes,  someone 
svho  is  responsible  to  me. 

10169.  Is  the  meat  conveyed  in  covered  receptacles  ? — The  meat  is 
:iovered  with  canvas. 

10170.  Is  it  put  in  canvas  bags  ? — No ;  it  is  only  covered  over  with 
canvas.    Our  wagons  I  may  say  have  very  high  sides  to  them. 

10171.  Is  the  meat  of  the  same  quality  as  that  usually  supplied  to  the 
general  public  ? — Yes  ;  in  some  cases  it  is  Ibetter. 

10172.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  the  distance  of  the  island  and  the  hand- 
ling tend  to  affect  the  meat  at  all  ? — Only  in  appearance, 

10173.  You  do  not  think  it  affects  the  quality? — No;  except  that  it 
naturally  looks  better  before  it  leaves  our  stores  than  it  does  when  it  arrives 
on  the  island. 

10174.  Assuming  your  establishment  was  closer  to  the  place  of  delivery 
it  would  be  better  would  it  not? — :Yes. 

10175.  Dr.  HoffmanT]  Does  the  sea  air  affect  the  meat  in  transit  ? — 
No,  I  should  not  think  so ;  it  requires  to  be  carefully  handled  on  board ; 
that  is  the  chief  thing. 

10176.  You  say  that  a  complaint  was  once  made  and  the  meat  was  sent 
back,  did  you  think  at  the  time  that  the  complaint  was  well  founded  ;  was 
it  bad  ? — No,  the  complaint  was  not  well  founded  at  all,  but  unfortunately 
as  in  the  case  of  all  such  contracts,  the  Government  reserve  their  rights  and 
the  contractor  has  no  consideration  at  all  ;  the  quality  was  as  good  as  that  of 
the  meat  which  was  to  be  had  in  the  market,  in  fact  I  am  informed  that  they 
went  to  purchase  meat  elsewhere,  and  it  was  of  an  inferior  quality. 

10177.  Had  you  a  chance  of  inspecting  the  meat  after  it  was  returned 
from  the  island  ? — Yes. 

10178.  And  you  found  that  it  was  good,  even  after  it  had  been  returned 
to  your  stores  ? — After  it  came  back  to  our  stores  it  looked  disgracefully  bad 
owing  to  the  handling.  It  was  fresh  killed,  put  on  the  wagons  and  taken 
down  to  the  steamer,  from  there  it  was  put  into  the  boat  which  is  often  very 
crowded,  and  then  taken  ashore  where  it  is  handled  in  the  butcher's  shop. 

10179.  Was  it  actually  putrid  ? — No  ;  it  was  perfectly  wholesome,  but 
very  dirty,  and  it  looked  bad. 

K 10180.  Is  it  the  case  that  after  meat  has  been  cut  with  a  knife  it 
sumes  a  greenish  hue  ? — No  ;  if  it  is  wholesome,  it  should  not  do  that :  it 
iturally  gets  a  little  dry,  but  it  should  not  turn  green  at  all. 

10181.  Is  the  meat  conveyed  to  the  island  early  in  the  morniog,  in  the 

cool  of  the  day  ? — Yes.  * 

10182.  Chairman^  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  way  in  which  the  meat 
is  distributed  on  the  island  ? — No. 

10183.  C*an  you  suggest  any  improvement  ? — I  do  not  know  how  long 
the  meat  is  kept  before  it  is  distributed,  or  what  class  of  building  it  is 
kept  in. 
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/  A  ^^braaf  10184.  I  swppose  such.  a  point  as  that  would  materially  affect  the  con- 

~         dition  of  the  meat  by  the  time  it  reached  the  wards,  would  it  not  ? — Yes, 
April  26th,  1894.  „aturally. 

10185.  D)\  ITo  fmnn.']  In  the  case  of  the  meat  being  returned,  is  there 
nobody  to  act  as  umpire  between  you  and  the  parties  to  whom  it  is  sent  ? — 
1^0  one  at  all.    I  believe  the  decision  of  the  medical  superintendent  is  final 

10186.  Dr.  Fismer,~\  Do  you  send  meat  over  by  every  steamer? — Asa 
rule,  we  do. 

10187.  Dr.  Hofman.~\  Do  you  send  all  parts  of  the  carcase,  or  ar 
special  parts  selected  for  the  island  ? — The  carcase  goes  in  full,  as  a  rule, 
with  the  exception  that  most  of  the  rough  parts  are  taken  off,  as,  for  instance, 
the  points  of  the  shins  and  the  thick  part  of  the  neck ;  that  is  all  kept  back. 

10188.  So  that  in  fact  the  people  on  the  island  get  the  choicest  parts  of 
the  beef  along  with  the  inferior  portions,  just  as  the  general  public  do  ?• 
Yes;  quite  so. 

10189.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  "Whether  the  patients  or  whether  the  staff  get  tjj 
best  parts  depends  of  course  on  the  distribution  ? — Yes. 

10190.  Chairman.']  How  soon  do  you  think  the  meat  ought  to  be  disr 
tributed  after  arrival  on  the  island,  judging  from  your  own  experience,  say 
in  the  summer  time  ? — I  should  think  within  24  hours  after  landing  in  sum- 
mer, and  in  winter  a  little  longer,  in  fact  the  meat  would  keep  for  a  week  in 
winter.  f 

10191.  Should  there  be  any  special  arrangement  made  for  the  meat  o~ 
the  island  when  it  is  landed  ? — Undoubtedly  there  ought  to  be  proper 
ventilated  stores  for  the  purpose, 

10192.  Should  the  meat  be  hung  on  hooks  instead  of  lying  on  tables 
— Yes  ;  it  should  be  hung  on  hooks  and  perfectly  cleaned,  all  the  dust  sho 
be  carefully  wiped  off  with  a  clean  cloth,  then  it  should  be  hung  on  hooks 
a  very  cool  place. 

10193.  There  should  be  special  regard  paid  to  cleanliness? — Yes. 

10194.  Dr.  Ho  fman."]  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  meat  w 
only  sent  back  on  one  occasion  ? — It  was  sent  back  on  the  first  occasion,  I^^ 
believe,  owing  to  its  being  stale  ;  it  was  slaughtered  the  previous  evening, 
and  the  authorities  wanted  it  to  be  slaughtered  the  same  morning  as  it  w 
delivered,  of  which  fact  we  were  not  aware  at  the  time ;  it  was  the  first  mea' 
supplied  after  we  got  the  contract.  Then  again  it  was  sent  back  because  the. 
doctor  thought  the  quality  was  not  up  to  the  mark  ;  I  think  there  were  two 
occasions  when  it  was  sent  back  since  we  have  had  the  contract.  ; 

10195.  How  long  have  you  had  the  contract? — About  eight  or  nine 
months. 

10196.  Comparatively  speaking  you  have  had  very  few  complaints  ?i 
— Yes,  very  few.  We  generally  guard  against  conplaint  as  much  as  we  can, 
because  eventually  the  loss  falls  upon  us  ;  the  meat  is  returned  and  we  have 
to  stand  the  Joss  to  a  certain  extent. 

10197.  I  suppose  that  very  good  care  is  taken  that  no  meat  froiq 
diseased  animals  is  ever  sent ;  there  is  some  inspection  is  there  not  to  see, 
that  it  is  thoroughly  sound  ? — Yes  :  we  buy  the  best  slaughter  cattle  that 
come  into  the  market  or  are  obtainable  in  the  Colony  ;  our  buyers  travel  very 
far,  right  up  to  the  borders  of  Basutoland  and  Griqualand  East. 
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Cape  Town,  Friday,  April  2Hh,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 


Dr.  Fismer, 
Dodds, 


Dr.  Murray  fChairmanJ, 

Dr.  Herman, 
Hoffman. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Graham  examined. 


Mr. 
/.  /.  Craham. 


10198.  Chairman.~\  You  are  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department  in  Cape 

Town  ? — Yes.  Apnl  27th,  18C4. 

10199.  Under  whose  control  are  the  convicts  on  Eobben  Island  ? — They 
are  immediately  under  the  control  of  Mr.  Powys  Jones,  the  assistant  magis- 
trate on  the  island. 

10200.  What  class  of  convicts  is  sent  over  there  ? — They  are  supposed 
to  he  the  better  behaved  convicts  and  mechanics.  We  have  not  kept  any 
particular  control  over  the  class  of  convicts  that  has  been  sent,  but  have  left 
it  to  the  discretion  of  the  superintendent.  I  should  explain  that  until  Mr. 
Jones  was  appointed  last  year,  the  superintendent  at  the  breakwater  station 
was  also  the  superintendent  of  convicts  on  Eobben  Island,  but  we  found  that 
the  system  did  not  work,  as  the  supervision  was  not  sufficiently  direct,  and 
therefore  when  Mr.  Jones  was  appointed  assistant  magistrate  he  was  also 
appointed  superintendent  of  convicts.  Formerly  it  was  left  to  the  superin- 
tendent here  to  transfer  convicts  to  the  island  as  a  sub-station ;  we  did  not 
interfere  with  his  discretion  unless  we  knew  from  the  history  of  any  man 
that  it  was  undesirable  to  send  him  over  to  the  island. 

10201.  Are  the  convicts  on  the  island  used  for  general  purposes  as  well 
as  artisan  work  ? — Yes ;  they  principally  do  the  beach  work  and  the  sanitary 
work  at  the  leper  wards. 

10202.  Is  there  any  trouble  with  the  convicts  generally  on  the  island  ? — 
Not  recently  I  think ;  at  any  rate  none  has  been  reported  to  us.  I  believe  on 
the  whole  the  behaviour  of  the  convicts  has  been  pretty  good. 

10203.  With  regard  to  the  control  of  the  police  ;  are  the  convict  guards 
and  the  leper  guards  under  the  same  authority  on  the  island  ? — With  regard  to 
the  leper  police  there  is  a  little  dual  control ;  we  have  convict  guards  and  also 
leper  guards,  who  are  attached  for  disciplinary  purposes  to  the  convict  station, 
enrolled  by  the  superintendent  of  convicts  and  paid  by  him,  and  he  is  respon- 
sible for  their  behaviour ;  the  instructions  as  to  what  work  they  are  to  do  , 
come  from  the  island  authorities.    Besides  this,  there  are  other  police — how 

many  I  do  not  know ;  it  is  merely  a  matter  of  accident  that  I  know  there  are 
other  police. 

10204.  Do  you  think  that  the  system  of  dual  control  works  well? — The 
idea  of  having  the  leper  guards  attached  to  the  convict  station  emanated  from 
myself  for  this  reason.  I  regarded  the  duties  of  these  leper  guards  to  be 
necessary  as  much  for  convict  as  other  purposes  :  if  you  guard  the  lepers  t  ou 
to  a  certain  extent  guard  the  convicts  too,  more  particularly  as  some  of  the 
convict  work  is  in  connection  with  the  leper  wards.  In  order  that  there  might 
be  son)e  hold  by  us  over  the  leper  guards  I  asked  that  they  might  be  attached 
for  disciplinary  purposes  to  the  convict  establishment.  The  Colonial  Office 
pays  for  them,  and  the  island  authorities  I  presume,  have  given  them  instructions 
as  to  what  their  duties  are  in  relation  to  guarding  the  lepers  ;  our  officers 
would  give  them  instructions  as  to  the  part  they  are  to  take  in  keeping  a  watch 
over  the  convicts ;  our  officers  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  ordinary  irdand 
police,  whatever  their  duties  are,  and  I  do  not  know  anything  about  thera. 

10206.  What  powers  has  the  surgeon  superintendent  of  the  island  with 
regard  to  the  convicts?— He  has  simply  the  powers  of  a  visiting  magistrate 
[G.IO— '94.]  AAA  A 
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J  J  'Graham     ^®  other  powei'S,  no  practical  powers.    He  may  have  influence  which 

—  may  be  exercised,  but  that  is  not  recognised  by  us,  and  T  do  not  think  it  is 

April  27tii,  1894.  jjgjj^  ^jj^i-     giioald  be  recognised.    That  brings  me  to  a  slight  defect  in  the 
administration  which  I  should  like  to  say  something  about. 

10206.  "Will  you  point  out  how  the  administration  might  be  improved? 
— I  have  long  thought  that  the  paramount  idea  on  the  island  ought  to  be 
the  maintenance  of  order  ;  the  medical  supervision  should  be  regarded  purely 
as  a  departmental  matter.  The  way  I  should  work  it  would  be  this  :  the 
chief  man  on  the  island  should  be  altogether  a  civil  officer,  and  the  medical 
officers  should  conduct  their  separate  or  combined  establishments  as  the  case 
may  be,  whether  lepers  or  lunatics,  purely  as  departmental  matters.  The 
ruling  power  should  be  a  civil  officer,  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  order 
to  the  Colonial  Secretary's  Department  or  whatever  other  department  he  might 
be  placed  under,  and  he  should  moreover  be  a  man  of  sufficient  strength  to 
make  his  influence  felt  on  any  question  relating  to  order. 

10207.  In  other  words,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  creating  Robben 
Island  a  village,  and  administering  it  under  civil  law  ? — ^I  should  make  it  a 
resident  magistracy. 

10208.  On  the  same  conditions  as  you  would  have  a  resident  magistrate 
in  the  country  ? — Yes. 

10209.  And  then  the  whole  of  the  accounts  might  go  through  such 
1         resident  magistrate  and  be  submitted  by  him  to  the  various  departments 

having  expenditure  on  the  island  ? — ^Ycs. 

10210.  Do  you  think  that  would  tend  to  improve  the  work  on  the 
island  generally ;  for  instance,  would  the  medical  work  go  on  better,  inas- 
much«as  it  would  give  the  medical  officers  of  the  island  greater  time  to  devote 
to  their  particular  branch? — Undoubtedly;  there  are  many  matters,  as  I 
have  seen  from  correspondence,  in  regard  to  which  the  medical  superinten- 
nent  of  the  island  has  authority  at  present  which  is  inconvenient ;  for  in- 
stance, thje  Colonial  Secretary's  Department  hires  the  convict,  so  to  speak, 
from  us  and  they  pay  so  much  a  day  for  each  convict,  and  we  are  bound  to 
find  a  certain  proportion  of  guards  according  to  regulations  laid  down. 
Eoughly  it  is  one  guard  to  about  seven  or  ten  convicts ;  any  excess  in  the 
number  of  guards  which  may  be  required  for  their  purpose  is  borne  by  the 
interest  employing  the  convicts.  If  we  go  to  Dr.  Impey,  who  is  the  mana- 
ging official  on  the  island  and  responsible  for  the  expenditure,  and  say  to 
him,  you  are  employing  the  convicts  in  a  manner  requiring  more  guards 
and  you  must  pay  the  excess,"  he  is  at  once  thrown  into  conflict  with  his 
accounting  officer  (the  Colonial  Secretary's  Department)  and  hence  his  in- 
terest naturally  is  (I  do  not  mean  from  any  improper  motive)  to  keep  down 
expenditure,  and  he  does  all  he  can  in  every  way  to  show  us  that  an  in- 
creased number  of  guards  is  not  necessary.  If  however  there  was  an  inde- 
pendent authority  there  not  responsible  directly  for  the  expenditure,  both 
Ministers  would  appeal  to  him,  he  would  give  his  opinion  and  they  would 
disregard  it  at  their  peril.    That  is  my  point. 

10211.  In  that  way  do  you  think  there  would  be  greater  efficiency  for 
maintaining  order  and  discipline  ? — Yes,  and  greater  harmony  also. 

10212.  Would  it  not  also  have  the  effect  of  rendering  the  medical 
superintendent  free  from  the  necessity  of  exercising  judicial  functions? — 
Yes,  it  would. 

10213.  We  find  for  instance,  that  various  complaints  are  made  to  him 
regarding  matters  of  discipline,  and  he  has  to  a  certain  extent  to  adjudicate 
upon  them  even  now :  such  a  condition  as  you  point  out  would  free  him  from 
that  also  would  it  not  ? — Quite  so. 

10214.  In  fact  the  magistrate  would  be  the  buffer  upon  whom  all  the 
grievances  on  the  island  would  fall  ? — Yes. 

10216.  Supposing  any  of  the  patients  or  their  friends  had  grievances,  or 
any  of  the  other  people  living  on  the  island,  thej  should,  you  think,  all  come 
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before  the  magistrate  ?---Yes.    1  should  make  him  an  official  visitor  so  to     j  j^^g,},^^^ 
speak  to  each  institution  on  the  island,  — 

10216.  Would  you  have  such  a  magistrate  permanently  resident  on  27th,  i894. 
the  island  ? — Yes ;  1  think  it  is  essential  that  he  should  be  there  always, 

and  not  simply  go  there  at  stated  times. 

10217.  Would  you  be  inclined  to  appoint  him  for  a  short  or  a  long 
period  ? — That  would  be  a  matter  of  detail.  Sometimes  magistrates  get  in- 
volved more  or  less  in  local  feeling  and  prejudices. 

10218.  Bearing  in  view  that  fact,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  a  short  or 
a  long  appointment  ? — I  think  the  principle  suggested  for  adoption  in  regard 
to  resident  magistrates  generally  should  apply.  It  would  be  an  advantage 
perhaps  if  resident  magistrates  were  shifted  a  little  more  frequently,  as  they 
are  apt  to  get  mixed  up  in  local  cliques,  and  that  argument  would  apply  with 
additional  force  in  regard  to  Eobben  Island,  I  imagine.  I  am  not  speaking 
by  the  card  on  that  point  with  reference  to  the  island,  but  merely  so  far  as 
general  experience  goes. 

10219.  Dr.  Ho  fman.']  Do  you  think  such  an  arrangement  as  you  suggest 
would  at  all  clash  with  the  medical  authorities  ? — ITo.  The  medical  officer 
would  have  absolute  independence  in  his  own  sphere,  just  as  Dr.  Dodds  or 
the  surgeon  superintendent  of  any  hospital  on  the  mainland  has. 

10220.  Dr.  Fismer.']  If  the  patients  had  liberty  to  complain  to  the 
magistrate,  would  not  that  bring  about  unpleasantness  ? — They  have  liberty 
to  complain  to  the  official  visitors  now,  and  my  experience  (which  is  worth 
something,  from  what  I  have  gone  through  the  last  five  or  six  years)  is,  that 
the  power  to  complain  is  a  great  safety  valve  in  the  management  of  these 
institutions.  In  my  annual  report  I  am  actually  advocating  that  there  should 
be  official  visitors  to  the  prisons  and  convict  stations. 

10221.  Dr.  Do<lds.~]  Would  you  have  the  magistrate  only  as  an  official 
visitor  ? — Yes ;  I  would  not  allow  him  any  power  in  the  management  of  the 
institution. 

10222.  Dr.  Hoffman.  \  If  I  understand  you  correctly,  the  surgeon 
superintendent  of  Eobben  Island  would  not  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  the 
magistrate  there  as  a  district  surgeon  does  to  a  magistrate  on  the  mainland  ? 
—No. 

10223.  Dr.  Dodds.^  Would  the  correspondence  have  to  go  through  the 
resident  magistrate  ?— No  ;  but  I  should  make  him  the  central  authority  in 
regard  to  accounts. 

10224.  And  also  for  receiving,  issuing,  and  condemning  stores  ? — No ; 
each  institution  should  have  complete  autonomy  in  that  respect.  . 

19225.  The  island  would  practically  be  a  village,  and  the  official  you 
suggest  would  be  the  resident  magistrate  and  permanent  official  visitor  to 
the  institutions,  having  power  to  visit  both  night  and  day  ? — Yes,  just  so. 

10226.  Dr.  I-Iofman.~\  He  would  not,  of  course,  have  the  right  to  order 
the  medical  superintendent  about  in  the  way  that  an  ordinary  magistrate 
orders  a  district  surgeon  about  ? — No. 

10227.  In  their  respective  spheres  they  would  be  perfectly  independent  ? 
— Yes. 

10228.  And  such  an  officer  should  be  of  sufficient  standing  to  enable 
any  ministerial  department  to  ask  him  for  his  opinion  about  any  occurrences 
in  connection  with  the  management  ? — Yes. 

10229.  Dr.  Dodds.  ']  He  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  administra- 

Ition,  would  he  ? — No. 
\      10230.  Is  there  any  other  work  such  an  officer  could  do  as  well,  besides 
the  office  work  and  the  management  of  the  convicts  ? — No.  I  think  his  hands 
would  be  pretty  full  if  my  idea  were  carried  out,  as  it  is  a  large  area. 

10231.  Would  he  be  responsible  for  the  Public  Works  Department,  for 
instance?— That  is  a  very  vexed  question,  and  I  have  not  considered  it  at  all. 

10232.  Chairman.']  Seeing  that  so  many  interests  are  involved  in  the 
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7  /  '^r'un^iM     ^®P6^  establisliment  on  EobbeiA  Island,  -would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a 
—  short  special  Act  relating  to  the  administration  ? — That  may  be  necessary, 

April  27tlx,  1894.     "b^^  J  jjot  ^^^^ 

10233.  Would  it  be  possible  under  the  existing  Act  to  frame  such 
regulations  as  would  allow  of  the  island  being  worked  on  the  lines  you 
suggest  ? — Yes  ;  if  you  make  the  island  a  resident  magistracy. 

10234.  "Would  it  be  possible  to  have  such  rules  and  regulations 
framed  as  would  prevent  any  clashing  between  the  resident  magistrate  and 
the  medical  authorities  ? — I  think  so  ;  it  all  depends  upon  the  personnel 
of  the  establishment ;  you  must  have  a  strong  man,  and  there  must  be  no 
nonsense  about  his  powers.  He  must  be  a  man  of  tact,  for  it  would  be  a 
difl&cult  position.  Of  course  at  present  there  is  a  little  confusion.  Mr. 
Jones's  relation  to  Dr.  Impey  is  rather  paradoxical :  in  one  sense  he  is 
superior  to  Dr.  Impey,  in  his  judicial  position,  and  in  another  sense  Dr. 
Impey,  as  visiting  magistrate  to  the  convict  station  is  superior  to  Mr.  Jones. 

10235.  And  you  think  that  might  occasion  difficulty  and  confusion? — 
It  might. 

10236.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Do  you  think  it  very  important  that  the  resident 
magistrate  should  be  entirely  detached  from  departmental  responsibility  ? — 
Yes. 

10237.  In  order  to  secure  publicity  do  you  not  think  it  important 
that  cases  tried  before  the  resident  magistrate  should  be  published  in  the 
Cape  Town  papers  ;  at  present  very  much  goes  on  on  the  island  that  is 
never  published,  does  it  not? — Of  course  publicity  would  be  a  great 
benefit,  but  the  difficulty  is  to  know  how  to  secure  it. 

10238.  Could  not  cases  of  any  interest  that  are  tried  be  published  in  the 
papers  in  the  ordinary  way.  Is  not  publicity  the  best  check  on  the  manage- 
ment of  these  institutions? — I  quite  agree  with  that,  but  I  do  not  know  how 
you  are  going  to  secure  it  under  the  present  arrangement,  unless  the 
newspapers  are  informed  when  the  court  sits,  and  then  a  reporter  might  go 
over  possibly. 

10239.  Would  you  make  it  an  instruction  that  a  report  of  cases  tried 
should  be  sent  over  to  the  press  ?— I  hardly  think  so,  because  you  may  on 
certain  occasions  have  a  good  report,  and  at  other  times  a  garbled  report, 
especially  in  connection  with  a  place  like  Eobben  Island,  where  feeling  is  apt 
to  run  high. 

10240.  Might  not  the  charge  and  the  sentence  be  furnished  officially  to 
the  press,  so  that  the  public  could  see  that  these  matters  were  not  burked  ? — 
It  might  not  be  a  bad  idea.  I  may  say  with  regard  to  the  convict  adminis- 
tration that  we  have  reports  of  every  case  sent  to  us  and  they  are  carefully 
scrutinised.  If  there  is  any  suggestion  of  any  undue  communication  between 
the  convicts  and  the  freemen,  for  instance,  we  immediately  have  the  incident 
investigated. 

10241.  What  I  mean  is,  that  things  occurring  in  the  village,  cases  of 
drunkenness  and  disorderly  conduct  might  be  reported  just  as  they  are  in 
Cape  Town  ;  not  matters  appertaining  to  the  internal  working  of  the  institu- 
tion ;  might  not  that  be  done  ? — If  you  selected  an  officer  who  could  be 
trusted  to  send  a  faithfui  report,  it  might  be  a  good  idea,  as  I  certainly  agree 
that  publicity  in  all  such  matters  is  a  wholesome  safeguard. 

10242.  A  great  many  things  happen  on  the  island  which  are  reported 
officially  and  then  they  come  out  in  the  papers  in  some  garbled  form,  and 
thus  the  public  get  to  mistrust  the  institution  ;  is  not  that  so  ? — I  think  so. 
That  is  why  I  have  recommended  official  visitors.  These  garbled  reports  do 
an  infinite  amount  of  harm ;  it  is  better  to  have  the  true  facts  stated.  If 
anything  is  done  it  must  be  done  compulsorily  otherwise  it  might  create 
ill  feeling  if  a  report  was  sent  on  some  occasions  and  not  on  others. 

10243.  Chairman.~\  How  would  you  propose  to  deal  with  questions 
involving  complaints  about  food  supplies  and  such  matters  ? — In  the  course 
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of  his  visits  the  magistrate  would  ascertain  whether  there  were  any  griev- 
ances, just  as  in  the  case  of  the  convict  estahlishments.    The  convicts  have 
the  right  of  appeal  to  the  superintendent  or  the  visiting  magistrate,  and  ^P"^  "^"^^^^  ^^^^ 
either  of  them  has  the  power  to  investigate  the  matter  on  the  spot. 

10244.  Would  you  propose  that  the  whole  of  the  police  supervision 
on  the  island  should  fall  under  the  magistrate  ? — Yes ;  that  would  be  his 
first  responsibility. 

10245.  Dr.  Dodds.'\  He  would  be  an  official  visitor,  visiting  very  fre- 
quently ? — Yes. 

10246.  And  he  would  have  no  more  power  possibly  than  the  official 
visitors  have  now  ? — Just  so. 

10247.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Do  you  think  such  an  arrangement  would  in- 
crease the  expenditure  of  working  on  the  island? — It  cannot  do  so  very  much, 
because  Mr.  Jones  gets  a  certain  salary  and  it  would  simply  mean  increasing 
the  salary.  There  might  be  an  increase  of  £400  or  £500  a  year,  which  would 
be  a  mere  trifle.    Perhaps  a  clerk  or  two  might  be  required.  . 

10248.  Ghuirman.~\  Do  you  approve  of  the  leper  guards  carrying 
revolvers  ? — I  did  not  know  they  were  armed  with  revolvers,  but  I  certainly 
think  they  ought  to  be,  for  this  reason  :  I  take  it  that  the  presence  of  tbe 
lepers  on  the  island  is  a  matter  of  compulsion,  to  a  certain  extent,  and  as 
there  is  a  large  number  of  them  collected  together,  they  may  at  any  moment 
become  liable  to  very  serious  discontent,  and  I  think  it  is  absolutely  essential 
that  the  authority  you  have  there  should  be  real  and  practical  authority  and 
not  mere  bogus  authority.  Of  course,  you  must  be  careful  in  the  selection  of 
the  men.  "With  regard  to  that  point  it  is  of  much  interest  to  read  the  report 
of  the  Featherstone  enquiry  in  England,  where  the  troops  fired  on  the 
colliers.  There  it  was  laid  down  very  plainly  what  are  the  duties,  not  only 
of  soldiers  but  of  civilians,  in  the  case  of  a  riot  as  regards  shooting.  I  have 
always  felt  that  when  you  have  men  placed  in  a  position  of  that  sort  where 
physical  force  is  the  possible  ultimate  resort,  you  must  place  them  in  a 
position  to  enforce  it  completely.  It  is  no  good  having  guards  with  sticks  to 
face  a  large  crowd  of  discontented  men,  because  they  would  know  they  were 
perfectly  useless. 

10249.  Do  you  think  there  might,  under  certain  circumstances,  be  the 
possibility  of  a  combination  between  the  lepers  a  ad  the  convicts  ? — As  far  as 
the  convicts  are  concerned  I  have  no  fear.  Our  men's  powers  are  very  clear 
with  regard  to  shooting,  and  the  latter  know  it ;  but,  unless  the  lower  class 
lepers  know  it  too,  I  should  be  very  apprehensive  of  trouble. 

10250.  Dr.  Hoffman.']  Would  you  apply  the  same  rules  in  regard  to 
shooting  lepers  as  you  would  in  the  case  of  convicts  ? — No.  I  should  not 
go  to  that  extent.  Our  law  is  that  in  order  to  prevent  serious  consequence 
you  may  shoot :  of  course  a  man  who  does  so  fii-es  on  his  own  responsibility, 
and  he  is  not  justified  in  tiring  unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent 
serious  consequences.  If  you  have  leper  guards  you  must  apprehend  some- 
thing, otherwise  they  are  not  necessary ;  if  they  are  necessary,  it  must  be  for 
the  purpose  of  using  physical  force,  and  in  order  to  enable  them  to  use  it 
completely  you  must  either  strengthen  your  guards  very  much,  or  arm  them 
in  such  a  way  that  they  can  prevent  consequences,  such  as  serious  assault 
and  destruction  of  property. 

10251.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Would  not  the  population  on  the  island  be  avail- 
le,  and  might  not  the  revolvers  be  kept  at  the  guard  house  so  as  to  be 
ady  in  case  of  emergency  ? — I  do  not  pretend  to  offer  any  very  definite 

opinion  upon  the  point ;  I  am  only  speaking  on  the  abstract  proposition 
that  if  you  have  police  guards  doing  police  duty  involving  serious  con- 
sequences, you  must  put  them  in  a  position  to  reader  assistance  in  the 
most  complete  way. 

10252.  Would  you  go  the  length  of  saying  ^that  the  guards  should 
always  wear  their  revolvers  ? — I  do  not  say  that,  but  I  should  let  them  wear 
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J  J  ttem  at  night  certainly.    It  all  depends  upon  the  degree  of  restraint  that  the 

—  lepers  are  supposed  to  be  put  under.    Perhaps  they  might  try  to  get  into  a 

April  27th,  1894    ^^at  and  escape. 

10253.  Do  you  think  that  would  justify  the  guards  in  going  to  the 
extreme  length  of  shooting  them  ? — It  depends  upon  what  your  policy  is. 

10254.  Suppose  a  party  of  lepers  conspired  to  get  a  boat  at  all  hazards 
and  to  fight  for  it,  m  to  speak,  what  should  be  done  ? — If  it  is  of  no  con 
sequence  that  the  lepers  leave  the  island,  undoubtedly  the  guards  should  not 
be  armed. 

10255.  Can  you  treat  lepers  as  if  they  were  convicts  ? — No  ;  I  do  no 
think  you  ought  to  treat  them  as  if  they  were  convicts  ;  it  is  purely  a  question 
of  policy  ;  if  it  is  immaterial  whether  they  leave  the  island  or  not,  then  the 
guards  should  certainly  not  be  armed. 

10256.  Suppose  there  was  a  dangerous  lunatic,  would  you  shoot  him 
rather  than  let  him  escape  ? — Wo. 

10257.  Why  would  you  make  any  distinction,  then,  with  regard  to  the 
leper  ?  ? — I  do  not  make  any  distinction.  I  am  assuming  that  the  policy  is 
that  the  lepers  are  to  be  kept  on  Eobben  Island  as  a  matter  of  compulsion 
and  I  am  also  assuming  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  their  taking  up  such  an 
attitude  as  would  involve  danger  to  life  or  the  destruction  of  proijerty 
those  would  be  the  only  two  cases  in  which  a  guard  would  be  justified  in 
firing.  In  the  case  of  short-sentence  prisoners  we  do  not  allow  the  guards 
to  fire,  nor  in  case  of  boys. 

10258.  Dr.  Hofman?^  Do  you  think  the  carrying  of  revolvers  by  the 
guards  has  anj^  irritating  effect  on  the  lepers  ? — I  have  had  no  practical  expe 

^  rience  of  the  island  lately  ;  I  cannot  see  that  it  would  have  any  bad  effect 

upon  them,  and  you  must  consider  this,  that  a  verj^  large  number  of  the 
lepers  consists  of  the  low  class  who  are  amenable  to  very  little  influence 
except  the  exhibition  of  physical  force  if  you  want  to  maintain  order.  As 
said  before,  however,  it  is  a  question  of  policy.  If  the  leper  patients  are  to 
be  kept  under  very  strict  discipline  and  you  instruct  the  guards  accordingly 
then  I  am  afraid  there  is  no  alternative  but  to  arm  the  guards.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  patients  aie  to  have  a  considerable  amount  of  latitude,  then 
you  will  have  to  have  a  very  considerable  number  of  unarmed  guards. 

10259.  Dr.  Do^d-s.']  Would  it  not  be  better  to  insist  upon  the  magistrat 
saying  whether  or  not  the  revolvers  should  be  distributed  ? — Yes.    I  think 
matters  of  that  sort  should  really  be  left  to  the  official  I  suggested,  who 
would  be  free  from  all  bias. 

10260.  Dr.  JIerman.2  In  the  case  of  any  leper  patient  being  shot,  I  pre- 
sume the  guard  would  have  to  justify,  his  position  that  there  was  a  danger  of 
injury  to  life  or  property,  just  as  a  policeman  would  have  to  do ;  no  police- 
man can  fire  unless  he  can  show  that  it  was  necessary  to  protect  life  or  pro- 
perty ?—No. 

10261.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Suppose  a  leper  was  going  to  set  fire  to  a  house, 
would  the  guard  be  justified,  in  shooting  him  ? — Undoubtedly.  I  remember 
that  the  Attorney -General  reprimanded  a  guard  for  not  shooting  a  con- 
vict whom  he  saw  standing  over  a  constable  in  the  act  of  striking ;  instead 
of  shooting  the  convict  he  allowed  the  blow  to  fall.  Of  course  the  guard 
who  fired  ■^vould  have  had  to  justify  his  action, 

10262.  But  the  lepers  are  inmates  of  a  hospital  so  to  speak,  and 
not  convicts  ? — N"o  doubt  lunatics  are  entitled  to  much  consideration ; 
but  it  is  different  in  the  case  of  a  leper  who  has  his  senses  about  him 
and  attempts  to  set  fire  to  a  house.  I  would  not  have  the  slightest 
hesitation  in  directing  a  man  to  shoot  under  such  circumstances. 

10263.  To  kill  him?— Yes. 

10264.  Di-.  Hermaji.']  In  the  case  of  a  disturbance,  mast  not  the 
Riot  Act  be  first  read  before  there  is  any  firing? — That  is  immaterial. 

10265.  Dr.  Dodds."]  But  a  riot  is  very  different  from  a  man  attempting 
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to  set  fire  to  a  house  ? — I^To  ;  I  can  see  no  difference.    I  am  assuming  that     ^  ^  ^ 
the  man  who  fires  thinks  that  there  is  a  reasonable  hope  of  preventing  the       '  _ 
mischief ;  he  could  not  fire  after  the  act  was  done,  because  that  would  be  ^p"' 
an  avenging  measure,  but  in  order  to  prevent  a  fire  he  would  unquestionably 
be  justified  in  firing. 

10266.  Do  you  think  the  man  firing  would  be  justified  in  killing  a  man 
for  an  offence  in  regard  to  which  he  might  get  a  year  or  two's  imprisonment '? 
— According  to  the  law  you  can  shoot  a  man  whom  you  suspect  of  sheep - 
stealiDg,  if  he  is  running  away. 

10267.  Dr.  B.erman.']  You  mentioned  a  case  where  a  constable  was 
reprimanded  because  he  did  not  fire  on  a  convict ;  I  suppose  for  the  offence 
the  latter  would  not  have  got  more  than  6  or  12  months'  imprisonment, 
would  he  ? — As  a  matter  of  fact  he  got  18  months'  imprisonment  and  25 
lashes,  but  he  very  nearly  killed  the  constable,  and  the  guard  should  have 
fired  to  prevent  serious  injury  to  the  man.  I  remember  that  the  Attorney- 
General  gave  a  very  clear  instruction  on  the  point. 

10268.  Would  you  draw  a  difference  between  the  case  of  a  criminal 
and  a  leper  ? — None  whatever ;  you  would  shoot  him  not  because  he  was  a 
convict  but  because  he  was  trying  to  kill  another  man ;  he  had  a  pick  handle, 
with  which  he  hit  the  constable. 

10269.  "We  are  not  referring  to  lepers  trying  to  kill  people,  but  trying 
to  commit  an  offence  which  does  not  involve  the  loss  of  life  at'  all.  Do  you 
think  in  the  case  of  attempted  destruction  of  property  a  constable  would  be 
justified  in  shooting  ? — Yes. 

10270.  You  are  aware  that  the  female  lepers  are  segregated,  and  the 
compound  where  they  reside  is  patrolled  at  night  by  armed  constables  ; 
supposing  a  male  leper  attempted  to  get  into  this  compound,  would  the 
constable  be  justified  in  shooting  him  ? — ^JSi  o  ;  it  might  be  assumed  that  he 
was  getting  in  with  the  consent  of  a^  patient  inside,  by  some  sort  of 
connivance.  You  can,  however,  go  a  very  long  way  in  protecting  property, 
not  only  in  this  Colony  but  also  in  England  and  elsewhere.  Of  course,  it 
must  not  be  a  trifling  thing,  such  as  a  man  getting  over  a  fence  for  an 
immoral  purpose ;  but  if  a  man  was  breaking  into  a  house  in  order  to  commit 
a  crime,  or  if  a  farmer  saw  a  man  in  his  kraal  among  his  sheep,  and  that  man 
would  not  stand,  shooting  would  be  justifiable. 

10271.  Suppose  a  couple  of  lepers  were  to  get  a  boat  and  attempt  to 
escape  from  the  island,  would  the  constable  be  justified  in  shooting  them  ? — 
No  ;  they  would  not  be  committing  any  crime.  I  must  qualify  my  answer 
by  saying  that  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  regarded  of  paramount  impor- 
tance that  the  lepers  should  be  compulsorily  detained  on  the  island. 

10272.  The  law  says  so.  Is  there  any  special  Act  which  governs  the 
behaviour  of  constables  who  are  armed  ? — No  ;  the  common  law  applies  to 
them. 

10273.  Do  you  think  it  an  advantage  to  arm  the  constables  on  Eobben 
Island  simply  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  crime  ? — Yes,  speaking  generally. 
The  guards  are  to  be  resorted  to  to  use  physical  force  in  order  to  put  down 
disorder,  and  you  must  enable  them  to  use  their  power  to  the  fullest  extent. 

10274.  How  many  men  have  you  got  on  the  island  ? — I  do  not  know 
how  many  there  are.  There  are  the  convict  guards,  and  leper  guards,  and 
the  police  besides. 

10275.  Do  you  think  the  staff  is  sufficient  to  deal  with  any  riot  that 
'ght  occur?—  I  cannot  say  at  all.    1  have  no  information. 

10276.  Take  the  case  of  a  refornaatory  where  prisoners  are  detained, 
re  the  guards  armed  there  ? — No,  they  are  not  allowed  to  use  physical  force 

at  all. 

10277.  For  what  reason  then  would  you  advocate  arming  the  guards  on 
Robben  Island  with  revolvers  ? — In  ord.er  to  be  able  to  prevent  injury  to  life 
or  the  destruction  of  property. 
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/  /  '^mhtw  10278.  Would  it  not  bo  advisable  rather  to  adopt  the  same  general 

"  '  -1      '     precautions  that  are  adopted  at  reformatories  ? — If  that  is  sufficient  protec- 
Aprii  27tii,  IR94.   ^[qj^^  adopt  it  by  all  means,  but  at  the  Eeformatory  there  is  no  one  over  six- 
teen ;  they  are  all  small  boys.    The  injury  which  they  could  do  would  be| 
very  trifling. 

10279.  They  could  set  fire  to  a  house,  could  they  not  ? — Yes. 

10280.  Have  they  not  done  something  of  the  sort  ? — No. 

10281.  D? .  IIo  fmanr\  If  you  had  to  appoint  an  additional  number  of 
guards  in  consequence  of  not  arming  those  there  at  present,  would  it  increase 
the  cost  of  the  island  establishment  ? — I  suppose  it  would. 

10282.  D)-.  Herman.~\  Is  it  not  advisable  rather  to  regard  a  leper  com- 
munity broadly  like  any  ordinary  community  and  only  give  the  police  con- 
stables the  same  amount  of  authority? — In  Cape  Town  you  have  policemen  as 
a  mere  emblem  of  authority.  Everybody  knows  that  if  there  was  any  dis- 
turbance in  Adderley  Street  say  in  the  day  time,  all  the  inhabitants  would 
combine  to  assist  the  police,  but  I  take  it  that  on  Eobben  Island  the  position 
of  things  is  reversed  ;  there  the  number  of  the  community  under  supervision 
is  largely  in  the  majority.  If  you  had  an  ideal  establishment  you  would 
have  no  guards  at  all,  but  simply  wardsmen,  and  it  would  be  infinitely 
preferable  if  you  could  conduct  the  institution  on  those  lines. 

10283.  Is  not  the  majority  of  the  lepers  quiet  and  inoffensive  ? — If  that 
is  the  case  then  it  is  not  necessary  to  arm  the  guards. 

10284.  The  number  of  criminal  lepers  is  exceedingly  small,  is  it  not? — 
I  am  only  speaking  as  to  abstract  principles.    I  pre-suppose  that  you  place- 
guards  on  the  island  to  exercise  physical  authority,  not  simply  to  parade 
beat  as  policemen  would  do  in  Adderley  Street.    I  also  suppose  that  there  ii 
the  possibility  of  a  combination  among  the  leper  patients,  although  it  may  b 
very  remote.    If  that  is  so,  then  I  say  it  is  wise  for  5^ou  to  arm  the  guards  i: 
order  to  prevent  trouble:  not  simply  for  the  purpose  of  shooting  do^n  t 
lepers,  but  to  let  the  lower  class  of  lepers,  the  possibly  discontented  sectio: 
see  that  the  men  who  march  up  and  down  have  something  in  their  pocke 
which  can  inflict  very  serious  injury  , if  they  attempt  to  do  hurt  to  anybody, 
attempt  to  destroy  property. 

10285.  Do  not  you  think  the  carrying  of  arms  is  likely,  to  irritate  t' 
lepers  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

10286.  Po  you  think  the  fact  of  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  men  being*' 
armed  in  that  way  among  several  hundred  lepers  is  a  very  serious  deterrent  ? 

- — I  think  it  is. 

10287.  As  a  rule,  when  there  is  a  riot  the  crowd  does  not  much  care  for 
the  arms,  does  it  ? — ^In  the  case  of  the  Featherstone  riot  there  was  a  sugges- 
tion that  the  soldiers  should  use  blank  cartridge  first,  but  it  was  felt  that 
there  must  be  no  paltering  with  anything  and  that  they  must  let  the  rioters 
know  they  were  in  earnest  and  not  merely  playing. 

10288.  Would  it  not  be  better  generally,  as  a  matter  of  policy  as  well 
as  of  principle,  not  to  arm  the  policemen  on  Eobben  Island  except  where 
occasion  arose  ?  — The  arms  might  come  too  late  for  the  occasion. 

10289.  Could  not  the  arms  be  kept  in  the  guard  house  ready  for  any 
emergency  ?  —I  do  not  want  to  look  at  the  question  from  an  ideal  but  simply 
from  a  practical  point  of  view. 

10290.  You  look  at  it  from  a  prison  point  of  view,  but  I  must  ask  you 
not  to  do  so ;  I  want  you  to  regard  it  from  a  hospital  or  asylum  point  of  view, 
such  as  it  really  is  ? — -You  must  not  put  before  me  an  ideal  condition  of 
things.    I  can  only  speak  practically  on  the  matter. 

10291.  But  we  are  told  that  Eobben  Island  is  an  ideal  institution?—^ 
Then  you  do  not  want  armed  guards.  What  I  would  recommend  you  to  do 
is  to  find  out  if  there  is  any  evidence  of  there  having  been  any  kind  of  com- 
bination among  the  lepers,  and  if  you  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  no 
evidence  of  auy  sncb  combination,  then  my  opinion  is  that  you  need  not  arm 
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the  leper  guards.    That  is  the  sole  point  to  be  arrived  at.    If  you  consider    j  j  ^.;,f^^^ 
it  an  ideal  institution  you  do  not  waut  leper  guards,  if  otherwise,  then  you  — 
want  armed  guards,  and  you  must  put  them  in  a  position  to  exercise  their  A.pril  27*,  iiii 
authority  to  the  fullest  extent. 

10292.  Dr.  Fismer.']  Do  you  think  the  fact  of  the  guards  being  armed 
would  exert  sufficient  moral  influence  on  the  lepers  so  as  to  prevent  any 
serious  riot  ? — Yes. 

10293.  You  would  look  at  it  more  as  a  preventive  measure  ? — Yes,  I 
would  have  picked  men  and  give  them  strict  instructions  so  that  there  might 
be  no  misunderstanding  as  to  when  they  were  to  use  their  weapons.  Of 
course  it  is  quite  possible  for  the  guards  to  carry  their  revolvers  without 
being  noticed. 

10294.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Would  you  leave  it  to  the  medical  superintendent  to 
decide  when  the  weapons  should  be  used  ? — I  would  not  say  the  medical 
superintendent  but  to  the  civil  officer  whom  I  have  suggested  should  be 
created. 

10295.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  incentive  to  crime  is  there  on  Robben 
Island  ? — I  do  not  know.    I  only  speak  of  the  matter  in  the  abstract. 

10296.  What  advantage  would  it  be  to  the  lepers  to  lock  up  the  guards 
and  place  them  under  control ;  they  could  only  escape  to  the  mainland  ? — I 
am  not  dealing  with  the  question  of  escape  but  an  actual  riot  on  the  island, 
without  any  idea  of  escaping.  Suppose  the  leper  patients,  for  instance,  got 
discontented  with  their  food  on  some  occasion  and  had  a  grudge  against  some 
particular  warder,  there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  them  assaulting  the  man 
very  seriously. 

10297.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Should  not  the  warders  be  armed  then  also  ? — No. 
I  think  it  would  irritate  the  patients  to  arm  the  warders,  but  there  should  be 
an  outside  ring  of  authority. 

10298.  Dr.  Herman.]  The  establishment  covers  a  very  large  area  and 
there  is  only  one  armed  guard  at  the  boundary,  is  there  not  ? — That  I  know 
nothing  about.  1  may  say  that  up  to  a  very  recent  period,  I  am  Eot  sure 
that  it  is  not  the  case  now,  the  Kimberley  police  all  wore  revolvers.  It 
depends  entirely  on  your  community  whether  the  exhibition  of  physical 
force  is  expedient  or  otherwise ;  in  some  communities  it  would  irritate,  in 
others  it  would  not,  it  is  a  matter  of  habit  I  imagine, 

10299.  Do  you  have  any  lepers  among  the  convicts  ? — Occasionally. 
If  so,  we  segregate  them  the  moment  that  any  disease  declares  itself, 

10300.  Do  you  systematically  search  for  leprosy  in  the  case  of  prisoners, 
or  how  does  the  matter  come  to  your  notice  ? — Every  prisoner  has  to  undergo 
careful  medical  inspection,  that  is,  prisoners  with  any  length  of  sentence  ;  the 
medical  officer  has  to  give  a  certificate  as  to  his  condition ;  he  has  the 
alternative  of  giving  two  certificates,  either  that  the  prisoner  is  absolutely 
free  from  any  disease,  or  a  qualified  certificate  showing  to  what  extent  he  is 
physically  affected  or  infirm. 

10301.  Do  you  send  such  cases  to  the  island? — Yes, 

10302.  Do  you  think  that  adds  to  the  difficulty  of  administering  the 
establishment  on  Eobben  Island  ? — I  do  not  know.  Something  will  have  to 
be  done  about  it.  We  have  made  provision  for  the  establishment  of  a 
criminal  leper  prison. 

10303.  Do  you  propose  to  have  it  on  Eobben  Island? — That  will  be 
for  the  hospital  authorities  to  determine  ;  we  shall  act  on  their  advice.  As  at 
present  determined,  we  have  provided  a  sum  for  a  building  on  Eobben 
Island,  but  whether  it  will  be  permanent  or  not  I  do  not  know.  The 
Attorney-General  deemed  it  wise  to  take  such  a  step. 

10304.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  criminals, 
do  you  think  it  would  he  an  advantage  to  the  general  character  of  the  asylum 
on  Eobben  Island  that  a  part  of  the  island  should  be  set  apart  for  criminals  ? 
— The  difficulty  that  I  see  about  it  is  this  :  if  we  keep  the  prisoners  there 
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J  j'^-a/ian'     permanently,  we  must  keep  them  employed,  and  until  we  can  determine, 
"  under  the  advice  of  the  medical  authorities,  what  work  these  men  should  do, 

April  27th,  1894.   J      j^^^  suppose  the  Attorney-General  will  come  to  any  conclusion ;  they 
cannot  be  allowed  to  mix  with  the  other  lepers. 

10305.  Have  you  any  difficulty  now  in  regard  to  the  healthy  convicts 
working  in  the  leper  wards  ? — AVe  have  had  no  difficulty  up  to  the  present. 
Personally  I  should  prefer  that  they  did  not  work  in  the  leper  wards. 

10306.  Do  you  adopt  any  precautions  in  the  way  of  disinfectants  and 
so  on  in  regard  to  the  convicts  ? — That  is  left  to  the  medical  authorities  over 
on  the  island. 

10307.  Is  there  any  regulation  as  to  the  work  they  must  do  ? — -They 
must  work  under  supervision,  and  they  are  not  allowed  to  communicate  with 
the  free  people  at  all. 

10308.  Could  they  wash  clothes  and  soon? — It  is  not  done  with  our 
knowledge ;  we  should  not  permit  it. 

10309.  Has  it  happened  that  any  of  the  con  nets  have  become  infected 
with  leprosy  on  Eobben  Island  ? — I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  case  on 
Eobben  Island ;  we  have  had  cases  on  the  breakwater  and  at  up-country 
prisons. 

10310.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  arm  the  guards  with 
swords  instead  of  revolvers,  if  they  must  be  armed ;  a  bullet  might  kill  two 
people,  the  man  whom  it  was  intended  to  kill  and  another  ?~I  do  not  think 
swords  are  much  good  ;  they  have  not  the  same  weight  of  authority  as 
revolvers.  Upon  that  point  I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  my 
opinion  is  given  only  on  the  abstract  question.  I  think  it  would  be  wise  to 
leave  a  question  of  that  sort  to  some  supreme  authority  on  the  island .;  it  is  a 
practical  matter  which  depends  entirely  for  its  solution  on  the  conditions  of 
the  island  for  the  time  being ;  they  may  change  at  any  moment.  I 
may  say  that  I  hold  the  very  strongest  views  about  the  exercise  of 
physical  force  on  the  part  of  police  officers.  I  should  always  condemn  its 
use  except  as  the  very  last  resource  ;  but  I  cannot  come  to  any  other  con- 
clusion than  that  I  have  arrived  at,  and  I  have  thought  the  matter  over  very 
carefully.  What  I  have  stated  has  been  on  the  hypothesis  that  the  con- 
ditions mentioned  do  exist. 

10311.  The  danger  to  the  public  on  account  of  a  criminal  escaping 
would  be  great,  would  it  not? — I  do  not  think  so.  There  are  occasions 
when  the  escape  of  a  criminal  might  be  a  serious  thing ;  but  as  a  rule 
when  a  criminal  escapes  his  great  point  is  to  keep  out  of  sight,  and  con- 
ceal himself  as  much  as  possible. 

10312.  Do  not  they  generally  come  back  and  commit  some  other 
crime  ? — No  :  not  by  any  means.  There  are  some  habitual  criminals  who 
commit  crime  as  soon  as  they  get  out  of  prison,  but  the  number  of 
prisoners  who  resist  violently  when  they  are  re-captured  is  comparative!}' 
very  small.  A  man  may  commit  crime  in  order  to  get  clothing  perhaps  to 
facilitate  his  escape,  but  that  is  a  very  modified  form  of  crime. 

10313.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  The  remission  of  a  sentence  can  be  arranged  under 
the  present  regulations  if  thought  advisable,  can  it  not  ? — Yes  ;  the  Gover- 
nor has  absolute  power  at  any  moment. 


Mr. 

Dfnnin  Edwards. 


Mr.  Dennis  Edwards  examined. 

10314.  Chairman.']  Are  lyou  the  editor  of  the  Cape  Register  ? — I  am 
responsible  for  what  is  published  in  it. 

10315.  I  gather  from  articles  that  have  appeared  that  you  take  an 
interest  in  affairs  pertaining  to  Robben  Island  ? — Yes.  I  may  mention  that  I 
have  no  personal  interest.  I  do  not  know  anyone  on  the  island  except  Mr. 
Powys  Jones.    I  know  nothing  of  the  other  inhabitants. 

10316.  Have  you  visited  the  island  yourself  ? — Yes,  before  the  present 
wards  were  erected.    It  was  some  time  ago. 
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Some  months  ago  another  man  wrote  me  three  or  four  letters 


10317.  With  regard  to  an  article  which  appeared  in  your  paper  on  the 
14th  inst.,  do  you  know  anything  about  the  management  of  the  female  leper 
asylum  ? — Not  personally.  I  received  certain  information  from  Mr.  Cook, 
Avho  was  a  guard  at  the  male  and  female  leper  asylums. 

10318.  Does  your  information  come  principally  from  Mr.  Cook? — Yes. 
He  was  discharged  from  the  island  for  not  reporting  a  certain  case,  and  I 
thought  I  was  justified  in  hinting  that  there  was  something  wrong  in  the 
management. 

10319.  Have  you  been  to  the  island  on  an  ordinary  visiting  day  ? — Yes. 

10320.  Dr.  Herman. \  Have  you  any  other  source  of  information  ? — I 
received  information  two  or  three  days  ago  about  dancing  going  on  among 
the  male  and  female  lepers.    It  was  only  hearsay,  and  I  took  no  notice  of  it. 

10321.  Who  was  your  informant  ?~I  do  not  know  where  to  find  him 
now.  I  sent  a  reporter  over  to  the  island  a  week  or  two  ago,  and  his  report 
appears  in  the  paper,  but  I  have  lost  sight  of  him  for  several  days. 

10322.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Was  the  dancing  going  on  under  any  supervision  ? 
— 1  believe  so 

with  reference  to  drunkenness  on  the  island. 

10323.  Chairman.]  In  another  article  you  speak  of  certain  reports  which 
were  sent  to  the  Government  and  not  acted  upon  in  any  way  ? — That  is  more 
or  less  hearsay.  A  member  of  Parliament  had  a  conversation  with  Dr.  Jane 
Waterston,  and  I  understand  that  she  told  him  that  certain  reports  had  been 
sent  in  from  time  to  time,  but  no  notice  was  taken  of  them. 

10324.  Then  there  is  a  statement  about  drunkenness  on  the  part  of 
certain  officials  which  it  is  alleged  has  been  notorious  for  years  past ;  where 
did  you  get  that  information  ? — That  I  think  was  supplied  to  the  reporter 
who  went  over. 

10325.  Then  you  have  received  your  information  through  various 
l^hannels  ? — Yes. 

1  10326.  What  is  the  name  of  your  reporter  ? —Mr.  Dudley  Moore.  I 
*o  not  know  his  address. 

10327.  Was  he  the  gentleman  who  wrote  this  special  correspondence  ? 
— Yes. 

Francis  Oook  examined. 

10328.  Ohairman.']  Have  you  any  acquaintance  with  Robbon  Island? — 
Yes.  I  was  there  for  ten  months  and  nineteen  days.  I  went  on  the  20th  of 
April,  1893,  and  left  last  Monday  week. 

10329.  What  appointment  did  you  hold? — The  first  week  I  was  at  the 
typhoid  fever  hospital  looking  after  the  convicts.  I  was  a  convict  guard 
then,  but  subsequently  I  was  transferred  as  a  leper  guard. 

10330.  Did  you  do  duty  in  connection  with  the  leper  wards? — Yes, 
both  male  and  female. 

10331.  Did  you  do  day  and  night  duty? — Yes.  I  did  day  duty  one 
week  in  five  weeks,  and  four  weeks  on  night  duty. 

10332.  Where  were  you  posted  ? — At  the  nurses'  quarters  at  the 
boundary  line  on  the  male  side. 

!       10333.  What  were  the  hours  of  duty  ? —From  six  to  ten,  ten  to 
»  two,  and  two  to  five,  with  reliefs.    There  was  no  guard  on  between  five 
and  six  in  the  morning. 

10334.  Why  was  that  ? — -I  think  it  was  because  it  was  about  the 
Ijio  the  male  lepers  were  getting  up,  and  the  guard  was  not  required. 
H  is  in  the  regulations,  but  no  reason  is  stated.    The  guarc 


duty. 


guard  just  goes  off 


10335.  During  the  time  yuu  served  did  you  notice  any  disturbances  ? 
—Twice  since  I  was  there.  , 

10336.  What  old  they  arise  from  ?— Once  when  the  members  of  Parlia- 
ment came  over  the  lexers  attempted  to  make  a  demonstration.  I  was  not  called 
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Trmdt^  Coeik.  Q^f,  \h&VL  ]  only  about  two  leper  guards  were  called  out ;  all  the  others  were 
April  27th,  1894.  convicfc  guards ;  the  other  disturbance  was  in  connection  with  the  meat. 

10337.  Were  you  present  then? — Yes. 

10338.  How  did  that  begin  ? — The  male  leper  patients  wanted  to  see 
Dr.  Impey.    Some  of  them  were  more  noisy  than  the  others. 

10339.  Were  you  on  duty  before  the  disturbance  began  ? — -I  was 
called  from  the  nurses'  quarters ;  it  was  between  two  and  three  o'clock. 

10340.  How  were  you  summoned  ? — I  did  not  hear  the  whistle,  but 
some  one  called  through  the  window  to  pass  a  revolver,  which  I  did.  I 
also  took  my  revolver  and  ran  up  towards  the  road  to  stop  the  men  from 
going  up  to  Dr.  Impey's  house. 

10341.  Were  the  lepers  passing  the  barrier  ? — Some  of  them  got  a  little 
way  over  the  barrier,  the  rest  were  still  inside.  One  or  two  of  them  got 
rather  excited  and  wanted  to  have  a  row  with  Dr.  Impey,  and  we  were  called 
to  draw  our  revolvers. 

10342.  Who  told  you  to  do  so? — The  superintendent  of  the  convict 
station. 

10343.  Did  the  men  all  draw  their  revolvers  ? — Not  all.  Only  one 
revolver  was  drawn  I  think.    I  did  not  draw  mine. 

10344.  Was  there  much  tumult  just  then  ?^Two  or  three  of  the  men 
were  troublesome. 

10346.  How  many  of  the  lepers  were  present  ? — Between  50  and  60. 

10346.  Were  there  more  coming  on  ? — Yes,  but  a  lot  went  back. 

10347.  Did  they  assault  anybody  ? — One  constable  was  bitten  in  the 
hand,  but  it  was  nothing  much,  I  believe.  I  do  not  think  that  would  have 
been  done,  but  one  of  the  convict  guards  in  front  of  Dr.  Impey's  place  was 
rather  rough  and  this  man  turned  round  and  caught  hold  of  the  constable's 
hand  and  bit  it  with  his  teeth.  It  was  not  a  very  deep  wound,  and  the  doctor 
burnt  it. 

10848.  What  happened  next  ;  was  Dr.  Impey  there  ? — Dr.  Impey  was 
there  when  the  disturbance  began,  when  they  put  the  handcuffs  on  the  men. 

10349.  Dr.  Her7nan.~\  Why  did  not  you  draw  your  revolver  ? — I  only 
saw  one  man  do  so,  and  I  did  not  think  it  was  needful.  The  lepers  were  not 
armed,  only  two  or  three  of  them  had  sticks.  I  do  not  believe  in  drawing 
revolvers  on  people  who  are  unarmed,  and  I  did  not  consider  there  was 
sufficient  danger.  I  had  the  case  unbuttoned.  I  had  a  stick,  and  as  there 
was  one  of  the  constables  who  had  not  brought  his  revolver  or  any  weapon, 
I  lent  him  my  stick  to  protect  himself  with.  There  was  a  largo  number  of 
men  in  front  of  me  doing  all  they  could  to  prevent  a  disturbance.  I  onlj-  saw 
three  men  really  making  any  disturbance. 

10360.  Were  these  Free  State  lepers  ? — They  came  from  No.  6  ward. 

10361.  And  they  were  using  their  influence  to  quiet  the  others  ? — Yes, 
they  told  them  to  keep  quiet  when  I  spoke  to  them. 

10362.  What  more  happened ;  were  there  any  men  handcuffed  or 
arrested  ? — Three  men  were  taken  to  prison,  but  they  let  them  go  a  few 
minutes  after  they  were  arrested. 

10363.  Was  Dr.  Impey  assaulted? — He  was  not  assaulted,  but  they 
were  very  rough  in  speaking  to  him.    I  think  he  got  a  bit  excited  over  it. 

10354.  Did  they  threaten  him? — I  did  not  hear  them  say  anything 
threatening ;  they  spoke  very  roughly. 

10366.  Was  it  in  Dutch  or  English  ?~In  Dutch. 

1035G.  Did  you  understand  what  they  said  P—No ;  but  several  could. 
Afterwards,  things  quieted  down  and  they  gradually  dispersed. 

10357.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  disturbance  in  the  male  leper  wards  ? — 
I  cannot  give  the  date,  but  one  night  I  was  on  duty  from  ten  o'clock  till  five 
in  the  morning.  It  was  after  a  visiting  day,  and  there  had  been  some  Malay 
visitors  to  No.  6  ward  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  bit  of  excitement.  While  I 
W&s  on  duty  they  shouted  out  to  me  and  told  me  to  clear  off.    I  took  no 
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notice  of  them  and  stood  there,  when  they  said  they  would  come  out  with  FrmcwCook. 
knobkerries  and  go  for  me  ;  they  also  asked  me  to  fight.    I  reported  this  to   April  27th,  i894. 
the  magistrate  in  the  morning. 

10358.  What  patients  occupy  No.  6  ward? — They  are  mostlyHottentots. 

10359.  Why  were  they  excited  in  that  ward  ? — Two  Hottentots  came 
up  to  me  who  were  not  excited  and  they  told  me  the  others  were  half  mad. 
1  presumed  that  they  had  had  some  drink. 

10360.  Were  there  many  in  the  ward  ? — A  good  many.     About  12  to 
16  came  out  to  me.  . 

10361.  Were  they  excited  ? — About  ten  of  them  were  very  excited  and 
wanted  to  attack  me,  but  I  would  not  speak  to  them.  I  was  on  the  trolly 
line. 

10362.  What  did  you  attribute  it  all  to  in  your  own  mind  ? — I  thought 
they  had  had  some  drink. 

10363.  Had  they  been  smoking  dagga  ?~1  could  not  say  for  certain. 

10364.  How  would  they  have  got  drunk  ? — It  may  have  been  smuggled 
by  some  of  the  visitors.  It  was  on  a  visiting  day,  after  the  visitors  had  gone, 
between  half- past  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  at  night. 

10365.  Was  this  the  only  disturbance  of  the  kind  since  you  were  on 
duty  ? — Yes. 

10366.  Are  the  patients  fairly  well  behaved  at  night  ? — -Yes,  very  well 
behaved. 

10367  Do  you  suspect  that  they  had  anything  else  besides  drink  ? — I 
cannot  say  for  certain ;  something  excited  them. 

10368.  Hid  the  two  men  tell  you  what  they  had  ? — The  two  Hottentots 
told  me  they  were  half  mad  that  night. 

10369.  Dr.  Herman.']  Were  there  any  lunatics  in  that  ward? — No. 

10370.  Chairman.]  What  was  the  termination  of  this  disturbance  Y — I 
waited  there  till  they  had  all  gone  in,  and  then  I  went  and  called  the  night 
watchman  up,  and  he  went  through  the  wards  to  see  that  they  were  all  in. 
There  were  two  boys  awake  and  lie  asked  them  what  the  row  was  all  about. 
They  said,  "  is  the  guard  going  to  report  us?"  and  he  replied  "yes,  he 
will  report  you  in  the  morning.''  That  is  all  I  heard  of  it.  Next  day  I 
reported  the  matter  to  the  magistrate. 

10371.  Was  any  investigation  held  ? — I  cannot  say  for   certain.  I 
never  heard  anything  more  about  it. 

10372.  Were  you  confronted  with  any  of  the  individuals  afterwards  in 
the  magistrate's  court  ? — No,  the  only  thing  was  the  magistrate  asked  mr 
whether  I  spoke  to  them  or  answered  thein  when  they  spoke  to  me. 

10373.  Was  there  no  public  investigation  or  enquiry  ?— No.  - 

10374.  You  say  that  the  men  generally  are  wcU-behavcd  ? — Very  well- 
behaved  ;  they  only  want  to  be  dealt  with  kindly  and  humoured  a  little. 

10375.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  you  think  there  is  any  need  to  arm  the  lopcr 
guards  with  revolvers  ? — 1  hardly  think  it  is  needful  at  all  myself.  1  was 
there  before  they  were  armed,  and  when  L  heard  that  they  were  going  to  be 
armed  I  thought  it  was  not  necessary.  The  constable  \'iho  was  bittoa  in  tiio 
hand  was  somewLat  frightened  at  being  alone  at  night.  Somtjtimes  I  was  at 
the  female  leper  ward  from  two  to  five  o'clock  in  the  luoruing  by  mys(lf.  My 
opinion  is  that  the  male  lepers  are  very  well-behaved  ;  it  is  only  when  mem- 
bers of  I'arliament  or  Commissions  come  over*  that  they  get  sumewhai 
excited.    The  first  night  I  was  on  duty  at  the  female  leper  ward,  the  week 

fter  I  arrived  on  the  island,  there  were  three  men  broke  into  the  compound 
efore  seven  o'clock  :  two  Hottentots  and  one  Cape  boy.    That  i?  about  nine 
r  ten  months  ago.    It  was  after  that  that  one  of  the  guards  told  the  magis- 
trate he  would  not  be  there  unless  he  was  armed. 

10376.  Was  it  only  after  tLat  that  arms  were  served  out  ? — Yes. 

10377.  When  you  first  came  were  there  no  arms  ? — No,  only  walking- 
sticks  ;  never  any  revolvers,  not  even  a  baton.  There  were  only  two 
constables'  batons  on  the  whole  station. 
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Franks  Coo/.-.  10378.  After  this  occurrence  at  the  female  leper  compound,  you  were 

armed  ? — Yes  ;  through  the  constable  speaking  to  the  magistrate  about  it. 
April  27th,  1894.      ^    10379.  Did  it  irritate  the  patients  ?— When  they  saw  the  guards  armed 
with  revolvers  they  did  not  like  it. 

10380.  How  do  you  know  ? — They  have  told  me.  They  say  that  they 
seem  to  be  treated  as  prisoners.  I  told  them  they  were  not  prisoners,  that 
we  had  to  do  it  for  our  safety's  sake. 

10381.  Have  they  taken  exception  to  the  guards  carrying  revolvers  ?— 
They  do  not  like  it. 

10382.  Are  you  sure  of  that  ? — Yes  ;  they  have  said  as  much. 

10383.  With  regard  to  the  female  leper  wards,  will  you  state  wliat  was 
the  number  of  guards  and  what  hours  they  came  on  duty ;  is  there  any  guard 
there  during  the  day  ? — ^o. 

10384.  What  hour  do  they  come  on  duty? — At  six  o'clock  in  tlic 
evening,  and  they  go  off  duty  at  six  the  next  morning.  They  are  relieved 
during  the  night. 

10386.  How  many  guards  are  there  ? — Six  during  the  night,  three  on 
and  three  off  duty.    The  first  three  remain  on  till  twelve  o'clock. 

10386.  Who  marches  the  guard  down  ? — IN'o  one ;  they  go  by  them- 
selves. 

10387.  Is  there  no  one  who  takes  the  position  of  a  corporal  or  senior 
man  ? — They  took  up  their  posts  themselves,  I  believe  until  quite  recently. 

10388.  When  you  were  on  duty  was  that  the  way  it  was  carried  on  ? — 
Yes,  up  to  within  the  last  two  or  three  months. 

10389.  Who  sends  the  reliefs  down  ? — The  night  watchman  at  the 
convict  station  calls  them.  At  one  time  he  called  them  out  at  quarter-past 
eleven,  but  just  lately  it  has  been  half-past  eleven. 

10390.  Do  the  reliefs  come  pretty  punctually  as  a  rule  ?— Yes. 

10391.  When  going  on  guard  what  instructions  are  given  ? — We  had  to 
be  at  oui-  post  and  take  the  names  of  any  strangers  about,  male  or  female, 
which  were  entered  in  a  report  book. 

10392.  Had  you  to  do  anything  else  ? — If  any  male  leper  patient  tried 
to  get  into  the  compound  we  had  to  arrest  him  and.  take  him  up  to  the  station. 

10393.  Supposing  you  saw  a  man  passing  along  the  road  what  would 
you  do  ? — We  should  have  to  take  his  name. 

10394.  You  would  not  interfere  with  him.  walking  along  ? — No ;  he  can 
go  anywhere  he  likes  ;  but  if  it  was  a  leper  we  should  turn  him  back. 

10395.  What  other  instructions  are  given  ?  —We  have  to  take  the  name 
of  any  inhabitant  on  the  island  entering  the  matron's  quarters  and  make  a 
report  if  anything  unusual  happens. 

10396.  Who  issued  those  instructions  ? — They  are  signed  by  Dr.  Impey, 
and  the  written  instructions  are  put  up  at  the  convict  station  outside  the  chief 
constable's  office. 

10397.  Where  they  can  be  easily  read  ? — Yes. 

10398.  During  the  whole  time  you  were  on  duty  did  you  notice  any- 
thing unusual,  did  you  observe  anyone  go  into  the  matron's  quarters  ? — For 
some  six  months  before  I  left  a  private  man  visited  the  matron's  quarters 
between  the  hours  of  7  and  9.30  at  night;  he  came  out  about  9.30. 

10399.  Who  was  that  private  person  ?  a  carpenter. 

.10400.  Was  he  reported  ? — Yes,  every  time. 

10401.  Where  did  the  report  go  to?~I  reported  it  to  the  chief  constable 
and  after  that  I  had  done. 

10402.  What  did  the  chief  constable  do  ?— He  reported  it  to  Dr.  Todd. 

10403.  Hov/  often  did  this  happen? — Dozens  of  times.  -was  a  frequent 

visitor  from  7  to  9.30  p.m. 

10404.  Have  you  ever  observed  visitors  at  any  other  time?— Yes.  I 
have  observed  one  of  the  constables  of  the  convict  guard  who  knew  this 
woman  going  there,  and  we  reported  just  the  same. 
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10405.  What  hours  did  he  visit  ?— Between  6.30  and  8.30  p.m. 

10406.  What  was  his  name  ?  — one  of  the  convict  guards.  April 27tii,  i894. 

10407.  What  was  the  name  of  the  matron  whom  they  visited?  

10408.  Did  she  go  ])y  any  other  name? — I  have  heard  that  she  goes  by 
the  name  of  

|a     10409.  Was  anybody  else  living  with  her  in  the  house  at  the  time  ?  — 

Jpes,   who  left  the  island  about  two  or  three  months  ago. 

^     10410.  Was   she  in  the  house  with  her  at  the  hours   you  have 
\  mentioned  ? — Yes. 

10411.  Was  the  last-named  individual  always  there  between  7-30  and  " 

9*30  p.m.  ? — I  have  seen  her  go  out  for  a  walk  with  and  I  have  also 

seen  her  walking  with  between  seven  and  nine. 

10412.  Who  had  charge  of  the  female  leper  ward  during  the  absence  of 
the  matron  ? — I  cannot  say.    I  do  not  know  that  anyone  was  in  charge, 

10413.  Have  you  seen  both  females  go  out  together? — Yes,  up  as  far 
as  the  magazine  or  dead-house  along  the  road. 

10414.  You  do  not  know  who  had  charge  of  the  female  leper  asylum  in 
their  absence  ? — I  do  not  think  anyone  was  in  charge. 

10415.  With  regard  to  the  visits  paid  by  these  men,  was  there  ever  any 
disturbance  between  them  and  the  guards  ;  did  yon  ever  try  to  order  them 
off  or  arrest  them  ? — I  never  ordered  them  off. 

10416.  Do  you  kij,ow  whether  any  of  the  guards  were  ever  assaulted  hy 
anybody  ? — ^^'ot  any  leper  guards,  but  a  convict  guard. 

10417.  Do  you  know  whether  a  convict  guard  was  ever  struck  by  any= 
body  while  on  duty  ? — Yes  ;  I  know  it  because  he  reported  it  to  me, 

10418.  What  was  the  name  of  the  guard  who  was  struck  ? — O'llearn, 
an  Irishman  ;  he  is  still  on  the  island. 

10419.  What  time  of  the  day  was  it? — He  did  not  report  it  to  me  till  a 
garter  to  six  ;  he  was  struck  about  half-past  five.  He  tola  me  on  Easter 
Tonday  morning  ;  he  was  struck  by  the  dead-house. 

10420.  What  did  O'Hearn  tell  you  ? — When  he  came  off  duty  at  a  quarter 
six  he  said :  "  Did  you  know  that  had  been  in  there  ?  "    I  said  : 

No  "  ;  and  he  then  told  me  he  had  been  struck  by  him,  and  his  face  was  all 
bleeding,  and  the  skin  had  been  taken  off  in  two  places.    I  asked  him  if 

 struck  him  with  his  hand,  and  he  said  no,  it  seemed  as  if  he  had 

a  knuckle-duster.    I  asked  him  :  "  Did  you  say  anything  to  him  ?  "  and  he 
said :  "  No,  he  called  me  a  cur." 

10421.  What  was  O'Hearn  doing  ? — He  was  looking  after  five  of  the 
sanitary  convicts  engaged  in  the  latrines. 

10422.  Did  he  tell  you  where  the  man  who  struck  him  came  from  ? — 
He  said  he  was  at  the  matron's  quarters  and  his  hair  was  all  disordered,  and 
he  was  in  a  very  excited  state.    I  was  on  duty  when  the  convict  guard  told 

me  he  had  been  struck  by  '■  ,  and  he  only  recognized  him  by  his 

voice  as  it  was  dark.    Two  of  the  leper  guards  tlien  walked  in  and  saw 

 in  the  matron's  quarters.    I  stayed  outside  the  gate.    The  other 

two  guards  were  Hinde  and  Humphries.  I  and  Humphries  were  dismissed 
together ;  Hinde  had  given  notice  a  week  or  two  before  or  he  would  have 
been  dismissed  too.  We  took  the  occurrence  down  and  made  a  report  of  it 
in  the  book.  The  matron  then  came  out  in  a  very  excited  condition  and 
Pegged  and  prayed  us  not  to  report  the  matter.  She  said  she  was  not 
^lightened  for   ,  the  one  who  struck  the  guard,  but  she  was  fright- 
ened for  herself  and  the  constable,  O'Hearn.    She  said  that  to  all  of  us. 

10423.  Did  you  hear  her  say  that  ? — Yes. 

10424.  Why  was  she  frightened  for  O'Hearn  ? — I  do  not  know  ;  she 
Siiid  she  could  bring  plenty  of  witnesses.  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
Was  anything  between  them  and  I  could  not  understand  to  what  she  alluded. 

10425.  What  did  you  three  men  on  duty  do  ?— After  we  had  put  the 
occurrence  down  in  the  boolv  the  matron  begged  us  to  take  it  out,  paying 
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Framm  Code     that  was  a  respecta"ble  man.    Humpbries  said  it  was  more  than  he 

April  27th  1894.  dare  do  to  tear  the  lenf  out  of  the  book,  but  afterwards  he  did  so  and  w 
made  no  report. 

10426.  "Was  the  matron  undressed  ? — I  heard  that  she  was  partly  dressed 


was  dressed.    That  is  the  evidence  given  before  the  magistrate. 

10427.  Did  you  see  at  the  time  whether  they  were  dressed  or  undressed 
— I  was  outside. 

10428.  Did  the  others  see  ?— Yes. 

10429.  You  say  that  no  report  went  to  the  magistrate  ;  you  listened  t 
the  woman's  entreaties  and  the  page  was  torn  out  of  the  report  book  ? — Yes. 

10430.  Was  there  an  enquiry  made  by  the  magistrate  ? — It  seems  that 
the  constable  who  tore  the  page  out  of  the  book  went  and  spoke  to  his  bed4 
fellow  at  his  quarters,  and  he  went  and  reported  it  to  Parry,  the  villaj 
constable,  employed  by  the  magistrate,  who  was  disniissed  yesterday.  I 
I  do  not  know  where  he  is  at  present.  This  man  went  and  reported  it  to  thl 
magistrate  who  made  enquiries  about  the  whole  affair ;  he  had  us  up  befo^ 
him  at  the  office  at  the  convict  station. 

10431.  How  long  did  the  enquiry  last? — About  half-an-hour. 

10432.  Was  there  any  evidence  taken  ? — The  magistrate  took  evidence  j| 
but  I  do  not  think  he  took  anything  about 

10433.  Were  you  present  ? — Yes. 

10434.  What  evidence  did  you  hear  taken  dovfQ  ? — That  struck 

the  convict  guard. 

10435.  Who  was  examined  by  the  magistrate  ? — Myself,  Humphries, 
Hinde,  and  O'Hearn. 

10436.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is  on  the  island  at  present  ? — Yes  :  he  is 

a  carpenter. 

10437.  Br.  Ho  f')nan.~\  You  say  that  these  visits  were  paid  between  seven 
and  nine  in  the  evening ;  was  it  in  the  summer  ? — Yes. 

10438.  Could  everybody  see  what  was  going  on  ?  used  soraetimi 

to  creep  round  the  back  way  so  as  to  avoid  the  constables 

10439.  Have  you  ever  seen  him  creep  through  the  wires  of  the  fend 
— No;  but  there  was  a  way  he  could  get  in  to  the  matron's  quarters;  thei 
used  to  be  a  window  at  one  time,  and  then  a  door  was  made.     Before  tl 
door  was  there,  he  used  sometimes  to  get  in  at  the  main  gate  where 
lepers  go  through. 

10440.  How  long  is  it  since  this  door  was  made  ? — Two  or  three  montha 
I  never  saw  him  get  through  the  fence, 

10441.  i>i\  Dodds."]  Had  ■ — any  permit  to  visit  the  matron? 

No. 

10442.  How  long  had  he  been  there  on  the  occasion  when  you  fo 
him  ? — It  is  hard  to  say  ;  he  looked  as  if  he  had  woke  up  fi'om  a  drun 
sleep 

10443.  What  was  the  result  of  the  magisterial  enquiry? — I  have  heard 
nothing  further  about  it.    I  want  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  it. 

10444.  Did  any  other  disturbances  take  place  at  the  female  leper  ward 
during  the  time  you  were  guard  ? — No 

]  0445.  Did  any  disturbances  take  place  among  tJie  leper  patients  then^ 
selves? — One. night  I  saw  one  of  the  patients,  whom  they  called  "Ms^ 
Sarah,"  running  about  inside  the  fence.  I  think  she  is  a  little  out  of  hei 
mind.    It  was  not  a  disturbance, 

10446.  Have  any  of  the  male  lepers  ever  visited  the  female  compound 
■ — Only  the  time  when  the  three  men  got  in. 

10447.  Were  any  visitors  to  the  island  ever  admitted  to  the  female 
leper  compound  after  six  o'clock  ? — No. 

10448.  Was  anyone  ever  admitted  by  a  pass  at  night  ? — No 

10449.  Would  it  be  possible  for  anybody  to  get  into  the  female  le 
compound  unobserved  by  the  guards  at  night? — I  think  it  would,  on  acco 
of  the  large  area. 


10450.  Do  you  consider  that  three  men  are  insufficient  to  watch  the     ^rttncit^  Otoh. 
place  thoroughly  ? — I  think  so,  especially  on  dark  nights.    When  the  nights  April  27tii,  us*, 
are  light,  three  men  are  quite  sufficient.    Anyone  could  creep  under  the 

fence  and  so  get  into  the  wards  without  being  observed. 

10451.  Br.  'Herman.~\  While  the  guards  are  on  duty  are  they  protected 
n  any  way  ? — There  are  two  sentry  boxes  for  them. 

10452.  Has  not  the  third  man  a  sentry  box? — No.  In  case  it  was 
stormy  or  raining  be  would  go  into  one  of  the  other  boxes. 

10453.  Do  not  they  sometimes  all  meet  together  in  one  of  the  boxes  for 
a  smoke  or  a  rubber  of  whist  ? — No  ;  there  is  no  card-playing  or  drinking. 

10454.  Do  not  the  three  men  come  together  in  one  box  sometimes  for  a 
chat  ? — There  was  a  caise  where  they  were  all  found  together  and  they  were 
fined  for  it. 

10455.  Would  it  be  possible  to  detect  any  such  occurrence? — It  could 
be  detected  by  anyone  making  a  night  patrol.  The  village  constable  used  to 
go  down  there  at  night  time.  s 

10456.  Dr.  IIofman?\  I  understood  you  to  say  that  sometimes  you 
were  there  alone  ? — That  was  only  the  first  week.  I  was  on  duty  from  two 
till  five  by  myself. 

10457.  Chairman.']  What  was  the  result  of  the  enquiry  made  by  the 
magistrate ;  was  anyone  dismissed  ? — Humphries  and  myself  were  dismissed. 

10458.  Did  the  magistrate  state  why  you  were  dismissed  ? — He  said  it 
was  for  neglect  of  duty. 

10459.  Were  you  dismissed  immediately  after  the  enquiry,  or  did  any 
time  elapse  ? — We  were  dismissed  on  tbe  Friday. 

10460.  What  day  was  the  enquiry  ? — On  Thursday. 

10461.  What  did  the  magistrate  say? — He  only  said  he  had  talked  the 
matter  over  with  the  doctor,  and  I  presumed  he  meant  Dr.  Impey. 

10462.  Do  they  generally  mean  Dr.  Impey  when  they  say  "the 
doctor?"— Yes. 

10463.  What  more  did  he  tell  you  ? — He  said  that  as  we  could  not  be 
trusted  to  do  our  duty  he  should  have  to  dismiss  us,  and  we  must  go. 

10464.  Did  you  ask  what  duty  you  had  neglected  ? — He  told  us  we  had 
neglected  to  make  a  report,  and  it  was  on  those  grounds  „we  were  dismissed. 

10465.  How  was  it  he  did  not  dismiss  the  third  man  ? — The  third  man 

was  going  to  leave  for  Scotland  the  following  week  ;  he  had  to  pay  some  -  , 

money  before  he  could  get  away  from  the  island. 

10466.  I  suppose  he  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  dismiss  him  ? — 
Just  so. 

10467.  Was  any  notice  taken  of  the  accusation  against  and 

■  ? — It  does  not  seem  so. 

10468.  Are  they  still  on  the  island?— Yes. 

10469.  I  suppose  you  recognised  that  there  had  been  a  breach  of  duty 
in  tearing  the  leaf  out  of  the  report  book  ? — Yes  ;  it  should  not  have  been 
torn  out ;  the  report  ought  to  have  been  sent  in. 

10470.  And  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  charge  against  the  individual 
who  struck  the  guard  ?— No  ;  nothing  seemed  to  be  done. 

10471.  W as  it  proved  in  court  that  had  been  at  the  matron's 

house  and  struck  one  of  the  guards  ? — -Yes  ;  it  was  proved  in  court. 

10472.  Was  it  proved  that  he  was  absolutely  in  the  matron's  room  ? — • 

Yes. 

I      10473.  Did  the  matron  appear  ? — ^No. 

*      10474.  Nor  ?— No. 

10475.  Dr.Dodds.~\  Was  no  charge  of  assault  brought  against  ? 

—No. 


selves 


10476.  You  did  not  bring  any  charge  ? — No  ;  we  merely  defended  our- 


10477.  What  was  the  date  of  the  occurrence  ?-^Mareh  26,  1894. 
[G  10— '94.]  cccc 
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FrancM:  jQ^^g^  g^^^  ^^^^^  discbargG  papers  here  'i^— Yes, 

April  27th,  1894.  [The  witness  produced  the  same,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  been  ten  months, 

nineteen  days  on  the  island,  and  testifying  to  his  efficiency  and  sobriety,  and 
that  the  reason  for  his  diKScharge  was  failing  to  make  a  report  when  on  duty,  j 

10479.  Chairmmi.']  During  the  time  you  were  a  guard  on  the  island  did 

you  see  much  drunkenness  ? — Mr.  was  drunk  very  often,  but  the 

magistrate  did  not  take  much  notice  of  it. 

10480.  How  do  you  know  that  he  was  drunk  ? — By  the  way  he  walked 
and  the  way  he  went  on, 

10481.  Was  it  in  the  day  time  ?— Yes. 

10482.  Was  he  ever  reported  to  the  magistrate  ? — I  cannot  say. 

10483.  Would  it  have  been  in  your  province  to  arrest  him  when  you 
were  on  duty  ? — I  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  ;  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
village  police.  He  is  dismissed  now,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  which 
appeared  in  the  papers.  He  went  over  last  Monday  to  get  his  things 
together.    Another  official  was  also  dismissed ;  they  were  both  reported. 

10484.  During  the  last  ten  months  have  you  seen  much  drunkenness 
among  the  officials  in  the  day  time  ? — I  have  seen  a  lot  of  it  among  the  leper 
attendants,  not  in  the  day  time,  but  at  night  when  they  were  off  duty.  Most 
of  them  have  left  however,  some  time  ago. 

10485.  D7\  Hofman.']  Are  there  any  on  the  island  now  whom  you  often 
saw  drunk  ? — No, 

10486.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  leper  superintendent  drunk? — I  have 
never  seen  him  drunk,  but  I  have  heard  he  was.  I  think,  however,  that  it 
was  more  slander  than  anything  else,  or  a  bit  of  jealousy  among  some  of  the 
people,    I  cannot  say  for  certain.    The  male  lepers  have  been  against  him. 

10487.  Why  have  they  been  against  him  ? — If  they  had  a  grievance 
they  would  bring  it  against  the  head  man. 

10488.  Chamnan.']  During  your  time  was  there  uiuch  drinking  in  the 
canteen  at  night? — Yes,  a  good  deal. 

10489.  Were  there  ever  quarrels  and  fights? — A  few,  but  nothing  out 
of  the  way  ;  just  ordinary  drinking  quarrels. 

10490.  With  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  wards  at  night,  were 
there  ever  any  drunken  rows  there  beyond  what  you  have  mentioned  ?— 1 
never  heard  of  any, 

10491.  Nor  in  the  female  wards  ?— -No. 

10492.  As  regards  the  general  condition  of  the  island,  are  the  inhabi- 
tants there  fairly  sober  ? — It  was  all  right  until  the  canteen  business  began, 
then  there  were  a  lot  of  cases  of  drunkenness, 

10493.  At  what  time  was  that  principally  ? — From  seven  to  nine  in  the 
evening  when  the  canteen  was  open.  One  night  I  had  to  take  a  workman  to 
the  station  and  the  magistrate  blamed  me  for  not  locking  him  up,  but  I  had 
no  orders.  I  tried  to  see  him  home  to  his  quarters,  as  he  did  not  know  his 
way.   He  was  summoned  and  fined. 

10494.  How  was  it  you  had  no  orders? — No  orders  were  given  me  to 
arrest  anyone  at  all,  but  the  magistrate  said  that  I  ought  to  have  arrested 
this  man,  who  was  a  workman  on  the  island.  There  is  a  lot  of  drinking 
goes  on  on  the  island,  more  than  there  ought  to  be. 

10495.  Was  there  any  difficulty  in  a  man  getting  as  much  liquor  as  he 
wanted  ? — No :  except  the  leper  constables,  they  could  only  get  three 
nights  in  five  weeks  to  go  to  the  canteen.  I  only  took  advantage  of  that 
two  nights  all  the  time  I  was  there. 

1049 G,  Dr,  Herman.~\  Why  was  that,  was  it  because  you  had  so  few 
nights  off  duty  ?-— Yes,  the  convict  guards  at  one  time  were  allowed  to  go  to 
the  canteen  every  night,  but  now  they  are  only  allowed  every  other  night, 
half  one  night  and  half  another, 

10497.  ChairmaM.~\  Did*  they  even  stay  longer  than  from  seven  to  nine 
at  the  canteen? — No,  they  were  ordered  out  about  nine  o'clock,  but  they  could 
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get  too  much  iu  those  two  hours.    I  do  not  think  myself  that  they  ought  to  Frmci^Cook. 
allow  any  drinking  on  the  premises  at  all.  April  27tii,  wm. 

10498.  How  would  you  suggest  that  they  should  get  liquor? — They 
ought  to  get  a  moderate  quantity  by  requisition  and  drink  it  in  their  own 
houses  ;  that  is  the  only  way  to  keep  the  place  sober  I  think. 

10499.  Br.  Herman.']  Would  it  be  difficult  to  stop  the  issue  of  all 
drink  ? — I  think  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  stop  it  altogether,  because 
it  would  only  lead  to  a  lot  of  smuggling  going  on.  There  would  be  a  lot  of 
dissatisfaction  as  well  as  more  secret  drinking  than  ever. 

10500.  Chairman.']  How  could  the  liquor  be  smuggled  ? — They  could 
smuggle  it  in  baskets  of  fruit,  in  private  parcels,  boot-boxes,  and  so  on. 

10501.  Dr.  Herman.']  Bo  you  know  whether  any  smuggling  goes  on 
now? — I  cannot  say  for  certain,  1  have  heard  so.  I  think  it  would  be  best 
to  give  a  certain  allowance  of  liquor  to  those  on  the  island,  but  I  would  not 
let  those  who  get  drunk  have  any  at  all. 

10501^.  But  would  not  they  smuggle  it? — Not  if  their  names  were  made 
a  note  of  and  their  things  were  searched.  There  ought  to  be  a  proper 
custom  house  arrangement  by  rights. 

10603.  Chairman.]  What  amusement  is  there  on  the  island  at  night  for 
the  officials  such  as  guards,  attendants  and  workmen  ? — I  cannot  say  any- 
thing about  the  workraeu,  but  the  constables  can  play  whist  or  draughts,  or 
else  they  read.  I  belonged  to  the  library  myself.  The  leper  guards  have  . 
not  much  time  to  go  to  the  canteen,  only  about  throe  nights  in  five  weeks. 
I  never  went  to  any  private  places. 

10504.  Dr.  Ho  fman.]  What  do  you  mean  by  private  places  ?•  -People's 
houses,  where  you  could  have  a  friendly  drink.  I  never  made  any  acquaint- 
ances on  the  island ;  I  was  generally  in  my  quarters  when  not  on  duty.  I 
only  visited  the  canteen  twice  the  first  five  weeks  1  was  on  the  island. 

10505.  Chairman.]  Is  there  any  recreation  room  set  apart  for  the 
constables  and  others? — There  is  a  reading-room  and  also  a  billiard-room  for  the 
use  of  the  whole  island.    The  subscripticm  is  a  shilling  a  month, 

10506.  Have  the  Icpor  patients  ever  made  any  complaints  to  you  ? — 
The  male  lepers  have  spoken  to  me  of  their  own  free  will  when  I  was  on 
duty,  and  complained  about  the  climate  of  the  island,  the  cold  in  winter  and 
the  wind  ;  they  have  also  said  that  their  eyesight  was  affected  by  the  glare 
of  the  sun.  and  that  the  place  was  not  fit  for  them. 

10507.  Where  did  those  lepers  who  complained  come  from? — I  cannot 
say.    They  were  chiefly  Hottentots. 

10608.  Did  they  complain  of  anything  else ;  did  they  say  they  had 
made  application  for  any  treatment  ? — No  ;  they  said  their  eyesight  was 
affected,  and  they  also  complained  that  the  wards  were  very  draughty.  '  Mr. 
K  *  *  *  *  spoke  to  me  about  the  draughts  in  winter  and  the  heat  in 
summer. 

10509.  Did  they  complain  at  all  about  the  food  ? — They  did  not  say  the 
food  was  bad  ;  it  was  the  climate  they  complained  of.     The  only  time  I 
^  heard  them  complain  about  the  food  was  the  time  when  the  meat  was  bad, 
I  and  there  was  a  disturbance.  , 

f  10510.  Did  they  ever  complain  about  the  want  of  medical  treatment  or 
I  attention  ? — They  told  me  that  Dr.  Todd  was  the  only  one  who  looked  after 
t  them  well ;  that  when  Dr.  Impey  was  looking  after  the  male  leper  wards, 
["  he  very  rarely  visited  them.    Dr.  Todd,  they  said,  was  very  kind  to  them. 

10511.  Did  they  ever  complain  of  unkindness  on  the  part  of  the  atten- 
dants ?— No  ;  they  never  said  anything  against  the  attendants. 

10612.  Did  they  ever  complain  of  any  fnvouritism  in  serving  out  stores 
or  clothing? — No;  they  chiefly  complained  about  their  eyesight  and  the 
climate  of  the  island,  which  they  said  did  not  agree  with  them,  and  that  they 
felt  better  before  they  came  there,  some  of  them. 

10513.  As  regards  the  female  lepers,  what  complaints  did  they  make? 

ccco  § 
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FrarmtCooh.     — There  was  one  female  leper  who  said  she  had  not  felt  so  well  since  she  had 
April  27th,  1894.   been  on  the  island.    She  came  from  Kimberley.     She  was  speaking  to  me 
one  evening  about  6-30  when  the  matron,  Mrs.  Pill,  happened  to  hear  her. 
She  was  inside  the  fence  and  I  was  outside.    She  said  she  had  a  ^brother  in 
Port  Elizabeth  where  I  came  from. 

10514.  Dr.  Herman.]  Could  the  men  get  into  the  female  leper  com- 
pound at  night? — If  they  wished  to  do  so  they  could. 

10515.  Have  you  known  of  any  case  ? — I  think  since  the  leper  guards 
have  been  armed  with  revolvers  they  have  been  frightened  to  attempt  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

10516.  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  there  is  any  likelihood  of  the  leper 
patients  combining  with  the  convicts  to  create  a  disturbance  ? — I  do  not  think 
from  what  I  have  heard  that  they  would  attempt  to  combine  with  the  convicts 
at  all. 


Gapt  Town,  Monday,  April  30^A,  1894. 


-PRESENT 


Be.  Murray  {Chairman), 


Dr.  Dodds, 
Dr.  Fismer, 


Dr.  Herman. 


^  ,         „  E.  A.  Mamwell  examined, 

£.  JL.  Mamteeu. 

April 3otii,  1894  10517.  Chairman.]  At  what  time  were  you  serving  on  Eobbcn  Island? 

— 'From  February,  1893,  up  to  February,  1894,  with  the  exception  of  three 
weeks  when  I  was  transferred. 

10518.  In  what  capacity  were  you  employed  ? — I  was  attendant  at  the 
lunatic  asylum, 

10519.  During  the  time  you  were  on  the  island,  did  you  see  anything  of 
the  leper  asylum  at  all  ? — Not  much, 

10520.  While  you  were  on  the  island,  especially  latterly,  did  you  see  any 
cases  of  drunkenness  among  the  officials  or  attendants  ? — Yes ;  mostly 
among  the  officials. 

10521.  At  what  time  of  the  day  or  night  ? — In  the  afternoon  and  also  in 
the  evening  as  well  at  different  times.  ^ 

10522.  What  were  the  names  of  the  officials  whom  you  saw  drunk  ? 
,  ^  and  also   , 

10523.  Anybody  else  ? — No,  that  is  all  the  officials. 

10524.  When  did  you  see  drunk  ? — About  nine  or  ten  o'clock 

at  night. 

10525.  Do  you  remember  what  month  it  was  ? — No. 

10526.  Did  you  see  it  more  than  once  ? — Yes, 

10527.  Was  it  a  common  occurence  ? — Not  often,  every  now  and  then 
at  intervals. 

10528.  Where  did  you  see  him  drunk  ? — In  the  street  between  the 
canteen  and  the  quarters,  and  also  a  time  or  two  at  dance  parties. 

10529.  Dr.  Dodds.]  Was  Dr.  Impey  present  at  tjie  dance  parties  ? — 
No,  they  were  special  parties  for  the  staff. 

10530.  On  the  occasion  when  —was  drunk  at  dance  parties,  was 

Dr,  Impey  present  ?"-No,  I  do  not  think  he  was, 

10531.  Were  the  patients  present  at  these  dance  parties  ?"No.  they 
were  special  parties  for  the  staff. 

10532.  Chairman.]  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  the  officials  drunk  in 

the  day  time  ?— Yes,  I  have  seen— ^  —drunk  once  or  twice  and  

yery  often,    J  do  not  remember  the  month.    It  is  a  good  time  back. 
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10533.  Was  there  auy  euquiry  lickl  while  you  were  on  the  isaud  as  to  e.  A.  Mamwdi. 
the  drunkenness  of  either  of  the  individuals  you  have  mentioned  ? — I  do  April  ootii,  i894. 
not  know  for  certain. 

10534.  Had  you  no  duties  in  connection  with  the  lepers? — None 
whatever, 

3  0535.  Did  you  see  any  other  officials  drunk  except  the  two  you  have 
mentioned  ? — No. 

10536.  Did  you  see  auy  of  the  leper  attendants  or  constables  drunk? — 
Not  the  constables,  but  I  have  seen  some  of  the  leper  attendants  drunk.  1 
think  they  have  all  left  now,  those  who  used  to  get  drunk. 

10537.  Where  are  you  transferred  to  ? — I  was  transferred  from  Eobben 
Island  to  go  to  Port  Alfred  on  condition  that  I  was  to  receive  the  same  rate 
of  pay.  When  I  got  there,  the  surgeon  superintendent  told  me  that  I  could 
not  receive  the  same  pay,  and  I  then  wrote  to  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary 
about  it. 

10538.  Why  did  you  leave  the  island  ? — Dr.  Impey  asked  me  if  I 
would  volunteer  to  go  to  Port  Alfred  at  the  same  rate  of  pay  as  I  was  then 
receiving  on  the  island.  I  did  not  leave  for  any  misconduct,  as  the  letter 
will  show.  I  heard  that  it  was  hard  to  get  attendants  at  Port  Alfred.  Those 
are  my  testimonials  from  Dr.  Impey  as  to  character  (produced). 

10539.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Was  drunkenness  more  frequent  during  the  lirst 
part  of  your  stay  on  the  island  or  during  the  latter  part ;  did  things  improve? 

-Not  among  the  officials ;  they  did  among  the  attendants  and  workmen. 

10540.  Why  did  you  leave  the  island? — It  was  too  monotonous  and 

dreary.     I  got  tired  and  resigned.    I  may  say  that  I  have  seen  

greatly  under  the  influence  of  liquor  at  dance  parties. 

10541.  Chairmau.~\  How  do  you  mean  under  the  influence  of  drink; 
was  not  she  able  to  walk  ? — I  have,  not  seen  her  so  bad  that  she  could  not 
walk. 

10542.  Dr.  Dodds.']  What  official  was  in  charge  when  there  was  a 
dance  party ;  was  there  any  medical  man  there  ? — No  one  was  in  charge,  to 
my  knowledge. 

10543.  Were  these  dance  parties  frequent  ? — Yes  ;  pretty  frequent. 

10544.  Chairman.']  How  were  they  got  up  and  arranged  ? — I  do  not 
know  anything  about  that. 

10545.  Where  were  they  held  ? — Generally  in  the  day  room  of  the 
female  lunatic  asylum. 

10546.  Were  the  patients  invited  to  be  present  ? — Not  at  the  special 
dances. 

10547.  Who  were  generally  present  at  them? — Miss  Eobinson,  Miss 
lieid,  the  schoolmistress,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  island,  and  Mr.  Gower 
came  after  the^canteen  was  closed.  Sometimes  Dr.  Impey  came,  but  very 
seldom. 

10548.  Did  you  attend  the  dances  also  ?--Yes. 

10549.  What  hour  did  they  commence  ?— Generally  about  half -past 
seven  or  eight,  and  terminated  from  twelve  to  two  o'clock. 

10550.  Was  it  more  frequently  twelve  o'clock  ? — Yes. 

10551.  Were  you  stationed  on  night  duty  ? — No  ;  on  day  duty. 

10552.  Who  put  you  on  and  took  you  off  duty  ? — We  paraded  in  the 
morning  at  the  head  attendant's  office  for  the  keys,  and  again  at  six  in  the 
evening.  At  certain  times  we  were  on  duty  from  six  in  the  morning  until 
nine  at  night. 

k       10553.  Did  you  send  in  any  report  when  you  came  off  duty  ? — Only  to 
fthc  night  attendant,  not  to  any  offi.cial. 

10554.  Who  did  he  report  to  ? — He  wrote  it  down  in  a  book,  which 
was  handed  to  the  head  attendant  next  morning.  i 

10555.  Was  it  customary  for  you  to  make  auy  written  rcpoft  at  any 
time?— No. 
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E.A.M<tmwM.  10656.  I8  there  aiiyihiiig'  else  you  wi^h  to  state*?— I  remember  on  one 

April  3(>ih,  1894.  occasiOH  One  of  the  lunatic  patients  was  taken  bad  at  night  and  Dr.  Impey 
was  sent  for ;  he  was  in  the  billiard  room  and  was  told  that  he  was  required 
at  once,  but  he  did  not  come.  On  the  11th  of  May,  1893,  when  I  went  on 
duty  from  six  to  nine,  the  report  book  was  signed  when  I  went  on  duty  at 
six,  whereas  it  should  not  have  been  signed  till  six  the  following  morning. 

10557.  How  came  you  to  know  that  the  report  book  was  already  signed  I 
as  it  were  twelve  hours  in  advance  ? — Because  the  book  was  given  to  us: 
when  we  went  on  duty. 

10558.  Where  was  it  signed? — At  the  bottom. 

10559.  Who  was  it  signed  by  '? — Dr.  Impey. 

10560.  Did  that  happen  more  than  once  ? — No,  that  was  the  only  tim| 
10561   What  was  the  object  in  signing  it  then  ? — I  could  not  say. 

10562.  Did  it  strike  you  as  irregular  ? — Yes.  That  is  the  reason  whj 
I  made  a  note  of  it.  > 

10563.  Did  you  draw  Dr.  Impey's  attention  to  the  fact? — No.  I  should 
like  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  attendants'  mess  has  been  carried 
out  in  a  very  indifferent  matter  and  has  not  been  looked  after  at  all. 

10564.  How  many  men  were  in  the  mess  ? — About  twenty.  It  was  for 
the  male  attendants  at  the  lunatic  asylum.  In  Dr.  Eoss's  time,  I  find,  the 
mess  book  was  looked  at  and  signed  by  him  every  month,  but  since  I  was  on 
the  island  the  book  was  never  looked  at,  and  not  the  slightest  attention  was 
paid  to  the  attendants'  mess. 

10565.  What  did  this  book  record  ? — The  amount  of  utensils  issued 
the  Government,  the  ration  returns  and  allowances. 

10566.  You  say  that  in  former  years  it  was  examined  by  the  superii| 
tendent,  but  since  you  were  there  it  was  never  examined  ? — Never  once. 

10567.  Was  this  ever  brought  to  the  superintendent's  notice  ? — YVJ 
because  in  February,  1893, 1  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Cape  Argus  with  refereuc 
to  the  mess,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  Dr.  Dodds  came  over.  I  asked  Di 
Impey  several  times  myself  to  put  the  mess  on  a  scale  similar  to  a  sergeants 
mess  in  the  regiment,  and  he  promised  me  many  things,  but  never  carrie 
them  out.  The  place  was  filthy  dirty,  and  not  tit  for  anyone  to  eat  in  ;  th# 
patients  themselves  never  ate  off  such  dirty  things  as  we  did  while  I  wa|(| 
there. 

J 0568.  Was  there  no  one  to  look  after  the  mess? — A  coloured  lunat 
patient  was  supposed  to  wash  the  utensils  and  keep  the  room  in  order. 

10569.  Then  you  lived  in  a  very  uncomfortable  manner  as  far  as  the 
mess  was  concerned  ? — Yes, 

10570.  Did  any  of  the  other  men  complain  ? — Yes,  it  was  the  general 
complaint. 

10571.  Did  you  not  bring  your  complaint  forward  as  a  body  ? — Yes,  toi 
Dr.  Impey  in  the  early  part  of  February,  1893. 

10572.  Did  a  deputation  wait  upon  him? — Yes,  about  18  attendant^ 
waited  on  Dr.  Impey,  but  he  would  not  see  us.    I  saw  him  myself  on  beha| 
of  the  men. 

10573.  What  reply  did  you  got  ? — He  replied  verbally  that  ho  wouldj 
advertise  in  the  papers  for  a  good  man  cook,  but  he  never  did  so. 

10574.  How  do  you  know  ?— We  never  saw  any  advertisement  at  all. 

10575.  Did  you  ever  get  a  cook  for  the  mess? — Yes. 

10576.  Were  things  improved  ?- -Yes.  We  paid  him  £4  a  mouth  out 
of  our  own  pockets  ;  no  allowance  was  made. 

10577.  Have  you  had  any  previous  experience  in  looking  after  a  mess? 
— Yes ;  I  was  caterer  for  a  regimental  mess,  the  1st  East  Yorkshire,  for  three| 
months,  and  I  know  what  things  ought  to  be. 

10578.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Did  you  object  to  the  allowance  of  food  or  to  the 
way  it  was  prepared  ?— The  way  it  was  prepared,  but  at  the  same  time  tli,0j 
allowance  was  not  sutficient.    We  complained  of  having  a  patient  to  looki 
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iter  the  mess,  although  the  poor  fellow  did  his  best.    The  place  was  in  a    ^-  ^-^ 

jlthy  condition,  and  we  had  no  time  onrselves  to  attend  to  it.    The  follow-    April  aoth,  is94. 

\\g  month,  after  we  had  hired  the  coolc  at  £i  per  month,  we  were  turned 

ut  of  our  quarters,  as  the  clerks  required  the  room  and  we  had  to  mess  with 

iie  head  attendant.    A  good  many  of  the  men  grumbled  at  having  to  take 

heir  food  with  their  superior  officer. 

10579.  Did  you  feel  the  isolation  when  you  were  over  on  the  island  ; 
iras  it  a  grievance  that  yon  were  not  able  to  visit  the  mainland  oftener  ? — I 
lave  never  heard  any  complaint  on  that  gvound. 


Cape  To?m,  Friday,  May  4th,  1894, 


PRESENT  : 


Du.  MuRRA-T  fChairmanJ, 


Dr.  Dodds, 
,  Fismer, 


Dr.  Herman. 


F.  J.  Humphries  examined. 

10580.  Chairman.]  Have  you  ever  served  on  Eobben  Island  ? — Yes.        f.  j.  Humphries 

10581.  In  what  capacity  ? — As  leper  constable.  ^89^ 

10582.  When  did  you  go  to  the  island  ? — I  went  there  on  the  22nd  of 
tme  last  year  and  was  discharged  on  the  9th  of  April  this  year. 

10583.  Why  were  you  discharged  ? — For  failing  to  make  a  report 
fhile  on  duty. 

10584.  Have  you  got  any  certificate  of  character? — Yes,  I  have  a  cer- 
iftcate  of  character  from  the  army  and  also  one  from"  the  dape  Government 
Railway  service  (produced). 

10585.  Why  did  you  leave  the  Eailway  Department  ? — Owing  to  the 
nsufficiency  of  pay. 

10586.  Have  you  any  certificate  of  character  from  Eobben  Island? — I 
i;id  a  certificate  at  the  date  of  my  discharge,  which  I  left  with  Mr.  Graham 
vhile  an  investigation  into  my  case  is  going  on.  The  character  is  good,  but 
t  states  that  I  was  discharged  for  failing  to  make  a  report. ' 

10587.  Will  yon  state  the  circu^^n stances  under  which  you  failed  to 
nake  a  report  ? — On  Easter  Monday  I  was  doing  duty  from  twelve  at  night  till 
iix  the  next  morning  at  the  female  leper  wards,  Murray's  Bay.  About  twenty 
iiinutes  to  six  in  the  morning  I  was  coming  up  my  beat  and  saw  the  sanitary 
•onstable,  O'Hearn,  talking  to  constable  Cook,  and  he  said  he  had  been  struck 
tt  the  matron's  quarters.  I  went  up  and  asked  what  was  the  matter,  and  he 
(»ld  me  that  when  he  went  into  Mrs,  Dill's  quarters  to  see  the  time  it  was 
lark,  and  while  he  was  feeling  in  his  pocket  for  some  matches,  he  received  a 
»low  on  his  jaw. 

10588.  Where  was  he  standing  when  he  got  the  blow  ? — Inside  Mrs. 
Dill's  quarters,  in  the  sitting  room. 

10589.  How  came  he  to  go  into  the  sitting  room  ? — He  said  that  he 
went  in  to  see  the  time, 

10590.  Was  he  allowed  to  do  so  ? — I  could  not  say  ;  but  while  he  was 
there  he  got  the  blow,  and  the  individual  who  struck  him  said,  "  you  cur." 
1  asked  him  who  struck  him.,  and  he  said  he  could  not  see,  but  by  the  voice 

i)m  considered  it  was  ,  a  carpenter  on  the  island.    I  asked  him  why 

Me  did  not  go  and  see  so  as  to  make  sure,  but  he  said  he  was  afraid  he  might 
trike  him  again.    Another  constable  named  Hind  came  up  at  the  rime  ;  he 

lias  since  gone  home  to  Scotland.    We  went  to  the  matron's  quarters,  and 

II, en  came  out  from  one  of  the  back  rooms,  and  T  asked  him  why 

iif*  struck  O'Hearn.    There  was  another  female  tUere.    I  held  
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jr.  J.  E-nmphrifi.  i^ack,  01'  he  would  hare  corae  up  and  struck  O'Hearn  ;  I  said  if  he  struck 
May  4th,  1894.    him  I  should  have  to  take  him  to  the  station,  and  theu  lie  desisted,  and  Mrs. 

Dill  pushed  him  back  into  hoi-  quarters  again.  We  then  went  away  to  the 
sentry  box  at  the  end  of  the  beat,  about  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  from  the  gate, 
and  while  there,  as  we  were  about  to  make  out  our  report,  Mrs.  Dill  came  to 
me  and  said,  "  I  hope  you  are  not  going  to  report  me."  I  replied,  "Cer- 
tainly I  am  :  O'Hearn  wants  me  to  bring  it  forward,  and  therefore  I  must  do 
so."  She  begged  and  prayed  me  not  to  do  so,  but  I  said  I  should,  and  then 
she  turned  round  to  O'Hearn  and  asked  him  if  he  was  going  to  bring  it  for-^ 
ward  and  he  said  he  was.  She  then  went  away  a  little  distance  and  then 
came  back  again  and  said  to  O'Hearn,  "  all  right,  you  inform ;  it  will  not 

be    -  who  will  get  into  trouble,  but  it  will  be  you  and  me  ;  it  will  h 

a  very  serious  trouble ;  there  are  plenty  of  witnesses  to  prove  it,    I  am  not 

frightened  of  ,  he  is  a  very  good  man."    Then  O'Hearn  turned 

round  to  me  and  said,  "  Humphries,  never  mind ;  I  will  settle  the  matter 

myself ;  I  will  see  ."    I  did  rot  report  the  occurrence,  but  about  a  ] 

week  after  I  was  told  that  the  affair  was  brought  up  again.  I  saw  O'Hearn 
and  told  him,  and  he  seemed  in  a  great  state  of  mind  about  it  and  went  and 
told  the  magistrate. 

10591.  How  do  you  know  that  he  went  to  the  magistrate? — He  told,; 
me  he  had  been  there. 

10592.  This  yoti  say  was  a  week  after  the  occurrence? — Yes;  it  was' 
more  than  a  week.    I  was  warned  to  attend  at  the  oflfice,  and  O'Hearn  gave 
evidence,  but  he  did  not  tell  the  truth  straight  out  when  he  was  asked  what 
he  had  got   to   say.    He   said  that  we  took  the  matron's  feelings  inti 
consideration. 

10693.  Were  you  present  when  the  investigation  was  going  on  in  the 
magistrate's  ofEce  ? — Yes. 

10594.  Were  you^t  the  magistrate's  office  on  a  charge  of  having  failed 
to  report  ? — Yes. 

10595.  What  evidence  did  you  give  the  magistrate  ? — What  I  have^ 
just  stated  to  the  Commission. 

10596.  Did  you  state  the  whole  circumstances  of  the  case  ? — Yes. 

10597.  Was  the  evidence  taken  down  in  writing  by  the  magistrate  ? 
No,  it  was  not. 

10698.  Who  was  present  when  the  case  was  being  investigated?— 
Constables  Hind  and  Cook  and  myself,  and  Mr.  Moore  the  head  overseer,  am 
the  chief  constable  was  standing  in  the  doorway. 

10599.  Who  else  was  charged  with  dereliction  of  duty  besides  yourself?'- 
— Constables  Cook  and  Hind. 

10600.  At  the  termination  of  the  case  did  the  magistrate  pronounce 
any  judgment  ? — He  said  to  O'Hearn  that  he  was  very  sorry  he  had  been  ' 
struck. 

10601.  Who  preferred  the  charge  against  you  for  failing  to  report  ? — 
The  magistrate  himself. 

10602.  What  evidence  was  taken  besides  your  own  ? — My  evidence  was 
not  taken  on  that  occasion ;  only  O'Heam's. 

10603.  Did  you  make  any  statement  in  court? — Yes. 

10604.  Did  Hind  make  any  statement  ? — He  said  just  a  few  words,  and 
Cook  also  said  something,  but  I  said  the  most. 

10605.  Was  there  any  decision  intimated  to  you  ?-  -No. 

10606.  How  came  O'Hearn  to  be  in  the  case  if  you  were  only  sum- 
moned by  the  magistrate  for  failing  to  report? — I  cannot  say.  , 

10607.  Was  he  summoned  as  a  witness  by  the  magistrate  ? — Yes. 

10608.  What  evidence  did  he  give  ?— It  was  partly  the  same  as  mine, 
but  he  added  that  we  took  into  consideration  the  matron's  feelings,  owing  to 
her  having  a  family,  and  the  serious  trouble  it  might  bring  her  into  and  let 
the  matter  drop,  which  was  untrue. 
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10609.  During  the  time  you  were  a  constable  at  the  leper  wards,  did   ^-  Humphries. 
you  ever  notice  anything  of  a  similar  nature  taking  place,  anyone  coming  out    May  ah.,  i894. 
of  the  matron's  quarters  ? — There  have  been  lots  of  visitors  in  my  time. 

10610.  At  what  hours  ? — In  the  early  morning  hours. 

10611.  What  do  you  call  early  hours? — Between  six  and  half -past  eight 
or  nine. 

10612.  When  Mrs.  Dill  came  out  did  you  notice  whether  she  was 
dressed  or  partly  dressed  ? — She  only  had  a  dressing  gown  on.  She  came 
out  and  said  to  me,  "Humphries,  I  was  never  so  surprised  in  my  life  to  see 

 ,"  but  to  all  appearance  he  had  been  there  all  night.    It  had  been 

raining  a  little  on  the  island  and  the  roads  were  all  wet,  and  if  he  had  come 
early  in  the  morning  his  boots  would  have  shown  it  for  one  thing ;  then  his 
hair  was  all  rough  and  his  eyes  looked  as  if  he  had  just  got  up  out  of  sleep. 

10613.  Dr.  Herman.']  How  did   — —  manage  to  get  in  there  with 

the  guards  round  the  place  ? — I  cannot  say  exactly  how  he  managed,  but  two 
or  three  times  I  have  caught  him  trying  to  get  round  at  the  back. 

10614.  Have  you  seen  him  on  more  than  one  occasion  trying  to  get  in 
there  ? — Yes ;  he  did  not  come  up  to  the  main  entrance  gate,  and  if  anyone 
comes  up  the  back  way  it  might  be  difficult  on  a  dark  night  to  detect  it.  A 
door  was  made  in  the  passage  between  the  female  quarters  and  the  matron's 
place,  through  which  a  person  could  get  entrance. 

10615.  I  suppose  you  would  be  below  the  skyline  and  fail  to  see  anyone 
creeping  up  ? — Yes, 

106  i  6.  What  time  did  visit  the  place  ? — I  really  could  not 

say.    My  idea  was  that  he  had  been  in  the  matron's  quarters  all  the  night  by 
his  appearance  next  morning. 

10617.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  cases  of  the  same  sort? — ITo, 

10618.  What  did  Mrs.  Dill  mean  by  saying  that  it  would  be  awkward 
for  O'Hearn  ;  was  he  supposed  to  be  a  great  friend  and  visitor  ? — Not  that  I 
know  of,  but  he  said  something  to  the  magistrate  about  jealousy  on  the  part 
of  Warner. 

10619.  Is  it  a  usual  thing  for  the  constable  to  go  to  the  matron's 
quarters  to  see  the  time  ? — I  could  not  say,  but  he  went  there  to  get  the 
keys,  which  were  just  inside  the  doorway. 

10620.  How  does  the  sanitary  party  get  in  in  the  morning  if  the  matron 
is  asleep  ? — The  side  door  is  left  open. 

I       10621.  Is  there  no  one  on  guard  at  either  of  the  gates? — Yes,  the 
constable  on  duty. 

10622.  I  mean  inside  ?— 1^0. 

10623.  Then  if  anyone  evades  the  constable  he  can  get  inside  quite 
easily,  can  he  not  ? — Yes. 

10624.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Was  the  magistrate  made  aware  that  this  man  was 
in  Mrs,  Dill's  quarters  ?~Yes,  he  told  himself  in  his  evidence, 

10625.  Dr.  Herman. ~]  What  has  become  of  O'Hearn  ? — He  is  still  on 
the  island  ;  nothing  more  was  said  about  the  matter. 

10626.  And  where  is  ? — He  is  also  still  on  the  island ;  nothing 

more  was  said.  I  have  been  over  to  the  island  twice  since  to  visit  my 
friends  and  I  have  made  some  enquiries,  but  it  appears  that  after  constable 
Cook  and  myself  were  discharged  the  affair  dropped.  When  I  returned  to 
the  mainland,  I  went  to  see  Mr.  Graham  and  told  him  why  I  was  discharged 
and  showed  him  my  papers,  and  he  promised  to  look  into  the  matter  for  me, 
that  is  three  weeks  ago.  I  called  on  hina  last  Thursday  morning,  but  he 
said  he  had  not  heard  anything,  and  I  was  to  come  again,  but  nothing  has 
been  done. 

10627.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  it  is  perfectly  permissible  for  any  man 
on  the  island  to  go  and  visit  at  the  maton's  quarters  ? — It  appears  that  they 
did  so. 

10628.  Did  you  ever  pay  her  any  visits  in  that  sort  of  way  ? — No. 
[G.  10— '94.] 


570 


F.  J.  Thrwphnes.  10629.  Do  you  know  many  instances  where  men  on  the  island  have 
May  7th,  1894.    visited  the  matron's  quarters  ?— Yes. 

10630.  You  say  it  was  quite  usual  ? — Quite  usual. 

10631.  How  many  visits  had  she  in  an  evening? — Sometimes  three  or 

four  would  come  out  of  her  quarters,  and  sometimes  only  would 

come  out. 

10632.  Was  it  your  duty,  when  you  were  on  guard,  to  see  that  no  men 
came  there  ? — We  had  a  book,  and  it  was  our  duty  to  make  a  note  of  any 
strangers  going  to  the  matron's  quarters.  We  had  to  put  down  the  time 
they  went  in  and  the  time  they  came  out. 

10633.  What  do  you  mean  by  strangers  ? — Those  who  had  no  business 
in  connection  with  the  female  leper  wards. 

10634.  Did  you  make  such  entry  in  every  instance  ? — Yes. 
10635  You  did  not  always  report  things,  did  you  ? — No. 

10636.  Did  it  not  strike  you  as  being  rather  a  serious  thing  ? — If  I  had 

been  at  the  gate  it  would  have  been  my  duty  to  have  reported  for 

being  at  the  matron's  quarters  in  the  morning ;  constable  Cook  was  in  charge 
of  the  gate. 

10637.  If  Cook  did  not  report  it,  you  thought  that  you  ought  not  to 
report  it  ? — The  reason  why  I  did  not  report  it  was  because  O'Hearn  said  he 
would  settle  the  matter  himself. 

10638.  Were  there  other  instances  of  a  similar  kind  which  you  did  not 
report  ? — No  other  instances  of  a  similar  kind  occurred. 

10639.  Did  nobody  visit  at  the  matron's  quarters  and  remain  after, 
hours  ? — As  far  as  I  remember,  nobody  remained  after  hours ;  the  latest  wa| 
about  quarter  past  nine. 

10640.  Was  there  any  fixed  time  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

10641.  Do  you  know  of  anyone  staying  till  ten  or  eleven  o'clock? — Nc 
10642*  How  would  you  know  that  they  had  left  the  quarters  ?- 

should  judge  by  the  lights  being  out  and  its  being  all  qUiet. 

10643.  In  the  present  instance,  then,  your  judgment  misled  you  ?—  Yes'i 

10644.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suspect  that  at  otner  times  someone 
may  have  remained  behind  ? — No  ;  I  have  not. 

10645.  Do  the  constables  quite  understand  their  duties  on  the  beatP-J 
I  could  not  say. 

10646.  Did  you  understand  your  duties? — I  never  had  any  instruction 
read  out  to  me.  I  knew  that  when  I  was  on  duty  I  had  to  put  down  th 
names  of  any  persons  coming  in  or  going  out,  and  had  to  see  that  none 
the  male  lepers  got  into  the  compound. 

10647.  Are  the  constables  armed  at  night? — Yes. 

10648.  What  would  you  do  if  a  man  attempted  to  get  over  the  fence 
— I  should  call  on  him  to  come  back. 

10649.  Would  you  fire  on  him  ? — No. 

10650.  What  are  your  instructions  with  reference  to  the  use  of  firearms! 
— We  are  not  to  use  fchem  except  in  self-defence  to  save  our  lives. 

10651.  Are  you  given  to  understand  that  if  a  man  forces  his  way  intf 
the  female  leper  compound  you  are  to  fire  at  him  ? — No,  I  was  never  giver 
to  understand  that. 

10652.  Have  you  been  a  ccnstable  before? — No. 

10653.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  where  men  have  visited  tin 
female  quarters  between  six  and  eight  in  the  morning  ? — No. 

10654.  Have  you  heard  such  a  thing  talked  about  ? — No,  I  have  ne 
heard  any  talk  about  it.  There  used  to  be  a  female  assistant  to  Mrs.  Dil 
and  one  of  the  constables  used  to  visit  her  in  the  day  time  sometimes 
generally  in  the  afternoon. 

10655.  Have  you  heard  of  a  certain  constable  making  arrangements  t 

cohabit  with  a  leper  woman  ? — It  was  said  that  — ■   had  somethin 

to  do  with  one  of  the  leper  women,. and  I  believe  the  magistrate  enquire* 
into  itj  but  aothing  {kfisit©  wai  brought  m%  about  it* 
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10656.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  truth  in  it  ? — I  could  not  say.   There  f.  ./.  Emiphric 
was  a  girl  used  to  sit  by  the  fence.  May  4tii,  1894. 

10657.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Did  you  ever  see  O'Hearn  speaking  to  her  ? — "N"©, 
never. 

10658.  Dr  Herman.']  Is  O'Hearn  always  on  the  same  duty  or  do  they 
Ihange  the  constables  about  ? — If  there  is  no  complaint  against  them  they 
are  kept  on. 

10659.  Has  O'Hearn  been  a  long  time  in  the  force  ? — No,  not  long.  I 
should  say  six  months  at  most. 

10660.  You  say  that  the  magistrate  held  an  enquiry  into  the  rumour  ? 
—Yes. 

10661.  "What  ground  was  there  for  any  suspicion  ? — I  could  not  say.  I 
know  the  magistrate  questioned  certain  persons,  and  when  they  came  out  of 
the  office  I  heard  them  talking  about  what  the  magistrate  had  been  asking 

them.    I  told  myself  I  had  heard  something  of  the  matter  and  he 

said  it  was  a.  lie. 

10662.  Dr.  Dodds.']  When  —  was  at  the  matron's  quarters  where 

were  the  convicts  ? — Out  in  the  enclosure. 

10663.  Did  it  take  him  long  to  go  in  and  get  the  keys  as  a  rule  ? — ^I 
never  took  particular  notice.  I  never  knew  that  he  went  there  to  see  the 
time ;  I  just  used^to  see  him  open  the  door,  put  his  hand  in,  and  get  the  keys 
and  then  open  the  gate  for  the  cart  to  go  through-  It  was  quite  possible  for 
anyone  to  get  into  the  enclosure,  because  at  one  part  where  the  workmen  had 
been  engaged  there  was  an  open  space  of  some  six  feet  square  in  the  fence. 

10664.  How  long  was  that  gap  left  open  ? — For  months.  It  was 
reported  in  the  book  two  or  three  times  that  there  was  a  large  break  in  the 
fence,  but  no  notice  whatever  was  taken  of  it,  and  it  was  not  mended. 
There  was  also  a  gap  at  another  part  of  the  fence,  and  there  was  a  trolley 
there  on  Easter  Monday,  and  I  remember  when  I  was  going  out  for  a  walk 
on  the  island  with  some  friends,  I  saw  about  30  of  the  leper  men  and  women 
riding  up  and  down  in  the  trolley  outside  the  enclosure. 

10665.  Were  they  all  mixed  up? — Yes;  they  were  pushing  the  trolley 
up  and  letting  it  run  down  again.  I  have  also  seen  the  gates  wide  open  and 
some  of  the  female  lepers  roaming  about  on  the  beach  by  themselves. 

10 06 6.  Was  there  no  nurse  or  attendant  with  them  ? — No.  Just  before 
I  left  the  island  I  made  a  report  in  the  book  that  I  found  a  female  leper  on 
the  beach  without  any  attendant.  I  also  reported  that  a  lunatic  leper,  a 
coloured  woman  named  Elsie,  was  wandering  about  the  island  at  night  time 
by  herself.  She  used  to  come  out  through  the  gate  and  walk  right  away. 
I  fetched  another  constable  and  sent  him  after  the  woman. 

10667.  Dr.  Herman.']  What   time  at   night  was   it? — About  seven 
o'clock  ;  it  was  getting  dark. 

10668.  Do  you  know  if  she  has  ever  stayed  out  all  night? — -Not  to  my 
knowledge. 

10669.  Do  you  know  if  any  of  the  women  have  ever  stayed  out  all 
night  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

10670.  Do  the  women  ever  come  down  as  far  as  the  village  ? — The  only  ♦ 
time  I  ever  knew  them  to  come  down  that  way  was  when  the  Commission 

came  over  ;  then  they  only  got  as  far  as  the  boundary. 

t 10671.  Have  you  been  instructed  to  search  at  night  to  see  if  any  of  the 
men  have  got  out  ? — No. 
10672.  Have  you  any  reason  to  think  that  any  of  the  women  leave  the 
apound  at  night  ? — Grenerally  when  I  am  on  my  beat  I  have  a  small  dog 
with  me  and  it  is  very  sharp,  and  I  remember  on  one  occasion  he  barked  and 
discovered  a  woman  outside  the  fence.  I  should  not  have  saea  her  but  for 
the  dog.  When  I  asked  her  what  she  was  doing,  she  got  up  and  went  inside 
Iter  quarters. 

10673.  Did  you  Teporl  the  occurrence  ? — Yes,  in  the  book. 
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F.  J.  Humphnes.  10674.  When  was  it  ?— About  a  month  ago. 

May  4th,  1894.  10675.  To  whom  do  your  reports  go  ? — In  the  morning  when  we  go  off 

duty  we  hand  in  the  report  book  to  the  chief  constable.  I  do  not  know 
what  he  does  with  it. 

10676.  Dr  Dodds.~\  Did  you  see  any  leper  man  at  the  same  place 
where  the  woman  was  ? — No.  The  only  time  I  remember  seeing  a  male  leper 
about  the  place  wps  about  seven  months  ago  :  there  was  a  concert  given  when 
the  new  ward  was  opened  and  I  was  on  duty,  and  as  I  was  coming  along  my 
beat  I  saw  a  leper  man  standing  against  the  fence  listening  to  the  music. 
When  I  went  after  him  he  ran  away  very  quickly  and  got  off. 

10677.  Dr  Hermanr]  Was  he  simply  looking  on  ? — Yes. 

10678.  Do  not  the  leper  men  attend  dances  and  concerts  at  the  female 
compound  ?— No. 

10679.  Do  the  females  attend  entertainments  given  at  the  male  wards  ? — 
No  :  I  do  not  remember  any  dance  being  given  at  the  male  wards. 

10680  If  it  is  so  dark  at  night  that  you  could  not  see  a  woman  till  you 
stood  almost  over  her,  how  do  you  keep  guard  at  night  on  a  long  beat  ? — 
There  is  plenty  of  opportunity  for  anybody  to  get  in  or  out.  There  are  only 
four  lights  for  the  use  of  the  whole  lot :  two  lamps  and  two  bulls-eyes . 

10681.  Do  you  carry  a  bulls-eye  lantern  ?— No.  There  is  one  big  lamp 
taken  down  to  the  gate,  and  that  is  for  the  man  on  duty  there  and  the  man 
on  duty  at  the  convict  station  has  another  lamp. 

10682.  Do  you  think  it  is  necessary  for  you  to  carry  bulls-eyes  at 
night  ?— I  think  it  is  necessary  because  the  beats  are  very  long  and  it  is  very 
easy  for  anyone  to  hide  himself  till  the  constable  has  passed  and  then  get 
underneath  the  fence.  The  wind  has  blown  the  sand  away  and  left  lar 
spaces.  I  could  crawl  underneath  myself  very  easily. 

10683  Dr,  Herman.~\  When  you  were  on  duty  at  the  female  lep 
compound  did  you  ever  find  it  necessary  to  go  inside  ?— No. 

10684.  Are  there  any  instructions  that  would  occasion  the  constables ' 
visit  inside  the  compound  ?— No. 

10685.  If  there  was  a  riot  or  disturbance  in  the  compound,  would  you  go 
inside  ?— We  have  had  no  orders  to  that  effect.  We  simply  have  to  watch  that 
none  of  the  male  lepers  get  inside.  In  case  of  fire  we  should  call  up  the; 
matron,  and  I  believe  she  has  a  Eoman  candle  or  something  of  the  sort  at 
her  quarters  and  in  case  of  any  disturbance  or  fire  breaking  out,  that  would 
be  burnt  as  a  signal  for  help.  I  hav^e  never  seen  it  nor  had  any  instructions 
in  regard  to  it. 

10686.  Is  there  a  man  on  duty  at  the    convict  station  all    night  ?-- 

Yes. 

10687.  Does  he  constantly  keep  a  look  out  for  the  Eoman  candle?— 
I  cannot  say.  He  goes  round  and  calls  the  men  to  go  on  duty,  -  and  has 
to  keep  patrolling  about  the  buildings  all  night  so  as  to  see  that  none  of  the 
convicts  escape,  I  only  remember  the  constables  on  duty  at  the  female  leper 
compound  being  visited  once^  There  was  some  disturbance  that  night  at  the 
male  leper  wards  and  Mr  Moore,  the  chief  constable,  came  down  to  Murray's 
Bay.  Before  that  I  never  knew  of  any  one  coming  down  there  to  visit  till 
within  the  last  month  and  then  constable  Parry  was  sent  doivn  by  the  magistrate 
from  the  village  to  visit.  Two  days  after  the  occurrence  at  the  matron's  quarters 
he  came  down,  but  instead  of  coming  up  to  our  beats  to  visit  us,  he  stood  away  in 
the  road.  If  anyone  was  loitering  about  in  the  road  it  was  our  duty  to  see  who 
it  was  and  I  blew  my  whistle  and  then  went  down  the  road  to  see  who  it  was 
and  I  found  constable  Parry  there.  He  said  "  ail  right  "  and  walked  away. 
Next  morning  there  was  a  report  against  me  for  being  off  my  beat  and  I 
was  brought  before  the  magistrate  and  fined  two  days'  pay.  This  man 
said  that  that  when  he  was  coming  down  by  the  quarantine  station,  aj 
distance  of  some  400  or  500  yards  from  where  I  was,  he  saw  me  off  m^ 
beat,  and  this  was  sworn  to  on  oath.    The  migistrate  asked  me  whethel 
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I  had  anything  to  say  and  I  told  him  this  man  was  swearing  falsely,    ^-  ^-  Sumphriei 

that  he  never  came  near  our  beats  but  stood  in  the  road,  and  I  went  to  see    May  4tii,  i894. 

who  it  was.    Since  leaving    the    service  on  the  island,   I  have  made 

enquiries,  and  represented  the  case  to  Mr.  Graham,  who  said  that  it  was  not 

this  constable's  place  to  visit  us  at  all ;  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  us. 

I  also  told  him  the  full  particulars.    Last  Friday  I  was  over  on  the  island 

knd  I  found  that  this  same  constable  has  been  discharged  for  drunkenness. 

h  told  him  I  was  going  to  try  and  get  my  two  days'  pay  back,  and  he  then 

said  he  did  not  know  where  our  beats  were.     I  also  told  him  -1  thought  it 

was  too  bad  to  report  me  for  being  off  my  beat. 

10688.  When  were  you  on  the  island  last  ? — On  Monday. 

10689.  And  you  say  this  constable   had  just  been  discharged  for 
drunkenness  ? — Yes. 

10690.  What  is  his  name  ? — Parry. 

10691.  Where  did  he  get  drink  from? — I  could  not  say  where  he  got 
it.  He  has  not  been  long  on  the  island,  but  as  soon  as  he  came  he  made 
himself  very  unpleasant.  He  seemed  to  have  a  spite  against  me.  He  was 
supposed  to  go  on  duty  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  until  two  in  the 
morning,  and  he  happened  to  be  in  my  room,  and  because  I  told  him  to  leave 
and  get  on  duty  he  took  offence. 

10692.  Chairman.']  Where  did  he  get  the  drink  from  ? — He  requisi- 
tioned for  it  at  the  canteen. 

10693.  How  much  could  be  requisitioned  for  ? — He  was  supposed  to 
belong  to  the  institution,  and  had  power  to  requisition,  but  the  constables 
belonging  to  the  convict  department  were  not  allowed  to  requisition. 

10694.  Br.  Herman.]  Could  he  draw  as  much  drink  as  he  wanted  on 
requisition  ? — Yes. 

10695.  Chairman.]  What  appointment  did  constable  Parry  hold? — He 
was  the  constable  for  the  village. 

10696.  Did  he  belong  to  the  convict  establishment  ? — No  ;  he  belonged 
to  the  institution. 

10697.  Do  I  understand  that  there  are  two  sets  of  constables,  one  set 
for  duty  with  the  convicts  and  the  other  for  duty  at  the  village  ? — Yes. 

10698.  Have  all  the  men  holding  the  appointment  in  connection  with 
the  village  the  privilege  of  requisitioning  for  liquor  ? — 'In  this  man's  case  it 
appears  he  had ;  he  used  to  requisition  regularly.  I  have  seen  the  requisi- 
tions and  also  the  drink  at  his  quarters. 

10699.  Who  brought  it  to  his  quarters  ? — He  fetched  it  himself  from 
the  canteen. 

10700.  Have  you  seen  the  requisitions  written  in  a  book  ?- — 1  saw  them 
in  Mr.  Campbell's  office. 

10701.  Who  issued  and  signed  them? — He  wrote  out  the  requisitions 
himself  and  signed  his  name  at  the  bottom,  and  then  got  the  drink  at  the 
canteen  and  took  it  to  his  quarters. 

10702.  What  was  the  date  when  you  last  saw  that  ? — At  the  end  of 
March  last  Mr.  Campbell  had  all  the  requisitions  in  his  office  making  them 
up,  and  he  told  me  that  he  was  rather  astonished  at  the  amount  of  drink 
Parry  had,  and  he  was  going  to  speak  about  it  to  the  magistrate,  but  I  do 
not  believe  he  did. 

10703.  Dr.  Herman.]  Who  is  Campbell? — The  chief  constable. 

10704.  Did  no  one  else  know  what  drink  he  consvimed  ?— No. 

10705.  Was  this  under  the  new  rules  ? — At  that  time  the  canteen  was 
not  closed ;  there  were  no  rules  at  all. 

10706.  It  is  closed  now  .altogether,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

10707.  What  are  the  rules  in  force  uow  ? — I  could  not  say.  The  new 
rules  have  come  out  since  I  was  on  the  island. 

10708.  £>/■.  Dod<h.]  Was  it  under  the  new  rules  that  he  got  the  liquor? 
— 1  cannot  say  whether  the  nyw  rules  were  out  thyn.    Ou  our  staff  we  cannot 
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F.  /.  Smnphrics.   requisition  at  all,  but  if  we  are  not  on  duty  wei  are  allowed  to  get  a  bottle  of 
May  4th,  1894.  "  beer  at  dinner  time,  and  at  nigM  you  can  go  to  tbe  canteen  from  seven  till 
nine. 

10709.  Dr.  Herman.']  When  he  got  the  drink  was  the  canteen  open  or 
shut  ? — I  think  it  was  shut.  The  day  after  I  left  the  island  I  had  a  letter 
from  one  of  the  men  there,  and  he  said  that  Parry  had  been  brought 
up  for  being  drunk  and  fined  five  days'  pay ;  he  had  a  bottle  of  whisky  or 
brandy  in  his  pocket  when  he  was  discovered,  and  this  fell  out  of  his  pocket 
and  broke  on  the  floor,  whereupon  the  chief  constable  made  him  a  prisoner. 

10710.  While  you  were  on  the  island  was  there  much  drunkenness 
going  on  ? — I  have  not  seen  very  much.  I  never  used  the  canteen  myself 
as  I  am  a  teetotaler.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  drunkenness  among  the 
workmen  and  labourers.  I  have  seen  them  sometimes  very  drunk  at  night, 
singing  and  shouting  about  the  place. 

10711.  Was  no  notice  taken  of  that  ? — There  was  no  constable  in  the 
village  at  that  time. 

10712.  Was  it  a  nuisance  to  a  good  many  people  ? — Yes. 

10713.  Was  no  complaint  made  about  it? — I  cannot  say. 

10714.  Were  they  workmen  sent  from  the  mainland  ? — Yes ;  they  lived 
in  tents  pitched  at  Irishtown  at  the  back  of  the  library. 

10716.  Chairman.^  Is  there  any  other  point  you  would  like  to  mention  ? — 
With  reference  to  the  affair  at  the  matron's  quarters  I  consider  that  con- 
stable Hind  had  as  much  to  do  with  it  as  constable  Cook  and  myself,  and  I 
do  not  see  why  we  should  have  been  discharged  while  he  was  not. 

10716.  Was  he  not  discharged  also  ? — No.  He  was  going  to  Scotland, 
but  he  did  not  leave  for  eight  or  nine  days. 

10717.  Had  he  no  sentence  passed  on  him  ? — No,  The  magistrate  told 
him  that  would  do.  The  magistrate  knew  very  well  he  was  going  to  dis- 
charge us,  but  instead  of  telling  us  he  said  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind,  but 
he  would  see  later  on, 

10718.  Did  he  say  why  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind  ? — ISTo ;  but  I 
think  it  was  this  way  :  if  anyone  had  come  over  the  next  day  in  the  boat 
looking  for  work,  he  would  have  taken  them  on,  and  we  should  have  been 
discharged  at  once. 

10719.  Did  he  say  he  would  consult  anybody? — No;  he  only  said  he 
would  think  it  over. 

10720.  Dr  Hci-maii.']  Do  men  go  over  to  the  island  to  look  for  work  ? — • 
Yes  ;  lots  of  men  come  over  and  make  application  to  the  superintendent  for 
work ;  there  are  frequently  vacancies, 

10721.  Is  the  island  considered  rather  a  good  place  ?^Yes,  you  can  often 
get  a  job  there ;  the  pay  is  not  very  large,  but  you  can  always  live  more 
cheaply  there  than  in  Cape  Town. 

10722.  Chairman.~]  You  said  just  now  that  there  were  a  good  many  rows 
after  the  canteen  was  closed  at  night,  the  men  shouting  and  singing ;  was  that 
a  common  occurrence  ?  — They  were  very  often  singing  and  shouting  when 
going  to  their  quarters. 

10723.  Is  that  of  recent  date  ? — Not  very  recently.  I  should  like  to  say 
that  the  magistrate  called  Cook  and  myself  up  on  Friday  afternoon  just  before 
the  boat  was  leaving,  and  said  that  he  could  not  trust  us  any  longer  and  we 
would  have  to  go  the  following  Monday.  I  do  not  consider  that  that  was  at 
all  a  proper  way  of  discharging  men. 
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Gape  Town,  Monday,  May  1th,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Mtjreay  fGJiairmanJ, 


Dr.  Dodds, 
Fismer, 


Dr.  Herman. 


Mr.  P.  Nightingale  examined. 

10724.  G}iairman7\  Have  you  had  any  personal  experience  on  Eobben 
Island  ? — ■!  have  visited  it  often. 

10725  What  was  the  date  of  your  last  visit  ? — Eather  more  than  two 
years  ago,  but  I  was  a  frequent  visitor  there  for  about  eight  years  ofi  and  on. 

10726.  Did  you  take  cognizance  of  the  lepers  as  well  as  the  lunatics  ? — 
Yes :  the  whole  establishment, 

10727.  Dr.  Herman.']  In  what  capacity  did  you  visit  the  island  ? — I 
was  sent  over  by  the  Government  as  Commissioner  to  enquire  into  different 
complaints  that  arose  there. 

10728.  Did  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  how  the  administration  of  the 
island  might  be  improved  or  whether  it  was  defective  in  any  direction  ? — I 
have  always  thought  it  was  defective,  more  especially  since  the  population 
has  increased  ;  at  one  time  it  was  about  a  third  only  of  what  it  is  now.  The 
chief  medical  officer  who  was  also  lay  superintendent  appeared  to  manage 
fairly  well,  but  after  the  population  increased  and  there  was  a  greater  influx 
of  lepers  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  administration  was  open  to  improvement. 

10729.  Would  you  leave  the  whole  administration  of  the  island  to  one 
man  or  would  you  create  some  other  official  ? — I  have  always  thought  that  the 
lay  government  of  the  island  should  be  in  the  hands  of  an  official  who  was  not 
one  of  the  medical  officers. 

10730.  In  other  words  a  magistrate  ? — Yes. 

10731.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  making  it  like  a  village? — Y«s.  I 
would  call  the  official  either  magistrate,  superintendent,  or  commissioner, 
give  him  a  good  title  and  a  good  position  and  make  him  responsible  for 
everything  there. 

10732.  What  duties  would  you  assign  to  him  ? — All  the  administrative 
duties  of  the  island  outside  the  leper  and  hospital  work  and  the  lunatics ; 
there  should  be  a  sufficient  medical  staff,  and  the  medical  officers  should 
attend  to  their  own  particular  business. 

10733.  Did  you  come  to  that  conclusion  from  your  actual  observations 
on  the  island  ? — Yes.  I  saw,  for  instance,  that  the  medical  officer  in  charge 
was  actually  superintending  buildings  and  acting  practically  as  clerk  of 
works ;  he  was  also  superintending  convicts  as  well  as  farming  operations  and 
other  things,  such  as  light-house  matters,  and  had  altogether  too  much  on  his 
hands,  even  at  the  time  I  am  speaking  of,  and,  of  course,  since  those  days  the 
population  has  largely  increased.  The  medical  officers  have  so  much  lay 
work  on  their  hands  that  they  cannot  pay  proper  attention  to  their  profes- 
sional duties  at  the  same  time. 

10734.  What  was  the  population  of  the  island  at  the  time  you  speak  of  ? 
— I  think  the  last  time  I  was  there  it  was  between  500  and  600. 

10735.  Did  you  think  they  were  undermanned  through  mixing  up  the 
medical  and  administrative  functions  ? — I  thought  they  were  not  only  under- 
manned, but  that  everything  would  work  better  if  the  surgeon  superinten- 
dent was  detached  from  the  official  work.  The  office,  store,  public  buildings, 
and  everything,  in  fact,  connected  with  the  island,  were  in  the  hands  of  one 
toan*    I  think  the  government  of  the  island  should  be  in  the  hands  of  a, 


Mr. 

p.  Nightingale. 
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p  m^htingau  "^^"^i  ^ot  an  assistant  magistrate,  but  a  man  able  to  stand  on  his  own 

—  '  feet.  He  should  also  be  a  senior  man  and  not  junior  to  the  surgeon  super- 
May;7th,  1894.  inteudent. 

10736.  Do  you  think  that  such  an  appointment  should  be  held  for  many 
years? — I  do  not  think  that  Eobben  Island  is  a  place  where  a  man  would 
care  to  stay  a  very  long  time ;  it  is  something  like  an  up-country  district 
where  there  is  a  very  great  isolation  and  where  no  man  can  remain  for  a 
length  of  time  with  advantage  to  the  public  or  comfort  to  himself.  I  thin" 
that  three  to  five  years  should  be  the  limit.  Put  a  good  man  there,  pay  hi 
well  and  support  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  at  the  end  of  th 
time  remove  him  and  replace  him  by  someone  else. 

10737.  "What  duties  would  you  assign  to  the  medical  officer  on  the  island  ? 
— Purely  hospital  duties. 

10738.  Would  you  include  the  administrative  work,  connected  with  the 
hospital  ? — Yes. 

10739.  Do  you  think  such  a  system  as  that  would  conduce  to  the 
stopping  of  petty  jealousies  and  so  on  which  are  known  to  exist  ? — I  think 
it  would  go  far  to  do  so.  It  must  be  apparent  that  life  on  Eobben  Island  is 
worse  even  than  on  board  ship ;  everyone  knows  his  neighbour's  business, 
from  first  to  last,  and  from  morning  till  night,  and  no  person  can  ever  get 
away  from  his  neighbour.  Whatever  he  does  is  known,  and  such  a  state  of 
things,  even  on  the  mainland,  would  lead  to  a  great  deal  of  unpleasantness. 
On  the  island,  the  community  is  quite  isolated,  and  quarrelling  and  friction 
must  be  a  common  thing  there. 

10740.  Would  you  give  the  official  you  recommend  any  authority  to 
deal  with  the  leper  and  lunatic  institutions  on  the  island ;  would  you,  foi 
example,  think  it  advisable  to  make  him  an  official  visitor  ? — Yes  ;  but 
should  not  think  it  advisable  to  give  him  power  to  interfere  with  orders  that 
the  medical  officers  might  give. 

10741.  If  he  were  appointed  official  visitor,  he  would  generally  supervise 
^        ,  the  establishment  in  that  way,  would  he  not  ? — Yes. 

10742.  Would  you  consider  that  advisable  ? — I  do  not  see  any  objectionij 
to  it.  In  the  case  of  the  hospitals  at  Port  Elizabeth,  Graham's  Town,1 
Queen's  Town  and  elsewhere,  for  instance,  the  magistrate  is  always  official. 

V  isitor. 

10743.  Is  the  system  found  to  work  well  ? — Yes.' 

10744.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  system  in  vogue  at  Graham'sl 
Town,  where  there  is  a  lunatic  asylum  ?— I  have  been  over  the  asylum 
several  times. 

10745.  Does  the  magistrate  visit  it? — Yes,  and  it  works  very  well. 
There  has  never  been  any  fault  found,  that  I  am  aware  of. 

10746.  Under  such  a  plan  as  you  suggest,  would  you  make  the  medical 
officer  in  any  way  junior  to  the  other  official  ? — So  far  as  his  professional" 
duties  are  concerned  he  would  be  quite  distinct. 

10747.  Should  he  still  report  to  the  medical  department  of  the  Colonial 
Office  ? — Unless  you  gave  the  local  chief  official  authority  to  deal  with  all 
matters,  which  I  fancy  could  hardly  be  done,  the  medical  officer  would  have 
to  report  professionally  to  the  ministerial  department. 

10748.  Would  you  propose  to  give  the  official  you  recommend  any 
jurisdiction  over  the  inside  of  the  buildings  or  their  management  ? — I  do  not 
think  so,  that  would  not  answer. 

10749.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  man  in  the  public  service,  or  any  series 
of  men,  who  would  be  strong  enough  to  be  sent  to  the  island,  every  five  years 
in  rotation  ? — I  could  not  put  my  finger  on  a  man  at  this  moment,  and  I 
think  you  would  find  it  rather  difficult  to  get  such  a  man  in  the  public  service, 
but  I  believe  it  would  be  quite  possible  to  find  someone  either  in  or  out  of 
the  service.  If  the  Government  required  an  officer  of  that  sort  they 
should  have  a  free  hand  to  look  about. 
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10750.  Would  you  make  the  appomtraent  on  a  par  with  that  of  civil    ^  mfhiinffaif. 
commissioner  of  the  Cape  division  for  instance  ? — 1  think  you  would  hardly        '  — 

get  a  man  for  the  same  salary  that  is  given  to  the  civil  commissioner  of  the 
Cape  division  to  isolate  himself  on  Eobben  Island  for  a  number  of  years  in  an 
unpleasant  community. 

10751.  You  think  the  difficulty  might  be  met  by  a  substantial  salary  ? 
— Yes,  and  the  status. 

10752.  What  salary  would  you  suggest  ? — You  should  give  a  salary 
superior  to  that  drawn  by  the  chief  medical  officer,  say  £100  a  year  more, 
so  as  to  give  him  a  controlling  influence  as  it  were  in  the  place  and  enable 
him  to  be  looked  up  to. 

10753.  Do  you  not  think  also  that  the  medical  superintendent  should 
have  a  good  salary  ? — Yes,  every  official  on  the  island  should  be  well  paid  ; 
they  are  all  more  or  less  dissatisfied  and  always  have  been. 

10764.  If  you  had  a  medical  superintendent  who  received  a  higher 
salary  and  better  status,  with  an  additional  staff  of  medical  men  under  him, 
would  not  that  work  equally  well  as  the  other  plan  ?-^Possibly,  if  he  was  a 
good  administrator  and  kne^  how  to  rule  men. 

10755.  Suppose  he  devoted  all  his  time  to  the  work  of  administration 
and  nothing  else,  and  simply  took  a  general  consulting  interest  in  the  medi- 
cal establishment  ? — That  would  come  to  the  same  thing. 

10756.  Do  you  think  he  need  necessarily  be  a  magistrate  or  a  civil 
commissioner  ? — I  think  he  should  hare  judicial  Jtuthority  on  the  island, 
otherwise  there  must  be  another  official  having  that  qualification. 

10757.  Is  there  any  reason  why  the  medical  supintendent  should  not 
have  that  authority  ?—  I  do  not  think  he  should.  I  think  the  medical  officer 
should  stick  closely  to  his  own  particular  work. 

10758.  Might  he  not  have  a  general  administration  only  over  the  island  ? 
— There  would  be  no  objection  to  that  perhaps,  provided  he  was  simply  an 
onlooker  in  connection  with  the  whole  establishment,  but  I  would  not  bring 
him  into  contact  professionally  with  the  patients. 

,  10759.  You  think  that  if  he  is  brought  into  contact  with  the  patients 
and  attendants  in  a  medical  capacity,  that  by  itself  unfits  him  for  the  general 
administration  of  the  island  ? — It  would  be  better  that  he  should  keep  as 
much  aloof  from  the  patients  as  possible,  and  hold  a  position  of  superiority 
over  the  whole  island. 

10760.  Do  you  think  you  would  be  able  to  move  the  officer  you  suggest 
so  frequently  ? — It  would  be  a  matter  of  contract  or  agreement  beforehand. 

10751.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  more  difficulty  in  getting  a  good 
medical  superintendent  or  chief  than  there  would  be  in  getting  a  lay  superin- 
tendent?— I  think  so,  because  a  really  good  professional  man  would  hardly 
be  likely  to  go  to  Eobben  Island  for  any  salary  that  the  Government  would 
be  likely  to  offer  him,  and  besides  he  should  be  a  qualified  magistrate, 

10762.  Are  there  any  other  suggestions  you  have  to  offer  which  might 
)0ssibly  tend  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  general  establishment  on  the 
sland  ? — Any  other  suggestions  would  be  merely  matters  of  detail ;  the 
rhole  thing  would  very  much  hinge  upon  the  plan  of  separating  the  medical 

gtaff  from  what  one  mi^ht  call  the  governing  or  administrative  staff. 

10763.  Chairman.~\  I  understand  that  you  would  be  in  favour  of  having 
man  of  judicial  mind  and  adequate  training,  who  would  be  able  to  deal 

kith  all  matters  in  the  way  that  an  ordinary  magistrate  would  ? — Decidedly. 

10764.  Such  training  is  only  acquired  by  years  of  experience  perhaps, 
[is  it  not  ? — Yes.  Such  a  man  might  I  dare  say  be  found  either  in  the  public 
'service  or  outside  it. 

10765.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  you  think  it  is  advisable  to  appoint  a  Board 
of  Commissioners  oi-  supervisors  to  take  general  control  of  the  island  and  deal 
with  the  admission  and  discharge  of  patients,  resident  on  the  mainland  but 
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p  N^tlnijaie  ^^^^^^g  frequent  visits  to  the  island  ? — Of  course  frequent  visits  would  not. 
_  '    ■    be  so  necessary  if  you  adopted  the  plan  I  have  suggested. 

May  7tii,  1894.  10766.  The  admissiou  of  patients,  for  example,  is  a  matter  involving 

sometimes  considerable  doubt ;  would  not  a  Board  be  an  advantage  in  such 
cases  ? — I  take  it  that  that  is  more  a  professional  question. 

10767.  Then  there  is  the  erection  of  new  buildings,  the  general  con- 
ditions of  segregation  on  the  island,  and  so  on  ;  do  not  you  think  that  all 
such  matters  would  be  better  settled  by  a  Board,  which  would  at  the  same 
time  act  as  official  visitors  ? — Yes,  I  see  no  objection  to  such  a  plan  as  that. 
I  daresay  it  would  answer  very  well,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  absolutely 
necessary.  I  understand  that  there  are  Adsitors  now.  I  do  not  know  what 
they  do,  but  I  recommended  the  Government  to  apj)oint  them  some  years 
ago,  as  I  thought  the  island  required  visiting  at  that  time. 

10768.  Chairman.']  Did  it  strike  you  as  the  result  of  your  inspection 
that  the  island  really  required  serious  improvement  in  regard  to  the  adminis- 
tration ? — Yes. 

10769.  You  saw  that  there  was  weakness  in  different  directions? — Most 
decidedly. 

10770.  Did  you  frame  any  report  to  the  Government  in  that  direction  ? 
— Yes  ;  I  wrote  many  reports. 

10771.  Dr.  Herman.']  How  is  it  that  nothing  has  been  done  to  alter  the 
condition  of  things  ? — I  cannot  explain  it ;  I  am  not  aware  of  it. 

10772.  Chairman.~\  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  Eobben  Island  is  very 
much  crowded  ;  in  the  event  of  its  being  found  necessary  to  spend  further 
large  sums  of  money,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  spending  it  there  or  on 
some  suitable  place  on  the  mainland,  supposing  it  was  proved  scientifically 

^  fhat  the  disease  was  contagious  and  that  it  was  desirable  to  have  leper  estab- 

lishments ? — If  you  keep  the  lepers  on  Eobben  Island  and  increase  the 
number  you  may  have  to  increase  the  building  accommodation. 

10773.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  removing  the  lunatics  from  the 
island  ? — I  would  rather  see  the  lunatics  removed  than  the  lepers.  It  has 
always  struck  me  as  being  a  good  place  for  lepers.  I  would  take  the  lunatics 
away  and  leave  the  island  as  a  leper  establishment. 

10774.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  you  consider  that  Eobben  Island  is  well 
adapted  for  an  asylum  of  that  nature  ? — Yes. 

10775.  On  what  account  ? — Because  the  patients  cannot  get  away  from 
the  place.  In  the  course  of  my  travels  through  the  country  during  the  last 
two  or  three  years  I  have  seen  a  number  of  lepers  roaming  about,  most  horri- 
ble objects.  They  used  formerly  to  be  sent  to  Eobben  Island  for  a  time  and 
were  then  allowed  to  leave.  They  would  come  to  the  mainland  and  then  go  to 
the  villages  where  they  lived  up  the  country. 

10776.  Dr.  Fismer.]  Is  that  the  strong  point  you  have  in  favour  of 
Eobben  Island  as  a  leper  institution  ? — Yes ;  it  is  a  place  they  cannot 
escape  from.  If  you  are  going  to  segregate  the  lepers  at  all,  you  cannot  do 
it  better  than  on  the  island. 

19777.  Do  not  you  think  the  working  of  the  institution  on  the  island  is 
far  more  expensive  than  it  would  be  on  the  mainland?^ — Yes,  it  may  be. 

10778.  Would  not  the  administration  be  much  easier  on  the  mainland? 
— I  think  so  in  some  respects ;  it  would  also  be  more  under  the  public  eye. 

10779.  Dr.  Herman.]  Do  you  think  the  general  efficiency  of  the  estab- 
lishment would  be  increased  by  removal  to  the  mainland  ? — I  think  so  in 
some  respects. 

10780.  The  point  you  make  as  to  preventing  the  lepers  from  escaping 
from  the  institution  ought  not  to  weigh  very  strongly ;  prisoners  do  not 
escape  very  often,  do  they  ? — Yes,  they  do  so  very  often.  You  will  constantly 
find  escaped  prisoners  advertised  for  in  the  Gazette.  My  own  opinion  is  that 
Eobben  Island  is  a  capital  place  for  lepers. 

10781.  Prisoners  generally  escape  when  they  arn  working  in  parties,  do 
they  not  ? — Very  often  they  escape  from  the  prison. 
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10782.  Could  not  the  lepers  be  equally  well  guarded  on  the  mainland?    ^,  Ni^uiim'c 
— I  do  not  think  so  ;  there  is  the  sea.  —  ' 

10783.  But  the  segregation  is  not  complete,  is  it  ? —It  might  be  more    May  7th,  isoi 
complete, 

10784.  If  we  found  that  the  risk  to  the  public  is  only  comparatively 
small,  would  that  weigh  with  you? — No,  I  think  not.  I  should  prefer 
seeing  the  lepers  segregated  on  the  island,  and  the  lunatics  removed. 

10785.  If  we  found  that  the  contagion  is  only  confined  to  the  patient 
himself  and  only  at  certain  periods,  there  would  not  be  the  same  necessity 
for  taking  the  lepers  away  and  locking  them  up  on  the  island,  would  there  ? 
— If  you  are  going  to  segregate  them,  you  cannot  do  so  better  than  on 
Eobben  Island. 

10786.  Are  you  in  favour  of  modified  segregation  at  all  ? — I  think  that 
all  lepers  should  be  confined  on  the  island.  I  remember  long  ago  when  I 
was  a  boy  there  was  a  small  leper  asylum  near  Port  Elizabeth,  and  the  lepers 
were  shut  up  there,  but  they  were  continually  getting  away. 

10787.  I  presume  you  base  your  opinion  on  the  belief  that  leprosy  is 
contagious  ? — Yes. 

10788.  Apart  from  that  would  you  regard  the  island  as  a  favourable 
spot  for  a  large  establishment  such  as  now  exists  there  ?~]N'ot  apart  from 
that. 

10789.  Br.  Dodds.']  Do  you  not  think  there  would  be  a  danger  of  the 
clashing  of  authority  if  you  had  a  lay  superintendent,  such  as  you  suggest, 
and  a  medical  officer  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  provided  their  duties  were  properly 
defined. 

10790.  Take  the  Public  Works  Department.  You  are  aware  what  a 
trouble  the  medical  officer  had  in  getting  them  to  do  certain  things  ;  do  not 
you  think  the  same  difficulty  would  occur  again  ? — It  would  have  to  be 
guarded  against. 

10791.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  in  England,  in  the  case  of  very  much 
larger  institutions  than  Eobben  Island,  almost  without  exception  there  is  a 
medical  superintendent,  who  has  sole  control  over  all  the  different  depart- 
ments ;  do  not  you  think  bj  increasing  the  medical  staff  you  might  get  over 
the  difficulty  which  you  point  out  ? — There  is  a  large  population  on  Eobben 
Island  not  connected  with  the  hospitals. 

10792.  Is  it  not  important  to  have  an  official  there  who  is  entirely 
detached  from  the  administrative  responsibilities  as  regards  the  quality  of 
stores  and  the  working  of  the  institutions  ? — 1  take  it  that  that  would  fall 
within  the  medical  branch  ;  the  stores  would  be  consumed  in  the  hospitals, 
and  wovild  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  doctor. 

1079o.  They  might  blame  the  magistrate,  or  whoever  the  official  was, 
for  supplying  thom  with  bad  food.     Is  it  not  all  important  to  get  an  official 
,  entirely  detached  from  responsibility  as  regards  the  working  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  w  ho  is  there  simply  as  an  official  visitor  ? — The  official  that  we 
have  been  referring  to  would  hold  such  a  position  I  take  it. 

10794.  Would  you  propose  to  place  him  in  charge  of  public  works  and 
stores  ? — Everything  except  the  hospitals. 

10795.  But  therein  lies  the  difficulty;  nearly  everything  on  the  island 
is  more  or  less  connected  with  the  hospital  work,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  to  some 
extent.  There  might  be  a  little  difficulty  in  defining  the  duties,  but  I  think 
it  could  be  done. 

i        10796.  Dr.  He>  'mctti.  'j  Do  not  you  think  the  difficulty  that  has  been 
'  suggested  would  be  met  by  simply  making  the  official  you  suggest  a  magis 
trate  and  official  visitor  and  giving  him  no  othor  duties  at  all  to  perform?  — 
He  must  generally  administer  the  island  outside  such  official  work. 

10797.  Already  there  are  complaints  about  the  time  taken  up  iri 
rQfcrring  matters.    If  everything  had  to  go  before  the  magistrate  and 
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T.  Ni^titti/aie  ^®  ^^^^  Colonial  Office,  would  not  that  increase  the  circum- 

—  '  locution  ? — I  would  give  the  magistrate  authority  to  decide  a  great  many 
May  7th,  1894.    things  which  are  now  referred  to  the  mainland. 

10798.  Would  it  not  lead  to  a  continual  clashing  of  authority?— I  do 
not  think  so,  necessarily. 

10799  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  a  man  there  who  was 
entirely  removed  from  the  immediate  responsibility  as  to  the  working  of  the 
place,  so  that  he  could  give  an  opinion  without  any  reference  to  he  himself 
being  at  fault  or  not  ? — I  hardly  see  what  he  would  have  to  do. 

10800.  Do  not  you  see  a  difficulty  in  drawing  the  line  so  as  to  deiine  the 
functions  of  the  respective  officials  ? — The  official  I  suggest  should  be  the  re- 
presentative of  the  Grovernment  on  the  island. 

10801.  And  have  to  decide  a  great  many  points  which  are  now  sent  over 
to  the  mainland  for  decision  '? — Yes  ;  the  Government  would  hold  him  respon- 
sible if  his  decisions  were  wrong  ;  he  would  be  practically  the  Government 
agent  on  the  island. 

10802.  Would  not  the  medical  olHcer  be  in  a  difficulty  as  to  whether  he 
should  write  to  this  official  or  to  Government  ? — That  could  be  settled  by . 
regulations. 

10803.  Would  not  it  be  almost  impossible  to  frame  regulations  to  meet 
the  case  ? — 1  do  not  think  so. 

10804.  Some  little  time  ago  there  was  a  dispute  on  the  island  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  meat,  and  the  assistant  magistrate  was  asked  to  make  an 
enquiry.  In  his  capacity  as  lay  superintendent,  he  was  partly  responsible  for 
the  condition  of  the  meat,  and  the  lepers  complained  to  us  that  he  was  really 
adjudicating  upon  his  own  case.  Would  not  that  kind  of  thing  be  continu- 
ally happening  if  you  had  such  an  official  as  you  suggest  ? — I  tio  not  think 
so.  Take,  for  instance,  the  analogous  case  of  a  country  district  where  the 
prison  has  to  be  supplied  with  rations.  If  there  is  a  complaint  made  by  the 
district  surgeon  or  the  gaoler,  the  magistrate  is  the  officer  who  decides 
whether  such  complaint  is  well-founded  or  not.  I  have  been  a  magistrate 
myself  for  many  years,  and  I  have  had  a  great  many  of  those  cases  before  me 
at  different  tmies,  and  I  always  decided  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  dis- 
trict surgeon ;  if  the  district  surgeon  said  that  the  meat  was  not  fit  for  food, 
that  was  enough,  and  I  do  not  anticipate  that  there  would  be  very  much 
trouble  in  connection  with  Kobben  Island  in  cases  of  that  kind. 

10805.  Chairman.']  Would  it  not  be  possible  to  define  the  duties  of  the 
medical  officer ;  say  in  the  first  place  you  give  him  entire  charge  of  the  hos- 
pitals and  the  patients,  and  the  administration  of  stores  connected  with  them, 
together  with  the  power  of  dismissal  of  all  attendants,  the  attendants,  how- 
ever, on  dismissal,  having  the  right  to  appeal  as  they  would  to  an  ordinary 
magistrate ;  in  other  words,  the  medical  officer  should  be  the  supreme  in  all 
medical  matters,  but  where  anyone  under  him  had  a  grievance  which  the  law 
could  redress,  the  magistrate  would  investigate  it ;  then  you  would  give  the 
magistrate  the  administration  of  the  whole  island  as  regards  the  couvicts, 
guards,  buildings,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  all  parts  of  the  island,  apart 
from  the  hospital,  wliich  would  appertain  to  the  medical  man ;  would  not 
some  such  division  of  work  answer,  provided  you  had  a  strong  man  and  a 
man  of  tact  ? — That  is  the  division  of  work  which  I  contemplate,  and  I  think 
rules  and  regulations  could  be  framed  ;  the  lay  duties  and  the  professional 
duties  should  be  separated. 

10806.  Br.  Bodds.']  In  a  large  institution  like  that  on  Kobben  Island 
are  not  the  duties  very  much  mixed  up  ;  for  instance,  suppose  the  work- 
shops were  entirely  under  the  magistrate,  and  the  medical  superintendent  did 
not  like  his  patients  to  go  there,  might  not  friction  arise  ?' — Those  are  more 
matters  of  detail. 

10807.  Br.  Herman.']  Would  you  recommend  a  large  addition  to  tlie 
medical  staff  on  the  island  ?— I  think  there  should  be  an  addition  to  the 
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medical  staff ;  there  are  only  two  medical  officers  there  now  I  understand.     ^  yi^M„,jait. 
When  I  first  knew  the  institution  there  was  only  one.    With  the  present  — 
population  there  ought  to  be  a  couple  more  medical  ofl&cers.  ^^■^ 

10808.  Dr.  Fismer.j  I  take  it  that  only  at  first  there  would  be  any 
difficulty  in  defining  the  duties  of  the  magistrate  and  the  medical  superinten- 
dent ;  after  matters  got  into  working  order  you  do  not  think  they  would 
clash,  do  you  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

10809.  At  present  the  chief  medical  superintendent  is  head  over  the 
whole  island,  which  causes  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  ? — Yes  ;  the  present 
system  is  objectionable.  I  think  the  medical  officer  should  not  be  mixed  up 
with  the  lay  work. 

10810.  Chairman.']  When  you  were  on  the  island  did  you  observe  that 
a  certain  number  of  men  were  told  off  as  constables '? — There  were  some 
constables  or  guards. 

10811.  Did  you  observe  whether  they  carried  revolvers? — No;  they  did 
not  do  so  when  I  was  there.    I  have  heard  they  do  now. 

I  0812.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  on  that  point ;  do  you  think  it  has 
an  irritating  effect  on  the  patieuts  ? — No  doubt  it  has  an  irritating  effect, 
because  only  constables  guarding  convicts  can  legally  be  armed,  hospital 
warders  ought  not  to  be  armed. 

J  0113.  ^Suppose  one  of  the  armed  constables  fired  his  revolver  and  killed 
a  leper,  what  would  be  his  position  ? — He  might  be  tried  for  murder  under 
ordinary  circumstances. 

10814.  Would  it  be  illegal  ? — Yes  decidedly  in  my  opinion. 

10815.  Do  you  consider  it  a  source  of  risk  to  allow  those  men  to  be 
armed? — 1  should  think  so,  and  it  must  irritate  the  leper  patients,  I  do  not 
consider  they  are  entitled  to  be  armed  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

10816.  You  regard  the  lepers  in  the  same  light  as  you  would  hospital 
patients? — Yes,  quite  so. 

10817.  You  would  have  warders  and  attendants  but  not  armed  con- 
st ubles? — Certainly  not. 

10818.  Do  you  think  that  such  an  arrangement  cannot  possibly  do  any 
good  and  might  be  a  source  of  danger  ? — Yes,  decidedly. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Dixon  further  examined. 

10819.  Chairman.']  When  did  you  leave  Kobben  Island  ? — In  December,  Dr. 
1891.  '  "  " 

10820.  What  was  the  method  of  administration  on  the  island  at  that 
time  ;  did  all  matters  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  chief  medical  superin- 
tendent?— Yes,  all  matters,  and  that  involved  a  very  great  deal  of  work  of  a 
non-medical  character,  really  what  I  should  call  ordinance  work. 

10821.  Did  it  make  a  great  inroad  on  your  time  ? — It  took  practically 
the  whole  of  my  time,  and  gave  very  little  opportunity  for  scientific  or  pro- 
fessional duties.  I  may  say  that  under  the  system  that  prevailed  I  had  to 
sign  vouchers  and  countersign  all  sorts  of  accounts,  very  often  relating  to 
things  that  I  could  not  by  any  possibility  have  a  personal  knowledge  of. 

10822.  Had  you  to  pay  attention  to  disciplinary  matters  and  investigate 
complaints  and  charges  which  were  brought  to  you  ? — Yes  ;  most  of  the 
complaints  were  brought  by  myself  ;  the  licad  attendant  and  matron  would 
occasionally  complain    of  a  nurse  at  either   the  male  or  female  wards, 

nd  I  always  dealt  with  those  cases,  in  fact  I  do  not  see  how  anyone  but  a 
edical  officer  could  deal  with  matters  connected  with  hospital  servants. 

10823.  But  I  take  it  you  had  to  attend  also  to  matters  connected  with 
the  general  administration  of  the  island,  such  as  convicts,  leper  guards,  police, 
sanitation  and  so  on? — Yes,  and  also  the  stores;  all  those  matters  came 
within  my  jurisdiction,  but  they  might  be  scsparated  from  the  purely  medical 
"Work. 
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J  10824.  How  would  yc/u  suggest  to  improve  the  administration  ? — I 

—  would  put  a.  civil  comiiiissiouer  on  the  island  ;  1  do  not  see  any  advantage, 

May  7th,  1S94.         j^-^^  being  a  magistrate.    Such  an  officer  vv^ould  deal  with  the  financial 
branch  ;  all  spendin;j;  uf  nuniey  would  go  through  his  hands  and'^  would  ala 
make  him  paymaster  and  give  him  complete  authority  over  all  stores  au( 
make  him  responsible  for  their  safety,  and  also  for  theii-  being  replenished 
so  that  he  could  at  any  time  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  medical  officer.  ^ 

10825.  How  would  you  deal  with  the  government  of  the  island ;  you  •> 
say  that  in  your  own  case  most  of  the  comijlaints  came  from  yourself  as  it 
were  ? — Those  were  all  matters  connected  with  the  work  inside  the  asylums 
or  the  leper  wards ;  you  have  constantly  to  reprove  attendants  or  nurses  on 
account  of  slackness  in  some  department,  untidiness  or  carelessness  it  may  bo, 
but  that  of  course  is  not  peculiar  to  Eobben  Island ;  in  any  large'' medical 
institution  you  get  occasional  deficiencies  on  the  part  of  the  staff,  but  I  da^ 
not  see  how,  consistently  with  the  patients  you  can  in  any  way  weaken  the 
authority  of  the  medical  officer  in  dealing  Avith  that  class  of  shortcoming,  iu 
fact  there  is  a  regulation  which  if  it  were  enforced  ought  to  put  him  in  a 
fairly  seciu'e  position  ;  it  is  printed  at  the  and  of  the  rules  and  regulations  iu 
connection  with  hospitals  and  asylums  audi  s  in  the  form  of  an  agreement  in 
which  every  nurse  and  attendant  admits  the  right  of  the  medical  superinten- 
dent to  dismiss  them  for  certain  faults  of  which  a  list  is  given ;  everyone  is 
supposed  to  sign  that  on  having  their  appointment  confirmed  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  but  whether  that  is  done  or  not  now  I  do  not  know.  I  think  it  is 
very  important. 

10826.  Di\  TIerman.']  What  is  that  called? — An  obligation  form  I  think. 

10827.  Chairman.^  How  would  you  provide  for  the  nurses  or  attendaut8|i 
having  some  appeal  in  case  they  thought  that  justice  was  not  done  them?- 
If  a  nurse  or  attendant  thinks  they  are  harshly^  treated  by  the  medical  offictu- 
that  would  be  a  very  difficult  point  to  settle  or  express  an  opinion  upon.  I 
they  have  a  right  of  appeal,  it  is  very  likely  to  degenerate  into  the  practicJ 
of  merely  threatening  the  medical  officer  with  a  complaint  if  he  ventures  to 
expostulate.    I  found  that  in  my  own  experience,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  you  must  judge  the  medical  superintendent  by  results.    If  he  is  a  man 

,  in  the  habit  of  dealing  unjustly  with  his  subordinates,  nurses,  attendants, 

and  so  on,  he  would  not  be  able  to  get  good  people  to  stay  with  him,  and  ^ 
lhat  would  tell  against  him  in  the  long  run,  or  in  the  immediate  future  I  i 
would  almost  say.  " 

10S28.  In  the  case  of  the  dispute  about  the  meat  some  time  ago,  the 
lepers  themselves  complained  that  the  assistant  magisti-ate  had  to  adjudicate 
upon  the  matter  although  it  was  part  of  his  duty  to  see  that  the  meat  was 
good  ? — I  do  not  think  they  could  appeal  to  anyone  on  the  island,  because 
under  my  system  the  civil  commissioner  would  be  responsible  for  the  quality 
of  all  stores,  so  that  he  would  have  to  adjudicate  upon  his  own  shortcomings 
if  the  patients  found  it  necessary  to  complain.  It  is  part  of  the  duty  of  the 
medical  superintendent  to  inspect  the  rations  at  frequent  intervals.  I  think 
I  should  strengthen  very  much  the  visiting  element. 

10820.  Would  yen  be  in  favour  of  appointing  a  resident  magistrate  on 
the  island  and  treating  it  as  you  would  a  village  ? — I  think  the  lact  of  such 
an  official  being  resident  would  very  much  hamper  him  as  magistrate,  there 
is  very  little  magisterial  work  to  be  done  on  the  island.  Take  for  instance 
the  case  of  provisions,  he  would  not  be  in  any  better  position  for  inspecting 
them  or  redressing  a  grie\'aucG  of  any  sort  because  he  was  magistrate  ;  it  is 
not  a  case  in  which  a  civil  action  can  be  brought,  and  the  matter  would  not 
co)ue  before  him  in  his  magisterial  capacity  but. in  his  capacity  as  guardian 
of  stores. 

10830,  lu  the  case  of  drunkenness,  unruly  conduct  at  the  canteen  or  in 
the  streets,  who  woidd  deal  v/ith  such  breaches  of  disciialine  ? — If  they  woj  o 
sufficiently  serious  they  should  be  brought  into  court. 
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10831.  You  would  want  some  one  to  try  snob  cases,  wonid  yon  not? —     ^  F^iilxm 
Yes,  unless  yon  p.ent  them  over  to  the  mainland.    In  my  time  we  used  to 

send  eases  over.  *  ^tb,  uu.. 

10832.  Would  not  that  give  rise  to  expense  and  delay  ? — Very  little  ; 
there  is  a  boat  every  48  hours.  In  the  case  of  brawls  or  disturbances,  we 
usually  locked  the  offenders  up  till  the  following  day,  and  then  sent  them 
across  with  the  witnesses.  It  hardh^  seems  worth  while  to  keep  a  magistrate 
on  the  island  for  such  an  occasional  contingency. 

10833.  How  would  you  propose  to  strengthen  the  present  administration 
of  the  island.  I  think  as  a  prelirainarj^  step  I  should  define  very  accurately 
in  writing  the  exact  relative  position  and  functions  of  the  civil  administrator 
and  the  principal  medical  officer,  otherwise  they  would  simply  weaken  each 
other. 

10834.  Would  you  have  the  civil  administrator  a  medical  man? — I  think 

so. 

10835.  You  think  he  would  be  better  able  to  deal  with  matters? — Yes, 
he  miast  have  had  some  training  in  hospital  and  asylum  management,  but  I 
should  so  define  the  relative  position  of  the  officers  that  the  people  on  the 
island  could  by  no  possibility  make  use  of  the  one  as  a  court  of  appeal  against 
the  other. 

10836.  Dr.  Herman. j  For  what  reason  would  you  require  the  civil  ad- 
ministrator to  be  a  medical  man  ? — I  think  he  would  more  easily  understand 
the  requirements  of  the  establishment  than  a  layman,  who  would  have  a  good 
deal  to  learn  ;  he  would  also  be  better  able  to^deal  with  requisitions. 

10837.  Should  the  civil  administrator  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
asylums  ? — Other  things  being  equal,  if  there  was  any  choice  between  a  lay- 
man and  a  medical  experienced  officer,  I  should  be  in  favour  of  the  latter, 
but  I  think  the  great  point  is  to  clearly  and  explicitly  define  the  functions. 

10838.  You  would  not  allow  one  to  adjudicate  against  the  other  or  to 
receive  complaints  ? — No  ;  that  would  be  absolutely  fatal.  Such  a  condition 
of  affairs  did  exist  at  one  time,  and  the  result  of  allowing  an  appeal  from 
one  official  '^to  another  on  the  island  was  seen  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Legislative  Council,  published  in  the  early  part  of  1889. 
Nothing  could  very  well  be  stronger  than  the  language  used  in  condemning 
the  state  of  things  at  that  time. 

10839.  Was  there  a  civil  officer  on  th§  island  then? — Thare  was  a  Board 
of  three,  two  medical  officers  and  the  chaplain. 

10840.  What  were  their  functions  ? — No  one  could  possibly  say. 

10841.  Did  they  meet  frequently  ?— Once  a  week  formally  and  oftener 
informally. 

10842.  In  what  way  did  that  system  lead  to  any  difficulty? — The 
tendency  was  to  totally  demoralize  the  servants  of  the  institution.  Any 
system  which  precludes  the  possibility  of  an  appeal  from  one  officer  to  another 
would  be  more  or  less  successful,  but  if  such  an  appeal  is  allowt^d  the 
consequence  must  be  disastrous. 

10843.  Dr.  Dodils.^  Suppose  you  had  a  magistrate  or  commissioner  on 
the  island,  would  you  have  the  Public  Works  Department  under  his  control? 
— Yes.  I  assume  that  the  Colonial  Office  would  not  pass  any  plans  that  were 
disapproved  of  by  the  medical  superintendent,  and  that  due  weight  would  be 
attached  to  any  complaints  that  the  latter  made  in  regard  to  construction  and 
so  on. 

I      10344.  Would  the  civil  administrator  have  the,  ordering  of  work  and 

paying  how  it  was  to  be  done  ? — Yes. 

10845.  Would  not  that  lead  to  friction  where  the  employment  of  patients 
was  concerned? — The  Colonial  Office  might  require  the  joint  recommendation 
of  the  two  officers  before  it  sanctioned  any  new  building  or  any  structural 
alteration.  The  civil  administrator  for  instance  would  not  be  able  to  knock 
out  the  end  of  a  ward  or  make  two  dormitories  into  one.     'Vhr  medical 
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J  superintendent  would  make  ont  the  working  parties  and  patients,  and  then 

—  hand  them  over  to  the  civil  administrator  for  him  to  utilize  them  as  best  he* 

Max  7th,  1.94.     ^,^^1^^  » 

10846.  Would  not  thej^  really  be  under  two  authorities  ? — They  would 
have  to  come  hack  to  the  asylum  at  the  meal  hours  fixed  by  the  medical 
superintendent,  and  it  would  be  at  his  discretion  to  withdraw  them  altogether 
if  he  thought  necessary,  but  under  all  the  circumstances  I  think,  perhaps  it 
would  be  better  to  place  the  undivided  control  of  working  parties  under  th ' 
medical  superintendent. 

10847.  Dr.  Herman.']  Would  you  give  the  civil  administrator  certain 
privileges  with  regard  to  visiting  and  reporting  upon  the  establishment  ? — I 
think  it  would  be  a  very  invidious  thing  for  him  to  do  so. 

10848.  You  would  not  be  inclined  to  make  him  a  permanent  visitor? — 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the  patients  or  the  general  public. 
Unless  he  was  of  a  very  calm  and  judicial  temperament,  I  think  his  reports 
must  necessarily  be  more  or  less  coloured  in  one  direction  or  the  other  accord- 
ing to  his  partiality  or  otherwise  for  the  various  officers  on  the  island. 

10849.  Apart  from  the  supervision  of  the  financial  and  store  departments 
there  would  be  no  advantage  to  be  gained  in  your  opinion,  by  having  a 
permanent  civil  official  on  the  island  ? — -I  do  not  think  so.  I  do  not  see  what 
there  is  for  him  to  do. 

10850.  Could  not  the  senior  clerk  in  the  stores  department  do  all  that; 
was  necessary  ? — The  only  thing  is  that  there  are  temptations  in  the  way  of 
nefarious  practices. 

10851.  Chairman.']  Suppose  there  were  complaints  lodged  against  th^ 
senior  clerk  as  to  derelictions  of  duty ,  how  would  you  deal  with  them  under 
your  scheme  ? — The  Colonial  Secretary  would  have  to  be  informed. 

10852.  Would  not  that  perpetuate  the  present  state  of  things  ? — I  woul 
strengthen  the  visiting  elenient. 

10853.  Dr.  Herman.]  Would  you  propose  to  have  visitors  resident  o 
the  island  ? — I  think  not, 

10S54.  Is  not  the  visiting  from  the  mainland  attended  with  a  good  deal* 
of  difficulty? — I  think  not.  | 

10855.  How  frequently  should  the  island  be  visited  ? — I  should  say  half-j' 
a-dozen  times  in  the  year  would  be  enough,  more  particularly  if  the  visiti 
were  at  uncertain  intervals. 

10856.  Do  you  think  the  visitors  should  inspect  the  asylums  and  see 
the  patients  ? — They  should  go  into  all  questions  of  management  and  receiv< 
any  complaints  that  the  patients  chose  to  bring  forward.  At  present  it  is! 
purely  a  visit  of  inspection  ;  the  visitors  see  that  the  wards  are  kept  cleai 
and  so  on. 

10857.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  at  present  the  establishment  is  so  large  am 
covers  such  an  extensive  area  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  any  visito: 
to  inspect  all  of  it  thoroughly  in  the  time  at  disposal  ? — I  think  the  visitori 
might  very  well  alter  their  arrangements  :  one  or  two  might  constitute  them-i 
selves  into  a  small  Board  of  Management  and  sit  in  the  office  while  the  others^ 
might  do  the  inspecting.  v, 

10858.  Do  you  think  such  a  plan  could  possibly  answer  if  stores  are  top 
be  inspected,  books  overhauled  and  complaints  investigated ;  would  not  th^' 
work  be  practically  interminable  ? — I  think  there  might  be  a  sufficiently 
large  committee,  which  could  divide  into  little  groups  of  two  or  three  and'' 
thus  easily  overtake  tlie  work  in  a  day  or  so,  particularly  if  the  latter  part 
of  my  suggestion  is  carried  out  and  the  visits  are  never  paid  on  ordinary 
boat  days. 

10859.  If  such  a  committee  was  appointed"  it  would  have  to  be  com-, 
posed  of  persons  of  experience  in  hospital  manageiilSBt,  would  it  not  ? — Yes. 
that  is  very  important. 

108G0.  In  other  words  a  Board  of  experts  ?-— Yes,  as  far  jiossible. 
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10861.  Would  you  give  them,  duties  of  a  similar  nature  as  are  given  to 
lunacy  eommisaioners  ? — Very  much  so.  They  should  report  on  the  efficiency 
of  the  establishment  and  should  not  be  removed  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  ; 
that  is  exceedingly  important. 

10862.  You  think  they  should  be  independent  of  the  Government  ? — 

Yes. 

10863.  Who  would  appoint  them  ? — They  would  be  appointed  by  the 
Govemor-in-council. 

10864.  That  is  practically  the  Colonial  Secretary,  is  it  not  ? — You  must 
have  some  appointing  body.  The  judges  are  so  appointed  ;  one  of  the  first 
duties  of  the  body  I  suggest  might  be  to  censure  the  Government  or  the 
action  of  a  Government  department. 

10865.  Would  you  give  this  committee  any  further  power,  as  for 
example  dealing  with  the  admission  of  lepei's  to  the  institution  ? — That  would 
be  all  dealt  with  I  take  it  under  certain  provisions  which  I  discussed  when  I 
was  previously  examined. 

10866.  Would  you  have  a  Medical  Board  and  also  a  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners to  visit  ? — Any  leper  would  have  a  right  to  complain  to  the  visiting 
commissioners  if  he  thought  he  was  wrongfully  detained  or  if  he  was  in  any 
way  dissatisfied,  and  they  might  refer  the  complaint  to  the  Medical  Board. 

10867.  I  take  it  that  you  would  have  two  Boards? — The  Medical  Board 
would  be  more  a  body  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis,  the  other  Board  would  be 
for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  good  administration  and  the  general  efficiency  of 
the  institution. 

10868.  Could  not  you  simplify  the  process  by  having  one  Board  to  do 
all  the  work,  the  body  of  experts  being  at  the  same  time  the  official  visitors? 
— Yes,  that  would  be  possible. 

10869.  Does  the  present  system  of  appointing  official  visitors  lead  to 
universal  satisfaction  ? — I  think  not.    1  ficd  that  the  visitors  are  not  suffi-  - 
ciently  independent.    I  have  known  official  visitors  express  the  opinion  that 
they  could  not  offer  sufficiently  independent  criticism. 

10870.  Chairman.^  Did  you  find  in  your  experience  that  under  existing 
arrangements  there  was  a  great  tendency  on  the  island  to  form  cliques,  one 
section  working  against  another  ? — Very  much  so. 

10871.  Do  you  think  that  might  be  overcome  by  the  plan  you  suggest? 
— I  think  it  would  tend  to  do  so  very  much,  for  instance,  the  appointment  of 
a  civil  administrator  would  ensure  the  removal  of  the  ringleader  in  any  clique. 
I  do  not  think  either  that  an  officer  like  the  present  chief  clerk  would  be 
required  under  such  a  system. 

10872.  Do  these  sources  of  weakness  still  exist  on  the  island? — From 
what  I  hear  I  should  say  they  do.  I  have  some  correspondence  here  which 
tends  to  show  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  island  about  the  time  I  left  and  shortly 
after,  and  which  I  believe  exists  more  or  less  at  present. 

[The  witness  handed  in  two  letters  addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council  by  Dr.  Abercrombie  and  Dr. 
Landsberg,  and  also  an  open  letter  signed  by  Dr.  Visser.J 

10873.  With  regard  to  the  weakness  of  administration  in  1892,  do  you 
think  the  same  sources  still  continue  on  the  island  ? — I  should  say  so  ;  I  can 
only  express  an  opinion. 

10874.  Are  the  same  officials  on  the  island  still  who  were  referred  to  in 
certain  reports  made  by  Dr.  Visser  in  his  open  letter  ? — Yes  ;  under  the  sys- 
tem that  prevailed  then  very  many  irregularities  could  take  place,  and  I  cer- 
tainly think  that  financir,]-  inspections  should  be  more  frequent  than  they 
used  to  be ;  I  mean  ir  ejections  by  some  regular  accounting  officer  deputed 
by  the  Colonial  Office. 

10875.  I  believe  the  official  visitors  only  have  the  power  of  reporting 
matters  ;  they  have  no  power  to  see  that  their  reports  are  recognised,  have 
they  ?— No,  at  present  they  have  not. 

[G.  10.~'94,]  FFFF 
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J  i!^i)]x*A  10876.  Would  you  be  iuclined  to  add  to  tlie  powers  of  official  visitors 

so  that  their  reports  might  always  be  printed  and  published  ?  -T  think  that 
May  7th,  1894,    ^ould  be  vcry  useful,  and  it  should  be  obligatory.    The  functions  of  the 
official  visitors  should  also  be  extended  so  that  they  could  investigat 
matters  of  conduct  generally  as  well  as  the  administration, 

10877.  Dr.  Herman.~\  Is  there  in  your  opinion  mismanagement  to 
any  considerable  extent  in  connection  with  the  lunatic  side  of  the 
establishment  ? — I  know  very  little  about  what  goes  on  now.  I  wen' 
round  the  male  asylum  some  time  ago,  and  the  place  looked  very  clean 
and  tidy  and  all  seemed  to  be  going  on  well,  but  of  course  a  visit  of 
that  sort  does  not  give  one  much  insight. 

10878.  Chairman.']  Will  you  state  why  it  was  you  left  the  island  ?- 
Failing  to  obtain  the  support  which  I  considered  essential  in  dealing  with 
a  case  of  insubordination,  I  requested  to  be  transferred  to  another  institu- 
tion. 


Cape  Town,  Wednesday,  May  15th,  1894. 


PEESENT  : 

Dr.  Mueray  fChairman), 
Dr.  Herman.  j  Dr.  Fismer. 

„    Dodds,  j 

Dr.  Impey  iuvih&Y  examined. 
s.F.  Impel/.  10879.  Chairman.']  Your  official  title  is  chief  and  medical  superinten- 

Ma'15rhl894S     d^ut,  is  it  DOt  ?  YoS. 

'  10880.  Have  you  any  commission  stating  your  responsibilities  and' 

duties  ? — -No,  nothing  at  all.  I  was  appointed  first  as  medical  superintendent 
only. 

10881.  Have  you  received  any  special  instructions  ? — li^one  at  all. 

10882.  When  you  received  the  appointment  was  it  understood  what  was 
to  be  the  scope  of  your  duties  ? — I  was  to  have  sole  charge  of  the  island  in 
all  respects,  both  in  regard  to  medical  and  administrative  duties.  I  may  say 
that  there  was  a  set  of  rules  printed  by  the  Colonial  Office  in  1891,  in  relation 
to  the  work  on  the  island.  I  was  appointed  medical  superintendent  in  1891, 
and  at  the  end  of  1892  I  found  that  the  woik  was  getting  too  much  for  me 
altogether,  and  I  asked  for  assistance,  and  a  lay  assistant  was  appointed. 

10883.  Is  the  assistant  lay  superintendent  the  present  resident  magis- 
trate ? — Yes.  In  the  rules  and  regulations  it  defines  what  the  duties  are, 
I  have  a  lay  assistant  and  a  medical  assistant. 

10884.  Are  you  supposed  to  have  supervision  over  the  police  and 
convicts,  and  leper  and  lunatic  asylums  ? — The  convicts  are  rather  on  a  differ- 
ent footing.  The  lay  assistant  is  also  superintendent  of  convicts.  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  him  as  far  as  the  discipline  of  the  convicts  goes,  but  I  am 
visiting  magistrate  at  the  convict  station.  The  convicts  are  under  my  charge 
during  working  hours ;  they  are  banded  over  to  me  as  superintendent  every 
morning  for  work,  and  in  the  evening  I  hand  them  back  to  the  superinten- 
dent of  convicts.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  convicts  in  matters  of 
discipline. 

10885.  Under  existing  circumstances  do  you  consider  there  is  much 
time  left  for  professional  work  ? — No,  especially  as  I  have  only  one  assis- 
tant.   Of  course  I  have  to  find  what  time  I  can. 

10886.  You  think  the  duties  at  present  are  too  numerous  for  you  ? 
— Quite  so. 

10887.  With  reference  to  the  administration  of  the  island,  do  all 
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Guquiries  that  are  made  pass  through  your  hands  ? — Yes.    If  anything  ^ 
occurs  which  I  thiuk  requires  to  be  looked  into,  I  write  to  my  lay  superinten-       '  '- 
dent  and  he  makes  the  enquiry  and  gives  me  the  papers  ;  as  magistrate  I  have  ^'^ 
nothing  to  do  with  it.    Supposing  for  instance  a  man  was  brought  up  for 
drunkenness,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with,  the  matter  while  the  magistrate  is 
trying  the  case.    The  duties  arc  not  at  all  conflicting  in  that  way. 

10888.  I)r.  Dodds.']  If  an  attendant  is  found  drunk  while  on  duty,  do 
you  tmquire  into  it  ? — The  lay  superintendent  enquires  into  it  but  not  as 
magistrate.  In  the  lunatic  asylimis  I  enquire  into  it  as  well,  but  then  I  get 
Mr.  Jones  to  take  all  the  evidence  and  write  it  down. 

10889.  But  not  as  magistrate  ? — No.  There  is  a  case  on  now  where  an 
attendant  was  reported  as  having  struck  a  patient.  I  enquired  into  the 
matter  and  found  there  had  apparently  been  an  infringement  of  the  Act, 
so  I  got  Mr.  Jones  to  try  the  case  as  magistrate  as  well. 

!  10890.  C]mirman.~]  In  the  case  where  one  of  the  constables  was  struck 
by  the  carpenter  at  the  female  leper  compound,  how  was  that  investigated  ? — 
The  constable  neglected  to  report  a  certain  occurrence,  and  an  enquiry  was 
held  by  the  magistrate,  with  the  result  that  they  were  dismissed. 

;  10891.  What  else  was  done  in  that  case? — The  evidence  was  taken  and 
forwarded  to  the  Colonial  Office  for  information  and  instructions. 

10892.  Is  that  the  usual  thing  on  the  island  in  all  such  cases  ? — Yes,  in 
all  investigations  of  that  nature. 

\  10893.  Are  those  papers  in  the  Colonial  Office  at  present  ? — I  think  so. 
Cases  are  not  always  sent  over  to  the  Colonial  Office  for  decision,  it  depends 
upon  their  nature ;  a  serious  case  is  always  sent  over,  but  if  it  is  a  minor 
case  it  would  be  dealt  with  by  me,  and  the  record  would  be  sent  over  to  the 
Colonial  Office  in  all  cases.  Sometimes  I  do  not  like  the  responsibility  of 
dealing  with  cases  myself  so  I  send  it  to  the  Colonial  Office  for  instructions. 
With  regard  to  the  case  of  assault  in  question,  there  was  some  delay  in  the 
matter  on  account  of  a  dispute  between  Mr.  Jones  and  myself  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  case.  Two  of  the  constables  were  dismissed  for  failing  to  report  a 
certain  occurrence,  but  the  constable  who  was  assaulted  did  not  report  either. 
The  magistrate  said  that  it  was  a  private  matter  as  he  was  not  on  duty,  but  I 
contended  that  he  was  on  duty,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  report,  hence  he  should 

I  have  been  dismissed  as  well  as  the  others.  The  matter  was  accordingly 
referred  to  the  Attorney- General  who  held  that  the  man  who  was  assaulted 
was  on  duty  and  he  should  have  reported.  The  papers  have  now  gone  in  to 
the  Colonial  Office. 

10894.  But  was  no  investigation  held  as  to  why  a  certain  man  was  at 
the  matron's  quarters  at  a  time  when  he  ought  not  to  have  been  there? — • 
Yes ;  that  was  gone  into,  and  the  whole  case  was  transmitted  to  the  Colonial 
Office  for  instructions. 

10895.  How  long  ago  was  that  occurrence  ? — I  think  it  was  on  the  23rd 
of  March. 

10896.  Have  no  instructions  reached  you  yet  ? — No ;  there  has  been  a 
great  deal  of  correspondence  about  it. 

10897.  Was  the  offender  suspended  from  duty  tem.porarily  ? — Ko, 

10898.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Do  you  make  any  recommendations  when  you 
forward  papers  to  the  Colonial  Office  ? — Sometimes  I  do  and  sometimes  not. 

10899.  Did  you  in  this  case? — The  Colonial '  Office  wrote  to  ask  nic 
,  certain  questions  about  the  matron.  I  had  made  enquiries  before,  though  not 
I  formally,  but  I  found  that  I  could  not  prove  anything  against  her  at  all.  At 

the  same  time  I  told  the  Colonial  Office  that  in  my  private  opinion  she  was 
not  a  person  who  ought  to  be  there. 

10900.  Dr.  Herman.]  On  this  occasion  a  man  whs  found  at  her  quarters 
in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning;  had  he  any  right  to  be  there? — It 
occurred  on  Easter  Monday  at  half  past  five  in  the  moruing.  1  got  both 
jmrties  to  write  a  statement,  and  it  seeni^  th^t  the  mafl.,  ha(i  been  spending 
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s  F^impey  evening  with  tlie  matron,  and  they  made  arrangements  that  they  and 

—  some  others  in  the  house  would  start  very  early  for  a  walk,  and  he  came  up 

May  i6tii,  1894.    ^^^j^        object.    Whon  he  got  to  the  house  he  says  that  he  found  the 
constable  there  standing  in  the  day  room,  but  this  the  constable  denies  ;  he 
got  very  much  annoyed  at  finding  the  constable  there  and  struck  him  au( 
pushed  him  out. 

10901.  How  did  this  man  get  into  the  matron's  quarters  without  bein( 
observed  by  the  watchman  outside  ? — That  is  a  point  I  cannot  account  for  a| 
all ;  not  only  did  the  guards  not  report  it  but  thiey  did  not  observe  the  mai 
going  there,  at  least  they  say  so,  but  I  should  say  that  must  be  false. 

10902.  At  half  past  five  there  would  be  sufficient  light  to  detect  a  mai 
walking  along  the  road,  would  there  not  ? — Yes. 

10903.  If  he  got  in  during  the  night  there  might  not  be  sufficient  light  ? 
— ISo.  It  had  been  raining  during  the  night,  and  the  constable  who  was 
assaulted  states  that  he  saw  the  man's  boots  and  they  were  not  muddy  at  all, 
which  they  would  have  been  had  he  come  there  in  the  morning,  so  that  my 
opinion  is  that  he  did  not  go  up  iu  the  morning  but  was  there  during  the 
night,  although  I  cannot  prove  it. 

10904.  "Would  he  not  be  breaking  the  regulations  by  going  to  the 
female  quarters  at  half  past  five  in  the  morning  ? — There  is  no  regulation 
against  that, 

10905.  Can  persons  visit  the  female  quarters  at  any  time  ? — There  is  a 
distinction  between  the  female  patients'  quarters  and  the  matron's  quarters, 
the  latter  has  an  outside  door. 

10906.  Was  he  allowed  to  visit  the  matron's  quarters  during  the  night? 
— No  ;  he  should  not  certainly  have  gone  there  ;  that  is  why  the  constables 
were  dismissed  because  they  did  not  report  the  matter  but  hushed  it  up. 

10907.  Chairman.']  In  the  event  of  the  chief  superintendent  of  the 
island  dismissing  persons,  do  they  appeal  to  the  Colonial  Office  for  redress  ? — 
As  a  rule  when  a  person  is  dismissed  he  writes  a  letter  to  the  papers  and 
that  you  cannot  debar  him  from  doing.  Sometimes  they  go  to  the  Colonial 
Office  and  state  their  case  there, 

10908.  What  power  of  dismissal  has  the  chief  superintendent  of  the 
island  ? — With  regard  to  daily  paid  men  I  have  power  to  deal  with  them,  but 
those  on  the  fixed  establishment  I  cannot  touch  at  all. 

10909.  What  would  you  do  in  the  case  of  an  official  fairly  high  up, 
whom  you  wished  to  be  dismissed  ? — 1  could  only  report  the  matter  and 
recommend  his  dismissal.    I  have  no  power  to  dismiss  him. 

1910,  In  reporting  a  ease  would  you  have  to  call  certain  evidence  to 
strengthen  your  position  ? — -Yes ;  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter,  but  as  a  matter 
of  fact  if  I  recommend  a  dismissal  or  transfer  and  show  cause  why  it  should 
take  place,  the  Colonial  Office  generally  falls  in  with  my  wishes.  Evidence, 
however,  is  required  in  nearly  every  case  and  it  is  not  an  easy  matter.  There 
is  one  case  in  point,  that  of  a  temporary  clerk,  who  has  been  there  a  long 
time,  but  he  is  not  altogether  satisfactory  ;  he  is  very  careless  and  .slovenly 
iu  his  work  and  one  cannot  keep  anything  secret  in  the  office  at  alJ,  as  he  ■ 
gets  hold  of  the  most  confidential  letters  and  tells  things  all  over  the  place. 
Of  course  you  cannot  say  that  it  is  a  crime,  nor  can  you  very  well  bring 
such  delinquencies  home.  I  have  spoken  about  his  being  transferred,  but 
the  authorities  say,  report  it  officially  ;  that  I  cannot  do  as  evidence  would 
have  to  be  brought,  and  the  Colonial  Office  must  be  satisfied.  It  is  a  diflicult 
thing  to  bring  adequate  proof  in  many  cases,. 

10911.  Is  there  no  way  iu  which  that  system  might  be  improved  ;  do 
not  you  think  it  leads  to  cliques  and  combinations  ? — I  think  not.  They 
say  that  there  are  cliques  on  Eobben  Island,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  there 
are  very  few. 

10912.  We  have  it  on  evidence  that  sometimes  one  medical  man  will  have 
charge  of  the  leper  asylum  and  sometimes  he  will  have  ehargc  of  the  lunaticiS|| 
PS  that  hith  eito  been  the  eutttom  ? — Yes, 
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10013.  How  does  that  work  according  to  your  experience  ? — I  think     ^  ^^impgi/. 
t  works  very  well.     The  rules  provide  that  the  medical  work  shall  be  — 
ivided  between  the  medical  men.  ^^'^ 

10914.  For  what  period  of  time  do  you  think  it  is  well  to  give  a 
cdical  man  charge  of  certain  wards  ? — Hitherto  I  have  just  been  guided 
y  circumstances.  If  I  find  that  there  are  complaints  at  the  leper  wards 
hich  I  do  not  quite  understand,  and  think  oaght  to  be  investigated,  I  take 
em  over  in  order  to  find  out  what  is  wrong  and  how  things  are  being 
anaged  there.    That  is  the  only  way  to  really  understand  the  management 

f  the  place.    When  I  am  satisfied  that  things  are  going  on  satisfactorily  I 
hange  to  another  ward  and  so  on. 

10915.  We  have  it  on  evidence  that  dagga  was  issued  to  the  leper 
atients  by  order  of  Dr.  Todd ;  is  that  so  ? — No,  it  is  just  the  opposite, 
here  has  been  a  correspondence  about  dagga  for  a  long  time.  Dr.  Todd 
as  had  charge  of  the  leper  wards,  and  finding  that  he  could  not  get  up  the 
ases  and  so  on,  I  took  charge  of  a  portion,  the  hospital  and  out-patients, 
his  was  about  February  last.  While  I  was  in  charge  I  allowed  some  of  the 
en  to  use  dagga,  and  I  gave  some  a  drachm  and  some  two  drachms  daily, 

nd  that  went  on  for  a  little  while  until  the  dagga  ran  short.  I  communi- 
cated with  the  Colonial  Office,  and  asked  for  their  sanction  to  my  intro- 
ducing dagga,  because  I  thought  some  of  the  patients  had  been  accustomed  to 
it,  and  it  could  not  do  them  any  harm. 

10916.  Dr.  Herman.']  Is,  it  colonial  dagga? — Yes;   otherwise  Indian 
hemp. 

10917.  Chairman.']  To  what  class  of  men  was  it  issued  ? — To  the 
deserving  men.    I  issued  it  to  eighteen,  all  coloured  men. 

10918.  Was  it  issued  as  a  privilege  ? — Yes  ;  as  a  special  privilege.  In 
two  or  three  cases  it  was  issued  to  men  suffering  from  asthma,  for  medical 
purposes.    These  men  have  had  it  for  the  last  eighteen  months,  I  think. 

10919.  Docs  it  relieve  them? — Yes;  at  once.  It  is  the  only  thing 
that  does  relievo  them.  Those  who  are  healthy  simply  smoke  it  instead  of 
tobacco.  When  I  left  the  wards,  it  was  stopped  for  two  reasons,  one  being 
that  Ave  could  not  get  any  more,  and  then  Dr.  Todd  objected  to  it. 

10920.  What  effect  did  it  have  on  the  men  as  long  as  you  had  charge  ? — 
None  at  all. 

10921.  Did  not  its  use  lead  to  disturbances  and  quarrels  ? — No.  There 
has  been  some  correspondence  about  it.  I  got  a  letter  from  the  (Jolouial 
Office  ;  Dr.  Todd  had  made  a  statement  that  one  man  had  been  under  the 
influence  of  dagga  and  nearly  stabbed  another,  and  further  that  I  supplied 
the  dagga,  which  was  deliberately  false. 

10922.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  stopping  the  allowance  of  dagga, 
assuming  that  it  had  been  issued  for  a  certain  period  by  one  medical  man,  and 
another  one  succeeding  him  immediately  discontinued  it  ? — No  ;  and  to  show 
you  how  little  difficulty  there  is,  I  may  say  that  over  since  I  gave  over  the 
wards  the  men  have  not  hud  any  dagga,  because  the  supply  ran  short.  I 
left  the  wards  on  the  16th  April  and  they  have  not  had  any  sinccj  and  not  a 
word  has  been  said  about  it. 

10923.  Who  manages  these  wards  ? — Dr.  Todd. 

10924.  And  there  has  been  no  difficulty  in  discontinuing  (he  use  uf 
dagga  ? — No, 

10925.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  men  g(!t  it  although  it 
LS  not  allowed  ? — In  one  or  two  inst;inccswe  have  found  it  smuggled  into  the 
place. 

10926.  It  is  possible,  is  it  not,  that  although  the  official  allowance  is 
stopped,  still  dagga  is  used  ? — Yes. 

10927.  From  your  own  medical  experience  is  the  use  of  dagga  likely  to 
grow  on  a  person  and  create  a  certain  craving  ? — Not  any  more  than  tobacco. 

10928.  Dr.  Herman.']  li  is  not  like  opium  is  it? — ]No,  not  in  small 


590 


s  I'^iinpey      quantities.    If  a  man  was  to  use  a  large  quantity  it  "would  be  very  harmful. 
—  10929.  Do  you  issue  opium  to  any  of  the  patients? — No  ;  certainly  not. 

May  loth,  i89  t  10930.  Would  you  issue  it  as  a  privilege  if  you  had  any  Indian  patients '! 

— I  do  not  think  so.  I  do  not  consider  that  a  small  quantity  of  dagga  does 
these  men  harm.  I  look  on  the  patients  as  prisoners  for  life,  and  as  such  we 
should  try  and  give  them  any  little  pleasure  they  like,  provided  it  does  not 
do  them  any  harm.  If  it  did  them  harm  I  would  istop  it  at  once,  in  fact  it 
is  stopped  now  because  we  cannot  get  any  more.  A  large  number  of  the  men 
never  smoke  tobacco  at  all ;  they  have  been  accustomed  to  dagga  all  their  lives, 
as  for  instance  the  Kat  river  Hottentots.  I  have  seen  dagga  do  a  great  deal 
of  harm ;  I  remember  when  I  was  at  Aliwal  North  one  man  got  mad  whenever 
he  smoked  it,  but  as  soon  as  he  stopped  it  he  got  all  right ;  in  a  case  of  that 
kind  it  would  be  criminal  to  allow  its  use. 

10931.  Dr.  Fismer.~\  Do  you  consider  dagga  smoking  more  injurious  than 
tobacco  smoking  ? — Excessive  dagga  smoking  is  bad  ;  they  can  smoke  a  great 
deal  more  tobacco  than  dagga,  but  two  drachms  a  day  could  not  do  them  any 
harm. 

10932.  Has  it  a  narcotic  effect  ? — Not  a  small  quantity. 

10933.  Ckairinan.~\  We  have  certain  evidence  about  the  detention  of 
doubtful  cases  on  Robben  Island,  and  I  think  you  yourself  furnished  certain 
records  :  I  believe  one  case  was  detained  for  eighteen  months  before  being 
finally  dealt  with  ? — I  do  not  remember  any  special  case.  In  May,  1891,  I 
reported  certain  cases  as  doubtful.  I  said  they  were  not  lepers,  I  did  not  say 
they  were  doubtful,  but  the  Colonial  Office  wants  me  in  cases  where  I  say 
they  are  not  lepers  to  put  them  down  as  doubtful,  because  my  opinion  may 
differ  from  that  of  other  medical  men.  After  a  good  deal  of  enquiry  a 
Commission  was  appointed  to  come  over  and  see  these  cases  and  pronounced 
them  all  lepers ;  in  fact  they  laughed  at  me  and  said  I  knew  nothing 
about  it.  That  was  in  1891  ;  in  1892  I  got  instructions  th  certify  all  lepers 
and  I  did  not  know  what  to  do  about  these  cases  which  I  had  reported 
as  non-lepers,  but  the  Commission  decided  were  leprous;  foolishly  I  gave 
in  to  the  Commission  and  certified  that  they  were  lepers,  and  then  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  correspondence  about  it.  Now  I  see  that  I  did  wrong 
in  certifying,  but  subsequently  to  the  Act  being  in  force  I  inspected  these 
cases  again  and  found  that  my  original  opinion  was  correct,  that  they  were 
not  lepers.  I  reported  this  and  they  were  discharged.  I  may  state  that 
when  the  Act  was  first  put  into  force  crowds  of  patients  came  in  and  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  keep  pace  with  the  work  of  examination  and 
report  definitely  ;  some  confusion  occurred  and  sometimes  mistakes  were 
made. 

1093-4.  Chairman.']  Are  there  any  doubtful  cases  on  the  island  now  ? — 
There  is  one  doubtful  case,  in  my  opinion. 

10935.  How  long  has  that  been  there  ? — About  six  or  seven  months. 

10936.  How  is  it  that  case  cannot  be  definitely  dealt  with.  ? — Owing  to 
ditt'erence  of  opinion ;  1  say  it  is  not  a  case  of  leprosy,  and  Dr.  Todd  says| 
it  is. 

1093V.  How  would  you  propose  to  eventually  settle  it  for  the  benefit  of 
the  individual  concerned  '? — It  happens  to  be  rather  a  peculiar  case,  the  child 

of  a  white  patient,  Mrs.  —  .     She  has  got  a  non-leprous  child  living 

with  ker,  as  well  as  a  baby,  in  a  separate  building.  ' 

10938.  Do  you  say  that  one  child  is  leprous  and  the  other  not  ? — I  say 
that  both  are  non-leprous ;  one  is  certainly  not,  and  the  other  is  doubtful. 
Dr.  Todd  says  that  it  is  a  case  of  leprosy,  but  I  am  not  at  all  satisfied,  so  we 
cannot  agree  upon  the  point.  I  think  that  is  a  case  which  might  be  examined 
by  other  medical  men. 

10939.  How  would  you  provide  for  such  cases  in  future  ? — I  think 
there  should  be  a  Board  to  which  such  cases  might  be  referred. 

109-10.  Dr.  Ilcrr/iau.'J  You  say  that  curtain  casus  were  discharged  upon 
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your  recommendation  that  they  were  not  lepers  ? — Th«y  were  sent  to  the  Old  ^  J^^-^^ 
Somerset  Hospital.  — 

10941.  What  has  beoome  of  them  ? — T  do  not  know  ;  they  were  subse-  May  lotb, 
qnently  discharged,  I  think. 

10942.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  ground  for  believing  that  tliey  have 
become  diseased  since  then  ? — I  have  not  heard  a  word  since  about  them. 

10943.  Have  you  had  considerable  doubt  in  a  goo4  many  cases  ? — Yes. 
^    10944.  Have  you  expressed  an  opinion  at  one  time  that  a  person  was  a 

leper  and  later  on  altered  your  opinion  ? — I  have  done  so  in  one  or  two 
instances ;  it  is  very  difficult  sometimes  to  tell,  especially  when  the  disease  is 
associated  with  syphilis.  I  may  say  that  there  is  one  case  on  the  island  stilly 
a  man  named  Thomas  ;  I  was  so  convinced  of  the  nature  of  his  disease  that 
I  would  never  allow  him  to  go  into  the  leper  wards  at  all ;  he  has  remained 
in  the  village  ever  since  the  Act  was  put  into  force  ;  he  has  been  living  in  a 
little  room  I  had  put  up  for  him,  and  I  suppose  he  will  remain  there  until  he 
dies.  It  is  rather  a  curious  case ;  the  man  has  lost  both  his  feet,  and  he  says 
it  was  through  their  being  scalded.  Whether  that  is  the  case  or  not,  I  do 
not  know,  but  certainly  he  is  not  a  leper.  He  was  only  finally  discharged 
from  the  leper  wards  a  short  time  ago.  * 

10945.  Why  did  yon  sign  the  certificate  in  that  case  that  he  was 
suffering  from  leprosy  ? — For  the  same  reason  as  in  the  case  of  the  others. 
This  was  one  of  the  cases  that  the  Commission  of  medical  men  decided  was 
leprous. 

10946.  What  authority  have  you,  if  the  man  is  certified  as  a  leper 
under  warrant,  to  keep  him'  in  any  other  place  but  the  leper  asylum  ?  — The 
warrant  says  he  is  to  be  detained  on  Eobben  Island ;  no  particular  part  is 
specified.  I  think  lepers  can  be  kept  anywhere  on  the  island  according  to 
the  warrant. 

10947.  Is  it  not  the  intention  that  they  should  not  be  kept  among 
healthy  persons  ? — I  was  so  convinced  that  this  man  was  not  a  leper  that  T 
would  not  let  him  go  among  the  others ;  he  has  not  lived  among  them  for  the 
last  three  years, 

10948.  Has  not  this  been  cited  as  the  cure  of  a  case  of  leprosy  by 
immersion  in  boiling  water  ? — That  may  be,  he  has  not  got  leprosy  now 
certainty. 

10949.  Is  it  a  case  of  arrested  leprosy?— No,  I  do  not  think  he  has 
ever  had  leprosy. 

10960.  Has  he  lived  in  the  leper  wards  for  some  years  ? — Yes  ;  lie  was 
sent  over,  I  believe,  as  a  chronic  sick  pauper,  then  he  was  put  into  the  leper 
wards  and  afterwards  transferred  back  as  they  did  not  know  what  to  do  with 
hira ;  he  is  a  cripple  about  60  years  of  age  and  goes  about  on  his  knees.  He 
has  been  discharged  as  a  leper  and  taken  on  as  a  pauper.  The  question  of 
having  1o  decide  whether  a  man  is  a  leper  or  not  is  a  serious  one,  and  it  is 
hard  for  us  to  have  to  decide  whether  a  man  should  be  kept  under  warrant.  " 
If  a  pa,tient  comes  over  he  comes  with  a  warrant  and  I  am  obliged  to  keep 
him  ;  it  does  not  matter  whether  he  is  a  leper  or  not. 

10951.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Within  what  time  do  you  certify  your  own 
opinion  ? — I  have  to  certify  at  once,  but  one  cannot  always  do  that.  Some- 
times we  have  to  put  patients  under  observation,  it  may  be  for  a  month  or 
perhaps  three  months. 

10952.  Dr.  Herman,~\  Do  you  put  them  in  the  leper  wards  ? — We  have 
rooms  built  now  for  doubtful  cases. 

10953.  How  many  doubtful  oaFcs  have  j  on  sent  to  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital  recently  ? — Four  ;  two  are  not  lepers  and  two  are  doubtful  cases. 

10954.  Are   those  cases   from   Bechuanaland  ? — No.    One  of  these 
l)atieuts  was  born  deformed,  without  fingers. 

10955.  H  ave  you  anything  to  say  about  lunatic  lepers  ;  how  many 
are  there  ? — There  is  one  certified  male  lunatic  leper ;  there  is  also  a  man 


592 


e 


s  p^Lnoc',      ^^^^     rather  foolish  but  he  is  not  certified.    Then  there  are  ten  female 
leper  lunatics. 

U^j  i5ti,  IS94,  |095f,_  ^.Q^j  ^^jy  difficulty  with  them  ?-^No  difficulty  at  all. 

10967.  Are  they  well  looked  after  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  a  special  leper  atten 
dant  for  the  females,  and  they  have  a  separate  ward,  and  the  male  leper  has 
a  separate  room.    I  have  authority  to  build  a  row  of  rooms  for  the  female 
lunatic  lepers. 

10958.  Do  you  think  the  nursing  establishment  in  connection  with  tl]|L 
female  leper  establishment  requires  to  be  put  on  a  different  footing,  has  ndP^ 
there  been  some  difficulty  with  the  matrons  ? — I  have  not  had  very  mucS 
difficulty. 

10959.  Have  you  any  general  suggestions  to  make? — What  I  should] 
like  would  be  to  get  the  patients  looked  after  by  some  sisterhood.  I  belie?( 
nuns  for  instance  would  do  the  work  very  well,  as  they  would  devote  their' 
lives  to  it ;  we  do  not  want  persons  to  work  there  merely  for  the  money, 
On  account  of  the  isolation,  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and  othpx  things  it  ii 
very  difficult  to  get  females  for  lep?r  work.  I  believe  it  was  the  intention  of 
Mrs.  Pavel  who  was  there  as  matron  to  spend  her  life  on  the  island  and  I 
was  very  sorry  that  she  left,  but  she  did  leave,  and  the  present  matron  is  not 
altogether  satisfactory,  but  the  difficulty  is  to  get  anyone  to  take  her  place. 
You  can  hardly  imagine  a  woman  devoting  her  life  to  live  among  lepers  for 
the  sake  of  £50  a  year. 

10960.  We  have  heard  that  the  present  matron  is  so  hard  worked  that 
she  has  not  even  time  to  get  her  meals  ? — That  is  not  so ;  she  has  two 
assistants  now. 

10961.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  well  to  adopt  some  such  plan 
you  have  adopted  in  the  male  wards  ;  there  you  have  something  like  eler 
white  attendants  ? — It  might  perhaps  be  a  very  good  suggestion. 

10962.  Would  you  have  two  nurses  to  each  pavilion  ? — I  leave  that  to^ 
the  matron  ;  if  she  sa^i^s  that  she  wants  more  assistance  I  give  it,  but  I  do 
not  do  so  unless  she  asks.    I  think  perhaps  we  might  have  a  larger  staff^: 
but  the  difficulty  is  this,  I  am  afraid  of  having  a  lot  of  women  in  the  place.  ^ 
alone  ;  it  would  be  found  that  there  was  more  difficulty  in  looking  after  theml 
than  in  looking  after  the  patients  ;  there  would  be  no  end  of  squabbling  andt 
trouble. 

10963.  Ghairmanr}  Would  not  that  be  obviated  by  making  the  matron 
the  supreme  authority  ? — I  do  not  see  how  we  could  do  that.    The  mati'oi 
might  be  the  very  one  to  abuse  her  authority. 

10964.  Dr.  Herman.~]  We  have  been  told  in  evidence  that  there 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  men  make'  appointments  with  the  female  lepei 
patients  and  visit  them  at  night ;  has  anything  of  the  kind  been  brought  t^ 
your  notice  ? — Just  a  few  days  ago,  in  connection  with  the  inrestigatioa 
which  is  going  on  qow,  Mr.  Jones  reported  a  matter  to  me,  but  we  coultf 
find  out  nothing  definite  at  all.  | 

10965.  What  precautions  are  taken  in  order  to  prevent  any  intimacy 
is  there  sufficient  safeguard  against  the  women  getting  out  of  the  compound 
at  night  or  the  men-  getting  in  ? — There  are  three  constables  on  duty  and  I 
thirdi  that  should  be  quite  sufficient. 

10966.  Can  they  guard  the  whole  compouud  properly  ?- — Tt  is  about 
120  yards  square  and  if  three  men  cannot  guard  that  they  cannot  be  muclb 
good. 

10967.  There  is  a  suspicion  that  the  carpenter  got  in  at  night  without] 
being  observed  is  there  not  ? — I  think  not.    I  think  he  got  in  and  was 
observed  but  the  constables  did  not  report  it.    There  is  a  sentry  box  close  to 
the  gate. 

10968.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  How  much  does  the  guarding  of  the  compound  cosi 
now  ? — About  £200  a  year. 

10969.  With  regard  to  what  is  alleged  about  the  matron,  has  it  not 
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bad  effect  upon  the  discipline  of  the  place  ? — I  think  so.  If  I  could  sum-  ^  ^^-^  ^ 
marilj  dismiss  her  it  would  be  a  different  thing,  but  I  cannot  do  so.  ' 

10970.  If  you  made  a  strong  representation  to  the  Colonial  Office  that  it 
was  in  the  interest  of  the  discipline  of  the  institution  that  she  should  receive 
a  month's  notice,  would  they  refuse  to  act  ? — They  would  not  refuse  but 
before  they  sanctioned  it  they  would  would  want  me  to  bring  proof. 

10971.  Would  that  be  so  in  the  case  of  a  daily  paid  servant  ? — It  would 
in  the  case  of  a  matron. 

10972.  Have  you  made  any  strong  representations  of  this  case  ;  it 
would  seem  that  two  constables  were  dismissed,  while  the  real  offendtir  was 
kept  on  and  apparently  never  even  reprimanded  ? — The  question  is,  was  it  an 
offence. 

10973.  Could  any  number  of  persons  go  to  the  matron's  quarters  in  that 
way  without  its  being  regarded  as  an  offence  ? — There  is  no  proof  that  there 
was  anything  wrong,  although  it  is  easy  enough  to  say  so.  It  would  of  course 
be  very  wrong  if  the  man  had  stayed  all  night  there,  but  he  says  he  went 
there  early  in  the  morning  for  the  purpose  of  going  out  for  a  walk  ;  he  would 
not  want  a  pass  for  that.  The  island  is  not  so  bad  as  some  people  would  try 
to  make  out.  You  hear  all  kinds  of  reports,  but  if  the  Commission  want  to  find 
out  exactly  the  real  state  of  things,  they  should  go  and  stay  for  a  fortnight 
over  there.    People  form  wrong  ideas  of  the  place  altogether. 

10974.  Chairman.']  It  seems  that  in  the  case  of  the  assault  on  the 
constable  justice  halted  half  way ;  two  men  were  dismissed  but  the  real 
offender  in  the  matter  was  kept  on,  and  these  are  the  things  which  give 
the  public  a  bad  impression? — The  public  do  not  know  all  the  facts  of 
the  case. 

10975.  When  the  magistrate  learned  that  there  had  been  a  brawl  at  the 
matron's  quarters,  and  that  she  was  to  some  extent  a  party  in  receiving  the 
man  at  an  unusual  hour,  why  did  he  not  go  into  that  ?— Mr.  Jones  reported 
to  me  that  there  were  certain  rumours  about  this  matter  and  I  wrote  to  Mrs. 
Dill  and  the  man  also,  asking  for  an  explanation,  which  was  sent,  and  the 
report  was  transmitted  to  the  Colonial  Office.  I  Avantcd  O'Hearn  to  be  dismissed, 
but  Mr.  Jones  would  not  have  it. 

10976.  Why  was  not  the  matron  dismissed;  she  did  not  report  the 
occurrence  ?— For  my  own  part  I  think  she  should  go,  not  only  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  but  for  other  reasons.  The  question  is,  who  are  you 
going  to  get  to  put  in  her  place  ? — 

10977.  Is  it  difficult  to  get  persons  to  fill  such  an  appointment? — Yes; 
I  have  advertise  !,  but  could  not  get  a  single  person  for  the  post  at  the 
lime  that  Mrs.  Wilson  resigned  and  I  was  in  a  great  fix,  and  I  had  to  beg 
her  to  stay,  as  the  place  could  not  be  left  unprotected,  but  she  would 
not  stay  unless  her  pay  was  raised.  It  is  very  lonely  at  Murray's  Bay, 
and  not  at  all  a  pleasant  appointment. 

10978.  Is  the  work  very  hard  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

10979.  Dr.  Bodds.']  Has  there  been  much  trouble  lately  through 
drunkenness  on  the  island  ? — No. 

1 0980.  I  believe  there  have  been  some  new  regulations  ? — Yes ;  the  bar 
is  closed  entirely  so  far  as  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  is  concerned,  and 
each  individual  on  the  island  is  allowanced ;  they  can  draw  liquor  twice  a 
week. 

10981.  Dr.  Herjnan.']  How  much  can  they  obtain  ?— It  varies ;  they 
can  get  a  bottle  of  brandy  or  whisky  twice  a  week,  or  a  bottle  of  beer  every 
day,  or  a  bottle  of  wine  twice  a  week  ;  some  of  course  do  not  want  so  much 
as  that. 

10982.  Chairman.']  If  they  draw  the  spirits  can  they  get  beer  as  well  ?— 
No,  it  is  alternative. 

10983.  Dr.  Herman.]  How  many  persons  would  share  two  bottles  of 
r.G.10--'94.] 
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s  i^i'mpm      t)randy  a  week  ? — An  attendant,  for  instance,  would  draw  that  quantitj'  and 
_    ' '      sliare  it  with  his  family  or  visitors. 
May  i6tb,  1894.  10984,  An  Unmarried  attendant  "might  get  his  two  botthis  of  brandy  and 

consume  it  all  him  self,  might  he  not  ?■ — Yes  ;  they  can  draw  it  on  Tuesday 
and  Saturday. 

10085.  Do  visitors  get  liquor  ? — They  rauat  get  special  permission. 

10986.  Do  the  attendants  consume  the  liquor  in  their  own  rooms  ? 
They  can  do  so  if  they  like,  but  it  cannot  be  taken  into  the  asylum.  As 
matter  of  fact  the  liquor  is  drawn  by  the  head  attendant  for  the  mess,  i 
which  there  are  22  men. 

10987.  Have  matters  improved  at  all  under  the  new  regulations  ? — I 
think  so  ;  there  is  not  much  difficulty  on  the  island  in  regard  to  drunkenness  \, 
it  is  very  much  exaggerated,  and  some  people  try  to  make  out  that  it  is 
much  worse  than  really  is  the  case.  Of  co  urse  there  are  some  cases  of 
drunkenness.  I  may  say  that  I  have  bad  a  return  made  out  of  the  number 
of  attendants  dismissed  for  drunkenness,  and  there  have  been  very  few. 

10988.  Has  not  the  bar -keeper  been  recently  dismissed  ? — No ;  he 
was  not  dismissed ;  he  is  suspended  while  an  enquiry  is  being  made  into  cer- 
tain matters. 

10989.  Cha{rman.~\  Taking  the  population  of  Eobben  Island  and  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  live,  are  you  of  opinion  that  they  are  re- 
markable for  their  sobriety  ? — I  do  not  say  that ;  cases  of  drunkenness  do 
occur  but  they  are  exaggerated  and  made  the  most  of  as  a  rule. 

10990.  D)\  Dodds.  \  Is  not  an  allowance  of  two  bottles  of  brandy  a 
week  rather  liberal  ? — I  do  not  think  so ;  there  are  some  people  who 
drink  a  bottle  a  day.  They  do  not  all  draw  two  bottles  a  week;  a  man 
is  asked  what  he  is  accustomed  to. 

10991.  Dr.  Herman.']  Would  it  not  siniplify  matters  if  you  prohibited 
all  drink  on  the  island  '? — is'o  ;  you  would  not  get  men  to  do  the  work. 

10992.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  getting  Eobben  Island  proclaimed  as  a 
local  option  area  ? — As  I  say,  you  would  never  get  men  to  do  the  work  if 
such  was  the  case. 

10993.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  ?~Leave  Eobben 
Island  alone  and  it  will  be  all  right. 

10994.  Do  you  think  if  the  island  was  constituted  a  village  and  a 
magistrate  appointed  tliere  it  would  be  a  good  thing  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so. 
I  think  a  magistrate  is  a  mistake  on  the  island.  It  is  purely  a  medical  insti- 
tution, and  everybody  on  the  island  is  working  for  the  one  aim,  namely,  the 
comfort  of  the  patients.  It  is  as  much  a  medical  institution  as  the  New  Somer- 
set Hospital,  or  the  Valkenberg.  Asylum.  There  are  no  magisterial  cases  to 
speak  of,  and  the  cases  that  do  occur  can  easily  be  disposed  of  by  the  super- 
intendent. If  there  is  a  case  of  drunkenness  on  the  part  of  an  attendant,  I 
can  adjudicate  upon  it  as  superintendent,  or  Mr.  Jones  can  do  so  as  a  magis- 
trate ;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  treated  by  both  of  us  now. 

10995.  Would  you  prefer  to  bring  offenders  over  to  Cape  Town  to  be 
tried  ? — You  might  have  a  visiting  magistrate,  once  a  week,  if  there  are  any 
cases.    Months  often  go  by  without  Mr.  Jones  having  a  single  case. 

10996.  How  is  he  employed  ? — He  does  the  accounts  and  lay  work. 

109y7.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  strengthec  your  hands  if  your  juris- 
diction was  confined  entirely  to  hospital  work  ?-  -No,  I  do  not  think  so  at  all ; 
it  would  weaken  my  position  immensely. 

10998.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Could  not  the  work  connected  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  schools,  boat  communication,  post  office,  payment  of  accounts 
and  so  on,  be  delegated  to  the  civil  commissioner  just  as  if  Eobben  Island 
were  a  village,  you  yourself  only  having  cognizance  of  offences  committed 
within  the  institution  ? — That  is  a  very  important  point;  somebody  must  be 
responsible,  and  the  one  who  is  responsible  should  be  the  head  of  the  island. 
If  a  magistrate  was  appointed  you  would  not  get  a  medical  man  to  work 
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under  him,  aud  if  you  once  commence  to  divide  the  responsibility  it  will  be  a 


10999.  Chairman].  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  tidng  if  the(>fficial 
reports  of  the  visitors  were  published  ? — Yes. 

11000.  What  becomes  now  of  all  the  reports  that  are  made  by  you  and 
others  to  the  Colonial  Office  ;  are  they  published  in  a  blue  book  ? — No. 

11001.  Do  you  think  that  should  be  done  ? — I  am  afraid  it  wonld  be 
too  voluminous. 

11002.  Would  it  not  be  possible  to  have  a  division  of  the  duties  on  the 
island  on  some  such  lines  as  these  :  an  administrative  official  who  would  be 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  island  in  the  way  of  police,  stores, 
and  before  whom  all  complaints  could  be  laid  and  dealt  with,  and  another 
official  to  do  purely  medical  and  hospital  work ;  at  present  tho  whole  duties 
devolve  upon  one  man  ? — If  you  have  divided  power  or  divided  responsibility 
there  would  be  constant  disagreements ;  you  might  have  a  magistrate  also 
who  would  not  be  in  touch  with  the  difficulties  of  the  medical  administration. 

11003.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  I  take  it  that  you  think  there  ought  to  be  one  man 
supreme,  whether  he  be  a  layman  or  a  medical  man  ? — Yes. 

11004.  You  prefer  a  medical  man,  but  rather  than  have  two  authorities 
you  think  it  would  be  best  even  to  have  a  lay  administrator,  do  you  noc? — 
Yes,  you  cannot  have  two  authorities. 

31005.  Would  it  answer  to  have  a  resident  magistrate  and  civil  com- 
missioner who  would  also  ho.  a  permanent  official  visitor  and  have  charge  of 
the  con-victs  ? — Yes ;  quite  independent  of  the  medical  superintendent  or 
chief  of  the  island  and  having  no  administrative  duties  ;  that  might  meet  the 
difficulty  perhaps. 

11006.  Are  there  any  other  duties  which  such  an  official  could  perform  ? 
— He  might  take  charge  of  the  library,  the  club,  post-offico,  and  educational 
matters  and  so  on. 

11007.  Dr.  Herman.']  Would  you  make  him  a  superior  officer  and  give 
him  a  large  salary  ? — The  work  would  not  be  very  heavy. 

11008.  Dr.  Dodds.~\  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  have 
something  in  the  nature  of  a  co-operative  store  on  the  island  ? — Yes  ;  some- 
thing of  the  kind  would  be  ttu  advantage.  Pereira,  the  chief  boatman,  has  a 
store  at  present,  and  is  suid  to  be  making  a  good  thing  out  of  it,  but  it  is 
hardly  right  that  he  should  have  the  privilege. 

11009.  Dr.  Herman.]  Can  he  sell  what  he  likes?— Yes;  but  I  think 
the  Government  should  take  it  over,  and  a  larger  assortment  of  goods  might 
be  kept  in  stock.  Some  of  the  lepers  buy  a  good  deal.  With  reference  to 
what  I  was  asked  about  the  meat  I  may  state  that  our  beef  is  purchased  from 
Messrs.  Combrinck  &  Co.  A  whole  carcase  is  always  purchased,  never  por- 
tions of  one.  This  goes  into  the  butcher's  shop,  from  thence  it  is  issued  to 
all  the  departments  indiscriminately,  and  to  the  officers  and  employes  on 
private  requisition.  We  have  only  one  butcher's  shop,  and  all  the  meat  is 
kept  in  it.  There  is  no  distinction  made  between  the  lepers  and  any  other 
patients  or  inhabitants  on  the  island,  (  in  the  day  the  lepers  complained  of 
the  bad  quality  of  the  meat,  I  had  a  portion  of  the  meat  on  my  table. 
Sheep  are  slaughtered  on  the  island. 
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Cape  Town,  Friday,  May  l^th,  1894. 


PEESENT. 


De.  Murray  (Chairman), 


Dr.  Fismer, 
Dodds, 


Dr.  Herman. 


Mrs.  A.  Wilson  examined. 

Mrs. 

A.'wdstn.  11010.  Chairman.']  Have  you  served  in  any  official  capacity  on  Robbe: 

May  i8tb  1894%   island  ? — Ybs,  I  was  assistant  matron  at  the  female  leper  wards  for  nearly  si 
months.    I  left  on  the  17th  of  March  last.    I  went  as  nurse,  but  it  was  no 
nursing  that  T  had  to  do.    I  was  appointed  by  Dr.  Impey  after  answering  aa' 
advertisement. 

11011.  "When  you  got  your  appointment  were  your  duties  defined  ? — I 
was  supposed  to  do  nursing. 

11012.  Did  you  get  any  list  of  your  duties  ? — Ko. 

11013.  Who  gave  you  your  instructions? — I  had  to  do  what  Mrs.  Dill, 
the  matron,  told  me,  but  I  was  really  nothing  but  a  general  servant  to  her 
and  her  children. 

11014.  "Who  did  you  recognize  as  your  chief  ? — I  suppose  the  matron.  I 
had  to  do  cooking,  scrubbing,  cleaning,  pumping  water,  chopping  wood  and 
so  on. 

11015.  Did  you  do  any  night  work  ? — I  might  be  called  up  if  anyone 
was  very  sick  or  dying.    My  work  began  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

11016.  Where  did  you  live  ? — At  thematron'>s  quarters  for  a  little  time 
and  then  I  had  one  of  the  out  offices. 

11017.  Do  you  consider  that  the  female  lepers  had  a  sufficient  number 
of  attendants  to  look  after  them  or  were  you  overworked  ? — Yes,  very  much 
overworked.    Latterly  I  was  appointed  to  the  lunatic  lepers. 

11018.  How  many  had  you  under  your  charge  ? — Eleven. 
11018a.  Did  they  occupy  a  pavilion  to  themselves  ? — They  had  one 

ward. 

11019.  Did  you  find  it  difficult  to  manage  the  lepers  ? — Not  particularly 
so  ;  on  the  whole  they  were  very  agreeable  and  obedient. 

11020.  Did  they  ever  complain  to  you  ? — Only  about  their  wish  to  go 
home.    Tbey  said  the  food  and  everything  else  was  good. 

11021.  During  the  time  you  were  there  were  there  any  disturbances? 
— Yes.  There  was  a  disturbance  when  the  Commission  came  over  and  on  a 
previous  occasion.  At  such  times  the  patients  alweys  get  excited  because 
they  get  an  idea  that  they  are  going  to  be  released. 

11022.  During  your  time  were  there  any  disturbances  at  night? — 
I  have  left  nearly  two  months  now. 

11023.  How  came  you  to  leave  the  island? — I  could  not  put  u 
with  the  matron's  behaviour.  I  did  not  go  over  as  a  general  servant  but 
as  a  nurse.  The  matron  had  some  of  her  children  living  with  her  and 
I  had  to  cook  for  them  all.  I  told  Dr.  Impey  when  I  was  leaving. 
She  also  had  visitors,  and  I  did  not  like  it,  as  we  were  only  two  females 
there. 

11024.  Were  they  male  visitors? — 'Yes. 

11025.  Did  they  come  at  all  hours? — I  cannot  say.  When  she  was 
insulting  to  me  I  went  into  my  room  about  seven  or  eight  o'clock.  Since  the 
door  was  made  in  the  matron's  quarters,  visitors  do  not  go  through  the 
gate.    1  think  she  treated  me  badly  because  she  wanted  to  get  rid  of  me. 

11026.  Was  this  door  you  speak  of  made  while  you  were  there  ? — Yes. 
It  was  made  so  t1  at  the  matron  might  more  readily  have  access  to  the. 
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quarters  of  the  female  paying  patient  adjoining.    I  Bave  heard  that  the      ^  ^i^,, 
matron  has  made  accusations  against  my  character,  which  I  entirely  repudiate.  — 
he  used  to  swear  and  use  the  most  dreadful  language  to  the  patients. 

11027.  Do  you  remember  any  occasion  when  the  matron  used  any  undue 
violence  ? — She  behaved  very  roughly  to  me  one  Sunday,  about  a  month 
before  I  left. 

11028.  When  did  you  leave  ?— On  the  17th  of  March  last. 

11029.  Did  you  lodge  any  complaint  about  the  treatment  you  received  ? 
-'No ;  I  did  not  want  to  make  any  trouble. 

11030.  While  you  were  on  the  island  was  there  any  disturbance  between 
anv  of  the  matron's  visitors  and  others  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

11031.  You  left  because  yoii  found  it  impossible  to  get  on  with  the 
matron  ? — Yes. 

11032.  Br.  Herman.']  Do  you  mean  us  to  understand  that  your  duties 
on  the  island  were  largely  concerned  in  attending  to  the  wants  of  the  matron 
and  her  children  ? — Yes,  certainly.  I  acted  more  as  a  general  servant  than 
as  a  nurse. 

11033.  Had  Mrs.  Dill  any  other  servant? — No.  She  was  allowed  a 
servant  but  she  never  got  one. 

11034.  Did  you  live  in  the  same  house  with  her? — Yes,  for  some 
time, 

11035.  Had  she  healthy  children  living  with  her? — Yes,  a  boy  and  a 
girl.  The  boy  was  employed  by  the  Government  to  run  errands  and  the 
girl  went  to  school  every  morning;  she  was  about  11  j^ears  old. 

11036.  On  Sundays  were  there  people  staying  there? — All  the  matron's 
children  came  to  dinner  on  Sunday  and  stayed  the  whole  day. 

11037.  Did  they  play  about  in  the  compound  while  they  were  there  ? — 
No,  the  matron  did  not  allow  them  to  go  into  the  wards. 

11038.  Dr.  Dodds.~]  Have  you  seen  the  children  in  the  wards  ?— -I 
may  have  seen  the  little  girl  there  with  her  mother. 

11039.  Did  any  of  the  lepers  wash  up  dishes  and  so  on  for  the  matron  ? 
— Yes,  sometimes. 

11040.  Did  you  ever  use  any  disinfectants  ? — No  ;  none  whatever.  I 
got  no  instructions  from  anyone  when  T  went  over.  Dr.  Impey  was  ill  and 
Mr.  Jones  gave  me  a  note  to  the  matron  who  showed  me  my  room,  which  was 
a  dreadful  place. 

11041.  Dr.  Herman  ]  Did  you  ever  dress  any  of  the  wounds  ? — Latterly 
I  did  for  the  lunatic  lepers. 

11 042.  If  you  did  not  do  it  who  did  ?—  One  of  the  lepers. 

11043.  Dr.  Dodds.j  Who  had  charge  of  the  insane  patients  at  night  ? — 
One  of  the  chronic  sick  slept  in  the  ward. 

11044.  Was  there  no  night  nurse  ? — No. 

11045.  Did  they  ever  quarrel  or  make  a  disturbance  ? — No  ;  they  were 
very  peaceable  ;  they  all  slept  in  a  small  dormitory  by  themselves.  On  one 
occasion  one  of  the  patients  scratched  me  on  the  arm. 

11046.  Did  the  leper  patients  sometimes  die  in  the  night? — Yes,  and 
sometimes  in  the  day.  The  patients  themselves  were  very  kind  to  each 
other  and  often  sat  up  with  those  who  were  seriously  ill. 

11047.  Can  you  make  any  suggestion  with  a  view  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  the  lepers  ? — I  think  they  require  more  nurses.  They  never  com- 
plained about  the  food,  which  was  really  very  good.  I  must  say  that  the 
present  matron  manages  the  female  patients  splendidly,  and  on  the  whole 
they  seem  very  fond  of  her.  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  there  were 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  nurses  so  that  they  might  know  their  duties. 
I  told  Dr.  Impey  that, 

11048.  Could  the  matron  have  visitors  at  her  quarters  as  late  as  she 
liked  ? — Not  after  half-past  nine. 

11049.  Whose  duty  was  it  to  report  any  visitors  coming  after  hours  ? — 
The  duty  of  the  constables  outside, 
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A.  mlion.  11050.  Did  visitors  never  remain  after  half-past  nine  ? — They  were  not^ 

May  i8tb  1894    ^^^Pposed  to  without  spccial  permission. 

11051.  Have  you  known  male  visitors  remain  after  half-past  nine 
the  matron's  quarters  ? — Yes. 

11052.  Were  they  reported? — I  think  so  sometimes,  but  since  the  donr| 
has  been  made  they  might  go  out  without  the  constable  on  duty  seeing  them. 

11053.  Did  you  ever  speak  to  the  matron  about  it  ? — I  did,  and  she 
saw  I  did  not  like  it.    I  made  no  friends  myself,  and  that  is  why  she  treatcf^ 
me  so  badly.    When  I  went  there  first  I  was  thunderstruck  when  she  asked 
me  to  bring  in  co£fee  for  constables  who  were  sitting  iu  the  room  with  their 
hats  on  at  all  hours  of  the  day. 

11054.  How  early  in  the  morning? — The  sanitary  constable  was  there 
as  early  as  half-past  five. 

11055.  Where  would  the  convicts  be  while  the  constable  was  taking 
his  coffee? — Going  down  to  the  beach  alone. 

11056.  Were  some  of  the  leper  woman  up  at  that  time?  -Yes;  they 
get  up  early  ;  they  come  for  their  rations  about  half-past  five  o'clock.  One 
of  the  constai)les  spent  a  lot  of  time  talking  to  the  women. 

11057.  Dr.  Herman.']  What  was  his  name  ?  — ^  .The  keys  were  left 

by  the  window  when  I  went  there  and  the  constable  used  to  open  the_ 
window  and  take  them,  but  after  the  door  was  made  the  keys  were  put 
on  a  chair. 

1105  s.  It  has  been  stated  in  evidence  that  you  once  resided  in  a  Malay 
house  in  C^ape  Town  ;  is  that  the  case  — It  was  because  I  was  without^ 
mrans,  but  the  house  was  respectable.  I  had  always  been  well  off  bu 
ray  husband  deserted  me  and  left  me  penniless,  with  two  boys  to  support 
I  have  acted  as  a  nurse  at  the  Kimberley  hospital  and  alsa  at  Wynberg 
I  felt  very  much  annoyed  when  it  came  to  my  knowledge  that  my  characte 
had  been  assailed. 

Mr.  H.  de  Smidt  further  examined. 

}/  'frSmidt  11059.  (jhairman.~]  Will  you  inform  the  Commission  what  functions thC 

chief  and  medical  superintendent  on  Eobben  Island  has  in  regard  to  dealing 
with  matters  of  discipline  ? — The  discipline  of  the  officials  on  the  island  is 
regulatfd  by  the  Civil  Service  Act,  which  prescribes  certiiin  modes  of  pra-i 
cedure  in  the  case  of  misconduct  on  the  part  of  any  official.    Broadly  stated^i 
the  method  is  this  :  if  any  charge  is  preferred,  the  head  of  the  department  c:illsS 
upon  the  accused  for  an  explanation,  and  upon  the  submission  of  such  explan-; 
ation,  the  matter  is  dealt  with  by  the  Governor  in  Council.    The  Act  provides 
for  a  graduated  scale  of  punishment,  either  by  reprimand  or  ei  forced  resigr 
nation,  or  deprivation  of  pay  or  dismissal. 

11060,  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  there  was  a  certain  case  of  assault 
committed  on  the  island  upon  one  of  the  constables,  and  an  enquiry  was  held, 
resulting  in  the  dismissal  of  two  men  for  failing  to  report  an  occurrence  which 
took  place  at  the  matron's  quarters,  but  it  seems  the  real  offender  in  the^ 
matter  is  still  retained  ;  are  you  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  ? — In  that 
case  matters  assumed  rather  a  complicated  aspect,  because  the  convict  guard 
who  failed  to  make  a  report,  was  dealt  with  by  the  Attorney-General's  depart- 
ment through  the  superintendent  of  convicts,  who  held  an  enquiry,  the  result 
of  which  was  the  dismissal  of  the  guard.  Then  the  guard  appealed  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Law  Department,  who  requested  me  to  cause  a  further, 
investigation  to  be  made  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  guard  was  not 
justified  under  the  circumstances,  of  the  matron's  conduct  in  what  he  did. 
That  enquiry  was  directed  to  be  made  by  Mr.  J  ones,  the  magistrate,  and  the 
report  has  only  just  come  in,  and  it  is  being  considered  by  the  Attorney- 
General  with  a  view  to  such  further  action  being  taken  as  the  merits  of  the 
case  might  demand.    The  matter  is  still,  therefore,  undecided. 

11061.  Dr.  Herman.']  In  such  a  case  as  that  has  the  medical  superin- 
tendent no  authority  to  make  an  enquiry  and  dismiss  such  an  official  as  a 
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matron  ? — The  medical  superintendent  has  full  authority  to  initiate  an  enquiry     ^  ^Imidt 
iind  suspend  an  official,  pendinsr  a  report  of  the  matter  to  the  Colonial  Secre-  — 
fary  foi  final  action.  ^  May  isth,  I804. 

11062.  Could  not  he  dismiss  any  member  of  the  nursing  staff  without 
any  further  action  being  taken  ? — Suspension  is  equivalent  to  dismissal, 
although  the  Colonial  Secretary  has  the  right  of  finally  deciding  whether  the 
offender  should  be  reinstated.  For  my  own  part,  I  should  be  very  sorry,  in 
the  interests  of  public  servants,  to  see  any  officer  invested  with  the  power  of 
summary  dismissal.  The  Civil  Service  Eegulations  work  fairly  well  in  most 
departments ;  it  is  more  a  question  of  the  officers  who  administer  the  Act. 

11063.  Do  they  fulfil  all  the  conditions  required  ? — Yes;  I  should  not 
like  to  see  them  altered.  I  may  say  that  every  matter  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Government  lias  been  the  subject  of  investigation  and  the  most  minute 
scrutiny  and  administrative  action,  according  to  the  merits  of  each  case. 

1064.  Chairman.']  How  is  the  accounting  system  carried  on  on  the  island  ?  ^ 
— Just  in  the  same  w^ay  as  in  the  case  of  hospitals  on  the  mainland,  which  are 
supervised  by  the  civil  commissioner  and  resident  magistrate,  through  whom 
the  accounts  are  rendered.  There  are  occasional  surprise  inspections.  It  was 
intended  that  Mr.  Jones,  the  magistrate,  should  exercise  a  similar  supervision 
over  the  accounts  on  the  island,  the  chief  clerk  being  the  accountant,  making 
payments,  keeping  the  store  books  and  so  on.  In  addition  to  this,  an  occa- 
sional inspection  is  made  by  officers  of  our  accounting  department. 

11065.  What  control  is  kept  over  the  issue  of  stores  either  to  the  leper 
patients  or  to  other  people  on  the  island  ?^ — A.  thoroughly  complete  account 
is  kept  of  the  issues  to  the  different  sections  of  tlie  establishment. 

J106G.  Have  you  any  control  over  the  issue  of  rations  directly  to  the 
patients  themselves  ? — 'No  ;  obviously  not  from  the  head  office,  the  distribu- 
tion I  lake  it  must  necessarily  be  left  to  the  person  in  charge  of  the  section. 

11067.  You  are  not  able  to  tell  positively  that  certain  patients  got  such 
and  such  articles  issued  direct  from  the  store,  arc  jon  ? — Xo  ;  it  is  impossible 
to  guarantee  that  articles  intended  for  individual  lepers  actually  reach  them, 
more  especially  with  regard  to  food. 

11008.  One  of  the  witnesses  made  a  very  strong  point  about  the  entries 
in  certain  books  not  having  been  kept  up  ;  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to 
trace  every  article  to  each  patient,  is  it? — No,  the  patients  do  not'^'sign 
receipts.  Practically,  we  allow  the  medical  superintendent  to  issue  what  ho 
thinks  necessary^  besides  which,  the  patients,  I  presume,  would  complain  it' 
they  had  not  sufficient  clothing. 

11069.  What  does  the  boat  communication  cost  per  annum  ? — £1,700  a 
year  for  three  trips  a  week.    The  extra  boats  are  not  very  numerous. 

11070.  Do  you  propose  to  increase  the  communication  "r" — It  has  not 
been  suggested. 

11071.  Dr.  Dodds.']  Has  there  been  any  difficulty  with  regard  to  the 
drink  question  ? — Quite  recently  the  Government  decided  to  close  the  bar  and 
authorize  the  medical  superintendent  to  allow  persons  to  have  such  quantity  of 
liquor  as  in  his  discretion  was  desirable.  He  was  told,  moreover,  to  deny  this 
privilege  to  those  who  abused  it  or  were  likely  to  abuse  it.  I  must  say  that 
for  my  own  part  I  am  opposed  to  the  system.  I  prefer  to  have  entire 
freedom  and  deal  stringently  with  those  who  miisconduct  themselves. 

11072.  Do  not  you  think  it  w^ould  be  an  advantage  to  have  something 
in  the  nature  of  a  co-operative  store  on  the  island  ? — There  have  been  com- 

'  plaints  that  the  chief  boatman  who  keeps  a,  shop  there  has  a  monopoly,  and 
a  proposal  has  been  made  to  widen  the  area  of  business, done  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  supply  a  greater  variety  of  articles  for  the  convenience  of  the 
residents. 

11073.  Chairman.']  We  find  that  the  leper  guards  carry  revolvers  ;  do 
you  think  that  necessary  ?— I  must  take  upon  myself  all  the  responsibility 
for  arming  the  guards  with  revolvers.    I  found  it  necessary  on  the  first 
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occasion  when  a  disturbance  occurred  on  the  island  and  when  it  was  reportejj 
officially  that  the  lepers  intended  to  break  out  and  attack  the  inhabitants. 

11074.  Dr.  Herman.']  Who  reported  it  ? — The  medical  superintcudeii| 
I  think  in  September  1892. 

11075.  Chamnan.~\  Was  that  about  the  time  when  the  leper  population^ 
began  to  be  increased  by  fresh  arrivals  ? — It  was  about  the  time  when  the 
lepers  began  to  realize  that  their  disease  was  incurable  and  that  they  wer^ 
practically  prisoners  for  life  on  the  island.     After  being  troublesome  thej 
became  turbulent  and  their  turbulence  gradually  developed  into  absolut 
defiance,  one  of  the  lepers  having  gone  so  far  as  to  threaten  violence  againa 
one  of  the  attendants.    I  proceeded  to  the  island  with  the  assistant  magistrate 
of  Cape  Town  and  investigated  the  matter,  and  I  found  that  while  on  previoui 
occasions  the  attitude  of  the  lepers  towards  me  was  respectful  and  quiet  the^ 
were  absolutely  insolent,  defiant,  and  abusive.    I  took  the  precaution,  acting 
upon  the  instructions  of  the  Government,  to  take  over  to  the  island  a  numbei 
of  constables  armed,  and  it  was  decided  to  leave  these  constables  on  th^ 
island,  where  they  have  remained  ever  since.    I  was  also  advised  to  take  ovef 
to  the  island  a  reserve  of  arms  which  are  still  in  charge  of  the  medical 
superintendent.     I  may  say  that  subsequent  occurrences  have  convinced 
me  that  the  action  originally  taken  was  fully  justified  by  possibilities  on  the 
island. 

11076.  Can  you  mention  generally  any  occurrence  ? — There  were  fr, 
quent  reports  made  by  the  medical  superintendent  that  the  lepers  surrounde 
the  officials  and  were  most  demonstrative  in  their  manner,  insisting  upon  cer 
tain  things  and  preferring  unreasonable  demands.  On  one  occasion  I  W" 
told  both  by  Dr.  Todd  and  Mr.  Jones  that  in  their  opinion  Dr.  Impey's  li 
was  not  safe.  They  reiterated  this  opinion  even  although  I  tried  to  sha 
their  faith  in  it. 

11077.  Do  you  think  that  arming  the  guards  and  making  a  display  o 
force  has  had  a  good  eifect  ? — Undoubtedly.  On  the  occasion  of  the  firs 
disturbance,  the  Governoi',  with  the  advice  of  the  Executive  Council,  ga" 
an  order  for  the  n  moval  of  a  man  who  was  stated  to  bo  one  of  the  rin 
leaders,  named  Franz  Jacobs ;  he  was  removed  to  the  Old  Somerset  Hospita 
and  upon  his  removal  the  attitude  of  the  lepers  entirely  changed.  The 
sent  a  very  penitent  letter  of  apology  to  the  Government,  stating  that  tlw 
had  been  misled  and  begging  for  forgiveness. 

11078.  Since  that  period  have  you  had  fewer  disturbances? — After  th'. 
thtre  was  a  further  disturbance.  Jacobs,  I  may  mention,  upon  promising  t 
refrain  from  inciting  the  lepers,  was  allowed  to  go  back  to  the  island,  bu 
some  time  after,  upon  the  occurrence  of  further  trouble,  it  was  decided  b 
the  Governor  in  Council  again  to  remove  him.  He  remained  at  the  01 
Somerset  Hospital  where  he  was  well  treated,  and  died  there.  There  w 
also  another  ringleader  who  has  since  died. 

11079.  Do  you  see  any  reason  for  the  leper  guards  making  a  display 
their  revolvers  ? — The  guards  on  duty  are  armed  in  a  similar  way  to  the  con 
vict  guards.  It  is  not  necessary  for  the  guards  at  all  times  to  display  their 
arms.  When  the  police  were  first  stationed  on  the  island  the  instructions  to 
them  were  that  they  were  uot  to  be  demonstrative  uor  to  let  the  lepers  feel 
that  they  were  being  guarded  like  criminals,  but  they  were  to  be  ready  in 
case  their  services  should  be  required ;  they  were  to  do  their  work  quietly. 

11080.  Might  not  the  arms  be  kept  in  a  station  close  at  hand;  is  it 
necessary  for  the  constables  to  parade  every  day  with  their  revolvers  ? — I  ati 
strongly  of  opinion  that  the  men  should  carry  arms  at  all  times  when 
duty. 

11081.  Dr.  Herman.']  Do  you  think  the  constables  need  be  kept  una 
arms  day  and  night  ? — Yes.  You  have  some  desperate  characters  on  t 
island,  and  constant  vigilance  is  required  to  keep  them  quiet. 

]  1082.  Chairman.']  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  framing  a  short  Act  f 
the  government  of  liobbcn  Island  ? — Yes.    I  think  it  is  very  desirable. 
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11083.  Do  you  think  among  other  things  such  an  Act  might  provide 
for  the  medical  superintendent  compelling  those  leper  patients  who  were 
sufficiently  healthy  to  work  ? — Yes.  I  think  also  that  provision  might  b« 
made  for  including  Eobben  Island  in  some  electoral  division  both  for 
Parliamentary  and  Divisional  Council  purposes.  As  it  is  now,  the  resi- 
dents are  practically  disfranchised. 

11084.  In  view  of  the  ringleaders  having  been  removed,  do  you  still 
think  it  necessary  for  the  constables  to  carry  arms? — Decidedly  ;  I  think  if 
the  Commission  were  ,to  report  unfavourably  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  the 
patients,  they  would  give  us  more  and  more  trouble  the  longer  they  remain 
on  the  island 

11085.  Is  their  present  quiet  attitude  due,  do  you  think,  to  their  watch- 
ing the  line  of  action  which  the  Commission  will  take  up  ? — I  am  entirely 
of  that  opinion. 
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BY  HIS  EXCELLENCY  SIR  HENRY  BROUGHAM  LOCH, 


Knig'ht  Grand  Cross  of  tlie  Most  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Kniglit  Grand  Cross 
of  tlie  Most  Distinguished  Order  of  Saint  Mieliael  and  Saint  George,  Governor 
and  Comniander-in-Cliief  of  Her  Majesty's  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
in  South  Africa,  and  of  the  Territories  and  Dependencies  thereof,  and  Her 
Majesty's  High  Commissioner  for  South  Africa,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

To  Charles  Frkdkrick  Kenyan  Mubray,  Esquire,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S. 

Greeting  : 

Whereas  the  Honourable  tlie  House  of  Assembly  did,  on  the  15th  day  of  August, 
1893,  resolro :  "  That  the  attention  of  the  Government  be  directed  to  the  condition  of 
a  portion  of  the  lepers  on  Robben  Island,  witJi  a  view  to  the  Government  making 
such  pi'ovision  as  will  alleviate  their  condition,  more  particularly  those  of  the  better 
and  less  seriously  affected  class,  pending  an  enrpiiry  to  be  instituted  as  to  the  expediency 
of  continuing  or  modifying  the  system  of  segregation." 

And  whereas  it  is  desirable  for  tho  purposes  of  such  enquiry  that  Commissioners 
should  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  following  questions  : — 

1.  (a)  Whether  leprosy  is  contagious  and,  if  so,  in  what  degree:  whether  leprosy 

is  ever  spread  by  any  other  means  than  contagion,  and  what  conditions  are 
most  favourable  for  the  operation  of  contagion. 
{h)  Whether  it  is  e.ver  in  any  of  its  forms  or  stages  non-contagious  and  if  so, 
in  what. 

[f)  Whether  it  ever  arises  spontaneously,  or  is  caused  by  the  eating  of  certain 

specific  articles  of  diet. 
{(I)  Whether  the  disease  is  ever  spontaneously,  or  as  the  result  of  treatment, 

arrested  or  cured,  and  if  so,  whether  suoli  a  result  is  permanent,  and  by 

what  signs  it  is  to  be  recognised,  and  in  what  manner  are  such  cases  to  be 

dealt  with. 

(f)  Whether  heredity  affects  its  spread  and,  if  so,  by  Avhat  means,  i.e.,  wliether 
by  direct  hereditary  transmission  of  the  disease,  a  specific  leprous  predis- 
position, or  by  transmitting  family  constitutional  proclivities  favourable  to 
the  development  and  existence  of  leprosy,  or  less  fitted  to  oppose  it,  and  to 
wliat  extent,  and  whether  conjugal  intercourse  should  be  allowed  between 
lepei's,  or  between  lepers  and  uon-k^pers,  and,  if  so,  under  what  conditions. 

(./')  What  is  the  duration  of  the  period  of  incubation  and  whether  any  steps 
should  be  taken,  and,  if  so,  of  what  kind  and  under  what  circumstances, 
to  ascertain  the  liealth  from  time  to  time  of  possibly  infected  persons. 

2.  Wliether  the  system  of  segregation,  as  at  present  carried  out,  should  be  con- 
tinued or  requires  any  modification,  and  if  so,  in  what  respects,  with  a  view  to 
eradicating  the  disease  in  this  Colony. 

3.  Whether  any  means,  other  than  segregation,  exist  which  may  safely  be  trusted 
to  contribute  to  or  accomplish  the  same  result. 

4.  Whether  in  tlie  event  of  the  disease  being  extinguished  in  this  Colony  any 
danger  exists  of  its  being  renewed  by  importation  from  without,  and,  if  so,  what 
safeguards  should  be  adopted  for  preventing  or  limiting  this  danger. 

5.  Whetlier  lepers  can  under  any  circumstances  be  allo\\'ed  to  remain  at  large 
without  danger  of  spreading  the  disease,  and,  if  so,  in  what  forms  or  stages  of  the 
disease,  and  under  what  conditions  and  safeguards. 

6.  (a)  Whether  Robben  Island  offers  the  best  available  conditions  for  segregation  ; 

whether  its  climate,  soil  and  general  characteristics  exert  any  influence, 
beneficial  or  otherwise,  on  the  course  of  the  disease  or  on  the  conditions  of 
the  leper  inhabitants. 
{b)  Whether  any  modification  is  desirable  in  the  existing  arrangements  for  or 
in  connect 'on  with  the  segregation  of  the  lepers  on  the  Island;  whether 
any  ad(liti(mal  meaixs  can  be  suggested  for  the  amelioration  of  tlieir  condi- 
tion ;  whether  any  further  separation  or  classification  with  reference  to  the 
form  or  stage  of  the  disease,  or  any  increased  probationary  St»gregation  are 
desirable,  and  under  what  conditions  intercourse  with  relations  and  friends 
should  be  allowed. 

[G.  10— '94.]  •  B 


7.  Whether  tlip  "  Leprosy  Repression  Act,  1884,"  is  satisfactory  in  its  working 
and  application,  and  if  not,  in  what  respects  amendments  can  he  suggested,  regard 
heing  had  especially  to  the  following  points  : — 

{rt)  The  certification  of  lepers. 

(b)  Provision  for  the  good  rule  and  government  of  lepers  under  segregation. 

(c)  The  discovery  and  disclosure  of  the  disease. 

(d)  The  dealing  with  suspects. 

(t^)  The  dealing  with  lepers,  imported  or  fugitive,  from  neighbouring  Colonies 
and  States. 

8.  Whether  any  additional  means,  and,  if  so,  of  what  kind,  are  necessarj'  for 
preventing  the  possibility  of  unjust  segregation. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  the  Governor  aforesaid,  do  by  this  my  Commission,  nominate 
and  appoint  you  the  said 

Charles  Frederick  Kennan  Murraj^,  in  conjunction  with  Alexander  Edington, 
Esquire,  M.  B.,  CM.,  William  John  Dodds,  Esquire,  M.D.,  Christian  Lawrence 
Herman,  Esquire,  M.B  ,  CM.,  Josias  Matthias  Hoffman,  Esquire,  M.B.,  CM., 
Frederick  Fismer,  Esquii^e,  M.D.,  and  John  Baldwin  Smithson  Greathead,  Esquire, 
M.B.,  CM.,  to  be  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  and  reporting 
upon  the  matters  aforementioned. 

And  I  do  hereby  desire  and  request  that  yon  do  as  soon  as  the  same  can  con- 
veniently be  done,  using  all  diligence,  report  to  me,  in  writing,  your  proceedings  by 
virtue  of  this  Commission. 

And  I  further  will  and  direct,  and  by  these  presents  ordain,  that  this  Commission 
shall  continue  in  force  until  you  shall  have  finally  reported  upon  the  matters  aforesaid, 
or  otherwise  until  this  Commission  shall  be  by  me  revoked,  and  that  you,  the  said 
Commissioners,  shall  sit  from  time  to  time,  at  such  place  or  places  as  you  shall  find 
necessary  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

And  I  do  liereby  direct  and  appoint  that  yon  have  liberty  to  report  to  me  your 
several  proceedings  from  time  to  time,  and  at  such  places  aforesaid,  as  the  same  or  any 
part  thereof  may  respectively  be  completed  and  perfected. 

And,  lastly,  I  do  hereby  desire  and  direct  that  all  Public  Officers  in  this  Colony, 
as  well  as  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  be  assistant  to  you  in  the  execution  of  these 
presents  by  giving  you  all  such  information  as  it  may  be  in  their  power  to  impart. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  caused  this  Commission  to  be  issued  this  11th  day  of 
January,  in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Ninety-four. 

By  Command  of  His  Excellency  the  Grovernor  in  Council. 


P.  H.  FAURE. 


INTERIM  REPORT 


OF  THE 


COMMISSION  APPOINTED  TO  ENQUIRE  INTO  THE  ORIGIN 
AND  SPREAD  OF  LEPROSY  IN  THE  CAPE  COLONY,  AND 
TO  REPORT  THEREON  FOR  THE  INFORMATION  OF 
PARLIAMENT. 


To  His  Excellency  S-'r  HENRY  BROUGHAM  LOCH,  Knight  Grand  Cross 
of  the  Most  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most 
Distinguished  Order  of  Saint  Michael  and  Saint  Greorge,  Grovernor  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  Her  Majesty's  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  in 
South  Africa,  and  of  the  Territories  and  Dependencies  thereof,  and  Her  Majesty's 
High  Commissioner  for  South  Africa,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

May  it  please  Your  Excellency  : — 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  conveyed  in  the  terms  of  their 
Commission,  dated  ISth  January,  1894,  your  Commissioners  have  the 
honour  to  lay  before  Your  Excellency  the  following  Interim  Report. 

This  part  of  the  Report  deals  only  with  a  certain  portion  of  the  very 
wide  scope  of  the  enquiry,  and  it  has  been  found  necessary,  for  reasons 
stated  hereafter,  to  adopt  this  course  in  dealing  with  the  subject. 


INTRODUCTORY. 

In  dealing  with  the  subject  of  our  enquiry  on  the  working  basis  given  in  the  terms 
of  their  Commission,  it  was  determined  at  once  to  approach  the  study  of  Leprosy 
from  its  scientific  aspect,  as  from  that  aspect  only  can  a  broad  foundation  be  laid,  upon 
which  to  carry  out  the  whole  investigation. 

With  this  object  in  view  the  Commission  took  evidence  and  drew  up  and  distributed 
certain  forms  which  would  materially  help  iti  this  direction,  besides  accumulating  a 
large  mass  of  other  important  matter. 

At  this  stage,  however,  "the  Commission  were  given  to  understand  by  the  Grovern- 
ment  that  they  were  anxious  to  have,  as  early  as  possible,  the  section  of  the  Report 
dealing  with  Robben  Island  for  presentation  to  Parliament.  The  Commission,  there- 
fore, at  the  express  wish  of  the  Government,  turned  aside  from  the  eoui'se  they 
had  adopted  and  directed  themselves  almost  wholly  to  that  part  of  the  enqiiiiy  dealing 
with  Robben  Island. 

Although  assenting  to  the  wishes  of  the  Government  on  this  point,  the  Commission 
at  the  same  time  felt  its  great  inconvenience,  for  the  whole  matter  hinges  upon  the 
question  of  the  contagiousness  or  the  hereditariness  of  the  disease,  and  it  would  have 
been  much  more  satisfactory,  and  much  more  logical,  to  have  attempted  first  to  decide 
this  point.  This  Colony,  from  the  comparative  sparseness  of  its  p(jpulatiou  and  the 
possibility  in  many  cases  of  tracing  family  histories,  and  following  apparent  lines  of 
contagion  offers  a  valuable  field  for  the  prosecution  of  an  enquiry  into  the  difficult 
question  of  the  etiology  of  leprosy,  and  in  this  respect  of  coui'se  presents  many  advau' 
tages  over  India  and  the  older  and  denser  centres  of  civilization, 
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The  Commission  not  having  yet  arrived  at  definite  conckisions  on  the  question  of 
tlie  contagiousness  or  hereditariness  of  the  disease,  are  not  in  a  position  to  make  final 
recommendations  as  to  the  modification  or  the  repeal  of  the  present  compulsory  Act ; 
and  for  the  same  reason  tlioy  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  make  recommendations  at 
this  stage  as  to  the  advisability  of  establishing  asylums  on  the  mainland,  or  as  to 
the  conditions  under  which  patients  may  be  safely  allowed  to  be  treated  in  their  own 
liomes,  or  in  licensed  houses.  It  would  be  out  of  the  question  to  make  recommenda- 
tions that  if  acted  on  would  give  rise  to  expenditure  until  those  recommendations  can 
be  based  on  evidence  that  will  bring  conviction  to  the  country,  so  that  there  shall  be 
some  degree  of  finality  in  the  Legislature's  method  of  dealing  with  the  leprosy  question. 
If  this  couutry  is  to  accejit  the  Report  of  the  Indian  Lejirosy  Commissioners  as  settling 
the  question,  it  will  be  necessaiy  to  admit  that  to  compulsorily  segregate  lepers  is  a 
costly  and  useless  proceeding,  that  inflicts  an  injustice  on  every  person  subjected 
to  it,  and  it  will  forthwith  be  necessary  to  rej)3al  the  Act  and  let  the  lepers  at  present 
confined  on  Robben  Island  scatter  to  their  homes.  We  earnestly  trust  that  for  the 
the  future  Avelfare  of  this  country,  the  Indian  Leprosy  Commissioners  will  not  be  fol- 
lowed to  their  conclusions  without  much  stronger  evidence  than  they  adduce. 

A  broad  view  was  taken  of  the  enquiry  into  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of 
the  lepers  in  the  Robben  Island  institution.  It  was  felt  to  be  both  undesirable  and 
impossible  to  exclude  many  matters  connected  with  the  management  and  administra- 
tion, though  they  only,  apparently,  secondarily  aliected  the  condition  and  comfort  of 
the  leper  patients.  It  was  decided  to  invite  the  fullest  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the 
public  and  all  specially  interested;  to  give  everyone  an  opportunity  of  alfording 
information  concerning  the  lepers,  or  aiding  in  the  direction  of  the  amelioration  of 
their  condition,  and  to  make  investigation  into  all  complaints  emanating  from  the 
lejier  patients,  their  friends,  or  the  public.  Accordingly  a  very  large  number  of 
witnesses  were  examined,  representing  all  sections  and  vieivs,  and  the  members  of 
tlie  Commission  on  several  occasions  siibjected  the  institution  to  a  very  complete 
inspection,  listened  to  the  complaints  of  the  lepers  (no  member  of  the  staff  being 
]iiesent),  and  examined  their  food,  clothing,  bedding,  housing,  sanitary  state,  and  the 
general  surroundings  of  the  leper  establishment  in  all  its  manifold  bearings. 

Recognising  the  great  importance  of  the  subject,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that 
1  here  was  a  widespread  feeling  of  uneasiness  in  the  public  mind  regarding  the  Robben 
Island  establishment,  it  was  determined  to  publish  all  the  evidence  on  all  points 
without  omission.  This  course  seemed  especially  necessary  in  dealing  with  a  large 
(State  Institution,  situated  and  circumstanced  as  Robben  Island  is. 

In  order  to  make  the  present  condition  of  Robben  Island  more  clear,  and  to  enable 
a  better  judgment  to  be  formed,  the  following  brief  historical  sketch  is  given  : — 

Historical  Sketch. 

Already  as  far  back  as  the  year  1817  the  condition  of  lepers  claimed  the  attention 
of  the  Colonial  Authorities.  In  that  year  Lord  Charles  Somerset  caused  a  place  called 
Heme  I  eii  Aarde,  about  18  miles  from  Caledon,  to  be  appointed  as  an  asylum  for 
]iersous  afilieted  with  leprosy.  For  some  years  previously  the  Moravian  Brothers 
had  been  collecting  lepers  at  this  spot,  by  offering  them  a  home,  and  by  ministering 
to  their  bodily  and  religious  wants.  We  also  find  mention  made  in  1817  of  a  small 
leper  asylum  in  one  of  the  kloofs  of  the  Sunday  River  near  Graaif-Reinet. 

The  uiit-atisfactory  condition  of  the  asylum  at  Heoiel  en  Aarde  soon  attracted 
attention,  and  in  November  of  the  year  1822,  the  Colonial  Medical  Inspector,  Dr. 
Barry,  drew  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Government  to  the  neglect  of  the 
medical  treatment  of  the  lepers  there.  In  the  same  year  Staff-Surgeon  Dr.  John 
Murray,  in  a  report  to  the  Director- General  of  his  department,*  says  : — 

"  This  institution,  which  has  got  the  name  of  Heniel  en  Aarde  (Heaven  and 
Earth),  was  formed  as  a  Colonial  charity  only  about  five  years  ago,  although  for  a 
long  time  previously  Hottentots  affected  with  leprosy  were  put  under  quarantine 
in  huts  in  this  detached  place,  and  supported  by  funds  raised  in  the  Swelleudam 
District  where  the  scattered  races  of  aborigines  had  been  collected  by  missionary 
people.  This  disease  is  confined  chiefly  to  the  Hottentots.  In  the  above  mentioned 
institution,  containing  about  150  persons,  there  are  not  more  than  two  white  women, 
and  tliree  or  four  Mozambique  slaves.  There  is  reason  to  suppose  that  it  has  long 
existed  among  the  Hottentots,  although  it  does  not  seem  to  have  been  proj)erly 
brought  to  light  till  after  these  people  were  congregated  by  the  missionaries. 
*  *  *  At  the  institution  here  are  a  great  many  not  affected  with  the  disease 
(about  one-third  of  the  whole)  consisting  of  the  parents,  husbands,  wives,  and 

*  Kppori,  uf  Cuimiiistion  ui'  Eouse  of  Assembly  on  EuLlieu  Island.    1862  Appendix. 


5 


etildren  of  those  labouring  under  it  who  have  followed  as  attendants,  and  hy 

this  means  an  opportunity  has  been  afforded  of  proving  that  the  disease  is  not 

contagious,  as  I  am  informed  by  the  medical  practitioner  who  was  lately  attached 

to  the  institution  that  it  has  not  been  communicated  to  any  of  these  attendants." 
*    *    *  * 

"  At  tlie  institution  the  medical  treatment  is  so  entirely  neglected  that  as  far 
as  I  can  learn  no  attempts  to  cure  the  patients  have  been  made,  and  so  wretchedly 
are  they  provided  that  they  have  no  beds  or  bedding  but  a  dirty  sheep  skin  each  to 
lie  upon,  on  which  account  they  are  nearly  starved  in  winter ;  and  they  have 
neither  plates  nor  spoons  nor  knives  and  forks  to  eat  their  victuals  with  ;  in  short 
this  charitable  institution  affords  but  little  comfort  for  its  unfortunate  inmates." 

Siicli  a  sad  condition  of  things  could  not  fail  to  claim  attention ;  -we  find,  therefore, 
in  October,  182-3,  l)r.  Barry  again  reporting  to  Government : — 

"  The  nunibsr  of  insuperable  objections  to  the  present  local  situation  of  the 
leper  institution  renders  it  impossible  in  my  opinion  ever  to  carry  into  effect  any 
plan  for  the  benefit  of  the  patients  there. 

"  That  many  of  the  difficulties  are  insurmountable  has  been  fully  proved,  as 
during  the  space  of  six  years  little  has  been  done  either  to  ameliorate  the 
personal  situation  of  the  lepers,  or  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  this  horrible  malady 
in  the  Colony." 

And,  in  conclusion,  Dr.  Barry  recommends  the  transference  of  the  establishment 
to  Simon's  Town. 

In  182G  the  Supreme  Medical  Committee  Avere  requested  by  the  Government  to 
report  on  the  eligibility'  of  a  site  at  Camp's  Bay  for  the  leper  institution.  The 
Committee  reported  favourably  on  the  site.  lu  1827  the  Committee  say  in  their 
monthly  report  they  "  feel  it  their  duty  to  recommend  a  detached  portion  of  the  (Old) 
Somerset  Hospital  for  the  reception  of  leprous  cases;  "  moreover  the  Committee  state 
they  intend  making  an  enquiry  "into  the  state  of  leprosy  throughout  the  Colony," 
which  they  learn  to  be  on  the  increase. 

As  a  result  of  this  enquiry  the  Medical  Committee  reporting  to  the  Government  on 
the  7th  of  May,  1827,  recommend  the  removal  of  the  lepers  at  Hcntel  en  Aarde  to 
Robben  Island,  "  making  it  at  once  an  hospital  and  a  place  of  quarantine  for  all 
cases  affected  with  the  disease." 

In  1829  the  Government  again  consulted  the  Medical  Committee  with  reference  to 
the  proposed  establishment  at  Eobben  Island  as  to  accommodation  required  and  the 
appointment  of  a  Resident  Medical  Officer ;  and  the  Medical  Committee  in  March  and 
subsequently  again  in  July  wrote  strongly  urging  the  removal  of  all  lepers  to  the  island. 

No  steps,  however,  were  taken,  and  nothing  further  was  done  to  deal  with  this 
matter. 

Until  1842,  on  the  occasion  of  the  appointment  of  a  successor  to  the  district  surgeon 
of  Caledon,  it  became  necessary  to  consult  tlie  Medical  Committee  as  to  regulations 
required  in  regard  to  the  leper  institution  at  Hemel  cn  Aarde.  The  Medical  Committee 
before  reporting  made  enquiry  into  the  condition  of  that  establishment,  from  which  we 
learn  there  had  been  58  lepers  under  treatment,  of  whom  five  had  died  of  erysipelas  of 
the  face  during  the  interval  oi  the  visits  of  the  medical  officer.  In  an  able  and  clear 
report  dated  27th  June,  1842,  the  Committee  state  in  reply  what  opinions  and  recom- 
mendations had  already  been  offered  to  the  Government  on  this  subject,  and  go  on  to 
say  :— 

"To the  above- united  opinions  of  medical  officers  and  the  Medical  Committee 
during  the  last  20  years,  the  present  Committee  consider  it  an  imperative  duty  to 
give  it  as  their  unanimous  and  decided  opinion  that  the  leper  institution  at  Hemel 
en  Aarde  does  not  in  any  way  answer  the  ends  for  which  it  was  intended  by  a 
benevolent  Government." 

After  recapitulating  the  objections  to  Ileinel  en  Aarde,  the  Committee  recommend 
the  removal  of  the  institution  to  Roliben  Island,  "  as  being  in  every  way  peculiarly 
well  adapted  for  such  an  establishment." 

"  In  all  these  important  and  essential  points  the  station  of  liobben  Island  will 
be  found  a  preferable  situation  to  any  other  in  the  Colony  for  the  reception  and 
treatment  of  a  disease  at  once  loathsome  and  intractable  in  its  nature,  and  for  the 
extinction  of  which  considerable  sums  have  been  expended,  but  without  the  desired 
effect  of  preventing  its  increase  through  hereditary  cause,  the  only  certain  60Ui'C« 
■yvhich  has  been  hitherto  duly  ascertained." 
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The  Medical  Committee  in  their  report  clearly  contemplated  the  forcible  removal 
and  detention  of  all  lepei's,  not  only  from  HenieJ  en  Aarde,  but  from  the  whole  Colony. 

Hemel  en  Anrde  had  become  a  place  of  call  for  travellers  to  and  from  the  seaside,  so 
that  it  is  easy  to  understand  the  opinion  of  the  visiting  physician  who  had  charge  of  the 
institution  that  "  cases  of  leprosy  are  likely  to  remain  prevalent  in  the  district  owing 
to  the  continued  intereom-se  the  lepers  have  with  the  colom-ed  classes." 

No  immediate  decision  was  arrived  at.  A  further  report  was  called  for  and  a 
Board  of  medical  officers,  consisting  of  Dr.  St.  John,  Inspector  of  Colonial  Hospitals; 
Dr.  Forrest,  Staff-Surgeon  ;  and  Duncan  Menzies,  Surgeon  to  the  4oth  Regiment,  was 
asked  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  subject. 

In  a  repoii,  dated  7th  January,  1844,  the  opinions  and  recommendations  of  the 
Supreme  Medical  Committee  were  confirmed,  the  Board  going  on  to  say : — 

"  We,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  leper  establishment  at  Heinel  en  Aarde 
and  at  Algoa  Bay  be  abolished  and  the  lepers  be  transferred  to  Robben  Island, 
it  being  a  place  .well  suited  for  such  cases,  where  the  diseased  will  be  kept  together 
and  liave  no  communication  with  healthy  siibjects." 

Eobben  Island  at  this  period  was  used  as  a  penal  settlement,  and  was  under  the 
care  of  a  military  officer  who  was  stjded  the  Commandant.  A  lucrative  fishery 
was  carried  on  by  this  gentleman,  and  before  the  island  could  be  used  for  the 
purpose  suggested,  the  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  State  was  required  for 
tlie  removal  of  the  convicts  and  to  fix  the  compensation  to  be  paid  to  the  Com- 
mandant for  his  fishery.  Consequently  a  Report  Avas  transmitted  from  the  Honourable 
Mr.  Montagu,  Colonial  Secretary,  recommending  the  removal  to  Robben  Island,  of : — 

1.  The  sick  and  decrepit  convicts  who  are  unfit  for  a  road  party. 

2.  The  lepers  (or  as  he  calls  it,  leper  and  pauper  establishments)  at  Hemel  en 

Aai'de  and  Uitenliage. 
'6.  The  paupei's  from  the  pauper  Establisment  near  the  S.  A.  College. 
4.  The  lunatics  from  the  Somerset  Hospital,  now  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital. 

The  number  of  inmates  proposed  to  be  removed  to  Robben  Island  was,  in 
December,  1844 : — 

Sick  of  Chronic  Diseases   .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Lunatics  in  Somerset  Hospital  .  .  .  .  51 

Paupers  in  Asylum  Cape  Town  .  .  .  .  101 

Lepers  in  Establishments  .  .  .  .  <56 

Total  225 

Lord  Stanley,  Secretary  of  State,  did  not  wait  long  to  give  his  approval  to  this 
scheme ;  replying  on  the  IHth  May,  1845,  he  says  he  has  already  instructed  the  removal 
of  the  military  convicts  to  Van  Dieman's  land  and  he  continues : — 

"  I  have  now  therefore  to  authorize  you  to  carry  those  arrangements  into 
effect  with  the  exception  of  the  transfer  to  Robben  Island  of  the  paupers  in  the 
asylum  at  Cape  Town,  to  which  in  my  opinion  there  are  obvious  objections." 

The  year  1845,  therefore  saw  the  foundation  of  the  Robben  Island  Establishment ; 
it  must,  however,  be  noted  that  the  Supreme  Medical  Committee  never  contemplated 
the  removal  of  lunatics  and  chronic  sick  to  Robben  Island ,  but  recommended  on  the  con- 
trary the  removal  of  all  the  lepers  in  the  Colony  to  Robben  Island  as  a  safe  and  easy 
method  of  quarantine  and  keeping  healthy  persons  li'om  intercourse  -with  the  lepers. 
This  recommendation  was  not,  liowcver,  adhered  to  ;  the  number  of  lepers  admitted  to 
Robben  Island  this  year  (1845)  was  37,  while  56  were  in  the  two  leproserics  on  the 
mainland. 

It  was  not  long  befoie  it  was  to  become  apparent  that  Robben  Island  had  many 
disadvantages  as  a  site  for  an  Asylum  and  Infirmary.  In  the  year  1854  the  House 
of  Assembly  appointed  a  Select  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  Robben  Island 
Establishment,  and  in  a  report  to  the  House  the  Committee  say : — 

"  They  feel  they  ought  not  to  omit  to  state  that  they  are  of  opinio u  that  there 
should  1)6  an  alteration  in  the  present  management  of  the  Establishment,  and  that 
the  s}  stem  which  removes  the  unfortunate  sufferers  under  diseases  of  the  most 
aftiiuti^e  nature  from  the  sympathy,  attention  and  kinducf-s  of  their  friends  and 
ivlalivpN  U)  a  distance,  or  in  a  position  Vi'hieh  renders  their  visit  almost  iuipossible, 
is  line  o})posed  to  the  better  feeliiig  of  liumanity  ;  and  the  Cuiumitlee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  management  of  these  institutions  is  not  likely  to  be  satisfac- 
tory ox  beneficial  either  to  the  (jovernmeut  or  people,  when  the  places  in  whiuli 


they  are  conducted  ns  in  the  c;!  ,o  of  Rohben  Island,  are  removed  hey ond  tlie 
obserYation  of  the  pnblie.  The  Committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the 
Government  slionid  as  soon  a,s  practicable,  remove  the  asylums  for  the  lunatics, 
lepers,  and  chronic  sick  from  Eobben  Island  which  they  believe  to  be  unfavourably 
situated  for  such  institutions." 

In  the  following  year  (1855)  the  House  of  Assembly  was  constrained  again  to 
approach  this  subject,  and  a  Select  Committee  was  appointed  "to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  most  suitable  arrangements  for  providing  for  limatics,  lepers,  and  chronic 
sick,"  which,  concurring  in  the  opinion  expressed  before,  said : — 

"  Your  Committee  beg  to  report  that  they  are  of  opinion,  and  in  ^vhich  they 
have  the  cordial  and  unanimous  opinion  of  all  medical  men  who  have  favoured 
them  with  their  vieAvs  on  the- subject,  that  the  present  est abli slim ent  on  Robben 
Island,  from  its  isolated  position  and  difficulty  of  access,  sliould  be  removed  to  some 
suitable  situation  on  the  mainland. 

"  The  lepers,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  Avould  be  better  located  near 
one  of  the  Moravian  Institutions  should  the  missionaries  be  willing  to  undertake 
the  supervision  of  these  unfortunate  beings,  which  the  Committee  have  reason  to 
believe  they  Avould  do  if  satisfactory  arrangements  can  be  made  ;  but  if  this  plan 
is  found  to  be  unadvisable,  ihey  would  then  propose  that  a  suitable  spot  be  sclented 
in  some  secluded  sitiiation  convenient  for  forming  an  establishment  on  a  some- 
what similar  plan  to  that  formerly  adopted  at  Jlcmvl  en  Aarde,  simply  correcting 
-whatever  might  have  been  foimd  objectionable  in  that  system." 

The  Robben  Island  establishment  had  during  this  period  been  growing  sloMdy, 
though  it  would  not  appear  to  have  been  attractive  to  the  leper  patients,  as  the 
following  returns  will  show  : — 


1  Patients 

Patients 

. !     in  1848. 

in  1852. 

Paupers  and  Chronic  Sick 

..  92 

141 

Lunatics 

.  .  i  78 

83 

Lepers 

■■i 

62 

Totals 

i  243 

i 

286 

No  steps,  however,  were  taken  in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  Select  Committee, 
but  the  subject  was  not  allowed  to  be  lost  sight  of,  and  we  find  six  years  later,  the  House 
of  Assembly  passed  a  resolution  calling  on  his  Excellency  the  Grovernor,  Sir  Philip 
Wodehouse : — 

"  To  appoint  a  Commission  to  inspect  and  examine  the  lunatic  and  chronic  sick 
institutions  at  Robben  Island  ;  and  to  report  upon  the  suitability  of  the  establishment 
as  at  present  constituted,  the  natiu'e  of  the  accomodation  provided  for  each  branch, 
the  facilities  of  communication  and  all  other  matters  connected  with  the  general 
management  of  the  establishment,  with  a  viev,-  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
unfortunate  afflicted  inmates  and  generally  to  improve  theii"  present  condition." 

On  the  25th  October,  1861,  the  Commission  was  appointed,  consisting  of  J.  R. 
Taylor,  Esq.,  O.B.,  Inspeetor-Greneral  of  Hospitals,  J.  Laing,  Esq.,  M.D.,  J.  Abercrombie, 
Sen.,  Esq.,  M.D.,  J.  R.  Innes,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  J.  H.  Munnik,  Esq.,  M.L.A.,  J.  C. 
Silberbaur,  Esq.,  M.L.A.,  J.  T.  Eustace,  Esq.,  Thos.  Tinley,  Esq.  This  Commission, 
with  Dr.  Taylor  as  chairman,  sat  and  took  evidence  from  November,  1861,  to  April 
1862,  Avhen  an  exceedingly  valuable  report  Avas  presented,  much  of  which  is  not  only 
of  interest  but  of  great  practical  importance  to-day,  as  illustrating  the  difficulties  and 
deficiencies  of  an  establishment  which  seemed  destined  to  remain  for  a  loiig  time  in  the 
way  of  a  better  and  more  satisfactory  arrangement  for  the  care  and  comfort  of  the  sick 
in  body  and  infirm  in  mind. 

Much  of  this  very  valuable  report  deserves  to  be  quoted. 

"  The  difficulties  of  access  to  the  island  and  the  discomforts  and  iuoouveniences 
of  the  passage  "  are  referred  to,  and  the  report  goes  on  to  say  : — 


'"We  are  indeed  unable  to  adduce  any  compensating  circumstances  at  all 
siifficient  to  counterbalance  the  disadvantages  of  its  present  isolated  position." 
"  From  the  gradual  growth  of  the  institution  *  *  *  the  advantage  of  space 
accommodation  has  long  ceased  to  recommend  the  island  as  a  suitable  site.  *  * 
The  salubrity  of  the  position  for  the  class  of  persons  forming  the  inmates  of  the 
infirmary  is  very  doubtful.  The  lepers  complain  that  the  island  is  too  damp  for 
them  and  it  may  readily  be  conceived  that  to  such  sufferers,  as  also  to  the  aged 
paupers  and  chronic  sick  in  all  of  whom  the  circulation  is  languid  and  imperfect, 
there  must  be  more  than  ordinary  sensitiveness  to  the  strong  prevailing  winds  to 
which  the  island  from  its  bleakness  is  so  completely  exposed. 

"  The  total  isolation  of  lepsrs  from  the  rest  of  the  community  which  the 
impediments  to  ready  intercommunication  between  the  island  and  the  mainland 
would  effect,  was  one  recommendation  for  sending  this  class  of  patient  to  llobben 
Island,  it  was  lu-ged  they  would  be  under  a  most  severe  quarantine  '  and 
in  most  perfect  seclusion.'  The  diseased  it  was  thought  could  thus  be  segregated 
and  excluded  from  intercourse  with  the  healthy,  and  although  the  compulsory 
transfer  of  all  afHicted  by  leprosy  to  the  island  was  not  contemplated,  5'et  it  was 
thought  that  if  a  comfortable  asylum  were  provided  for  them  there,  the  afflicted 
with  leprosy  would  readily  resort  to  it,  and  that  in  the  course  of  time,  from  this 
voluntary  isolation,  hereditary  transmission  would  cease,  and  the  disease  eventually 
disappear.  This  has  not  been  the  case  in  any  appreciable  degree,  while  the 
difficulties  of  access  to  the  island,  on  which  the  expectation  -^as  based,  are  found 
to  have  compromised  the  utility  of  this  branch  of  the  infirmary,  and  at  the  san^e 
time,  to  have  detracted  largely  from  the  welfare  and  comforts  of  its  inmates. 

-"The  anticipated  advantages,  therefore,  from  a  general  infirmary  on  llobben 
Island,  which  led  to  its  formation,  have  not  in  our  opinion  been  realised.  The 
expense  it  was  intended  to  avoid  has  been  in  part,  if  not  full}',  already  iucxirred, 
and  yet  without  adequate  accommodation. 

"  And  on  the  other  hand,  several  weighty  objections  to  the  present  site  of 
the  infirmary  have  been  brought  to  our  notice.  The  inmates  complain  that  the 
passage  between  the  island  and  the  mainland,  frequently  rough  and  protracted, 
seriously  obstructs  intercourse  with  relatives  and  friends.  The  isolated  position  of 
tlie  infirmary  deprives  it  of  the  active  sympathies  and  charities  of  the  benevolent, 
and  withdraws  it,  a  public  institution,  from  a  public  vie^^^  and  from  efficient  inspec- 
tion and  control — of  itself  a  serious  evil.  The  time  Avasted  and  the  discomforts 
and  inconveniences  to  be  encountered  apart  from  risk  are  sufficient  to  deter  most 
persons  from  undertaking  the  voyage.  Hence  visitors  to  the  island  are  very  few, 
and  residence  thei'e  cannot  be  other  than  dvdl,  monotonous  and  jminfully  seques- 
tered. Added  to  this  is  the  dejiressing  effect  on  every  class  of  patients,  resulting 
from  the  aspect  of  the  island  itself,  Avhich  is  bleak,  barren  and  uninviting,  presenting 
little  else  than  rock  alternating  with  sand,  covered  with  a  sparse  and  stunted 
'vegetation.    *    *  * 

"  They  appeared  to  us  also  to  have  other  causes  of  longing  for  removal  to  the 
mainland,  but  they  were  so  vaguely  expressed  that  we  are  disposed  to  regard  them 
as  the  result  of  that  feeling  of  depression  and  weariless  that  must  be  expected  to 
prevail  in  a  community  so  cheerlessly  secluded,  in  which  the  proportion  of  morbid 
to  healthy  life  is  so  reversed,  and  isolation  from  the  scenes  of  everyday  life  so 
entire. 

"  In  connection  with  the  site  or  position  of  the  infirmary  we  AA'ould  fmther 
remark  that  it  greatly  complicates  the  system  of  supplies.  It  necessitates  the 
maintenance  of  a  cargo  boat  or  of  a  steam  boat  *  *  *  of  the  necessary  ac- 
commodation for  butcher,  baker,  casual  visitors,  &e.  *  *  *  And  it  may  also 
be  added  as  an  objection  to  this  present  site  not  altogether  to  be  overlooked  that  it 
renders  the  institution  unavailable  for  purposes  of  training  and  experience  in 
lunacy  and  other  diseases,  to  which  if  more  conveniently  situated  it  might  be 
very  usefully  applied. 

"  Wlien  the  general  infirmary  was  on  a  smaller  scale  than  at  present,  the 
objection  to  place  in  the  hands  of  one  individual  the  man}'  diities  and  respon- 
sibilities that  now  atiach  to  the  office  of  Surgeon  Superintendent,  would  naturally 
be  less  cogent  and  obvious.  *  *  *  *  The  two  classes  (of  duties)  are  moreover 
occasionally  so  confiicting  as  to  render  it  difficult  for  one  and  the  same  person, 
without  risk  to  himself  or  to  the  character  of  the  institution  to  discharge  both. 
*  *  *  *-  "Whilst  he  ought  not  to  be  subject  to  the  conflicting  responsibilities 
attendant  on  the  two  classes  of  duties  which  at  present  devolve  upon  him — namely 
the  maintenance  of  health  and  discipline. 
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"The  objections  to  the  present  site  of  the  general  infirmary  wliic-h  we 
have  considered  and  discussed  in  a  former  part  of  this  report  induce  us  uujinim- 
ously  to  recommend  the  removal  of  the  entire  establishment  to  the  mainland  ; 
and  we  are  of  opinion  that  on  removal,  tlie  lunatic  asylum  should  be  a  distinct 
institution  placed  under  a  system  of  supervision  and  management  specially  appli- 
cable to  the  treatment  of  mental  disease. 

"The  chronic  sick,  the  lepers,  and  infirm  would,  it  appears  to  us,  be  best 
provided  for  by  the  creation  of  separate  infirmary  wards  but  in  inmi(Mlia1e  connec- 
tion Avith  the  New  Somerset  lIos])ital,  so  as  to  be  placed  under  one  and  the  same 
medical  supervision  and  the  same  general  management.  We  woidd  fui-ther  take 
leave  to  suggest  that  similar  infirmary  wards  for  the  chronic  sick,  the  lepers  a.nd 
the  infirm,  should  be  attached  to  all  hospitals  throughout  the  Colony,  maintained 
either  wholly  oi'  in  part  at  the  public  expense. 

"  Should  it  be  impracticable  or  inexpedient  to  carry  out  at  present  the 
removal  of  the  Kobben  Island  establishment  to  the  mainland,  and  the  re-organiza- 
tion we  have  recommended,  the  defects  which  we  have  pointed  out  in  our  remarks 
on  the  nature  and  extent  of  building  accommodation  on  the  island  will  sufficiently 
indicate  the  alterations  and  improvements  which  we  believe  to  be  urgently 
neccessary. 

"  But  whether  the  removal  and  re-organization  we  have  recommended 
be  or  be  not  effected,  Ave  regard  as  indispensable  a  change  in  the  method  of 
management  conformable  with  our  remarks  on  the  objections  to  the  present 
system.  The  change  to  Avhicli  we  refer  consists  in  a  division  of  tlie  duties  and 
responsibilities  which  now  devolve  solely  on  the  surgeon  superintendent. 

'■  The  board  appointed  in  November,  1853,  was  of  opinion  that  the  Eobbeii 
Island  establishment  was  too  large  and  the  responsibility  too  great  to  be  entrusted 
to  one  man  alone,  and  that  there  should  be  a  governor  or  civil  superintendent  with 
magisterial  power.  In  this  Ave  concur  and  ])ropose  to  adopt  the  princi])les  recently 
introduced  into  the  liospitals  of  Her  Majesty's  Service. 

"Whilst  the  sphere  of  duty  assigned  to  the  medical  officer  shnuhl  be  thu.s 
limited  to  the  t  reatment  of  the  sick  luider  1us  care,  to  prescribing  and  reconnnend- 
iug  on  behalf  ol'  his  patients  and  reporting  !;is  ]iri)ceedings,  both  medical  and  sani- 
tary, to  tliose  to  whom  he  is  resjionsible,  tlie  superintendent  should  be  vested  Avith 
sufficient  poAvers  to  exercise  authority  over  all  subordinate  otfieers,  servants  and 
inmates  to  enable  him  to  uphold  and  be  accountable  for  the  good  conduct,  discip- 
line, and  efficiency  of  the  Avhole  establishment.  But  all  punishments  and  other 
acts  of  discipline  he  ought  to  record  with  the  cause,  and  they  ought  to  be  subject 
to  revicAV." 

It  was  not,  hoAve\"er,  considered  expedient  to  undertake  the  removal  of  the 
institution  from  Robben  Island.  In  so  far  the  recommendations  of  the  Commission 
was  to  bear  no  fruit. 

Under  a  neAV  regime  the  establishment  Avas  to  become  popular  and  successful. 

With  the  year  1863  a  useful  series  of  reports  on  Eobben  Island  begins,  presented 
annually  to  Parliament  by  the  surgeon  superintendent,  Avhieh  throAvs  a  good  deal  of  light 
on  the  working  of  the  institution.  From  a  study  of  these  reports  Ave  find  already  early 
the  high  mortality  among  the  lepers  attracted  th(!  attention  of  the  surgeon  superinten- 
dent who  reported  in  IStio  the  rate  of  mortality  amongst  the  leper  patients  during  the 
}  ear  as  being  12-91  per  cent,  and  states  that 

"  The  patients  afflicted  Avith  this  disease  it  is  noticed  succumb  most  rapidly  from 
the  slightest  attack  of  cold,  diarrhcca.,  &c," 

And  it  is  further  noted  that  : — 

"  The  majority  of  deatlis  took  place  during  the  first  four  mouths  of  the  year,  and 
not  in  the  Avinter  mouths,  and  not  being  in  accordance  with  the  general  idea  that 
the  climate  of  the  island  during  the  A\inter  months  is  so  prejudicial  to  this  class, 
and  Avhicli  has  been  used  as  a  pretext  for  removal  to  the  mainland." 

In  1864  it  is  again  stated  that  notAvithstanding  the  mildness  of  the  Avinter  the 
niortalitj'  AA'as  very  high  12'50  per  cent. 

In  1865,  in  reporting  upon  the  mortality  among  the  leper  ])atieuts,  an  intei'csting 
case  is  referred  to  of  the  death,  from  an  advanced  form  of  the  disease,  of  a  young 
patient,  10  years  old,  born  on  the  island  of  leprous  parents. 

And  tlie  reports  runs  on  to  say : — 

"  Nothing  could  be  more  imfortunate  for  the  interests  and  Avell-being  of  the 
inhabitants  thau  the  destruetiou  of  the  new  jetty  during  the  gale  upon  the  17th 
May.    Its  usefulness  Avas  xnidijubted,  the  facility  Avith  Avhicli  passengers  and  stores 
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were  landed,  eveu  in  the  heaviest  weather,  being  remarkable,  and  its  los^s  lias 
necessitated  a  return  to  the  old  system  of  working  the  lunatic  patients  in  the 
water.  _  The  erection  of  a  stronger  structure  and  upon  a  different  site  has  been 
determined  on." 

The  sanguine  expectation  of  the  surgeon  superintendent  remains  to  this  day 
unfulfilled. 

Living  as  the  lepers  did  on  the  island,  without  any  attempt  being  made  to  employ 
them  or  to  exercise  any  but  the  faintest  vestige  of  authority,  it  is  to  be  expected  that 
trouble  shoidd  arise  from  their  lazy  and  dirty  habits.  It  is  remarkable,  therefore,  that, 
speaking  of  the  lepers,  in  1866,  the  sm'geon  superintendent  says : — 

"  The  general  conduct  of  this  class  has  been  good  throughout  the  year,  five 
cases  of  insubordinate  behavioiu'  alone  having  occurred.  The  indiscriminate  use 
of  the  dagga  plant,  Avhicli  these  patients  constantly  smoked  to  excess,  has  been, 
to  a  great  extent,  stopped,  none  being  allowed  to  be  brought  on  the  island,  though 
several  attempts  to  smuggle  it  sewn  up  in  the  lining  of  their  clothing  have  been 
detected.  The  excitement  and  unpleasant  symptoms  produced  by  it  being  a 
frequent  cause  of  insubordinate  conduct." 

But  the  unrestrained  intercoiu'se  between  the  sexes  could  not  fail  to  be  noticed 
soon,  and  as  the  Medical  Committee,  on  their  visit  of  inspection,  report : — 

"  In  1869,  the  presence  of  two  very  3  ouug  infants  in  the  leper  wards,  born 
less  than  two  months  ago,  demands  very  pal}iably  the  necessity  for  stricter  sur- 
veillance and  for  the  absolute  separation  of  the  sexes  among  these  miserably 
affected  persons." 

The  sia-geon  superintendent,  replying  to  this,  throws  much  light  on  the  condition 
of  the  lepers  on  Itobbeu  Island,  which  makes  clear  the  absence  of  any  attempt  at 
segregation  : — 

"  The  occasional  births  in  the  lejier  wards  is,  and  has  been,  a  source  of  great 
anxiety  to  the  superintendent,  but  over  which,  with  the  present  buildings  and 
arrangements,  he  has  no  control,  and  has  been  the  subject  of  correspondence 
between  himself  and  the  Grovernment  repeatedly.  *  *  *  *  The  only  pre- 
cautions that  can  be  taken  are  taken.  No  male  patients  are  permitted  to  enter  the 
female  wards,  these  Avards  being  locked  up  every  evening  at  sunset.  But  so 
long  as  the  female  patients  are  at  liberty  to  wander  about  tlie  island  during  the 
day,  and  the  lepers  of  both  sexes  are  permitted  when  they  wish  as  now  to  have 
leave  of  absence  to  visit  Cape  Town  for  fourteen  days  at  a  time,  and  so  long  (as  is 
only  right)  as  they  can  claim  their  discharge  at  any  time,  the  stricter  surveil- 
lance expected  by  the  Committee,  even  if  exercised,  would  be  useless,  and  the 
result,  now  deplored,  would  not  be  ol^viated.  The  recommendations  of  the  super- 
intendent upon  this  subject  to  the  Covernment  have  been  several.  One  proposal 
was  to  remove  the  female  lepers  to  Cape  Town,  and  fill  up  their  wards  with  males. 
A  second  was  to  have  a  European  man  and  woman  as  special  superintendents  in 
order  to  check  irregularities.  A  third  was  to  do  away  with  all  the  little  huts  about 
the  wards,  wljicli  arc  ostensibly  used  by  this  class  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
poultry,  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  which  they  visit  Cape  Town,  and  indvdge 
in  excess,  but  Avhich  huts  in  reality  are  used  by  them  to  meet  together  in  ;  and 
during  the  past  year,  on  two  occasions,  when  male  and  female  lepers  have  been 
found  together  in  them,  the  huts  have  been  immediately  removed." 

In  1870  the  sm-geon  superintendent  again  returns  to  the  subject,  and  says  :— 

"  Living  in  these  wards  during  the  year  have  been  nine  destitute  children,  all 
the  children  of  lepers,  the  parents  being  either  inmates  or  having  died.  Of  these 
three  have  been  discharged  with  their  parents  and  one  has  died,  leaving  five  resident 
on  the  31st  December,  1870.  Though  no  birth  has  taken  place  in  tlie  female  leper 
wards  during  the  past  year,  yet  the  same  laxity  and  the  immorality  of  conduct  still 
exist.  Much  discontent  was  caused  amongst  this  class  by  the  removal  of  the  mud 
huts  which  foi'  many  years  they  had  been  permitted  to  erect  near  theii-  wards  os- 
tensibly for  keeping  poultry,  but  Avhich  wore  used  for  many  other  purposes;  and 
the  rule  that  no  patient  should  in  future  be  allowed  to  keep  poultry  Avas  authorised 
Avhen  these  nuisances  were  swept  away." 

As  a  consequence  of  these  recommendations,  in  1871  it  is  reported  thnt  in  April  ul 
that  year  "  all  the  female  lepers  Avere  removed  to  the  Old  Kjomerset  Hoopilal,  a  measure 
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which  has  been  so  long  rocnmmonded  and  so  much  desired  and  lias  been  prodiiefive  of  the 
best  results  ;  much  better  order  and  quietness  being  maintained  now  than  formerly  in 
the  male  wards,  and  a  great  scandal  removed  from  the  institution." 

The  necessity  of  removing  the  Eol)bcn  Island ,  establishments  to  the  mainlan<l 
had  been  kept  before  the  authorities.  We  find  an  important  Committee  was 
appointed  in  1871  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  enquire  into  and  re]iort  upon  the 
advisability  or  otherwise  of  removing  the  establishment  of  lepers  and  lunatics  from 
Eobbon  Island  to  the  mainland. 

This  Committee  in  their  report  say,  speaking  of  the  dilapidated  condition  of  tlu' 
buildings,  they 

"  would  recommend  that  these  last  should  be  put  into  a  sound  and  habitable  con- 
dition, and  such  necessary  repairs  effected  until  the  removal  of  the  institution  to 
the  mainland- -should  that  course  hereafter  be  determined  on — be  finally  settled." 

While  tlie  removal  of  the  patients  from  Robben  Island  was  contemplated,  the 
cost  of  the  imdertaking  stood  in  the  way.  An  expensive  asylum  on  the  mainland 
was  to  be  built  at  Tokai,  and  in  the  following  year,  1872,  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  was  appointed  "  on  the  Robben  Island  establishment,  instructed 
to  take  up  the  Report  and  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Select  Committee  of  last 
Session,  and  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  with  power  to  take  evidence  and  call  for 
papers." 

This  Committee  met  at  Robben  Island  to  inspect  the  buildings,  called  only  one 
witness,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  report  that : — 

"  After  having  carefully  ■\^'eighed  all  the  evidence  it  was  deemed  necessary 
to  take,  it  has  adopted  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  it  is  not  desirnble  that  the 
establishment  at  Robben  Island  should  be  remove<l  to  the  maiulaiid." 

The  location  of  the  lepers  on  Robben  Island  did  not,  however,  give  sal  is  faction. 
In  1874,  a  Special  Commission  was  appointed  to  inspect  and  report  ujion  the 
Robben  Island  Lunatic  and  Pauper  Asylum^  and  they  say  in  their  report,  inlcf  ulin  : — 

The  Commission  recommend  that  the  lepers  now  accommodated  on  the 
island  be  removed  elsewhere,  or  that  new  quarters  hp  constructed  for  their 
accommodation.  They  are  now  so  badly  located  that  they  are  a  nuisauci.-  and  a 
danger  to  the  health  of  the  other  inhabitants' of  the  island." 

The  policy  of  allowing  the  lepers  to  return  to  the  mainland  for  leave  of  absence 
was  productive  of  great  trouble  ;  thus  in  1875,  the  surgeon  superintendent  comjtlains 
of  the  insubordinate  conduct  of  the  lepers,  and  deplores  the  miserable  state  in  which 
lepers  return  after  liaving  had  leave  to  visit  the  mainland,  with  their  Avounds,  A\'hich  had 
been  healed  up  and  in  a  healthy  condition,  in  a  woi'se  state  than  -whm  they  wevo  first 
admitted. 

To  other  troubles  on  the  island  was  to  be  added  the  water  supply,  which  gave 
occasion  for  anxiety  and  trouble,  and,  in  1876,  it  is  noted  by  the  superintendent : — 

"  I  have  further  to  urge  upon  the  Government  the  necessity  of  improving  the 
supply  of  water.  *  *  To  obtain  this  object  I  beg  to  propose  that  a  small  engine 
should  be  prociu'ed  worked  by  our  men  to  keep  the  tanks  filled,  so  that  the  carting 
of  water  labour  and  the  use  of  so  many  patients  coidd  be  dispensed  with,  and  1 
may  add  the  employment  of  these  men  daily  and  especially  during  the  summer 
months  nmst  tell  upon  them  in  a  very  great  degree. " 

Every  endeavour  seems  to  have  been  made  by  the  officials  on  the  island  to 
anu-.liorate  the  condition  of  the  unhappy  sufferers  on  the  island  and  freqiiently  atten- 
tion is  drawn  to  their  requirements,  for  example,  in.  the  1880  report,  tlie  Chaplain,  liev. 
A.  R.  M.  VVilshere,  says: — 

"  These  afflicted  people  demand  our  deepest  sympathj;^  and  I  earnestly  hope 
that  they  will  soon  be  removed  to  some  place  where  they  could  employ  themselves 
in  rearing  vegetables  and  gardening.  To  me  no  place  seems  so  unsuitable  for  thorn 
as  this  island.  The  bitterly  cold  air  in  the  wet  season  drives  them  into  their  rooms 
and  beds ;  and  in  siminier  the  dry  and  dusty  soil  is  unsuitable  for  gardening, 
whilst  I  fully  believe  that  all  who  are  afflicted  with  this  disease  ought  to  be 
gathered  together  and  not  allowed  to  go  amongst  their  fellow  men.  I  think  this 
object  would  be  best  attained  by  locating  them  outside  villages  with  certain 
boundaries.  Here  they  feel  themselves  so  far  from  human  sympathies  that  they 
rpore  frec^uently  wish  to  obtain  permits  to  visit  the  mainland.    *    *    *  " 
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At  tliis  period  public  foeling  demanded  that  more  stringeut  laws  should  bo  passed 
to  segregate  all  lepers,  ai^d  as  a  consequence,  in  1883,  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  was  appointed  to  enquire  into  and  report  upon  the  spread  of  leprosy  and 
the  best  means  to  cheek  tbe  same.  This  Committee,  eonsistiiig  of  Dr.  Atherstone, 
M  essrs.  De  8midt,  M.  J.  de  Villiers,  Dii  Preez  and  T.  Ijouw,  report  : — 

"  1.  That  leprosy  prevails  extensively  in  this  Colony  and  is  steadily  spreading 
among  both  white  and  coloured  classes. 

"  2.  That  no  efficient  steps  bave  been  fallen  hitherto  to  prevent  the  spread  of  tliis 
loathsome  disease,  and  to  avert  the  terrible  evils  which  threaten  soeiet}' 
through  lieredity  and  in  other  ways  from  the  indiscriminate  intercourse  and 
intermarriage  of  lepers  with  other  classes  of  the  community. 

"  3.  That  it  has  been  conchisively  proved  to  yom^  Committee  that  by  proper 
measures,  energetically  and  efiiciently  carried  out,  it  is  possible  to  arrest  the 
further  progress  of  the  disease,  and  ultimately  to  stamp  it  out  altogether. 

"4.  That  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object  an  Act  for  the  compulsory 
.  segregation  of  all  lepers  is  necessary,  and  the  establishment  of  leper 
institutions  in  suitable  localities  where  perfect  isolation  can  be  secured. 

"  Your  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  for  the  protection  of  the  public  and  in 
the  interests  of  humanity  as  well  as  of  the  sutferers  themselves,  that  the  Government 
should  as  early  as  possible  take  steps  to  secure  the  passing  of  a  '  Compulsory  Leper  Act ' 
and  the  commencement  of  a  system  of  isolation  and  curative  treatment." 

The  Committee  did  not  take  long  to  deliberate  but  in  seven  sittings  proceeded  to 
deal  with  one  of  the  most  difficult  and  knotty  problems  any  body  can  be  called  upon 
to  deal  with.  During  this  period  nine  witnesses  were  examined  and  the  Commission 
paid  a  visit  to  Robben  Island. 

The  enquiry  of  this  Committee  cannot  in  any  sense  be  said  to  be  complete ;  there 
was  no  conclusive  evidence  to  shoAv  either  the  extent  to  which  leprosy  prevailed  in 
the  Colony  or  that  it  was  sj)reading,  while  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  various  wit- 
nesses  examined  as  to  the  contagion  or  heredity  of  the  disease  were  not  supported 
by  that  array  of  closely  observed  facts  and  cogent  reasons  that  r.ne  would  have 
regarded  as  a  condition  precedent  of  a  compulsory  Segregation  Act.  Nevertlieless,  the 
Committee  felt  themselves  able  to  recommend  the  House  of  Assembly  to  enforce 
a  Leper  Segregation  Act,  Avith  all  its  attendant  severities  and  hardships. 

Although  the  following  year,  1884,  saw  the  passing  of  the  Lejn-osy  Repression 
Act,  it  was  not  found  convenient  to  promulgate  it  at  once. 

No  one  knew  the  extent  to  which  leprosy  prevailed  and  what  amount  of  accom- 
modation would  be  required. 

In  1885,  the  sm^geon  superintendent  saj's  in  a  report  wliich  is  interesting  on 
account  of  the  contemplated  compulsory  segregatioir  of  lepers  on  Robben  Island  : — 

"  The  requirements  of  this  large  and  decaying  establishment  involve  an 
amount  of  active  supervision  and  constant  patch  work  which  fritter  away  much 
valuable  time  and  money,  and  in  the  long  run  it  would  be  more  economical  and 
efficient  to  re-arrange  and  re-organise  the  whole  of  the  establishment  by  adopting 
some  suitable  plan  of  gradual  extension  and  expansioia  of  such  buildings  and 
enclosures  as  we  have ;  the  great  waste  of  fuel,  the  obstructions  in  landing  cargo 
safely,  the  badly  arranged  water  supply,  the  over-crowding  of  the  yards  and  the 
absence  of  industrial  or  other  agencies  for  employing  or  amusing  the  insane 
through  the  long  hours  of  daylight,  whether  the  weather  be  fine  or  wet,  are  all 
subjects  of  anxiety  which  admit  surely  of  some  early  and  efficient  remedy.    *  * 

"  After  a  stay  of  nearly  two  years,  I  am  now  more  than  ever  convinced  that 
it  is  not  desirable  to  locate  any  more  lepers  on-  Robben  Island,  and  in  this  the 
chaplain  agrees  with  me  entirely.  The  want  of  running  water  for  irrigation  is 
specially  felt  by  a  class  of  patients  who  have  absolutely  nothing  whatever  to  do, 
either  to  employ  or  amuse  themselves.  The  buildings  hitherto  allotted  to  thei]- 
gradual  extinction  have  long  been  a  disgrace  to  the  country  and  are  literally  only 
fit  to  be  burned  down  and  laid  low.  They  have  now  been  replaced  by  a  set  of 
wooden  huts,  which  are  calculated  to  hold  (iO.  As  tlrese  Iruts  ai'e  very  low  and 
without  ceiling,  and  have  already  done  duty  at  Renskey's  Farm  as  small-pox 
wards,  they  are  not  likely  to  last  long,  nor  to  prove  suitable,  Ixnng  extremely  hot 
and  close  in  the  day  time  and  very  cold  at  night. 

"  I  desire  now  more  particularly  to  point  out  the  disadvaiitages  under  which 
the  lepers  are  placed  by  being  located  on  Robben  Island.  The  want  of  running 
water  deprives  them  of  gai*deils.  The  want  of  education  and  industrial  pursuits 
drit'^s  th^sm  to  gfttii.blin^  oi?  loo.flitt^  about  on,  thebeaeh)  and  the  Want  of  a  suitably 
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most  turbulent,  quan-elsome,  insubordinate  lot.  *  *  *  In  tbe  event  of  more 
male  and  female  lepers  being  drafted  over  here,  it  therefore  becomes  a  matter  of 
serious  consideration  what  it  is  possible  to  do  with  these  people.  They  a/e  ioeur- 
able,  they  are  idle,  they  are  gregarious,  barbarous,  and  insolent.  Tliey  has'e 
strong  sexual  instincts.  They  are  uneleanly  in  their  habits,  and  tliey  are  recl^less 
and  defiant  of  all  checks  to  keep  them  within  bomi<l.  Tlie  Alsatia  thus  created 
in  our  midst  is  as  yet  only  in  its  infancy." 

In  1886  arrangements*  for  segregating  female  lepers  on  Eobben  Island  were  made 
and  a  high  Availed  enclosure  at  Murray's  Bay  built  for  compounding  the  female  lepers, 
and  in  1887  the  female  lepers  were  removed  to  Murray's  Bay. 

Again  in  1888  further  reference  is  made  to  the  troubles  from  want  of  power  for 
enforcing  discipline  : — 

"  The  conduct  ol  tlie  male  lepers  has  been  anything  but  satisfactory.  At  all 
times  a  turbulent  and  impudent  class,  they  have  of  late  developed  offensive 
characteristics  which  may  be  expected  to  breed  much  trouble  in  the  not  very 
distant  future." 

The  year  1890  opens  hopefully  with  a  short  mention  of  the  first  attempt  made  on 
the  island  to  record  and  study  cases  of  leprosy  systematically  : — 

"  A  clinical  register  has  been  commenced  and  the  details  of  a  number  of  cases 
taken  down.  Nothing  has  been  brought  to  light  which  can  be  regarded  as  help- 
ing to  ansAver  the  question  as  to  ^\'h.at  extent  a  leprous  person  is  or  is  not  a  source 
of  risk  to  tbe  community  among  wliich  he  may  happen  to  reside  *  *  *  Both 
humanity  and  convenience  suggest  that  segregation  and  transportation  should  be 
as  far  as  possible  divorced,  and  it  might  be  possible  to  arrange  for  local  centres  of 
ti-eatment  and  separation  under  tlie  care  of  the  respecti\-e  district  surgeons  for  the 
more  distant  portions  of  the  Colon  v.'' 

In  1889  a  resolution  of  the  Legislative  Council  was  passed  to  appoint  a  Select 
Committee  to  enquire  into  tlie  spread  of  leprosy  and  to  devise  means  to  check  such 
spread. 

This  Committee  held  six  sittings  and  besides  examining  seven  medical  practitioners, 
obtained  written  opinions  from  a  few  other  niedical  and  two  clerical  gentlemen.  More- 
over a  circular  was  issued  to  all  district  surgeons  and  to  the  G-overnmenis  of  tlie  neigh- 
boming  States  enquiring  as  to  the  prevah-nce  ot  leprosy. 

A  study  of  this  e^'idence  does  not  disclose  that  conclusive  testimony  one  might 
have  expected  in  support  of  the  conclusions  expressed  by  the  committee  as  to  the 
lieredity  and  contagion  of  leprosy. 

The  Committee  state  they  "  are  satisfied  that  wliere  the  disease  has  not  been 
derived  l)y  heredity  from  one  of  the  parents  or  grand-parents  it  has  in  every  instance 
been  contracted  by  means  of  contagion." 

The  Committee  no  doubt  relied  upon  the  weight  of  the  opinion  of  the  medical 
witnesses,  but  in  the  evidence  as  given,  tbere  does  not  appear  to  be  sufficient  discrimina- 
tion between  the  mere  expression  of  opinion  and  the  observation  of  actual  facts. 

The  Committee  made  a  valuable  report  as  showing  clearly  the  number  of  cases 
of  leprosy  in  the  Colony,  but  it  cannot  be  conceded  that  conclusive  evidence  of  a  scieji- 
tific  nature  was  advanced  for  the  conclusions  arrived  at.  Important  and  valuable  as 
the  report  undoubtedly  is,  we  append  it  in  full. 


lti;roRT  of  tlu^  Sf,i,e(  r  Commiti'kk  appointed  by  tlie  Legislative  Council  on  the  25th 
June,  1889,  to  enquire  into  the  spread  of  leprosy  m  the  Colony,  and  to  devise 
means  to  check  such  spread,  with  power  to  take  evidence  a  ad  call  for  pajiers  ; — Tlie 
(Jomraittee  consisting  of  the  Prkmdknt,  Dr.  Athekstoxe,  Messrs.  Neetheinc;, 
Wn.-Moi',  De  ViLEiERs,  Van  hex  LLeever,  and  Hof.mevr  (mover). 

Your  (Jommitte  having  carefully  considered  the  matters  referred  to  tliem  beg  to 
report  as  follows : — 

1.  Iniuiediately  upon  their  appointment  they  directed  circulars  to  be  issued  to  the 
different  district  surgeons  of  the  Colony,  enquiring — 

(«)  As  to  the  number  of  jiersons  in  each  district  sutfering  from  lepros3^ 

{!>)  Whether  the  disease  is  increasing  or  not  in  the  district. 

ic.)  Whether  the  dise.4se  appears  to  be  communiGated  by  contagion^ 

A  HmM«"ai'^    t)ie  iMiHWPvs  i«  jdwnesj^d  to  this  rsjpttirfcf 
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2.  Ynur  Oommittoe  also,  throngli  the  Hononrablo  Colonial  Secretary,  enquired 
from  the  Grovornmeuts  of  ^atal,  British  Becbuanaland,  Basutoland,  the  Orange  Free 
State,  and  the  South  African  liepublie,  as  to  the  spread  of  leprosy  in  those  States,  anX 
the  means  adopted  to  cheek  it.  From  the  answers  sent  to  these  enquiries,  which  are 
also  annexed,  it  will  appear  tliat  the  Grovernments  of  the  above  States  and  Colonies  are 
fully  alive  to  the  dangers  to  ])e  appreheiided  from  the  spread  of  leprosy,  and  that  those 
which  have  not  yet  passed  stringent  moasnres  to  prevent  its  further  spread,  intend  to 
introduce  such  legislation. 

3.  Accompanied  by  fonr  experienced  medical  practitioners,  your  Committee  made 
a  personal  inspection  of  the  Leper  Asylum  on  Eobbeu  Island.  The  evidence  of  these 
gentlemen  and  of  other  witnesses  examined  before  your  Committee  is  annexed, 
together  with  some  important  documentary  evidence  bearing  on  the  subject  of  their 
enquiry. 

4.  The  result  of^  the  enquiry  has  been  in  the  first  place,  to  establish  the  fact  that 
lej)rosy  is  on  the  increase  in  the  Colony.  Many  of  the  district  surgeons  say  that  in 
their  particular  districts  there  is  no  such  increase,  and  others  again  are  unable  to 
express  any  opinion  upon  the  question,  but  in  the  more  populous  districts  of  the 
Colony,  such  as  the  Cape  and  the  Paarl,  and  even  in  some  of  the  outlying  and  less 
populous  districts,  such  as  Alexandria  and  Stockeiistrom,  the  district  surgeons  report 
a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  cases.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  hhat  the 
victims  of  this  loathsome  disease  naturally  endeavour^  to  conceal  it  from  others  as  much 
and  as  long  as  possible,  and  that  many  more  cases  are  sure  to  exist  than  have  come 
under  the  notice  of  the  medical  men  whose  answers  have  been  received,  or  whose 
evidence  has  been  taken.  Your  Committee  estimate  the  number  of  lepers  in  the 
Colony  to  be  upwards  of  600. 

5.  Another  result  of  the  enquiry  has  been  to  remove  any  doubt  that  might  pre- 
viously have  existed  as  to  the  contagiousness  of  tlie  disease.  The  germs  of  the  disease 
often  remain  dormant  in  the  system  for  years,  and  it  therefore  becomes  difficult,  in 
most  instances,  to  trace  the  source  of  the  contagion,  but  yoiu'  Committee  are  satisfied 
that  Avhere  the  disease  has  not  been  derived  by  heredity  from  one  of  the  parents  or 
grandparents,  it  has  in  everj'  instanc-e  been  contracted  by  means  of  contagion.  It  is 
quite  possible  that  the  disease  luay  not  be  conimimicable  except  to  a  person  having  some 
wound  or  abrasion  in  tlie  skin,  but  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  victims  often 
suffer  from  a  discliarge  of  matter  from  the  hands  or  other  liml)s,  it  is  not  difficult  to 
conceive  how  readily  the  disease  may  be  communicated  to  persons  coming  in  contact 
directl}'  or  indirectly  with  the  sufferers. 

6.  ITpon  the  question  whether  the  disease  is  curable  or  not,  the  evidence  is  not 
conclusive,  because  no  systematic  attempts  have  ever  been  made  in  this  Colony  to 
disco\er  a  remedy  or  to  apply  with  care  and  regularity  remedies  which  are  supposed  to 
have  pro\'ed  efficacious  in  other  countries.  Such  evidence,  however,  as  has  been  forth- 
coming certninlj'  tends  to  sxipport  the  view  that  the  disease  is  incurable.  The  dm-ation 
of  life  after  the  disease  has  l)een  contracted,  varies  with  the  constitution  or  the  mode 
of  life  of  the  patients,  but  sooner  or  later  it  seems  to  prove  fatal.  In  the  anaesthetic 
form  of  the  disease  there  is  not  much  actual  physical  pain,  but  in  that  as  well  as  in 
the  tubercular  form,  the  patient  undergoes  a  gradual  physical  and  often  moral  decaj' 
wliieh  renders  him  an  object  peculiarly  deserving  of  the  compassionate  care  of  the  State. 

7.  Besides  the  duty  which  the  State  owes  to  the  unfortunate  lepers  themselves,  it 
owes  a  duty  to  the  rest  of  the  community,  who  are  entitled  to  ask  that  they  should  not 
be  exposed  to  the  risk  of  contagion  through  the  ignorance  and  recklessness  of  the 
persons  affected  by  the  disease.  This  duty  was  recognized  by  the  Grovernment  of  this 
Colony  from  the  time  when  this  disease  was  first  discovered  here,  more  than  a  century 
and  a  half  ago,  and  the  stringent  regulations  of  the  Dutch  law  relating  to  the  isolation 
of  lepers  were  put  into  force.  These  regulations  seem  to  have  been  relaxed  after  the 
British  occupation,  but  in  the  year  1817,  the  institution  at  Hemel  en  Aarde  was  set 
ap'art  by  order  of  Governor  Lord  Charles  Somerset  for  the  reception  of  leprous  persons. 
It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  there  was  complete  segregation,  because  the  lepers 
were  allowed  to  visit  their  friends  and  relatives,  and  no  effective  supervision  existed 
over  the  institution.  In  1846  that  institution  was  relinquished,  and  from  that  time  lepers 
who  were  willing  to  go,  were  sent  to  Robben  Island;  but  there  also  complete  segregation 
has  never  been  practised.  Patients  have  from  time  to  time  been  allowed  to  visit  their 
friends  on  the  mainland,  and  they  are  themselves  visited  every  week  by  friends  from 
the  mainland.  Not  onl3'  are  they  so  visited,  but,  according  to  Dr.  Eoss,  the  surgeon 
superintendent  of  Robben  Island,  they  are  frequently  supplied  with  brandy  which  is 
smuggled  on  to  the  island,  and  they  have  opportunities,  of  which  sonie  seein  to  avail 
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themselves,  of  sexual  intercourse  -with  these  visitors.  It  is  only  fair  to  add  that  this 
latter  statement  is  not  admitted  by  Dr.  Wynne,  the  medical  officer  immediately  in 
charge  of  the  lepers.  The  female  wards  were  enclosed  with  a  high  wall,  and  were  in 
a  pretty  fair  condition ;  but  as  to  the  wards  occupied  by  the  male  patients,  your 
Committee,  after  a  personal  inspection,  can  only  describe  most  of  them  as  being  in  a 
disgraceful  condition.  Through  want  of  means  it  may  have  been  necessary  to  have 
floors  of  porous  soil,  ill-ventilated  rooms  and  want  of  cubic  space,  but  there  is  no 
excuse  for  the  filthy  state  in  which  your  Committee  found  some  of  these  wards,  and 
for  the  neglect  of  all  sanitary  precautions  both  inside  and  outside  these  buildings. 
Your  Committee  did  not  deem  it  part  of  their  duty  to  enquire  whether  the  respt^nsibility 
for  this  state  of  things  rests  with  the  Medical  Board,  or  with  Dr.  lloss,  or  with  Dr. 
Wynne,  but  they  do  think  that  the  institution,  as  conducted,  affords  an  admirable 
illustratife  of  what  ought  to  be  avoided  in  the  management  iif  siniilai'  establishments. 
In  one  of  the  wards,  the  medical  gentlemen  who  accompanied  your  Committee,  found  a 
white  boy  whom  they  pronounced  to  be  quite  free  from  leprosy.  It  is  clear  that  an 
institution  conducted  in  such  a  manner  is  worse  than  useless  as  a  protection  to  the 
unafflicted  portion  of  the  community. 

8.  To  effectually  protect  the  community  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that 
complete  segregation  under  responsible  and  effective  supervision,  and  with  every  possible 
safeguard  against  abuse,  affords  the  only  remedy.  This  might  appear  a  liarsh  measure, 
but  its  necessity  becomes  obvious  when  it  is  found  that  lepers  are  now  allowed  freely 
to  ply  trades  which  bring  them  into  daily  and  immediate  contact  with  the  public,  and  even 
to  make  and  knead  butter  intended  for  sale  to  the  public.  The  disease  is  not  yet  so  universal 
that  it  may  not  be  effectually  coped  with,  but  every  year's  delay  will  make  the  task  a 
more  difficult  one.  With  oui'  diversified  population,  including  races  of  the  lowest  type, 
many  of  whom  do  not  appreciate  the  dangers  arising  from  contagion,  and  have  not  the 
most  elementary  notions  of  cleanliness,  the  disease  may  be  expected  to  spread  more 
rapidly  than  in  countries  with  homogeneous  populations  of  a  liigher  type  and  of  more 
cleanly  habits.  In  our  opinion,  separate  asylums  ought  to  be  provided  for  male  and 
female  lepers.  Careful  regulations  will  have  to  be  made  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
persons  not  actually  diseased  from  being  sent  to  such  asylums.  As  to  persons  in  a 
comfortable  position  of  life,  they  might  be  allowed  to  go  to  private  asylums,  but  such 
asylums  should  be  under  strict  supervision  so  as  to  prevent  danger  to  persons  not 
affected,  and  the  expenses  of  such  supervision  should  be  p&id  by  the  inmates.  It  would 
be  impossible  diuing  the  present  Session  of  Parliament  to  pass  an  Act  embodying 
all  the  provisions  necessary  for  carrying  out  our  recommendations,  but  your  Committee 
are  of  opinion  that  the  Act  No.  8  of  1884,  with  the  aid  of  such  regulations  as  the 
Grovernor  is  authorised  by  the  6th  section  of  the  Act  to  make,  would  for  the  present 
suffice.  Unfortunately  that  Act  has  not  been  promulgated.  Your  Committee  would 
strongly  recommend  that  the  Act  be  pronmlgated  and  the  necessary  regulations  be 
framed  without  delay. 

9.  Your  Committee  have  inspected  the  buildings  used  as  a  Lunatic  Asylum  at 
Robben  Island,  and  are  of  opinion  that  upon  the  removal  of  the  asylum  to  tlic  main- 
land, these  buildings  would  be  eminently  suited  for  such  a  Leper  Asylum  or  Hospital, 
as  is  contemplated  by  Act  No.  8  of  1884.  Many  of  these  wards  wovild  be  suitable  for 
paying  patients,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  Act  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  a 
jirivate  asylum  on  the  mainland,  to  Avhich  patients  willing  and  able  to  jiay  the  c\[icuyes 
of  its  maintenance  could  be  sent.  Great  care  will  be  required  in  fnuiiing  regululions 
for  the  management  of  such  asylums,  and  still  greater  care  will  be  ne:.u8sary  in  the 
carrying  out  of  such  regulations.  Without  careiiJ,  responsible,  and  efficient  supervi- 
sion, leper  asylums  would  become  breeding  beds  of  the  disease  instead  of  providing 
securities  against  its  spread. 

10.  The  conclusions,  then,  at  which  your  Committee  have  arrived  are  briefly  as 
follows  : — 

1.  That  leprosy  is  on  the  increase  in  this  Colony. 

2.  That  the  disease  will  continue  to  increase  unles,s  effeetual  measures  are  adopted 

to  check  it,  and  if  possible  to  stamp  it  out. 

o.  That  the  most  effectual  measure  would  bo  complete  segregation  of  those  likely 
to  imparl  the  disease  to  others,  and  that  htr  tluit  purpose  Act  No.  8  of  I  S.s ! 
ought  at  once  to  be  promulgated  and  proper  regulations  framed  for  carrying 
out  its  provisions. 
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1.  That  upon  the  removal  of  the  lunatic  asylum  of  Robben  Island  to  the  main- 
land, the  buildings  on  the  island  hitherto  occupied  by  the  lunatics  should  be 
utilised  as  a  leper  asylum  or  hospital  under  the  Act,  but  that  should  patients 
be  found  willing  to  pay  all  expenses  of  maintaining  separate  asylums  on  the 
mainland,  such  additional  asylums  ought  to  be  established. 

5.  That  no  leper  hospital  or  asylum  would  serve  the  purposes  for  wliich  it  is 
intended  unless  the  most  careful  regulations  be  made  for  its  management,  and 
and  unless  the  greatest  caution  be  exercised  in  the  carrying  out  of  such  regu- 
lations, and  in  the  appointment  of  pei'sons  charged  with  that  duty. 


In  1892,  on  the  occasion  of  certain  changes  amongst  the  members  of  the  medical 
staff  on  Robljen  Island,  complaints  were  made  in  Parliament.  A  Select  Committee 
of  the  Legislative  Council  was  accordingly  appointed,  which  presented  the  following 
report  .• — 

"  1.  Your  Committee  have  taken  evidence  on  the  subject  of  various  charges 
made  against  the  management  of  Robben  Island  and  the  various  officials  employed 
there.    They  liave  also  made  a  visit  of  inspection  to  Hobben  Island. 

*'  'i.  Your  Committee  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  verj^  great  improve- 
ments have  been  made  on  liobben  Island.  The  lepers  are  now  well  housed  in 
buildings  which  cost  £8,700.  More  room  has  bee]i  secured  for  the  lunatics  and 
chronic  sick  patients,  while  generally  the  attention  to  cleanliness,  and  the  evident 
efficiency  of  management,  have  given  them  satisfaction.  Buildings  are  being 
improved,  enlarged  and  erected.  Iron  fencing  is  in  course  of  being  substiluted 
for  dilapidated  stone  walls.  Neat  garden  plots  have  been  formed,  and  it  is  satis- 
factory to  find  nearly  150  lunatic  patients  usefully  employed,  so  as  to  reduce  pub- 
lic expenditure  and  at  the  same  time  assist  in  a  very  important  manner  m  the 
curative  process,  which  is,  of  course,  one  of  the  primary  objects  of  the  institution. 
Generally,  they  are  glad  to  report  that  a  great  improvement  has  been  eft'ected, 
both  as  to  the  general  management  and  for  the  comfort  of  the  unfortunate  patients, 
since  attention  was  drawn  by  the  Council,  in  1889,  to  the  disgraceful  state  of 
affairs  then  existing  on  the  island. 

"  3  Certain  charges  having  been  made  seriously  affecting  the  character  and 
conduct  of  some  of  tlie  officials  connected  with  the  institution,  the  Committee  felt 
it  their  duty  to  make  careful  enquiry  into  the  truth  of  these  allegations.  They  are 
of  opinion  that  these  charges  have  not  been  substantiated,  and  they  fully  exouerate 
the  officials  referred  to  fnnn  any  blame.  Under  these  circumstances  and  on 
account  of  the  natui'e  of  the  charges  made,  the  Committee  have  not  thought  it 
necessary  to  request  that  the  evidence  should  be  printed. 

"  4.  As  thei'e  are  more  than  one  hundred  officials  employed  on  the  island,  and 
it  will  increase  both  their  happiness  and  efficiency  to  have  adequate  and  reason- 
able recreation,  the  Committee  recommend  for  the  cousideration  of  Government 
lliat,  if  these  officials  form  an  Institute,  with  moderate  annual  subscriptions  (as 
the  Connnittee  understand  they  are  willing  to  do),  an  arrangement  be  made  by 
(xovernment  for  building  them  a  Recreation  Hall  at  a  cost  of  a  few  huudi'ed 
pounds,  the  interest  of  which  at  four  per.  cent,  per  annum  to  be  paid  by  the  sub- 
scribers. 

"  5.  As  the  surgeon  superintendent  of  the  island  and  the  resident  magis- 
trate of  Cape  Town  are  both  opposed  to  the  tippling  opportunities  aiforded  by  an 
open  bar  for  the  sale  of  liquor  on  the  island,  the  Committee  recommend  for  con- 
sideration the  desirability  of  establishing  instead  a  bottle  store,  retailed  from  which, 
under  special  permits  from  the  sm'geoii  superintendent,  supplies  of  intoxicating 
liquors  can  be  obtained. 

"6.  They  would  further  recommend  the  ere(;li')a  of  a  small  jetty  as  soon  as 
possible,  for  Ihe  convenience  of  landing  and  shijiping  both  passengers  and  cargo. 
The  absence  of  one  causes  expense,  delay,  and  discomfort.'' 
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At  the  recent  Soiitli  Afrioan  Meclical  Cnngrefss  held  in  Cape  Town,  December  and 
January,  1894,  certain  days  were  set  apart  for  a  disoussifm  on  leprosy,  and  very  great 
interest  was  taken  in  the  whole  question.  Owing  to  special  facilities  having  been  given 
hy  the  kindness  of  the  Government,  the  Congress  were  able  to  avail  themselves  of  an 
opportunity  afforded  tliera,  and  a  large  number,  (over  50),  of  the  members  paid  a  visit 
to  Robben  Island  with  a  view  to  the  inspection  of  tlie  leper  establishment.  Sub- 
sequently the  discussion  was  resumed,  and  after  deliberation  the  ( 'ougress  passed 
the  following  Resolutions,  which  were  forwarded  to  the  Grovernment  : — 

Resolutions  passed  at  late  meeting  of  S.  A.  Medical  Congress,  forwarded  by 
Secretary  by  letter,  dated  5th  January,  1894  : 

1.  That  this  Congress  of  medical  men  here  assembled  affirms  the  necessity  of 
a  Leprosy  Segregation  Act,  that  it  supports  the  Grovernment  in  its  avowed  resolu- 
tion to  appoint  a  Medical  Conunissiou  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into,  and 
reporting  upon  leprosy  jis  met  with  in  this  Colony,  and  other  countries.  That  this 
Congress  favoixrs  a  modiiicatirm  of  the  exi.sting  Act,  but  that  it  desires  to  leave 
the  consideration  of  this  to  the  judgment,  after  full  investigation,  of  tlie  proposed 
Commission. 

2.  That  the  time  has  arrived  to  enquire  into  the  working  of  the  Leprosy  Act 
with  a  view  to  modif  ying  the  regulations  under  which  lepers  are  at  present  con- 
fined, and  that,  while  this  Congress  is  of  opinion  that  a  Segregation  Act  is 
necessary  to  suppress  the  spread  of  leprosy,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  that 
a  committee  of  experts  should  be  provided  to  determine  the  presence  of  this  dis- 
ease before  ordering  the  segregation  of  a  leper. 

3.  That  this  Congress  desires  to  place  on  record  its  appreciation  of  the 
endeavours  which  have  been  made  by  the  Government  to  improve  the  condition  of 
the  leper  hospital  at  Robben  Island.  It  was  noticed  with  regret  that  some 
healthy  children  were  retained  in  the  leper  wards.  The  Congress  would  suggest 
that  separate  accommodation  for  these  children  be  immediately  provided.  The 
Congress  is,  moreover,  of  opinion  that  additional  accommodation  is  urgently 
needed  to  prevent  the  overcrowding,  which  exists  in  certain  wards,  and  that  addi- 
tions to  the  medical  staff  are  required  to  enable  the  medical  officers  to  study  the 
disease  clinically  and  pathologically. 

ROBBEN  ISLAND  LEPER  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Female  Leper  Asylum. 

The  female  leper  asylum  is  situated  at  Murray's  Bay,  at  the  north-eastern  end  of  the 
island.  The  inmates  are  housed  in  a  number  of  pavilions  ranged  in  two  rows,  the 
whole  being  surrounded  by  a  barbed  wire  fence,  converting  it  into  a  compound.  The 
fence  encloses  al)out  four  acres  of  ground,  each  side  being  about  120  yards  in  length. 
The  entrance  is  situated  at  the  southern  end,  and  there  is  also  a  smaller  door  leading 
into  the  matron's  quarters ;  immediately  outside  the  fence  on  the  same  side  is  a  separate 
building,  which  is  at  present  occupied  by  a  white  paying  patient  with  two  children, 
one  healthy,  the  other  doubtful.  The  establishment  is  about  one  and  a  half 
miles  from  the  medical  officers'  qixarters,  situated  on  ground  sloping  towards 
the  sea.  The  soil  is  loose  and  sandy ;  tt  ere  are  a  few  trees,  and  but  very  scanty 
vegetation.  Here  may  be  pointed  out  as  a  very  serious  want,  the  absence  of  any 
immediate  means  of  communication  with  the  headquarters  of  the  staff  in  the  event 
of  emergency  from  illness  or  disturbance.  At  present  the  only  means  at  the  matron's 
disposal  is  burning  a  bbie  light  at  night,  or  sending  a  special  messenger  in. 
Telephonic  communication  with  headquarters  would  supply  this  want,  and  would  6308,  10685 
appear  to  be  very  necessaiy. 

Fence. 

Tlie  barbed  wire  fence,  already  alluded  to,  is  presumably  a  means  towards  obtain- 
ing more  complete  segregation,  but  on  investigation  it  will  be  shown  that  the  fence, 
although  bai'bed,  is  ineffective  for  that  purpose.    Thus,  it  is  comparatively  easy 
to  get  over  it,  und(T  it,  or  through  it.     As  one  witness  forcibly  expresses  it,  "'^'''^ 
"  an   ox  could  cree])  thi-ough  it."    It  has   been  used  by  the   women   to  hang 
their  shawls  over,  whilst  they  can  stand  under  this  improvised  tent  and  talk  to 
men  on  the  other  side.    So,  in  this  way,  some  witnesses  regard  the  fence  as  an 
'incitement  to  immorality.    Again,  at  night,  especiallj'  in  dark  weather,  it  has  been  found  See  Index— "Female 
most  difficult  for  the  constables  to  watch  each  side  properly,  and  the  evidence  points  Compound." 
[a  10™'94.]  p 
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.  (Strongly  to  the  advisability  of  making  certain  alterations  with  regard  to  the  fence  and 
compound  generally,  with  a  view  to  increased  efficiency.  The  enclosiu-e  itself,  at  the 
time  of  the  first  visit  of  the  Commission,  appeared  to  be  quite  uncaied  for,  and  Avas 
just  like  any  other  part  of  the  unenclosed  portion  of  the  island,  plus  the  general  debris, 
which  might  naturallj''  be  expected  where  people,  (especially  of  a  certain  class),  arc 
found  congregating  together. 

Guards. 

^310.  5447,  6177,  Three  guards  are  on  duty  at  night ;  they  come  on  at  six  p.m.  and  go  off  at  five  a.m., 
(,805*  '  '  being  relieved  at  midnight.  Their  duties  are  allotted  to  them  by  the  chief  superin- 
tendent of  police.  Prom  the  time  they  are  off  duty  in  the  early  morning  till  they 
come  on  at  night  the  asylum  is  wholly  unguarded.  These  guards  state  that  it  is  most 
difficult  for  them  to  cover  the  whole  beat;  they  are  never  inspected  at  night, 
and  no  arrangements  have  been  made  to  this  effect.  The  evidence  obtainable  on 
this  matter  would  point  to  a  serious  defect  in  administration,  and  although  there  has 
been  a  guard,  still  the  absence  of  proper  supervision  renders  their  whole  work  of  very 
doubtful  utility. 

Children  in  Wardn. 

6476  There  are  at  present  14  children  in  the  female  wards;  of  this  total,  11  are  non- 
leprous,  they  live  with  their  mothers,  and  partake  of  the  same  food,  and  eat  with  the 
same  utensils,  and  are  housed  in  the  same  wards  with  their  leprous  parents.  Under 
the  present  arrangements  there  is  no  other  way  of  dealing  with  them,  and  this  is  a 
matter  about  which  already  the  Commission  have  expressed  their  views  in  Letter  No. 
See  Appendix.  99,  29th  March,  1894.  The  Commission  must  reiterate  the  very  strong  and 
decided  opinion  then  expressed  as  to  the  inadvisability  of  keeping  these  children  in 
these  wards.    It  is  imperatively  necessary  that  provision  should  be  made  to  enable 

6514  these  children  to  be  removed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  The  Commission  would 
strongly  recommend  that  for  the  future  non-leprous  children  be  not  admitted. 

Segregation  as  applied  to  the  Female  Wards. 

The  term  Segregation  in  its  strict  sense,  (in  spite  of  the  barbed  wire  fence,  con- 
verting the  female  leper  quarters  into  a  compound),  cannot  be  applied  to  the  system  of 
6476  administration  of  the  female  wards.  In  the  wards  there  are  living  with  their  mothers 
eleven  healthy  children  from  six  months  old  up  to  13  years.  This  at  the  very  outset 
is  a  serious  matter  for  consideration,  and  is  a  distinct  "  flaw  "  as  far  as  segregation 
per  sc  is  concerned. 

The  male  lepers  are  allowed  to  visit  the  women  once  a  week  to  the  number  of  18  at 
a  time,  they  are  allowed  free  access  to  all  parts  of  wards  and  compound,  and  they  have 
been  found  there  at  other  times.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  are  at  present  only  two 
female  attendants,  it  can  readily  be  seen  that  supervision  is  practically  nil.  The  female 
lepers  ai'e  allowed  to  visit  the  male  wards  once  a  week,  under  similar  conditions,  but  are 
supposed  to  do  so  in  charge  of  an  attendant.  These  visits  are  by  special  permit  and 
and  limited  to  certain  hours,  but  an  inspection  of  the  size  of  wards,  their  distance  apart, 
and  the  size  of  the  enclosure  would  show  how  difficult  siipervision  under  such  circum- 
stances is. 

Also  at  all  hours  during  the  day  the  leper  men  come  and  hang  about  the  fence 
talking  to  the  women.  The  scrubbing  of  the  women's  ward  is  done  by  male  convicts, 
and  assignations  have  evidently  been  made  by  convicts  with  the  leper  women,  and 
several  years  ago  one  child  was  born  as  a  result. 
3034,  6166,  6173,  Acccss  has  undoubtedly  ia  times  past  been  gained  by  the  men  to  the  women,  and 
6816,  7S66  '  it  is  uncertain  to  what  extent  this  prevails  at  the  present  time.  Although  there  are 
guards  stationed  at  night  at  the  compound,  this'  practically  amounts  to  little  better 
than  a  mere  formality,  as  no  inspection  of  these  men  is  made.  "  Quis  custodiet  ipsos 
custodes  !  " 

7161,  763n  to  7653  The  present  method  of  permitting  visitors  to  mingle  indiscriminately,  practically 
7865,  lOoH  without  any  supervision,  has  been  already  alluded  to,  and  furnishes  in  itself  proof  how 
inadequately  segregation  is  carried  out,  in  addition  to  the  close  contact  implied  in  kissing 
and  eating  out  of  the  same  utensil.  It  appears  that  clothing  has  been  made  by  one  of 
the  leper  women  for  people  living  on  the  mainland,  although,  it  does  not  appear  that 
this  practice  is  now  being  carried  on. 
6303  6305  6309  Again,  the  matron's  quarters  are  within  the  compound,  and  may  for  practical 
purposes  be  considered  part  of  the  asylum  ;  female  lepers  frequently  trot  in  and 
out  during  the  day,  and  help  in  cleaning  up,  and  the  matron  receives  her  own  friends 
there,  and  has  living  with  her  a  boy,  her  son^,  who  is  employed  as  a  messenger,  and  the 
assistant  matron. 


r657,  7571 
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Such  deficiencies  of  administration  of  the  female  ward  call  loudly  for  ref»nii,  and, 
whilst  recognising  difficulties  that  are  in  the  way,  and  with  a  desire  to  render  the  lives 
of  these  unfortunate  people  as  happy  as  circumstances  permit,  some  alteration  of  the 
present  arrangements  is  needed  on  the  following  lines : — 

1.  Fence  to  be  altered,  or  enlarged,  so  as  to  make  an  outer  and  an  inner  compound ; 

the  latter  is  preferable. 

2.  Men  to  be  debarred  from  visiting  that  part  of  island,  adjacent  to  compound, 

except  by  permit. 

3.  Special  visiting  days  for  visits  between  male  and  female  leper  patients  to  be 

fixed,  and  a  day  room  set  apart  for  that  purpose.    Attendant  to  be  always  on 
duty. 

4.  Those  confined  to  bed  to  be  visited  by  special  permit  only. 

5.  Scrubbing  of  wards  to  be  done  by  females. 
t».  Visitors'  rules  to  be  stiiotly  enforced. 

7.  The  dwelling  rooms  of  matron  and  staff  to  be  outside  the  compound,  so  as  to 

minimise  as  far  as  possible  the  contact  between  the  diseased  and  healthy. 

8.  An  office  suitable  for  transaction  of  business  details  to  be  inside  compound,  lor 

the  use  of  medical  officer  and  staff  on  duty  day  or  night. 

Strength  of  Staff. 

At  present  there  are  212  female  lepers,  and  11  non-leprous  childi'eu,  confined  in  nine 
wards  iu  this  compoimd.  Thus  the  oare  of  223  persons,  some  of  these  (9)  being  lunatics, 
others  quite  helpless  and  dependent  upon  their  fellow  patients,  is  entrusted  to  a  matron 
and  one  European  attendant  during  the  day.  At  night  there  is  no  attendant,  and  the 
inmates  of  this  large  compound  are  left  entirely  to  themselves.  Several  of  the  less 
afflicted  lepers  are  employed  at  a  small  wage  to  help  in  the  wards  duiing  the  day.  We 
have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  this  compound  to  be  seriously  in  need  of  an  immediate 
increase  of  proper  nursing  aid.  The  strength  of  the  staff  should  at  least  be  raised  to 
that  allowed  to  ordinary  chronic  sick  patients. 

Ward  Management. 

10148,  3632,  3636, 

As  must  of  necessity  follow  from  the  very  deficient  assistance  in  the  wards,  the  6787 
management  is  not  such  as  one  might  wish.    There  is  little  or  no  attempt  at  classifica- 
tion of  patients  ;  there  are  no  printed  rules  for  the  giudance  of  attendants  or  lepers ; 
no  stated  hours  for  the  visits  of  the  medical  officer  iu  charge ;  no  discipline  as  to  the 
taking  of  meals ;  patients  are  allowed  to  cook  odd  fragments  for  themselves  at  any  time 
of  the  day  ;  spare  clothing  is  stowed  away  beneath  the  mattresses  ;  fragments  of  food 
are  kept  in  the  wards  ;  the  wards  are  not  sufficiently  ventilated  ;  and  the  overcrowding 
of  the  compound  generally  is  an  injustice  to  these  unfortunate  people.    There  should  ^^^^^  ^^^^^ 
be  a  stricter  supervision  and  maintenance  of  discipline  ;  and  under  this  head  Ave  would  5593' 
draw  especial  attention  to  the  cleaning  of  the  wards  by  male  convicts,  which  should  not 
be  permitted. 

Mrais  and  Cooking. 

Complaints  are  made  by  patients,  and  borne  out  by  the  evidence  of  officials,  lolsi 
visitors,  and  others,  as  to  the  Avant  of  variety  of  food  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
prepared. 

For  the  promotion  of  healtli  and  discipline,  the  ineals  should  be  served  regularly, 
and  there  should  be  no  countenance  given  to  the  irregular  feeding  which,  we  find,  is 
allowed  at  present.  The  complaints  above  referred  to  are  chiefly  with  regard  to  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  beef.  The  tea  and  coffee  are  admitted  by  officials,  as  well 
as  by  patients,  to  be  bad  and  insufficient.  We  Avould  especially  di'aw  attention  to  the 
deficiency  of  fat  in  the  diet  scale.  Fats  and  oils  should  be  a  marked  feature  in  the 
diet  scale,  and  should  be  liberally  supplied.  There  should  be  a  different  diet  scal.j  for 
the  native  races,  one  in  which  mealies  or  Kafir  corn,  along  with  fat,  should  be  an  g-^g 
important  item.    In  the  case  of  Indians  rice  should  be  substituted. 

There  is  a  careless  and  unsatisfactory  method  of  distributing  the  food  when  cockod, 
and  it  is  probably  owing  to  this  fact  that  each  patient  does  not  get  his  fair  share  oi  tlie 
rations  allowed  to  him. 

There  should  be  an  officer  on  duty  to  see  the  food  properly  and  equally  distributed 
to  the  patients. 

The  cooking  is  done  by  tlu-ee  leper  women,  with  the  help  of  their  leper  assistants. 
There  should  be  at  least  one  responsible  cook.  The  kitchen  is  dirty :  one  of  the  three 
boilers  is  broken,  and  the  general  supervision  is  bad. 

Owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  diet  scale  there  is  often  waste,  the  natives,  for 
instance,  refusing  green  vegetables  and  clamouring  for  mealies  or  Kafir  corn,  which  are 
not  supplied. 
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Bathing, 

'  There  are  seven  baths  for  this  compound,  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water.  There 
is  no  arrangement  for  a  liberal  supply  of  hot  water.  No  one  appears  to  be  responsible 
for  the  ordinary  cleanliness  of  patients,  who  are  alloAved  to  use  or  evade  the  bathroom 
at  will.  It  is  an  unisavoury  fact  that  any  individual  may  go  for  a  month  wthout 
taking  a  bath.  With  the  present  accommodation  it  would  be  impossible  to  provide  for 
much  more  than  one  bath  per  week  for  each  patient.  There  shoidd  be  sufficient 
bathing  accommodation  to  enable  every  patient  to  have  a  bath  at  least  every  other  day. 
3955  jjot  water  as  well  as  cold  should  be  liberally  supplied,  and  every  inducement  offered  to 
encourage  frequent  ablution.  It  should  be  the  duly  of  the  nurses  to  superintend  and 
enforce  such  rules.  In  the  summer  time,  it  is  stated  by  one  official,  sea-bathing  is 
•  enjoyed  by  some  of  the  patients  ;  but  there  is  no  definite  rule,  nor  are  any  arrange- 
ments made  for  the  privacy  of  female  sea-bathers. 

WashiiKj. 

3607—6804,  7628  j^.  i^^^  the  custom  for  the  male  lepers  to  do  the  washing  for  the  females  at 
the  steam  laundry  on  the  male  side, — -but  the  women  object  in  many  cases  to  send  then- 
clothes,  and  state  that  when  they  do  they  are  returned  nearly  as  dirty  as  when  sent. 
It  has  also  been  a  custom  for  helpless  women  to  pay  small  sums  to  other  women 
patients  for  Avashing  done, — a  washing  floor  has  latel}-  been  constructed  and  it  appears 
to  give  satisfaction.  There  appears  to  be  little  or  no  method  in  this  department,  and  it 
3666,  3673,  6S0-1  sliould  be  tlie  duty  of  the  matron  and  attendants  to  superintend  the  wasliing  of 
clothes,  and  there  should  be  a  staff  of  paid  laiiudry  women, —possibly  selected  from  the 
more  able  bodied  women  in  the  eomijound. 

Clot]uiig. 

91)83  9906  There  appears  to  have  been  a  record  of  kit  kept  at  some  previous  period, — but 
this  system  has  been  allowed  to  lapse,  and  at  present  there  is  no  system  by  which  the 
issue  of  clothing  can  be  traced  ;  by  one  witness  it  was  stated  that  a  certain  kit  of  two 
dresses,  three  petticoats,  and  three  nightgowns  is  issued  to  each  patient  every  six  months: 
'  by  another  witness  it  is  stated  that  there  is  no  regular  rule  of  this  kind,  but  that  articles 
are  supplied  as  they  are  required.  There  is  a  want  of  method  here,  and  we  would 
7y87,  /e2/  g-^iggest  some  such  plan  as  that  adopted  in  gaols  by  Avhich  the  records  of  clothing 
issued,  eondemn(!d  or  destroyed,  are  kept. 

No  note  is  kept  of  clothing  brought  to  the  island  by  patients. 
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Exercise  and  Amusements. 


As  .for  '])urposes  of  taking  exercise  the  area  of  the  female  enelosui'e  is  very 
3770,  5571,  6806  limited,  it  is  the  custom  for  the  females  to  be  marched  out  in  batches  of  fifty  or  sixty 
at  a  time.  They  are  allowed  to  walk  where  the  male  lepers  can  meet  them.  Such  a 
party  is  under  the  care  of  one  attendant,  and  is  allowed  to  remain  outside  the  compounu 
for  one  or  two  hom's  daily,  A  considerable  extension  of  the  boundary  of  the  com- 
pound is  advisable,  and  would,  we  think,  meet  the  difficulty.  For  those  wlio  are 
vmable  to  walk,  a  cliair  or  lig^ltt  waggon  on  Avbeels  shoidd  be  provided,  so  that  they 
might  get  ou.tside  for  the  bejiiefit  of  fresh  air. 

Considering  the  sedentary  habits  of  women,  it  is  advisable  tljat  some  large  loum 
7499  should  be  ra-ected,  in  which  patients  might  sit  during  the  day ,^  and  when  the  weather 
prevented  their  enjoying  the  open  air.  Ladies  in  Cape  Town  and  neigh- 
bourhood might  be  induced  to  collect  illustrated  papers,  &c.,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
lepers.  Grenerally  speaking,  more  ought  to  be  done  both  to  amuse  and  to  instruct  the 
inmates  iii  the  leper  asylum.  Healthy  recreation  for  body  and  luind  should  be  pro- 
vided, and  suitable  employment  of  some  kind  ought  to  be  given  to  those  who  are 
detained  on  the  island.  Idleness  must  be  discouraged  by  every  possible  means. 
Kindness,  combined  with  firmness  and  tact,  and  the  giving  of  encoiu-agement  by  means 
of  judicious  rewards  for  diligence  may  do  much  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
afflicted. 

Hospital  Ward. 

No  hospital  or  ward  is  provided  in  the  female  compound  for  severe  cases  of  illness, 
3699,  3705,5601,  or  for  those  suffering  from  open  wounds.  T>ymg  i)atients  are  left  in  the  general 
6366,  7493  wards  amongst  the  less  severe  cases,  and  these  are  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  their 

fellow  lepers  during  the  night.    The  dressing  of  \\'oirjids  is  done  by  leper  patients, 
and  there  seems  to  be  a  deplorable  want  of  discipline  in  this  matter.    We  cannot  but 
condemn  the  half-hearted  manner  in  which  the  questions  of  removal  to  hospital, 
3629  5360  6860  dressing  of  wounds,  and  regular  cleansing  are  treated.    The  old  dressings  aire  thrown 
6865'      '      '  into  the  Bea. 
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There  pliould  be  a  comfortable  ward  set  apai-t  as  an  infirmary,  and  to  tliis  all  cases  3^50 
of  serious  illueas  and  severe  lejiroiis  wounds  should  be  sent,  without  any  exception  being 
allowed  to  be  taken  b}'  the  individuals.    The  dressing  of  wounds  should  be  carried  out 
or  supervised  by  a  trained  nurse,  and  there  shuidd  h:  a  special  nui'se  for  night  duty. 
The  dressings  should  in  all  cases  be  burnt. 

Many  complaints  have  been  made  that  no  medieal  treatment  is  tried.    It  sliould  9904 
be  the  duty  of  the  medical  officers  to  try  I'emedies  in  every  case  of  leprosy,  and  no  9933 
effort  should  be  lacking  to  give  comfort  and  encouragement   to  the  unfortunate 
subjects  of  this  disease. 

No  proper  mortuary  is  provided,  so  that  at  present  a  room  adjoining  the  laundry 
lias  to  be  used  as  a  dead-house.  There  should  be  an  isolated  building  for  the  receptitm 
of  bodies  iminediately  after  death,  and  adjoining  this  there  should  be  a  post-mortem 
room  fitted  up  with  every  convenience  for  careful  post-mortem  examinations. 

Male  Leper  Asylum. 
Bniklings. 

The  juale  leper  asylum  is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Robben  Island,  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  chief  landing  place.  It  is  a  sandy,  barren-looking 
spot  without  any  trees,  and  it  is  questionable  whether  any  trees  will  ever  grow  there. 
There  is  no  proper  road  from  the  village  to  l-he  asylum,  neither  are  the  different 
pavilions  connected  by  suitable  paths. 

There  are  at  present  at  the  male  leper  asylum  six  pavilions,  accommodating  from  235G 
50  to  80  patients  each,  and  the  patients  are,  as  lar  as  possible,  classified  according  to  their 
nationality : 

1.  Hospital  pavilion  (coloured  patients). 

2.  Free  (State  pavilion. 

3.  Pavilion  for  white  patients. 

4.  Bastard  pavilion,  with  some  Malays  in  it. 

5.  Hottentot  pavilion. 

6.  Kafir  pavilion.  -» 

Tlie  Hoqjital  pariHon  is  a  well  designed  and  constructed  stone  building,  consisting 
of  a  large  day  room  in  the  centre  with  one  ward  on  each  side,  each  ward  containing  25 
beds,  which  are  all  occupied.  The  ventilation  is  by  Tobin's  tubes  and  outlets  in  the 
roof;  the  wards  are  fresh  and  well  ventilated  ;  they  are  not  overcrowded,  800  cubic 
feet  air  space  being  allowed  for  each  bed. 

In  connection  with  the  liospital  pavilion  there  is  an  out-jjaf ieu f  iJepffrfri/fiit, -wliem  'sctiQ 
]iatients  are  seen  every  morning  from  eight  to  nine  o'clock.    Considering  the  distance  of 
he  different  pavilions  from  the  hospital  pavilion,  there  should  be  at  least  one  more  out- 
patient department. 

The  othci\tii-v  paviHom  arc  simpler  in  design,  and  are,  (with  the  exception  of  No.  2,  4779,  7720 
the  Free  State  jjavilion,  which  is  a  stone  building),  constructed  of  iron  and  wood  ;  and 
they  are  each  divi<lcd  into  two  large  wards,  separated  by  a  large  day  room.  In  noue  of  the 
iron  and  wooden  pavilions  is  there  proper  provision  for  ventilation,  and  at  night  and 
ou  rainy  cold  days,  when  the  Avindows  are  closed,  the  ventilation  must  be  insufficient. 
Some!  of  the  iron  wards  are  overcrowded.    The  iron  and  Avooden  pavilions  are  in  every  7067 
respect  less  suitfiblo  for  the  leper  patients  than  the  stone  buildings,  but  the  question  of 
expense,  may  to  tome  extent,  justily  their  erection.    Thi-y  are  hot  in  summer  and  verv 
cold  in  winter,  and  might  be  improved  by  tlie  iiiterp(3sition  of  felt  between  the  iron  ^933  7gg3 
and  (he  woodwork. 

Witli  the  exception  of  pavilions  5  and  *i,  all  the  dormitories  are  heated  in  winter 
by  means  of  stoves.  The  day  rooms  are  m^t  heated  at  all  in  winter.  The  day  rooms 
indeed  are  not  so  comfortable  as  they  ought  to  be ;  they  are  bare  and  uninviting,  and 
have  no  projjer  ventilation  ;  and  one  cannot  be  sm-piised  that  they  are  so  little  resorted 
to,  and  that  the  patients  prefer  staying  in  the  dormitories  all  day  long  dm'ing  the  wet 
and  cold  season,  as  well  as  on  windy  days.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  patients'  5181.  706,' 
should  be  attracted  to  these  day  rooms,  and  increased  comfort  and  brightness  in  their 
fittings,  combined  with  a  little  tact  and  firmness  in  management,  would,  we  should 
liope,  have  this  effect.  A  large  recreation  room,  apart  from  the  wards,  which  avouIcI 
also  serve  for  social  gatherings,  might  be  an  advantage,  but  unless  it  is  made  attractive 
and  comfortable  it  will  share  the  same  fate  as  the  day  rooms  at  present. 

Claooification  according  to  race  is  not  sufficient ;  and  we  feel  that  the  comfort  of 
many,  of  the  patients'  would  be  increased  if  there  was  a  further  classification  as  regards 
the  sta^e  of  the  disease,  and,  in  some  measure,  as  regards  the  character  and  behaAdour 
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of  the  patients.  The  hospital  has  fallen  into  some  disfavour,  and  is  not  used  for  acute 
cases  of  illness  as  fully  as  it  should  be ;  we  regard  the  principle  of  hospital  wards  for 
those  seriously  ill  as  of  great  importance,  and  there  should  be  no  insuperable  difficulty 
in  carrying  it  out  and  further  extending  it. 

Small  isolation  rooms  are  a  decided  want ;  they  would  also  serve  for  any  doubtful 
cases  pending  their  removal  to  the  probationary  ward  on  the  mainland.    A  few  small 
^gjjg  rooms  or  cubicles  would  be  useful  as  a  reward  for  the  Jbetter  behaved  patients,  and 
would  be  valued  as  ensuring  more  privacy. 

There  should  be  special  accoiiinodation  for  inmne  lepers,  and  for  leper  coiivicls. 
6397,  6401  There  are  several  leper  convicts  at  present,  and  one  lunatic  leper,  who  is  not  properly 
housed  and  attended. 

It  would  also  be  convenient  to  have  one  of  the  wards  surrounded  by  an  enclosure, 
so  that  lepers  who  infringed  the  regulations  might  for  a  time  be  deprived  of  the  full 
liberty  the  others  enjoy. 

Provision,  too,  should  be  made  for  sejjarating  the  leper  children,  under  16  years,  iu 
a  special  ward ;  at  present  they  are  scattered  in  the  different  pavilions,  but  there  ought 
to  be  some  kind  of  children's  home  for  them,  where  they  could  be  under  proper 
discipline,  as  it  is  not  desirable  for  these  children  to  be  mixed  up  with  the  men. 

5481  We  are  aware  of  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  providing  satisfactorily  all  that  is 
required  in  the  way  of  classification,  but  the  points  we  have  mentioned  should  be  borne 
in  mind,  and  the  necessary  arrangements  gradually  made.  With  the  exception  of 
the  verandahs  in  front  of  each  pavilion  there  is  no  shelter  from  heat,  cold,  wind,  rain, 
and  glare  from  sand  and  sea. 

There  are  three  kitchens  ;  a  large  one  for  the  coloured  patients,  a  smaller  one  for 
the  white  patients,  attached  to  their  pavilion,  and  a  small  Malay  kitchen,  which  is  in  a 
very  dilapidated,  unsatisfactory  condition.  The  large  kitchen  for  the  coloured  patients 
is  clean  and  in  good  order  ;  one  cook  and  one  under  cook  assisted  by  patients  have  to 
do  the  cooking  for  200  people.  With  the  appliances  at  present  at  their  dis- 
posal it  is  impossible  to  give  that  variety  of  properly  cooked  food  that  is  essential  in  an 
institution  of  this  character.  Proper  cooking  apparatus  should  be  provided.  The 
kitchen  for  the  white  patients  we  found  in  good  order. 

Two  private  male  leper  patients  occupy  a  small  wood  and  iron  cottage  with  two 
9981  rooms  and  a  bathroom  for  each  patient ;  there  is  no  provision  for  heating  the  room  in 
winter.    This  is  a  want  which  needs  immediate  attention. 

"  The  winter  is  coming  on,"  says  one  patient,  "  and  there  is  no  fire  place,  and  the 
rooms  are  very  di-aughty.  It  is  simply  killing  me  to  stop.  I  have  asked  several  times 
for  a  fire  place." 

A  second  cottage  is  set  apart  as  quarters  for  the  male  attendants.  The  bedroom 
accommodation  is  satisfactory,  but  there  is  no  mess  room  or  sitting  room ;  the  atten- 
dants mess  in  the  leper  kitchen ;  their  food  is  cooked  here,  and  their  vegetables  are 
prepared  for  cooking  by  lepers.  This  arrangement  calls  for  speedy  revision,  being 
neither  safe  nor  fail-  to  the  men.  An  attendants'  mess  room  with  kitchen  attached 
should  be  provided  without  delay,  and  it  should  be  made  large  enough  to  serve  as  a 
comfortable  sitting  room. 

A  third  cottage,  formerly  the  nurses'  quarters,  is  at  present  occupied  by  two  nurses, 
the  Dutch  Church  chaplain,  and  constables. 

A.  fourth  cottage  is  occupied  by  the  chief  superintendent  of  lepers. 

Connected  with  the  male  leper  asylum  is  the  general  leper  steam  laiindrij,  which  is 
worked  by  an  engineer  and  eleven  paid  leper  patients.  This  washhouse  has  not  been 
long  open,  and  its  organization  is  not  yet  complete ;  in  completing  it,  it  appears 
advisable  to  supplement  the  steam  washing  machines  by  a  hydro-extractor,  and  to  erect 
a  drying  chamber  of  some  sort,  as  rainy  weather  must  make  it  very  difficult  to  cope 
with  the  large  weekly  washing  and  to  return  the  things  properly  dried. 

The  hathrooms  adjoin  the  laundry ;  there  are  six  baths  for  coloured  patients,  and 
two  for  white  patients.  The  bathroom  is  a  very  comfortless  place,  and  is  apparently  very 
little  used.  At  present  the  hot  water  supply  is  di-awn  direct  from  the  boiler ;  it 
would  be  better  and  safer  to  lead  steam  from  the  boiler  to  a  tank  containing  water. 
The  drain  from  the  steam  laundry  and  the  bathrooms  to  the  shore  is  not  satisfactory. 

Sea  water  might,  we  think,  by  means  of  windmill,  pumps  be  utilized  for  bathing 
purposes,  flushing  of  drains,  &c.,  and  a  saving  be  thus  effected  iu  the  island  water,  the 
supply  of  which  is  insufficient  for  aU  needs. 
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Fire. 

There  are  pumps  and  patent  fire  extinguishers  at  the  leper  asylum,  as  precautions  '^^^^ 
against  fire,  but  the  only  water  available  would  be  that  left  in  the  tanks,  which  would  *^770 
be  altogether  insufiieient.    Neither  is  there  adequate  provision  for  extinguishing  any  8776 
fire  breaking  out  in  the  village  ;  every  place  might  be  burnt  down  before  much  oould 
be  done. 

Attention  should  be  directed  to  this  matter,  and  we  would  advise  having  a  steam 
fire-engine,  with  hose  sufficient  to  utilise  sea-water  in  ease  of  any  fire  breaking  out  on 
the  island. 

ffottrs. — There  seems  to  be  no  fixed  time  for  the  patients  to  rise  in  the  morning. 
Breakfast  is  served  at^eight  o'clock,  dinner  at  about  half -past  twelve,  and  tea  at  half-past 
four  o'clock.  In  the  evening  the  patients  are  supposed  to  be  in  theii"  wards  by 
nine  o'clock  ;  and  at  ten  o'clock  the  lamps  are  put  out  and  the  patients  are 
supposed  to  be  in  bed.  Some  of  the  patients  do  not  attend  at  meal  times  regularly^  ^-'^■^^  529^ 
they  go  out  first  thing  in  the  morning  and  come  in  late  at  night ;  they  mostly  go  out 
fishing,  and  some  of  them,  almost  live  down  by  the  water  using  the  fish  they  catch  as 
their  food.  Patients  might  apparently  stay  out  for  nights,  and  weeks  even,  unnoticed.  6099,  6601 
Dr.  Impey  says  of  some  patients,  "  I  have  not  seen  them  for  weeks."  To  prevent  this 
there  should  be  a  check  on  the  lepers  by  a  daily  roll  call  in  eaeli  ward,  and  it  should  be 
the  duty  of  the  night  attendants  to  count  the  patients  every  night,  and  report  if  any  of 
the  patients  are  absent  from  tbeir  beds  at  night  time. 

Personal  cleanliness. — Bathing: — This  is  a  rather  difficult  question  as  the  patients 
generally  seem  to  have  an  aversion  to  water.    As  a  rule  every  patient  is  supposed  to  2310 
get  a  bath  after  his  arrival  on  the  island,  but  in  some  eases  patients  have  to  be  forced. 
For  the  rest  the  qiiesiion  of  cleanliness,  and  bathing  seems  to  be  an  individual  one  ;  3919 
everj'  patient  is  more  or  less  allowed  to  do  as  he  likes  ;  many  patients  never  take  baths, 
many  very  seldom,  many  will  scarcely  wash  themselves  and  there  are  no  regulations  to 
compel  them.    Proper  lavatories  should  be  arranged  for  each  ward,  the  bathroom  2314 
accommodation  should  be  improved,  and  every  patient  ghoiild  be  boimd  by  rules  and 
regulations  to  wash  himself  pro]ierly,  and  to  use  a  bath  as  often  as  necessary,  once  a 
week  at  least. 

Clothing,  Kit  and  Equipment. 

The  wards  and  day  rooms  are  supplied  with  tables  and  forms,  each  patient  is 
supplied  with  a  bed-side  cupboar<l  and  locker,  and  with   a   small   stool  ;  several 
of  the  small  rooms  are  also  being  fitted  up  with  lockers  all  round  for  each  in- 
dividual.    The  sleeping  accommodation  and  bedding  is  good,  there  being  enough  7455 
sheets,   blankets,  &c.,    but   a  few   air  mattresses  or  water-beds  are  Avanted  for 
patients  who  are  very  ill  and  have  bed  sores.    Every  male  leper  patient  gets  two 
suits  to  start  with,  and  when  the  articles  are  condemned  new  clothing  is  issued.  Thurs- 
day is  fixed  for  issuing  new  clothing.    The  clothing  is  washed  every  week  in  the  steam  ggg^ 
laundry.  The  old  clothing  is  inspected  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge,  and  if  articles  are  r,23g  5242  9957 
unfit  for  use,  they  are  condemned  and  burnt.    More  care  and  supervision  might  be  9996* 
exercised  in  regard  to  the  spare  clothing,  as  patients  put  them  under  their  mattresses 
and  pillows,  or  throw  them  on  the  floor. 

On  the  whole  there  are  not  many  complaints  about  the  clothing  itself.  It  is  stated  7312,  7i;'i8,  6930 
that  the  Q-overnment  provides  most  generously  for  the  lepers,  but  orders  are  not  always 
executed  by  the  superintendent  of  male  lepers ;  if  the  patients  got  all  the  Government 
allows  they  would  be  satisfied.  The  kit  and  equipment  boolis  have  not  been  pro]ierly 
ontered  ixp.  The  male  leper  superintendent  admitted  there  were  many  omissions,  but  I'^f'f*^.  10097,  1014.) 
said:  "I  was  not  able  to  overtake  the  work,  as  the  patients  came  in  such  large 
hatches,"  and  sometimes  the  stock  ran  so  short  that  the  proper  amount  of  clothing  could 
not  be  issued.    Greater  attention  is  necessary  in  this  branch  of  administration. 

Employment  of  Patients. 

At  present  there  are  employed: — as  laundrymen,  11  patients;  scullerymen,  5; 
ward  assistants,  24 ;  dressers,  7 ;  tailors,  2 ;  grave-diggers,  'A ;  shoemaker,  1 ;  sanitary 
work,  11. 

These  G4  men  earn  from  six  shillings  to  £2  5s.  per  ni  juth,  and  are  besides  rewarded 
with  medical  extras.  It  is  astonishing  that  not  more  of  the  patients  make  themselves 
useful  in  one  way  or  another,  but  it  is  said  that  as  a  rule  they  will  not  work  and,  as 
there  are  no  means  of  forcing  them,  they  are  left  to  do  pretty  much  as  they  like  all 
day.  It  would  be  advisable  to  have  some  regulations  by  which  those  able  to  work 
might  be  induced  to  work. 
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Amusements. 

-AO-  otl'^-'nt^]'         The  lepers  have  amusements,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  care  -muoh  for  them. 

OiOO,  0030,  bZil,     ri  .    '  n        1        (•      y.    7  •  i  1  i  jl  i     1       1         •        i  . 

Sfffi'},  5336,  5483,  oomo  patients  are  very  tonci  oi  pvnii/g,  and  amuse  tJiemseives  the  wiiole  day  m  this 
3961  way.  Many  play  cards,  doiniuaes,  draughts,  &c. ;  some  play  nvmcal  instnuiients,  hat  most 

of  the  patients  seem  to  consider  the  doke  far  niente  as  theii-  chief  amusement.  Kafir 
dances  have  been  arranged  and  the  constables  have  given  concerts,  but  tlie  concerts  have 
been  a  failure ;  the  patients  do  not  care  to  attend.  There  is  a  little  shop  in  the  male 
leper  settlement,  kept  by  the  chief  boatman,  which  affords  the  patients  some  amusement. 
The  three  schools  (English,  Dutch,  and  Kafir),  are  attended  by  a  fairly  large  number  of 
their  patients.  W ritmg  uteiiffils  are  at  their  disposal,  and  some  patients  pass  a  portion  of 
their  time  in  letter-writing.  There  is  no  tilirary  in  the  male  leper  asylum.  Religions 
services  are  held  by  Church  of  England,  Dutch  Reformed,  and  Roman  Catholic  ministers. 

Diet. 

.'52S1,  7454.  3748,         The  patients  have  for  hreahfast  bread  and  coifee,  for  dinner  meat,  vegetables,  and 
5!^^'''  ^IpJI'  ^^J^'i'  I'ifis,  sometimes  soup,  for  supper  hrQakdi  and  tea.  Eat  and  butter  are  only  given  as  medical 
'  ' '  '^^   extras,  or  as  a  reward  for  work  done.  Sago,  custard,  and  eggs  are  also  given  as  medical 
extras.    The  bread,  which  is  baked  on  the  island,  is  generally  considered  very  good. 
Mutton  is  good,  the  sheep  being  brought  over  from  the  mainland  alive,  but  the  beef, 
which  is  sent  over,  that  at  all  events  which  is  supplied  to  the  male  leper  wards,  is  stated 
to  liave  been  often  of  very  poor  quality  and  it  has  turned  bad  on  several  occasions. 
3196,  3261  328-5  allowance  for  bone  was  made  until  lately,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  a 

3.!08,  4076,  7124,  good  plan  for  the  meat  to  be  sold  to  the  staff  from  the  institution  store.  If  there  was  a  co- 
operative store  on  the  island  the  meat  required  for  the  staff  would  be  ordered  separately, 
and  there  would  be  a  much  better  check  on  the  qualit}'  of  the  meat  distributed  to  the 
patients.  On  the  whole  the  uUowance  of  the  provisions  is  sufficieut  in  quantity  and 
mostly  good  in  quality,  but  the  coohing  and  preparing  of  the  food  gives  cause  for  much  dis- 
satisfaction ;  and  no  wonder,  in  view  of  tlie  badly  equipped  kitchen  in  which  the  food 
for  about  300  persons  is  cooked.  The  cooking  apparatus  should,  as  already  stated,  be 
much  improved. 

The  distribution  of  the  rations  also  gives  rise  to  many  complaints,  and  sometimes 
to  disturbance  between  the  lepers  and  the  attendants.  The  meals  are  served  in  the  day- 
room,  one  solitary  attendant  cuts  and  divides  the  rations  in  a  little  side  room  ;  and,  as 
he  has  to  serve  so  many  patients  at  the  same  time,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  see  that 
each  patient  gets  his  proper  quantity.  The  supervision  at  meal  times  is  altogether  in- 
complete, and  there  is  very  little  order  and  method ;  many  patients  take  their  food  into 
the  dormitories.  The  medical  man  in  charge  or  the  male  superintendent  inspects  the 
food  in  the  kitchen,  but  these  inspections  do  not  seem  to  be  very  regular.  More  regular 
inspections  of  the  food,  and  proper  supervision  at  meals  will  be  necessary  to  prevent 
many  just  complaints. 

If  the  pavilion  near  the  kitchen  were  sub-divided  into  dining  rooms  for  the  different 
classes  the  food  would  be  served  in  better  condition,  and  its  distribution  could  be  more 
easily  supervised^ ;  and  the  present  day  rooms  could  be  made  more  comfortable  and  at- 
tractive. When  more  room  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  authorities,  this  plan  should  be 
considered. 

Sanitation. 

5617,  5009,  5616,  The  Sanitary  conditions  in  the  male  le]:)er  asylum  are  very  unsatisfactory,  there 
5283,  3766,  5620   being  practically  no  drains.  .Many  of  the  patients  besides  do  not  assist  in  any  way  to  keep 

the  ]tlace  clean  and  tidy.    On  the  contrary,  tliey  seem  to  do  all  tliey  can  to  make  it 

dirty. 

5605,  4728J         The  wards,  as  well  as  the  day  rooms,  are  cleaned  daily.    Tlie  wards  are  scrubbed 
4735,  5611,  5622,  once  a  week,  the  day  rooms  every  other  day,  but  whether  they  are  kept  clean  and  tidy 
'sei-'  5618'         '^^'''P'^^i'^s     ^  great  extent  on  the  personal  inclination  for  cleanliness  and  tidiness  of  the 
'  inmates  of  the  different  wards ;  they  vary  very  much,  some  wards  are  clean  and  others 

are  dirty.  Tlie  condition  of  the  existing  lavatories  and  bathrooms  in  the  wards  is  very 
unsatisfactory  and  requires  more  supervision.  No  disinfectants  are  provided  for  the 
staff  and  the  visitors,  and  the  staff  do  not  appear  to  us  alive  to  the  necessity  of  careful 
.ablutions  with  disinfectants.  One  sanitary  inspector,  five  convicts,  and  ten  leper 
patients  are  engaged  in  the  outside  sanitary  work,  and  still  tlie  surroundings  of  the 
paA'ilions  have  a  dirty  and  untidy  appearance;  the  patients  throw  the  slops  all  about, 
sometimes  out  of  the  windows  of  the  wards.  The  olosets  are  not  always  in  a  satisfac- 
tory condition ;  the  tub  system,  without  earth,  is  adopted.  Mauy  patients  do  not  use 
the  closets  at  all ;  they  relieve  themselves  all  about.  The  tubs  are  suppose^d  to  be 
emptied  every  day,  and  chloride  of  lime  is  freely  used  for  them.  l'\jrmerly  the  night- 
soil  was  buried  in  the  sand  or  thrown  into  the  sea,  but  lately  a  tip  has  been  made  at 
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tho  north  end  of  the  island  for  all  night  soil  and  refuse  from  the  leper  wards.  We  are 
not  satisfied  that  this  tip  is  the  best  method  of  disposal  of  night  soil,  and  the  authorities 
should  watch  the  experiment.  The  old  dressings  are  buried,  or  burnt  when  possible. 
For  the  bath  and  slop  water  from  the  pavilions  there  are  pipes  leading  to  catch-pits  sos 
placed  at  a  short  distance.  There  used  to  be  catch-pits  also  in  front  of  the  kitchen, 
but  now  the  kitchen  water  is  put  into  tanks  and  taken  away. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  drainage  scheme  for  the  male  leper  asylum,  at  present 
in  progress,  will  soon  be  finished,  and  that  the  patients  will  be  compelled  to  observe 
sanitary  rules  and  regulations ;  only  then  will  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  place 
improve. 

Comphints  of  Male  PatienU. 

The  chief  and  universal  complaint  of  the  male  lepers  is  of  their  separation  from  3095  to  3401 
their  friends  and  families.  "  They  wish  to  go  home,  there  is  nothing  on  the  island  9423  to  9542 
that  pleases  them,"  and  "  they  consider  themselves  the  unhappiest  people  in  the  world." 

"It  is  simply  killing  me  to  stop  here." 

"  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  go  home  from  the  island." 

"  I  wish  to  leave  the  island  and  go  to  my  home :  that  is  my  great  complaint ; 
our  hearts  long  very  miieh  to  go  home  ;  my  only  longing  is  to  go  home." 

"  I  do  not  care  about  food,  my  greatest  longing  is  to  get  awa_y  from  the 
island." 

"  I  only  want  to  go  home  ;  my  heart  is  very  sore,  as  I  have  a  wife  and 
children  and  want  to  see  them." 

Such  and  similar  expressions  one  hears  from  a  great  many  male  patients. 

Some  patients  woTild  be  «<//.s;^«Hf  they  could  be  ^(^(//rf/ff^er/ o?«  tlw  mainland  to  be  ^^^^ 
nearer  their  relations  and  friends.    At  present  the  difficulty  of  access  to  the  island  makes 
it  \'ory  inconvenient,  if  not  impossible,  for  their  friends  and  relations  to  visit  them. 

A  great  many  patients  consider  Robhen  Island  generaHij  a  very  unhealthy  place,  and  3^" 
ai  e  of  opinion  that  their  disease  gets  rapidly  worse  on  the  island.    They  complain  that  '^'''^ 
it  is  too  hot  in  summer  and  too  cold  in  winter;  that  the  place  is  too  windy;  that  they  have 
no  shelter;  and  that  their  eyes  suffer  a  great  deal  from  sand  and  dust,  and  from  the  glare 
of  the  sand  and  sea. 

The  iron  buildings  are  too  hot  in  summer,  and  too  cold  in  winter.  31O0,  4819 

Many  complain  fs  are  made  about  the  food,  more  especially  about  the  meat,  tea,  and 
coffee ;  the  meat  being  often  poor  in  quality,  and  having  turned  bad  several  times 
during  the  last  season.  The  quantity  of  the  food  is  generally  considered  satisfactory,  not 
so  the  quality.  The  bread  is  good,  but  they  have  to  take  it  dry,  fat  and  butter  being- 
given  only  as  medical  extras  or  for  work  done.  Vegetables  are  plentifiil  generally,  but  s^e  Indpx,  "  Food.' 
there  is  very  little  variety.  Tlie  preparinfi  of  the  food  and  the  cooking  is  bad  on  the 
whole. 

Tobacco  is  bad  and  scarce  at  times. 

Complaints -are  made  about  scarcity  of  clothing.  ^^'^^ 
There  is  very  little  coinfort.    This  is  especially  noticeable  in  the  day  rooms. 
Several  patients  complain  that  they  do  not  receive  any  treatment  at  all  t'or  their  3103,  3272,  siog 
disease. 

Others  say  that  they  have  been  brought  to  the  island  under  false  pretences.  3119,  31.50 

Complaints  are  aho  made  ahoutihe  unfair  oj^e ration  of  the  Segregation  Act,  some  3316,1820 
patients  being  allowed  to  remain  at  their  homes,  whilst  others  are  sent  to  the  island. 

Several  complaints  were  made  about  the  want  of  attendants,  and  also  that  some  of  7182,  7-163,  Tooc 
them  have  been  drunk  at  times. 

Some  patients  do  not  lific  to  complain,  being  afraid  of  ill-treahnent  from  the  attendants. 

Several  patients  complain  of  having  been  threatened  with  revolvers  at  a  disturbance,  3217,  3285 
which  arose  from  bad  meat  having  been  served  out  to  them.    Besides  there  are  many 
complaints  of  minor  importance. 

It  is  only  natural  that  the  leper  patients  who  are  segregated  on  Robben  Island 
against  their  will,  and  who  have  under  the  present  Act  no  hope  of  returning  to  their 
homes,  should  be  disposed  to  tlissatisf action,  and  should  complain  more  than  is  perhaps 
warranted.  But  the  official  visitors  as  well  as  the  members  of  the  Commission 
are  Ratisfi(  d,  that  many  of  the  complaints  are  justified  and  though  many  of  them 
may  not  lie  very  serious  in  themselves,  and  some  indeed  would  have  occurred 
under  any  management,  and  certainly  imder  management  a  good  deal  more 
perfect  than  exists  in  this  undermanned  institution,  the  organisation  of  which 
did  not  keep  pace  with  its  rapid  extension,  there  is  no  doubt  that  to  the  patients 
the  matters  complained  of  have  added  to  the  misery  of  their  lot.  Kvery  rare 
therefore  should  be  taken  to   remove   all  reasonable  a^d   even  some  unreason- 
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able  grounds  of  complaint,  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  thepe  ponple,  for  no  crimo 
■ISO  I  that  they  have  committed,  but  solely  lor  the  public  good,  are,  -with  minds  keenly  alivH 
to  their  position,  banished  to  a  baiTon  island,  there  to  be  detained  probably  till  death 
The  Commission  are  recommending  vaiious  improvements  in  the  housing  and 
maintenance  of  the  lepers,  and  when  tl\ose  improvements  are  completed,  the  condi- 
tions of  the  unfortunate  victims  of  the  disease  -will  be  greatly  ameliorated,  and  we  feel 
sure  that  complaints  will  be  less  numerous, 

Btaf  and  Administration. 

The  male  leper  asylum,  containing  330  patients,  is  under  the  direct 
oontrol  of  a  male  leper  superintendent  who  is  assisted  by  two  nurses,  eleven  male 
attendants,  and  a  stafi  of  leper  assistants.  There  is  a  cook  for  the  nurses, 
two  male  cooks  for  the  kitchen,  an  engine  driver  for  the  laundry,  and  a  shoemaker. 
The  stafi  of  leper  assistants  consists  of  24  ward  assistants,  seven  dressers,  five  scullery- 
men,  one  inside  sanitary  w^orker,  ten  outside  sanitary  Avorkers,  eleven  laundrymen,  two 
tailors,  one  shoemaker,  and  three  grave-diggers  :  a  total  of  64  paid  leper  assistants. 

The  male  leper  superintendent  was  appointed  to  his  present  ofiice  in  1S90.  He 
did  good  service  in  organising  the  old  male  leper  asylum,  etiecting  m&ny  improve- 
ments, and  working  for  a  considerable  period  single-handed.  His  duties  are  to  loo]\ 
after  the  cooking  and  food,  dress  wounds  if  required,  and  general  supervision.  The 
nurses  have  surgical  care  of  the  two  wards  of  the  hospital  pavilion.  The  attendants 
have  charge  of  the  wards,  see  to  the  cutting-up  of  the  food  and  its  distribution,  and 
scrub  the  wards  oncii  a  week,  and  the  day  rooms  every  other  day. 

277  Enquiry  ■fl'as  made  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  present  working  stafi'.  We  are  of 
opinion  that  the  supervision  of  the  patients  is  not  close  enough  either  during  the  day  or 
the  night.  Many  j)atients  suffering  from  acute  affections  live  scattered  in  the  various 
wards,  and  many  others  who  are  able  to  be  up,  but  whose  wounds  need  dressing,  scarcely 
seem  able  to  attend  at  the  outpatients'  department,  so  that  a  good  deal  of  dressing  of 
wounds  goes  on  in  every  part  of  the  asyhmi;  ("The  lepers  dress  themselves  very 
7003  f'ften,  I  look  at  them  occasionally  "  ).  The  lepers,  as  a  class,  seem  to  be  very  kind  and 
attentive  to  each  other  ;  one  witness  speaks  of  lepers  sitting  up  witli  their  fellows  in 
times  of  sickness,  and  holding  them  in  their  arms  for  hours.  But  it  is  not  enough  to 
rely  on  this  in  a  hospital,  and  we  can  see  no  other  plan  than  that  of  increasing  tlie 
staff. 

5246  There  is  not  close  enough  supervision  in  many  other  matters,  e.g.,  in  the  inspection 
of  the  food,  and  its  distribution  ;  in  seeing  to  the  personal  cle.anliness  of  the  patients ;  in 
organising  working  parties  ;  in  taking  care  that  regulations  are  obeyed  dimng  visiting  of 
friends,  &c.,  &e.  The  attendants  seem  to  go  off  duty  at  five  p.m.  ;  the  solitary  night 
attendant  does  not  come  on  duty  till  eight  or  nine,  so  that  during  certain  hours  no  one  is 
on  duty  in  the  wards,  except  the  leper  assistants.  If  a  patient  is  dying  or  very  ill,  it  is 
said  the  nurses  are  fetched.  Even  in  the  liospital  pavilion  the  nurses  on  alternate 
7896,  7898  days  go  off  duty  at  six,  Avhich  leaves  the  hospital  unattended  for  iwc,-  hours.  In  the 
evening,  no  one  seems  responsible  for  reporting  whether  any  patient  does  not  return  at  the 
stated  time.  Dming  the  night  there  is  only  one  night  attendant  for  tlie  330  patients,  and 
he  in  the  very  nature  of  things  is  utterly  unable  to  properly  look  after  six  pavilions,  see 
that  the  sick  and  tlie  dying  receive  proper  care  and  medical  aid,  and  attend  to  the 
general  state  of  the  wards. 

The  superintendent  of  male  lepers  stated  that  he  lias  no  fixed  hours,  that  he  is  at 
work  at  all  times,  early  and  late,  that  he  is  undermanned,  that  it  is  impossible  for  him 
to  super\dse  everything.  "  I  think  the  lepers  are  pretty  well  satisfied  with  ^vhat  I  d(^ 
for  them ;  I  always  tell  them  if  there  is  anything  they  want  to  let  me  know ;  there  arc 
some  300  patients,  and  one  cannot  remember  every  little  thing.",  "  There  should  be  one 
attendant  to  each  ward  ;  formerly,  this  was  the  strength,  but  it  was  thought  that  the 
patients  would  help,  if  paid  a  small  sum,  and  accordingly  one  attendant  was  done  away 
with,  and  four  boys  engaged  in  his  place." 
4736  4907,  3566,  ^  The  official  visitors  recommend  an  increase  in  the  staff  :— "  The  staff  should  be  con- 
siderably strengthened  so  as  to  allow  the  sanitary  and  other  arrangements  to  be  efficiently 
carried  out."  [Mr.  W.  E.  Iloorc).  "I  think  there  should  be  an  increase  in  the 
nursing  staff  "  (ii/r.  F.  F.  Ruthn-foord).  Dr.  Eyre,  from  his  former  experience  of  the 
working  of  the  leper  wards,  thinks  that  there  should  be  four  trained  attendants  for 
every  100  patients,  three  for  the  day,  and  one  for  the  night.  Another  witness  states, 
"  I  am  afraid  there  is  not  sufficient  management  or  control." 

We  are  satisfied  from  om-  own  observations  and  from  the  evidence,  that  the  staff 
of  the  male  leper  asylum  should  be  considerably  increased. 
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A  (lift'orciu^e  oJ'  opinion  was  expressed  as  to  the  kind  of  nursing  staff  that  is  most 
suitable,  and  in  eouuectiou  with  the  question  of  increasing  the  staE  this  point  has  to  be 
decided ;  whether  it  Avould  be  better  to  engage  trained  female  nurses,  or  to  increase  the 
u  amber  of  male  attendants,  or  still  further,  add  to  the  number  of  paid  leper  assistants. 

On  this  point  Dr.  Impey  says,  "  I  would  rather  have  a  person  who  treated  the  patients  '^'^'^^ 
kindly  than  one  who  wanted  too  much  hospital  discipline  so  to  speak.    I  think  the 
object  should  be  to  n^ake  the  joatients  as  comfortable  as  possible  and  segregate  them  in 
as  gentle  a  nianner  as  possible.    I  do  not  look  upon  a  leper  asylum  as  a  hospital  pure 
and  simple  ;  it  is  a  home  for  incurables.    Last  year  we  tried  trained  nurses  ;  they  were 
very  satisfactory  from  a  medical  point  of  vie.AV,  but  the  patients  were  up  in  arms  against  ekii  t 
them  altogether,  simply  because  they  were  constantly  washing  and  dressing  the  wounds,  GLilG 
ftud  the  patients  liad  no  rest.    The  great  tiling  is  tact  in  the  management  of  the  leper 
patients."  Again,  "  It  is  generally  more  difficult  to  manage  the  nurses  than  the  patients," 
and  "  as  a  rule  you  find  ordinary  nurses  are  afraid  of  lepers." 

One  Avitness  said :  "  I  do  not  think  the  white  people  should  wait  on  the  coloiu'ed  G'JGG 
people  ;  they  should  be  waited  on  by  coloured  people,  otherwise  tliey  will  get  trouble- 
some, it  is  the  cliaracter  of  the  natives.  I  would  do  away  with  the  practice  of  letting 
white  people  wait  on  the  coloured,  as  the  latter  only  grow  more  and  more  insolent,  and 
seek  more  and  more  of  everything.  The  coloiu'ed  people  ought  to  have  their  own  cooks 
and  attendants  as  in  the  female  asylum."  When  asked  whether  the  same  reasoning 
woidd  not  also  prescribe  a  black  doctor  and  a  black  matron  he  hesitated  to  follow  his 
argument  to  that  conclusion,  but  would  not  admit  that  anything  would  be  gained  by 
the  moral  inliuence  of  white  nurses  of  a  superior  class,  and  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
coloured  niu'scs  are  very  good  and  kind,  and  better  than  white  nurses  for  lepers. 

The  nurses  of  the  Kimberley  Hospital  staff  from  their  experience  at  Ivobben 
Island,  and  their  knowledge  of  the  amount  of  nursing  work  involved,  recommend  that 
there  should  be  more  nurses  in  the  various  pavilions  with  a  competent  matron  at  their 
head. 

Another  point  to  be  taken  into  account  in  considering  this  question  is  the  alarming 
threats  said  to  have  been  made  by  ceiiain  lepers  to  do  personal  violence  to  the  nurses. 
At  one  time  these  threats  gave  rise,  we  are  informed,  to  grave  uneasiness  on  the  part 
of  the  nm'sing  staff  and  the  administration,  though,  except  in  one  solitary  instance,  no 
actual  violence  was  used.  The  nurses  who  have  favoured  us  with  their  vieAvs  do  not 
a^jparently  attach  much  importance  to  these  threats,  and  it  would  be  a  strange  and 
unheard  of  thing  if  hospital  nurses  received  rudeness  or  violence  at  the  hands  of  any 
men  to  whom  they  were  ministering,  and  were  not  supported  and  protected  in  their 
work.    Nurse  Foster  says  the  patients  were  always  respectful  to  the  nurses. 

The  particular  mode  in  which  the  staff  should  be  increased  is  a  matter  that  may 
fairly  be  left  to  the  medical  superintendent's  disci'etion ;  but  ^^'e  may  indicate  our 
opinion  that  tliere  should  bo  at  least  one  white  attendant  to  each  of  the  Avards,  that  in 
the  European  ward  there  should  be  two  attendants,  and  that  extra  attendants  shouhl 
be  engaged  for  any  }iaying  patients  Avhose  contributions  Avarrant  it.  This  scale  Avould  3^99 
increase  the  present  staff  of  attendants  from  eight  to  twelve  or  thirteen. 

One  night  attendant  for  330  patients  is  quite  inadequate,  and  we  Avould  recommend 
that  two  additional  jiight  attendants  be  appointed ;  one  would  then  have  charge  of  the 
hospital  pavilion,  one  the  European  ward  and  adjoining  pavilion,  and  one  the  ramainiug 
part  of  the  establishment.  In  the  Estimates  for  1893-94,  as  finally  passed,  m'c  observe 
that  for  the  male  leper  wards  provision  Avas  made  for  a  head  nui'se,  12  nm-ses.  and  17 
attendants. 

As  to  the  number  of  the  leper  assistants,  Ave  think  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
that  the  lepers  should  be  encouraged  to  assist  in  the  working  of  the  establishment  in 
every  possible  Avay  ;  the  employment  of  the  patients  conduces  to  their  happiness,  lessens 
discontent,  and  facilitates  the  working  and  good  government  of  the  iustitutiou.  W e 
think  that  there  might  be  a  great  extension  in  this  matter  of  systematic  industrial 
occiqtation  for  the  patients  Avitli  great  gain  in  eveiy  Avay  to  the  community.  Of  the 
■V-'iO  male  ]>atieuts  only  til  arc  syslematicnlly  employed,  a  perceutuge  of  19. 

In  the  General  Leper  As_ylum,  Mahaica,  British  Guiana,  75  per  cent,  of  the  men 
were  employed  (see  Hillis,  Leprosy  in  British  Guiana,  1881,  p.  245) — "  There  is 
nothing  more  injurious  or  subA^ersive  of  discipline  than  having  a  number  of  chroiiically 
diseased  peo]>lo  who  are  able  to  do  a  little  work  huddled  together  in  listless  apathy. 
The  evil  habits  the  lepers  had  got  into  were  A'ery  difficult  to  overcome  and  remove. 
The  only  inducement  I  was  in  a  position  to  offer,  a  little  tobacco  or  sugar  as 
extras,  they  had  already  received;  of  the  latter  in  hurtful  quantities,  the  curtailment  of 
which  they  looked  upon  of  itself  as  a  heavy  grievance.  The  Government,  however,  granted 
the  sum  of  29  dols.  a  month  to  be  given  as  gratuities,  Avhich  enabled  me  to  haA-e  a  good 
deal  of  work  doiie,  to  the  benefit  of  all  concerned.    The  folloAving  is  an  extract  from  the 
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work  book  showing  the  nature  of  the  work  they  are  engaged  in.  The  tinsmith's  shop 
has  only  been  in  operation  four  months  :  overseer,  1  ;  minding  the  boys,  1 ;  carpenters 
and  apprentices,  5 ;  shoemakers  and  apprentices,  6 ;  tinsmiths  and  apprentices,  4 ; 
hospital  nurses  and  dressers,  7 ;  whitewashers  and  painters,  4  ;  tailors,  3  ;  pioneerw, 
scavengers,  scrubbers,  &c.,  14;  yard  sweepers,  0 ;  Avarders  (responsible  for  cleanliness 
and  order  in  their  wards),  5  ;  schoolmaster  ;  water  caniers,  2  ;  warders,  4  ;  transporting, 
collecting  and  cutting  up  firewood,  6  ;  grave  digger  ;  grass  weeders,  7  ;  boy  to  mind 
donkey;  lamp  lighter;  pulverising  earth  for  latrines,  14;  meal  servers  and  general 
jobbers  (all  boys),  7;  1  man  tending  the  blind;  1  to  clean  cooking  apparatus ;  total 
92  out  of  122.  I  have  encoui-aged  as  much  as  possible  trades  ;  the  work  is  liked  aud  it 
is  useful."  In  later  reports  the  proportion  of  workers  is, not  so  high,  being  143  out  of 
290  in  1888,  and  123  out  of  268  in  1889  ;  but  still  considerably  higher  than  the  RobbeL 
Island  returns. 

In  Dr.  Beaven  Eake's  Leper  Asylum,  Trinidad,  allotments  of  garden  ground  are 
given  to  the  lepers,  and  garden  produce  bouglit  from  them  at  half  the  usual  price. 
Employment  is  recognised  as  an  effectual  agent  in  keeping  the  patients  out  of  mischief, 
and  also  as  exerting  a  very  salutary  efPect  on  their  health. 

We  are  aware  of  the  exceptional  cliffieulties  that  Robben  Island  offers  to  the  em- 
ployment of  patients  in  the  most  healthy  and  suitable  pursuit  of  all — gardening, — but 
we  are  satisfied,  greater  attention  to  the  employment  of  the  patients  and  the  exercise 
of  ingenuity  and  tact  would  result  in  useful  occupation  being  found  for  a  much  larger 
number  than  at  present,  with  marked  benefit  to  the  establishment.  And  we  would 
recommend  that  an  I  increased  sum  be  expended  in  gratuities  to  patients  so  employed. 

The  64  paid  leper  workers  receive  sums  ranging  from  6s.  a  mouth  to  £2  5s. ;  the 
majority  receiving  about  12s.  6d.  a  month.  Patients  would  be  able  to  expend  their 
small  sums  in  the  shop  that  at  present  exists  in  the  leper  bounds,  and  could  thus  treat 
themselves  to  many  little  luxuries  or  they  might  be  encouraged  to  save  and  send  small 
sums  to  their  wives  and  children  at  home.  The  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  should  be 
accessible  to  them,  and  they  should  be  made  to  feel  that  tliey  are  working  for  them- 
selves and  their  families,  rather  than  the  Q-overnment. 

The  following  recoinmendations  as  to  points  of  detail  in  management  would 
appeal'  to  the  Commission  as  absolutely  essential  for  the  good  administration  of  the 
wards : — 

Female  Wards. 
AccommodaHon  of  Sinff. 

That  there  should  be  an  office  erected  within  the  compound  suitable  for  the  use 
of  medical  officer,  and  for  staff  who  are  on  duty  day  and  night. 

That  the  residential  accommodation  for  the  matron  and  nursing  staff  shoidd  he 
provided  outside  the  compound. 

Communication. 

Would  recommend  that  the  Femak  Leper  Institution  should  be  connected  by 
telephone  with  head-quarters  in  the  village. 

Ventilation. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  wards  require  a  proper  system  of  ventilation — they  aro 
overcrowded  ;  and  more  attention  should  be  given  to  cubic  space  per  individual. 

Guards. 

We  areof  o]nnion  that  the  present  system  of  night  guards  sliould  be  abolished,  but  that 
the  number  of  night  nurses  in  wards  be  greatly  increased,  aud  that  the  compound  be 
lighted  up  properly. 

Barhf'd  Wire  Fence. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  fence  should  be  extended  and  strengthened,  so  as  to 
have  an  outer  and  an  inner  compound. 

Visits  between  Patients. 
Certain  days  should  be  fixed,  and  visits  allowed  by  special  permit  only,  a  proper 
dayroom  set  apart  for  the  purpose,  and  an  attendant  on  duty. 
In  cases  of  bedridden  patients  special  permit  to  be  given. 

The  male  lepers  not  to  be  allowed  to  walk  in  that  part  of  the  island  where  the 
female  asylum  is ;  nor  to  hang  about  the  compound. 

Exercise. 

The  patients  should  be  exercised  under  sufficient  supervision,  and  the  compound 
ought  to  be  extended. 


A  large  duyrootii  sliould  be  formed  where  patients  could  sit  during  the  day ;  and 
any  benevolent  set  of  individuals,  such  as  the  Sufferer's  Aid  Society,  or  a  society  of 
ladies  might  be  formed  in  Cape  Town  for  collecting  illustrated  papers  for  the  lepers ; 
•and  it  might  he  arranged  to  give  them  sewing  or  knitting  in  order  to  keep  tliem 
occupied— bandages,  &c. 

Baths. 

Sea-bathing  should  bo  oucouraged,  and  arrangements  ought  to  be  made  to  ensure 
the  privacy  of  female  bathers. 

The  scrubbing  of  female  wards  ought  not  to  be  done  by  the  male  convicts.  The 
matron  ought  to  supervise  the  washing  and  scrubbing,  and  a  female  staff  of  washer- 
women should  be  formed. 

Stricter  supervision  and  greater  attention  to  cleanliness  demanded :  but  the  male 
convicts  should  not  be  allowed  to  clean  out  or  be  within  the  female  compound. 

The  horn's  of  meals  ought  to  be  carefully  regulated ;  no  indiscriminate  cooking- 
ought  to  be  countenanced,  and  fat  (a  liberal  supply)  should  be  allowed.  For  the 
natives  a  different  diet  scale  should  be  made,  in  which  mealies  or  Kaffir  corn  ought  to 
appear,  and  for  coolies,  rice.  Small  messes  should  be  encom-aged,  and  the  raeat 
should  be  officially  inspected  on  arrival,  and  rations  to  be  inspected  at  meal  times. 
There  should  be  at  least  one  responsible  non-leprous  trained  cook. 

The  bathing  and  washing  of  patients  should  be  attended  to,  and  sufficient  bath 
accommodation,  with  Avarm  water,  should  be  given,  so  as  to  make  it  possible  for  each 
individual  to  have  a  bath  at  least  every  second  day.  Certain  rules  and  regulations 
ought  to  be  made  for  compelling  each  individual  to  be  bathed  twice  a  week. 

Hospital. 

A  hospital  should  be  maintained,  and  the  dressing  of  wounds,  &c.,  should  be 
carefully  done,  and  the  old  dressings  destroyed  by  burning.  The  dressing  of  wounds 
should  be  under  the  supervision  of  a  qualified  nm'se ;  and  dming  the  night  there  should 
be  a  night  nurse  on  duty,  and  more  attention  oixght  to  be  paid  to  medical  treatment. 

Male  Wards. 

Ventilation  should  be  improved  in  the  iron  and  wooden  wards. 

Dayrooms  should  be  heated  in  winter,  and  made  more  bright,  comf'n table  and 
attractive,  and  should  be  better  ventilated. 

Small  isolation  rooms  are  wanted  for  erysipelas,  and  single  rooms  for  the  better 
behaved  patients. 

The  classification  of  patients  should  be  extended.  For  insane  lepers  special 
accommodation  should  be  provided,  and  also  for  convicts. 

Children  under  sixteen  should  be  removed  to  a  se])arate  ward  apart  from  the 

men. 

Private  patients  require  stoves  for  heating  in  wintei'. 

Proper  lavatories  attached  to  each  ward  should  be  arrauged,  the  bathrooms 
should  be  improved,  and  each  patient  should  have  a  bath  at  least  twice  a  week.  The 
bathrooms  and  lavatories  should  be  regularly  supervised. 

Air-beds  and  water-beds  are  wanted  for  patients  recpiiriug  them. 

An  extra  out-patient  department  near  the  further  end  of  the  male  leper  asylum 
IS  necessary,  to  be  more  convenient  for  patients  who  cannot  walk  so  far  as  the  jn'esent 
sm'gery. 

Disinfectants  should  be  liberally  suj^plied  for  visitors  and  attendants. 
The  Malay  kitchen  is  in  an  unsatisfactory  state  and  requires  improvement. 
The  general  kitchen  requires  more  cooks  and  more  cooking  accommodation. 
A  dining  room  for  attendants,  which  may  serve  as  a  sitting  room  also,  with 
kitchen  attached  should  be  provided  without  delay. 

A  drying  chamber  is  badly  needed  at  the  steam  laundiy. 

A  daily  roll-call  should  be  instituted  to  enforce  I'egularity. 

More  care  in  regard  to  the  records  of  clothing  and  kit  books  is  requii'ed. 

Better  inspection  of  the  food  and  better  supervision  during  meals  are  required. 

More  use  should  be  made  of  those  who  are  sufficiently  healthy  to  work. 

Proper  fire-extinguishing  ari'angements  should  be  made. 

The  drainage  shoidd  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Dry  earth  yystom  in  the  closets  shoidd  be  carefully  carried  out. 

Burning  of  old  clothing,  dressings  and  rubbish  shoidd  be  (he  rule. 

3Iotiuari/, 

There  should  be  a  proper  mortuary  establislied,  and  next  to  it  there  might  be  a  room 
properly  fitted  for  making  iiemivX  ])utii:-inortein  examinations. 
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■  .  '  Faying  Patients. 

Paying  patients  ought  to  be  much,  better  treated. 

Drinldny  of  Well  Water, 

The  wells  ought  to  be  and  have  been  already  condemned,  the  drinking  of  well 
water  ought  in  no  case  to  be  permitted,  and  the  drinking  of  such  shoidd  be  prohibited. 

Ni(jht-mll. 

Insufficient  attention  seems  to  be  paid  to  this,  and  the  condition  of  the  closets  is 
bad.  The  closets  should  be  scrubbed  daily  and  a  liberal  su]iply  of  Jeyes'  Fluid,  carbolic 
acid,  and  other  disinfectants  used.  The  tubs  must  be  cleaned  out  daily  and  duplicate 
tubs  kept,  while  plenty  of  dry  earth  should  be  used  with  the  tubs.  The  depositing  of 
night  soil  by  the  patients  in  improper  places  ought  to  be  made  a  civil  offence  and 
punishable. 

Drainage. 

Proper  drainage  ought  to  be  carried  out  and  catch-pits  abolished. 

-Interments. 

The  graveyard  ought  to  be  removed  from,  and  be  placed  out  of  sight  of  the  leper 
settlement  and  a  special  trolley  should  be  kept  for  the  removal  of  the  bodies. 

Kit  and  Eqaifineiit. 

Some  method  such  as  that  in  use  in  gaols  ought  to  be  adopted,  whereby  a  record 
of  the  kit  issued  to  each  is  carefully  kept,  and  a  record  of  all  clothing  issued,  con- 
demned, or  destroyed,  and  a  note  should  be  kept  of  any  clothing  brought  to  the 
island  by  jjatients. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  may  be  classified  imder  : — 

1.  Wells. 

2.  Rain  water. 

3.  Cape  Town  water  imported. 

198         The  water  of  the  island  is  deficient  in  quantity,  and  bad  in  quality. 

Wells,  always  to  be  looked  upon  with  suspicion,  are  the  chief  som-ce  of  supjily.  lu 
a  sand  and  rock  formation,  when  the  sanitation  is  decidedly  imperfect,  when  discipline 
is  weak  and  Avhen  such  a  large  amount  of  disease  exists,  the  drinking  of  well  water 
should  be  looked  upon  as  next  to  an  offence.    Upon  examination  of  the  water  these 

87io,  a733,  8737  wells  have  been  condemned  for  drinking  purposes.  There  appears  to  be  no  doubt  but 
that  well  water  is  still  used  for  drinking  and  cooking  purposes  in  the  female  compound, 
though  the  well  is  situated  only  200  yards  from  an  old  burial  ground,  and  on  a  lower 
level.    The  existence  of  rock  between  the  cemetery  and  the  well  should  be  no  guarantee 

,  of  the  potability  of  the  water.    There  should  be  some  rigid  rule  forbidding  the  use  of 

well  water  for  drinking,  and  we  need  merely  quote  from  Dr.  Gregory's  report  of  6th 
December,  1893,  to  show  there  is  necessity  for  such  a  suggestion.  He  says — "  Inmates 
of  the  female  settlement  are  driiddng  water  from  the  condemned  central  well.  It 
seems  useless  to  allude  to  this,  as  I  have  done  so  on  former  occasions  without  avaU." 
8760  This  well  water  for  the  females  is  raised  by  band-pumping,  done  by  four  lunatio 
patients,  and  there  have  been  occasions  when  there  has  not  been  sufiicient  water  for  the 
washing  of  patients'  wounds. 
6y.>>  For  washing  and  cleansing  purposes,  and  for  irrigation,  there  can  be  no  objection 
to  well  water,  but,  without  a  very  perfect  system  of  raising,  there  will  always  be  a 
danger  of  an  insufficient  supply.  At  preseiit,  for  irrigation,  the  supply  is  qidte  in- 
sufficient. 

7,501  Rain  water  is  now  conserved  in  underground  cemented  tanks,  of  which  there  arc 
two  in  the  female  compound.  The  water  is  caught  from  the  roofs  of  the  paviHons. 
These  tanks  are  to  sujiply  drinlting  water,  and  that  Tised  for  cooking  purposes.  A  strict 
supervision  and  inspection  will  have  to  be  kept  to  avoid  these  becoming  a  source  of 
danger  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants.  During  the  svimmer  months  there  will  be  a 
danger  of  insufficiency. 

1:03,  8721         Cape  Town  water  had  to  be  carried  to  the  island  during  the  summer  of  1893-9'!, 
and  this  too  is  most  unsatisfactory,  as  being  expensive,  and  at  times  uncertain. 
;!(isi,  2304,  2323,  Formerly  the  male  leper  asylum  was  supplied  with  water  from  the  two  wells  in  the 
8/21.  2298         village,  for  culinary  and  drinking  pur}><3ses  as  well  as  for  bathing  and  washing. 
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Since  this  water  has  been  analj'sed  and  reported  to  he  unfit  for  drinking,  it  has 
only  been  used  for  bathing  and  washing. 

Now  rain  water  and  water  from  the  mainland  are  used  for  flrinking  and  cooking.  At 
the  male  leper  wards  seven  iinderground  cement  tanks  for  rahi  water,  eaeli  capable  of 
holding  about  1(3,000  gallons  of  water,  have  been  constructed.  Next  season,  when  all  these 
tanks  are  finished,  the  authorities  hope  that  suflftcient  water  will  be  caught  to  give  tlio 
settlement  an  abundant  supply  for  the  next  dry  season. 

We  regret  that  we  are  unable  to  share  this  opinion  ;  when  all  has  been  done  that 
is  proposed,  there  will  still  in  our  opinion  be  an  insufficiency  of  pure  water  for  the  use 
of  this  large  establishment.  Precautions  must  be  taken  to  prevent  patients  drinking 
water  from  the  wells. 

Sanitation. 

The  tub  system  is  very  imperfectly  carried  out.    The  tubs  are  said  to  be  emptied  ^'"'^^ 
and  cleansed  daily,  but  this  we  find  is  freqixently  neglected  for  days  together  until  the 
"stench  is  vile."   This  branch  of  sanitary  matters  must  be  described  as  exceedingly  bad. 
There  is  a  great  dearth  of  disinfectants,  if  they  are  ever  used  at  all.    No  dry  earth  is 
ever  used. 

The  tubs  are  emptied  by  convicts,  the  night-soil  being  tipped  into  the  sea  near  ^^^^ 
Murray's  Bay.    From  Dr.  Grregory's  report  of  6th  December,  1893,  we  gather  that 
some  improvement  is  necessary  at  the  tipping  places  to  avoid  a  deposit  of  stercus  on  the 
projecting  rocks. 

The  closets  should  be  scrubbed  daily  and  a  liberal  siipply  of  some  disinfectant  used.  ■1771,  173S,  4734, 
Dry  earth  system  should  be  adopted  and  carried  out  to  the  letter.    The  tubs  should  be  '  ' 
changed  daily  [i.e.,  there  should  be  duplicate  tubs.) 

Under  this  head  attention  should  be  drawn  to  ilie  fact  that  at  present  there  is  no 
provision  made  for  the  punishment  of  persons  who  refuse  to  use  the  closets  and  recklessly 
deposit  night-soil  in  improper  places.    No  action  can  be  taken  under  the  Police  Olfenceg  2i3 
Act.    Possibly  if  they  coixld  be  dealt  with  under  the  Common  Ijaw  tliis  would  obviate 
the  difiiculty. 

The  present  want  of  proper  drainage  is  having  attention  and  a  system  is  being 
worked  out. 

We  found  no  system  of  dra'nage  actually  in  existence,  though  there  is  a  drain 
carrying  the  slop  water  from  the  kitchen  to  the  sea  and  another  from  the  washing  floor 
to  the  sea.  These  drains  should  form  the  back-bone  of  a  thorough  system,  and  this  we 
believe  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Administration. 

The  catch  pits  in  various  parts  should  be  done  away  witli. 


Burial  Ground. 

The  present  burial  ground  is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  island  midway  between  227;),  ^283,  221 
male  and  female  leper  compounds,  and  is  enclosed  by  wire  fence.  ,56;il"  " 

The  old  cemetery  situated  Ijehind  and  above  the  village  has  been  closed  ;  it  is 
said  to  contain  thousands  of  graves.    The  soil  to  any  depth  is  pure  sand.    The  graves 
i   are  dug  to  a  depth  of  five  feet  (Dr.  Impey  says  six  to  seven  feet)  and  on  some  occasions 
as  deep  as  six  or  seven  feet. 

In  the  case  of  Malays  a-  separate  grave-yard  is  set  apart.  It  is  about  15  feet  square, 
situated  half-a-mile  from  the  village  and  contains  only  tliree  graves.  The  bodies  are 
not  enclosed  in  coffins  according  to  religious  custom. 

The  usual  coffin  is  of  stout  deal,  pitched  inside.  Tire  corpses  are  conveyed  to 
the  cemetery  on  a  trolley. 

The  grave-yard  should  be  out  of  sight  and  removed  to  an  uninhabited  part  of  island  ; 
the  general  trolley  should  not  be  used. 

Bofj  Quarantine  Station. 

Since  the  passing  of  the  Rabies  Act  the  G-overnment  has  instituted  a  quarantine  s 
camp  for  imported  dogs  upon  the  island  For  this  purpose  a  small  enclosure  has  been  formed 
within  which  the  kennels  for  the  reception  of  the  dogs  are  placed,  Avhose  waiits  are  attended 
toby  two  keepers  specially  retained  for  this  purpose.  The  transference  of  imported  dogs 
takes  place  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  arrival,  and  their  respective  owners 
have  to  pay  for  their  maintenance  and  care.  The  period  of  quarantine  being  three 
months,  it  necessarily  follows  that  the  cost  when  added  to  that  of  carriage  to  the  Colony 
from  other  shores  materially  adds  to  the  value  of  the  animals,  and  it  might  be  considered, 
that  us  these  costs  are  much  the  same  for  any  class  of  dog,  only  valuabh'  dogs  be 
imported.  No  one  owning  such  an  animal  will  care  to  leave  it  absolutely  to  the  nipreies 
of  the  authorities  during  the  whole  period  of  quarantine,  and  hence  the  island  must  be 
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visited  at  frequent  intervals  by  individuals  either  owning  ur  having  some  interest  in  the 
imprisoned  canine  inhabitants.  The  situation  of  the  kennels  is  such  that  any  individual 
visiting  the  kennels  might  if  his  curiosity  prompted  him  visit  the  wards,  a  condition  of 
things  which  is  by  no  means  faA'Ourablo  to  complete  segregation.  On  the  othei'  hand, 
however,  the  welfare  and  comfort  of  the  patients  themselves  cannot  be  added  to  by  the 
S(jund  of  barking  which  emanates  from  tlie  collection  in  the  keimels,  and  for  this  latter 
reason  alone  much  might  be  said  in  favour  of  the  removal  of  the  kennels.  No  one  can 
feel  tempted  to  deny  to  the  poor  lepers  the  sjnnpathy  of  their  own  friends,  and  mider 
certain  condition  their  visits  should  be  encouraged,  but  if  the  leper  establishment  is 
maintained  on  the  island  principally  for  the  reason  that  segregation  is  the  more  readily 
and  completely  maintained,  then  all  unnecessary  visits  to  the  island  by  others  than  the 
officials  or  friends  ought  to  be  as  far  as  possible  prevented. 

GrENEUAL  Administration. 

The  leper  establishment  consists  of  a  male  leper  asylum,  and  a  female  leper 
asylum,  and  is  under  the  direct  control  of  the  chief  and  medical  superintendent,  Dr. 
Impey.  Dr.  Impey  is  assisted  in  general  administrative  duties  by  an  assistant  lay 
superintendent  (Mr.  Powys  Jones),  and  in  his  medical  duties  by  an  assistant  medical 
officer  (Dr.  Todd). 

Medical  Staff. 

4904'  8^130^'  10^^^'  ■^^^  insufficiency  of  the  medical  staff  is  too  obvious  to  need  much  comment.  There 
1088.5  '  '  '  were  two  medical  officers  in  1880,  when  the  establishment  contained  315  patients  ;  (187 
insane,  89  chronic  sick,  and  39  voluntary  leper  patients) ;  and  there  are  still  only  two 
medical  officers,  though  the  patients  have  nearly  trebled  (828),  and  the  general  work  of 
the  establishment  has  correspondingly  increasecl.  Two  medical  men  have  to  attend  to 
537  lepers,  living  in  pavilions  scattered  over  a  wide  area  of  ground, — many  of  them  in 
very  feeble  health,  and  needing  as  much  medical  attention  as  acute  cases  in  a  general 
hospital,  all  of  tliem  subject  to  confinement  and  segregation  for  an  indefinite  time,  away 
from  home  and  friends,  on  account  of  a  bodily  disease,  which  it  becomes  an  incumbent 
duty  under  the  circumstances  to  observe  and  study  with  all  the  acuteness  that  medical 
science  can  command. 

Ftu'thermore,  these  two  medical  men  have  to  attend  to  278  insane  patients,  to  visit 
and  attend  cases  of  sickness  occurring  in  the  families  of  the  staff  and  work  people 
numbering  400,  and  to  act  as  visiting  medical  officer  to  the  convict  station,  containing 
100  men.  And  Dr.  Impey  has  further  charge  of  the  general  adniinistration  of  the 
island,  which  alone  would  make  a  great  inroad  on  one  man's  time. 

It  is  impossible  for  tw^o  medical  men  to  satisfactorily  perform  the  duties  required  of 
them,  and  in  justice  to  them  this  fact  should  be  borne  in  mind  when  various  shortcomings 
are  alluded  to  in  the  medical  management  and  supervision. 
6650,  6574  All  the  witnesses  examined  on  the  point  agreed  as  to  the  insufficiency  of  the 
medical  staff.  Dr.  Impey  said : — "  It  is  as  much  as  we  can  do  to  get  through  the 
ordinary  routine  Avork ;  more  might  be  done  in  the  way  of  treatment  ;  no  connected 
scientific  work  can  be  done."  Lately,  when  Dr.  Todd  was  over  giving  evidence  before 
the  Commission,  Dr.  Impey  was  laid  up  for  two  days  and  was  unable  to  do  any  work ; 
fortunately  there  were  no  very  urgent  cases,  but  there  might  have  been.  He  thinks 
that  there  should  be  two  additional  medical  assistants,  one  to  help  in  general  medical 
work,  and  the  other  to  be  a  pathologist  and  bacteriologist. 
5018  Dr.  Todd,  the  assistant  medical  officer,  admits  that  the  medical  staff  is  under- 
manned, and  that  there  is  not  sufficient  time  to  study  leprosy  clinically,  pathologically 
or  bacteriologically,  though  lie  fully  recognises  the  importance  of  such  study ;  and  he 
also  lays  stress  on  the  fact  that  in  the  case  of  the  illness  or  temporary  absence  of  one  of 
the  medical  men,  the  other  has  to  visit  every  patient  on  the  island — lepers,  insane, 
convicts,  attendants,  workmen,  the  staff  and  their  families.  In  the  absence  of  the 
dispenser,  too,  the  dispensing  for  the  whole  of  the  establishment  falls  upon  him.  He 
suggests  that  two  more  medical  men  would  be  required  to  perform  the  medical  duties 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public  and  the  profession.  Bacteriological  work  and  careful 
clinical  reports  of  cases  would  have  a  direct  bearing  on  the  possibility  of  safely 
discharging  certain  classes  of  cases. 
3871  The  clinical  records,  we  are  bound  to  say,  are  fuller  tliau  might  justly  have  been 
expected,  when  the  volume  of  work  and  medical  shorthancledness  is  taken  into  account 
(during  1893,  244  lepers  were  admitted,  and  114  died,  and  497  was  the  daily  average 
number  resident)  ;  but  the  records  are,  nevertheless,  sadly  incomplete,  if  it  is  remem- 
liered  that  the  presence  or  absence  of  certain  facts  as  to  bodily  condition  will  probably 
liave  an  important  bearing  on  the  continued  detention  or  the  liberation  of  a  patient, 
s  r)nl}-  two  post-mortems  were  made  out  of  122  deatlis,  the  pressure  of  work  preventing 


I 


33 


more  pathological  Investigations.  For  some  time  a  store  clerk  took  the  cases  of  every 
new  arrival,  asking  a  series  of  30  questions  approved  by  the  medical  superiuteudcut, 
the  information  gained  being  used  for  the  conipilalion  of  statiytics.  A  eliiiical  assi.s'  ani, 
a  third  year's  medical  student,  has  latterly  assisted  in  ease-taking.  Dr.  Eyre,  a  former 
Robben  Island  medical  officer,  recommends  that  a  competent  expert  should  be  appointed, 
whose  sole  duty  would  be  to  investigate  the  disease  clinically  and  experimentally, 
unhampered  by  administrative  duties. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  McCarthy  says : — "  I  could  never  understand  how  it  is  that  the  jQyo 
Government  which  deemed  two  medical  men  sufficient  years  ago,  do  not  see  the 
necessity  of  having  more  now.  If  two  medical  men  were  necessary  when  there  were 
60  lepers,  surely  more  are  wanted  for  600."  Again:  "It  seems  to  me  a  great  pity 
when  we  have  in  Eobben  Island  one  of  the  few  spots  in  the  world  where  leprosy  can  be 
scientifically  studied,  that  there  should  be  only  two  medical  men,  who  are  simply 
exhausted  by  routine  work,  and  have  no  time  for  scientific  research." 

The  official  visitors  have  recommended  an  additional  medical  officer ;  and  the 
Sontli  African  Medical  Congress  at  its  meeting  in  Cape  Town  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  passed  a  resolution,  niter  visiting  Robben  Island,  placing  on  record  its  opinion 
that  additions  to  the  medical  staff  are  required  to  enable  the  medical  officers  to  study 
the  disease  clinically. 

The  shorthand edness  of  the  medical  staff  has  led  to  the  practice  of  an  undesirable 
shifting  of  the  medical  duties.  If  the  medical  siiperintendent  is  of  opinion,  for 
example,  that  there  are  too  many  complaints  from  the  female  lepers,  he  relieves  the 
assistant  medical  officer  of  the  charge  of  the  female  wards  for  a  time,  that  he  may 
investigate  the  causes  of  complaint  himself.  Unfortunately  this  practice  is  attended 
by  difficulties  and  drawbacks  that  more  tlian  counterbalance  its  advantages.  On  tliis 
point,  the  assistant  medical  officer  gave  evidence  that  to  Our  minds  has  great  weight. 
Putting  aside  his  own  feelings  in  the  matter,  this  liability  to  be  shifted  from  one  estab- 
lishment to  another  is  the  cause,  he  states,  of  consid citable  discontent  among  the  patients  ; 
it  causes  numerous  hitches  and  complaints,  and  destroys  the  very  little  authority  the 
medical  officer  lias  in  the  wards  at  any  time  under  the  present  arrangements.  For 
example,  the  assistant  medical  officer  in  a  note  addressed  to  the  medical  superintendent 
i  asks  for  "  definite  instructions  as  to  the  continuance  of  alterations  which  liave  been  made 
I  in  discipline,  &c.,  during  the  two  months  you  liave  had  charge  of  tlie  male  leper  wards, 
'  and  which  are  of  such  a  nature  that  shouhl  I  discontinue  them  (and  I  disapprove  of 
most  of  them)  I  anticipate  serious  trouble  if  not  disturbance."    (8ee  Appendix.) 


Scienfifir  Ohservafion  of  Dineasr. 

Until  such  work  is  done  systematically  and  continuously  it  will  be  impossible 
!  to  draw  conclusions  of  any  scientific  value.  With  a  view  to  remedy  this  \exy  serious 
I  defect  a  change  m;ist  be  made  in  some  such  directions  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  medical  staff  shoidclbe  increased  permanently  to  four. 
I        2.  One  of  these  must  be  a  bacteriologist  and  patliologist,  who  could  act  as  registrar 
'  and  assist  in  the  general  work  in  times  of  emergency. 

3.  The  medical  officers  should  have  their  ordinary  duties  definitely  defined  b}' 

regulation,  as  to  number  of  visits  daily,  hours  to  be  fixed,  &c. 

4.  Those  doing  duty  on  leper  side  should  be  retained  on  that  side,  as  frequent 

changes  alter  some  matters  of  detail  which  sometimes  increases  difficulties  of 

administration,  and  disturbs  the  continuity  of  \\'ork. 
I       5.  A  clinical  record  sheet  should  be  filled  in  for  each  patient  on  the  form  proposed 
'  by  Commission.    (See  Appendix.) 

6.  The  whole  system  should  have  definiteness,  precision,  and  continuity. 
.       7.  Careful  post-mortems  sliould  be  couduotrfl  in  nil  cases  if  jiossible,  and  recorded; 
I  and  in  every  ease  where  this  was  not  <loup,  the  reasons  should  be  entered  in  a 

book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

Office  of  Iit'nii/fii.f  Mafiififraie  mid  Assis/aiif  Lay  SuprrinleiKhitf. 

The  Colonial  Office  recognised  that  the  duties  of  the  medical  superintendent  had  6578 
become  too  heavy  for  one  man,  and  with  a  view  to  relieve  Dr.  Impey  of  some  of  his 
■  jadrainistrative  duties,  an  assistant  lay  superintendent  was  ajipointei't  in  November, 
1802.  The  medical  superintendent  had  asked  for  the  ajipointment  of  an  additional 
luedical  officer,  representing  that  such  an  officer  would  much  more  effectually  relieve 
I'lira,  but  it  was  decided  to  give  a  trial  to  the  system  of  a  chief  and  medical  snperin- 
rendent  assisted  by  an  assist  ;iut  lay  superintendent. 
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6a79  The  administrative  duties  of  the  assistant  lay  superintendent  were  purposely  left 
uudefined,  the  delegation  being  in  the  discretion  of  the  chief  and  medical  superinten- 
dent. Tue  duties  liave  been  to  assist  generally  in  lay  matters,  to  exercise  a  general 
supervision  over  tlip  office,  to  look  after  the  accounts,  the  restaurant,  police,  &c.,  and 
to  hold  any  enquiries  that  are  necessary.  Dr.  Impey  pxplalned  that  the  work  of  the 
institution  may  be  roughl}^  divided  into  four  parts — 1,  the  lunatic  asylums,  2,  the  leper 
settlements,  3,  the  administrative  department,  and  4,  the  works  department — the  two 
first  are  purely  medical,  the  fourth  is  in  charge  of  the  clerk  of  works,  the  third  is 
j)artly  medical  and  partly  lay.  In  this  department  come  the  accounting  work  of  tlie 
office,  general  office  work,  the  bakery,  butchery,  stores,  dairy,  gai'dpuing,  lauirdry, 
water  distribution,  &o.  Mr.  Jones  has  nominal  cliarge  of  all  the  lay  work  of  tlie 
administrative  department. 

Combined  with  his  general  admiiusti'ative  duties,  tlie  assistant  lay  superintendent 
filled  the  office  of  resident  magistrate  and  was  in   this  capacity  in  charge  of  the 
convict  station  and  of   the  constables  who  guarded  the  lepers  boundary  and  the 
female  leper  establishment. 
10994,  ]020i,  10234  Unable  to  say  that  this  combination  of  the  offices  of  magistrate  and  assist- 

ant lay  superintendent  lias  been  a  success.  In  the  former  capacity  the  incumbent  oi 
the  office  is  independent  of  the  medical  superintendent ;  in  tlie  latter  lie  is  his  subordinatp 
officer  and  responsible  for  much  of  the  administrative  work,  and  his  dual  position  lead.s 
to  clashing  of  aufliorit}',  divided  responsibility,  and  dissatisfaction,  and  is  not  conducive 
to  good  government. 

6078  r£]^p  medical  superintendent,  while  speaking  in  high  terras  of  the  present  holder  of 
the  office  (jVIr.  Powys  .Tones)  reports,  after  a  trial  of  the  system  for  eigliteen  months, 
that  the  appointment  of  an  assistant  lay  superintendent  has  not  been  wholly  successful 
and  has  not  met  the  difficulty.  The  wliole  institution  is  a  medical  one ;  everything 
almost  hinges  upon  professional  matters,  so  that  a  lay  assistant,  however  good  or  willing 
he  may  be,  cannot  afford  mucli  real  assistance.  He  would  like  to  have  another  medical 
assistant  in  place  of  the  lay  assistant. 

6372,  8493  One  of  the  duties  attached  to  the  eombined  office  is  the  investigation  of  complaints 
made  to  the  Colonial  Office  by  the  lepers.  Tliat  there  should  be  some  authority  on  the 
Island  unconnected  with  the  administration  of  tlie  institution,  to  wliom  complaints,  il 
deserving  of  investigation,  could  be  referred  by  the  Colonial  Office,  would  clearly  be  ul 
advantage  in  view  of  the  insular  position  of  the  institution.  And  an  officer  of  the 
standing  of  a  resident  magistrate,  would,  from  his  training,  naturally  be  well  fitted  foi 
the  duty.  Unfortunately,  however,  this  officer  is  in  his  dual  capacity,  also  assistant 
lay  superintendent  and  resj)onsible  for  many  matters  that  would  probably  become  the 
subject  of  investigation.  One  instance  of  this  that  was  brought  very  forcibly  before  us 
may  be  mentioned.  The  lepers  complained  that  bad  meat  was  supplied  to  them  for 
dinner,  and  the  matter  caused  much  excitement,  and  led  to  a  disturbance  that  almost 
eulminnted  in  a  riot.  The  circumstances  were  reported  to  the  Colonial  Office,  and  the 
resident  magistrate  was  requested  to  investigate  and  report..  This,  however,  did  not' 
give  satisfaction  to  a  section  of  the  lepers,  who  pointed  out  to  us  that  the  magistrate, 
MS  lay  superintendent,  was  one  of  tlie  parties  implicated,  and  that  it  was  not  right, 
that  the  investigation  should  be  hold  by  him ;  they  felt  that  he  was  ,  in  fact,  adjudica-' 
ting  on  his  own  case.  And  there  was  no  doubt  some  truth  in  this  view  of  the  matter.l 
It  would  be  better  for  all  paiiies,  and  would  certainly  give  less  room  for  reasonahlel 
objection  if  snob  enquiries  could  be  made  by  an  officer  quite  detached  from  any  repon-^ 
sibility  whatever  as  regards  the  administration  of  the  institution.  i 
10S90,  I0o87  Another  instance  where  the  functions  of  medical  superintendent  and  the  conjoint 
magistrate  and  lay  superintendent  seemed  to  cross  each  other  and  work  badly  was  in  the} 
ease  of  certain  guards  who  were  dismissed  for  not  reporting  the  presence  of  a  man; 
in  the  quarters  of  the  matron  of  the  female  lepers  at  5.30  one  morning  in  March.  The 
matter  was  hushed  up  for  a  time,  but  on  its  coming  to  the  ear  of  the  authorities,  an 
enquiry  was  made  by  the  magistrate  who  summarily  dismissed  two  of  the  guards, 
10891,  10893,  11060  f^^.  breach  of  duty,  for  not  having  reported  the  matter.  The  enquiry  then  seeraeds 
to  halt  at  this  stage,  though  we  are  informed  that  it  was  taken  up  by  the  chief  and| 
medical  superintondcnt,  as  regarded  the  conduct  of  the  officials  under  his  control  ;| 
nevertheless,  the  matter,  tho\igh  urgent,  was  still  subj'nd/ce  six  weeks  after  it  had  come! 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  authorities  ;  the  result  being  that  the  individuals,  who,  toi 
ordinary  people,  A\  ould  seem  to  have  been  the  principal  offenders  went  for  weeks  with-j 
out  any  apparent  reprimand.  A  badly  matched  dual  enquiry  of  this  sort  gives  a  feeling i 
of  injustice  on  the  one  hand,  and  induces  a  relaxation  of  discipline  on  the  other.  j 

3217,  3270  Before  passing  from  this  subject  of  the  relationship  of  the  resident  magistrate  and, 
lay  superintendent  to  the  chief  and  medical  superintendent,  there  is  one  other  point: 
to  which  we  would  draw  attention.  In  the  disturbance  known  as  the  nieat  distm-bance,' 
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it  is  stated  that  the  medical  superintendent  (who  is  a  Justice  of  the  Peace),  gave  orders 
for  the  summary  arrest  of  a  leper,  and  it  is  alleged  that  threats  were  made  that  the  lepers 
would  be  fired  on. 

We  do  not  think  it  is  sufficiently  recognised  that  in  any  disturbances  or  disorders 
that  may  arise  every  endeavour  should  be  made  to  Avait  till  the  magistrate  has  been 
summoned  before  resorting  to  any  extreme  measures ;  and  that  he  alone  should  give 
directions  for  the  preservation  of  law  and  order  to  the  guards  and  police  under  his 
control.  In  an  institution  of  this  character,  with  a  large  population  composed  of 
persons  many  of  whom  are  of  a  troublesome  class,  who  find  themselves  confined  for  life 
owing  to  a  hopeless  bodily  disease,  and  whose  condition  and  circumstances  suggest 
possibilities  that  cannot  be  disregarded,  we  deem  it  of  the  utmost  importance  tliut 
magisterial  functions  and  powers  exercised  over  police  and  convict  guards  should 
be  entirely  dissociated  from  the  powers  of  the  medical  sujDerintendent  or  any  of  his 
staif.  If  such  powers  are  exercised  by  the  latter,  ill-feeling  will  most  certainly  bo 
generated,  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  allay,  and  which  will  seriously  lessen  the  influence 
of  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  in  their  daily  duties. 

Reorganisation  of  Staff. 

That  the  present  organisation  of  the  staff  in  reference  to  the  tAvo  appointments 
under  consideration  does  not  work  well  in  practice  may,  we  thiak,  be  regarded  as 
proved.  Various  suggestions  have  been  made  Avith  a  view  to  placing  matters  on  a 
more  satisfactory  basis. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  lay  and  the  professional  duties  of  the  establishment 
j  should  be  separated,  and  be  undertaken  respectively  by  a  resident  magistrate  and  the 
I  medical  superintendent.  Objections  have  been  raised  to  such  a  division,  and  it  is 
I  possible  that  it  might  be  very  difficult  to  make  it  work  Avell  as  it  might  possibly 
[introduce  another  soui'ce  of  friction,  and  lead  to  a  good  deal  of  double  Avork,  rendering 
i it  doubtful  Avhether  the  good  government  of  the  island  Avould  be  advanced.  It  is  far 
'  better  to  fasten  the  responsibility  of  the  management  of  the  institution  on  one  man 
than  to  have  any  semblance  of  dual  control. 

1       Another  suggestion  Avas  that  the  island  should  be  administered  by  a  civil  admin- 
!  istrator  who  sliovdd  have  general  charge  of  all  departments,  the  medical  officers  being 
required  to  devote  themselves  exclusively  to  the  "purely  medical  duties."    But  as 
I  Dr.  Impey  urges  with  great  force  the  island  exists  entirely  for  the  patients;  and 
{Dr.  Eyre  says: — "I  think  it  would  be  impossible  to  separate  the  administratiA-e 
and  medical  functions  of  the  head  of  the  institution  ;  the  administrative  head  of  the 
island  must  be  a  medical  man,  there  are  so  many  details  connected  with  the  adminis- 
jtration  which  none  but  a  medical  man  could  judge  of  fairly  ;  the  medical  Avork  is  inter- 
'  woven  with  the  Avhole  work  of  the  island  in  every  single  department.    Dr.  Todd  says  : — 
"  I  do  not  think  that  the  chief  of  the  establishment  should  be  a  layman." 

A  third  suggestion  was  that  the  civil  administrator  should  be  a  medical  man,  as 
he  woidd  be  better  able  to  appreciate  the  medical  and  sanitary  questions  chat  pernieate 
j  the  whole  administration.  This  last  is  practically  equivalent  to  the  fourth  suggpstion, 
'that  there  should  be  one  medical  director  or  superintendent  of  the  institution.  This 
iplan,  which  was  in  vogue  until  lately,  has  the  disadvantage  of  not  providing  for  a 
I  resident  magistrate,  whose  presence,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  island, 
lis  most  valuable.  Dr.  Impey,  however,  exprei3sed  an  opinion  that  it  was  not  necessary  to 
!  have  a  magistrate  on  the  island ;  there  is  so  little  magisterial  Avork  to  perform,  and 
I  most  of  the  offences  could  be  dealt  with  by  the  medical  superintendent  under  rules  for 
the  management  of  the  institution,  as  breaches  of  discipline. 

After  fidl  consideration  of  the  various  plans,  the  scheme  which  we  favour  is  that 
I  there  should  be  one  head  of  the  medical  institutions  responsible  for  their  administration, 
and  having  responsible  heads  of  departments  under  him. 

That  the  medical  staff  should  be  strengthened  by  the  appointment  of  two  addi- 
I  tional  medical  officers,  one  being  a  pathologist  and  bacteriologist,  Avhich  would  bring 
i  the  medical  staff  into  something  like  numerical  proportion  to  the  number  of  patients 
j  under  their  care,  and  make  it  possible  to  give  proper  medical  attention  to  the  patients, 
I  to  study  the  disease  carefully  and  to  keep  accurate  records  of  the  cases  and  the  results 
of  treatment,  and  exercise  general  medical  supervision  in  the  different  branches  of  the 
I  establishment. 

I  That  there  should  be  a  resident  magistrate,  but  that  he  should  be  entirely  divested  lO-'OG,  no  ij 
of  any  responsibility  for  the  administration  of  the  medical  institutions  ;  that  he  should  act 
as  civil  commissioner,  receive  and  disburse  moneys ;  should  have  charge  of  the  convict 
station  and  the  police  force,  and  be  the  sole  authority  in  cases  of  disorder  and  disturb^ 
ance  and  breach  of  the  law;  that  he  should  have  charge  of  such  village  Avork  as  could 
l)«  eutir^ly  separated  from  the  sphere  of  asylum  managejfteRt,  as  ior  gs^mplu—tku 
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post-office  work,  school  and  cliurcla  matters,  the  village  club  and  recreation  room,  tlie 
boat  service  and  customs  department,  registratiou  of  births  and  deaths,  the  cemeteries, 
store  for  sales  to  the  staff,  the  lighthouse,  and  exercise  control  over  the  liquor 
fe'affic,  &c.  ;  and  it  is  regarded  as  of  special  importance  that  clerical  work  should,  as 
far  as  possible,  be  done  under  his  su])erintondence. 
10740,  8497,  10R4S,         Further,  that  he  shoidd  be  appointed  one  of  the  official  visitors  to  the  asylums. 

10746  leaving  no  ;[ier8onal  responsibility  for  their  management,  he  would  be  able  at  any  hour, 
night  or  day,  to  make  an  official  inspection  of  any  part  of  the  institution  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Government,  and  his  presence  would,  in  consequence,  tend  to  lessen  the 
evils  arising  from  the  remote  and  isolated  position  of  the  establishment,  and  ovei'come 
the  difficulty  of  satisfactorily  inspecting  the  institution.  The  resident  magistrate  of 
the  district  is  an  official  visitor  of  the  Graham's  Town  Asylum,  and  of  the  Port  Alfred 
Asylum,  and  is  a  valued  accession  to  the  visiting  element. 
1021S  He  would  also  be  available  for  any  local  audits  of  any  of  the  institution  books  of 
account,  stores-books,  &c.,  required  from  time  to  time  by  the  Colonial  Office;  and  it 
would  further  be  advisable  that  the  office  sliovdd  not  be  held  long  by  the  same  individual. 

It  woidd  also  be  well  to  send  a  short  official  notice  to  the  newspapers  of  all  cases 
tried  in  the  magistrate's  court.  Publicity  in  such  matters  is  a  Avholesome  safeguard, 
especially  in  an  island  institution  such  as  Eobben  Island,  for  garbled  reports  and  rumours 
do  an  infinite  amount  of  harm,  and  it  is  better  that  the  public  sliould  know  the  true  facts. 

Si(ituhlUty  of  liohbcH  Idand. 
8132,  5050  The  question  now  presents  itself  whether  Robben  Island  offers  the  best  available 
conditions  for  carrying  out  the  objects  of  segregation.  In  treating  this  part  of  the 
subject  the  evidence  of  lepers  who  are  detained  there  must  be  cautiously  approached. 
The  one  general  cry  of  these  unfortunates  is  that  they  wish  to  go  home  to  their  rela- 
tives and  friends,  hence  it  cannot  be  expected  that  they  will  consider  any  place  of 
.j(i,3y  forcible  detention  a  suitable  one.  According  to  one  witness,  lepers  are  only  too  ready 
to  come  up  and  make  complaints,  and  this  is  not  a  thing  to  be  wondered  at  when  we 
take  into  account  their  unfortunate  condition. 

One  of  the  supposed  advantages  which  Robben  Island  possesses  is  its  insular 
position.  Surrounded  on  every  side  by  a  considerable  expanse  of  water,  the  chances  of 
escape  from  the  island  are  reduced  to  a  minimum,  if  a  little  care  and  foresight  are 
exercised.  An  institution  for  purposes  of  segregation  similar  to  that  on  Robben  Island, 
but  located  on  the  mainland,  would  undoubtedly  involve  greater  cost  in  guarding 
the  inmates  so  as  to  prevent  escapes  ;  but  this  item  in  cost  would,  we  think,  be 
amply  counterbalanced  by  the  saving  «f  expenditure  in  boat  service.  Beyond 
this  it  is  not  possible  to  see  any  special  advantages  in  the  site  chosen,  as  compared 
with  many  spots  on  the  mainland,  and,  if  we  take  into  account  the  manner  in 
which  segregation  is  at  2>resent  carried  out  on  the  island,  the  advantages  which  the 
place  possesses  in  its  insularity  are  to  a  great  extent  nullified  by  the  manner  in  which 
segregation  is  conducted.  This  state  of  matters,  it  may  be  argued,  would  obtain  any- 
where, unless  rules  so  stringent  were  made  and  enforced  that  the  misery  of  the  un- 
fortunates who  suffer  from  leprosy  would  become  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
become  Avholly  unbearable. 

The  insularity  of  Robben  Island,  which  at  first  sight  appears  to  be  a  powerful 
argument  in  favour  of  its  selection  as  a  suitable  spot  for  the  segregation  of  lepers,  has 
certain  disadvantages  which  upon  careful  examination  very  greatly  counterbalance  its 
advantages.  The  expense  of  keeping  up  communication  with  the  island  is  great, 
amounting  in  round  figures  to  about  £2,500  per  annum,  i.e.,  the  interest  at  five  per 
cent,  on  a  capital  of  £50,000. 
Hospitals  Rrport  for  This  expenditure  must  of  necessity  become  greater  if  the  population  of  the  island 
1893,  p.  85.  increased,  and  a  more  frequent  commxinication  with  the  mainland  becomes  a  want. 

^-'"1  Sometimes  thet'e  is  delay  iu  the  transmission  of  goods.  It  has  happened  that  part  of 
a  cargo  which  was  sent  over  coidd  not  be  landed  througli  waut  of  time,  and  had  to  be 
brought  back  to  Ca])e  Town,  involving  extra  expense  and  loss  of  time.  In  rough 
weather  the  difficulty  of  landing  passengers  and  goods  is  greatly  increased.  In  1892 
the  cargo  could  generally  be  landed  at  about  four  p.m.,  now  the  cargo  is  often  not  landed 
till  5-;j0  p  m. 

22>3,  5037,  5050  Passengers  tc  and  from  the  island  often  suffer  greatly  from  sea-sickness,  and,  in 
many  instances,  are  deterred  from  visiting  relatives  or  friends  by  fear  of  the  discomfort 
caused.  One  witness  states  that  he  "  has  known  them  to  be  unable  to  land  goods,  but 
not  passengers,  but  has  heard  of  passengers  being  afraid  to  go  across." 

To  more  than  one  patient  this  is  a  great  hardship.  One  of  them  states:  "The 
only  grievance  I  have  got  is  that  there  is  no  chance  for  my  friends  to  see  me.  I  have 
not  seen  my  father  since  I  have  been  here,  (a  period  of  eighteen  months),  as  he  cannot 
gravel  over  sea  j  he  dreads  the  sea  voyage." 


St 

"  The  sea  voj'age  debars  many  persons  from  visiting  tlieir  leper  friends."   "  I  liavc  ''^^'^ 
known  cases  where  the  friends  of  patients  have  come  from  the  interior,  but,  as  soon  as 
they  came  to  the  sea,  they  would  not  cross  over,  and  went  back  perhaps  600  or  800 
miles :  many  of  them  dread  the  sea,  and  would  not  go  over  to  the  island  for  any 
money." 

This  fear  of  the  sea  voyage,  if  universal,  might  bo  adduced  as  being  advantageous 
to  segregation,  but  as  it  atfects  only  a  certain  class  of  people,  it  is  a  hardship  to  some 
unfortunates  on  the  island  not  to  be  able  to  see  their  friends,  a  hardship,  which  they 
feel  all  the  more  keenly,  because  others  enjoy  a  privilege  from  which  they  are  debarred. 
Fmlher,  it  must  be  evident  that  if  healthy  people  suffer  great  inconvenience  in  the 
transit,  weak  patients  may  have  their  lives  endaugered  by  the  voyage.  An<l  though  in- 
discriminate, unsupervised  visiting  is  fatal  to  segregation,  it  is  an  unnecessary  hardship 
in  a  disease  like  leprosy  to  throAV  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  visits  of  friends,  properly 
supervised.  With  a  certain  class  the  objections  to  kobben  Island  and  tlie  sea  voyage 
arc  so  pronounced,  and  meet  with  such  sympathy,  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  carry 
out  segregation,  if  Kobben  Island  remains  the  sole  establishment.  ^^^^     . . 

To  administrative  and  general  supervision  the  insular  position  of  liobbcu  Island  ^y^^' 
offers  obstacles  which  stand  in  the  way  of  conducting  the  government  of  thc_  island, 
and  the  treatment  of  the  afflicted,  upon  a  thoroughly  soimd  basis.  To  a  considerable 
extent  removed  from  the  public  view,  it  is  in  the  same  proportion  removed  from  public 
criticism.  This,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  there  is  on  the  island  a  community  c(joped 
up  within  narrow  limits,  without  sufficient  amusements  and  recreation  during  spare 
time,  and  wanting  in  sufficient  scope  for  its  activity,  exercises,  it  would  aeem,  a 
prejudicial  elfect  upon  the  general  tone  of  the  official  staff.  The  rcsidt  is  friction 
-between  cliques  and  sections  on  thg  island ;  and  little  disagreements  arise  which 
apparently  cause  a  good  deal  of  soreness  among  officials.  An  unpleasant  feeling  is 
engendered,  which  becomes  intensified  for  want  of  an  outlet.  To  some  extent,  the 
moral  tone  of  the  whole  es'ablisliment  suffers  in  consequence,  and  a  good  deal  of  bitter 
feeling  exists.  "  I  certainly  think,"  says  one  of  the  witnesses,  "that  the  island  is  not 
a  suitable  place,  from  a  social  point  of  view,  for  such  an  institution." 

As  regards  general  aspect,  llctbbcn  Island  is  a  sandy  waste,  "  almost  entirely  197,  3025,^')473, 
without  trees,"  possessed  of  a  scauty  vegetation  of  shrubs  and  stunted  brushwood,  ***^'^>  ^'9- 
without  scenery,  "  desolate  "  looking,  in  want  of  pleasant  surroundings,  and  ex])osed  to 
strong,  nipping  winds,  which  prevent  trees  from  growing  to  any  lieight  so  as  to  relieve 
the  monotony  of  the  place. 

Considered  from  a  climatic  point  of  vicAV,  the  evidence  which  we  have  as  to  the 
fitness  of  Eobben  Island  is  conflicting,  but,  after  a  carefid  consideration  of  all  the 
information  obtained,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  island  has  anything  specially  in  its 
favour,  as  compared  with  many  parts  of  the  nuiinland.  In  the  absence  of  systematic 
and  reliable  meteorological  investigations,  Avhich,  it  may  be  remarked,  is  a  great  want, 
there  are  only  the  ordinary  observations  of  everyday  life  to  go  by,  and,  if  these  are 
trustworthy,  the  climate  of  Robben  Island  is  not  so  good  as  that  of  the  Cape 
Peninsula  generally. 

According  to  some,  the  climate  "is  very  good  indeed,"  and  "very  pleasant"  and  22  (s,  i.sin,  2ijio, 
"dry."  One  witness  considers  the  climate  to'be  "  a  splendid  clinuitc,  the  finest  ]>lacc  2620,  J.yjo,  4/i»2 
in  South  Africa  for  health."  The  place  is  "  a  little  paradise  ;  it  only  wants  a  good  wharf," 
and  one  witness  woidd  "go  and  live  there  to-morrow  if  he  were  strong  enough."  On 
the  other  side,  the  alternations  of  temperature  appear  to  be  rapid.  "  It  is  hot  and  dry 
in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  cool  in  tlic  evenings;  "  it  is  "  very  cold  in  winter  and 
very  hot  in  summer ;  "  it  is  "  too  bleak,"  and  "  the  wind  blows  sometimes  from  all 
quarters." 

In  winter  "  it  is  very  wet  and  desolate,"  and  in  summer  the  patients  couiplain  of 
the  great  "  glare  off  the  sea  and  the  wliite  sand  ;  "  it  is  "  a  horrible  place  ;  tlie  climate 
is  bad  in  every  way  ;  it  is  a  very  windy  place,  and  tlici'e  is  a  great  deal  of  glare  from 
the  sand." 

"  The  south-east  Avind  is  very  trying  to  patients  on  the  island  on  account  of  the  3o94,  TidP,  7497 
exposed  position  of  tlie  place,"  and  the  nortli,  or  north-west  wind,  "  is  damp,  alfects 
the  island  prejudicially,  and  is  sometimes  violent."  Once  in  two  months,  at  least,  a 
lujavy  mist  hangs  about  the  island.  "  I  shoidd  say  that  the  temperature  was  lower 
than  iu  Cape  Town."  The  balance  of  the  evidence  obtained  so  far  is  not  in  favour  of 
Robben  Island.  It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  depressing  effects  arising  from  sudden 
atmospheric  clninges,  from  dampness  in  winter,  favouring  attacks  of  rheumatism,  and 
from  enervating  heat  in  summer,  must  affect  constitutions  weakened  by  a  chronic, 
hitherto  incurable  disease,  prejudicially  ;  and  it  would  seem,  from  evidence  obtaiiied, 
that  the  unfavourable  results  are  more  noticeable  in  the  case  of  patients  from  up-country 
disiricts,  who  are  accustomed  to  a  dry,  bracing  atmosphere,  luitil  they  were  removed  to 
JEiobben  Island.    Not  much  weight  can  be  attached  to  an  opinion  as  to  the  fitness  of  197,  35sa 
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Robben  Island  as  a  leper  hospital,  based  upon  the  death-rate  during  the  last  few  years. 
But  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  the  death-rate  calculated  on  the  average  number  resident 
during  the  years  1<S88-1893  has  been  15,  27,  20,  18,  1(),  and  23  per  cent,  respectively, 
which  is  a  high  death-rate,  compared  Avith  some  other  leper  hospitals. 

4423  Patients  in  the  leper  asylum  complain  that  the  cold  and  moisture  alfect  them 
injuriously,  and  cause  chest  troubles,  while  the  "  glare  of  sea  and  the  sand,"  and  the 
fine  white  sand  which  is  blown  about  by  the  wind,  irritate  their  eyes  and  cause  chronic 
congestion  of  the  conjunctiva  or  tiggravate  already  existing  congestion.  *'  The  glare  is 
very  great,  and  the  sand  is  injurious  to  the  eyes."  The  absence  of  the  shelter  which 
trees  and  other  vegetation  all'ord,  and  of  the  grateful  effect  upon  the  eyes  caused  by 
green  foliage  aggravate  the  discomfort. 

One  of  the  gravest  defects  of  Robben  Island  as  the  site  of  a  large  hospital  is  the 
absence  of  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  Avater.  A  hospital  should  be  supplied  with  at 
least  20  to  25  gallons  per  head  per  day.  The  liobben  Island  supply  has  not  been 
measured  but  it  certainly  falls  far  below  this  quantity. 

ospitals  Report  for         The  water  supply  of  iiobben  Island  chiefly  got  from  wells  has  been  considerably 
1893,  p.  88.       increased  of  late,  but  is  still  insufficient  in  quantity,  if  among  other  things  it  is  to  be 
l^oo'  ^-'f.^'^l'         used  for  irrigation  ;  and  it  is  inferior  in  quality,  being  brackish  and  containing  much 
(o.-,  doo  ,  boo    organic  matter.    "  Uobben  Island  is  a  natural  reservoir,  and  there  is  a  large  number 
of  small  reservoirs,  in  which  the  rainfall  is  collected.    These  are  tapped  by  means  of 
wells.    The  soil  is  very  sandy,  and  the  water  percolates  into  these  wells.    If  you 
examine  the  water  you  will  find  a  lot  of  organic  matter  in  it.    In  how  far  this  '  lot  of 
organic  matter '  may  have  been  and  still  is  the  cause  of  typhoid  fever*  "  which  has  been 
endemic  on  the  island  for  a  long  time,  and  of  which  there  are  attacks  annually,"  it  is 
difficult  to  say,  but  it  is  highly  probable  that  there  is  an  intimate  connection  between 
the  badness  ef  the  water  and  the  endemic  character  of  the  disease. 

2323         The  water  has  been  analysed  and  reported  to  be  unfit  for  use.    This  applies  to  the 
well  water.    In  order  to  provide  drinking  water,  large  underground  tanks  have  been 
Ho&pitalg  Report   made,  and  it  is  expected,  somewhat  sanguinely  we  think,  that  "  next  season,  when  all 
1893,  p.  89.       these  tanks  are  finished,  a  sufficiency  of  water  will  be  caught  to  give  the  settlement  an 
abundant  supply  for  the  next  di-y  season." 

"iio,  Go36,  2260,  In  connection  with  the  water  supply  as  draAvn  from  wells  an  important  consider- 
ation is  the  burying  of  lepers  and  other  chronic  sick  who  die  on  the  island.  From  the 
very  nature  of  the  diseases  which  are  treated  on  Bobbeu  Island  the  death  rate  is 
necessarily  higli,  and  the  space  available  for  cemeteries  is  limited,  therefore  it  may  in 
course  of  time  be  a  difficult  matter  to  bury  the  dead  in  a  suitable  place.  "  The  most 
serious  thing  is  the  difficulty  of  burying  lepers,  the  graves  seem  very  shalloAV,  and  you 
soon  get  down  to  the  rock,"  on  the  east  side  the  island  has  been  used  as  a  vast 
2287  cemetery.  "  Graves  have  been  dug  all  over  the  place,"  "  if  you  visited  the  island  you 
would  find  thousands  of  graves."  If  the  soil  is  sandy  with  a  rocky  bottom  it  is  highly 
probable  that  the  water  which  percolates  into  wells  has  to  some  extent  percolated 
through  the  cemeteries.  If  due  weight  be  attached  to  the  foregoing  startements  it 
would  seem  to  be  unwise  further  to  increase  the  population  of  the  island. 

The  barrenness  and  bleakness  of  Iiobben  Island  might  to  a  great  extent  be 
remedied  by  systematic  attempts  at  tree  planting.    Such  attempts  do  not  appear  to 
Hospitals  Report    have  been  made  in  past  years,  but  the  present  surgeon  superintendent  has  apparently 
1893,  p.  SG.       taken  the  matter  in  hand  vigorously.    "This  year,"  he  says,  "I  have  had  a  large 
number  of  trees  planted  in  and  about  the  village,  and  they  are  thriving  well,    I  have 
also,  as  an  experiment,  put  in  1,000  vine  cuttings,  which  are  doing  well."    It  is  to  be 
deplored  that  more  Avas  not  done  in  previous  years  in  this  direction,  since  Robben 
Island  would  be  improved  in  general  aspect  if  covered  with  an  abundant  vegetation. 
7118,  6626  The  testimony  upon  this  question  of  tree-planting  is  conflicting,  and,  in  the  absence  of  sus- 
tained efforts  to  improve  the  vegetation  of  thei)lace,  unsatisfactory.  There  are  indications, 
however,  which  point  to  the  fact  that  the  difficulties  which  will  have  to  be  overcome 
are  very  great, 

SG62  First,  there  is  an  insufficient  Avater  sujijdy.  The  water  supply  for  sanitary  pur- 
poses is  insufficient,  from  which  we  may  safely  infer  that  there  can  be  no  Avater  to  spare 

7600  for  purposes  of^irrigation.  "  There  are  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  tree  planting  ; 
fij'st,  because  of  the  want  of  water,  and  secondly,  on  account  of  the  rabbits,  there  is 
very  little  water  for  irrigation."  The  water  supply  is  "  alAvays  deficient  and  a  source 
of  trouble." 


*Uta-iug  1893,  there  was  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  ;  22  uasea  ocourred,  two  were  Europeau  adults,  Vi 
Jdi-eu,  and  eight  cooviuts  i  two  y£  the  lattw  died. 


Then  the  character  of  the  soil  must  be  taken  into  consideration.    It  is  sandy  with 
a  rocky  bottom,  and  it  has  yet  to  bo  proved  whether  the  soil  is  deep  enough,  and  fit  for 
the  growth  of  trees,    "  There  is  so  little  depth  of  soil "  that  tree  planting  up  to  the  3530,  3C76 
present,  has  '*  not  been  a  success."    "  The  soil  is  very  sandy,"  and  "  the  wind  interferes 
a  good  deal  with  the  growth  of  trees." 

Shrubs  and  wattles  appear  to  thrive  best  if  planted  under  favourable  conditions,  jgos 
For  one  or  two  years,  at  least,  young  trees  have  to  be  sheltered  and  protected  from 
strong,  nipping  winds,  which  stunt  them  in  their  growth.    It  is  moreover  affirmed  that  4902 
the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  rabbits  on  the  island  is  a  fatal  objection  to  gardening 
and  tree  planting. 

The  sui'geon  superintendent  of  Eobben  Island  states  that  he  planted  20,000  trees,  isob 
and  in  his  report  for  the  year  1893,  he  writes :  "  Most  of  the  trees  planted  last  year 
have  been  destroyed  by  rabbits,  and,  until  this  pest  in  done  away  with,  it  will  be  useless 
.to  plant  trees  to  any  great  extent."    "  The  plantation  near  the  Wreck  House  has  not,    Hospitals  Report 
so  far  as  the  trees  are  concerned,  been  a  success,  as  not  one  of  the  large  number  of  trees  P 
planted  is  now  growing.    The  failure  is  due  to  three  causes ;  the  trees  being  planted 
too  late  in  the  season ;  the  impossibility  of  having  them  watered ;  and  then  the  few 
trees  which  grew  were  destroyed  by  rabbits." 

In  connection  with  this  matter  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  sole  right  to  shoot 
rabbits  on  Robben  Island  has  been  leased  for  a  number  of  y^ears  to  Mr.  Ohlsson,  of 
Cape  Town,  and  it  is  no  doubt  a  hardship  to  patients  and  other  residents  on  the  island 
that,  in  addition  to  having  the  vegetation  in  the  place  destroyed  by  these  animals,  they 
should  be  debarred  from  the  right  of  having  an  occasional  day's  sport. 

In  some  measure  also  the  lepers  themselves  seem  to  be  responsible  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  an  already  scanty  vegetation.    "  The  great  foe  to  anything  like  bush  plantation 
is  the  fact  that  the  lepers  pull  up  ever}'  bit  of  stick  and  shrub  they  can  get  hold  of. 
Their  chief  pastime  is  fishing,  and  they  cook  the  fish  in  the  open  air,  for  which  purpose  46 15 
they  pull  up  the  bushes  so  as  to  make  a  fire."  • 

Owing  chiefly  to  an  insufficient  water  supply,  and  to  the  presence  of  a  large  number 
of  rabbits  on  the  island,  but  partly  also,  perhaps  to  climatic  conditions,  the  nature  of  the 
soil,  and  to  the  apathy  and  unwillingness  of  the  patients  themselves,  who  say  that, 
"  the  Government  put  them  on  the  island,  and  they  will  not  stir  their  hand  to  do  anything  4411 
for  themselves  ;  "  little  has  as  yet  been  done  to  gardeniug  on  liobben  Island.  Many 
of  the  patients  come  from  parts  of  the  country  where  vegetation  is  abundant  and  lux- 
uriant, and  water  plentiful  for  purposes  of  irrigation.  Naturally,  these  people  were 
employed  in  gardening,  and  in  agricultural  pursuits  generally.  To  such  of  them  as  are 
still  able  and  willing  to  work,  it  is  undoubtedly  a  great  liardship  to  have  nothing  to 
do.  The  majority  of  them  cannot  read,  and  are  unable  to  enjoy  tlie  pleasures  to  be 
derived  from  literature ;  time  hangs  heavily  on  their  hands,  and  the  want  of  employ- 
ment breeds  discontent  or  apathy.  For  various  reasons,  outdoor  sports  do  not  appear  to 
be  very  popular  among  the  patients.  Their  chief  pastime  is  fishing,  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  this  is  the  healthiest  exercise  for  them.  At  the  best  there  are  mnny  who  no25 
cannot  indulge  in  this  pastime.  If  such  people  were  segregated  in  a  spot  where  a  good 
rich  soil,  good  climatic  conditions,  and  an  ample  water  supply,  ofter  inducements  to 
employ  their  leisure  in  gardening,  and  other  agricultural  pursuits,  they  would  be  bene- 
fited physically  as  well  as  mentally.  In  addition  to  this  there  would  be  the  great  ad- 
vantages derived  from  a  plentiful  su]>ply  of  fresh  fruit  and  fresh  vegetables,  and  the 
having  which  such  supplies  bring  about  in  a  large  establishment.  The  necessity  cannot 
be  too  strongly  urged  that  employment  of  some  sort  raiist  be  pro-^'ided  for  these  un- 
fortunates if  their  condition  is  to  be  made  endurable.  To  a  considerable  extent  the 
leper  asylum  on  Robben  Island  ought  to  be  worked  on  the  lines  of  an  industrial  insti- 
tution. 

From  evidence  obtained  it  seems  clear  that  the  poorer  and  more  destitute  class  of 
patients  improve  for  a  time  in  health  and  in  general  tone  soon  after  their  arrival  on 
the  island.  To  some  extent  change  of  air,  but  to  a  greater  degree  improved  hygienic 
conditions,  better  housing,  better  clothing,  and  better  food  than  that  to  which  they 
were  accustomed,  are  the  great  factors  which  bring  about  this  evident  improvement. 
The  better  class  of  patients,  both  white  and  coloured,  who  were  accustomed  to  home 
comforts  and  homo  sympathy  do  not  show  this  improvement  as  a  rule.  Changed  con- 
ditions, want  of  home  comforts  and  the  sympathy  of  relatives  and  friends,  and  the 
gnawing  mental  worry,  which  an  incessant  longing  for  liorae  and  a  constant  pondering 
over  their  hopeless,  outcast  condition,  brings  to  pass,  accentiiated  by  the  want  of  healthy 
bracing  employment  for  body  and  mind,  are  responsible  for  this  absence  of  improve- 
ment, temporary  though  it  be. 
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Discipline. 

One  of  the  troubles  of  manafijement  is  the  difficulty  of  securing  and  retaining  the 
services  of  good  men  as  attendants.  This  difficult}-  Avould  be  felt  in  any  as^dum  for 
lepers,  but  it  is  accentuated  by  the  insular  po.sition  of  the  Robben  Island 
establishment.  A  retiu'n  furnislied  to  us  of  the  changes  in  the  male  leper  staff  shows 
that  17  attendants  have  left,  13  having  resigned,  and  4  being  dismissed,  the  latter,  for 
drunkenness.  The  changes  in  the  staff  of  cooks  have  been  even  more  numerous;  10 
have  left — 5  liaving  resigned,  and  5  having  been  dismissed  ;  one  being  for  drunkenness. 

No  institution  can  be  satisfactorily  managed  without  a  good  staff  of  attendants 
and  nurses  ;  and  in  such  depressing  Avork  as  the  nursing  of  lepers  on  a  spot  so  isolated 
as  Robben  Island,  it  is  of  importance  to  take  care  that  the  staff  Avhen  off  duty  are 
made  at  least  fairly  comfortable.  We  are  satisfied  that  the  male  attendants  have  good 
ground  for  complaint  in  several  rejjects.  They  have  to  take  their  meals  in  the  leper 
kitchen ;  their  food  is  partly  prepared  by  lepers,  and  their  dishes  are  cleaned  by  lepers ; 
and  when  off  dut}-  thej^  have  no  common  room  in  which  to  sit  and  rest. 

Several  Avitnesses  speak  on  this2->oint.  The  leper  attendants  "  have  fairly  good 
bedrooms,  but  no  sitting  room  of  an}'  kind.  I  knoAV  that  tliey  feel  it.  If  they  have 
7534  given  Avay  to  drink  occasicinall}',  tlicre  is  great  excuse  for  tliem,  for  they  liave  no  com- 
fort at  all  in  tlie  mess  room.  It  Avould  improve  their  condition  very  mucli  if  the}'  had 
such  a  room,  and  the  Avards  too  ;  for  t!ie  attendants  Avould  do  their  work  witli  a  better 
heart,  although  I  cannot  say  they  neglect  it  now." 

A  comfortable  mess  room  and  sitting  room  should  be  provided  for  the  male  atten- 
dants and  their  food  sliould  not  be  cooked  in  the  lepers'  kitclien  or  be  in  any  way 
liandled  by  the  patients. 

Tlie  Brink  Question. 

It  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  tlie  drink  question  is  one  of  the  chief 
difficulties  on  the  island.  Conflicting  evidence  Avas  giA'en  on  this  point,  and  it  will  be 
sufficient  liere  to  indicate  b}'  marginal  references  some  of  the  ansAvers  that  bear  on  the 
point. 

With  regard  to  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  on  Hobben  Island,  the  Commission 
are  of  opinion  that  the  strictest  supervision  is  necessary,  and  that  the  liquor  traffic 
ought  to  be  controlled  in  the  strictest  manner.  Tlie  Commission  regret  that 
there  should  exist  any  necessity  for  allowing  a  traffic  in  spirituous  drinks  on 
Robben  Island,  but  are  at  the  same  time  aAvare  of  tlie  difficulties  A^diich  would 
attend  a  complete  abolition  of  tliat  traffic.  They  feel  strongly  that  the  temptation  to 
over  indulgence  in  intoxicants  should  be  strenuously  guarded  against,  and  that  all 
offences  against  sobriety,  more  especially  amongst  the  officials  ought  to  be  unsparingly 
punished.  The  general  tone  of  an  institution  like  that  on  Robben  Island  must  of 
necessity  suffer  greatly,  and  the  moral  influence  of  the  staff  be  seriously  impaired  if  any 
member  or  members  of  that  staff,  especiall}'  the  more  responsible  class,  set  a  bad 
example. 

After  making  every  alloAA'anee,  and  Avith  every  desire  to  be  studiously  fair,  and 
without  for  a  moment  bringing  an  indictment  against  tlie  island  population  as  a  whole, 
we  regret  to  say  tliat  we  have  been  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  there  has  been  undue 
indulgence  in  alcoholic  liquors  by  various  members  of  the  staff,  that  lias  lessened  their 
influence,  and  acted  banef  ully  on  the  discipline  and  the  administration  of  the  institution. 
Witli  the  "jjersonal  aspect  of  this  question,  it  is  not  within  our  province  to  deal.  It 
will  be  for  tliat  Department  of  the  Government  specially  charged  with  the  administra- 
tion of  tlie  Robben  Island  institution,  to  make  such  enquiries  as  are  necessary  to 
arriA'e  at  the  falsehood  or  truth  of  the  allegations  made,  and  take  action  accordingly. 
It  Avould  be  manifestly  unfair  on  exjKirte  statements'  that  have  not  been  put  to  final 
proof ,  to  publish  names;  accordingly  the  example  of , the  Robben  Island  Commission 
of  1862  has  been  followed,  and  blanks  substituted  for  the  names  of  the  individuals 
against  whom  charges  of  occasional  intemperance  have  been  brought ;  the  names  being 
furnished  to  tbe  Colonial  Secretary  only.  It  is  furtlier  to  be  noted,  lest  a  Avi'ong  and 
unjust  impression  may  arise,  tliat  most  of  the  references  are  to  a  comparati\'ely  small 
number  of  officials. 

Your  Commission  deem  it  necessary  to  set  forth  more  fully  why  the  above  method 
of  procedure  Avas  taken.  It  was  felt  that  the  evidence  Avhich  was  given  to  them  might 
possibly  be  of  a  prejudiced  nature,  and  that  if  the  Commission  attempted  to  adjudicate 
on  such  evidence,  or  publish  the  names  of  the  individuals  without  a  more  searching 
enquiry,  a  serious  act  of  injustice  might  be  done  to  certain  individuals.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  evidence  was  suppressed  in  toto,  or  taken  out  piecemeal  and  handed  to  the 
Grovernment  to  be  dealt  wdth  clepartmentally  Avitliout  placing  all  the  evidence  before 
Parliament,  your  Commissionei'S  felt  tbat  they  would  fail  in  their  duty,  and  that  an 
exaggerated  and  unjust  impression  Avould  be  created. 
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This  metliod  of  dealing  with  a  soiucwhtd  difficult  matter  has  seemed  on  the  whole 
the  fairest  and  most  just,  as  the  Commission  do  not  feel  that  they  could  in  individual 
cases^exercise  judicial  functions,  but  they  desire  to  leave  such  investigations  to  the  Govern- 
ment. This  method  also  allows  the  fidlest  information  to  be  placed  before  Parliament, 
without  injustice  to  the  parties  concerned,  and  also  enables  the  Commission  to  dieharge 
their  duties  faithfully. 

It  may  be  one  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  insular  position  of  the  institution  that  so 
long  as  an  individual  is  resident  on  the  island,  acts  are  iioticcd  and  canvassed  that 
would  pass  unnoticed  in  an  ordinary  community ;  but  this  is  a  necessity  of  the  position, 
and  the  good  government  of  the  island  institution  makes  it  imperative  that  the  officials 
should  be  beyond  reproach  in  this  matter. 

It  is  essential  that  strict  discipline  and  a  high  standard  should  be  maintained  in  a 
public  institution  sn.ch  as  Robben  Island,  and  that  nothing  that  interferes  with  the 
influence  and  usefulness  of  the  officials  or  that  prejudices  the  establishment  and  tends 
to  diminish  public  confidence  in  its  administration  should  be  tolerated. 

It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  recommend  any  specific  plan  for  dealing  with  the 
question  of  intemperance.  Whatever  plan  is  proposed,  a  great  deal  will  depend  on  the 
way  in  which  it  is  carried  out.  We  must,  however,  e^cpress  our  very 
decided  oj^inion  that  too  much  lenience  has  been  shown  in  the  past  to  those  who 
have  exhibited  this  failing,  and  the  result  has  been  a  lowering  of  tone  on  the  island,  a 
lessening  of  influence  with  the  patients,  in  some  instances  a  public  scandal  and  a 
feeling  of  distrust  of  the  management. 

The  visitors  to  Eobben  Island  from  the  mainland  may  be  classed  under  two  dis-  4660  to  4989 
tinct  headings  {a)  official  visitors,  {b)  general  visitors. 

The  official  visitors,  apart  from  those  sent  from  the  Colonial  Office  to  hold  special  5100,  70SS  71 19 
enquiries,  have  from  time  to  time  been  authorised  and  appointed  by  Government  to  7242,  7574'  7735,' 
visit  and  inspect  the  island  at  any  time  they  may  select,  and  report  to  Government.  ^'^'''^ 
An  official  list  ^\ill  be  found  in  tlie  appendix,  together  with  soine  of  the  reports.  It 
does  not  appear  that  they  have  had  any  special  written  instructions  given  them, 
defining  their  duty,  nor  does  it  appear  that  their  reports  have  ever  been  published. 

The  isolated  situation  of  Eobben  Island  renders  official  inspection  difficult,  but  it 
is  an  absolute  necessity  that  the  institution  shoidd  be  inspected  at  shorter  intervals. 
At  present  the  official  visitors  are  supposed  to  go  over  once  in  three  months  only.  The 
oflicial  visitors  should  also  have  greater  facilities  for  making  surprise  visits  There 
shoidd  be  special  inspectors  for  the  leper  asylums,  as  the  limited  time  between  the 
arrival  and  departure  of  the  boat  does  not  allow  an  inspection  of  both  lunatic  and 
leper  asylums.  The  same  end  might  be  compassed  if  the  six  visitors  divided  their  4.355 
work.  Their  reports  should  be  printed  and  effect  given  to  their  recommendations  as 
soon  as  possible.  They  complain  that  they  seldom  see  any  results  from  their  reports  ^jjO 
in  less  than  nine  or  twelve  mouths.  A  reference  to  these  reports  (See  Appendix),  will 
show  that  many  important  matters  have  been  reported  on,  in  dealing  with  which  there 
ought  to  have  been  as  little  delay  ^is  possible. 

Under  the  heading  "  General  Yisitors  "  may  be  classified  all  those  who  visit  the 
island  either  for  purposes  of  seeing  their  siek  relatives,  friends,  or  visitors  to  the  officials,  ""^^^ 
or  those  who  come  for  sport,  rabbit-shooting,  &c. 

That  class  who  come  to  visit  their  leper  relatives  and  friends  are  adnittted  by  a 
jjass,  issued  by  the  chief  and  medical  superiuteudcnt  of  the  island.  About  30  passes 
are  issued  between  the  male  and  female  leper  wards,  the  total  number  of  passengers  in 
boat  ^  accommodation  being  50,  nevertheless  a  greater  number  occasionally  comcj 
showing  that  sometimes  the  dates  of  passes  are  altered,  and  the  passes  probably 
transferre<l.  This  is  a  point  worth  noticing  at  the  outset,  as  shoAving  a  defect  in  ad= 
ministration.  Such  a  defect  might  be  easily  remedied,  either  by  carefid_  scrutiny  of 
tickets  before  passengers  are  allowed  on  board  the  boat  at  Cape  Town,  or  by  issuiug 
])asses  of  different  colours,  available  only  on  certain  days.  A  stock  of  various  eolovirs 
could  be  kept,  and  thus  at  a  small  cost  tlus  difficulty  could  be  surmounted. 

At  present,  on  landing,  visitors  receiving  a  permit  at  the  office  to  visit  tlie  leper 
wards  are  permitted  to  roam  over  any  part  of  the  island  at  their  own  discretion.  The 
male  patients  may  see  their  friends  either  at  their  pavilions  or  in  any  part  of  the  island,  q.,,-,':>  c79G  "oi.) 
save  in  the  village.    Yisitors  to  the  females  see  them  in  the  compound  or  in  their  7517' 7518' 
sleeping  wards  or  living  rooms.    There  are  no  rules  posted  up  for  the  guidance  of  ''2^9,  6212 
visitors.^   They  sit  in  the  wards,  kiss  each  other,  and  share  the  food,  eating  off  the 
same  dishes,  and  using  the  same  spoons.  They  have  been  known  to  smuggle  over 
liquor  and  dagga,  and  bring  various  kinds  of  eatables   to  their  friends,  and  in 
roturn  receive  from  the  lepers  little  presents  of  fish,  clothing,  and  so  on.    Some  of  the 
[G.  10— '94]  G 
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7226'  9403'  Teceive  large  boses  of  fruit  which  they  sell  again,  aud  thus  do  a  snug  little  trade, 

'  making  aa  much  as  £4  or  £5  on  boat  days.    The  visitors  are  sometimes  permitted  to 

stay  over  till  the  next  boat  day.    Among  these  visitor?  are  persons  of  various  ages, 
including  young  children.    Prostitutes  have  also  been  discovered.    On  one  occasion 
when  the  Commission  went  over,  there  were  on  board  the  boat  seven  native  leper  patients 
•   and  about  fifty  ordinary  passengers. 

The  foregoing  is  but  a  brief  notice  of  the  conditions  under  which  visiting  of 
friends  of  the  patients  is  apparently  carried  on  at  liobben  Island,  but  further  details 
will  be  found  in  the  evidence,  and  it  certainly  points  to  a  very  serious  defect  in  adminis- 
tration as  regards  this  point. 

9531  9632         Visits  are  also  interchanged  between  the  male  and  female  lepers,  by  special 
permit  from  the  medical  officers,  but  on  one  of  the  days  that  the  Commission  visited 
Vide  Minutes  of       island  they  found  a  young  man  strolling  about  the  women's  wards,  no  attendant 
Proceedings,    being  in  sight,  and  this  would  lead  us  to  suppose  that  the  condition  of  permits  is  not 
8821,  8843         g^j-ictly  adhered  to,  and  the  evidence  would  show  a  very  lax  discipline  to  be  main- 
tained in  this  matter  also. 

7619  As  the  matter  stands  thus  far,  it  is  clearly  shown  that  whilst  there  is  a  semblance 
of  supervision  and  system  it  is  practically  very  badly  administered.  Thus  the  visitors 
comprise  men  women  and  cliildren  ;  they  are  allowed  to  roam  through  the  wards  for 
many  hours  and  over  the  greater  part  of  the  island  without  any  supervision,  and  the 

9397  male  lepers  can  stroll  about  any  part  of  the  island  with  the  women.  They  appear  to 
be  able  to  make  use  of  permits  obtained  for  their  friends  which  enables  them  to  get 

9403  liquor  from  the  canteen,  and  there  is  evidence  to  show  that  prostitutes  have  been 
observed  drinking  champagne,  &c.,  at  the  canteen.  It  is  only  fair  to  the  authorities  on 
the  island  to  state  that  this  matter  has  caused  them  some  anxiety  and  that  efforts  have 
been  made  to  prevent  the  visits  of  doubtful  characters.  The  investigation  of  the  con- 
ditions under  which  visiting  is  carried  on  on  Robben  Island  casts  a  clear  light  on  the 
complete  want  of  anything  approaching  proper  administrative  method,  and  reduces 
segregation  to  an  utter  farce  ;  indeed  it  may  be  regarded  as  a  masterful  example  of 
"  how  not  to  do  it."  The  whole  system  urgently  demands  revision.  Many  of  the 
difficulties  might  be  got  over  by  adopting  some  set  of  regulations,  such  as  are  found  in 
the  recommendations  of  the  Commission.  A  set  of  regulations  on  these  lines  would, 
if  eaiTied  out  faithfully,  systematize  the  whole  arrangements  connected  with  the 
visiting  of  the  island.  Its  effects  would  be  twofold,  as  it  would  enable  a  register  to  be 
kept  of  all  visitors,  it  would  produce  a  moral  effect  which  would  act  and  re-act  on 
both  the  staff  and  visitors,  and  it  would  enable  the  public  to  express  their  wants  and 
thus  take  a  dii'ect  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  island  as  a  whole ;  complaints  would 
more  rapidly  come  to  the  surface  and  be  more  promptly  investigated,  and  it  would 
have  an  educational  effect  also,  as  the  sanitary  precautions  taken  would  gradually 
impress  the  people  with  the  importance  attached  by  the  authorities  to  cleanliness, 
disinfection,  and  segregation. 

Working  of  the  Act. 

According  to  the  regulations  which  have  been  drawn  up  under  the  Leprosy 
Mepi-ession  Act,  1884,  it  is  required  that  cases  of  leprosy  shall  be  reported  by  the 
field-cornet  or  a  police  constable  to  the  resident  magistrate  of  his  district. 

It  has,  however,  occurred  that  the  field-cornet  has  either  refused  or  omitted  to  do 
8319  so,  aud  in  that  case  the  requisite  machinery  was  not  set  in  motion  to  secure  the  object 
of  this  Act. 

Obviously  this  should  be  remedied,  and  greater  power  given  to  the  magistrate  to 
order  an  enquiry  as  to  the  occurrence  of  any  suspected  case  of  leprosy  when  sufficient 
grounds  exist ;  and,  in  the  first  instance,  it  would  no  doubt  meet  the  case  if  the 
magistrate  had  authority  to  require  a  sworn  statement  from  the  suspected  leper  or  his 
relatives  that  the  person  was  not  a  leper  ;  but  where  reasonable  grounds  for  a  contrary 
opinion  existed,  authority  should  be  vested  in  the  magistrate  _  to  make  a  careful 
enquiry,  and  to  authorise  the  district  surgeon,  or  a  medical  practitioner,  to  examine 
and  report  upon  the  health  of  the  suspected  person. 

Moreover,  it  is  necessary  that  any  person  suffering  from  leprosy  shall  be 
certified  to  the  Governor  by  a  district  surgeon,  or  by  any  other  duly  qualified 
medical  practitioner,  and  hy  a  field-cornet  or  jiisticc  of  th,e  peace. 

The  object  of  obtaining  a  certificate  from  the  field-cornet  or  justice  of  the  peace 
is  somewhat  difficult  to  comprehend  ;  it  cannot  be  contended  that  either  have  sufficient 
knowledge  of  leprosy  to  be  able  to  give  an  opinion  of  any  value,  while  in  practice  this 
has  not  only  been  found  unnecessarily  cumbrous,  but  it  has  prevented  cases  from  being 
dealt  with. 
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And  it  can  be  easily  understood  that  a  field-cornet  who  is  connected  by  business  2i0 
or  other  ties  with  a  leper  will  not  be  in  a  sufficiently  independent  position  to  be  able  to 
give  tlie  required  certificate  without  rtmning  the  risk  of  incurring  a  considerable 
amount  of  displeasure  from  the  relatives  and  the  friends  of  the  leper.  This  clause 
should,  therefore,  be  amended  in  such  a  manner  as  to  do  away  with  the  certificate  from 
tlie  field-cornet  or  justice  of  the  peace. 

A  further  sentence  in  the  Act  reads  that  the  certificate  shall  say  "  that  any 
person  is  suffering  from  the  disease  known  as  leprosy  and  that  the  fact  of  such  person 
being  at  large  is  likely  to  spread  such  disease."  This  leaves  it  in  the  power  of  the 
medical  man  to  word  his  certificate  in  such  a  way  as  to  state  that  the  person  ^^'^ 
is  not  likelj'  to  spread  the  disease,  which  will  keep  the  leper  outside  the  operation  of  the 
Act. 

This  is  not  a  wise  provision,  because  a  medical  man  may  have  a  strong  opinion  as 
to  the  non-contagiousness  of  leprosy  and  quite  conscientiously  and  rightly  from 
his  standpoint,  give  such  a  certificate  as  may  open  the  door  for  a  clearly  leprous 
person  to  walk  out  free. 

In  this  respect  an  alteration  will  be  needed.  A  leper  should  be  certified  as  a  leper  240 
and  no  opinion  should  be  required  as  to  the  danger  or  not  to  the  public  health  ;  the 
certificate  should  be  drawn  up  so  as  to  state  clearly  and  succinctly  the  symptons  of  the 
leper,  and  the  reasons  upon  which  an  opinion  has  been  based.  This  should  be  placed 
before  a  Board  who  should  have  authority  to  deal  with  all  such  matters,  and  who 
should  have  full  powers  to  make  final  recommendations. 

Steps  should  be  taken  to  make  the  notification  of  leprosy  compulsory  on  the 
householder  and  on  the  leper,  and  a  penalty  should  be  enforced  in  the  event  of  failure 
to  notify ;  while  all  public  officers,  such  as  district  surgeons,  magistrates,  police  con- 
stables, field-cornets,  &c.,  should  be  required  to  notify  the  existence  of  an}'  cases  of 
leprosy  coming  to  their  knowledge  in  their  several  districts.  ^ 

It  was  further  made  clear  fi'om  the  evidence  that  there  was  a  very  serious  omission 
in  the  Act  in  respect  of  not  requiring  the  detention  of  a  leper  after  he  had  been  certified 
as  such  by  the  district  surgeon  and  field-cornet,  and  before  the  Governor's  warrant 
was  issued  for  his  removal.  On  this  account  a  considerable  number  of  lepers  escaped 
and  were  not  discovered  again,  last  year  as  many  as  32  out  of  a  total  of  fi07.  It 
should  be  easy  to  remedy  this. 

The  procedure  required  under  the  Leprosy  Repi'ession  Act  of  1884  to  segregate 
lepers  is  stated  by  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  not  to  afford  a  sufiicient  safeguard  to 
the  individual,  as  the  removal  of  the  leper  is  allowed  upon  a  medical  certificate  and  a 
certificate  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  a  field-cornet.  Under  these  circumstances  it  has 
occuiTcd  that  persons  have  been  confined  for  long  periods  who  were  not  lepers  at  all. 
The  medical  practitioner  who  examines  the  leper  gives  a  medical  certificate  stating 
his  opinion  that  the  person  examined  is  a  leper  and  that  the  fact  of  his  being  at  large 
is  likely  to  spread  the  disease  ;  in  some  cases  the  medical  examiner  has  stated  that  the 
individual  was  a  leper,  but  not  likely  to  spread  the  disease.  Jn  sueli  cases  no  further 
steps  were  taken. 

.  .22 

These  certificates  are  sent  to  the  Colonial  Office  by  the  magistrate,  accompanied 
by  a  statement  whether  tlie  individual  is  Avilliug  to  be  removed— if  imwilling,  upon 
what  gi'ounds.  If  there  is  any  doubt  as  to  his  being  a  leper  a  second  medical  opinion 
is  obtained ;  if  all  doubt  has  been  solved,  the  Govei^nor's  warrant  is  issued  and  the  leper 
is  thereupon  removed  to  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  to  be  examined  by  the  surgeon  in 
claarge,  who  is  instructed  to  see  that  no  non-leper  is  sent  to  Eobben  Island. 

On  arrival  at  the  island,  the  leper  is  seen  as  soon  as  possible  by  the  medical  officers 
and  placed,  under  observation  for  one  month,  though  Dr.  Impey  tells  us  doubtful  eases  ' 
are  kept  until  three  months  have  elapsed  in  some  instances. 

Lepers  are  brought  to  Cape  Town  in  separate  railway  carriages  which  have  been 
specially  fitted  up  for  this  purpose,  and  the  difficulties  of  administration  ai'e  increased  „^ 
by  the  fact  that  the  steamship  companies  refuse  to  take  lepers  as  passengers,  while 
in  the  case  of  natives  it  is  found  difficult  to  remove  them  from  their  surroundings, 
so  that  the  lepers  from  the  large  native  locations  near  King  William's  Town  and  other  553 
parts  are  being  removed  to  Robben  Island. 

On  arrival  in  Cape  Town,  the  leper  is  taken  to  tlie  Old  Somerset  Hosjiital  to  be 
examined  by  the  surgeon  in  charge,  or  if  the  patient  arrives  in  time  to  catch  the  island 
boat  the  examination  is  made  bef  ores  he  goes  on  to  the  island. 

In  this  way  a  check  has  been  attempted  on  the  admissions  to  the  island  of  non- 
lepers.  Previously  cases  were  sometimes  sent  on  without  this  examination,  but  at 
present  all  cases  must  be  examined  and  the  doubtful  ones  detained,  and  are  subject  to 
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557  examination  by  both  the  consulting  and  visiting  surgeon  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital. 
Notwithstanding  this,  doubtful  cases  have  been  sent  on  for  an  opinion  from  the 
medical  staff  on  the  island,  and  while  it  is  not  necessary  to  give  a  written  certificate  that 
oases  have  been  examined  by  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  staff  and  passed  as  lepers.  As 
a  check  upon  the  admissions  to  Robben  Island,  this  acts  very  imporfeetly. 

It  would  seem  that  greater  care  must  be  exercised  in  dealing  with  cases  of  leprosy 
sent  down  to  Cape  Town  for  admission  to  Robben  Island, 

It  is  quite  clear  that  sufficient  time  to  examine  and  carefully  observe  a  case  should 
be  allowed  before  an  opinion  can  be  expected.  It  is  not  to  be  thought  that  a  sufficiently 
careful  and  thorough  examination  is  possible  when  a  party  of  lepers  is  being  sent  direct 
from  the  railway  to  the  docks  to  meet  the  Robben  Island  boat. 

Ample  opportunity  and  sufficient  time  should  be  alloAved  to  make  the  examination 
here  thorough  and  complete,  while  the  result  of  such  examination  and  opinion  should  be 
clearly  stated  in  writing,  giving  in  detail  all  symptoms  which  have  been  relied  upon  in 
arriving  at  an  opinion.  There  can  hardly  be  too  many  safeguards  or  too  many  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  finally  placing  a'  person  imder  the  ban  of  the  Leprosy  Repression 
Act.  Vigilance  must  be  exercised,  care  and  caution  must  be  redoubled,  and  repeated 
inspection  and  control  must  make  it  quite  certain  that  only  tliose  for  whom  this  Act  Avas 
designed  are  placed  under  its  provisions. 
906  When  lepers  are  admitted  to  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  they  are  accompanied 
by  the  Governor's  warrant,  a  medical  certificate,  and  a  certificate  of  a  justice  of  the 
peace  or  field-cornet.  It  would  appear,  liowever,  that  detention  by  this  warrant  at  the 
Old  Somerset  Hospital  is  illegal,  as  it  is  addressed  to  the  surgeon-superintendent 
at  Robben  Island. 

Some  regulation  should  be  introduced  to  make  this  detention  at  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital  legal. 

917,  918,  919,  926  At  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  we  learn  that  "  doubtful  cases  "  are  not  absolutely 
isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  lepers  ;  further,  they  are  required  to  travel  in  the  leper 
coach  to  meet  the  island  boat  on  being  transmitted  to  Robben  Island. 

This  should  be  remedied  at  once,  and  we  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  cases 
thought  to  be  doixbtful  should  be  kept  rigorously  apart  from  contact  with  the  obviously 
diseased  persons  and  should  on  no  account  be  exposed  to  the  risk,  such  as  there  is,  of 
contact  with  lepers. 

928  Notwithstanding  the  instructions  issiied  that  non-lepers  shovdd  not  b  e  sent  to 
Robben  Island  we  learn  that  recently  two  cases  were  sent  dowa  from  Vryburg  with  a 
party  of  lepers  and  examined  at  the  station  b}'  the  surgeon  of  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital,  who  queried  the  cases,  as  doubtful,  but  sent  them  on  to  the  island  with  the 
rest  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis ;  they  were  returned  as  non-leprous.  Such  a  pro- 
ceeding should  not  be  allowed.  If  there  is  any  groimd  for  thinking  a  person  declared 
a  leper  to  be  "  clean,"  every  precaution  should  be  at  once  taken  to  keep  him  apart  from 
the  leprous  and  to  set  him  at  liberty  as  soon  as  the  doubt  has  been  confirmed  without 
the  further  risk  and  discomfort  of  having  to  travel  to  Robben  Island. 

It  would  appear  from  the  evidence  that  the  public  is  alive  to  the  danger  of  contact 
with  lepers,  and  are  not  willing  to  give  carts  for  their  removal,  while  before  the  Act 
came  into  force  the  lepers  were  forced  to  remove  from  one  district  to  another,  as  they 
were  not  even  allowed  to  live  in  huts  on  the  commonage,  so  that  the  Government  had 
to  intervene  to  prevent  their  starving.  In  this  way  additional  hardship  is  caused  the 
unfortunate  lepers.  Every  care  should  be  taken,  therefore,  to  render  their  joiu'ney  to 
the  island  as  comfortable  as  possible,  and  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  healthy  persons 
being  exposed  to  the  unjust  suspicion  of  suffering  from  leprosy. 

Many  of  the  lepers  brought  down  have  to  travel  long  distances,  and  are  several 
dnys  on  the  journey ;  many  are  feeble  and  suffering  from  their  disease.  We  are  told 
52  that  since  the  taking  effect  of  the  Act,  483  lepers  have  been  dealt  with  by  warrant, 
and  that  "  in  the  interval  between  the  issue  of  the  warrant  and  the  necessary 
formalities  "  no  fewer  than  18  lepers  died.  It  would  be  a  wise  and  humane  provision, 
therefore,  to  require  a  medical  certificate  in  each  case  before  removing  a  leper  as  to  his 
or  her  fitness  to  travel.  Nor  should  any  leper  be  required  to  undertake  the  long 
journey  or  be  removed  in  such  a  way  from  home  and  friends  as  to  imperil  his  life. 

We  have  no  evidence  to  show  that  any  leper  has  actually  died  in  transit  to  Cape 
Town,  but  we  are  of  opinion  that  this  should  be  safeguarded  in  every  way  possible, 
4252,  4253,  4254         The  diagnosis  of  leprosy,  especially  in  the  early  stages,  is  often  very  difficult  and 
131  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  a  certain  proportion  of  mistakes  has  been  made  in  cer- 
tifying that  persons  were  lepers  who  were  not  suffering  from  that  disease  at  all.  In 
^^^'^  this  way,  a  patient  was  sent  to  Robben  Island  as  a,  leper  who  had  only  bed  sores, 
4291  another  with  lupus.    A  case  of  a  burn  of  the  head  was  sent:  rom  the  Old  Somerset 
4293  5;ospital  apd  detained  for  three  months  as  a  leper  before  discharge,  and  a  female  with 
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a  cnnfupion  (a  black  eye)  was  sent  through  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  and  detained  430fi,  43np. 
on  Rohhen  Island  for  one  month  before  discharge  :  other  mistakes  have  been  caused  by  4323,  4265.  S'lTi-; 
taking  a  granulating  wound  of  elbow,  syphilis,  eczema  and  other  skin  diseases,  nerve      '  '^^^ 
lesions,  j^soriasis,  &c.,    for  leprosy.     While  a  eeriain  proportion  of  mistakes  will 
occur,  greater  vigilance        be  necessary  to  prevent  eiTor  in  diagnosis,  Itut  under  any 
circumstances,  from  ihe  very  nature  of  tlie  disease,  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  early 
.cases  will  lead  to  a  good  deal  of  doubt  before  being  finally  declared  lepers  ;  these  we  347 1 
must  call  doubtful  cases. 

Leprosy,  except  in  the  more  characteristic  and  well  marked  forms,  is  a  disease  -^470,  4252,  1537. 
exceedingly  difficult  to  recognise  ;    in  some  eases  in  tlie  earlier  stages,  t]\e  disease  3477'     ' '    '  ' 
becomes  dormant,  the  eruption  disappears  for  even  a  year  and  the  disease  is  for  the 
time  not  clearly,  if  at  all,  recognisable. 

Under  these  circumstances  mistakes  have  been  made  and  doubtful  cases  have 
occured  where  medical  men  have  differed  in  their  opinions  as  to  a  person  being  a  ' 
leper  or  not ;  while  a  person  having  been  declared  a  leper  by  a  district  surgeon  and 
admitted  to  Eobben  Island  has  been  pronounced  "  clean  "  by  the  island  medical  staff,  and 
on  the  other  hand  a  medical  board  have  declared  him  to  be  a  leper. 

Moreover,  on  the  island  itself  the  opinions  sometimes  clash  ;  the  surgeon-superin- 
tendent states  a  person  to  be  "  clean,"  while  the  assistant  surgeon  regards  him  as  a  leper. 
And  it  is  in  eviclence  notwithstanding  obtaining  a  second,  even  a  third,  or  fourth,  fifth, 
or  sixth  certificate  before  sending  a  patient  to  liobben  Island,  persons  have  been 
subjected  to  long  periods  of  confinement  who  were  not  lepers  at  all,  though  upon  ^9 
a  certificate  from  the  surgeon  superintendent  of  the  island  and  tbe  assistant  surgeon 
to  the  effect  that  the  person  is  not  a  leper,  his  removal  is  instantly  authorized 
by  the  Glovernor  in  Council. 

If  there  is  doubt  as  to  the  diagnosis  we  are  told  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  is  given  ^7 
to  the  patient. 

This  conflict  of  opinion  has  led  to  several  cases  been  kept  for  a  lengthened  period 
on  the  island  when  the  surgeon  superintendent  certified  that  certain  persons  were 
suffering  from  leprosy  and  later  on  that  they  were  healthy. 

Moreover,  one  case  was  examined  by  several  medical  men,  and  some  stated  "that  112 
while  the  person  was  a  leper,  the  fact  of  his  being  at  large  Avould  not  be  likely  to  spread 
the  disease,"  others  that  he  was  not  a  leper.    To  minimise  the  risk  of  admitting  non- 
lepers,  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  is  required  to  see  all  lepers  22 
in  transit  to  Eobben  Island,  and  if  he  has  any  doiibt  as  to  the  diagnosis  being  correct, 
a  report  is  sent  to  the  Colonial  Office,  but  only  the  doubtful  cases  are  reported.    Some-  ;i^">^  •'><^/'.  ■>if> 
times  it  would  appear  the  symptoms  are  masked  by  the  presence  of  syphilis  and  cases 
have  been  detained  to  watch  the  effect  of  anti-syphilitic  treatment. 

It  is  stated  that  cases  of  error  in  diagnosis  have  become  more  frequent  of  late   ,519,  ;-,22 
and  that  the  cases  sent  down  have  not  been  so  well  marked  as  before. 

More  vigilance  in  guarding  the  admission  of  non-leprous  persons  was  therefore 
indicated. 

The  Old  Somerset  Hospital  has  consequently  been  used  as  an  observation  station  524 
where  doubtful  cases  are  observed.    Here  the  patient  is  under  supervision  of  the 
surgeon,  and  when  desired  Ijy  the  Colonial  Office   is  examined  by  an  additional  52.),  526,  528 
examiner.    The  necessity  for  such  a  step  is  clear.    Thus  it  has  been  stated  by  the  2342 
surgeon  superintendent  of  Eobben  Isla.nd  that  a  number  of  non-leprous  cases  were 
sent  over,  and  owing  to  the  number  of  doubtful  cases  sent  to  the  island,  it  was  decided 
that  all  cases  should  pass  through  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital,  which  is  the  present 
practice,  and  on  arrival  at  the  island,  the  surgeon  superintendent  examines  the  cases  at  gg^^g 
once,  and  the  doubtful  ones,  or  the  non-leprous  are  returned  at  once  ;  but  as  we  have  ^^^^  ^.^^^ 
shown  elsewhere,  cases  have  been  sent  over  to  Eobben  Island  simply  for  a  diagnosis  and     "  ' 
returned  the  same  day.    Several  cases  were  sent  over  as  doubtful  and  returned,  and  it 
is  a  fact  that  doubtful  cases  are  still  admitted  to  the  island.    Thus  two  cases,  con- 
sidered  doubtful,  on  arrival  have  been  placed  in  the  female  wards,  even  thougli  the 
assistant  surgeon  says,  he  does  "not  think  they  are  cases  of  lepro.'-y."    They  were  a 
month  or  six  weeks  ago*  admitted,  and  were  then  still  in  the  female  wards. 

Tliat  mistakes  will  occur  in  the  certification  of  lepers  must  be  conceded.  Under 
any  systfim  error  will  creep  in,  but  effort  must  be  made  to  minimise  the  source  of  error 
as  much  as  possible.  Great  as  the  hardship  is  to  an  unfortunate  person  to  be  brought 
from  his  home  in  Bechuanaland  or  on  the  confines  of  the  Colony  to  Cape  ^l^own,  and 
then  to  be  discovered  to  be  "  clean,"  far  greater  is  the  hardship  to  be  brought  down 
with  a  party  of  lepers  and  confined  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  or  on  Eobben  Island 
as  a  lepei'. 


*  February  22,  1894. 
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4306,  4309         While  making  all  allowance  for  individual  errors,  every  nerve  must  be  strained  to 
prevent  the  occurrence  of  such  eases  as  the  confinement  of  a  person  suffering  from  a 
contusion  of  the  eye  for  so  long  a  period  as  one  month  on  the  island. 
')0'>,  122,  132,  131,         To  avoid  error  as  far  as  possible,  a  suspected  leper  should  be  examined  by  two 
'^^'■^^  medical  men  independently  of  each  other,  who  should  be  required  to  fill  up  a  certifi- 

cate separately  in  which  all  the  necessary  details  of  subjective  and  objective  symptoms 
are  to  be  clearly  stated,  together  with  the  reasons  for  arriving  at  the  opinion,  some-, 
what  after  the  practice  followed  in  the  certification  of  the  insane. 
3493  These  certificates,  with  the  necessary  information,  should  be  laid  before  a  Board 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  decide  from  the  information  laid  before  them  whether  tlie 
person  is  or  is  not  a  leper.  In  all  cases  where  there  is  no  reasonable  doubt,  the  leper 
should  be  removed  to  Cape  Town  to  be  examined  by  the  Board  before  being  finally 
declared  to  be  a  leper. 

42G0,  4261,  4262,         Should  there  be  a  reasonable  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  authorities  that  the  suspected 
4263,  3482,  3483  person  is  a  leper,  his  name  should  be  entered  upon  a  Register,  and  he  should  be  visited 
at  short  intervals  by  the  district  surgeon,  who  should  be  required  to  keep  an  accm^ate 
record  of  all  symptoms  and  the  progress  of  the  individual,  to  be  forwarded  at  regular 
intervals  to  the  Board  until  all  doubt  has  been  cleared  up  as  to  his  condition. 
4323,  4324         We  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  obviously  wrong  to  send  cases  over  to  Eobbeu 
Island  for  an  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  they  are  lepers.    Under  no  circumstauoos 
should  this  be  permitted,  and  we  think  the  discharge  of  a  patient  declared  to  be  a  non- 
leper  would  aj)pear  to  be  too  tardy ;  every  means  should  be  adopted  to  shorten  the 
4308,  4309  period  of  detention  in  cases  declared  non-leprous  as  much  as  possible.    In  the  past  it 
woiild  appear  that  one  month  elapsed  before  a  warrant  was  obtained  to  discharge  a 
patient,  though  she  Avas  declared  a  non-leper  two  days  after  admission. 

It  would  not  be  wise  to  remove  merely  doubtful  cases  to  an  institution  for 
observation.    In  the  first  instance,  they  should  as  far  as  possible  be  kept  under 
3490,  3491,  4321,  observation  in  their  own  homes,  but  it  may  be  necessary  to  keep  certain  cases  apart  in 
643o""  institution,  which  may  be  called  an  observation  station,  in  which  any  doubtful 

case  ■v\'hich  could  not  be  observed  elsewhere  or  about  whose  condition  there  was  not 
absolute  certainty,  might  be  kept  apart  from  any  risk  of  contact  with  the  more  obA-iousl 
diseased  persons. 

The  period  of  observation  should  be  sufficient  to  allow  of  all  reasonable  doubt  t 
be  solved  and  must  not  be  unnecessarily  long,  while  the  period  of  detention  in  ar' 
observation  liouse  should  be  fixed  by  a  warrant  from  His  Excellency  the  Grovernor  ir 
Council  from,  month  to   month,  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  case,  and! 
complete  records  should  be  kept  and  transmitted  regularly  monthly  to  the  authorities. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  should  become  practically  impossible  for  any  doubtful 
cases  to  be  transmitted  to  Eobben  Island.  But  to  further  minimise  any  source  of  error, 
all  cases  newly  admitted  to  Robben  Island  should  be  carefully  examined  and  reported 
on  from  time  to  time,  so  that  no  possibility  of  mistaking  an  obscure  nervous  disease  O" 
some  skin  affection  for  leprosy  should  occur.  It  should  never  be  countenanced  tha 
patients  should  be  detained  under  observation  on  liobben  Island  about  whose  condi 
tion  there  is  an}'-  doubt ;  all  such  cases  should  be  transmitted  to  the  observation  wards 
on  the  mainland,  to  be  placed  under  the  supervision  of  the  board  constituted  to  regulate 
and  control  the  admission  of  lepers  to  the  Robben  Island  establishment. 

tSiieli  a  special  institution  as  indicated  must  be  on  the  mainland,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  present  existing  Grovernment  institutions,  and  will  serve  both  as  a  receiving 
house  and  as  an  observation  station. 
4321         The  accommodation  requiied  need  not  be  large,  but  every  precaution  should  bo 
taken  to  isolate  the  doubtful  cases  from  the  obviously  leprous. 

This  establishment  should  be  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  board  of 
leprosy,  as  indicated  before. 
(090,  1091,  4092  It  will  be  necessary  to  exercise  a  continuous  supervision  over  the  admissions  to  the 
leper  institutions,  and  to  require  periodical  re -examinations  and  inspections  of  every 
patient.  This  will  be  necessary,  not  only  to  ensure  a  carefid  and  methodical  study  of 
the  disease  itself,  but  to  act  as  a  fiu'ther  check  upon  the  possibilty  of  alloAving  non-leper 
patients  to  slip  in.  In  the  past,  a  considerable  number  of  non-lepers  was  kept  in  the 
4;;,)  t  leper  asylum,  and  some  apparently  quite  casually  detected. 

But  a  leper  being  once  admitted  to  a  leper  asylum,  the  final  decision  as  to  whether 
that  person  is,  or  is  not  a  leper  must  rest  with  the  board,  and  not  with  the  medical 
officers  of  the  asylum. 

The  board  should  be  composed  of  medical  men  of  standing,  and  every  opportunity 
should  be  given  them  to  study  the  disease  and  treat  leper  patients  at  the  observation 
wards.  In  this  way  a  board  of  experts  will  be  constituted,  which  will  be  of  material 
assistance  in  the  difficult  emergencies  so  likely  to  arise  in-  dealing  with  the  compulsory 
segregation  of  lepers. 
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As  a  check  upon  the  .idmissiou  of  doubtful  or  nou-leprous  cases  it  would  appear 
the  jirecautions  adopted  at  present  act  but  imperfectly,  as  such  cases  are  admitted  to  1268 
the  island  where  the  rule  has  been  to  detain  them  for  two  or  more  months  under 
observation  before  reporting  to  the  Colonial  Office. 

These  cases  although  certified  as  lepers  which  are  regarded  by  tlie  sui'geons  on 
liobben  Island  as  doubtful  are  not  kept  outside  the  leper  boundaries  or  placed  in  a 
separate  ward. 

The  want  of  such  a  separate  ward  where  patients  could  be  carefully  observed  and  4289 
watched  as  been  felt  for  some  time,  and  a  suggestion  made  to  set  aside  such  a  ward. 

We  learn  with  regret,  therefore,  that  those  patients,  who  are  regarded  as  doubtful  1207,  1271,  1272 
or  about  whose  condition  opinion  is  divided,  are  not  isolated  from  the  other  lepei; 
patients,  that  while  they  have  their  beds  in  the  day  room,  they  mess  with  the  other 
patients,  and  there  is  no  means  of  isolating  them. 

We  are  told  that  on  the  22ud  of  February,  two  coloured  female  patients  were  ^„^^ 
under  confinement  on  the  island,  about  whose  condition  there  was  no  doubt  in  the 
mind  of  the  assistant  surgeon,  who  says,  they  are  not  lepers.    These  cases  on  the 
above-mentioned  date  were  some  six  weeks  in  the  female  wards. 

It  is  to  our  minds  a  very  great  grievance  to  detain  any  persons  under  circum- 
stances of  the  greatest  hardship,  about  whose  condition  there  is  any  doubt ;  where  there 
be  any  ground  for  doubt,  every  possible  precaution  should  be  adopted  to  prevent  unjust 
segregation  and  exposure  to  even  the  possibility  of  contact  with  lejiers  ;  and  should 
such  doubtful  cases  be  detained,  they  should  be  inspected  and  visited  hy  the  official 
visitors  or  medical  inspectors  and  placed  under  special  regulations. 

The  cases  mentioned  above  have  not  been  reported  to  the  medical  members  of  the  4417 
official  visitors. 

Reception  Hoioic  and  Frohntionitry  Wards. 

A  consensus  of  opinion  among  those  who,  from  their  experience  of  the  disease 
and  the  Avorking  of  the  Leprosy  Act  may  be  expected  to  be  most  able  to  judge, 
affirms  the  necessity  of  erecting  and  maintaining   a   building   on   the  mainland  19,5  .,yy  g^,-, 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  such  patients  as  are  suspected  of  being  lepers,  but  in  96-i' 
whom  the  symptoms  are  so  ill-defined  or  obscure  as  to  render  a  positive  diagnosis  a 
matter  of  the  very  greatest  difficulty.    A  reference  to  the  appendix  will  show  that  K'M,  ^hsi,  iy-'i, 
already  serious  mistakes  have  been  made  whereby  certain  individuals  have  been  placed  "^'''^^ 
on  Robben  Island  under  Grovernor's  warrant,  issued  on  the  medical  certificate  of  men  i-5oS,  1291 
who  from  their  position  ought  to  be  considered  as  capable  of  making  an  accurate 
diagnosis,  if  that  Avere  possible,  at  the  time  and  under  such  circumstances  as  applied  to 
the  patient  or  patients  under  consideration. 

It  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  once  an  individual  has  been  duly  certified  to  be 
sud'ering  from  leprosy,  his  liberty,  under  the  working  of  the  Colonial  Leprosy 
iiepression  Act,  is  taken  from  him  and  he  becomes  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
imprisoned  for  life  and  under  circumstances  such  as  would  be  considered  severe  treat- 
ment for  even  a  heavy  criminal  offence,  for  any  crime  indeed  short  of  manslaughter. 
It  is,  therefore,  obvious  that  the  very  least  which  might  be  expected  by  the  public 
would  bo  that  the  greatest  and  the  most  scrupulous  care  should  be  taken  by  the  G-overn- 
ment  with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  to  make  certain  beyond 
all  doubt  that  a  patient  is  actually  a  leper  before  issuing  a  warrant  for  his  removal  to 
liobben  Island.  It  might  be  urged  that  if  a  patient  is  sent  to  the  island 
and  subsequently  at  some  later  date  shoAvn  to  be  a  non-leper,  he  may  be  dis- 
charged by  Avarrant,  but  during  this  period  of  Avhat  is  really  unlawful  detention, 
the  unfortunate  individual  has  had  his  liberty  arrested,  may  have  been  taken  from  his 
family,  may  have  suffered  severe  ])ecuuiary  loss  thereby,  and  has  lieen  made  to  live 
during  this  period  in  a  leper  asylum  and  in  common  with  lepers.  His  removal  thence 
under  a  discharge  warrant  might  be  held  as  having  remedied  this,  but  leaving  that  as 
an  open  question,  the  fact  remains  that  he,  a  free  and,  as  regai'iis  lepi'osy,  a  liealthy 
individual,  has  been  forced  against  his  Avill  to  live  in  close  contact  with  lepers  and,  i  i' 
the  disease  can  be  held  to  be  contagious,  placed  in  such  a  position  as  to  be  most  liable 
to  acquire  it.  With  sixcli  facts  before  us  it  can  readily  be  ui^derstood  tliat  anyone 
acquainted  with  the  law,  and  the  disease  as  it  obtains  here,  sliould  strongly  reeoniniend 
that  a  suitable  dwelling  ought  to  be  maintained  on  the  mainland  where  only  suspected 
individiials  might  be  placed,  imtil  such  period  as  the  disease  slioidd  have  manifested 
itself  in  such  an  uumistakeable  form  as  to  warrant  a  positive  medical  declaration.  The 
opinions  taken  indicate  that  a  probationary  period  of  residence  of  three  months  Avould  i  '<3.s,  kkji 
be  amply  sufticient,  and  that  the  patients  should  tlien,  if  the  disease  has  not  declared 
itself,  be  discharged,  unless  it  was  thought  advisable  to  retain  them  longer  and  they, 
at  the  same  time,  were  willing  to  remain.  It  is  believed  that  a  building  calculated  to 
receive  ten  persona  Avould  be  suttieient  with  suitable  attendants  and  medical  super visiuu. 
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-  Having  regard  to  the  difficulty  of  medical  diagnosis  in  doubtful  cases,  it  would 
2575,  2877  scem  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  those  whose  evidence  hasj  been  referred  to  above,  that 
a  Medical  Board  of  Leprosy  should  be  established  in  Cape  Town,  and  that  no  warrant 
should  be  issued  for  the  removal  of  a  patient  to  Cape  Town  until  such  time  as  the 
members  of  the  board  were  satisfied  that  the  patient  was  actually  a  veritable  leper. 

Discipline 

Opinions  seem  to  differ  as  to  the  amenability  of  the  leper  patients  to  management 
i;^88>  If^^,  and  discipline  ;  while  on  the  one  hand  it  is  said  they  are  difficult  to  manage,  on  the 
8003'  '  other  it  is  said  they  are  very  easily  managed. 

7546  The  chaplain  on  Robben  Island,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Watkins,  says  "  considering  the 
lai'ge  number  of  patients  they  are  very  well  behaved."  And  a  former  medical  officer, 
3518  Dr.  Eyre,  says  he  never  had  any  trouble  .in  the  management  of  the  lepers.  "  If  there 
was  any  trouble  I  used  to  do  one  of  two  things,  either  cut  off  certain  privileges  or  sub- 
ject the  offender  to  solitary  confinement." 
gyy,,  While  the  siu-geon  superintendent  of  Robbeu  Island  has  told  us  in  his  evidence 
that  there  had  "  been  two  or  three  instances  in  which  trouble  has  been  given,  other- 
wise the  patients  are  amenable  to  reason.  When  there  has  been  any  trouble  it  has 
generally  been  due  to  the'  visiting  from  the  mainland,  or  something  that  has  stirred  up 
the  feelings  of  the  patients  and  made  them  lose  temper  and  become  excited." 

Notwithstanding  this,  however,  a  general  impression  of  uneasiness  exists  in  the 
minds  of  the  officials  responsible  for  the  good  government  of  the  island  that  a  rising 
may  take  place  or  that  the  lepers  may  combine  to  do  serious  harm. 
11076  We  are  told  that  there  was  a  rumour  that  the  superintendent's  life  was  not  safe, 
while  other  witnesses  have  said  that  there  was  a  rumour  that  the  superintendent's 
house  was  to  be  burnt  down. 

11073,11071         The  Under  Colonial  Secretary  says  that  in  September,  1892,  it  was  officially 
"  reported  that  the  lepers  intended  to  break  out  and  attack  the  inhabitants."    On  that 
11075  account  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  Mr.  De  Smidt,  proceeded  to  the  island  with  the 
assistant  magistrate  of  Cape  Town  to  investigate  the  matter,  and  he  says : — 

"I  found  that,  while  on  previous  occasions  the  attitude  of  the  lepers  towards  me 
was  respectful  and  quiet,  they  were  absolutely  insolent,  defiant,  and  abusive." 

Acting  upon  the  instructions  of  the  Grovernment,  a  body  of  armed  constables  was 
taken  over  to  the  island,  together  with  a  reserve  of  arms,  which  was  left  in  the 
charge  of  the  medical  superintendent. 
11075  It  was  decided  to  leave  the  constables  on  Robben  Island,  where  they  have  remained 
ever  since,  and  Mr.  De  Smidt  says  that  "  subsequent  occurrences  have  convinced  him 
that  the  action  originally  taken  was  fully  justified  by  possibilities  on  the  island." 

On  three  occasions,  when  very  excited,  the  leper  patients  have  made  demonstra- 
tions. On  one  occasion  when  the  Honourable  the  Colonial  Secretary  visited  the  female 
quarters ;  on  another  occasion  when  the  Leprosy  Commission  visited  the  island,  the 
females  broke  out  of  the  compound  and  rushed  along  the  trolley  line  to  the 
boundary,  where  they  were  stopped  by  the  guards,  and  on  a  subsequent  occasion  the 
male  lepers  made  a  demonstration  to  complain  about  having  been  served  with  bad 
meat. 

,1^4^ J  The  difficulty  of  enforcing  discipline  is  emphasised  by  the  resident  magistrate, 
who  says  it  is  impossible  to  carry  out  discipline  among  the  lepers  on  the  island.  In 
tbis  the  surgeon  superintendent  and  others  corroborate  him.  It  is  said,  if  a  leper 
commits  some  small  offence,  such  as  shouting  in  the  wards  or  committing  a  nidsance, 
it  is  not  possible  to  pimish  him  in  any  way. 

On  this  account  the  discipline  of  the  establishment  sulfers. 
(5  It  is  true,  as  the  sm'geon  superintendent  says,  it  would  not  do  to  force  the  lepers 

g;j.5;i  to  do  what  is  quite  unnecessary.  It  would  appear,  however,  lhat  there  are  certain 
rules  and  regulations  for  tlie  discipline  of  the  establishment.  The  orders  arc  not  given 
to  the  patients  but,  to  the  attendants,  who  sec  they  are  carried  out,  and  the  lepers  are 
encouraged  to  M,ssist  them  by  a  series  of  privileges  and  offering  employment  to  a  certain 
number  as  attendants. 

(;;j(io  No  means  exist,  hoAvever,  of  administering  punishment  to  the  lepers  for  dis- 
obcyiug  rulcp,  etill  the  surgeon  superintendent  says  he  finds  this  amply  sufficient  to 
regulate  the  establishment. 
UK),-,,  (;.j(i7  But  it  is  found  there  is  special  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  refractory  lepers,  and 
the  surgeon  superintendent  has  recommended  regulations  to  be  drawn  up  to  punish 
them,  Avhile  he  is  about  to  erect  a  small  two-roomed  building  for  a  leper  lock-up,  as  he 

i;iio  regards  it  as  a  "  great  deficit  in  the  Act  not  being  allowed  to  punish  offenders  in  any 
way." 
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No  doi\"btit  adds  very  greatly  to  the  difRenlties  of  management  to  Have,  as  we  are  nosi 
told,  *'  some  desperate  characters  are  on  the  island,  and  constant  vigilance  is  required  to 
keep  thera  quiet." 

Offences  that  have  been  committed  b}'  lepers  have  been  qnarrelling  and  fighting,  9308,  9Sii,  8874, 
in  one  case  attempting  to  wound  with  a  knife,  drunkenness,  use  of  obscene  language,  j'  ^^^^1'  j' 
committing  nuisances,  entering  the  female  compound  at  night,  smuggling  things  from  oWo]  6213'  626i' 
the  island,  giving  away  Government  clothing,  &c. 

It  would  appear  therefore,  that  there  are  certain  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  en-  5441 
foreement  of  discipline,  as  the  Act,  while  it  provides  that  the  Governor  may  make  ^^07 
regulations,  does  not  provide  for  enforcing  any  penalties. 

It  is  maintained  that  as  the  lepers  "are  detained  under  the  Governor's  warrant,  the  121 
asylum  is  a  privileged  place,  and  the  Police  Offences  Act  does  not  apply  to  it." 

A  leper  has  been  brought  up  for  drunkenness,  and  the  magistrate  says  he  has  no  v>wh 
jurisdiction,  and  the  same  with  regard  to  having  dagga  or  liquor  without  permission  ; 
while  there  is  no  punishment  for  refusing  to  obey  the  superintendent,  matron,  or  other 
responsible  officer,  interfering  with  the  lights  after  they  have  been  put  out,  shouting 
and  screaming  in  the  wards,  gambling  and  passing  the  bomidary  without  permission. 

Moreover  the  Attorney-General  has  ruled  that  if  a  patient  gets  <bunk  or  uses  gioo 
aljusive  language  the  only  way  to  punish  him  is  to  stop  his  privileges. 

It  is  replied  that  these  bad  characters  have  no  privileges  at  all. 

The  difficulty  no  doubt  would  be  met  by  establishing  an  isolation  ward,  in  which  ciio 
refactory  lepers  could  be  confined  for  punishment.    In  one  instance  a  male  leper  who  uo77 
was  1  bought  t©  be  the  ringleader  in  a  series  of  disturbances  was  removed  to  the  main- 
land and  confined  in  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  on  a  warrant  given  by  the  Governor, 
on  the  advice  of  the  Executive  Council.    This  step  had  a  most  beneficial  effect,  and  put 
a  stop  to  fm'ther  trouble. 

It  must  be  conceded,  therefore,  that  power  to  punish  refractory  lepers  will 
be  necessary  for  the  good  management  and  discipline  of  the  institution. 

Without  some  such  power  it  will  be  difficult,  almost  impossible,  to  conduct  a  large 
institution  with  so  many  inmates  of  different  classes  and  conditions  as  are  to  be  found  on 
ftobben  Island.    For  that  purpose  we  are  of  opinion  it  will  be  necessary  to  pass  an  Act 
which  will  vest  the  necessary  powers  in  the  Governor  to  issue  regixlations  for  the  262 
discipline  and  government  of  the  lepers,  defining  the  specific  offences. 

The  application  of  all  punishment  must  be  carefully  watched,  and  a  special  officer  254 
detailed  for  such  duty,  who  must  be  quite  separate  from  the  general  administration 
staff  of  the  institution. 

Moreover,  a  record  of  all  such  enquiries  and  punishments  must  be  kept  and  for-  258 
warded  from  time  to  time  to  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Law  Department. 

Reliance  must,  however,  be  placed  as  far  as  possible  upon  good  management  and 
moral  force  to  enforce  discipline,  and  everything  likely  to  cause  a  grievance  or 
annoyance  should  be  avoided.  The  leper  institution  should  be  regarded  as  a  hospital, 
and  made,  if  possible,  a  home  of  rest  for  the  unfortunates  placed  there.  All  semblance 
of  prison  life  and  prison  surroundings  should  be  carefully  removed,  and,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  ordinary  common  law  of  the  country  should  apply  to  all  cases  to  be  dealt 
with,  and  the  same  procedure  adopted  as  required  thereunder.  If,  therefore,  special 
legislative  authority  were  given  to  apply  the  Police  Offences  Act  to  the  leper  buildings  264 
as  a  public  place,  the  difficulty  would  no  doubt  be  sufficiently  met  with,  as  far  as  all 
the  necessities  of  the  case  require. 

At  the  same  time,  general  regulations  dealing  with  the  routine  daily  management 
and  duties  of  the  lepers  will  need  to  be  drawn  up  in  such  a  way  as  to  allow  of  their 
being  enforced. 

Thus  it  will  bo  necessary  to  enforce,  by  regidations,  habits  of  cleanliness,  and  to 
require  certain  duties  to  be  performed.  These  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
medical  officer,  and  failing  compliance  thorewitii,  it  should  be  permissible  to  bring  the 
leper  up  before  the  resident  magistrate  for  ])uuishment. 

As  far  as  possible,  we  are  of  opinion,  the  medical  officers  should  not  be  called 
upon  to  judge  and  allot  punisliment  to  their  patients.  The  duty  of  the  medical  officer 
is  to  look  after  the  medical  treatment  and  comfort  of  his  patients,  and  if  he  were  to  be 
called  upon  to  sit  in  judgment  on  them  and  punish  them,  it  would  certainly  interfere 
with  his  popularity  and  usefulness. 

Every  care  should  be  taken,  we  are  of  opinion,  to  establish  that  popularity  and 
confidence  in  the  minds  of  the  patients  which  is  the  usual  relation  between  patients 
and  "their  doctor." 

The  greatest  care  will  have  to  be  exercised  in  the  working  of  all  penal  clauses, 
and  endeavour  must  be  made  not  to  enforce  punishments  for  every  trivial  offence.  By 
doing  that,  a  spirit  of  rebellion  will  be  engendered,  and  instead  of  checking  insubordi- 
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Tiatinn  it,  will  be  inoreaaed.  In  the  larger  nnmber  of  instances  it  will  be  better  to  pass 
over  minor  offences  and  seek  to  remedy  them  by  improved  example  and  by  offering 
rewards  and  privileges  to  encourage  and  foster  a  spirit  of  emulation  in  good  conduct 
and  orderly-  behaviour. 

Authority  should  be  given  to  remove  imdesirable  characters  to  a  separate  part  of 
the  institution,  or  even  to  another  institution,  should  any  leper  be  found  conspiring 
against  discipline  and  good  government.  Convict  lepers  should  be  kept  apart  in  a 
separate  institution,  and  required  to  serve  out  their  time  under  the  usual  convict 
regulations,  and  no  excuse  should  allow  the  authorities  to  set  free  a  criminal  in  the 
5469  leper  settlement,  as  has  now  taken  place.  When  a  leper  convict  has  served  his  time, 
if  his  conduct  and  disposition  are  good,  he  may  be  allowed  to  enter  the  settlement,  but 
an  obviously  bad  and  degraded  character  should  be  kept  apart  as  far  as  is  possible  and 
dealt  with  more  rigorously  until  a  tendency  to  improvement  has  been  manifested. 

Arrested  Cases. 

The  attention  of  the  Commission  was  early  in  the  course  of  its  enquiry  directed  to 
1344,  1290  a  statement  by  the  surgeon  superintendent,  that  among  the  leper  patients  "  90  eases 
1348  are  cured,  and  that  they  cannot  be  the  means  of  spreading  the  disease,"  or  in  other 
words  tliat  "  about  ten  per  cent,  of  the  anaesthetic  cases  "  at  [iresent  on  the  island  were 
cured. 

j3j,3  The  Commission  felt  it  right  to  examine  into  this  point  in  great  detail,  and  on 
pushing  for  a  positive  answer  as  to  the  cures,  Dr.  Impey  admitted  he  "  cannot  say 
positively.  I  quite  agree  with  my  former  statement  in  this  way,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
say  anything  is  cured,  but  the  benefit  of  any  doubt  should  be  given  to  the  lepers."  If 
the  statement  made  were  reliable,  it  was  felt  it  would  require  a  recommendation  for  the 
discharge  of  the  ninety  cases,  supposed  to  be  cured. 

In  so  far  as  the  limited  time  at  the  disposal  of  the  Commission  allowed,  further 
enquiry  was  made. 

The  statements  were  not,  however,  borne  out.    Dr.  Todd,  the  assistant  surgeon  on 
4074  the  island,  under  whose  care  the  lepers  have  been  more  or  less  constantly  for  some  time, 
says  that  in  his  experience  there  is  no  total  cure  for  leprosy,  he  has  "  never  had  any  self- 

4102  cured  cases  pointed  out,"  and  that  he  "  does  not  recognise  the  term,"  but  he  regards  the 

4103  condition  only  as  one  of  temporary  arrest. 

4077,  4084, 4085        Di"-  Todd  in  his  evidence  was  able  further  to  tell  of  a  supposed  "  self-cure  "  ease 
which  had  developed  active  symptoms  of  leprosy  again,  after  being  recorded  as  a  cure. 
Other  witnesses  of  experience  were  able  to  corroborate  the  view  taken  by  Dr. 
1903  Todd :  thus  Dr.  Landsberg,  with  an  experience  of  leprosy  extending  over  thirty  years, 
says  "  I  have  seen  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  several  cases  where  the  disease  has 
been  airrested.    Some  of  these  cases  have  been  allowed  to  leave  the  hospital,  and  they 
I90g  have  returned  as  bad  as  when  tliey  were  first  adrnitted."    And  he  has  never  seen  a 
permanent  arrest  of  the  disease. 

Dr.  Eyre,  formerly  in  charge  of  the  leper  wards  on  Robben  Island,  a  most  careful 
2142  2166        painstaking  observer,  says  he  saw  one  ease  of  cure  on  the  island,  but  he  could  not 
say  it  was  not  ainhum. 

''177  2178  would  regard  a  case  as  cured  if  there  were  no  active  symptoms  for  ten  or 

fifteen  years,  but  he  did  "  not  think  the  Commission  would  have  any  reliable  records  on 
that  point  to  go  on." 

2609        Again,  Dr.  W.  Ross,  a  former  surgeon  superintendent  on  Robben  Island,  thinks 
2514        disease  is  never  cvired,  only  arrested.    "  I  would  not  go  farther  than  that,"  and  he 
2524  ^^^^^^  that  he  would  not  liberate  the  cases  where  active  symptoms  were  absent.    "  It  is 
arrested,  but  it  may  break  out  again."    He  had,  moreover,  seen  eases  go  away  to  the 
mn inland  "  nice  and  clean  and  apparently  well,"  but  they  returned  a  great  deal  worsp 
tif  n  they  were  before,  "  all  over  sores." 
2764         Dr.  Dixen,  late  surgeon  superintendent  on  the  island  says,  he  has  seen  arrested 
caises,  but  "  I  should  look  on  them  as  possible  objects  of  relapse." 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  the  opinion  stated  by  the  surgeonsuperintendent  is 
not  borne  out  by  the  experience  of  others  who  have  had  ample  opportunity  to  observe 
and  closely  study  leprosy.  In  the  absence  of  fuller  information  the  Commission  feot 
reluctantly  compelled  to  abstain  from  expressing  an  opinion  on  this  point  at  present. 
Further  investigation  and  research,  however,  will  be  made  into  the  condition  of  these 
supposed  "  self-cured  "  cases. 

For  the  present  it  would  be  highly  injudicious  to  hazard  any  remark  which  may 
be  construed  to  mean  that  we  agree  witli  the  "  cured  "  or  "  arrested"  condition  of  these 
1392,  1393  cases,  but  we  feel  constrained  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  one  ease  has  been  dis- 
charged upon  the  certificate  of  the  surgeon  superintendent  that  the  patient's  condition 
was  not  dangerous  to  the  public  health  "  as  there  was  no  ulceration  and  on  that  he  wa? 
discharged." 
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This  patient  was  admitted  to  Eobben  Island  on  the  Governor's  warrant,  im  which  1395 
it  was  stated  he  was  a  danger  to  the  public,  and  moreover,  Dr.  Todd  says  "  he  was  in  ^j^^ 
the  same  condition  as  the  others,"  i.e.,  lepei  patients  on  Robben  Island,  while  we  learn 
fui'ther,  that  this  patient's  father  and  aunt  had  been  leprous  also. 

The  Commission  venture  to  think  that  such  a  procedure  was  not  contemplated  when 
the  compulsory  segregation  of  lepers  was  decided  on,  and  are  of  opinion  that  before  such  a 
course  of  action  is  allowed  to  become  general,  more  careful  investigation  and  research 
must  be  made  to  determine  in  how  far  the  opinion  of  the  surgeon  superintendent  in 
this  instance  was  correct,  and  under  what  circumstances  "  arrested  "  cases  may  be  re- 
garded as  even  relatively  cured,  and  allowed  to  return  to  their  homes. 

Convicts. 

Five  convicts  are  employed  in  the  sanitary  work  in  the  village;  five  in  the  male  5605,  5542 
leper  asylum,  and  ten  in  the  female  leper  asylum.    Besides  the  sanitary  work  in  the 
female  asylum,  the  convicts  have  to  clean  and  scrub  the  wards,  the  tables  and  chairs. 

The  Commission  has  taken  the  convict  qiiestiou  into  serious  consideration,  and  is  of 
opinion  lhat  the  convicts  should  not  do  any  work  that  brings  them  into  close  association 
with  lepers,  or  into  the  female  leper  asylmn.    The  sanitary  work  and  scrubbing  should,  5461,  5462 
as  far  as  possible,  be  done  by  the  leper  patients  themselves,  or  paid  servants. 

The  opinion  of  the  Commission  is  supported  by  the  superintendent  of  the  convicit 
station.  Mr.  Jones  thinks  it  is  unfair  to  convicts  to  place  them  in  such  close  contact 
with  the  lepers.  They  may  get  food,  and  so  on,  from  the  lepers,  and  there  is  in  that 
way  the  possibility  of  the  disease  spreading.  "  I  think  the  convicts  get  dagga  from  the 
lepers  ;  I  have  reason  to  believe  so.  Bodies  of  convicts  are  constantly  working  at  the 
leper  settlement,  and  it  is  difficult  for  a  guard  to  keep  his  eye  on  them  all.  I  know  of  5461 
one  case  where  a  letter  was  intercepted  addressed  to  a  convict,  care  of  a  leper.  That 
would  lead  one  to  believe  that  there  is  communication  between  them.  ' 

Leper  Guards, 

There  are  ten  guards  for  the  leper  asylum,  whose  duties  are  interchangeable  with 
the  convict  guards.  They  have  to  do  duty  principally  at  night.  Three  guards  are 
stationed  at  night  outside  the  female  compound,  and  there  is  one  night  guard  at  the  ,5502,  8426 
male  asylum.  In  the  day  time  only  one  guard  is  on  duty  to  watch  the  boundary 
between  the  male  leper  asylum  and  the  village.  When  on  duty,  the  leper  guards  carry 
revolvers.  The  arming  of  the  leper  guards  Avith  firearms  was  found  necessary  on  the 
first  occasionj  when  a  disturbance  occui'red  on  the  island,  and  when  it  was  reported  5445,  844;i 
oflficially  that  the  lepers  intended  to  break  out  and  attack  the  inhabitants  (September, 
1892.) 

Since  September,  1892,  there  have  been  several  disturbances ;  on  one  occasion  only 
was  ii  revolver  drawn.  The  Commission  cannot  admit  the  necessity  of  the  guards 
carrying  revolvers  when  on  duty  ;  they  recommend  that  they  should  be  armed  only  with 
batons ;  the  revolvers  might  be  kept  in  the  guard-house,  ready  for  use,  in  case  they  were 
ever  required.  "We  have  evidence  that  during  one  year  there  have  been  25  charges 
against  the  leper  guards  (and  there  are  only  10  of  them)  ;  four  charges  have  been  for  ^^^'^ 
drunkenness.  This  points  to  it  not  being  desirable  to  place  firearms  in' their  hands, 
and  leave  it  to  their  discretion  to  use  them.  The  fact  of  tln^  lepers  l)eing  constantly 
guarded  by  armed  constables  like  convicts  must  make  a  painful  impression  on  the  better 
behaved  patients,  and  must  cause  a  good  deal  of  irritation.  This  would  be  avoided  by 
arming  the  guards  as  ordinary  village  police  with  batons.  The  ringleaders,  who  iu 
most  instances  have  created  the  disturbances  by  exciting  and  instigating  their  fellow- 
patients,  should  be  punished  severely.  This  measure,  we  feel  sure,  would  help  to  miui- 
mise  disturbances  in  future  just  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  by  constantly  parading  :he 
boundary  line  with  loaded  revolvers. 

The  guards  should  be  under  the  sole  control  of  the  resident  magistrate,  and  ri  les 
should  be  drawn  up  for  their  guidance.  We  feel  that  it  would  be  a  dire  calamity  if 
through  want  of  temper  or  patience,  even  under  great  provocation,  firearms  were  us<3d 
against  the  lepers  on  liobben  Island. 

Old  Somerset  Ros2ntal. 

The  Old  Somerset  Hospital  is  used  as  a  receiving  or  half-way  house  for  lepers  to  jod 
and  from  Eobben  Island,  though  it  would  appear  that  some  cases  have  been  detained 
there  for  a  long  period,  and  in  one  instance  a  leper  was  sent  thither  from  Eobben 
Island  ae  a  punishment,  and  died  there. 

The  accommodation  set  apart  for  this  purpose  consists  of  a  corrugated  iron  building 
placed  in  the  grounds. 
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This  building  is  divided  into  two  \yards  of  six  beds  each,  one  for  females  and  one 
for  males.  Each  ward  opens  into  a  small  yard,  Avliich  is  railed  off  from  the  geueral 
yard,  but  as  the  enclosure  on  the  male  side  consists  only  of  a  fence  foi-med  by 
poles  supported  on  uprights,  it  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  sutficient  to  prevent  iuter- 
coxirse  with  the  chronic  sick  who  come  into  close  proximity  with  this  fence.  On  the 
female  side  a  hedge  of  evergreens  prevents  more  effectually  the  intercourse  with  the 
other  inmates. 

1029  There  are  neither  baths  nor  lavatories,  nor  urinals  nor  w.c.  for  either  of  the 
wards,  and  the  only  conveniences  provided  are  night-stools,  which  are  placed  in  the 
wards  at  the  bedside  of  the  patients. 

In  these  wards  doubtful  cases  are  kept  together  with  the  clearly  leprous.  There  is 
no  possibility  of  classification.  A  good  many  white  patients  pass  through  the  Old 
Somerset  Hospital,  and  white  patients  would  be  kept  in  the  same  ward  with  the  coloured 
patients.  One  female  patient,  it  is  true,  was  kept  apart  in  a  small  room,  if  such  a  word 
can  be  used  for  the  wretched  cell,  unfit  for  liiiui;iu  liabitation,  which  opened  into  a  sort  of 
passage  way,  or  small  court,  leading  into  one  of  the  yards  for  the  insane.  Here  this  mi- 
fortunate  person  was  kept  confined  for  some  time. 

1025  The  food  of  the  leper  patients  is  cooked  in  the  general  kitchen,  and  they  are 
waited  on  by  the  chronic  sick  attendants.  The  washing  is  done  in  the  general  wash- 
place  by  the  chronic  sick  and  attendants,  and  the  only  attempt  to  disinfect  the  clothing 

1005  is  by  adding  an  undetermined  quantity  of  carbolic  acid  to  the  water  in  which  the 
clothes  are  washed. 

The  length  of  time  a  leper  is  detained  at  the  Old  Somerset  varies ;  some  oa,ses  are  kept 
two  months,  while  some  are  first  placed  under  a  course  of  treatment  for  syphilis,  before 
being  sent  to  Robben  Island,  or  discharged.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  whatever  may 
have  been  the  original  intention,  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  is  more  than  a  half-way 
house  for  lepers  oi  route  to  Robben  Island. 

The  admission  of  lei^ers  into  a  chronic  sick  hospital  can  only  be  permitted  where 
there  is  a  strict  and  complete  isolation,  and  while  it  would  seem  instructions  are  given 
that  there  should  be  complete  isolation,  it  has  appeared  to  us  that  this  is  practically  im- 
possible under  the  present  conditions,  where  the  same  kitchen,  wash-place,  and  attend- 
ants serve  the  lepers  as  well  as  the  chronic  sick. 

Moreover,  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  this  Commission  to  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital,  on  the  10th  of  February,  a  yoimg  boy  was  found  among  the  chronic  sick, 
who  slept  and  messed  with  them,  who  was  certified  as  a  lepei',  and  notwithstanding 
had  been  in  the  chronic  sick  ward  since  the  15th  of  December. 

Again,  on  the  3rd  of  April,  on  a  subsequent  visit,  we  were  told  of  thi'ee  cases,  two 
men  from  Bechuanaland,  who  had  been  sent  in  on  the  30th  of  December,  1893,  and  one 
9113,  9422  from  Herschel,  admitted  during  December  of  that  year.  These  cases  had  been  returned 
from  Robben  Island  as  non-lepers,  and  yet  they  were  requii-ed  to  sleep  with  the  lepers 
in  the  leper  ward,  while  they  messed  with  the  chronic  sick.  This  is  necessary  because 
there  is  no  other  accommodation.  Such  a  proceeding  is  mueh  to  be  condemned,  and 
should  not  be  countenau(;ed.  It  can  only  be  prevented,  we  think,  by  separating 
entirely  the  leper  wards  from  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital,  a  step  strongly  recommended 
by  Dr.  Cox. 


In  drawing  up  an  interim  report  on  Robben  Island  the  Commission  feel  that  they 
have  had  a  very  difficult  task  to  perform.  From  a  great  many  sources  they  have  had 
to  collect  information  which  was  often  conflicting  and  misleading,  according  to  the  view 
taken  of  matters  by  individual  informants. 

To  sift  the  information  thus  obtained,  and  to  judge  every  point  fairly  upon  its  own 
merits  has  been  no  easy  task.  Naturally  a  great  many  recommendations  have  to  be 
made,  and  many  points  to  be  touched  upon  in  such  a  manner  that  to  the  super- 
ficial reader  it  might  seem  as  if  so  many  unqualified  strictures  had  been  passed  upon 
the  AVurking  of  the  leper  establishment  on  Robben  Island  as  a  whole.  The  Commis- 
sion therefore  feel  bound  to  make  it  clear  that  in  their  opinion  the  improvements  which 
have,  especially  within  the  last  four  years,  been  made  in  that  establishment  are  great.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  since  the  Leprosy  Act  of  1P84  came  into  force  on  the  17th 
May,  1892,  the  poj)ulation  of  the  island  has  been  rapidly  increasing.  In  the  year  1871 
there  were  49  leper  patients  on  Robben  Island,  in  the  year  1890  this  number  had  in- 
1049  creased  to  110,  and  at  the  present  time  there  are  532  lepers.  For  this  rapidly-growing 
population  accommodation  had  to  be  made,  Avards  had  to  be  erected,  private  dwellings 
for  officials,  churches,  and  parsonages  had  to  be  built.  With  the  growth  of  the  popula- 
lation,  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  demand  for  food,  water,  clothing,  aud  other 
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requisites  took  place.  "  Any  one"  wi'ites  the  chief  and  medical  superintendent,  "who  Honpitals^  Report 
has  hud  the  experience  of  mamiging  an  aayluni  with  vipwards  of  800  cases,  must  know  '  ^' 

that  with  the  provision  of  bed  acconimodatiou  tlie  oi-ganisatiou  is  hy  no  means  at  an 
end.  The  wards  had  to  be  supi)Ked  with  tables,  locker;?,  forms,  stools,  cupboards,  and 
the  many  other  accessories  necessary  to  complete  the  equipment,  and  these  articles  had 
to  be  made.  This  in  itself  in  a  new  establishment  is  a  gigantic  Avork."  It  must  be 
confessed  by  every  impartial  observer  that  the  Government  of  the  Cape  has  been  very 
liberal  in  its  outlay  upon  Eobben  Island,  that  it  has  shown  great  solicitude  for  the  care 
and  comfort  of  the  lepers  under  its  care,  has  displayed  unexampled  liberality  in  afford- 
ing facilities  for  visits  to  lepers  of  their-  relatives,  however  distant,  and  exhibited  in 
ruany  different  ways  a  warm  interest  in  the  lepers,  and  a  desire  to  deal  with  this  leprosy 
problem  in  the  most  humane  method  possible,  acting  in  this  respect  in  accordance  with 
the  public  opinion  of  the  Colony  as  expressed  by  its  representative  men. 

The  duties  of  the  chief  and  medical  superintendent  have  also  of  necessity  increased 
to  such  ^  extent  that  it  seems  to  be  impossible  foi'  one  man  to  do  justice  to  all  the 
work  which  is  at  present  attached  to  that  responsible  office. 

And  this  is  an  important  fact  to  which  the  Commission  must  attribute  the  uia.uy 
shortcomings  of  local  adaiinistratiou  appearing  in  close  investigation  (;f  the  work  at 
Robben  Island. 


GENERAL  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

!  AdniiniHf  ration. 

We  have  to  express  our  decided  dissatisfaction  with  the  adniiiiii:trati<.)n  oi  the 
institution  in  many  particulars,  notably  the  futile  methods  of  enforcing  segregation, 
the  absence  of  proj^er  supervision,  the  want  of  continuity  in  management,  the  lax 
disoi]  iline,  and  the  divided  responsibility  due  to  want  of  precise  definition  as  to  duties. 
In  passing  judgment,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  remember  that  the  staff  of  the  leper 
asylum  has  been  undermanned  and  that  after  the  promulgation  of  the  Act  the  estab- 
i  lishment  increased  at  a  rapid  rate.  We  gladly  recognize  that  many  great  improve- 
I  ments  have  beeL>  effected  diu-ing  the  last  few  years,  and  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
patients  are  much  better  housed  and  cared  for  than  they  would  be  in  their  own  homes. 
We  would  recommend 

[<()  That  theie  should  be  a  resident  magistrate,  but  that  he  sliould  be  entirely 
divested  of  responsibility  for  the  administration  of  the  medical  institutions ; 
that  he  should  act  as  civil  cominissioner,  receive  moneys  and  i»ay  wages, 
have  charge  of  the  convict  station  and  police  force,  and  be  tlie  sole  authority 
in  cases  of  law  and  order ;  that  he  should  have  charge  of  such  village  work  as 
can  be  entirely  separated  from  the  sphere  of  asylum  management,  and  that 
I  the  clerical  work  should  as  far  as  possible  be  done  under  his  superintendence. 

Fui'ther,  tliat  he  should  be  appointed  one  of  the  official  visitors  to  the  asylums, 
and  it  is  wl-io  recjommeiided  that  the  office  should  not  be  held  for  too  long  a 
period  by  the  same  individual. 

(6)  That  there  should  remain  one  head  of  the  medical  establishment,  directly 
responsible  for  its  management  and  control,  and  all  connected  tlierewith, 
except  in  so  far  as  the  duties  allotted  to  the  magistrate  are  concerned. 

(c)  That  the  medical  staff  be  strengthened  by  the  appointment  of  two  additional 
medical  officers,  one  being  a  pathologist  and  bacteriologist. 

{(i)  That  the  nursing  staff  (the  non-leprous  staff)  be  increased  in  both  male  and 
female  institutions  to  the  full  streugtli  of  staff  required  in  ekronic  sick  nursing 
(about  1  to  25),  and  that  everything  be  done  to  attract  and  retain  the  services 
of  a  good  staff  ;  that  convicts  must  not  be  employed  for  scrubbing  wards  or 
any  work  in  connection  therewith ;  neither  shoidd  lunatics  be  employed  in 
the  leper  area. 

(e)  That  the  present  system  of  having  paid  leper  assistants  be  extended,  and  that 
all  practicable  inducements  be  offered  to  increase  the  number  of  patients  use- 
fully employed.  That  industrial  occupations  be  encouraged,  and  workshops 
established  for  tailoiing,  carpentering,  tinsmith's  work,  shoemakin^,  &c.,  and 
that  dairy-farming  be  also  part  of  the  duties.  Gardening,  tree-planting  and 
general  outdoor  work  should  be  encouraged  as  far  as  possible. 

(/)  That  rules  and  regulations  should  be  drawn  up  applicable  to  the  institution, 
that  stricter  discipline  ^.liould  bo  enforced,  and  closer  supervision  exorcieed  in 
the  various  de^jartments.  It  would  be  advisable  that  a  Special  Act  be  framed 
for  the  government  of  Robben  Islan'l,  a?  recommended  by  the  Under 
Colonial  8  cretary. 


Children. 

We  recommend  that  the  practice  of  allowing  healthy  children  to  live  in  the  wards 
with  their  leprous  parents  must  be  diseoutiaued,  and  that  if  no  other  satisfactory  mode 
of  providing  for  these  children  can  be  found,  a  small  children's  home  be  established 
for  them  on  the  mainland. 

General  Visitors. 

1.  A  scrutiny  of  all  passes  should  be  made  before  allowing  anyone  on  board  the 
boat  at  Cape  Town. 

2.  Instructions  should  be  issued  to  officers  on  boat  as  to  the  number  of  passes 
issued  for  that  day  and  only  that  number  be  allowed  on  board  the  boat. 

3.  A  system  of  coloured  tickets  marked  in  some  way,  thus  preventing  dates  being 
altered  or  ticket  transferred. 

4.  Rules  for  the  guidance  of  visitors  to  be  posted  up  in  offices,  wards,  receiving 
rooms,  &e.  and  on  a  board  at  leper  boundary — on  one  side  of  permit,  a  notice  to  be 
printed  calling  attention  to  penalties  (under  Act)  attached  to  breach  of  such  rules: 
and  these  should  be  enforced  for  offences  hy  visitors. 

6.  Visitors  only  to  be  received  by  their  friends  in  a  special  day  room  where 
attendant  should  be  on  duty. 

6.  In  cases  of  illness  where  patients  are  confined  to  bed  or  in  hospital  they  may 
see  their  friends  subject  to  special  "  permit." 

7.  Visitors  not  to  be  allowed  to  be  present  at  meal  hours. 

8.  Visitors  to  be  cautioned  about  kissing,  sharing  the  same  food,  or  smuggling 
dagga  or  liquor. 

9.  Visitors  to  be  compelled  to  wash  with  disinfectants  before  leaving. 

10.  To  sign  their  names  and  addresses  in  a  "  general  "  visitors'  book,  kept  for 
that  purpose,  and  to  notify  therein  their  complaints,  connected  with  matters  pertaining 
to  the  administration  of  the  institution  or  the  welfare  of  their  friends. 

11.  A  special  register  to  be  kept  by  resident  magistrate  and  civil  commissioner 
of  all  those  who  are  allowed  to  stay  over  to  the  next  boat  day,  stating  reasons  why  they 
are  permitted  to  stay. 

Official  Visitors. 

1.  That  official  visitors  be  appointed  to  visit  the  leper  asylum  monthly  and 
their  Reports  be  printed  subsequently. 

2.  That  an  official  visitors'  book  should  be  kept  at  the  office  for  signature. 

3.  That  the  Board  be  also  constituted  official  visitors. 

Segregation. 

Segregation,  as  hitherto  practised  at  Robben  Island,  has  been  a  very  inefficient 
and  half-hearted  segregation — the  visitors  to  the  lepers  being  numerous,  their  visits  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  unsupervised,  and  the  opportunities  of  contract  between  lepers 
and  non-lepers  many.  If  any  good  is  to  come  of  segi*egation,  and  the  Colony  is  to 
reap  a  proper  return  for  the  sacrifice  it  is  making,  segregation  should  be  properly 
carried  out.  The  Act  should  be  much  more  strictly  administered,  and  some  such 
visiting  rules  and  arrangements  as  have  been  recommended  in  the  report  be 
adopted  and  enforced. 

Suitability  of  site  of  Bobhen  Island. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  mistake  ever  to  have  selected  Robben  Island  as  a 
site  for  a  public  institution  for  the  following  reasons  : — 

(1)  Its  inaccessibility. 
(«.)  For  administrative  purposes, 
{b.)  For  visiting  of  friends  and  relatives. 

((!.)  For  cargo  and  necessaries.  _  ■ 

{d.)  For  the  absence  of  the  good  effect  induced  by  coming  in  constant  contact  with 

healthy  public  opinion,  which  is  beneficial  for  both  the  staff  and  patients. 
{e.)  For  expense  in  keeping  up  communication, 
(/.j  For  bad  effects  of  insularity  upon  the  inhabitants. 

(3.)  Its  barren  and  uninviting  aspect. 

(3.)  Its  climate  being  less  favourable  than  that  of  the  mainland,  and  likely  to  act 

prejudicially  upon  those  coming  from  many  parts  of  the  mainland. 
(4.)  The  water  supply  being  insufficient  in  q[uantity  aiid*bad  in  quality. 
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(5.)  Absence  of  trees  for  shade  and  ghelter  and  of  vegetation  generally. 

In  view,  however,  of  the  large  outlay  of  public  money  that  has  been  incurred,  we 
are  unable  to  recommend  the  immediate  removal  of  the  institution  to  the  mainland, 
but  we  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  limit  of  its  legitimate  growth  has  been  over- 
stepped, and  that  for  many  reasons,  bxit  especially  on  account  of  the  difficulties  of 
obtaining  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  water,  it  is  imperative  that  the  resident  popu- 
lation on  the  island  be  reduced.  We  feel  that  any  scheme  which  would  involve  a 
considerable  expenditure  on  new  buildings  should  be  avoided,  and  that  the  aim  should 
be  gradually  to  decrease  and  contract  the  establishment.  The  removal  of  the  Kobbeu 
Island  establishment  has  been  already  strongly  urged  by  the  various  reports  presented 
to  Parliament,  extending  over  a  period  of  the  last  forty  years. 

Decrease  of  Estahliahment . 

In  view  of  limiting  further  expenditure  on  the  island  and  of  utilizing  certain 
accommodation  which  already  exisits,  the  Commission  would  advise  the  removal 
of  the  lunatic  establishment  from  Hobben  Island  to  the  mainland.  It  has  been 
shown  that  in  the  past  (and  to  a  certain  extent  at  present)  j^atients  have  been 
employed  for  labour  in  connection  with  the  leper  establishment.  It  is  not  fair 
or  just  to  them  that  they  should  be  employed  in  such  work  and  their  presence  on  the 
island  furthermore  adds  to  the  difficult}^  of  general  administration. 

The  few  chronic  sick  should  be  removed.  I'he  convicts  at  present  employed  in 
connection  with  the  leper  establishment  should  not  be  allowed  to  do  any  work  which 
brings  them  in  close  contact  with  the  lepers. 

Guards. 

Would  recommend  that  the  whole  system,  as  applied  to  the  leper  guards,  be 
amended  and  altered  to  that  of  a  village  police  ;  that  they  should  not  be  armed  with 
revolvers ;  and  that  the  guards  on  duty  at  the  female  compound  at  night  be  abolished. 

Convicts  and  Lunatics  in  Leper  Area. 

Would  recommend  that  no  duties  in  the  leper  wards  or  in  the  leper  area  be 
assigned  to  the  convicts  or  to  the  insane. 

Drink. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  di'ink  question  has  been  one  of  the  great  difficulties 
on  the  island,  and  that  too  great  leniency  has  hitherto  been  shown  in  dealing  with 
offenders. 

Your  Commission  would  recommend — 

1.  That  no  canteen  or  establishment  be  allowed  upon  the  island  where 

liquor  may  be  sold. 

2.  That  alcoholic  drinks  shall  only  be  served  out  on  requisition  countersigned 

by  the  medical  officer.  For  the  management  and  carrying  out  of  this 
regulation  the  resident  magistrate  shall  be  responsible. 

3.  That  the  supply  be  served  out  daily. 

4.  That  no  requisitioning  be  allowed  by  visitors. 

5.  That  no  permit  to  obtain  liqiior  shall  continue  in  force  longer  than  one 

week. 

6.  That  a  restaurant  be  kept  open  for  food,  tea,  coffee  and  aerated  beverages, 

and  that  no  alcoholic  drink  be  allowed  to  be  served  or  used  therein. 

Dog  Quarantine. 

We  recommend  the  removal  of  the  dog  quarantine  station  from  the  leper  area 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  an  unnecessary  interference  with  the  working  of  segregation, 
from  its  proximity  to  the  leper  establishment.  Robbeu  Island  being  already 
overcrowded,  such  an  addition  as  the  dog  quarantine  station  is  inadvisable,  especially 
when  placed  in  the  leper  area. 

Game  Preserre — Rabbits. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  Robben  Island  should  not  be  leased  for  the  purposes  of  a 
game  preserve,  because  of  the  serious  obstacle  the  rabbits  have  been  to  tree  planting, 
growth  of  vegetation,  &c.  Such  game  as  already  exists  should  be  utilised  for 
food  and  for  the  purpose  of  affording  some  recreation  for  the  lepers,  and  inhabitant^ 
of  the  island  generally. 
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Cerf  if  cation. 

In  addition  to  the  certificate  given  by  tlie  magistrate,  a  certificate  nuist  he 
obtained  from  two  medical  men.  The  certificate  ought  to  be  drawn  up  on  similar  linea 
to  those  obtaining  in  hmacy  cases.  A  field-cornet's  certificate  should  not  he  essential. 
/The  special  details  of  this  form  of  certificate  should  be  eventually  decided  upon  and 
di^awn  up  by  the  proposed  Boai'd. 

Board. 

We  are  satisfied  that  there  is  a  danger  in  difficult  and  exceptional  cases  of  non- 
lepers  being  removed  as  lepers  to  the  leper  hospital.  Such  cases  have  occurred  in  the 
past,  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  a  recurrence 
of  the  error.  We  therefore  recommend  the  establish  inoiit  on  the  mainland  of  a  re- 
ceiving house  or  probationary  hospital  for  the  reception  of  all  cases  sent  up  certified 
by  the  local  authorities  of  their  respective  districts.  At  such  an  institution  these  cases 
should  come  under  the  cognisance  of  a  board,  who  should  finally  deal  with  them.  All 
cases  should  be  reported  upon  forthwith  by  the  board.  Under  no  circumstances  shouhl 
doubtful  cases  be  sent  on  to  llobben  Island,  Doubtful  cases  should  be  reported  upon 
by  the  board  every  month,  to  His  Excellency  tlie  (iovernor,  who  would  be  required 
to  issue  a  fresh  warrant  to  enable  them  to  he  detained  for  a  further  period  of  oiio 
month. 

The  establishment  should  be  located  near  Cape  Town.  The  Board  should  consist 
of  three  medical  men.  The  receiving  house  should  be  under  their  control,  and 
should  be  apart  from  any  other  establishment. 

£ach  Strife  to  provide  for  oivn  Lepers. 

We  would  advise  that  each  State  should  provide  for  its  own  lepers  on  account  of 
tlie  generally  expressed  wish  of  the  Free  State  lepers  that  they  should  be  in  their  own 
country,  and  on  the  ground  of  climatic  conditions  of  Robben  Island  possibly  affecting 
them  adversely. 

Attendants''  Mess. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  attendants'  kitchen  should  be  entirely  separate  from 
the  lepers'  kitchen,  and  that  rations  should  be  cooked  and  served  out  to  the  unmarried 
attendants'  mess  by  an  ofiicial  set  apart  for  that  purpose  who  has  no  pecimiary  interest 
in  the  messing  arrangements. 

Fire. 

We  consider  that  the  arrangements  for  extinguishing  a  large  fire  breaking  out  o 
the  island  are  seriously  defective.    We  would  recommend  that  a  steam  fire  engine  be 
supplied,  that  the  attendants  be  regularly  instructed  in  its  use,  and  systematically 
exercised  iji  fire-drill. 

Boat  Service  and  Pier. 

We  consider  that  the  large  annual  amoimt  spent  on  the  boat  service  to  Robben 
Island  and  the  labour  and  loss  of  time  in  landing  cargo  on  Robben  Island  could  be 
decreased  by  the  purchase  of  a  steamboat  for  the  Rob])en  Island  service.  The  erection 
of  a  small  pier  at  tlie  island  is  very  much  needed,  and  we  strongl}'  recommend  such  an 
addition  be  made  without  delay. 

CHARLES  F.  K.  MURRAY,  M.D.  M.Cir,  F.R.C.S.I., 

Chairman. 


30th  June,  1894. 


LEPROSY  COMMISSION. 


MINUTES  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 
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LEPROSY  COMMISSION 


MINUTES  OF  PllO0EEDm(;8. 


Ca^Je  Tutcii,  Thursday,  Febrnari/  Id,  1894. 


I'KE.SENT  : 

Dr.  MuKKAY  [Chainiuui), 


Dr.  Douus, 

,,  FiSMKK, 


Dr.  Hoffman, 
,,  Herman. 


The  members  having  met  in  No.  16  Committee  Room  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
at  ten  o'clock  a.m.,  the  Chairman  formally  opened  the  proceedings  by  reading  the 
Commission. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  he  had  received  a  communication  from  Dr.  Greathead, 
a  member  of  the  Commission,  to  the  effect  that  he  would  arrive  in  Cape  Town  on  the 
2nd  iust. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Fletcher  was  appointed  to  act  as  secretary  and  shorthand-writer 
to  the  Commission. 

Letter  dated  25th  January,  1894,  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  read, 
enclosing  a  list  of  books  bearing  on  the  question  of  leprosy,  which  had  been  obtained 
from  the  Agent-General,  and  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  Commission. 

Tiesolved  that  100  copies  of  the  Commission  be  printed  for  use. 

Resolved  that  four  members  form  a  quorum. 

Resolved  that  at  the  next  meeting  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  and  Dr. 
Gregory  be  examined. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  the  Stli  inst.,  at  10  a.m. 


Ciipe  Town,  Monday,  February  bth,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 

Dr.  Greathead,  |  Dr.  Fismer, 

DoDDS,  I  ,.  Herman. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter,  dated  the  1st  inst.,  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  read,  stating  that 
Dr.  Ellington  Avas  not  expected  in  Cape  Town  till  the  7th  inst. 

Letter,  dated  January  27th,  from  tlio  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  read,  transmitting 
copy  of  certain  resolutions  on  the  subject  (if  lepr<isy  and  the  existing  arrangements  for 
the  segregation  of  lepers,  passed  by  the  South  African  Medical  Congress  at  its  recent 
meeting  in  ( "ape  ToAvn. 

Telegram  from  Dr.  Edington  read,  stating  that  he  would  arrive  in  Cape  Town  on 
the  7th  inst. 

Telegram  from  Dr.  Hoffman  read,  stating  that  he  was  prevented  attending 
to-day. 

0  2 


IV 


Mr.  H.  (le  Smidt  (I'lidcr  Colonial  iSeeretarj)  and  L)r.  Gregory  weru  examined. 

Kesolvedtha^tMr.  Tlieal,  liev.  Mr.  Leibbrandt,  Dr,  Gregory  and  Dr.  C()xbe7'oquested 
to  give  evidence  on  Wednesday,  the  Ttli  iust.,  and  Dr.  Simons  on  Tiiursday,  the  8tli 
inst. 

Resolved  tliat  the  Secretary  be  ins^^rueted  to  procnre  the  following  documents : — 
Copies  of  tlie  District  Surgeons'  reports,  two  copies  of  the  evidence  tiiken  by  the  Indian 
C(.)nmiissiou  on  Leprosy,  copy  of  tlie  Leprosy  liepression  Act,  copies  of  liobben  Island 
reports. 

Adjourned  till  Wednesday,  the  7th  iust.,  at  11  a.m. 


C(ij)v  Toicii,  Wcdncsihnj,  FcbriKiri/  Itli,  ISDL 


PRI'SEXT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {Ch<ilrniaii), 

Dr.  DoDDs,  Dr.  Fismer, 

„   Hoffman,  „  Herman, 

„   Geeathead,  „  Edington. 

Tiie  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  G.  M.  Theal,  Rev.  Mr.  Liebbrandt,  Dr.  Gregoi'}'  and  Dr.  Cox  were  examined. 

Letter  dated  February  ?th  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read  relative  to  the 
visit  of  the  Gomnjission  to  Robben  Island. 

Resolved  : — 'I'hat  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  reply  to  the  effect  that  the  Com- 
mission contemplated  visiting  Robben  Island  at  a  somewliat  later  stage  of  the  enquiry, 
but  that  meanwhile  Dr.  Impey  would  be  examined. 

Resolved : — That  Dr.  Impey  be  requested  to  give  evidence  on  Tuesday  the  Tith 

inst. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  -3  o'clock  p.m. 


■  Ciipc  Tuini,  Tlnii:vl(iij,  Ffhi  uari/  8,'//,  1894. 


PRESENT 


Dr.  Mi.iRRAY  (Cli'iiniim/) 


Dr.  Herman, 
,,  Fismer, 

,,  DoDDS, 


Dr.  Greathead, 
„  Edington. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  Avere  read  and  confirmed. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Simons  was  examined. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  5  o'clock  p.m. 


Cape  Tuait,  Fridai/,  Fchnt'o-ij  S)lh,  1894. 


I'KE^i;??'!' : 


Dr.  MnuitAY 

Dr.  Eding  ton, 
,,  Fismer, 

,,  He]!MAN, 


((']i(iirii}(iii). 

Dr.  Greathead, 

DoDDS, 

Hoffman. 


The  minutes  of  tlie  previous  meeting  weie  read  and  confinned. 

R(  solved  : — 1  hat  tlie  Ci'mmission  be  supplied  with  proofs  of  the  evichnce 
taken  from  time  to  time,  and  that  the  Secieta]}'  be  instructed  to  communicate  with  the 
Under  Colonial  Sceie  ary  with  regaid  to  the  number  of  copies  of  the  report  and 
evidence  likely  to  be  required. 


Resolved : — That  tlie  Secretary  be  iiistrueted  to  communicate  witli  the  Colonial 
'')ffice  to  ascertain  on  what  day  next  week  the  Hon.  Colonial  iSecretary  would  be  able 
to  receive  the  Commission  to  consider  the  question  of  finance. 

liesolved  : — That  the  method  of  procediu'e  in  the  examination  of  Avitnesses  be 

Resolved : — That  a  8ub-comraittee,  consisting  of  Dr.  Hoffman  and  Dr.  Fismer,  to 
be  called  the  Therapeutic  Committee,  be  appointed  to  place  cases  under  treatment  and 
observe  such  treatment,  and  report  thereon  to  tlie  Commission  from  time  to  time. 

liesolved  : — That  the  bacteriological  investigations  be  undertak'm  on  the 
following  lines  :  First,  tliat  it  be  determined  whetlier  or  no  certain  liacilli  are  found  in 
relation  to  the  disease  in  question  ;  secondly,  to  determine  if  the  bacilli  of  leprosy  in 
this  coimtry  are  identical  with  the  bacilli  of  a  similar  disease  obtaining  in  other 
countries  ;  thirdly,  to  attempt  to  isolate  and  cultivate  the  bacillus  of  leprosy  ;  fourthly, 
to  attempt  eiperimentally  to  induce  the  disease  known  as  leprosy  in  loAver  animals  ; 
tifthly,  to  investigate  certain  diseases  occurring  in  lower  aninuils  Avhich  have  been 
surmised  to  be  leprosy,  and  to  report  from  time  to  time  to  the  Commission  ;  and  that 
a  copy  of  tliis  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  Hon.  Colonial  ISecretary  with  a 
request  that  Dr.  Edington  be  instructed  to  act  as  an  expert  in  carrying  out  the 
investigations. 

Resolved  : — That  statistical  enquiry,  including  mapping,  be  referred  to  the  Sub- 
committee, consisting  of  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Grreathead,  and  Dr  Herman. 

Resolved: — To  visit  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  at  11  am.  on  the  following  day, 
a  notice  to  be  sent  to  Dr.  Cox  requesting  him  to  be  present,  and  a  notification  to  be 
given  to  Dr.  Landsberg  of  the  proposed  visit. 

Adjourned  till  the  foUoAviug  clay  at  11  o'clock. 


C(ipc  Toicu,  Siiticrild//,  February  10th,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 


Dr.  MuKKAY  {C/aiiniuvi), 


Dr.  DoiJDs, 
,,  Herman, 


Dr.  Edixgton, 

,,  GrREATHEAP. 


The  Commission  visited  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  and  further  examined  Dr.  Cox. 

Subse(piently  an  inspection  was  nnide  of  the  establishment,  in  so  far  as  the  arrange- 
ments for  lepers  were  concerned.  The  Commission  also  inspected  three  coloured  lepers 
and  one  doubtful  case  :  also  two  coloured  men  \\'ho  had  been  sent  down  from  Viyburg 
as  leprous,  but  returned  from  Robben  Island  as  not  suffering  from  the  disease  ;  also  a 
boy,  about  12  j-ears  of  age,  Avho  had  been  in  service  at  Wynberg  and  wlio  showed 
synitoms  of  leprosy. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  the  12th  inst.,  at  5  o'clock  p.m. 


C(ij)c  Town,  3Iond(ty,  Fehruary  12th,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 
Dr.  DoDUs  [Acting  Chan  ntcm) , 

Dr.  Greathead,  Dr.  Dodds, 

„    Edixgton,  „  Fismer, 

„    Hoffman,  .   „  Herman. 

The  minutes  of  the  hvo  previous  meetings  were  read  and  confirmed. 

In  the  al)sence  of  Dr.  Murray  it  AVas  resolved  that  Dr.  Dodds  take  the  chair. 

Letter  from  Cnder  Colonial  Secretary  dated  the  12th  inst.  read,  stating  that  the 
Hon.  Colonial  Secretary  Avould  be  pleased  to  receive  the  Commission  to  consider  the 
question  of  finance  on  the  foUoAving  day  or  the  day  after  at  11  o'clock,  a.m. 

Resolved :  That  the  Commission  wait  upon  the  Hon.  Colonial  Secretary  on 
Wednesday  tlie  14th  inst.  11  a.m. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  dated  the  12th  inst.,  read,  requesting 
t)  be  furnished  Avith  a  statement  shoAving  the  probable  expenditure  of  the  Commission 
from  the  present  date  to  the  30th  June  next,  and  for  the  financial  year  1894-5. 

Resolved  :  That  a  reply  to  this  letter  be  deferred  until  the  Commission  had  had 
un  inter vicAV  Avith  the  Colonial  Secretary. 


VI 


Resolved  :  That  the  following  information  be  obtained  from  the  surgeon  siiperin- 
tendent  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hop])ital : — Diet  scale  for  leper  patients;  a  list  of  all  the 
cases  that  have  passed  through  the  hospital  on  their  way  to  Robben  Island  institution ; 
a  list  of  cases  detained  at  the  hospital  at  present ;  a  copy  of  the  regulations  under 
that  indicated  in  the  terms  of  the  Ccinmissiou,  each  section  of  enquiry  be  initiated  by 
the  Chairman  and  then  carried  on  by  tlie  other  members  seriatim. 

Resolved : — That  a  Circular  be  drawn  up  by  a  tSub-committee,  consisting  of 
Dr.  Ediugton  and  Dr.  Dodds,  and  first  laid  by  them  before  the  Commission,  and 
subsequently  issued  to  all  District  Surgeons  and  other  medical  men,  and  such  laymen 
as  may  be  expected  to  be  in  possession  of  reliable  information. 

Resolved : — That  the  Commission  arrange  for  the  examination  of  all  cases  of 
leprosy  within  reach  with  a  view  to  classifj'ing  and  tabulating  all  the  clinical  and 
other  evidence  obtained,  and  that  a  Sub-committee  be  instructed  to  bring  up  a  report 
upon  the  best  method  of  carrying  out  such  resolution  ;  such  Sub-committee  to  consist 
of  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Greathead  and  Dr.  Herman. 

which  lepers  are  placed  during  their  detention  in  hospital ;  a  plan  of  the  leper  wards 
and  of  the  room  used  as  a  female  observation  room,  with  floor  space,  cubic  space,  and 
size  of  airing  courts. 

Resolved  :  That  Dr.  Laudsberg  and  Mr.  Needham  be  requested  to  attend  and 
give  evidence  on  Wednesday,  the  14th  iust ,  at  5  p.m. 

The  sub-committee  brought  up  a  draft  circular  to  be  issued  to  district  surgeons 
and  others,  Avhich  it  was  resolved  to  have  printed. 

Adjourned  until  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 


Cajje  Totcn,  Tuesday,  Fchntayi/  ISt/i,  1894. 


PRESENT : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 


Dr.  Hoffman, 
„  Dodds, 
„  Edington, 


Dr.  GrREATHK.^D, 

„  Herman, 
,,  Fismer. 


Dr.  S.  P.  Impey  was  examined. 

Resolved  :  That  Dr.  Eyre  be  requested  to  give  evidence  on  Thursday,  the  15th  inst. 
at  10  o'clock,  and  Dr.  Ross  at  3  o'clock  the  same  day  ;  Dr.  Dixon  on  Friday,  the  16th 
inst.,  at  3  o'clock ;  and  the  Rev.  Canon  Baker,  on  Monday,  the  19tli  inst.,  at  10  a.m. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  11.30  a.m. 


Cape  Town,  Wednesday,  Fehrnanj  14f/i,  1894. 


PRESENT : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 


Dr.  Dodds, 
,,  Greathead, 
,,  Hoffman, 


Dr.  Herman, 
„  Edington. 

„  FlSMER. 


The  minutes  of  tlie  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Dr.  Impey  was  further  examined ;  Dr.  Landsberg  and  Mr.  S.  Needham  were 
examined. 

Resolved  :  In  reference  to  the  question  put  to  the  Commission  this  morning  by  the 
Hon.  Colonial  Secretary,  tliiit  the  sum  of  £1,100  woidd  probably  be  required  for  the 
expenses  connected  Avith  the  Commission  to  the  oOth  Jime,  1894,  exclusive  of  jiaymcnt 
to  the  Secretary,  printing,  travelling,  &c.  ;  and  that  this  be  communicated  to  the 
Government. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 
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Cape  Toini,  Tli'indai,,  Frhmarij  hjt//,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {C/iairninu), 
Dr.  DoDDs, 

,,  FiSMER, 


Dr.  GrREATHEAD, 

,,  Herman, 
Edington. 


The  minutes  of  tlie  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Dr.  Eyre,  Dr.  E-oss,  and  Di-.  Impey,  were  examined. 
Adjourned  till  tlie  following  day  at  3  o'clock,  p.m. 


Cape  Tou-n,  Friday,  Fehmari/  IWi,  1894. 


PRESENT 


Dr.  Murray  [Chairman), 


Dr.  Grevuheaw, 
,,  Herman, 
,,  Fismer, 


Dr.  DODDS, 
,,  EniNGTON. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Dr.  Dixon  was  examined. 

The  Commission  deliberated  upon  the  proposed  circular  of  questions. 

Resolved  :  That  the  Commission  visit  Robben  Island  on  Tuesday,  the  20th  inst., 
and  that  Dr.  Impey  be  communicated  with  so  that  the  patients  could  be  advised  of  the 
proposed  visit. 

Resolved  :  That  the  Commission  first  receive  complaints  from  the  lepers,  starting 
with  the  paying  white  patients,  then  the  non-paying  patients,  and  then  the  coloured 
patients,  after  which  the  establishment  would  be  inspected. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  the  19th  inst.,  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 


Cape  Town,  3Ion,la;/,  Fehruanj  19^//,  1894. 


Dr.  Murray  [CJiairnian), 


Dr.  DoDDS, 


GrREATHEAn, 

Hoffman, 


Dr.  Fismer, 
,,  Edingtok, 
,,  Herman. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  I'ead  and  confirmed. 
The  Rev.  Canon  Baker  was  examined. 

Certain  returns  furnished  by  Dr.  Cox,  relating  to  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital,  were 
laid  on  the  Table. 

Resolved  :  That  Dr.  Cox  be  requested  to  furnish  a  list  of  all  doubtful  and  sus- 
picious cases  detained  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  or  passed  through  to  Robben 
Island,  with  particulars  as  to  their  condition  on  admission  and  on  removal  or  discharge. 

The  Commission  further  considered  the  draft  circular  of  questions. 

Resolved  :  That  following  upon  the  visit  to  Robben  Island,  the  Commission 
examine  such  witnesses  as  may  assist  evidence  towards  the  administrative  aspect  of  the 
enquiry,  and  that  they  proceed  to  summon  the  following  : — Dr.  Impey,  Dr.  Eyre,  Dr. 
Dixon,  Dr.  Dodd,  Dr.  Waterston,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Mudie  Mr,  Rutherfoord,  Mrs. 
St.  Leger,  and  Dr.  Roux. 
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Eesolved  :  That  a  sub  •committee  of  not  less  than  three  members  be  appointe  l 
to  take  evidence  from  the  undermentioned  offioials  on  Robben  Ishxnd,  such  eviderice  to 
be  subsequently  submitted  to  the  Commission  : — The  magistrate,  the  matron,  the  baker, 
the  butcher,  thecarpenter,  the  undertaker,  the  distributor  of  rations,  the  police,  Mr.  Fitch, 
and  such  others  as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  such  sub-committee  to  consist  of  the 
Chairman,  Dr.  Edington,  and  Dr.  Hoffman,  and  to  visit  the  island  on  Friday,  March 
2nd.  In  the  event  of  any  member  being  unable  to  attend,  he  is  empowered  to  ask  any 
other  member  to  act  for  him. 

The  report  of  the  sub-commit  tee  on  the  taking  of  clinical  cases  having  been  sub- 
mitted, it  was  resolved  that  the  form  submitted  by  Dr.  Herman  be  adopted  with  the 
addition  from  Dr.  Grreatliead's  report  of  the  more  special  gi'ouping  of  tlie  symptoms 
there  tabulated. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  0'80  a.m. 


The  Commission  proceeded  at  10  a.m.  to  Robben  Island  by  special  steamer, 
previous  notice  having  been  given  to  Dr.  Impey.  The  patients  were  first  interviewed, 
deputations  having  been  arranged  by  themselves  to  state  their  grievances  to  the  Com- 
mission, without  tlie  presence  of  any  official.  Tiie  Commission  first  interviewed  two 
paying  patients,  Mr.  K****  and  Mr.  L***,  and  afterwards  deputations  were  received 
from  each  ward,  two  patients  representing  a  ward.  The  non-payiug  coloured  patients 
were  interviewed  under  similar  conditions,  and  then  the  male  white  leper  ward  was 
visited,  a  deputation  of  two  being  received,  and  the  remaining  patients  being  all  present. 
The  female  wards  were  then  visited  and  a  number  of  women  stated  their  grievances. 
The  wards  were  also  inspected,  and  the  sick  patients  interviewed.  Mrs.  M*****  and 
Mrs.  L******,  two  Avhite  paying  patients,  were  also  interviewed.  As  the  inspection  of 
the  wards  was  proceeding,  part  of  the  women  assembled  at  the  gate  in  a  very  excited 
state  and  surrounded  some  of  the  members  of  the  Commission,  asking  that  Dr.  Impey 
might  be  brought  before  them  in  presence  of  the  Commission.  They  said  that  he  told 
them  that  upon  the  ai'rival  of  the  Commission  some  of  them  Avould  be  picked  out  and 
allowed  to  go  home.  This  they  demanded  should  now  be  done.  It  was  explained  that 
all  tlie  statements  taken  that  day  would  be  laid  before  Parliament  and  due  consideration 
doubtless  would  be  given  to  them,  but  that  the  Commission  had  no  power  to  deal  with 
the  matter.  As  the  Commission  were  leaving  the  compound,  the  women  rnshed  towards 
tlie  gate  and  tried  to  follow  them,  shouting  and  gesticulating.  As  they  passed  the  male 
quarters  the  men  came  out  and  many  of  them  joined  with  the  women.  The  police 
constables  were  called  out,  and  as  the  Commission  passed  along  on  the  trolley,  they 
observed  that  the  disturbance  was  continuing,  Dr.  Impey  and  the  magistrate  being 
present.    One  of  the  matrons,  they  afterwards  learned,  liad  been  struck  by  a  patient. 

Adjourned  until  the  following  day  at  11  o'clock. 


Rohben  Island,  TueHdaif,  Fehvmry  20th,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 


Dr.  Murray  [C hear  man), 


Dr.  FisMER, 

„  DoDDS. 

„  Edington, 


Dr.  Hoffman, 

„  GrREATHEAD, 

,,  Herman. 
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Cape  Toiri),  Weihicmlaij,  Felniari/  216^,  1894* 


PRESENT  : 


Dr.  MuKRAY  {Chairman), 


Dr.  GrllEArilEAD, 

,,  Hoffman, 

„  FiSMEK, 


Dr.  Edingtox, 
„  Herman, 

.,  DoDDS. 


The  minutes  of  the  two  previous  meetings  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  draft  circukir  of  questions  was  finally  adopted,  and  it  was  resolved  that  3,500 
copies  be  printed  in  English  and  750  in  I)utch,  and  that  they  be  sent  to  all  medical 
men,  magistrates,  field-cornets,  district  surgeons,  members  of  each  House  of  Parliament, 
editors  of  newspapers,  clergymen  of  the  Dutch  Reformed,  English  Episcopsd,  Roman 
Catholic  and  Wesleyau  Churches,  the  State  Secretaries  of  the  Transvaal,  Fr»e  State,  and 
Natal,  Bechuanaland  and  Basutoland,  Dr.  Harris,  Secretary  of  the  Chartered  Company, 
the  principals  of  St.  Aidan's  College,  Grrahani's  Town  and  Lovedale  Institution,  Dr. 
Gr.  Atherstone,  the  secretaries  of  the  Railway  medical  boards,  and  the  medical  depart- 
ments of  the  military  and  naval  services  respectively. 

Dr.  Eyre  and  Dr.  Todd  were  examined. 

A  letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  dated  the  20th  inst.,  was  read  relative 
to  the  scale  of  allowance  to  the  members  of  the  Commission. 

Resolved  :  That  the  letter  be  acknowledged,  and  that  inasmuch  as  the  non-otfioial 
professional  members  of  the  Commission  were  being  dealt  with  under  a  tariff  differing 
from  that  already  laid  down  by  Parliament,  the  Government  be  asked  what  modification 
they  intended  making  with  regard  to  the  professional  official  members. 


Cape  TouH,  Thursday,  Fchruarij  22nd,  1894. 


present : 


Dr.  Murray  {Chainnaii), 


Dr.  Edington, 

,,  DODDS, 
„  FiSMER, 


Dr.  G-reathead, 
,,  Herman. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Dr.  Todd,  Dr.  J.  Waterston,  Mr.  D.  Mudie,  and  Dr.  Dixon  were  examined. 

Resolved :  That  Dr.  Cox  be  requested  to  furnish  a  list  of  patients  passing  through 
the  Old  Somerset  Hospital,  en  route  to  Robben  Island,  from  May,  1892,  to  November, 
1892. 

Resolved  :  That  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  be  requested  to  furnish  the  follow- 
ing 

Papers  dealing  with  patients  discliarged  from  Robben  Island  as  non-leprous. 
Report  of  Commission  appointed  in  1891  or  1892  to  examine  certain  cases  of 
arrested  leprosy. 

Retui-n  of  cases  sent  to  Robben  Island  and  placed  under  observation  as  doubtful. 
Papers  in  connection  with  the  case  of  a  man  named  Ostrich,  alias  Ramazoa  (No. 

237),  discharged  from  Robben  Island. 
Official  reports  ot  visitors  to  Robben  Island. 
Letter  from  Dr.  Cox  read,  stating  that  he  was  unable  to  supply  any  f mother 
information  on  the  subject  of  leper  patients  detained  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital. 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  T.  Hay  relative  to  a  case  of  leprosy  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Keimouth,  which  could  probably  be  found  by  the  C.M.R. 

Resolved :  To  acknowledge  the  letter  with  thanks  and  communicate  with  the 
C.M.R.  as  suggested. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock. 


[(K  10— '94.] 
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Cape  Tarn,  Fridai/,  Ffhnoiiy  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {Clminnttn), 


Dr.  Hoffman, 

„  FiSMEB, 

„  Doors. 


Dr.  Edington, 
„  Herman. 


The  mmutes  of  the  previous  wieeting  were  read  and  conllrmed. 
Mr.  W.  E.  Moore,  Mr  F.  Rutherfoord,  and  Dr.  Todd,  were  examined. 
A  letter  from  Sir  T.  Scanleri  was  read,  enclosing  one  from  Mr.  Gr.  Melle,  dated  the" 
ITtli  inst.,  relative  to  leprosy  in  India. 

0=-  The  chairman  stated  that  he  had  acknowledged  8ii'  T.  Seanlen's  letter,  and  it  was 
resolved  to  place  Mr.  Melle's  name  on  the  list  of  witnesses  to  be  summoned. 

Dr.  Edington  submitted  a  specimen  of  an  alleged  specific  for  leprosy  received  from 
Messrs.  Loewenstein,  of  Johannesburg. 

Resolved :  To  write  to  Messrs.  Loewenstein  asking  for  any  particulars  in  their 
possession. 

Letter  read  from  the  editor  of  the  Argus  newspaper,  requesting  permission  for 
reporters  to  be  present  during  the  sittings  of  the  Commission. 

Resolved  :  That  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  enquiry  it  was  not  at  present  desirable 
to  admit  the  press,  but  the  Commission  would  esteem  it  a  favour  if  all  publicity  possible 
was  given  through  the  medium  of  the  newspapers  to  a  matter  so  largely  afPecting  the 
public  interests. 

The  question  was  raised  by  Dr.  Edington  as  to  tlie  desirability  of  approaching  the 
study  of  leprosy  from  a  comparative  standpoint  (bacteriological  and  pathological.) 

Discussion  ensued  on  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Edington,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  control  experiments,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

That  the  Commission  give  Dr.  Edington  authority  to  visit  two  or  three  places  in 
Europe  and  elsewhere  where  leprosy  obtains,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  material  for 
conjoint  examination  with  that  obtainable  in  the  Cape  Colony. 

After  discussion  it  was  resolved  to  annul  the  previous  resolution  by  which  the 
quorum  was  fixed  at  four  members,  and  that  it  be  reduced  to  three  members. 

Resolved :  That  the  sub-committee  visit  Robben  Island  on  Wednesday,  the  28tli 
inst.,  returning  the  same  day,  and  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements,  and  communicate  with  Dr.  Impey. 

Resolved :  That  Dr.  C.  Smuts,  of  Stellenboseh,  and  Dr.  Eyre,  be  summoned  to 
give  evidence  on  Monday,  March  5th,  and  Dr.  Impey,  on  Tuesday,  March  6th. 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  26th  inst.,  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 


Cnpe  Tou-n,  Monday,  Febniart/  '2G///,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  [Chair/nan), 

Dr.  DoDD^i, 


FiSMER, 

Herman, 


Dr.  Hoffman, 
„  Edington. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Resolved :  That  a  covering  letter  be  forwarded  by  the  Commission,  in  trans- 
mitting to  the  Government  the  resolutions  passed  in  regard  to  the  bacteriological  and 
pathological  study  of  leprosy  to  the  following  <^ffeet : — That  the  resolution  was  arrived 
at  owing  to  the  urgent  representations  of  Dr.  E  lington,  who  stated  to  the  Commission 
(1),  That  the  Commission  would  lose  his  services  in  May  next,  inasmuch  as  he  expected 
to  proceed  to  England  on  leave  on  that  date.  (2),  Under  such  circumstances  he  was 
willing  to  utilize  a  portion  of  his  leave  in  pursuing  the  enquiry  in  England  or 
elsewhere.  (3),  That  therefore  the  Grovernment  would  not  be  put  to  any  additional 
expense,  or  very  little.  (4),  That  unless  he  were  allowed  to  approach  the  question  by 
first  making  "  control  experiments  "  in  other  countries,  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  approach  the  study  of  leprosy  in  this  country  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  any 
satisfaeforv  result.  In  the  discussion  which  ensued,  the  desire  v/aa  expressed  that  the 
study  sliouhl  be  eoTameneed  here  with  the  mfiten'al  wliicli  the  leper  asylum  at  Robben 
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Island  affords.  In  view,  ll(>\ve^-el^,  of  &iK.h  statements  emanating  from  I>r.  Ediugtonr 
as  the  Government  Colonial  BacterioL -gist,  and  whicli  were  most  strongly  urged  by 
him,  and  with  due  regard  to  econr>m}-,  the  Commission  resolved  to  transmit  for 
the  information  of  the  Government  the  resolution  passed  on  the  23rd  instant. 

Resolved  :  That  a  copy  of  the  forpgfing  be  forwarded  to  the  Government  by  the 
Chairman  forthwith. 

Letter  from  Dr.  Cox,  dated  the  2oix\  inst.,  read,  stating  that  previous  to 
November,  1892,  no  record  was  kept  of  lepers  in  transit  to  llobben  Island. 

Resolved:  That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  pathological  and  bacteriological 
enquiry  is  to  instituted  with  regard  to  Eobben  Island  lepers,  the  Commission  woiild 
suggest  that  a  third  assistant  be  appointed  on  Robbeu  Island,  who  should  be  permitted 
to  act  as  assistant  in  the  enquiry,  and  that  a  cop}-  of  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to- 
the  Government. 

Resolved :  That  the  Commissic-n  place  itself  in  communication  with  tlie  Com- 
mittee of  the  National  Leprosy  Fund,  with  a  view  tu  ascertain  if  they  are  willing  to 
co-operate  in  an  investigation  into  the  origin  and  spread  of  leprosy  in  South  Africa, 
and  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Chairman  to  communicate  this. 

Mrs.  St.  Leger  and  Dr.  Kohler  were  examined. 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  March  5th,  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 


Eobben  Island,  Vfedueiday,  February  28tJt,  1894. 
[Meeting  of  Sub- Committee.] 


PRESENT : 
Dr.  Edingtox  {C/iainnaii), 
Dr.  FisMKK,  j  Dr.  Hoffman. 

The  Chairman  being  unable  to  attend  through  indisposition,  requested  Dr.  Her- 
man to  act  for  him.  Dr.  Herman,  however,  wa?  also  prevented  from  attending,  and  in 
his  absence  Dr.  Fismer  acted  as  a  member  of  the  sub-committee. 

The  members  proceeded  to  Robben  Island  by  the  ordinary  steamer  at  10  o'clock 
a.m.,  and  were  occupied  the  whole  day  in  taking  the  evidence  of  various  officials,  which 
it  was  resolved  to  submit  to  the  Commission  at  its  next  sitting. 


Cffpe  Ton-.',  Mondaij,  March  m,  1894. 


PRESENT : 


Dr.  Murray  {Gltairman), 


Dr.  Hoffman, 
Fismer, 


Dr.  DoDDs, 
Herman. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  ^^-ere  read  and  confirmed. 

The  evidence  taken  by  the  sub-committee  on  the  28th  ultimo  was  submitted  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  usual  manner. 

Letter  from  Messrs.  Loewenstein  of  Johannesburg,  dated  February  27th,  read^ 
enclosing  particulars  of  alleged  sj)ecific  for  leprosy. 

Resolved  :  That  the  same  be  acknowledged  with  thanks. 

Dr.  C.  Smuts  and  Dr.  Eyre  were  examined. 

Dr.  Smuts  and  Dr.  Eyre  having  submitted  accounts  for  attending  to  give  evidence, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  Chairman  be  requested  to  see  the  L'^nder  Colonial  Secretary  on 
the  subject  and  report  to  the  Commission. 

Resolved :  That  the  Government  be  requested  to  furnish  the  official  report  on 
Basutoland  lepers. 

Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Leibbrandt  read,  submitting  an  extract  from  the  report 
of  the  Robben  Island  Commission  of  1862. 

The  Chairman  intimated  that  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Leibbrandt  acknowledging 
the  extract. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 
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Cape  Town,  Tnesilaxj,  March  6fh,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 


Dr.  Murray  [Chairman), 


Dr.  DoDDS, 

„  FiSMER, 


Dr.  Hbrmak. 


Tlie  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  aiul  confirmed. 
Dr.  Iirpey  was  fm-ther  examined. 

The  Chairman  intimated  that  he  had  seen  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  on  the 
subject  of  payment  to  no?i-official  witnesses,  and  it  was  thought  that  the  scale  allowed 
by  the  Supreme  Court  to  such  witnesses  woidd  be  fair  and  reasonable. 

Resolved  :  That  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  be  communicated  with,  with  a  view 
to  obtaining  official  confirmation  of  this  decision. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  dated  the  5th  inst.,  read,  stating  that 
the  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture  had  been  requested  to  issiie  instructions  to  Dr. 
Edington,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Commission,  relative  to  bacterio- 
logical investigations. 

liesolved :  That  the  following  witnesses  be  bummoned  to  give  evidence  for  Friday, 
the  9th  inst. :  —Dr.  Roux  and  Dr.  Kohler,  and  Mr.  and  Mj  s.  Pavel ;  for  Monday,  the 
12th  inst..  Rev.  Mr.  Dreyer,  the  R.M.  of  C^pe  Town,  Dr.  McCarthy,  and  Miss  Sprigg ; 
for  Thursday,  the  loth  inst.,  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Watkins  and  the  Rei/.  Mr.  Morgan. 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  9th  inst.,  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 


Cape  Toion,  Friday,  March  dth,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  MiiRRAY  {Chair/nan), 

Dr.  Hoffman,  i  Dr.  Fismer, 

Herman,  j  Dodds. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confiLrmed. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  dated  the  8th  inst.,  read  asking  to  be 
furnished  with  more  precise  information  regarding  the  papers  required  in  the  case  of 
Franz  Jacobs,  who  died  last  year  in  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital. 

Resolved  :  That  the  matter  stand  over  for  the  present. 

liesolved  :  That  Mr.  Watson  be  requested  to  attend  and  give  evidence  on  Monday, 
the  12tli  inst.,  and  Mrs.  Pouacey  and  Mrs.  Grreen  on  Thursday,  the  15th  inst.,  and 
that  the  Resident  Magistrate  of  Cape  Town  be  asked  wliat  time  he  could  attend  and 
give  evidence  on  Monday,  the  12tli  inst. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  dated  March  8th,  read,  enclosing  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Guild,  of  Kokstad,  intimating  that  he  would  be  glad  to  give 
evidence. 

Resolved :  To  acknowledge  the  letter,  and  that  Dr.  Guild's  name  be  placed  on  the 
list  of  witnesses  to  be  examined. 

-  Resolved  :  That  the  circular  of  questions  drawn  up  by  the  Commission  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Government  Gazette  and  in  the  S.  A.  Jledical  Journal. 

Letters  were  read  from  Mr.  N.  Smit,  enclosing  one  from  his  wife,  complaining  of 
-detention  on  the  island,  and  asking  to  be  released. 

Resolved:  To  acknowledge  the  letter,  and  to  state  that  while  the  Commission  fully 
^sympathized  with  the  case,  it  was  beyond  their  power  to  grant  the  release  of  any 
patient,  their  functions  being  limited  to  making  enquiry  and  reporting  to  Parliament, 
with  which  any  decision  would  rest. 

Resolved :  That  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  be  requested  to  furnish  any  papers 
with  regard  to  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Pavel,  formerly  a  matron  in  tlie  female  leper 
ward. 

Dr.  Kohler,  Mr.  Pavel,  and  Mrs.  Pavel  were  examined. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  12th  inst.,  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 
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Cape  Town,  Monday,  March  12tfi,  1894. 


PRESENT ; 


Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 


Dr.  DoDDS, 

,,  FiSMER, 


Dr.  HOKFMAN, 

„  Herman. 


The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  dated  the  9th  inst.,  read,  stating 
that  lie  had  no  information  with  reference  to  any  report  on  Basutoland  lepers. 

llesolved :  To  inform  the  Under  (Colonial  Secretary  that  the  report  alluded  to  wa« 
jnad'^  by  Dr.  Savage  to  the  authorities  in  Basutoland. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read,  enclosing  one  from  the  Agent 
General,  dated  January  23rd,  1894,  relative  to  an  offer  of  Mr.  George  Simms,  of  Oxford" 
to  place  his  services  at  the  disposnl  of  the  Government  for  the  treatment  of  leprosy.  ' 

Eesolved :  To  acknowledge  the  letter  and  inform  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary 
that  the  matter  should  receive  attention. 

llesolved:  That  Dr.  Stevenson,  Dr.  Kohler,  the  Eev.  Mr.  Nichols,  and  the  l^ev. 
Mr.  Minnaav  he  requested  to  attend  and  give  evidence  on  Friday  the  16th  iast. ;  Mr. 
Fuller,  Mr.  De  Waal,  and  Dr.  Clarke  on  the  19th,  on  Thursday  the  22nd  inst.  Mr. 
Jones,  Mr.  Pereira,  Mr.  Moore,  the  water  l^ailiff  and  the  chief  constable  on  Robben 
Island. 

Resolved:  To  ask  the  Government  for  any  letters  of  complaint  on  the  subject  of 
the  drunkenness  of  attendants  on  Robben  Island,  and  also  the  depositions  made  bv  Mr. 
Tappe,  formerly  barkeeper  on  the  island,  as  to  the  drtinkenness  of  certain  oificials, 
About  October  or  November  last,  at  Dr.  Iiiipi^y's  office. 

The  Rev.  Mr  Dreyer,  Dr.  McCarthy,  Mr.  A.  (Jorabrink,  Mr.  Watson,  and  Mr.  J. 
C.  Fanre  were  examined. 

Resolved :  That  an  advertisement  be  inserted  in  the  Cape  'fiiim,  Cape  Argun,  On$ 
Land,  and  VoUabode  intimating  that  the  Commission  would  be  glad  to  take  ev4denc© 
from  any  persons  able  to  afford  inl'ormation. 

Adjourned  until  Tlnwsday,  tlie  l-";th  inst.,  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 


Cape  Toiat,  ThuraUay,  March  loth,  1894. 


PRESENT : 


Dr.  DoDDs, 
,,  Hoffman, 


Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 


Dr.  Herman, 

FiSMER. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Rev.  Mr.  Watkins,  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan,  Miss  Sprigg,  and  Mrs.  Pouncey  were 
•examined. 

Resolved :  That  Mr.  Moore,  Mrs.  Green,  and  Mr.  Tappe  be  requested  to  attend 
and  give  evidence  on  Thursday  the  29th  inst. ;  Miss  Dreyer  on  Friday  the  16th  inst. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  Stevenson  stating  that  he  would  be  unable  to  attend 
And  give  evidence  on  Friday  the  16th  inst. 

Resolved  :  That  Dr.  Stevenson  be  requested  to  attend  and  give  evidence  on  Wed- 
nesday the  21st  inst. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  dated  March  loth,  read,  relative  to  the 
payment  to  non-official  witnesses. 

Letter  from  the  Under  C(jlonial  Secretary,  dated  16th  March,  read,  relative  to  the 
payment  to  professional  official  members  of  the  Commission. 

The  Secretary  having  submitted  certain  queries  from  the  Colonial  Office  in  regard 
to  the  expenditure  of  the  Commission,  among  others  that  all  vouchers  should  be  certified 
or  countersigned  by  tlie  Chairman,  it  was  resolved  tliat  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Under 
Colonial  Secretary  asking  him  what  responsibility  attaches  to  the  Chairman  in  counter- 
signing such  voueh^'r8,  and  whetlier  such  proceeding  is  customary. 

After  some  discussion,  it  was  resolved  that  the" Chairman  be  requested  to  interview 
the  Attorney-General  with  reference  to  eertaiji  points  in  the  evidence  affecting  the 
■character  of  individuals  on  Roljben  Island. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 
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Cape  Town,  Friduij,  March  1894. 


PRESENT 


Di\  Murray  {Chairnian) 


Dr.  FisMEK, 
Herman, 


Dr.  DoDDf*. 


TLe  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Dr.  C  Kohler  and  the  Eev.  Mr.  Nichols  were  examined. 

The  Chairman  stated,  with  reference  to  the  resolution  adopted  the  previous  day, 
that  he  had  seen  the  Hon.  Attorney-General  Avith  reference  to  charges  brought  by  cer- 
tain witnesses  against  some  of  the  officials  on  Robben  Island  accusing  them  of  drunken- 
ness, that  this  evidence  had  been  eoriobcrated  by  Dr.  Kohler,  who  represented  the 
Free  State  Grovernment  in-so-far  as  the  lepers  fi'om  the  Free  State  were  concerned. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  asked  the  Attorney-G-eneral  what  was  the  proper  course 
for  the  Commission  to  adopt,  so  as  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  all  concerned,  as  welL 
as  the  persons  accused.  .  The  Attornej'-General  advised  that  the  Commission  should 
take  evidence  on  the  points  referred  to,  but  that  all  evidence  bearing  upon  defects  in 
administration  on  the  island  should  be  submitted  at  once  to  the  Government,  with  th» 
request  that  they  would  investigate  the  charges,  the  Commission  reserving  to  itself  the 
right  in  their  report  of  stating  that  they  had  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Government 
to  certain  evidence  which  did  not  appear,  but  which  had  been  transmitted  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, Were  the  Commission  to  recommend  the  dismissal  of  the  officials  concerned, 
they  would  be  assuming  to  themselves  judicial  functions,  and  A\'hile  the  charges  them- 
selves might  be  correct,  still  it  was  a  case  in  which  evidence  would  have  to  be  taken  on 
the  other  side  and  the  matter  impartially  tried.  He  therefore  advised  that  the  Com- 
mission call  upon  the  Government  to  miake  an  investigation  at  once  into  the  charges,  so 
that  they  could  come  to  some  conclusion. 

Eesolved:  That  a  letter  be  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Attorney-General,  thanking 
him  for  his  advice  and  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  above. 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  19th  inst ,  at  11  o'clock  a.m. 


Caj^e  Toicn,  Monday,  Mmxh  19th,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman) 


Dr.  DoDDs, 
,,  Hoffman. 


Dr.  FiSMER, 

„  Herman. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Resolved  :  That  Dr.  Silke  and  Dr.  Hewat  be  requested  to  attend  and  give  evidence 
on  the  22nd  inst.,  and  Mr.  Olsen  and  Mrs.  Wagner  on  the  29th  inst. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Fuller,  Mr .  D.  C.  de  Waal  and  Dr.  Clarke  were  examined. 

A  letter  from  the  Hon.  Attorney-General  was  read  on  the  subject  of  the  evidence 
adduced  compromising  certain  officials  on  the  island,  and  it  was  resolved  that  it  be  an 
instruction  to  the  Secretary  in  transcribing  the  evidence  to  leave  a  blank  where  the 
name  of  any  person  accused  occurred. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  21st  inst,.  at  11  'clocok  a.m. 


Cape  Tou-n,  Wednesday,  March  21st,  1894. 


PRESENT ; 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 


Dr.  DoDDs, 

„  FiSMER. 


Dr.  Herman, 
„  Hoffman. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  having  asked  for  instructions  with  regard  to  writing  out  the  evidence 
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■where  certain  officials  on  Robben  Island  were  compromised,  it  was  resolved  that  the 
evidence  be  transcribed  as  given,  but  that  where  any  names  appeared  blanks  should  be 
substituted,  in  terms  of  the  resolution  of  the  19th  inst.  It  was  further  resolved  that  a 
full  report  be  subsequently  furnished  to  the  Grovernment  containing  the  names  of  the 
individuals  concerned,  with  a  request  that  an  investigation  be  made. 

A  letter  having  been  read  from  thirteen  inmates  on  Robben  Island,  expressing  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  investigation  instituted  by  the  Grovernment  with  regard  to  the 
condition  of  the  meat,  it  was  resolved  that  same  be  acknowledged,^  and  that  it  stand  over 
and  be  dealt  with  witli  other  letters  of  complaint  in  connection  with  the  administration 
of  Robben  Island. 

The  Chairman  intimated  that  he  had  seen  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  finance,  who  informed  him  that  the  counter  signatoi-e  of  the 
Chairman  involved  no  responsibility  beyond  certifying  that  such  and  such  expenditure 
had  been  incurred ;  furthermore,  that  it  would  be  preferable  if  the  Secretary,  before 
making  any  payments,  submitted  the  vouchers  to  the  Colonial  Office. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock. 


Cape  Town,  Ihursdatj,  March  22nd,  1894. 


PRESENT : 

Dr.  MuKRAY  {ChairiiKiif), 

Dr.  DoDDs, 
„  Herman, 


Dr.  Hoffman, 
„  Fismer. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Pereira,  Miss  Dreyer,  Mr.  Logan,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Hare,  and 
Dr.  Silke  were  examiiied. 

A  letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  dated  March  22  nd,  was  read  on  the 
subject  of  the  proposed  pavilion  at  Robben  Island  for  non-leprous  ehildi'en. 

Resolved :  That  a  reply  be  sent  to  the  Ghovernment  to  the  effect  that  the  Commis- 
sion advise  that  the  non-leprous  children  be  removed  to  the  mainland  ;  that  they  be 
restored  to  their  relatives,  and  in  the  case  of  those  not  having  relatives  other  provision 
be  made  for  them  on  the  mainland ;  the  Commission  are  of  opinion  that  to  separate 
these  children  from  their  mothers  and  retain  them  on  the  island  would  be  a  source  of 
irritation  and  trial  to  the  parents  and  increase  the  difficulty  of  administration  ;  further, 
that  a  record  embracing  a  full  description  of  the  present  condition  of  sucli  children, 
with  special  reference  to  the  presence  or  absence  of  the  early  symptoms  of  leprosy,  be 
kept,  and  that  tkey  be  medically  inspected  from  time  to  time. 

Resolved :  That  letters  be  written  to  the  Old  and  New  Somerset  Hospitals  for 
particulars  as  to  the  cases  of  Elizabeth  Hart  and  Ellen  Waigel,  who  were  patients 
there  and  alleged  to  have  contracted  leprosy  through  vaccinatiou. 

Resolved :  That  Frikie  Arendse  be  summone  1  to  give  evidence  on  Thursday, 
the  29th  inst.,  at  half -past  11. 

Adjourned  to  Thursday,  the  29th  inst.,  at  10  o'clock,  a.m. 


Cape  Toicii,  Thur^idaij,  M'nrh  29'h,  1894. 


r resent 


Dr.  Murray  {Clinirmnn), 


Dr.  Hoffman, 
„  Fismer, 


Dr.  DoDDs, 
,,  Herman. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letters  were  read  from  Dr.  Parsons  and  Mr.  Nee  iham  of  the  New  and  Old 
Somerset  Hospitals  respectively,  relative  to  the  cases  of  Ellen  Waigel  and  Elizibetli 
Hart,  and  'stating  that  no  records  were  available. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  was  read,  relative  to  the  counter  signatuvt) 
of  vouchers  by  the  Cliairman. 

The  6ame  was  recorded,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  act  in  accordance  wit't 
the  termfc  of  the  letter. 
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Letter  from  Col.  Hani?,  dated  tlie  24th  inst.,  read,  stating  that  steps  had  been 
taken  tor  the  distribution  of  the  circular  issued  by  the  Oomriiission. 
Resolved :  That  the  same  be  acknowledged  with  thanlcs. 

Resolved :  That  a  notice  be  inserted  in  the  Gocernmpnt  Gazeiie  inviting  any  per- 
sons able  to  afford  information  to  communicate  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Commission. 

Letter  read  from  the  acting  editor  of  the  Cape  Tuiws  offering  to  gi\-e  space  in  that 
paper  for  reporting  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission. 

Resolved :  That  a  similar  reply  be  sent  to  that  addressed  to  tlie  editor  of  the  Capt 
Argnx. 

Letter  from  Dr.  Clark  of  Simon's  Town  read,  offering  to  investigate  certain  case* 
of  leprosy  at  Noordhoek  proviiled  his  expenses  were  defrayed. 

Resolved :  That  Dr.  Clark  be  instructed  to  investigate  tlie  eases  with  special 
reference  to  contagion,  heredit}',  and  conditions  of  life  generally. 

Mrs.  Green,  Frikie  A.rendse,  Q-adea,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wagner,  and  Henry  Lubi 
were  examined. 

Resolved :  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Dr.  Parsons,  New  Somerset  Hospital,  iati- 
mating  that  it  had  been  stated  that  Ellen  Waigel  was  an  inmate  for  one  year,  some 
time  between  1882  and  1889  and  requesting  further  information. 

Resolved  :  That  the  Commission  visit  Robben  Island  on  Thursday,  April  5th,  for 
the  pui'pose  of  taking  fm'ther  evidence. 

Adjourned  imtil  Thursday,  April  5th,  at  0'30  a.m. 


Cape  Town,  Timdaij,  April  Srd,  l!^94. 

PRESENT : 

Dr.  Murray,  |  Dr.  Herman. 

Special  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  evidence  of  Henry  Olsen,  a  patient 
in  the  New  Somerset  Hospital,  who  was  alleged  to  be  dangerously  ill.  Subsequently 
Dr.  Murray  and  Dr.  Herman  visited  the  leper  ward  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital,  and 
Dr.  Cox  and  Mr.  Needham  were  examined  with  reference  to  certain  patients  there — 
three  of  whom,  had  been  sent  over  to  Robben  Island  and  ret'irned  to  the  hospital  asfnot 
suffering  from  leprosy,  where  they  were  kept  in  the  same  ward  with  a  leprous  patient. 


Robben  Island,  Thursday,  April  5th,  1894. 


PKESENT  : 


Dr.  Murray  {Chairman^, 


Dr.  DoDus, 

„  FiSMER. 


Dr.  Herman, 
„  Hoffman. 


The  Commission  left  the  docks  at  9.45  by  special  steamer,  and  on  arrival  at  the 
island  proceeded  to  make  a  careful  inspection  of  the  male  and  female  leper  asylums,  for 
which  purpose  the  members  divided  into  two  parties. 

With  reference  to  the  female  quarters,  they  first  walked  round  the  fence  enclosing 
the  compound,  which  did  not  appear  to  be  of  a  very  substantial  nature  or  capable  of 
affording  much  obstacle  to  would-be  intruders,  numerous  gaps  being  observable  here  and 
there  underneath  where  the  sand  had  been  scratched  away.  There  was  also  an  opening- 
large  enough  to  admit  of  a  cart  going  through,  the  wire  ha\  ing  been  turned  back  on 
either  side.  Just  outside  the  fence  a  coloured  female  patient  was  sitting  with  two  young 
white  children,  one  of  whom  appeared  healthy  but  the  other  seemed  to  have  developed 
the  disease.  After  being  accosted  by  the  Commission  she  went  in  the  direction  of  the 
heach  with  the  children,  where  a  male  leper  was  sitting.  The  latrines  on  one  side  of  the 
wards  wore  very  clean  and  well  kept,  but  those  on  the  other  side  were  not  in  such  a  good 
condition,  requiring  more  ventilation  and  cleanliness. 

The  Commission  nest  inspected  the  several  wards  and  interrogated  several  of  the 
patients  with  the  view  of  eliciting  whether  they  had  any  complaints  to  make.  In  ward 
No.  8  there  were  14  beds  and  in  No.  6,  29  beds.  With  regard  to  the  latter,  although 
there  were  only  foiu-  patients  there  at  the  time  and  all  the  doors  and  windows  were  open, 
the  atmosphere  was  very  close  and  the  ventilation  defective.  The  kitchen  for  the  coloured 
female  lepers  was  next  inspected  while  the  cooking  operations  were  in  progress.  They 
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were  pi'eparing  to  serve  dinner,  tlie  hour  for  which  had  been  dela^'ed  some  time  on 
aeeount  of  the  inspection,  and  the  ward  attendants  and  patients  were  crowding  in  an.d 
out  to  remove  the  food  which  was  being  served  ont  on  plates  without  anv  attempt  at 
accurate  apportionment  of  rations.  The  kitchen  was  dirty  and  badlj  kept,  and  of  the 
three  boilers  one  was  broken.  In  the  day  room  tlie  patients  were  liariirg  tlieir  dinner 
and  the  rations  supplied  seemed  to  be  substantially  good,  consisting  of  a  fair  quantity  of 
meat  with  potatoes,  rice  and  besins.  Such  articles  as  knives,  forks  and  spoons  seemed  to 
be  lacking,  one  of  the  patients  however  admitting  that  she  hud  thrown  away  her  spoon 
as  she  did  not  want  it.  Some  oi  the  patients  were  eating  their  food  on  the  floor.  Outside 
in  the  compound  close  to  the  fence  were  several  small  parties  cof)king  their  food  and  eating 
it  there.  The  kitchen  for  the  white  leper  patients  was  visited,  and  it  appeared  eomparati\'ely 
clean,  but  not  well  appointed.  In  No.  6  ward  were  4-'^  beds,  and  in  No. .'],  ol  beds.  The 
latter  was  the  Free  State  leper  ])aticnts' ward,  and  appeared  to  be  particularly  clean  and  neat, 
the  patients  also  contrasting  favourably  with  those  in  tlie  other  coloured  wards.  In  No, 
2  ward  there  were  22  beds,  and  in  No.  1,  10  beds.  While  the  Commission  were  visiting 
the  wards  they  found  a  coloured  man  who,  on  being  questioned,  said  he  was  a  male 
patient  and  worked  at  the  laundry,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  female  leper 
wards,  where  he  had  a  relative.  There  was  no  supervision  over  this  man,  who  was 
wandering  about  the  ward  quite  freely.  After  leaving  tlie  female  leper  compound  the  Com- 
mission proceeded  to  a  small  building  near  the  boat-house,  and  used  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  patients  on  arrival.  It  was  built  of  iron,  about  eight  feet  square,  and  the 
inteiior  presented  a  very  dirty  and  delapidated  ajDpearance,  there  lieing  nothing  but 
loose  stones  on  the  floor,  while  all  the  glass  in  the  windows  was  broken,  and  in  one 
corner  there  was  a  small  heap  of  human  excrement.  The  depositions  of  two  other  witnesses 
were  taken  here.    Subsequently  the  old  cemeteries  were  inspected. 

On  the  male  leper  side,  the  steam  laundry  was  first  visited,  which  was  found  to 
be  worked  by  an  engineman  and  eleven  paid  patients.  This  wash-house  has  not  been  long 
open,  and  its  organization  is  not  yet  complete ;  in  completing  it,  it  appears  advisable  to 
supplement  the  steam  washing  machines  by  ahydi'O-estraetor,  and  to  erect  a  drying  chamber 
of  some  sort,  as  rainy  weather  must  make  it  very  difficult  to  cope  with  the  large  weekly 
washing,  and  to  return  the  things  properly  dried.  The  patients  were  all  busilv  employed, 
and  considering  the  state  of  their  hands,  their  work  was  most  creditable.  The  patient 
in  charge  told  us  he  had  more  work  in  hand  than  he  could  well  manage,  but  one  would 
think  there  are  any  number  of  unoccupied  patients  who  could  be  induced  to  help  in  this 
and  other  work.  Some  trouble  has  been  caused  by  vermin  infected  clothing  being  sent  from 
the  female  wards  mixed  with  other  clothes  ;  this  matter  obviously  requires  attention. 

The  male  bathroom  adjoins  the  lamidry ;  here  are  six  baths  for  coloured  patients 
and  two  for  white  patients ;  the  bathroom  is  apparently  very  little  used,  far  too  little 
used  in  fact,  but  it  is  a  very  comfortless  place.  It  is  advisable  that  it  should  be  made 
much  more  comfortable  and  attractive,  and  it  would  be  well  to  have  a  patient  in 
charge  of  it  to  look  aitee  it ;  at  present  the  hot  water  supply  is  drawn  direct  fi-om  the 
boiler  ;  it  would  be  better  and  safer  to  lead  steam  from  the  boiler  to  a  tank  containing 
water.  The  drain  from  the  bathroom  to  the  shore  was  not  satisfactory,  and  needs 
ventilating,  if  not  trapping. 

They  next  visited  the  cottages  occupied  by  the  two  private  male  patients,  and  the 
attendants'  cottages,  accommodating  eight  male  attendants.  The  nurses'  qunrters  are 
at  present  occupied  by  two  nurses,  the  Dutch  Church  chaplain,  and  constables.  They 
afterwards  visited  the  second  cottage  set  apart  as  quarters  for  the  male  attendants.  The 
bedroom  accommodation  is  satisfactory,  but  there  is  no  mess-room  or  sitting-room.  The 
attendants'  mess  is  in  the  lepers'  kitchen  ;  their  food  is  cooked  here,  and  their  vegetables 
are  prepared  for  the  cook  by  lejiers,  all  which  struck  us  as  an  arrangement  that  calls 
for  S2)eedy  revision,  being  neither  safe  nor  fair  to  the  men.  An  attendants'  mess-room 
with  kitchen  attached  should  be  provided  without  delay,  and  it  should  be  made  large 
enough  to  serve  as  a  comfortable  sitting-room. 

The  hospital  block  (No.  1)  is  a  well  designed  and  constructed  stone  building.  It 
consists  of  two  Avards ;  one  is  for  25  beds,  all  occupied,  and  under  the  care  of  Nurse 
Pouncey,  two  male  attendants,  and  four  patient  ward  helpers ;  the  other  ward  is  similarly 
officered,  and  is  of  the  same  size.  The  nurses'  hours  are  8  to  10. '30,  11  to  1,  and  on 
alterna'e  days  i  to  (i.  The  attendnnts'  hours  are  from  6..'>0  to  9,  10  to  1,  and  o  to  5, 
There  is  one  night  attendant  for  the  whole  male  establishment,  and  he  comes  on  duty 
at  H  p.m.  The  nurses  do  not  seem  to  have  any  duties  as  regards  the  meals,  which  are 
entirely  under  the  charge  of  the  male  attendants,  who  also  see  to  the  scrubbing  and 
cteaning  of  the  wards.  Hot  water  for  baths  for  the  bedridden  has  to  be  carried  from 
the  kitchen  a  considerable  distance  off.  The  ventilation  is  by  Tobin's  tubes,  and  outlets 
in  the  roof,  and  at  the  time  of  our  visit  the  wards  were  fresh  and  well  ventilated. 

In  none  of  the  Avooden  wards  is  there  proper  provision  for  ventilation,  and  at  night 
and  on  cold  days  when  the  windows  are  closed  the  ventilation  must  be  very  insufficient. 
10~'94.]  d 
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They  inspected  the  kitdien,  whieli  we  found  clean  and  in  good  order.  One  cook 
and  an  under-cook,  assisted  by  patients,  have  to  do  the  cooking  for  over  thrfee  hundred 
people.  With  the  appliances  at  present  at  their  ccmmand  it  is  impossible  to  give  that 
variety  of  properly  cooked  food  tliat  is  essential  in  an  institution  of  this  character. 
Proper  cooking  apparatus  should  be  provided. 

The  food  seemed  fair  in  quality  and  sufficient  in  quantity,  though  one  or  two 
complaints  were  made  In-  one  case  there  was  a  suspicion  that  the  specimen  shown 
had  not  been  served  out  but  had  been  made  up  from  other  plates.  They  saw  the  dinner 
served  in  ward  4  ;  the  solitaiy  attendant  was  engaged  cutting  up  the  food  in  a  side  room, 
and  thei"e  was  very  little  order  or  method  ;  many  tork  their  food  in  the  dormitory  and 
not  in  the  day  room.  It  must  be  difficult  to  supervise  meals  served  up  in  so  manj' 
different  places  at  tlie  same  time,  mucli  niore  so  tlian  if  the  dining-rooms  had  been  near 
the  central  kitclien.  Tlie  same  want  of  supervision  was  noticeable  in  the  condition  of 
some  of  the  lavatories  and  bathrooms  and  in  some  of  the  wards.  The  day  rooms  were 
not  as  comfortalile  as  they  should  be,  they  are  bare,  liave  no  fire-place,  no  proper  venti- 
lation, and  altogether  one  cannot  be  surprised  that  they  are  so  little  resorted  to.  It  is 
of  great  importance  that  the  patients  should  be  attracted  to  these  rooms  during  the  day 
time,  and  increased  comfort  and  brightness  in  tlieir  fittings  would  have  this  effect. 

The  cubical  contents  of  the  wards  were  not  supplied,  but  some  of  them  appeared 
overcrowded. 

The  white  patients  have  a  separate  Icitehen  and  cook  ;  here  are  twenty-one  patients 
and  two  attendants  ;  no  complaint  was  made  here. 

The  Malay  kitchen  is  in  a  very  xmsatisfactoiy  condition. 

A  leper  lunatic  was  seen  who  has  been  two  years  insane.  His  room  is  not  properly 
ventilated,  and  his  condition  did  not  give  the  impression  that  much  attention  was  paid 
to  him. 

The  Commission  adjourned  until  Monday,  the  9th  inst.,  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 


Cape  Totmi,  Mondaij,  April  9///,  1894. 


PRESENT : 

Dr.  Fismer  'yAdiug  Chairman), 

Dr.  DoDDs,  I  Dr.  HoFPMAisr, 

„  Herman  |  „  Murray. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Murray,  Dr.  Fismer  was  appointed  Acting  Chairman. 
Subsequently  Dr.  Herman  took  the  Chair,  At  a  later  stage  of  the  proceedings 
Dr.  Murray  attended  and  took  the  Chaii-. 

The  minutes  of  the  two  previous  meetings  (ordinary  meeting  and  the  special 
meeting),  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Mrs.  Wagner,  Mrs.  Pavel,  Mrs.  Jansen,  Mrs.  Regensburg,  Jan  Arnoldus,  Dora 
Hencbiks,  and  F.  Sehweren  were  examined. 

Ijetter  read  from  Dr.  Parsons  stating  that  Ellen  Waigel  was  a  patient  at  the  New 
Somerset  Hospital  under  the  care  of  l3r.  Johnston  for  139  days,  who  recorded  her 
disease  as  cyanosis. 

Letter  read  from  Mrs.  St.  Leger  with  certain  information  regarding  Robben 
Island. 

Resolved :  To  acknowledge  the  same  with  thanks,  the  information  to  be 
embodied  in  Mrs.  St.  Leger's  evidence. 

Letter  read  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Leibbrandt,  with  extract  relative  to  leprosy  in  the 
East  Indies. 

Resolved  :    To  acknowledge  the  same  with  thanks. 

Letter  read  from  Dr.  Silke,  relative  to  the  case  of  Mrs.  Hart. 

Resolved :  To  acknowledge  the  same  with  thanks,  and  to  add  the  information  to 
the  evidence  already  given. 

Letter  read  from  Dr.  Todd,  relative  to  the  case  of  Jacob  Fischer,  who  was  sent 
over  to  the  island  suffering  from  bed  sores. 

Recorded,  the  particulars  to  be  added  to  the  evidence  already  given. 

Resolved  :  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  district  sm'geon  at  Glen  Grey,  stating 
that  the  Commission  had  been  informed  by  his  predecessor,  Dr.  Collie,  that  there  had 
been  some  leper  families  residing  in  that  district  for  several  generations,  and  requesting 
him  to  communicate  with  them  on  the  subject. 

Letter  read  from  P.  J,  Pinto,  a  patient  on  Robben  Island,  with  certain  information 
a3;to  his  ease. 
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Resolved  :  That  lie  be  examined  when  the  Commission  next  visited  the  island. 

Resolved :  That  a  letter  be  adtkessed  to  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  pointing 
out  the  necessity  for  despatch  in  the  printing  of  the  evidence. 

Resolved  :  That  Mr.  E.  M.  Jackson  be  requested  to  attend  and  give  evidence  on 
Thursday,  the  12th  instant,  at  10  a.m. 

Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  12th  inst.,  at  10  a.m. 


Cape  Total,  Thursdai/,  April  I2t/i,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chainnnn), 
Dr.  Herman,  |  Dr.  Fismer, 

„    DODUS.  ] 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Mr.  E.  M.  Jackson  was  examined. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mrs.  Regensburg  on  the  subject  of  her  evidence,  and  it 
was  resolved  that  she  be  further  examined  on  certain  points  on  Monday  the  16th  inst. 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  W.  I'avel,  stating  that  he  was  correspondent  for  certain 
continental  papers,  and  asking  to  be  furnished  with  some  of  the  evidence  taken. 

Resolved :  That  a  similar  reply  be  sent  to  that  addressed  to  the  editors  of  the 
Cape  Times  and  Cap)e  Argiis. 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  W.  Pavel  stating  that  he  had  certain  charges  of  coiTuption 
to  make  in  connection  with  the  kit  and  equipment  books  on  Robben  island. 

Resolved  :  That  Mr.  Pavel  be  examined  on  the  matter,  and  that  in  the  jueantime 
the  books  in  question  be  procured  from  the  island  after  the  Secretary  had  ascertained 
from  Mr.  Pavel  the  exact  books  that  Avere  required. 

The  Commission  deliberated  upon  the  form  of  clinical  record  to  be  adopted. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  the  l6th  inst.,  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 


Cape  Town,  Moiida//,  April  16fh,  1894. 


TRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairmau), 


Dr.  Dodos, 
„  Fismer, 


Dr.  Herman. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Mrs.  Regensburg  and  Martha  Giliau  were  examined. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Chairman,  with  Dr.  Dodds,  proceed  to  the  island  on 
Wednesday,  the  18th  inst.,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  certain  books,  and  making  a 
further  inspection. 

Letter  read  from  Dr.  Silko  relative  to  the  case  of  Mrs.  Hart. 

Resolved:  That  Dr.  Silke  be  communicated  with  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
further  imformation. 

Commission  in  deliberation  regarding  their  repoit, 

Resolved:  That  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  bo  requested  lo  furnish  the 
Commission  with  the  report  of  the  official  visitors  to  Robben  Island  for  the  month  of 
March  last. 

Letter  read  from  Rev.  II.  C.  V.  Licbbraudt  enclosing  certain  extracts  from  the 
Rev.  S.  Lays,  "Travels  and  Researches  in  Kaifraria,  1833"  bearing  upon  the  subject 
of  leprosy. 

Recoj-ded. 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  20th  inst.,  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 
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Robhen  Island,  Thiimh;/,  April  18///,  1894. 

PRKPENT  : 

Dr.  MuRKAY,  I  Dr.  Dodus. 

The  luemberb  proceeded  to  the  ialaud  by  the  ordiuary  steamer  at  0.30  a.m.  There 
were  about  oO  passengers  oa  board,  the  majority  of  Avhom  appeared  to  be  visitors  to 
the  patients :  also  seven  Kalir  lepers  who  had  come  down  from  King  William's  Town. 
Proceeding  fiist  to  the  office  of  the  medical  superintendent,  a  request  was  made  for 
the  kit  and  equipment  books  mentioned  by  Mr.  Pavel,  an  order  for  the  production  of 
Avhich  was  given  to  Mrs.  Dill  and  Mr.  Fitch  respectively.  The  members  then  went  by 
trolly  to  the  female  leper  asylum  and  the  required  books  were  obtained,  the  matron  at 
the  same  time  explaining  the  mode  in  which  they  were  kept.  Several  of  the  patients 
were  interviewed,  and  it  being  the  dinner  hour  the  food  was  inspected.  Grenerally 
speaking  it  appeared  to  be  inferior  both  in  quantity  and  quality  to  that  supplied  on 
the  occasion  of  the  previous  visit  of  the  Commission,  consisting  for  the  most  part  of  boiled 
rice  and  mutton,  in  which  bone  largely  predominated. 

At  the  male  leper  ward  Mr.  Fitch  furnished  certain  other  books  relating  to  the 
kit  and  equipment,  and  gave  information  regarding  the  issue  of  clothing.  Two  of  the 
patients  were  also  examined,  the  evidence  of  one  of  these  (Frantz  Pinto)  bearing  upon 
the  question  of  vaccination,  and  the  other  (Jan  Oranje)  upon  the  general  treatment. 
The  convict  establishment  was  also  inspected  and  found  to  be  in  very  good  condition, 
both  as  regards  cleanliness  and  order,  reflecting  most  creditably  on  the  superintendent, 
Mr.  Moore,  who  appeared  to  have  his  department  thoroughly  well  in  hand. 

The  remainder  of  the  books  referred  to  by  Mr.  Pavel  Avere  supplied  by  Dr.  Impey 
at  the  head  office,  and  altogether  eleven  books  were  brought  over  by  the  Commissioners 
to  Cape  Town. 

Eesolved :  That  Mr  Pavel  after  being  afforded  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the 
books,  be  examined  regarding  the  same  on  Friday  the  2Uth  inst. 


CaiJe  Town,  Friday,  April  2i)lh,  1894. 


ruEsENT : 


Dr.  MuK.KAY  {Chairinan), 


Dr.  ItuKMAX, 
,,  DoDU55, 


Dr.  FisMER. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meetings  were  read  and  confimied. 
Dora  llendriks,  l\ev.  P.  Minnaar,  Mr.  Pavel  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Moore  were 
examined. 

Letter  read  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report 
made  by  Dr.  Savage,  relative  to  the  proposed  segregation  of  lepers  in  Basutoland. 
Acknowledged  with  thanks. 

Letter  read  from  Dr.  Silkc  with  further  information  relative  to  Mrs.  Hart's  case. 
Ivecorded. 

Letter  read  from  Dr.  Park,  district  surgeon,  Grlen  Grrey,  relative  to  leprosy  in  that 
district. 

Recorded. 

liesolved:  That  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  be  requested  to  furnish  the  Commission 
with  an  analysis  of  the  well  water  on  Kobben  Island  as  supjilied  to  the  patients  at  tlie 
present  date  ;  also  the  Avater  in  the  tanks,  together  with  a  bacteriological  examination 
of  the  same. 

Kesolved  :  That  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  be  requested  to  furnish  a  census 
shewing  total  population  and  live  stock  on  Robben  Island,  a  complete  list  of  the  staif, 
sLiovving  the  leper  attendants,  such  as  nurses,  cooks,  washerwomen,  tfcc.  ;  rules  and 
regulations  governing  the  establishment  and  the  duties  of  the  several  otiicials,  cost  of 
boat  communication,  cjst  of  the  island  establishment  generally,  number  of  children  and 
others  attending  school,  regulations  as  to  the  employment  of  patients  with  rates  of  pay, 
regulations  as  to  the  distribution  of  clothing,  bedding  and  f  urnitui'c,  diet  scale,  the 
number  of  leper  officials  and  others  discharge  1  or  resigucd  shice  the  promulgation  of 
the  Act,  with  reason  for  same. 

Itosolved  :  That  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  bo  requested  to  furnish  a  report  made 
by  Dr.  Todd,  in  or  about  October  last,  on  a  disturbaucw  in  the  vicinity  of  the  leper 
wards,  when  a  guard  on  duty  at  the  female  leper  asylum  was  assaulted, 
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Resolved :  That  tho  Under  Colonial  Secretary  be  requested  to  furnish  a  report  made 
by  Dr.  Todd,  bearing  on  the  use  of  dagga  in  the  male  leper  establishment,  or  any 
correspondence  relating  thereto  either  in  the  Colonial  Office  or  the  office  of  the  medical 
superintendent  on  Kobbcn  Island. 

Letter  read  from  Dr.  Johnston  stating  that  the  case  of  Ellen  Waigel  cannot  have 
come  under  his  care  at  the  New  Somerset  lIos])ital  as  he  was  ill  at  the  time. 

liesolvcd  to  connnuuicate  again  with  Dr.  Parsons  on  the  subject. 

Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  26th  inst.,  at  10  o'clock. 


Cape  Tot,,,  rhumlaij,  April  mil,  1894. 


PRESEM  : 


Dr.  MuRK\Y  {Chatnmin 

Dr.  FisMEJi, 
„  Hoffman, 


Dr.  Dodos, 
„  IIekmak. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Mr.  Graalf  was  examined. 

Letter  read  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  forwarding  re[)ort  of  the  official 
visitors  to  Kobben  Island  for  the  mouth  of  March,  1894,  relating  to  the  leper  asylum. 
Recorded. 

Letter  read  from  the  Government  Secretary,  Bloemfoutein,  enclosing  copy  of  Dr. 
Kohler's  report  on  Free  State  lepers. 
Recorded. 

Resolved :  That  Dr.  Impey  be  asked  whether  the  meat  sent  to  the  island  was  sold 
along  with  other  general  articles  and  whether  the  meat  for  the  patients  was  kept  sepa- 
rate from  that  supplied  to  the  staff. 

Letter  read  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  relative  to  the  actual  and  estimated 
expenditure  of  the  Commission. 

Resolved :  To  reply  to  the  letter  to  the  eifect  that  the  expenditure  to  the  oOth  of 
June,  1894,  would  be  about  £1,100,  exclusive  of  printing  and  payment  to  the  Secretary.  At 
present  the  Commission  were  unable  to  give  any  estimate  of  their  expenditure  subse- 
quent to  the  ;iOth  of  June,  1894,  but  they  would  take  an  early  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

Resolved :  That  Dr.  Greathead  and  Dr.  Edington  be  connnunicated  with  to  the 
effect  that  from  the  21st  of  May  next  the  Commission  would  hold  daily  sittings  in 
order  to  consider  their  report,  and  requesting  their  attendance  on  that  date. 

Letter  read  from  Dr.  Parsons  with  further  information  relative  to  the  case  of  Ellen 
Waigel. 

Recorded. 

Letter  read  from  Dr.  Todd  relative  to  the  supply  of  dagga  to  patients  and  other 
points. 

Recorded. 

The  Chairman  having  called  attention  to  an  article  in  the  Cajic  llryaU'r  relative  to 
the  administration  on  Robben  Island,  it  was  resolved  to  summon  the  editor  of  that 
paper  to  give  evidence  on  Friday  the  27th  inst. 

Letter's  from  Mrs.  E.  Peters  and  A  Arnoldus,  patients  on  Robben  Island,  read, 
stating  their  desire  to  retm-n  home. 

Resolved  :  That  replies  be  sent  to  the  ellect  that  the  Commission  were  making 
enquiries,  but  that  ihoy  bad  no  authority  to  release  any  patient. 

Commission  in  deliberation  regarding  their  report. 

Adjourned  to  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 


Cape  Toicn,  Fndni/^  Apnl  'llili,  1394. 


PRESENT  : 


Dr.  MlDRAY  [Chnirinan), 


Dr.  FtSMEIi, 

,,  Dou]>s, 


Dr.  He  K  M  AN, 
„  Hoffman. 


ITie  minutes  of  the  previcms  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Mr.  J,  Graham,  Mr,  D.  Edwards  and  Mr.  F.  Cook  were  examined. 


Letter  from  tlie  Under  Colouial  Secretary  read,  stating  tliat  steps  had  been  taken 
for  the  distribution  of  the  circular  issued  by  the  Commission  in  Basutoland  and 
Bechuanaland. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read,  transmitting  copy  of  a  precis 
relating  to  certain  doubtful  cases  of  leprosy  on  Robben  Island. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read,  transmitting  various  returns 
called  for  by  the  Commission 

Resolved :  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Sister  Henrietta,  Carnarvon  Hospital, 
Kimberley,  enquiring  Avhether  it  was  true  that  certain  nm-ses  were  sent  from  that  insti- 
tution to  Robben  Island  to  act  as  nurses  in  the  leper  wards,  and  if  so,  to  request  that 
their  names  and  addresses  be  sent  together  with  the  reasons  why  they  resigned  theii' 
appointments. 

Commission  in  deliberation  on  their  report. 

Resolved :  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  urging 
despatch  in  the  printing  of  the  evidence,  if  an  interim  report  was  to  be  presented 
during  the  ensuing  session. 

Resolved  :  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  asking  if  the 
Commission  could  remain  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  room  they  now  occupi  ed 
after  the  assembling  of  Parliament. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  the  30th  inst,,  at  10  a.m. 


Cape  Town,  Monda//,  Aprii  'SOt/i,  1894. 


I'RESEXT 


Dr.  MuKiiAV  {Cliaivinan), 


Dr.  Herman, 

„  DODDS, 


Dr.  FisMKR. 


Tlie  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read,  transmitting  copy  of  the  report  of 
the  Natal  Leprosy  Commission  and  copy  of  Law  No  16  of  1890  passed  by  the  Natal 
Legislature,  but  not  yet  brought  into  operation. 

Letter  from  Louisa  Salmons,  a  patient  on  Robben  Island,  read,  relative  to  her  case. 

Recorded. 

Letter  from  Dr.  Impey  read  relative  to  the  meat  supply  on  the  island. 
Recorded. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read,  relative  to  an  alleged  report  on  a  dis- 
turbance in  the  vicinity  of  the  leper  wards,  when  a  guard  on  duty  was  assaulted,  to 
the  effect  that  Dr.  Todd  had  made  no  such  report. 

Resolved  :  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  to  the  effect 
that  tbe  enquiry  Avas  held  by  Mr.  Jones,  the  magistrate,  on  the  26th  of  March  last,  and 
requesting  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  record. 

Resolved :  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  petition  of  Dr.  W.  J.  Visscr. 

Resolved :  That  letters  be  written  to  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  and  Dr.  Impey 
asking  for  certain  returns  relating  to  the  Robben  Island  establishment. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Mamwell  was  examined. 

Commission  in  deliberation  regarding  thoir  report. 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  May  4t]i,  at  10  o'clock. 


Cape  Tutcii,  Frldai/,  May  4//^  1894; 


I'RKSliM'  : 


Dr.  Murray  [Chainnait) 


Dr.  DoDDs, 
„  Hermatv, 


Dr.  FiSMER. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  Mrs.  R.  Rogers,  a  patient  on  Robben  Island,  relative  to  her  case. 

Recorded. 
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Letter  read  from  Sir  Somers  Vine,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  National  Leprosy  Fund, 
acknowledging  receipt  of  the  letter  transmitted  by  the  Commission,  and  stating  that 
the  National  Leprosy  Fund  practically  ceased  active  operations  with  the  issue  of  the 
reports  of  its  special  commissioners  in  India,  but  the  Executive  Committee  ol  the  fund 
at  its  last  meeting  directed  that  the  l)alanco  of  the  fund  (between  £600  and  £700) 
should  be  handed  to  the  Leprosy  Investigation  sub-committee,  £200  to  be  spent  on  the 
prosecution  of  further  investigations,  ancl  the  remaining  £500  towards  the  encourage- 
ment of  local  research  in  regard  to  the  disease. 

Recorded. 

Letter  from  certain  lepers  in  No.  5  ward  on  Robben  Island  read,  complaining  that 
some  of  the  children  were  affected  with  phthiriasis,  and  further,  that  no  notifieation  of 
deaths  or  serious  illness  was  given  to  the  relatives  of  patients. 

Resolved  :  To  acknowledge  the  letter  and  communicate  witli  Dr.  Impey  on  the 
subject. 

Letter  read  from  Miss  M.  H.  Watkins  of  the  Carnarvon  Hospital,  Kiraberley, 
giving  the  addresses  of  certain  nurses  who  had  been  engaged  on  Robben  Island  and  had 
subsequently  resigned. 

Resolved :  To  address  the  nm'ses  in  question  and  ask  them  the  reason  why  they 
resigned  and  other  details. 

Mr.  F.  Hiimphries  was  examined. 

Resolved :  That  Mr.  P.  Nightingale  and  Dr.  Dixon  be  requested  to  attend  and 
give  evidence  on  Monday,  the  7th  inst. 

Resolved :  That  Dr.  Impey  be  requested  to  furnish  certain  returns  relative  to 
vaccination  and  lunatic  lepers  on  Robben  Island. 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  7th  inst.,  at  10  o'clock. 


Cape  Town,  Mondai/,  Maij  7th,  1S94. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {Cfia/'nnmi), 


Dr.  Hkrwan, 

„  FiSMER, 


Dr.  DoDDS. 


Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Mr.  P.  Nightingale  and  Dr.  Dixon  were  examined. 

A  copy  of  an  open  letter  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Select  Committee  of 
the  Upper  Plouse,  and  signed  by  Dr.  Visser,  formerly  one  of  the  medical  officers  on 
Robben  Island,  was  read. 

Recorded. 

Letter  from  the  Lender  Colonial  Secretary  read  on  the  subject  of  a  room  in  which 
the  Commission  could  meet  after  the  assembling  of  Pai'liament. 

Resolved  :  That  the  Chairman  consult  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  on  the  subject. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read,  stating  that  the  Colouial  Secretary 
wished  to  be  afE(->rded  an  opportunity  of  consulting  the  Commission  on  certain  points 
connected  with  the  enquiry,  and  requesting  to  be  informed  when  the  next  meeting 
woiild  be  held.  „ 

Acknowledged. 

Tho  Commission  deliberated  on  their  report. 
Adjourned  till  Friday,  the  lltli  inst.,  at  10  a.m. 


Cfiff  To/r»,  Friday,  May  11 M,  1894. 


PRESENT 


Dr.  DoDDs, 
„  Hermax, 


Dr.  Mx'RRAY  {Chairman), 


Dr.  Ftsmer. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretaiy  read,  forwarding  copies  of  two  certi- 
ficates granted  by  Dj.  Davies  on  the  subject  of  leprosy,  received  from  the  Government 
Secretary,  Bloemfontein, 


Repnnled. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read,  forwarding  certain  statistic!?, 
specially  printed  on  cards,  relating  to  the  lepers  on  Robben  Island. 

Letter  read  from  Dr.  Impey,  stating  that  it  was  his  cnstom  to  personally  write  to 
inform  the  friends  of  the  death  of  every  patient  who  died  in  the  asylnm,  and  whenever 
possible  he  also  informed  the  friends  of  the  dangerous  illness  of  any  of  the  patients. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Faure,  Colonial  Seoretar}',  liad  an  interview  with  the  Commission 
by  appointment,  and  having  referred  to  the  somewhat  voluminous  nature  of  tlie  evi- 
dence, urged  the  necessity  for  condensation  in  view  of  the  printing  and  other  expenses. 
The  question  of  finances  generally  was  also  discussed. 

Resolved :  That  a  letter  be  written  to  tlio  Government,  intimating  that  the  ques- 
tion of  finance  should  I'eceive  immediate  consideration  when  all  the  members  of  the 
Commission  were  present,  which  would  be  on  the  21st  inst. 

It  was  also  resolved  that  all  the  evidence  not  already  printed  be  obtained  from  the 
printers,  ^^■ith  the  object  of  perusing  the  same  and  seeing  in  how  far  it  could  be 
condensed. 

The  Commission,  after  considering  the  matter,  resolved  that  under  all  the  circum- 
tanees  it  was  not  practicable  to  eiu'tail  the  evidence,  but  to  have  it  published  as  furnished 
to  the  printers,  a  letter  to  this  effect  to  be  written  to  the  Colonial  Secretar}'. 

The  Commission  deliberated  upon  and  finally  approved  the  printed  form  of  clinical 
record,  and  it  was  resolved  that  1,000  copies  be  struck  ofp. 

Resolved  :  That  Dr.  Imjiey  be  requested  to  attend  and  give  evidence  on  Wednes- 
day, the  16th  inst.,  and  Mr.  H.  de  Smidt  on  the  18th  inst. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  16th inst.,  at  10  a.m. 


Cape  Town,  Wfdmieftdy,  Mai/  16/7?,  1894, 


-  PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chainnan), 


Dr.  DoDDs, 

,,  FlSMER, 


Dr.  Herm.^n, 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Dr.  Impey  was  further  examined. 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  18th  inst.,  at  10  a.m. 


Cape  Tom,,  Friday,  May  18M,  1894. 


PRESENT : 

Dr.  Mttrray  {C/tairaia)i), 
Dr.  Donns,  Dr.  Herman. 

,,  FiSMER, 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read  relative  to  the  progress  made  with 
the  piinting  of  the  evidence. 
Recorded. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read  transmitting  analysis  of  water  on 
Robben  Island. 

As  it  appeared  from  the  letter  that  the  tanks  were  exhausted,  it  was  resolved  to 
ask  the  Government  whether  the  patients  were  being  supplied  with  water  from  the 
wells,  and  if  not,  Avhere  the  water  was  obtained  from,  and  what  precautions  were  taken 
to  prevent  disease. 

Letters  from  Miss  Williams,  Miss  Cloete,  and  Miss  Saul,  nurses  at  the  Kimberley 
Hospital,  read,  making  certain  suggestions. 

Resolved :  To  communicate  with  Miss  Williams  and  enquire  why  the  nursing  had 
not  been  successful  on  Robben  Island. 

Letter  read  from  Thys  Samuels  relative  to  his  wife,  a  patient  on  Robben  Island. 

Referred  to  Dr  Impey  for  report. 

The  Under  Colonial  Secretary  and  Mrs,  Wilson  were  examined. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  21st  inst.,  at  10  o'clock, 
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Cape  Toicu,  31o)iil(ij/,  Maij  'Zlst,  1894. 


PRESENT ; 


Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 


Dr.  DoDDs, 
„  HBrniAN, 


Dr.  Fi'.MER, 
„  Greathead. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meetiug-  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  tlie  Under  Colonial  Secretary  on  the  subject  of  certain  returns 
asked  for  by  the  Commission. 

Eesolved :  To  ask  for  a  list  of  those  persons  living  in  different  parts  of  the  Colony 
who  have  been  notified  to  the  Covernment  as  lepers,  but  notwithstanding  this  have  not 
been  removed  to  Robben  Island ;  a  list  of  the  riiles  and  regulations,  if  any,  laid  down 
for  patients  isolated  in  their  own  homes,  also  the  conditions  imder  wliich  Mr.  M****  * 
of  the  Paarl  was  discharged  from  the  island. 

Letter  read  from  Dr.  Impey,  forwarding  certain  returns. 

Letter  read  from  Miss  Foster,  Durban,  relative  to  the  uursing  arrangements  on 
Roltben  Island. 

The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 
Adjom-ned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 


Cape  Town,  TaeRdat/,  Mai/  22)id,  1894. 


PRESENT ; 


Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 


Dr.  Herman, 

„  FiSMER, 


Dr.  DoDDs, 

„  GrREATHEAl). 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Letter  read  from  Dr.  Impey  relative  to  the  case  of  Mrs.  Samuels,  a  leper  pat'ent. 
Letter  read  from  Dr.  Impey,  forwarding  certain  returns. 
Letter  read  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  forwarding  certain  returns. 
Letter  read  from  Mr.  Fowler,  gaoler,  Herschel,  on  the  subject  of  the  transport  of 
certain  lepers  by  rail  from  that  place. 

The  Commission  deliberated  on  their  report. 
Adjourned  to  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 


Cape  Town,  Wednesday,  May  2Zrd,  1894. 


Dr.  Fismer 
„  Dodds. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 

Dr.  G-reathead, 


Herman. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

With  reference  to  an  application  from  Mr.  Cobbin  for  some  fm'ther  remuneration 
in  connection  with  despatching  the  circular  drawn  up  by  the  Commission,  it  was  resolved 
that  he  be  paid  £1  10s.  in  addition  to  the  £5  already  paid,  in  full  discharge  of 
the  account. 

Letter  read  from  two  brothers  Cornelissen  of  the  Paarl  asking  that  their  mother,  a 
patient  on  Robben  Island,  over  70  years  of  age,  might  be  liberated. 

Resolved  :  To  acknowledge  the  letter  and  state  that  the  Report  of  the  Commission 
would  shortly  be  presented  to  Parliament. 

The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  11  o'clock  a.m. 

[G.  10— '94.]  -  \ 


Cape  Town,  Tfrnrsdai/,  3Iay  24:tJi,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 


Dr.  Murray  (C/iainnaii), 


Dr.  Edington, 
,,  Greatheab, 

„  ElSMER, 


Dr.  Herman, 
„  Dodds. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Resolved :  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Watkins,  chaplain  on  Robhen 
Island,  asking  for  information  concerning  a  petition  to  Parliament  from  the  leper 
patients  which  he  was  alleged  to  have  initiated. 

The  Commission  deliberated  vipon  their  report. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock. 


Capo  Town,  Friday,  May  25///,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {President), 

Dr.  Hoffman,  Dr.  Greathead, 

,,    Dodds,  „  Edington. 

„  Fismer, 

Tlie  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Letter  read  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  on  the  subject  of  leprosy  in  the  Free- 
State. 

The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 


Cape  Town,  Sahirday,  May  2m,  1894. 

PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  (Chairman), 

Dr.  Dodds, 


Dr.  Edington, 
„  Fismer, 
„  Hoffman, 


Greathead. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  in  reply  to  one  from  the  Com- 
mission relative  to  complaints  from  lepers  on  the  subject  of  the  dinmkenness  oi'  atten- 
dants on  Robben  Island. 

Resolved  : — That  the  correspondence  be  printed  in  the  appendix  to  the  report. 

The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  the  28th  inst.,  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 


Cajn'.  Town,  Monday,  May  28fh,  1894. 


PRESENT : 


Dr.  Greathead  {acting  Chairman), 


Dr.  Hoffman, 
„  Fismer, 


Dr.  Edington, 
,,  Dodds. 


In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Murray,  Dr.  Greathead  took  the  chair. 
The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Watkins  read  relative  to  petition  to  Pai-liament  from 
lepers  on  Robben  Island. 

The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 
Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock. 
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Cape  Town,  Tumlajj,  Jlai/  2Wi,  1894. 


TRESEXX 


Dr.  MuKRAY  {CIiainiKin), 


Dr.  Edington, 
„  gueatheai), 
„  Hoffman, 


Dr.  FisMER, 

,,  DODDS. 


The  minutes  of  tJie  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 
Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock. 


Cape  Town,  Wednesday,  May  30/A,  1894. 

PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  (Chainnan), 


Dr.  Hoffman, 

„  EniNGTON, 
„  FiSMER, 


Dr.  Ctkea  thead, 

„  DODD.S. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  coufirmed. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read  transmitting  a  report  on  the 
examination  of  tank  wafer  on  Robbeu  Island. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read,  intimating  that  certain  Avorks  on 
the  subject  of  leprosy  had  been  forwarded  for  the  use  of  the  Commission. 

Letter  read  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  transmitting  certain  papers  relative 
to  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Pavel. 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  Pavel  relative  to  certain  evidence,  in  which  his  name  Avas 
involved,  and  asking  for  permission  to  give  an  explanation. 

Resolved :  That  the  evidence  in  question  be  sent  to  Mr.  Pavel,  and  that  he  be  invited 
to  give  any  explanation  he  desired  in  writing. 

The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock. 


Cape  Town,  Thursday,  3Iay  '6lst,  1894. 

r RE SENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {C/niirinaii), 
Dr.  Hoffman,  |  Dr.  Greatiiead, 

,,    EdINGTON,  I  „  FiSMER. 

The  minutes  of  tlie  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read  relative  to  estimated  exjieuditure 
of  the  Commission  to  the  30th  of  June,  1894,  and  also  for  the  financial  year  ending 
June  30th,  1895. 

Resolved  :  That  the  information  be  furnished  as  far  as  practicable,  the  estimated 
expenditure  for  the  financial  year  ending  June  30th,  1895,  being  put  down  at  £2,900, 
inclusive  of  printing  and  secretarial  expenses. 

The  evidence  forwarded  to  Mr.  Pavel  was  received  from  him  without  any  altera- 
tion and  imaccompauied  by  any  remarks. 

The  CommisBion  deliberated  upon  their  report. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock. 
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Cape  Town,  Friday,  June  laf,  1894. 


PKESENT 


Dr.  Hoffman, 
„  Greathead, 

„  FiSMER, 


Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 


Dr.  DoDDs, 
„  Edingxon. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Letter  read  from  Miss  G.  Williams,  of  the  Kimberley  Hospital,  relative  to  the 
alleged  failure  of  the  nursing  work  on  Eobben  Island. 

The  Commission  in  deliberation  regarding  their  report. 
Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock. 


Cape  Town,  Saturdai/,  June  2nd,  1894. 


PRESEXT 


Dr.  Hoffman, 

„  GrREATHEAD, 


Dr.  Murray  {Chairiiian), 


Dr.  Fjsmer, 
„  Edington. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  relative  to  the  examination  of  Dr. 
Guild. 

lie.solvcd :  Tliat  due  notice  would  be  given  when  the  Commission  were  ready  to 
examine  Dr.  Guild. 

With  reference  to  an  application  from  Dr.  Koliler  for  payment  of  £3  3s.  for  time 
betitowed  in  looking  up  authorities  in  connection  with  his  evidence,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  claim  could  not  be  allowed. 

The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  the  4th  inst.,  at  10  o'clock. 


Cape  Town,  Monday,  June  Wi,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 


Dr.  Hoffman, 
„  Dopps, 

,,  FlSMER, 


Dr.  Greathead, 
Edingion, 
Herman. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Tlie  Commission  deliberated  upon  the  appendix  to  be  published  with  the  evidence. 

Resolved  :  That  the  report,  minutes  of  proceedings  and  appendices  be  printed  in 
T)ue  volume  and  the  minutes  of  evidence  in  another. 

Kesolvcd :  That  copies  of  the  clinical  record  drawn  up  by  the  Commission  be 
forwarded  to  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  and  Dr.  Impey,  with  a  reconimeudatiou  that 
it  be  generally  adopted  throughout  the  Colony. 

Tlie  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10.30  a.m. 
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Ca^e  Town,  Tucsdai/,  June  bth,  1894. 


PRESENT ; 

Dr.  MuKiiAY  {Chairman), 


Dr.  Hekman, 
„  Hoffman, 
,,  Greathead, 


Dr.  FisMER, 

„  DODDS. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 
Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  a.m. 


Cape  Town,  Wednesdai/,  June  Qtit,  1894. 


PRESENT 


Dr.  Murray  (Chairman), 


Dr.  Greatheat), 

PiSMER, 

„  Hoffman, 


Dr.  Herman, 

„  DoDDS, 

„  Edington. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  repoi't. 
Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock. 


Cajjc  Town,  T/iuradai/,  June  7lli,  1894. 


present  : 


Dr.  Greathead, 
„  Edington, 
Hoffman, 


Dr.  Murray  (Chairman), 


Diik  FlSMER, 
„  DoDDS, 

,,  Herman. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  deliberated  upon  tlieir  report. 
Resolved :  That  two  members  form  a  quorum. 
Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock. 


Cape  Town,  Friday,  June  8(h,  1894. 


PRESENT 


Dr.  Murray  (Chairman), 


Dr.  Hol'FMAN, 
„  DoDD^t, 


Dr.  Herman, 

FiSMER. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Letter  read  from  Mr.  P.  Gower,  Robbeu  Island,  relative  to  a  certain  statement 
made  regarding  him  by  Mr.  Mamwell  in  his  evidence. 


Acknowledged. 


Letter  read  from  Dr.  Impey  on  the  same  subject. 
Acknowledged. 

The  Commission  deliberated  on  their  report. 
Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock.  ] 
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Oape  Toicn,  Sahirdai/,  June  Wi,  1894. 


PRESENT  ; 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 
Dr.  Hoffman.  Dr.  Herman. 

„  FiSMER, 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  aud  confirmed. 
The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 
Adjourned  till  Monday,  the  lltli  inst.,  at  10  a.m. 


Ca2)e  Town,  3Ionday,  June  11//?,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 


Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 
Dr.  DoDus,  Dr.  Hoffman. 

„  Herman, 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  Dr.  Impey,  relative  to  engaging  extra  clerical  assistance  in  order 
to  furnish  the  returns  asked  for. 

Kesolved  :  That  Dr.  Inipey  be  requested  to  state  bow  long  tlie  work  was  likely  to 
take,  as  unless  furnished  within  a  day  or  two,  the  information  would  not  be  of  much 
use,  seeing  that  the  Commission  were  now  framing  their  interim  report. 

The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 

Adjoui-ned  till  tlie  following  day  at  10  o'clock.  , 


Cape  Toicn,  Tmsday,  June  12tli,  1894. 


PRESENT : 


Dr.  Murray  {Chairman). 


Dr.  Hoffman, 
„  Herman, 


Dr.  FisMER, 

„  DODDS. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 
Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock. 


Cape  Town,  Wednesday,  June  13th,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 


Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 


Dr.  Hoffmann, 

,,  FiSMER, 


Dr.  DoDus. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretarj'-,  with  list  of  ofiicial  visitors,  which 
it  was  resolved  to  print  in  the  Appendix. 

Letter  read  from  Dr.  Impey  on  the  subject  of  water  supply,  also  to  be  printed  in 
the  Appendix. 

Resolved ;  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  with  regard  to  the 
strictest  privacy  being  preserved  in  connection  Avith  the  printing  of  the  report,  and 
stating  that  only  eight  proofs  were  to  be  struck  off  and  sent  to  the  Commission  for 
revision ;  also  that  a  letter  to  the  same  effect  be  addressed  to  the  Grovernijient 
pinters. 
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Letter  read  from  Fitz  Dioderieks,  a  patient  on  the  island,  in  reference  to  his  case 
and  praying  that  he  might  be  liberated. 

Eesolved  :  To  acknowledge  the  letter,  and  state  that  the  report  of  the  Commission 
would  very  shortly  be  presented  to  Parliament. 

The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock. 


Cape  Tomu  Thursday,  June  14th,  1894. 


PRESENT : 

Dr.  Mr'RRAV  iCliainnan) 


Dr.  DoDDs, 

„  FrsMER, 


Dr.  Hermajj. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirined. 
The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 
Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  11  o'clock.  . 


Cijpe  Town,  Fviday,  June  15th,  1894. 


PRESENT : 

Dr.  Murray  (Chairman), 

Dr.  FisMER,  I  Dr.  Herman. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 
Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  11  o'clock. 


Cape  Town,  Saturday,  June  16th,  1894. 


present  : 

Dr.  Mtirray  {Chairman), 
Dr.  HERi\rAN,  |  Dr.  Fismer. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 
Adjourned  till  Monday,  the  ISth  instant,  at  11  o'clock. 


Cape  Town,  Monday,  June  18th,  1894, 


present ; 


Dr.  Murray  [Chairman), 


Dr.  Herman, 
,,  DonDs, 


Dr.  Fismer. 


The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read,  forwarding  copy  of  the  fir.^t  report 
by  Dr.  Gregory  upon  the  sanitation  of  Robben  Island. 

Resolved  :  That  the  same  be  printed  in  the  Appendix. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read,  forwarding  return  relative  to  the 
cost  of  boat  communication. 

Resolved  :  That  the  same  be  printed  in  the  Appendix. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read,  enquiring  whether  the  Commission 
was  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  printing  of  the  evidence  had  been  per- 
formed. 
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Eesolved  :  To  reply  in  tlie  affirmative. 

The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 

Eesolved  :  That  in  view  of  the  report  being  urgently  required,  the  Government 
should  be  requested  to  authorise  the  printers  to  use  extra  expedition. 
Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  12  o'clock. 


Gape  Town,  Timday,  June  19th,  1894. 


PKHSEKT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 

Dr.  FisMER,  I  Dr.  Herman. 

Dr.  Donns,  | 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confii-raed. 
The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 
Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10"30, 


Cape  Town,  Wednesday,  June  20th,  1894. 

PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {Cliairman), 
Dr.  DoDPS. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 
Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  lO'oO. 


Caj^e  Toim,  T/nirsdai/,  June  21st,  1894. 

PRESENT : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 
Dr.  DoDPs. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 
Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10*30. 


Cape  Tou-n,  Friday,  June  22nd,  1894. 


PRESENT : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 
Dr.  DoDDs,  Dr.  Herman. 

„  FlSMER, 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  eonfii-med. 
The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 
Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  10-30. 
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Cu'pe  Toirn^  Safurda//,  June  23r(/,  1894. 


ruE,^ENT  : 
Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 

Dr.  DODDS. 

Tlie  minutes  of  tlie  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Committee  deliberated  upon  their  report. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read  on  the  subject  of  the  distribution  of 
the  printed  Minutes  of  Evidence  simultaneously  with  the  report,  and  also  with  reference  to 
certain  documents  asked  for  by  the  Commission  on  the  12th  March. 

Resolved  :  To  acknowledge  the  letter  and,  express  regi-et  that  the  documents  asked 
for  could  not  be  furnished 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  the  2oth  inst.,  at  10  o'clock. 


Catx-  Touii,  Monduij,  June  2oth,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman) , 
Dr.  Fis^MER,  I  Dr.  Herman. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Letter  from  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read,  forwarding  a  return  of  the  takings  at 
the  Restaurant  on  Robben  Island. 

Resolved :  That  the  same  be  printed  in  the  Appendix. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Seeretai-y  read,  forwarding  certain  papers  on 
leprosy  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Resolved  :  To  acknowledge  the  letter,  and  convey  to  the  Luperial  Colonial  Office  the 
thanks  of  the  Commission  for  the  trouble  taken  to  obtain  the  documents  in  question. 

The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  12  o'clock. 


Cape  Tou-n,  Tuesday,  June  26th,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 

Dr.  Hoffman,  i  Dr.  Fismer. 

,,  Herman,  j 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  relative  to  the  copy  of  a  clinical  record 
for  use  in  cases  of  leprosy,  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  Commission,  and  stating  that 
district  surgeons  would  be  asked  to  fill  in  the  statements  in  regard  to  every  leper 
certified  under  the  Leprosy  Act  in  future. 

Letter  read  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  on  the  subject  of  bacteriological 
investigations  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Commission,  and  asking  whether  they 
had  any  further  suggestions  to  offer. 

Resolved :  To  acknowledge  the  letter,  and  state  that  at  the  present  stage  the 
Commission  had  no  further  suggestions  to  offer. 

The  Commission  deUberated  upon  their  I'eport. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  11  o'clock. 
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Cape  Town,  Wednesdat/,  June  27ih,  1894, 


PRESENT : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 
Dr.  Hermax,  I  Dr.  Fismer. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  read  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  communication 
from  the  Agent-General  to  the  effect  that  the  evidence  taken  by  the  Indian  Leprosy 
Commission  was  of  a  private  nature,  and  had,  therefore,  not  been  printed. 

The  Commission  deliberated  on  their  report. 

Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  11  a.m. 


Cope  Toivn,  ThurHday,  June  28t/i,  1894. 

PRESENT : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 
Dr.  FiSMER. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 
Adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  11  o'clock. 


Cape  Town,  Friday,  June  29th,  1894, 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 

Dr.  HoFEMAN,  Dr.  Hee:man, 

„  Fismer, 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  deliberated  upon  their  report. 

Letter  read  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  to  tlie  eifect  that  the  report  of  the 
Co  mmission  could  be  presented  in  printed  form,  provided  the  same  was  authenticated 
by  signature, 

Adjoxxrned  till  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock. 


Cape  Touii,  Saturday,  June  SOfh,  1894. 


PRESENT  : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 
Dr.  Herman,  I  Dr.  Fismer. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  oonfirnned. 
The  draft  report  was  brought  up  by  the  Chairman  and  adopted. 
Adjourned  till  Monday,  July  2nd,  at  10  o'clock. 
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Cape  Town,  Monday,  Jahj  "iud,  1S94. 


PBBSEKT : 

Dr.  Murray  {Chairman), 
Dr.  FisMKR,  I  Dr.  Herman. 

Tlie  minutes  oi'  tlie  [irevioiis  meeting  were  read  and  contirmed. 
Resolved  :  That  the  Cliairnian  be  requested  to  sign  the  report  on  behalf  of  tlie 
Commission  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  Govern^Tient. 
Adjourned  mic  die. 


CHARLES  F.  K.  MURRAY,  M.D.  M.Ch.,  F.R.O.S.I., 

Chairman. 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT 


OP  THIS 


LEPROSY  COMMISSION. 


[G.  10.~'94.1 
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N  0  T  E. 


S'l'AiUTEs  OF  India  and  Extracts  from  Netherlands'  Placcaten  (page  3'?). — ■ 
(Subsequently  to  the  evideuee  being  given,  it  was  considered  not  neeesaaiy  tn 
publish  these. 


Precis  or  Evidenck  taken  in  1862  (page  40). — The  same  remark  applies. 


Extracts  from  Wouk  of  Uka  .  Valentyn  on  "Old  and  Nhw  East  India  "  ([(age 
JO). — The  same  renuuk  a])])lies. 


Lktter  FHOM  MoKAviAN  Missionary  AT  GtrnadenD/A  i,  (page  41) 
applies. 


— Tlio  same  remark 


APPENDIX  TO  IIKPOUT 


OF  TUK 


LEPROSY    C  0 M  M  1  S  S  I  O  N 


rilUCLAMATION  BY  HI8  EXCELLENCY  Slli  HENRY  BUG  UGH  AM 

LOCH. 

Kuiglit  Grmid  Cress  of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order  uJ:  Stiint  Michiiel  and  Saint  (icorgo,  Knijfht  Oom- 
maudcr  of  the  Most  Honourable  Order  of  the  T3ath,  Governor  iiiid  Oommaudcr-in-Chief  of  Her  Majesty's 
Colony  of  the  Cajie  of  Good  Hope  in  South  Africa,  and  of  the  Territories  and  Dependencies  thereof,  and 
Her  Majesty's  Hig-li  Commissioner,  &e.,  &c.,  &c. 

Whereat)  by  the  Eighty-fifth  Article  of  the  Ordiuauce  for  coustitutiug  a  Parliameut 
for  the  Colouy  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  it  ia  enacted  that  the  Governor  of  the  said 
Colony  shall  cause  every  Act  of  the  rarliumeut  so  constituted,  which  he  shall  have 
assented  to  in  Her  Majesty's  name,  to  be  printed  in  the  Govermnetd  Gazette  for  general 
information,,  and  that  such  publication,  by  such  Governor,  of  any  Act  of  the  said  Parlia- 
ment shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  law  the  promulgati<  m  of  the  same  :  Now,  I  do  hereby 
proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known  that  the  Act  numbered  8,  of  the  year  1884,  printed 
in  this  Gazetlc,  is  hereby  promulgated. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  QUEEN  ! 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Public  Seal  of  the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

this  16th  day  of  May,  imi. 

■  HENRY  B.  LOCH, 

Govcruur. 

By  <  'omuiaud  of  Hi^  E  vcellenoy  tJie  Governor  in  Council, 

J.  W.  SAUER. 

No.  1(^0,  18!»'3. 


Act  No.  8  of  1884.]  [Promulgated  lab  May,  1892. 

ACT  TO  CHECK  THE  SPREAD  OF  TPIE  DISEASE  KNOWN  AS  LEPROSY. 

[Assented  to  11th  July,  1884.] 

Whereas  the  disease  of  Leprosy  is  prevalent  in  this  Colony  and  has  lately  been 
spreading  and  continues  to  spread  ;  and  it  is  desirable  to  check  the  extension  of  such 
disease  and,  if  possible,  to  exterminate  it :  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council 
and  House  of  Assembly  thereof,  as  follows  : — 

] .  Whenever  it  shall  be  certified  to  the  Governor  by  the  district  surgeon  of  any 
district,  or  by  any  other  duly  qualified  medical  practitioner,  and  by  a  field-eoraet  or 
justice  of  the  peace,  that  any  person  is  suffering  from  the  disease  known  as  leprosy,  and 
that  the  fact  of  such  person  being  at  large,  is  likely  to  spread  such  disease,  tlie  Governor 
may,  liy  ^varrant  under  the  hand  of  the  ( 'olouial  Secretary  or  Under  (Colonial  SeiTetar\% 
uriler  (hi't  ;^U'4i  per.  'm  shall  be  removed  to  such  asylum  or  hospital  as  he  tihall  a|>[ioint, 
to  be  there  dotaiiitd  during  tlie  Governor's  pleasur!-,  and  ke)>t  apart  fruju  c^jtilaet  willi 
all  other  inmatet.  «•!  ..uult  a.Gylum  or  hobpital  who  are  uol.  afflicted  with  the  tame  di.-ea?e  ; 
Provided,  always,  that  every  such  person,  while  so  detaiued,  shall  have  the  liberty  jiud 
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f)rivilege  of  seeing  his  friends  and  legal  advisers  at  all  reasonable  times  under  such  regu- 
ations  in  force  for  the  time  being,  as  the  Grovemor  may  provide  in  that  behalf. 

2.  Every  asylum  or  hospital  in  whicli  males  shall  be  detained  under  the  provisious 
of  this  Act  shall  be  separated  entirely  from  any  asylum  or  hospital  in  which  females 
shall  be  detained. 

3.  When  any  person  shall  be  detained  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  the  main- 
tenance of  such  person  shall,  until  further  jirovision  be  made  therefor,  be  defrayed  out 
of  the  colonial  revenues  :  Provided,  always,  that  all  sums  so  paid  may  be  recovered  from 
the  estate,  if  any,  of  such  person,  or  from  any  person  or  jiersons  liable  by  law  to  con- 
tribute towards  the  maintenance  of  such  detained  person,  by  the  civil  commissioner  of 
the  district  in  which  such  estate  is  situate,  or  in  which  the  person  or  persons  so  liable 
shall  reside. 

4.  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  the  last  preceding  section,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  superintendent  or  keeper  of  any  such  hospital  or  asylum,  in  all  cases  in  which 
a  person  detained  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  be  possessed  of  sufficient  means 
to  defray  the  expense  of  maintenance  in  any  such  hospital  or  asylum,  to  make  a  special 
agreement  with  such  person  for  his  maintenance  while  so  detained. 

5.  All  district  surgeons  and  medical  officers  shall  give  any  information  which  may 
be  required  in  regard  to  the  disease  referred  to  in  this  Act  by  the  local  authority  ap- 
pointed under  the  "  Public  Health  Act,  1883,"  or  by  any  resident  magistrate,  and  shall 
be  bound  to  attend  to  or  inspect  any  ease,  or  report  on  any  matter  relative  to  this  Act, 
and  every  such  surgeon  or  medical  officer  shall  be  entitled  to  charge  and  receive  from 
suoli  local  authority  or  otherwise  such  reasonable  fee  as  the  Grovernor  shall  by  any  regu- 
lation in  that  behalf  provide  for  each  certificate  required  together  with  some  reasonable 
amount  for  travelling  expenses  as  such  regulation  shall  prescribe. 

6.  The  Governor  may  from  time  to  time,  make,  alter,  and  amend  such  regulations 
as  he  may  deem  to  be  advisable  for  the  better  and  more  effectually  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  this  Act. 

7.  This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  "  Leprosy  Repression  Act,  1884." 


GOVERNMENT  NOTICE.— No.  519,  1892. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  18th  May,  1892. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Executive  Council,  has  been 
pleased  to  issue  the  following  General  Regulations  under  the  provisions  of  the 
"  Leprosy  Repression  Act,  1884." 

J.  W.  SAUER, 

Colonial  Secretary. 


LEPROSY  REPRESSION  ACT,  1884, 
General  Regulations. 

1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  field-cornet  and  police  constable  forthwith  to 
xcport  to  the  Resident  Magistrate  of  the  District  the  existence  of  any  case  of  leprosy 
which  may  come  to  his  knowledge. 

2.  No  person  shall  wilfully  obstruct  or  interfere  with  any  District  Surgeon  or 
Medical  Officer  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  under  the  provisions  of  the  "  Leprosy 
Repression  Act,  1884." 

3.  Every  leper  sent  to  an  Hospital  or  Asylum  shall  be  accompanied  there  by  an 
attendant  of  his  or  her  own  sex. 

4.  Every  District  Surgeon  or  Medical  Officer  shall  be  entitled  to  a  fee  of  tea 
shillings  nnd  ,six[)fince  for  each  eertificaii'  ro(|iiirpd  to  be  furnislietl  iiudcv  the  provisions 
of  this  Act. 

5.  Eveiy  District  Sui'geon  or  Mcdictal  Officer  shnll  be  entitled  to  travelling 
expenses  at  the  vnte  of  seven  shillings  ;nid  sixpence  for  every  six  miles  of  distance 
travelled,  fir  every  journey  vmdertaken  fur  the  pui'poses  of  this  Act,  in  the  case  of  a 
1  >i-jtrict  Surgeon  when  such  journey  extends  beyond  six  miles  of  tlie  seat  of  Magistracy, 
a-ud  in  the  case  of  a  Medical  Officer  ntlier  than  a  District  Siirgeon  for  the  whole 
•iistance  travelled  from  his  residence. 


GOYERNMENT  NOTICE.— No.  1157.  1893. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  Cape  Town, 

Cape  of  G-ood  Hope,  29th  November,  1893. 

Hit  Excellency  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Executive  Council,  has  been 
pleased  to  issue  the  following  additional  General  Regulation  under  the  provisions  of 
the  "  Leprosy  Repression  Act,  1884." 

P.  H.  FAURE, 

Colonial  Secretary. 


LEPRr)SY  REPRESSION  ACT.  1884. 
Additional  General  Regulation. 

6.  Any  Resident  Magistrate  to  whom  a  warrant,  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 
for  the  removal  of  a  Leper  is  addressed,  may  endorse  the  same  for  service  by  any  other 
Resident  Magistrate,  and  such  last  named  Resident  Magistrate  may  execute  such 
warrant  so  endorsed  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been  originally  addressed  to  him. 


GOVERNMENT  NOTICE.— No.  520,  1892. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  18th  May,  1892. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Executive  Council,  has  been 
pleased  to  issue  the  following  Regulations  for  the  Leper  Hospital  on  Robben  Island, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  "  Leprosy  Repression  Act,  1884." 

J.  W.  SAUER, 

Colonial  Secretary. 


LEPROSY  REPRESSION  A(  T,  is.sj. 

RULE!>  FOK  LePKH  HosPU  AL. 

Robben  Idimd. 

1.  European  or  whit*  patients  shall  be  accommodated  in  wards  apart  from  native 
or  coloured  patients.  All  patients  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  be  classified  accordit  g  In 
the  stage  of  the  disease. 

2.  In  case  of  serious  illness  or  death,  notice  shall  at  once  be  sent  to  the  nearest 
relative  by  the  Medical  Officer. 

3.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  any  ward  yet  apart  for  lepers  oi'  to  visit  a 
leper  without  previously  obtaining  the  written  permission  of  the  Medical  Officer  in 
charge,  which  must  be  handed  to  the  attendant  or  nurse  in  charge  who  shall,  if  the 
Medical  Officer  deem  it  advisable,  accompany  the  visitor;  provided,  however,  that 
every  leper  shall  be  permitted  to  see  his  legal  adviser  privately. 

4.  The  Medical  Officer  in  charge  shall  liave  the  right  to  refuse  permission  to  any 
person  to  enter  the  leper  wards,  or  visit  a  leper  if  he  thinks  fit. 

5.  All  lepers  who  are  able  to  do  so  must  see  visitors  in  the  daj^  room. 

Those  who  are  confined  to  their  beds  or  are  unable  to  walk  may  see  visilnrs  in  ilie 
dormitory. 

6.  No  person  shall  give  or  cause  to  be  given  to  any  leper  v\  itlioni  ilip  sauetioii  of 
the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  any  spirits,  wine,  beei',  or  other  intoxicating  liquor. 

7.  Any  visitor  creating  a  distm-bance  or  behaving  in  a  disorderly  manner  or  in 
any  way  misconducting  himself  in  the  leper  hospital  shall  be  summarily  expelled 
therefrom. 
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Colonial  Secretaf|7?s  Office, 

Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Grood  Hope 


Leper  W;ii  liiiit  for  rem'  val,  forwarding. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  your  letter  No  dated  

I  am  directed  to  return  the  Certificates  enclosed  by  you,  relating  to  the  h'i>rr 

and  to  forward  herewith  

issued  by  connnand  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  uuder  the  provisions  of  the 

"Leprosy  llepressiou  Act,  1884,"  for  the  removal  of  the. said  

 to  the  Eobben  Island  Leper  Asyliun. 

The  enclosed  documents  should  all  be  sent  with  the  patient  on  removal. 

Youi-  attention  is  invited  to  the  instructions  given  in  Circular  No.  18  of  1892,  as 
to  the  disposal  of  lepers  on  arrival  at  Cape  Town. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


The  Resident  Magistrate, 


Under  Colonial  Secretaiy. 


Circular  No.  18,  1892.] 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
■  16th  April,  1892. 

LEPERS  FOR  UOBBEN  ISLAND— DISl'OSAL  ON  ARRIVAL  AT 

CAPE  TOWN. 

SiK, — I  am  diii ^  led  to  inform  you  that  wlieneveryou  arc  authorized  toseud  lepers 
from  vour  District  to  the  Rol^ben  Island  Infii'mary,  such  lepers  should  be  taken 
immediately  on  arrival  at  Cape  Town  by  those  in  charge  of  them  to  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital,  whence  they  will  be  sent  on  to  the  island  as  opportunity  occm-s. 

Full  instructions  to  this  eifect  should  be  given  to  the  persons  in  charge  of  Ulc 
lepers,  and  the  Siu'ge(jn  in  charge.  Old  Somerset  Hospital,  should  be  advised  when  they 
will  read  I  ('ape  Town,  so  that  IF  necessary  some  one  may  be  sent  to  meet  them  at  the 
Railway  Station. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  jS'ervant, 


To  all  Resident  i\ia'i'.  ' rates. 


HENRY  DE  SMIDT, 

Under  Colonial  Secretary. 


Circular  Nu.  10,  1892.1 


Colonial  Seereiary's  Office, 

Oa.pe  Town,  (.'ape  of  G^'odPIope, 

^I'i  May.  1892. 


PA.TI.R.\''rH    SEN'!'    TO    ASYLUiMS  AND    HOSPITALS— FITNESS  VOK 

REMOVAL. 

SiK, —  Cases  ha\iijg  occurred  in  which  Patients  forwarded  tc  Asylums  and 
Hospitals  ho  ve  been  received  in  a  condition  of  health  proving  them  to  have  1  eeu 
unfit  to.mj.ke  the  journey,  I  am  directed  to  instruct  you  that  in  no  caee  should 


Tjimaties,  Ijepevs  or  other  Patients  be  forwarded  to  Asylums  or  Hospitals  unless  the 
L>istriet  iSurgeon  has  certified  thera  fit  for  rejnoval  in  terms  of  the  form  of  (-ertifieate 
contained  in  the  accompanying  Book. 

This  Certificate  shall  be  forwarded  with  the  Patient  to  the  Medical  Officer  in 
charge  of  the  Institution  to  which  he  or  she  is  sent. 

I  have  the  honom*  to  be, 
Sir, 

Tour  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  DE  8MIDT. 
*  '     '  Under  Colonial  Secretary, 

To  all  Resident  Magietratea. 


Circular  No.  21,  1892.] 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Grood  Hope, 

11th  May,  1892. 

LEPROSY  REPRESSION  ACT,  1884. 

Sir, — In  acquainting  you  that  it  is  intended  to  promulgate  the  "  Leprosy 
Repression  Act,  1884,"  on  the  17tli  instant,  I  am  directed  to  invite  your  special 
attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the  Act,  detailing  how  persons  suffering 
from  Leprosy  are  to  be  dealt  with. 

On  receipt  of  the  Certificates  required  to  be  fiu-nished  by  the  District  Surgeon,  or 
other  duly  qualified  medical  practitioner,  and  Field-cornet  or  Justice  of  the  Peace,  it 
will' be  your  duty  to  submit  them  witliout  delay  to  this  office,  giving  at  the  same  time 
the  fullest  particulars  ascertainable  regarding  each  case.  Should  the  patient  be 
possessed  of  property  or  other  means,  the  fact  should  be  stated ;  if  not,  a  certificate  of 
poverty  should  be  attached.  On  receipt  of  the  required  certificates,  the  necessary  steps 
will  be  taken  with  a  view  to  the  issue  of  the  Grovernor's  warrant  for  the  removal  of  the 
patient  to  the  Hospital  on  Robben  Island.  I  need  hardly  remind  you  that  in  no  case 
shotild  the  patient  be  removed  imtil  you  have  received  the  warrant,  which  should  then 
be  forwarded  with  the  patient  to  the  liospital. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  most  pronounced  eases  of  leprosy  should  be  dealt  Avith  first, 
and  I  would  here  remark  how  necessary  it  will  be  to  exercise  great  care  in  the  certifi(\a- 
tion  of  cases.  Should  there  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  tlie  disease,  the  opinion  of 
a  second  medical  practitioner  should  l)e  obtained. 

I  am,  moreover,  to  impress  upon  3'ou  tbe  expediency  of  exercising  discretion  so  as 
to  avoid  all  possible  harshness  in  tlic  a])])lication  of  tlie  law,  without  pfrmitting  any 
I'elaxation  of  its  provisions. 

The  fee  payable  for  eacli  certificate  granted  by  a  .District  Surgeon  or  other  duly 
qualified  medical  practitioner  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  has  been  fixed  b}^ 
regulation  at  10s.  6d.  Travelling  expenses  will  be  allowed  at  the  ordinary  tariff  rate 
of  7s.  6d.  per  hour,  beyond  six  miles  from  the  seat  of  Magistracy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  DE  SMIDT, 

Under  Colonial  Secretary. 

To  all  Resident  Magistrates, 


LEPROSY  REPRESSION  ACT,  1884. 

Certificate  under  Section  I.  l)y  a  District  Surgeon  or  Medical  Practitioner. 

 «  •  

District  Surgeon  of  \ 

or  Medical  Practitioner  residing  at  ) '  '  ■ " 

hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  ('-)  


residing  at  

in  the  District  of, 
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and  that  {^)  is  suffering  from  tke  disease  known  as  Leprosy,  and  that  the  fact 

that  the  said.  .  

ia  at  large  is  likely  to  spread  the  said  disease. 

Dated  at  

thi»  day  of   .189.  ....  ..  . 


(1)  Insert  full  name  of  person  oertifjring. 

(2)  Insert  full  name  of  leper. 

(3)  Insert  "  ij«  "  or  "  she  "  »s  oai*  maj 


LEPBOSy  BEPRESSIQN  ACT,  1884. 
Certific»te  under  Section  I.  by  a  Field-comet,  or  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

I(')  

Field-comet  for  the  Ward  of  | 
or  Justice  of  the  Peace  residing  at  ) 

in  the  District  of  

hereby  certify  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  that  {^)  

residing  at  ;  

in  the  District  of  

is  suffering  from  the  disease  known  as  Leprosy,  and  that  the  fact  that  the  ss^id  (*) 

is  at  large  is  likely  to  spread  the  said  disease. 

Dated  at  

this  day  of  189  



(1)  Insert  full  name  of  person  certfying. 

(2)  Insert  full  name  of  leper. 

(;!;  PprMiv^i  cHvlii'ving  to  .sign  here. 


Circular  No.  2^,  1892.] 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Grood  Hope, 

3rd  June,  1892. 

LEPROSY  EEPRESSION  ACT,  1884. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  promulgation,  on  the  17th  ultimo,  of  the  "  Leprosy 
Ilepressioii  Act,  1884,"  I  am  direr-ted  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  the  General 
Regulations  framed  by  His  Excellency  the  Groyernor  under  its  proyisions 

The  attention  of  Field-cornets  should  be  specially  directed  to  the  first  clause  of  the 
Regulations,  and  the  necessary  steps  should  be  taken  by  you  to  make  all  Police 
Constables  acquainted  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  and  tlie  Regulations. 

I  am  further  to  add,  in  connection  with  paragraph  2  of  ray  Circular  No.  21  of 
1892,  that  you  should  ascertain  and  specify,  in  everj'  instance,  in  the  report  accompany- 
ing the  certificates,  whether  or  not  the  leper  is  yoluntarily  prepared  to  be  reraoyed  to 
the  Hospital. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  DE  SMIDT, 

Und«r  Colonial  Secretary. 

To  all  Resident  Magistrates, 

Colonial  Secretary's  Ministerial  Division. 
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Circular  No.  41  of  1892.  | 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

nth  October,  1892. 

LEPERS— TEANSPOET  BY  RAIL. 

Sir,— Adverting  to  my  telegram  of  28tli  June  last,  whereby  you  were  authorised 
to  communicate  direct  with  the  Traffic  Manager  of  the  Cape  Government  Railways 
with  a  view  to  securing  the  necessary  special  accommodation  by  rail  for  the  transport 
of  lepers  on  removal  to  Robben  Island,  I  am  directed,  in  confirmmg  the  abovemen- 
tioned  arrangement,  to  state,  at  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  for  Railways,  that  in 
every  case  at  least  a  week's  notice  shoidd  be  given  to  the  Traffic  Manager  that  the  use 
of  one  of  the  special  carriages  set  apart  for  the  conveyance  of  lepers  is  required. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Yoiu"  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  DE  SMIDT, 

Under  Colonial  Secretary. 

To  all  Resident  Magistrates, 

Colonial  Secretary's  Ministerial  Division. 


Circular  No.  4-2,  1892.] 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

October  22nd,  1892. 

LEPROSY  REPRESSION  ACT,  1884. 

Sir, — In  transmitting  herewith  a  form  of  statement  to  be  rendered  to  this  Office 
in  respect  of  every  person  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  the  Leprosy  Repression 
Act,  I  am  directed  to  request  you  to  be  good  enough  to  use  every  endeavour  to  make 
the  statement  as  complete  and  accurate  as  possible  in  every  case. 

I  am,  further,  to  take  this  opportunity  of  again  calling  yom*  attention  to  the  lact 
that  the  Act  requires  that  in  every  instance,  in  addition  to  the  certificate  of  the  District 
Surgeon  or  Medical  Practitioner,  a  certificate  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  or  Field-cornet 
shall  be  furnished;  and  I  am  to  add  that  the  two  certificates  should  be  carefully 
examined  and  compared  before  despatch  with  a  view  to  the  elimination  of  any  discre- 
pancies in  the  name  and  address  of  the  leper,  and  the  insertion  of  all  required  particu- 
lars. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  DE  SMIDT, 

Under  Colonial  Secretary. 

To  all  Eesident  Magistrates, 

Colonial  Secretary's  Ministerial  Division, 


[G.  10— '94.] 
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STATEMENT  TO  BE  FORWAEDED  TO  THE  UNDER  COLONIAL 
SECRETARY  IN  RESPECT  T<J  EVERY  PERSON  DEALT  WITH 
UNDER  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  LEPROSY  REPRESSION 
ACT,  1884. 

1.  Full  Name  

Address  

2.  Sex  

3,  Age*   

4.  Raoet  

5,  (i)  Married  ;  (ii)  Widowed  ; 

(Hi)  Divorced,  or  (/r)  Never  Married  

6,  If  Married,  WidoAved,  or  Divorced  state : — 

i'l)  Name  of  Husband  or  Wife  

and  whether  he  or  she  is  or  was  a  Leper  

(h)  Number  of  Children: —  Males 

and  Females  

(c)  Whether  Children  have  been  Examined,  and  whether  any  of  them  are 
known  to  be  Leprous  


7.  If  person  dealt  with  is  a  Child,  state  whether  parents  are  living 


8.  Whether  Parents  or  Grandparents  of  Leper  are  knovirn  to  be,  or  to  have  been, 
afflicted  with  Leprosy  


9.  Any  information  as  to  the  origin  of  Disease,  if  not  inherited,  giving  fullest  parti- 
culars ascertainable  


10,  Religious  persuasion  as  far  as  known. 


11.  Whether  possessed  of  auy  property  or  not,  and,  if  so,  to  what  extent ;  or  whether 
Parents  or  Relatives  or  Friends  liave  means  to  assist  in  maintenance,  giving 
names  of  such  Parents,  Relatives,  or  Friends  


12.  Name  and  Address  of'^Relative  to  wlioni  notice  of  death  to  be  sent. 

13.  Whether  Patient  is  willing  to  be  removed  or  not  


14.  If  not,  the  reason  of  objection  t 


N.B. — Patients,  if  possessed  of  means,  (jljjecting  to  be  removed  to  an  Asylum  should  be  asked  whether 
they  can  propose  some  alternative  arrangement,  under  which  they  <^an  be  satisfactorily  segregated, 
without  extra  cost  to  the  public. 


15.  Name  of  certifying  Medical  Practitioner,  whose  certificate  is  attac'lied,+  . 


16.  Name  of  certifying  Field-cornet  or  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Avhose  certificate  is 
attached,  

Dated  at  this  

day  of  189  


Resident  Magistrate. 
District  of  


*  State  age  approximately,  if  not  accurately  known. 

t  State  whether  European  or  White,  Malay,  Hottentot,  Kafir,  Fingo,  or  other  coloured  race. 

X  If  the  patient  objects  on  the  ground  that  he  or  she  is  not  a  leper,  a  «•  cond  medical  certificate  should  be , 
obtained  and  attached:  if  for  family  reasons,  such  as  absence  of  provision,  in  case  of  removal,  for  mainten- 
ance of  wife  or  minor  children,  full  details  should  be  given,  with  an  expression  of  0)>ininn,  after  due  enquiry 
ai  to  bona  Jide»  of  patient's  representations. 

This  space  is  reserved  for  remarks  and  obssrvatione  of  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  Asjlum. 
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Circular  No.  7  of  1893.J 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Grood  Hope, 

30th  Janiiary,  1893. 

CASES  OF  LEPEOSY.— MEDICAL  PiiACTITIONERS  TO  REPORT. 

Sir, — To  expedite  the  discovery  of  any  hitherto  unreported  cases  of  leprosy,  if 
any,  that  may  exist  in  your  District,  I  am  directed  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  to 
instruct  you  to  request  the  District  Surgeon  and  all  Medical  officers  resident  in  the 
District  to  be  so  good  as  to  report  to  you,  without  delay,  anj-  cases  of  leprosy  of  which 
they  may  be  cognizant,  or  which  may  hereafter  come  under  their  notice.  This  they  are 
required  to  do  under  Section  5  of  the  "  Leprosy  Repression  Act,  1884." 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  reminding  you  that  Section  1  of  the  General  Regula- 
tions promulgated  under  the  same  Act,  by  Groverument  Notice  No.  519  of  1892,  makes 
it  the  duty  of  every  Field-cornet  and  Police  Constable  to  report  to  you  any  case  of 
Leprosy  coming  to  his  knowledge.  This  dut}-  should  be  strictly  enjoined  on  the 
persons  concerned. 

I  have  the  honoui-  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  DE  SMIDT, 

Under  Colonial  Secretary. 

To  all  Resident  Magistrates, 

Colonial  Secretary's  Ministerial  Division. 


Circular  No.  11  of  1893.] 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Grood  Hope, 

6th  March,  1892. 

LEPERS— TRANSPORT  BY  RAIL. 

Sib, — In  continuation  of  my  Circular  No.  41  of  1892, 1  am  du-ected,  at  the  request 
of  the  General  Manager  of  Railways,  to  instruct  you  in  every  ease,  in  notifying  to  the 
Traffic  Manager  that  accommodation  is  required  for  the  transport  of  Lepers  by  rail,  to 
be  careful  to  state  the  number  of  persons,  both  patients  and  attendants,  to  be  conveyed, 
distinguishing  Em'opeans  from  Coloured  Persons. 

I  have  the  honoiu-  to  be. 
Sir, 

Youi-  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  DE  SMIDT, 

Under  Colonial  Secretary. 

To  all  Resident  Magistrates, 

Colonial  Secretary's  Ministerial  Division, 


Circular  No.  4  of  1894.] 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Local  Government  and  Health  Branch, 

Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
17th  January,  1894. 

LEPROSY  REPRESSION  ACT  1884— ENDORSEMENT  OF  WARRANTS. 

Sir, — In  forwarding  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  the  additional 
General  Regulation  under  the  "Leprosy  Repression  Act,  1884,''  published  by  Government 

b  2 
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Notice  No.  1157  of  1893,  and  relating  to  the  endorseniout  of  Warrants  issued  under 
the  Act  for  the  removal  of  lepers  to  Robben  Island,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that 
in  the  event  of  any  leper  for  Avhose  removal  you  have  received  a  Warrant  leaving  your 
district  for  another  before  it  can  be  executed,  you  should,  if  his  whereabouts  are  known 
to  you,  endorse  and  forward  the  Warrant  without  delay  to  the  Magistrate  concerned  ; 
informing  him  at  the  same  time  of  all  details  ascertainable  as  to  the  exact  address  of 
the  fugitive,  and  notifying  to  this  office  what  you  have  done. 

I  Jiave  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  DE  SMIDT, 

Under  Colonial  Secretary. 

To  all  Resident  Magistrates, 

Colonial  Secretary's  Ministerial  Division. 


Return  showing  the  number  of  lepers  removed  from  each  district  of  the  Colony 
to  Robben  Island  from  the  date  of  the  promulgation  of  the  "  Leprosy  Repression  Act, 
1884,"  to  the  31st  March,  1894. 


Cape   56 

Malmesbury   27 

Paarl  '   22 

Stellenbosch   21 

Somerset  West   18 

Wynberg   18 

Kimberley   16 

Albany   lo 

Caledon   15 

Bedford   14 

Fort  Beaufort   14 

Piquetberg   11 

East  London   10 

Humausdcrp   10 

Herbert    9 

Queen's  Town   9 

Cradoek   8 

GrraafE-Reinet   8 

  8 

..  ..   7 

Stockenstrom   7 

Alexandria   6 

Barkly  West   6 

Catlieart   6 

Ceres   6 

Colesberg   6 

Hay   6 

Mossel  Bay   6 

Worcester   6 

Aliwal  North   5 

Clanvvilliam   5 

Port  Elizabeth   5 

Tulbagh   5 

King  William's  Town   4 

Murraysburg   4 

Stutterheim   4 

Komgha   3 

River  sdale   3 


Uitenhage  . 
Oudtshoorn 


George  

Knysna  

Prieska  

Peddie  

Robertson  .  . .  . 
Simon's  Town. 
St.  Mark's  .  . .  , 
Barkly  East.  ,. 

Bathurst  

Hope  Town .  . . 
Jansenville .  . .  , 

Kenhardt  

Middelburg  .  . , 


]S1  amaqualand  .... 

Swellendam  

Aberdeen  

Albert  

Beaufort  West. .  . . 

Bredasdorp  

Calviuia  

Carnarvon  

Fraserburg  

Grlen  Grrey  

Haiiover  

Hers  eb  el  

Ladismith  

Philip's  Town.  . .  . 

Port  Nolloth  

Prince  Albert  

Richmond  

Steynsbiu'g  

Sutherland  

Tarka  

Union  dale  

Van  Rhyn's  Dorp. 

Victoria  East  

Victoria  West  . .  . . 
Willowmore  


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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^BEEDEetum  tehowing  tlie  number  of  reputed  eases  of  leprosy  reported  to  be  outstandin, 
in  the  various  districts  of  tlie  Colony,  and  not  dealt  with  under  tlin  Act  on  the  31st 
March,  1804:— 

Ntimber  of 

District.  Lepers. 

Alexandria   7 

Barkly  West   4 

Bedford  ,   1 

George   1 

Glen  Grey   21 

King  William's  Town   71 

Malmesbuiy   1 

Mossel  Buy   1 

Paarl   1 

Peddie  ,   17 

Queenstown   4 

Riveisdale   2 

Simon's  Town   1 

Stellenboseh   3 

Stoekenstrom..'   2 

Van  Rhyn's  Dorp   1 

Yietoria  East   7 

Wynberg                 ,   5 


150 


This  return  is  eompilod  from  returns  furnished  by  the  resident  magistrates  giving 
the  number  of  reputed  le]^^>ers  at  large  in  each  district  on  the  31st  March,  1894.  It  can 
only  be  accepted  as  an  approximate  statement.  In  many  instances  the  alleged  lepers 
have  not  been  examined  yet,  while  in  others  the  necessary  steps  are  being  taken  with  a 
view  to  the  issue  of  warrants  for  removal  to  Robben  Island. 


,  Office  of  the  Chief  Magistrate, 

Tembuland,  oth  May,  1894. 

ADMISSI0N8  INTO  EN  J  AMY  AN  A  LEPER  ASYLUM. 

n333"SiR, — With  reference  to  your  Letter  No.  2/150,  of  the  16th  ultimo,  I  have  the 
honour  to  enclose  Return  showing  the  number  of  lepers  admitted  into  the  Leper 
Asylum  at  Eujamyana,  distinguishing  males  and  females. 

The  Resident  Magistrate,  Engcobo,  reports  that  none  have  died  or  been  discharged 
from  the  Asylum,  aiid  also  that  none  of  the  inmates  are  detained  under  warrant,  all  of 
them  having  entered  the  Asylum  voluntarily. 

I  liave  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
(Signed)       C.  J.  SWEENEY,  A. CM. 


The  Under  Secretary  for  Native  Affairs, 
Cape  Town. 
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[Copy.] 

Cape  Town, 

March  12th,  1804. 

No  88. 

SiK, — I  am  directed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Leprosy  Commission  to  request  that 
youTvill  be  good  enough  to  furnish  any  letters  of  complaint  from  lepers  upon  the  subject 
of  the  drunkenness  of  attendants  on  Eobben  Island,  and  also  the  depositions  made  by 
Mr.  Tappe,  formerly  bar-keeper  on  the  island,  as  to  the  drunkenness  of  certain  officials, 
jnade  about  October  or  November  last  at  Dr.  Inipey's  office. 

I  Iiave  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 

Yoiu'  obedient  Servant, 

W.  S.  FLETCHER, 
Secretary. 

The  Under  Colonial  Secretary. 


[Copy.] 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 
Cape  Town, 

23rd  May,  1894. 

S  1900/957 

Sir, — I  find  that  your  letter  of  the  12th  March  last  has  not  yet  been  answered.  I 
may,  however,  mention  that  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  had  an  interview  with  the 
Chairman  of  the  Commission  on  the  subject  thereof. 

It  will  be  convenient  to  place  on  record  the  fact  that  upon  being  referred  to.  Dr. 
Impey  reported  on  that  letter  as  follows  : — 

"  I  do  not  recollect  having  received  any  letters  from  the  lepers  complaining  of  thtr 
drunkenness  of  the  leper  attendants.  Some  anonymous  letters  have  been  addressed  to 
the  Colonial  Office  on  the  subject  and  have  been  forwarded  to  me  for  report.  The 
-depositions  made  by  Mr.  Tappe  were  taken  down  in  shorthand  ;  the  enquiry  was  held 
by  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  not  by  me.    I  have  not  seen  the  records. 

"  The  enquiry  lield  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  myself  was  conducted  in  camera. 
Suitable  action  was  taken  at  that  time  as  explained  to  the  Chairman,  and  the  matter 
dealt  with  in  accordance  Avith  the  regulations  of  the  service." 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  DE  SMIDT, 

Under  Colonial  Secretary. 

'The  Secretary  Leprosy  Commission. 


PRECIS  OF  CORRESPONDENCE  RELATING  TO  CERTAIN  NON-LEPROUS 
PERSONS  LATELY  CONFINED  ON  ROBBEN  ISLAND. 

On  the  12th  September  Dr.  Impey  wrote  as  follows  : — 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  certificates  signed  by  Dr.  Todd  and 
myself,  re  the  following  patients,  not  suffering  from  leprosy  : — 

1.  Emily  Peterson. 

2.  Mary  Ann  Kerr. 

3.  Barend  Tango. 

4.  RaTTiazeur. 
0.  David. 

6.  Lys  Joubert. 

I  should  like  instructions  regarding  the  discharge  of  these  j^atients." 

I  have  the  lionour,  Sic., 


(Signed)  S.  P.  IMPEY. 
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This  was  the  first  intimation  that  was  received  by  tliis  Ottice  that  any  non-leproii3- 
;)ases  were  being  detained  on  Eobben  Island. 

The  matter  was  at  once  brought  before  the  Governor  iu  Council,  and  wan-ants 
were  issued  on  19th  September  for  the  discharge  of  these  persons,  and  on  the  same 
date  Dr.  Impey  was  written  to  on  the  subjt^et,  and  asked  to  explain  how  it  had  occm-red 
that  these  people  had  been  certified  to  and  kept  on  the  island ;  also,  as  in  certain  of 
the  cases  the  certificates  of  non-leprosy  were  incomplete  as  regards  dates,  &c.,  he  was 
asked  to  amend  these  where  necessary  ;  and  it  may  here  be  mentioned  that  Dr.  Impey 
not  only  amended  these  cei-tificates,  but  also  took  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of 
altering  the  original  certificates  of  leprosy  granted  by  himself  in  respect  of  two  of  the 
cases,  Emily  Petersen  and  Mary  Ann  Kerr,  on  which  the  Grovernor's  waiTants  for 
detention  had  been  issued,  by  inserting  the  word  "  not,"  therebj-  completely  changing 
the  meaning  of  them,  and  making  it  appear  that  the  warrants  had  been  issued  in. 
respect  of  cases  certified  by  him  to  be  not  suffering  from  leprosy. 

From  this  point  it  will  be  best  to  deal  with  the  case  of  each  patient  separately^ 
instead  of  considering  them  together  in  the  order  of  the  correspondence. 

1.  Emily  Petersen. 

IWi  September,  1893. — Dr.  Impey  was  reminded  that  as  far  back  as  the  I2th 
June,  1892,  he  certified  this  ease  to  be  Leprosy  and  a  danger  to  the- 
eommunity,  and  wa3  asked  for  an  explanation  as  to  the  discrepancy 
between  his  certificate  of  then  and  now. 

2Z>'d  September,  1893. —  Dr.  Impey  replies:  The  case  was  admitted  in  1890. 
When  he  was  acting  as  Medical  Superintendent  on  the  Island  in  the- 
room  of  Dr.  Dixon  he  drew  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  fact 
that  she  was  not  a  leper.  The  medical  \isitors  were  appointed  to  examine 
her,  which  they  did,  reporting  that  she  A\  as  a  leper .  Dr.  Impey  took  no 
further  steps  in  the  matter  though  his  opinion  was  unchanged.  In  1892 
he  certified  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  visitors,  ^\]xo,  at  that  time, . 
he  imagined  were  more  competent  to  judge  of  the  disease  than  he  was,, 
who  had  had  comparatively  little  experience  in  leprosy. 

\Wi  October,  1893. — Dr.  Impey  was  asked  to  furnish  full  particulars  as  to 
the  circumstances  under  which,  and  the  dates  when  he  made  these 
representations  to  Government,  together  with  the  names  of  the  medical 
visitors  appointed  to  examine  the  case,  and  the  date  on  ^\'hich  this  was 
done.  He  was  also  informed  that  the  Colofiial  Secretary  learned  \\-ith  surprise 
that  he  had  sacrificed  his  own  judgment  in  so  important  a  matter  to 
that  of  any  other  person,  however  competent  he  may  have  thought  that 
person  to  be,  and  so  far  to  have  sm-rendered  himself  as  to  sign  his  name 
to  an  opinion  as  being  his  own,  which  at  the  same  time  he  did  not  hold ; 
and,  further,  that  the  Colonial  Secretary  could  not  but  feel  that  such  a 
proceeding  was  far  worse  than  any  other  error  in  diagnosis  on  his  part 
could  have  been,  more  especially  in  view  of  the  high  and  responsible 
position  which  he  held, 

23r(iJ  October. — Dr.  Impey  replied  : — 

"  In  1891,  when  I  was  acting  for  Dr.  Dixon  here,  I  found  that  several 
of  the  patients  in  the  Leper  Wards  were  not  lepers,  and  that  others  were 
fit  for  discharge.  I  reported  the  matter  to  you  on  the  28th 
May,  letter  16/416,  and  asked  for  instructions;  to  which  you  replied  on 
the  3rd  June,  1891,  letter  1412/618,  asking  me  for  a  list  of  the  names  of 
the  patients.  This  I  did,  under  cover  of  my  letter  16/640,  of  the  9th 
June.  On  June  18th,  letter  No.  1572/811,  you  asked  for  further  par- 
ticulars and  papers  which  I  could  not  give.  I  heard  nothing  further 
about  the  matter  until  the  8th  August,  Avhen  the  Medical  Board  visited 
the  island.  They  informed  me  that  they  have  been  commissioned  by  you 
to  examine  certain  cases  which  I  had  reported  as  not  being  lepers.  The 
members  of  the  Board  Avho  visited  on  that  day  were  Drs.  Parson, 
Abererombie,  Landsberg,  lioux,  and  Douglas.  They  examined  the  cases,, 
and  reported  to  you  on  the  15th  of  the  same  month.  They  (through 
the  Secretary)  reported  rc  Emily  Petersen  '  of  the  case  Emily  Peterson 
in  their  opinion  there  is  neither  any  doubt  that  she  is  sufEering  from 
Leprosy.'  I  thought  that  I  might  be  mistaken  in  my  diagnosis,  and 
that  they  were  able  to  see  signs  of  Leprosy  which  I  could  not  detect.  I 
therefore  bowed  to  the  decision  of  the  Board  of  Medical  men  whom  you 
sent  over  to  decide'  the  matter,  and  certified  accordingly.  It  was  only 
when  I  had  carefully  studied  the  disease  in  its  various  forms  that  I  could 
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definiioly  saj  tlmt  my  opinion  of  the  ease  was  the  correct  one,  and  that 
t'he  members  of  the  Board  were  wrong.  I  am  of  opinion  tliat,  under  the 
circumstances,  I  was  justified  in  certifying  as  I  did,  though  I  admit  that 
1  slionhl  perhaps  have  stated  in  my  certificate  that  I  had  certified  in 
deference  to  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Medical  men  y\h.o  had  been 
appointed  to  report  upon  the  case." 
7t/i  November. — Dr.  Impey  was  asked  to  furnish,  as  there  appeared  to  be  one 
or  two  ommissions  in  tJie  records  of  this  Office  in  regard  to  tlie  papers  h« 
referred  to  in  connection  witli  tlie  case,  copies  of  all  correspondence  and 
reports  and  certificates  in  his  possession  on  the  subject. 

These  paper's  are  attached.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  Dr.  Impey  was  acting  for 
Dr.  Dixon  at  the  time  he  wrote  (May  28tli,  1891),  pointing  out  that  Emily  Peterson 
and  some  others  were  not  lepers.  Dr.  Dixon  had,  liowever,  resiimed  duty  at  the  time 
the  report  of  the  Medical  Board  was  forwarded  to  the  island  (17th  August,  1891),  and 
hence  in  the  correspondence  he  comments  upon  the  report  and  not  Dr.  Impey ;  fm'ther, 
Dr.  Impey  did  not  certify  that  Emily  Petei-sen  was  a  leper  until  the  12th  June,  1892, 
following. 

2.  Mary  Ann  Kerr. 

According  to  the  certificate  furnished  by  Dr.  Impey,  in  his  letter  of  the  12th 
(September,  Mary  Ann  Kerr  was  stated  to  be  suffering  from  tlie  effects 
of  tertiai'y  sypliilis.  Dr.  Todd  certifying  tliat  she  had  been  affected  with 
syphilis.  Accordingly  on  the  19t]i  8e]:)tember  Dr.  Impey  was  asked  on 
what  date  the  disease  was  found  to  be  syphilis,  was  the  disease  allowed 
to  pursue  its  course  imchecked  up  to  that  date,  and  whether  the  disease 
was  now  cured  -this  latter  being  asked  as  I)r.  Impey  certified  that  she 
iiTiH  then  suffering  from  syphilis,  while  Dr.  Todd  certified  that  slie  luul 
been  so  suffering. 

On  the         Sepfeuiher  Dr.  Impey  replied  that  when  admitted  in  February, 
1892,  she  was   suffering   from   tertiary   syphilis,  whieli   has  almost 
completely  destroyed  her  face.    In  sj-philitic  leprosy,  the  symptoms  of 
leprosy  being  often  masked  by  the  ravages  of  syphilis,  it  is  only  after  a 
prolonged  treatment  of  mercury,  &c.,  tliat  such  a  case  can  be  definitely 
proved  to  be  suffering  from  leprosy  in  addition  to  syphilis ;  she  was 
accordingly  treated  for  syphilis,  and  placed  imder  observation.  When 
the  syphilitic  symptoms  disappeared  and  the  sores  healed,  it  was  found 
that,  with  the  exception  of  the  sears,  she  was  clean. 
On  the  19///  Oefoher  Dr.  Impey  w  as  informed  that  he  had  omitted  to  state  in 
regard  to  this  patient  ir//ej/  it  was  discovered  that  she  was  suffering  from 
syphilis  ;  and  he  was  further  asked  to  furnish  the  date  on  which  she  ^\'a3 
placed  under  a  course  of  treatment  for  syphilis,  and  it  was  pointed  out  to 
him  that  his  argument  in  regard  to  this  case  would  be  a  good  one  had  it 
been  one  of  leprosy;   if  such  reasoning  as  his  were  sound,  then  all 
syphilitics  should  be  detained  until  it  was  found  that  they  were  not  lepers. 
On  the  2dnl  October  Dr.  Impey  replied : — 

"  I  cannot  say  definitely  when  this  case  was  put  upon  anti-syphilitic  treat- 
ment, but  it  was  within  a  very  short  time  of  her  admission  in  February, 
1892.  When  Dr.  Todd  arrived  in  January,  1893,  she  was  still  using 
the  medicine,  and  was  then  almost  cured  of  syphilis." 
To  this  we  replied  on  Noreiiiher  7th  that  "  if  it  was  the  case  that  the  patient 
was  in  January,  1893,  after  close  on  a  year's  anti-syphilitic  treatment, 
nearh/  cured  of  the  disease,  it  ought  surely  at  that  time  to  have  been  easy 
for  you  to  have  eliminated  the  question  of  leprosy,  or  at  the  very  least  to 
have  notified  to  this  Office  the  grave  doubts  you  had  already,  it  woiild 
seem,  for  long  entertained  as  to  the  existence  of  leprosy  instead  of 
delaying  for  another  eight  months,  until  the  12th  September  last,  before 
doing  so." 

And   he  was    further  called   upon  for  an  explanation   as  to.  how  he 

reconciled  his  action  with  the  facts  stated. 
On  the  28///  November,  after  a  fiu'ther  letter  reminding  him  that  he  had  not 

given  the  information,  he  replied  :— "  I  have  nothing  further  to  add  re 

tliis  case  ;  when  I  considered  that  she  was  not  suffering  from  leprosy,  I 

rcpoi'ted  the  matter  to  the  Colonial  Ofiice." 
With  regard  to  this  case  it  may  be  mentioned  that  Dr.  Impey  certified  her  on 

the  29th  July,  1892,  as  suffering  from  leprosy,  and  likely  to  spread  the 

disease. 

[G.IO— '94.]  c 
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These  certificates,  granted  in  this  and  other  cases,  were  required  when  the  Leprosy- 
Act  was  pixt  in  force,  and  were  not  mere  formal  documents,  but  were  only  supposed  to 
be  given  after  careful  personal  examination  by  Dr.  Impey  himself,  he  being  specially 
paid  for  the  duty  in  each  case. 

3.  Barend  Tengo. 

This  patient  was  originally  admitted  to  the  island  from  Malmesbury  by 
warrant  dated  IWi  October,  1892. 

On  the  12fh  September,  1893,  Dr.  Impey  certified,  in  connection  with  his 
letter  of  that  date  before  mentioned,  that  he  was  not  suffering  from 
leprosy,  but  disease  of  the  great  toe,  while  Dr.  Todd  certified  merely 
that  he  was  not  suffering  from  leprosy. 

On  the  19/A  September  Dr.  Impey  was  asked  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
disease  of  the  great  toe,  and  was  this  mistaken  for  leprosy  ?  He  was 
also  informed  that  his  certificate  was  undated,  while  Dr.  Todd  fiirnished 
no  information  as  to  the  actual  nature  of  the  disease. 

On  the  23>'(/  September  he  replied  : — 

"  This  patient  injured  the  great  toe  of  his  right  foot  some  years  ago  by 
running  into  it  a  fishbone.  The  toe  was  amputated  by  Dr.  Parson  in 
1890.    I  cannot  tell  if  the  stump  of  the  toe  was  mistaken  for  leprosy." 

On  the  19//*  October  Dr.  Impey  was  informed  that  it  had  been  inferred  from 
his  certificate  that  the  person  was  suffering  from  disease  of  the  great  toe  ; 
as  this  now  appears  from  his  letter  not  to  have  been  the  case,  he  was 
asked  to  state  "from  what  niplady,  if  any,  this  man  was  suffering  while 
on  the  island." 

On  the  2^rd  October,  in  reply  to  tliis  letter.  Dr.  Impey  enclosed  a  statement 
from  Dr.  Todd  to  the  effect  tliat  "when  this  patient  was  admitted  he 
had  a  small  sinus  over  the  meta-tarsal  bone  of  his  great  toe ;  the  fact  of 
the  toe  being  gone,  and  a  sinus  existing  on  its  site  evidently  caused  the 
en'or  of  diagnosis  made  by  "the  certifying  medical  man.  On  communi- 
cating with  Dr,  Parson,  who  amputated  the  toe,  he  informed  me  that 
he  was  certainly  not  of  opinion  that  the  man  was  a  leper,  as  he  would 
not  have  been  admitted  to  the  New  Somerset  Hospital  had  he  been  con- 
sidered to  be  one." 

To  this  Dr.  Impey  adds  : — 

"  I  have  notliing  further  to  report  than  what  Dr.  Todd  states." 

On  the  7th  November  we  asked  Dr.  Impey,  in  reference  to  this  case,  to  supply 
the  exact  dates  upon  which  tlie  patient  was  admitted  to  the  island,  and 
on  which  doubts  arose  as  to  his  being  a  leper ;  to  which  Dr.  Impey 
replied  on  28th  November :  — 

"  Barend  Tango  was  admitted  on  18th  November,  1892.  I  cannot 
give  you  the  exact  dates  on  which  doubts  arose  as  to  his  not  being 
a  leper.    I  have  reported  all  I  can  tell  you  of  the  case." 

Thus  this  case  was  retained  on  the  island  as  a  leper  for  a  year  (all  but  a  few  days  ] 
though  having  no  disease  except  the  badly  healed  stump  of  a  great  toe  amputate  ■ 
three  j'ears  before,  and  of  which  operation  there  was  a  clear  history  with  every  oppor" 
tunity  for  obtaining  full  particulars  from  the  surgeon  who  operated. 

What  excuse  can  there  be  for  making  a  prolonged  mistake  of  this  kind  ? 

4.  Eamazeur. 

This  patient  was  admitted  from  Barkly  West  under  warrant  dated  25th  April, 
1893,  and  was  certified  to  by  the  late  Dr.  Harrhj-. 

On  the  12//i!  September,  1893,  as  before  mentioned,  Dr.  Impey  certified  that  he 
was  not  suffering  from  leprosj^,  as  also  did  Dr.  Todd,  who  added  in  his 
certificate  that  lie  had  been  burnt,  &c. 

On  the  \Wi  September,  Dr.  Impey  was  asked  from  what  disease  mistaken  for 
leprosy  this  man  was  or  had  been  suffering ;  and  he  s  was  aked  whether 
the  cicatrix  of  the  burn  had  been  mistaken  for  the  disease,  and  if  so  it 
Avas  suggested  that  there  must  have  been  a  clear  history  of  its  occurrence, 
and  whether  or  not  the  part  was  ansBsthetic  at  the  time. 

On  the  23;y^  September,  Dr.  Impey  replied : — 

"  Eamazeur.  This  patient  some  years  ago  became  intoxicated  through 
smoking  Indian  hemp ;  whilst  in  this  state  he  fell  into  a  fire  and  got 
burnt ;  when  admitted  he  Avas  suffering  fi-om  ulceration  of  the  cicatripes 
which  have  now  healed.    On  admission  he  was  placed  under  observation. 
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I  caunot  tell  if  the  buru  was  mistaken  fur  lejirusy.  lie  was  admitted  on 
•  the  24th  July,  and  not  as  you  state  nearly  five  months  ago." 
On  the  19^//  Octoher,  Dr.  Impey  was  informed  that,  with  regard  to  this  case, 
his  explanations,  so  far  as  they  affected  himself,  might  be  accepted ;  but 
although  not  admitted  \intil  the  24th  July,  the  case  was  certified  to 
nearly  five  mouths  before. 

S.  David. 

This  patient  was  originally  admitted  from  Colesberg  under  warrant  dated 
31st  August,  1892,  having  been  certified  to  by  the  District  Surgeon,  Dr. 
Riordan. 

On  the  12^A  Scptcmhrr,  1893,  Dr.  Inipey  certified  that  he  was  not  suffering 
from  leprosy  but  lupus,  Dr.  Todd  supplying  a  ceitifieate  to  the  same 
effect,  except  that  he  stated  that  he  had  lost  his  nose  and  upper  lip  from 
lupus. 

On  the  19^A  Sepfeuihcr  Dr.  Impey  was  asked  when  it  was  first  discovered  that 
this  case  was  a  simple  one  of  lupoid  ulceration,  and  whether  the  disease 
was  now  cured. 

On  the  23rd  Dr.  Impey  replied  that  David  was  admitted  in  September,  1892, 
and  the  case  was  then  certified  to  by  Dr.  Stubbs,  Assistant  Medical 
Officer,  as  anfesthetic  leprosy.  Dr.  Impey's  special  attention  not  being 
drawn  to  the  case  until  May,  1893,  and  that  the  disease  lupus  was  cured. 

On  the  19/A  October  Dr.  Imjiey  was  reminded  that  he  had  not  answered  the 
question  put  to  him  on  the  10th  Sejitember  as  to  when  this  case  was 
found  to  be  one  of  simple  lupus. 

To  this  Dr.  Impey  replied  on  the  23r(l  October,  enclosing  a  statement  by  Dr. 
Todd  to  the  effect  that  this  case  was  found  to  be  one  of  simple  lupus  on 
the  18th  August,  1893,  when  his  case  was  taken.  On  his,  Dr.  Todd's, 
arrival  on  the  island  he  found  that  at  most  about  20  cases  of  the  male 
lepers  had  been  written  up.  He  had  since  written  up  the  cases  in  his 
spare  moments,  but  owing  to  the  extent  of  his  dutie=i,  he  had  beeu 
unable  to  write  the  cases  up  before,  and  it  was  not  until  he  came  to 
examine  him  in  order  to  write  up  his  case  on  that  date  that  he  found  it 
to  be  one  of  lupoid  ulceration. 

To  these  remarks  Dr.  Impey  adds  that  he  fully  endorses  what  Dr.  Todd  says 
under  this  head,  and  he  goes  on  to  complain  of  the  extent  of  the  work 
that  has  to  be  performed  by  liini  and  his  Assistant  Medical  Officer. 

With  this  letter  Dr.  Imjiey  returned  the  certificates  relating  to  this  patient, 
and  it  was  then  found  on  reference  to  them  that  his  statements  made  in 
regard  to  it  were  somewhat  at  variance  with  the  facts  of  the  case  therein 
disclosed.    Therefore  ou  November  7th  he  was  written  to  as  follows : — 

"  David. — With  reference  to  this  patient,  Dr.  Todd  admits  in  his 
report,  dated  the  21st  ultimo,  which  you  enclose  in  your  letter  under 
reply,  that  he  overlooked  the  true  nature  of  the  disease  until  he 
came  to  examine  the  case  and  write  it  up  in  his  case-book,  and  he 
gives  as  a  reason  for  the  oversiglit  that  he  has  an  undue  amount  of 
work  to  perform ;  and  you,  in  your  letter,  state  that  you  fully 
endorse  these  remarks.  I  am,  however,  directed  to  recall  your 
memory  to  certain  facts  in  relation  to  this  case ;  and,  in  doing  so,  I 
am  to  ask  you  for  a  comjilete  explanation  of  your  action  and  state- 
ments at  each  stage  of  the  proceedings,  which  I  have  marked 
respectively  (a),  {/i),  (c),  and  (d) ; — • 

(a)  On  the  21st  September,  18!)2,  3-ou  wrote  to  this  office 
slating  that  another  patient  (David)  had  been  sent  to  the  island 
to  the  leper  wards  who  was  not  a  leper,  and  you  enclosed  in  confirma- 
tion of  your  statement  a  certificate  from  Dr.  P.  T.  Stubbs  that  '  David  ' 
was  suffering  from  lupus,  and  had  no  sign  or  symptom  of  the  disease 
known  as  leprosy. 

"  Accordingly,  on  the  recommendation  of  Ministers,  the 
Governor  ordered,  and  you  were  instructed  that  the  man  should  be 
kept  under  observation  for  a  period  of  two  mouths  and  then  dis- 
charged if  he  were  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  leprosy. 

"  (/')  At  the  end  of  this  period  of  observation,  on  the  16th 
December,  1892,  you  wrote  that  you  had  r/tji/hi  r.nm/iiied  the  patient 
and  found  that  he  irns  suffering  from  leprosy,  and  ytu  enclosed  a 
certificate  from  youi'self  to  that  effect,  and  on:)  from  Dr.  Stubbsj 
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stating  that  lie  showed  sigus  of  the  disease,  whereupon  you  were 
tohl,  on  the  'iUth  Deeeniber,  th;it  no  fui'ther  action  was  necessary. 

"  (c)  On  the  12th  8opterahcr,  1893,  or  nine  months  latter,  you 
write  saying  that  David  is  not  a  k^per,  and  should  he  discharged, 
enclosing  a  certificate  from  yourself  to  the  effect  that  he  is  suffering 
from  lupus,  and  one  from  Dr.  Todd  of  the  same  tenor.  You  do 
not,  however,  iu  any  Avay  refer  to  the  previous  correspondence  and 
action  taken  in  regard  to  this  patient,  which  evidently  must  at  the 
time  have  been  recalled  to  your  memory,  as  my  letter  of  the  15th 
October,  1892,  informing  you  of  the  Governor's  decision  that  the 
patient  should  be  kept  under  observation  for  a  period  of  two  months, 
was  attached  to  the  certificates  relating  to  the  case  which  were  for- 
wai'ded  by  you  iu  yom'  letter. 

"  (d)  Again,  on  the  23rd  Sejitember,  1893,  iu  reply  to  luy 
question,  as  to  /rhcn  it  iras  first  diacovercd  that  tliin  man  ira^  st([l'crin(j 
from  lupus  and  not  leprosy,  you  write  as  follows:  — 

" '  David  was  admitted  in  September,  1892,  and  was  examined 
by  Dr.  Stubbs, '  who  certified  that   he  was  suffering  from 
aupestbetic  leprosy.    I  may  mention  that  the  leper  patients,  on 
being  landed,  are  all  examined  at  once  by  the  Assistant  Medical 
Officer,  who  sends  in  a  certificate  to  me.    In  doubtful  cases  he 
gets  my  opinion  before  certifying.    Dr.  Stubbs  evidently  had 
no  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and  my  special 
attention  was  not  drawn  to  the  case  until  May  this  year,  when 
he  was  placed  under  observation.' 
"  With  reference  to  this  extract,  I  am  to  ask  yoti  to  ex})lain  particu- 
larly how  you  reconcile  the  statements  therein  made  with  the  facts 
as  shown  by  the  correspondence,  namely:  — 

"  (1)  That  Dr.  Stubbs  examined  the  case  on  admission,  and 
certified  (21st  September,  1892)  that  the  case  was  one  of  lupus 
(not  anfesthetic  leprosy). 

"  (2)  That  your  special  attention  was  drawn  to  the  case,  and 
that  you  made  a  special  examination  of  the  man  on  the  16th 
December,  1892. 

"  (3)  That  Dr.  Todd — iu  whose  remarks  you  say,  in  the  letter 
mider  reply,  you  con  cm' — -states  that  no  observation  was  taken 
of  the  patient  during  his  term  of'  ofiice  by  himself,  and  there- 
fore, presumably,  not  by  anyone  else  until  the  18th  August 
last. 

"  The  ouly  reply  that  Dr.  Inipcy  has  been  able  to  make  to  the 
important  questioiis  put  to  him  is  by  his  letter  dated  ■•c8th  November, 
as  follows  : — 

"  '  David.-T— I  cannot  explain  my  action  in  this  matter  excopt  by 
rejieatiug  that  you  expect  too  much  from  the  two  medical  men. 
Since  my  assumption  of  duty  here,  the  lepers  lave  been  for- 
warded to  the  island  in  large  munbers,  and  it  is  impossible  for 
two  men  to  do  justice  to  each  case.  The  cases  were  uot  written 
up.  I  cannot  be  expected  to  remember  the  names  of  all  the 
lepers  admitted,  or  every  fact  connected  with  their  history.  It 
was  only  when  each  case  was  thoroughly  examined  for  case 
taking  that  any  errors  which  had  crept  in  Avere  discovered.'  " 

Lys  Joubert. 

This  patieut  was  admitted  from  Malmesbury  under  warrant  dated  2oth  J uly , 
1893 ;  she  was  certified  to  by  the  District  Surgeon,  Dr.  A.  J.  T.  lioux. 

Ou  the  VWt  Septe/i/bcr,  as  before  stated,  Dr.  Impey  certified  that  he  had 

examined  her  and  found  that  she  was  not  suffering  from  leprosy.  Dr. 

Todd  certifying  to  the  same  effect. 
On  the  19t/t  Scj)triji/jf'r  Dr.  Impey  was  asked  : — 

"  If  not  suffering  from  leprosy,  from  what  disease  is  or  has  she  been 

suffering  and  which  has  been  mistaken  for  leprosy." 
Ou  the  '2Srd,  Scptemher  Dr.  Impey  replied  : — 

"  This  woman  when  admitted  was  suffering  from  a  black  eye,  the  effects 

from  a  blow  from  ber  husbaml,  otherwise  she  was  perfectly  well-  I 

cannot  tell  why  she  was  sent  over." 
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On  the  V^th  October  Im^Qy  asked  to  siipply  "  complete  particulars 
from  the  time  of  arrival  of  this  woman  ou  the  island  to  her  discharge, 
as  to  the  observations  made  on  her  ccuditiou,  their  frequency  and 
by  whom  made,  the  manner  in  which,  from  first  to  last,  she  was  dealt 
with,  and  the  treatment,  if  any,  adopted." 

And  the  case  was  commented  upon  as  follows  : — 

"  It  is  scarcely  conceivable  that  any  person  coidd  be  detained  for  even  a 
day  on  the  island  as  a  leper  who  in  yoiu'  words,  '  wlien  admitted  was 
suffering  from  a  black  eye,  the  effects  of  a  blow  from  her  husband, 
otherwise  she  was  perfectly  well.'  " 

To  this  Dr.  Impey  replied  on  the         October — 

"  In  this  case  we  could  detect  no  signs  of  leprosy,  but  the  case  was 
accompanied  by  certificates  from  a  qualified  medical  man,  to  whose 
opinion  some  deference  should  be  paid.  Instead,  therefore,  of  at  once 
rejecting  the  case,  we  put  her  under  observation,  and  it  was  only  after 
carefully  examining  the  ease  repeatedly  that  we  coidd  definitively  certify 
that  she  was  not  a  leper." 

In  reply  to  this  on  the  7th  November  Dr.  Impey  was  informed  that  "  while 
accepting  your  and  Dr.  Todd's  explanations  regarding  this  case, 
I  am  to  instruct  you  in  futm'e  whenever  any  doubt  arises  in  the  mind  of 
yourself  or  of  the  assistant  medical  officer  as  to  whether  any  leper  on 
the  island  is  really  suffering  from  leprosy,  to  immediately  commvmicate 
the  fidl  facts  of  the  case  to  this  office.  Under  no  circumstances  must 
this  instruction  be  neglected  in  future." 

7.  James  Thomas. 

On  the  281h  November  Dr.  Impey  wrote  as  follows : — ■ 

"  With  reference  to  the  last  paragraph  of  your  letter  No.  8/;5453/748  of 
7tli  instant,  rc  non-leprous  patients,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you 
that  when  I  reported  the  non-leprous  patients  in  May,  1891,  I  included 
in  the  list  a  man  named  James  Thomas,  who  was  in  my  opinion  not 
suffering  from  leprosy.  The  Medical  Committee  examined  him  with  tlie 
others  and  pronounced  him  to  be  suffering  from  leprosy.  I  certified 
him  with  others  similarly  reported  iipon  when  the  Act  came  into  force ; 
but  I  have  kept  him  apart  from  the  lepers  ever  since.  He  has  had  a 
room  in  the  village  and  has  no  connection  with  the  lepers  except  that 
his  food  is  drawn  by  Mr.  Fitch,  and  sent  to  him  ;  he  is  not  a  leper.  I 
would  recommend  him  being  kept  in  his  present  quarters  and  treated  as 
a  pauper.    He  will  not  hear  of  leaving  the  island." 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  Dr.  Impey,  although  believing  this  man  to  be  non- 
leprous,  deliberately  issued  and  signed  a  certificate  to  the  effect  tliat  he  was  suffering 
from  leprosy  and  likely  to  spread  the  disease.  On  this  certificate  a  Oovernor's  war- 
rant was  issued  for  his  detention  cni  tlie  island  ;  yet,  while  giving  this  certificate.  Dr. 
Impey  kept  the  patient  apart  from  the  other  lepers  and  allowed  him  at  large  among 
^he  healthy  inhabitants  of  the  island. 


[Copy.] 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

'•31st  October,  1892. 

8/809/338A. 

DOUBTFUL  CA8ES  OF  LEPE08Y. 

SiK,— With  reference  to  a  letter  dated  Ith  instant,  from  the  Medical  Superinten- 
dent, Kobben  Island,  reporting  the  arrival  of  a  patient  for  fhe  leper  as\-luin 
named  Adam  Adams,  in  whose  case  there  is  considerable  doubt  as  to  Avhetlier  the  "man 
is  a  leper,  I  am  directed  to  instruct  you  to  examine  all  the  leper  patients  ou  their 
arrival  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  en  route  to  liobben  Island,  and  if  in  any  case  the 
fact  of  leprosy  appears  to  be  doubtful,  to  detain  the  patient  under  observation,  and 
request  Dr.  Fisk  to  examine  and  report  on  the  case. 

_  Should  you,  after  consultation  with  Dr.  Fisk,  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  tlie 
patient  is  a  leper,  he  should  be  sent  on  with  a  special  niemorandum  embodying  your 
reasons  for  so  concluding.    If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  fail  to  discover  any  traces  of 
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leprosy,  you  should  report  forthwith  to  this  office,  and  keep  the  patient  pending  further 
instructions. 


The  Sui'geon  iu  Charge, 

Old  Somerset  Hospital 


I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

(Sgd.)      lIENliY  DE  SMIDT, 

Under  Colonial  Secretary. 


Extract  from  letter  dated  i  th  Fchriiar;;^  18D3,  fcovi  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary 
to  the  Surgeon  in  Charge,  Old  Somerset  Hospital. 

*  *  *  * 

I  am  directed  to  instruct  you  tliat  if  in  any  case  you  receive  a  leper  patient  not 
only  witliout  a  warrant,  but  also  without  any  document  to  sliow  that  his  removal  in 
anticipation  of  a  warrant  has  been  auth(U'ised  by  tlie  Colonial  Secretary,  you  shoidd  at 
once  report  to  this  office,  and  ask  for  instructions,  pending  receipt  of  which  the  i)atient 
should  not  be  forwarded  to  Kobben  Island. 

*  -         *   ■  ■*  *. 

Return  showing  the  disposal  of  lepers  in  the  Cape  Colong  dealt  with  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  "  Leprosg  Repression  Act,  1884  "  up  to  the  ^^Ist  March,  1894. 

The  total  number  of  warrants  issued  under  the  Act  for  the  removal  of  lepers  to 

Robben  Island  up  to  the  31st  March,  1894,  is  .518. 

Of  these  warrants  87  have  not  been  executed  for  the  following  reasons,  viz. : — 
17  lepers  died  before  removal. 

64  lepers  are  awaiting  removal,  have  absconded,  or  cannot  be  traced. 
6  lepers  have  been  discharged  as  doubtful  cases. 
Leaving  431  as  the  total  number  of  Colonial  lepers  actually  removed  to  Robben 
Island  from  the  date  of  the  iiromulgation  of  the  Act  up  to  31st  March,  1894. 


Extract  fro)n  Report  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Waterston,  M.D.,  D.  Mudie  and  W.  E.  Moore, 
dated  I'ith  March,  1894. 

*      .       *  *  * 

After  finishing  the  male  lunatic  asylum  we  passed  on  to  the  lepers,  and  liere,  as, 
through  a  misunderstanding,  the  trolley  had  left,  we  had  to  walk  and  so  lost  time.  To 
])erform  the  inspection  thoroughly  a  trolley  shoidd  be  at  the  command  of  the  inspectors. 
This  may  not  be  possible  but  it  is  the  only  way  to  make  the  inspection  thorough.  We 
found  a  guard  between  the  leper  and  other  asylums,  but  no  guard-house  or  sentry-box. 
The  man  should  have  some  shelter  in  rough  weather.  We  inspected  the  wash-liouse, 
and  if  the  clothes  are  not  clean  it  is  not  for  the  want  of  soap,  which  seemed  to  be  used 
in  most  prodigal  fashion. 

AVe  then  passed  on  to  the  male  leper  Avards  Avhere  Ave  found  the  lepers  at  dinner, 
and  made  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  food  and  kitchens.  The  Malay  kitchen  is  a 
horribly  dirty  hole  in  Avhicli  not  an  attempt  at  cleanliness  seems  to  be  made. 

In  the  large  kitchen  there  is  much  Avanted  a  large  oven  Avhere  good  juicy  roasts 
Avoidd  be  cooked  instead  of  the  cby,  hard,  black -looking  fragments  of  meat  Ave  saAv  tlie 
lepers  eating.  Woidd  not  a  good  brick  oven  serve  the  purpose  At  present  the 
roasting  is  done  on  the  top  of  the  hot-plate  and  is  most  miserable  cookery.  Some  more 
roasting  trays  seem  also  to  be  Avanted.  There  is  strong  dissatisfaction  Avith  some  of  the 
food,  but  it  is  spoiled  in  the  cooking.  The  Avhole  subject  of  visitors  also  demands 
ui'gent  attention.  We  saAV  coloured  Avomeu  first  on  the  verandah  of  one  of  the  men's 
pavilions  and  then  Avalking  in  and  shutting  the  dour.  These  Avomen  had  no  hats  and 
Avere  in  house  dress.  This  Ave  at  ouce  reported  to  Dr.  Impcy.  Lastly  avc  ins]i)ected  the 
female  lepers  and  there  the  kitchen  is  also  at  fault  and  in  sad  need  of  repair,  Avhieh 
sliould  be  seen  to  at  once.  The  latrine  was  as  usual  smelling  horribly,  and  no  Avonder. 
Some  of  the  tubs  used  are  too  small,  and  soakage  into  the  ground  beloAV  is  going  on. 

The  bath  accommodation  is  very  scanty  ;  one  bath  for  17  Avhite  women  and  three 
for  '2U5  coloured  Avomen. 

Lockers  for  clean  clothes  are  still  urgently  Avanted,  and  Turk's-head  bi'ooms,  or 
spiders'  Avebs  lluurisli,  and  •  the  Avurd  noticed  before  is  still  gracefully  draped  Avith 
them. 
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We  would  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  room  that  served  as  day  and 
snhool-rooni  has  been  turned  into  a  donnitory.  This  should  not  be,  as  the  day  room 
accommodation  is  scanty  at  the  best. 

Here  agijin  the  subject  of  visitors  demands  attention.  On  inspecting  the  fence  we 
found  holes  had  been  made  (by  bending  the  wires)  large  enough  to  creep  tlu-ough. 
Under  excuse  of  shelter,  shawls  were  put  up  on  both  sides  of  the  fence  and  the  men  and 
women  met  in  what  was  practically  a  tent.  The  day  we  were  there  it  did  not  seem 
to  be  strangers  but  just  the  male  lepers  who  were  outside  the  fence.  _ 

We  were  glad  to  see  the  yards  in  tlie  M'omen's  compounds  being  put  in  order  at 

last. 

To  sum  up  the  leper  asylums  wo  would  say  that  what  most  urgently  tbmiands 
attention  is : — 

1.  Kitchens  and  cooking,  including  the  tea  and  coffee,  which  might  be  made  better 

and  stronger. 

2.  The  subject  of  visitors  :  that  we  believe  Dr.  Impey  thinks  as  urgent  as  we  do. 
y.  More  attendants  for  the  female  leper  asylum,  including  night  attendants. 

4.  More  day  room  accommodation  for  the  female  lepers. 

5.  The  putting  in  order  of  the  latrine  on  the  women's  side. 

In  conclusion,  we,  as  inspectors,  feel  we  would  fail  in  our  duty  if  we  did  not  call 
attention  to  the  fact  which  the  presence  of  a  shooting  party  drew  our  attention  to — the 
great  waste  of  good  food  and  amusement  on  Robben  Island. 

Tlie  rabbits  would  form  a  most  agreeable  cliange  of  food  for  the  lepers  and  otliers, 
and  the  shooting  is  just  what  is  needed  for  amuscTnent  under  wise  regulations  for  the 
residents,  including  better  class  patients.  E\'en  if  a  shooting  party  were  allowed,  the 
game  should  be  left  on  the  island. 

Wo  have  tlie  lionour  to  he, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servants,  • 

(  J.  E.  WATEUSTON,  M.D., ) 
(Signed)    D  MUDTE,  Inspectors. 
(  W.  E.  M(J()11E,  ) 


[Copy  of  Dr.  Kohler's  report  on  the  Free  State  lepers,  dated  23rd  May,  1893.] 

Mr.  Blignaut,  Government  Secretary, 
Bloemfontein. 

Deak  Sir, — On  Monday,  the  8th  of  May,  I  went  to  Hobben  Island,  according 
to  your  reqiiest,  to  visit  the  lepers  there.  There  are  at  the  present  moment  more  than 
500  sufferers  on  the  island,  amongst  whom  about  75  from  the  Free  State.  All  are 
housed  in  barracks,  the  women  isolated  a  long  way  from  the  men.  Whilst  the  men 
are  able  to  move  about  freely  everywhere  inside  the  landing  place,  the  division  for  the 
Avomen  is  surrounded  by  a  wall,  interrupted  however  on  the  beach  side  by  railings. 
Near  these  railings  is  the  only  place  of  recreation  Avhich  these  unhappy  ones  have. 
They  were  assembled  here  in  large  numbers,  the  women  inside,  the  men  outside,  con- 
soling themselves  in  communicating  to  each  other  their  complaints,  the  everla  ing 
complaints  about  their  segregation  from  their  relatives  and  homes.  As  this  meeting 
place  is  totally  barren  I  suggested  to  the  principal  surgeon  to  plant  some  trees  for 
shadow,  which  grow  easily  and  well  on  the  island. 

The  bari'acks  are  well  built  and  provided  A\ith  verandahs.  The  rooms  are  high, 
airy,  healthy,  provided  diiring  winter  time  with  hearths,  and  they  are  so  big  that  for 
instance  all  male  patients  from  the  Free  State,  more  than  50,  are  lodged  in  oiu^  room 
The  division  for  females  is  imder  the  supervision  of  a  white  woman,  and  that  of  the 
men  under  a  white  man.  The  control  over  the  A\'hole  island  is  in  the  liands  of  a  prin- 
cipal surgeon,  who  is  assisted  by  an  assistant.  Tlie  latter  has  got  the  supervision  over 
the  lepers  and  the  men  are  able  to  see  liim  daily  on  certain  hours  in  his  office,  many, 
however,  help  themselves.    The  bad  patients  are  treated  in  a  hospital. 

The  men  complained  and  thought  it  negligence  that  the  principal  siai'geon  liad 
never,  and  the  assistant  only  twice  during  the  thirteen  months,  visited  their  barracks, 
and  then  only  when  there  were  bad  patients.  For  the  rest  tliey  have  no  complaints 
aboxit  the  treatment. 

On  the  contrary,  they  complained  very  much  about  the  climate,  -which  caused  them 
chest  and  eye  complaints.  The  warder,  who  is  there  already  four  years,  confirm(^d 
this  and  told  me  that  the  patients  from  tJie  Feee  State  sxffere<l  much  from  coughs,  and 
that  some  had  died  already  fronx  chest  complaints.    It  was,  he  said,  on  the  island  much 
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colder  than  on  the  mainland.  As  these  people  are  nsed  to  dry  air,  it  is  easily  under- 
stood that  this  moist  and  cold  air  hnrts  tltem  very  ranch,  heiiig  the  cause  of  other  sick- 
nesses besides  tlieirs.  As  regards  the  eye-sickness  it  is  a  question  whether  it  is 
caused  by  the  fine  sand,  which  opinion  they  have,  because  leprosy  oiten  attacks  the 
eyes.  In  each  case  does  the  sand  make  the  eye-sickness  worse,  in  spit(^  of  the  spec- 
tacles which  some  of  them  wear  for  protection. 

But  all  these  complaints  are  secondary,  and  the  most  commodious  institution 
would  not  come  into  consideration  against  the  one  great  and  touching  complaint  which 
they  have,  viz.,  home  sickness.  They  do  not  care  in  the  least  for  checking  their  disease, 
but  home  sickness  takes  all  their  rest  away,  and  only  through  that  they  feel  very 
unhappy.  When  I  told  them  that  I  was  sent  by  the  Presid?nt  of  the  Free  State  the}- 
became  exceedingly  cheerful,  and  asked  me  if  I  came  to  fetch  them.  As  hope  makes 
everj^thing  bearable,  I  gave  them  a  little  hope  for  the  future.  Some  amongst  them 
pleaded  with  tears  in  their  eyes  their  desire  to  go  home.  If  tliey  could  only  li^'e 
in  the  Free  State,  they  said,  then  they  would  be  content,  even  if  they  were  segre- 
gated ;  they  could  see  and  speak  to  their  relations.  The  warder  ^\■ho  is  always  amongst 
them  told  me  that  they  think  about  that  day  and  night,  and  he  felt  sure  that  if 
anybody  came  to  fetch  them  some  of  them  would  die  for  joy. 

My  visit  to  the  women,  which  I  made  together  with  the  principal  surgeon,  had 
the  same  result.    I  have  acquainted  him  with  the  abovementioned  complaints. 

I  was  astonished  that  all  the  patients  from  the  Free  State  which  I  saw  were 
coloured.  There  are,  however,  many  white  people  in  the  Free  State  suffering  from  the 
disease.  In  my  view  the  segregation  of  lepers  is  a  great  injustice,  and  au  action 
totally  optional.  It  is  unjust  because  the  contagiousness  of  leprosy  is  still  au  unan- 
swered question,  in  each  case  too  much  disputed  to  form  a  basis  of  so  important  a  law. 
The  action  is  an  optional  one,  because  leprosy  only  is  segregated,  while 
diseases  of  the  same  kind,  such  as  Lupus,  Tuberculosis,  Syphilis,  Gronorrhoea,  which 
are  imdoubtedly  contagious,  are  not  segregated.  But  even  if  the  segregation  of  lepers 
was  based  on  sound  reasons,  it  is  yet  useless  if  it  cannot  be  rigidly  carried  out,  which 
is  certainly  the  case  in  South  Africa.  The  majority  of  white  lepers  will  always 
tr}'  to  evade  this  oppressive  law,  and  therefore  no  benefit  is  caused  hy  this  law,  and 
some  of  the  patients  are  given  useless  vexation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  , 
Sir, 

Yours,  &c., 
(Signed)       0.  F.  K()HLER,  M.D. 


Extract  from  refort  of  Drn.  G.  P.  Roux  and  G.  H.  B.  Fislc,  dated  l^jfh  Jul//, 
1893. 

*  *  *  * 

lu  the  leper  wards  the  usual  complaints  of  discontent  were  heard,  not  against  diet 
or  treatment,  but  against  isolation  and  wnnt  of  occupation. 

No  commencement  has  yet  been  made  with  their  church  building,  though  a  D.  R. 
clergyman  has  already  been  appointed  by  the  consistory  of  the  church. 

*  *  *  * 

Extract  from  report  of  Messrs.  D.  31udie,  ^Y.  E.  Moore,  and  F.  F.  Riitherfoord, 
dated  16^A  July,  1893. 

Previous  to  inspecting  the  lunatic  asylum,  we  proceeded  upon  landing  to  inspect 
the  leper  ^-ards,  taking  the  female  leper  wards  first,  a  trolley  having  been  kindly  placed 
at  our  disposal  by  Dr.  Impey. 

Female  Ward. 

1.  Matron's  Quarters  :  These  are  in  good  order  and  are  tidy. 

2.  Kitchen  next  to  Matron's  cpiarters  :  The  kitchen  is  unfit  for  use ;  the 

windows  are  broken  ;  the  floor  which  is  cemented,  is  too  cold  for  winter, 
and  one  of  two  plans  should  be  adopted  ;  it  should  either  be  pulled  down 
or  altered  for  use  by  the  matron  as  a  kitchen. 

3.  Wards  :  We  examined  the  various  wards,  and  found  that  they  vvere  not  kept 

as  tidy  as  they  could  be.  With  a  number  of  sufferers,  and  many  of  them 
torn  from  their  families,  every  attention  should  be  paid  to  tJieir  comfort 
and  the  cleanliness  of  their  habitation.  It  was  distressing  in  the  extreme 
to  hear  the  patients  complain  of  being  torn  away  from  their  families,  in 
many  instances  the  patients  having  no  information  as  to  what  had  become 
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of  their  childi-en.  Take  for  iustance,  one  case  by  way  of  illustration,  a 
woman  named  Lena  Paidse  stated  that  she  had  a  daughter  sixteen  years  of 
a^e,  who  was  a  servant  in  a  respectable  family,  but  that  she  had  accideutally 
heard  that  the  girl  had  left  that  service,  and  gone  she  knew  not  Avhither. 
Cases  of  this  kind  naturally  embitter  the  lives  of  these  poor  people  aud 
some  registry  might  be  kept  where  they  would  be  able  to  obtain  infor- 
mation about  their  families. 

4.  The  patients  complain  that  their  underclothing  is  too  thiu  for  wearing  in 

cold  weather ;  this  can  easily  be  remedied. 

5.  Store  Eoom :   This  room  we  found  in  a  dirty  state,  which  is  the  less 

excusable  as  it  can  easily  be  kept  clean. 

6.  Closets :  These  were  in  a  disgusting  state.    Human  excreta  on  the  seats, 

and  which  had  apparently  been  there  for  more  th?.n  one  day,  the  result 
being  that  the  other  patients,  not  being  able  to  use  the  seats,  have 
utilised  the  floors  for  that  purpose 

7.  Kitchen  :  This  department  should  be  ceiled  for  coolness  in  summer. 

8.  The  patients,  in  answer  to  questions  put  to  them,  stated  that  they  had  no 

complaints  to  make  either  with  regard  to  food  or  treatment,  but  some  of 
them  appeared  to  think  that  these  were  fishing  questions,  and  that  they 
had  been  placed  on  the  island  by  the  Dutch  members  of  Parliament. 


Male  Wards. 

1.  In  the  first  ward  visited  by  us  one  room,  occupied  by  Messrs.  M*****  and 

P******,  attracted  our  attention  on  account  of  its  uncleanly  appearance ; 
these  men  who  are  of  a  class  superior  to  the  great  majority  of  patients  on 
the  island,  complained  that  their  room  had  not  been  scrubbed  for  some 
time,  and  hence  the  unclean  appearance  of  the  floors ;  if,  as  alleged  by 
the  attendant,  the  stains  on  the  floors  were  the  result  of  the  ejection  of 
saliva  by  the  patients,  it  is  not  difficult  to  obviate  it  by  supply  ing  them 
with  spittoons ;  but  the  flo<u's  should  be  scrubbed.  We  notice  in  the 
report  of  the  visit  of  the  Members  of  Parliament  to  the  island  that  the 
rooms  and  linen  were  found  to  be  beautifully  clean.  If  this  can  be  doLe 
in  anticipation  of  such  a  visit,  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
regularly  done  for  the  comfort  of  the  patients. 

2.  In  this  and  other  wards  numbers  of  the  men  complained  of  the  bad 

tobacco,  and  the  small  quantity  supplied  to  them. 

3.  But  a  still  more  serious  complaint  is  one  made  by  the  patients  'that  Mr 

Fitch  makes  a  distinction  between  the  patients,  some  getting  whatever 
they  require,  while  others  were  left  out  in  the  cold.  One  man  complained 
that  he  had  received  one  pair  of  boots  during  twelve  months  ;  he  pointed 
out  these  boots  to  us,  and  they  appeared  more  like  steel  than  leather. 
They  added  that  there  were  other  causes  of  complaint  equally  serious. 

4.  We  noticed  that  in  the  Hospital  Ward  there  was  only  one  nurse  to  50 

patients,  and  although  she  is  training  four  of  the  patients  as  assistants, 
this  we  submit  is  quite  inadequate  to  the  requirements  to  so  large  a 
number  of  patients. 

5.  We  beg  to  refer  "to  our  former  recommendations  regarding  additional 

medical  assistance.  - 

' We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

.   ,  (Sgd.)      D.  MUDIE. 

W.  E.  MOORE. 
FRED.  F.  RUTHERFOORD. 

I  have  signed  this  report  because  verbally  correct,  but  I  thought  some  of  the  male 
lepers'  complaints  querulous,  and  I  also  thought  that  the  untidy,  dirty  state  of  Messrs. 
g^Q^  p***«**' J QOjjj  gj.gatly  due  to  themselves.  .  ,      i  - 

■  •   -  (Sgd.)      FRED.  F.  RUTHERFOORD. 

[G  10--'94.]  d 
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Extract  from  report  of  Mr.  W.  E.  Mme^  dat^d  21th  QctoUr,  1893. 

*  *  *  * 

Female  Leper  Ward. 

A  private  cottage  for  a  paying  patient  has  been  erected  outside  of  what 
may  be  termed  the  lej^er  compound.  If  this  freedom  is  extended  to  one 
patient,  the  other  patients  may  naturally  ask  why  the  same  privilege  is  not 
extended  to  them. 

The  whole  of  the  buildings,  externally  and  internally,  require  renovating, 
the  grounds  within  the  compound  should  be  laid  out  neatly,  similar  to  the 
lunatic  wards,  and  shrubs  should  be  planted. 

There  is  a  want  of  cleanliness  about  the  place.  In  fairness  to  those  who 
are  in  charge  of  this  department,  they  have  much  to  contend  with.  The 
habits  of  many  of  the  patients,  the  unkempt  state  of  the  grounds,  and  the 
Avant  of  paint  and  colouring  about  the  premises,  militates  against  the  comfort 
of  those  patients,  and  prevents  the  premises  being  kept  in  proper  order.  The 
state  of  the  latrines  is  disgusting,  but  the  matron  complains  that  she  has  not 
sufficient  assistance. 

I  sent  two  organettes,  at  a  cost  of  £6  17s.,  to  this  ward.  I  am  informed 
that  within  fourteen  days  these  ^^'ere  destroyed ;  this  discourages  the  public 
from  contributing  to  the  comfort  and  amusement  of  the  patients ;  I  have  also 
sent  a  croquet  set  and  other  amusements  for  the  patients,  and  I  submit  tliat 
whoever  is  in  charge  should  be  responsible  for  theii-  preservation. 

Male  Leper  Wards. 

I  visited  No.  6  ward  when  the  patients  were  at  dinner ;  there  appeared 
to  be  no  person  in  charge,  and  the  place  wns  like  Bedlam  lot  loose ;  some  of 
the  men  showed  me  the  food  supplied  to  them  ;  the  meat  was  so  over-roasted 
that  there  was  not  a  particle  (jf  juice  in  it,  the  rice  was  cold,  and  a  teaspoonful 
of  cabbage  >vas  the  supply  of  vegetables,  contrasting  most  unfavourably  with 
the  food  supplied  to  the  female  lepers. 

Bearint;  in  mind  that  these  patients,  for  no  criminal  act,  have  been 
separated  from  tlieir  families  and  friends  in  the  interests  of  the  public,  every 
attention  should  be  paid  to  them.  Those  who  are  in  attendance  hold  their 
positions  for  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  the  patients,  who  are  placed  on  the 
island  to  give  the  attendants  employment. 

*  *  *  * 


Extract  from  report  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Waterston,  dated  28th  October,  LS93, 

*  *     .      *  # 

1.  I  went  first  to  the  female  leper  wards.  In  them  I  found  five  uncertified  lunatics, 

two  very  noisy  and  dangerous  (biting,  throwing  stones,  &c.)  No  difPerence 
is  made  between  the  sane  and  insane  as  to  place  of  abode. 

2.  No.  1  ward  wants  the  walls  and  roof  well  washed  inside.     The  inmates  should 

be  tiu-ned  temporarily  into  one  of  the  new  wards  while  No.  1  gets  a  thorough 
cleansing. 

3.  No  2  ward  was  fresher,  but  needed  the  same  as  No.  1. 

4.  The  ventilation  was  bad  in  several  of  the  wards,  and  they  need  end  windowe 

sorely,  the  system  on  which  they  are  built  leading  to  close  unventilated 
corners. 

5.  There  is  no  small  room  for  confinements,  and  it  is  surely  a  matter  for  considera- 

tion whether  a  pregnant  woman,  unless  ^^ery  much  diseased,  should  be  sent  to 
the  island  until  after  her  confinement.  The  unborn  child's  interest  should  ba 
considered,  and  certainly  the  mother  should  not  be  allowed  to  suckle  it. 

6.  There  is  no  A\'ard  set  apait  for  female  lepers  as  an  infirmary,  but  very  ill,  or- 

comparatively  well,  they  are  put  in  the  same  Avard. 

7.  There  are  no  proper  lockers  for  keeping  the  clothes  ;  and  on  turning  up  the  beds 

found  them  used  as  Avardrobes  as  Avell  as  sleeping-places.  None  of  the  beds 
Avere  clean  ;md  Avell  kept,  some  far  from  being  so. 

8.  The  soap  seei  aed  to  be  of  very  poor  quality  that  I  saAv  in  the  pantry,  but  the 

rations  Aver3  good  and  sufficient. 

9.  The  latrine  Avas  far  from  sweet  and  fresh,  and  disinfectants  were  conspicuous  by 

their  absence.    Surely  a  leper  asylum  eiLOuld  be  allowed  something  more  than 
-  chloride  of  lim&. 
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10.  All  the  backdoors  needed  a  sweep  round  and  some  sort  of  enforced  routine 
insisted  upon. 

11.  As  regards  the  immediate  surroundings  of  the  wards,  a  periodical  rake  up  and 
some  routine  applications  of  hard  yard -brooms  would  make  things  look  more 
ship-shape. 

12.  Trees.  The  few  trees  in  fi'ont  of  the  old  wards  makes  a  most  grateful  shade 
and  seem  to  grow  well.  I  would  strongly  urge  the  planting  at  a  proper 
season,  of  a  row  of  ti-ees  in  front  of  all  the  female  wards  at  least,  and  some  in 
the  grounds  and  about  the  fence.  The  glare  must  be  very  distressing  to  the 
diseased  ej  es. 

13.  In  the  one  men's  ward  I  had  time  to  insjiect,  things  were  fair  and  the  latrine 
w  as  much  fresher  than  the  one  in  the  women's  (quarters.  There  should  be  a 
leper  library  which  should  contain  Dulch  as  well  as  English  books  of  an  in- 
teresting character  ;  not  mere  tracts  and  booklets,  although  these  are  good  in 
their  place. 

14.  One  cannot  help  being  struck  by  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  keeping  the  leper 
part  of  the  island  clean  and  in  good  order  from  there  being  no  enforced  labour. 
Sooner  or  later  it  must  come,  or  idleness  will  be  the  bane  of  the  leper  settle- 
ment on  the  island. 

^  ^  ^ 


Extract  from  Report  of  Messrs.  D.   Mudie  and  W.  E.  Moore,  dated  9  th 
November,  1893. 

*  *  *  * 

Leper  Wards.  Male. 

The  cottager?  for  private  paying  patients  are  we  think  deficient  in  ven- 
tilation, and  this  could  easily  be  remedied  at  small  expense.  We  mentioned 
this  to  Dr.  Impey,  and  woxxld  suggest  that  authority  be  given  to  him  to  have 
this  attended  to ;  the  same  remark  applies  to  the  private  cottage  for  femt^les. 

Dinner  was  just  about  to  be  gent  out  from  the  cooking  house  ;  thera  was 
pea  soup  which  appeared  to  be  good  and  wholesome ;  roast  meat,  some  por- 
tions of  which  looked  rather  dry  and  bony ;  and  vegetables,  potatoes  and 
other,  in  what  appeared  to  be  a  savoury  condition.  Complaint  was  made 
that  the  tea  supplied,  a  mixture  of  China  and  bush,  was  rather  deficient  in 
quantity  and  consequently  weak.  Three-sixteenths  of  an  ounce  for  each 
patient  would  be  about  3|f  lbs. ;  we  were  informed  that  the  quantity  served 
Out  was  2f|  lbs.    Sugar  was  also  said  to  be  scarce. 

Female. 

The  system  of  washing  going  on  in  front  of  these  wards  is  objectionable. 
Some  shrubs  and  ilower-beds  on  this  ground,  similar  to  those  now  laid  out  in 
the  lunntic  wards  might  tend  to  driving  away  the  washings  to  at  least  some 
distance  beyond  the  front  of  the  buildings. 

In  both  male  and  female  wards  we  were  glad  to  observe  some  slight 
improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  closets.  This  is  of  the  first  importance 
especially  now  that  warm  weather  has  fairly  set  in. 

*  .      *  *  * 


Extract  from  Report  of  Mr.  F.  F.  Rutherfoord,  dated  21th  January,  1894. 

*  *  *      "  * 

Passing  on  to  the  Leper  Pavilions  I  found  them  in  good  order.  A  little  attention 
is  needed  to  cleaning  Avindows  and  repairing  blinds  in  Pavilion  No.  1,  which  I  have 
only  to  mention  and  the  work  will  doubtless  be  done,  also  some  repairs  in  the  kitchens. 

The  male  leper  attendants  require  more  quarters  and  a  mess  room. 

In  the  female  department  a  capital  washing-place  has  been  made,  the  foundations 
for  a  church  built  and  all  the  drainage  ha«  been  much  improved. 

*  *  *  ♦ 
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Eetuex  of  Lepers  who  died  during  the  first  year  of  residence,  for  the  jf  ar 

1884  to  1893. 


\  ear. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Number  of  Patients 
jVd  Aitt6<i. 

1884 

•  • 

4 

25 

1885 

3 

14 

1886 

3 

21 

1887 

•  • 

5 

51 

1888 

4 

40 

1889 

•  •  «• 

11 

51 

1890 

•  • 

8 

21 

1891 

•  •  «• 

6 

40 

1892 

21 

338 

1893 

65 

250 

Total   

130 

851 

Number  of  Paying  Leper  Patients  on  Robhen  Island. 

2  Males  at    . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3s.  per  diem. 

1  Female  at  .  .  .  .  . .  •    .  .  .  .  . .  3s.    „  „ 

1  Child  at     .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  Is.    „  „ 

1  Female  at  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  Is.  », 

Regulations  under  whieli  paying  patients  are  charged  : — 

1.  The  patients  pay  according  to  their  means  from  three  shillings  per  diem  to 
ten  shillings  per  month. 
.  2.  Terms  are  left  in  the  hands  of  Chief  and  Medical  Superintendent. 

3.  If  the  patients  require  separate  accommodation,  they  pay  for  one  room 

£10,  for  two  rooms  £20,  and  for  an  additional  small  room  £5,  equal  to 
£25  in  all. 

4.  These  paying  patients  are  allowed  to  draw  rations,  &c.,  on  pi'ivate  requisi- 

tion, through  the  Head  of  the  Department.  Of  the  £4  10s.  per  month, 
they  are  allowed  to  draw  rations  to  the  value  of  £2  10s.  per  month ;  the 
balance  of  £2  is  for  clothing  and  extras.  The  same  proportion  is  allowed 
to  each  if  the  payment  is  less  than  three  shillings  per  diem. 

5.  If  the  patient  is  not  willing  to  pay  for  separate  accommodation,  he  or  she 

must  occupy  a  bed  in  a  ward  like  a  pauper  patient,  only  the  patient  is 
allowed  to  draw  a  portion  of  the  maintenance  money,  by  requisition,  &c. 


[Copy.] 

Old  Somerset  Hospital, 

Cape  Town,  11th  May,  1894. 

NO.-158/990-.  ■  —  -  

SiPv, — With  reference  to  your  letter  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that 
Mina  Wildschut  (from  Piquetberg)  died  on  thel8th  March,  1  j93,  and  that  Jonas 
Minapore  is  still  in  this  hospital  under  observation. 

With  regard  to  the  percentage  of  doifbtful  cases,  I  beg  to  state  that  the  register 
of  leper  patients  passing  to  Robben  Island  has  been  kept  her  3  only  since  November, 
1892.  The  number  of  names  on  the  Register  is  306,  bn'.  four  of  these  are  twice 
entered,  leaving  302.    Of  these  there  are : — 

From  the  Colony      . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  285 

From  Orange  Free  State         ..  ..  ..  ..14 

From  Beehuanaland  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

And  two  doubtful  returned  from  Robben  Island  . .  . .  2 

  302 

These  two  doubtfuls  are  from  Beehuanaland,  and  did  not  go  to  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital. 


29 

There  have  been  14  doubtful  cases  in  all.    Of  these  there  were  : — 

From  the  Colony      .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  11 

And  from  Bechuanaland         .  .  . .  .  .  . .  3 

14 

I  have  the  honour,  &o., 

(Sgd.)      J.  HERBEET  COX, 

Surgeon-in-Charge. 

The  Under  Colonial  Secretary. 


[Copy.] 

Old  Somerset  Hospital, 

Cape  Town,  12th  April,  1894. 

No.  131/959. 

DOUBTFUL  CASES  OF  LEPROSY. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  8/1300/46,  dated  the  10th  instant,  I  have 
the  honour  to  send  enclosed  herewith  as  requested  a  return  of  the  doubtful  cases  of 
leprosy  received  into  this  hospital  since  the  promulgation  of  the  Leprosy  Act  of  1884, 
and  showing  how  they  were  disposed  of. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Sgd.)      J.  HERBERT  COX, 


The  Under  Colonial  Secretary. 


Surgeon-in-Charge. 
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Scale  of  Dkt  mpplied  TOtaily  to  Non-paying  Leper  Patients  at  Old  Somerset  BospitaJ. 


Bread. 

Meat 

Pota 

toes. 

Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Rice. 

Tea. 

Milk. 

Salt. 

Coals. 

Wine 

lb.  oz 

lb. 

OZ. 

lb. 

OZ. 

lb. 

OZ. 

lb. 

OZ. 

lb. 

OZ. 

lb 

OZ. 

pts. 

gls. 

lb. 

OZ. 

lb. 

OZ. 

OZ. 

1  •  • 

8 

8 

\ 

u 

3 

1 

8 

I 

1 

1 

8 

4 

Potatoes  are  issued  only  twice  a  week,  viz.,  on  Sundays  and  Thursdaj  s,  in  lieu  of 
Eice.    Barley  and  Vegetable  Broth  is  issued  daily — made  from  oxheads. 


[Copy.] 

Eobbeu  Island, 

No.  30/792.  16th  April,  1894. 

DOUBTFUL  CASES  OF  LEPEOSY. 

Sir,— In  repl}' to  ,)our  letter  of  10th  instant,  No.  8/1301/47,  requesting  me  to 
furnish  a  return  showiug  the  names  of  all  lepers  admitted  into  the  Eobben  Island 
Leper  Asylum,  &e.,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  since  the  promulgation  of  the 
Leprosy  Eepression  Act,  491  leper  patients  have  been  admitted  into  the  Leper  Asjdum 
liHdre.  Of  these  sixteen  were  doubtful  eases,  i.e.,  3"62  per  cent,  of  nil  oases  admitted. 
In  1892,  208  patients  were  admitted,  of  whom  two  European  females,  and  four  coloured 
males,  were  doubtful  eases,  i.e.,  2"87  per  cent,  of  total  admissions  for  the  year  were 
doubtful  cases.  Of  these  six  patients,  one  died  shortly  after  admission,  one  was  dis- 
charged, and  four  were  transferred  to  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital. 

In  1893,  2b'j  patients  were  admitted,  of  A\hom  four  coloured  males,  one  coloured 
female,  and  one  Euiopean  female,  were  doubtful  cases,  i.e.,  2'4  per  cent,  of  total 
admissions  for  the  }  ear.  Of  these  tix  cases,  one  coloured  male  died,  one  was  transferred 
to  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital,  and  two  were  discharged,  one  coloured  female  was  dis- 
charged, and  one  (a  child)  is  still  under  observation.  In  1894,  33  patients  have  been 
admitted  up  to  date.  Of  these,  two  coloured  males,  and  two  coloured  females,  are 
doubtful  cases,  i.e.,  12"12  per  cent,  of  total  admissions  for  the  three  and  a  half  months 
are  doubtful  cases.    These  four  eases  are  still  on  the  island. 

I  may  mention  that,  though  these  are  all  termed  doubtful  cases,  there  are  many 
cotict-ruing  which  there  was  no  doubt  in  my  mind  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  viz. : 
— 1,  3,  4,  5,  7,  8,  9,  10,  13,  14,  15,  of  annexed  list.  In  case  No.  2,  there  was  consider- 
able doubt,  as  also  in  the  case  of  patient  No.  6.  Concerning  No.  12, 1  cannot  yet  give 
a  decided  opinion,  though  I  believe  she  is  a  leper.  No.  11  was  placed  under  observa- 
tion for  some  time  before  an  opinion  could  be  formed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Sgd.)  S.  P.  IMPEY,  M.I)., 

Chief  and  Medical  Superintendent. 

The  Under  Colonial  Secretary, 
Cape  Town. 


Ee  TURK  showing  the  number  of  lepei's  admitted  under  "warrant  since  the 
Promulgation  of  Leprosy  Act  to  IGth  April,  1894. 


1892. 

1893. 

1894, 

Total. 

Colonial  lepers 

204 

202 

33 

439 

Orange  Free  State  lepers.  . 

10 

44 

54 

British  Bechuanalamd  lepers 

3 

3 

Total    .  . 

214 

249 

33 

496 

Doubtful  cases  admitted  without  warrants  not  included  in  above. 


1892  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  4  Colonial  leper*. 

1.893 .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  1  Colonial  lepef. 

1894  . .  . .  . .  . .    1  Bechuanaiand  leper. 
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Bacteriological  Branch, 

Department  of  Agriculture, 

Graham's  ToAvn,  17th  May,  1891. 

No.  571/(i()194. 

SAMPLES  OF  TANK  WATELi  EEOM  EOBBEN  ISLAND. 

Sni, — With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  No.  518/576,  I  have  now 
the  honour  to  report  on  the  examination  made  by  me  of  the  samples  of  tank  water  from 
Robben  Island,  advised  in  your  telegram  of  the  30th  ultimo. 

Having  made  examination  for  typhoid,  no  germs  of  that  disease  have  been 
discovered. 

The  water  from  the  tank  for  the  use  of  males  contains  49,280  bacteria  per  cubic 
centimetre,  and  that  from  the  tank  for  the  use  of  females  contains  26,400  per  cubic 
centimetre. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
(Sgd.)      ALEXANDER  EDINGTON,  M.B., 

Colonial  Bacteriologist. 

The  Under  Colonial  Secretary, 
Cape  Town. 


Government  Analytical  Laboratory, 
Department  of  Agriculture, 

Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

Cape  Town,  4th  May,  1894. 

No.  A57/524. 

ANALYSIS  OF  WATEE  FEOM  EOBBEN  ISLAND. 

Eeport  on  the  analysis  of  four  samples  of  water  from  Eobben  Island,  submitted 
by  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  on  the  1st  instant,  and  referred  for  analysis  under 
cover  of  a  communication  from  the  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture,  dated  2nd  instant. 

The  samples  were  marked  : — 

Central  well,  nearly  dry     . .  .  .  . .  . .  23.4.94 

New  well,  north  . .          .  .  . .  . .  . .  „ 

Village  Lower  windmill  well  . .  . .  . .  „ 

Village  Upper        „  . .  .  .  . .  « 


I  have  analysed  the  samples  and  append  the  result  of  the  analysis. 


[G.  10— '94.] 
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• 

Central  Well. 



New  Well. 

Colour      .  .        ,  ,   

Odour 

Clearness  . .        ,  .        .  .        .  .        .  . 

Suspended  matter.  . 
/  Free  Ammonia 
►^ri  i  Alb.  Ammonia 
"£  g  I  Absorbed  Oxygen  : 
*^  i  /         in  15  minutes 
i-<     ^         in  4  hours 

Phosphoric  Oxide .  . 

Nitrates 

Nitrates 

S  .  g  (  Chlorine    .  .   •     .  .        .  . 

1  Total  solids  -  

light  brown 

nil. 
clear 
trace 

•162 

•256 

•088 
2-856 
much 
much 
trace 
15-84 
56-70  , 

greenish  3  ellow. 
nil. 

slightly  turbid, 
trace. 
.•116 
•258 

•152 

3-312 
much, 
trace, 
slight  trace. 
14-84 
53-90 

Lower 
Windmill  Well. 

Upper 
Windmill  Well. 

Colour 

Odour 
pii  „„„„„„„ 
biearness  .  . 

Suspended  matter.  . 

g     /  Free  Ammonia 

f'a  \  Alb.  Ammonia 

't'M  \  Absorbed  Oxygen  : 

/         in  15  minutes  .  .■  • 

^         in  4  hours        ,  .•  • 

Phosphoric  Oxide  ,  .        .  .  ■  ■     .  .        .  . 

Nitrates  .... 

Nitrates    .  .  - 

§       d    (  CldoTlTlft 

■|  l|  )  Total  solids   

a  " 
t— 

light  brown 

nil. 
clear 
trace 

•124 

-170 

-132 
2192 
much 

little 

trace 
20-77 
79-80 

light  green. 

nil. 
clear, 
trace. 

■152 

•134 

•088 
2-704 
much, 
little, 
trace. 
14-84 
64-40 

*  * 

* 

* 

(Sgd.) 

J.  C.  WATEEMEYEE, 

Analyst. 
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Robben  Island, 

29th  May,  1894. 

No.  33/104. 

WATER  IN  USE  BY  LEPERS. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  your  letter  of  28th  inst.,  No.  8/1966/55,  asking  me  to 
report  for  the  information  of  tlie  Lejirosy  Commission  whether  the  lepers  are  at 
present  supplied  with  water  from  the  wells  or  not,  &c.,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that 
the  water  in  the  wells  at  the  Female  leper  wards  was  very  low,  so  that  for  culinary 
and  domestic  purposes  the  patients  had  to  be  supplied  from  the  wells  in  the  village ; 
when  the  rain  water  became  exhausted  I  got  supplies  from  Cape  Town.  The  last  rain 
has  given  me  a  supply  of  water  in  the  tanks,  which  will  last  for  some  time,  so  that  I 
shall  not  again  be  obliged  to  get  water  from  Cape  Town,  I  hope. 

I  have  the  honom-  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  ^obedient  Servant, 
(Sgd.)    _     S.  P.  IMPEY,  M.D., 

Chief  and  Medical  Superintendent. 

The  Under  Colonial  Secretary, 
Cape  Town. 


Rc  MAM  WELL'S  EVIDENCE. 

Cape  Town, 

June  5th,  1894. 

Sir, — I  am  directed  to  enclose  certain  evidence  in  which  your  name  is  mentioned, 
and  to  request  that  you  will  give  any  explanation  you  may  have  by  return  of  post. 

Yours  obediently, 

W.  S.  FLETCHER, 

Secretary. 

Dr.  Tmpey. 


Robben  Island, 

7th  June,  1894. 


Re  MrfimrcWs  evidence. 


Sir,— In  reply  to  your  letter  of  5th  instant,  forwarding  copy  of  evidence  given  by 
Mr.  Mamwell,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  I  have  never  in  one  instance  neglected 
to  attend  to  the  patients  under  my  charge,  and  have  no  knowledge  of  tlie  circumstance 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Mamwell. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  1893,  in  signing  the  Night  Report  Book  for  that  day,  the 
page  was  accidentally  pushed  up  and  I  signed  on  the  wrong  page.  I  did  not  know 
this  until  the  head  attendant,  Mr.  O'Dea,  drew  my  attention  to  it  the  next  da3^  Mr. 
O'Dea  remembers  the  circumstance.  I  may  mention  that  Mamwell  is  a  man  Avith  a 
grievance,  of  whom  I  was  very  glad  to  get  rid.  Shortly  after  liis  arrival  on  the  island 
he  quarrelled  with  the  then  caterer  for  the  mess,  with  the  result  that  the  caterer  resigned 
and  Mamwell  took  the  work.  His  catering  was  so  unsatisfactory  that  tlie  inen  came  in 
a  body  to  me.  I  made  certain  proposals  to  them  wliioh  tliey  tliankfuUy.  accepter].  I 
got  the  Government  to  appoint  Mrs.  O'Dea  as  cook  for  the  men's  mess,  which  was 
located  at  Mrs.  O'Dea's  house.  The  room  used  by  the  attendants  for  a  mess-room 
becoming  vacant,  I  gave  it  to  the  clerks  as  a  mess-room. 

I  have  never  at  any  time  refused  to  see  anyone  on  the  island,  but  I  have  had  to 
put  Mamwell  down  for  impertinence.  I  am  told  that  Mamwell  has  been  airing  his 
grievances  in  a  paper  called  The  Cape  Register. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S  P.  IMPEY,  M.D., 
Chief  and  Medical  Superintendent. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Leprosy  Commission,  < 
Cape  Town,  « 

e  2 
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Retukn  Showing  the  Number  of  Persons  on  Robuen  Island, 
ON  THE  12th  May,  1894. 


Lepers. 

Lunatics. 

Adults. 

d 

<» 

r-H 

Q 

Total. 

Officers  aud  Enaployes 

52 

52 

Families  of  Officers  and  Employes 

38 

115 

153 

Servants  of       „  „ 

14 

14 

Male  Lunatics  . .       .  .       . .    187  \ 

Female    „   93) 

280 

f  187 
(  93 

Male  Paupers   .  . 

2 

2 

Female 

1 

1 

Male  Lepers     .  .        .  ,        .  .    343  \ 
Female  „   212  j 

555 

1  343 
I  212 

343 
212 

Non-leprous  Children  .  . 

13 

13 

Male  Lunatic  Attendants 

25 

25 

Female    „  „ 

13 

13 

Male  Leper  Attendants 

11 

11 

Female  „          „  .... 

3 

3 

vv  orjiS  j-'eparinicUL      .  .        ,  .        .  . 

80 

80 

Lighthouse  Keepers 

2 

2 

Families  of  Lighthouse  Keepers 

2 

9 

11 

ConYicts.  . 

100 

100 

Oonstahles 

31 

31 

Families  of  Constables          ..        .  . 

3 

5 

8 

Totals  .. 

555 

280 

1,212 

142 

1,354 

f)>7 
o  / 

PvKTURN  showing  the  number  of  Whites,  I] ottentots,  Kafirs,.  &e.,  adinil ted  into  the 
Leper  Hospital,  Eohben  Island,  since  the  promulgation  of  the  Leprosy  Act  ol 
1884,  to  6th  June,  1894:— 

Number. 

Whites 
Hottentots 
Kafirs  .  . 
Indians 
Mozambiques 
Mixed  .  . 


Total   ..  ..51-3 


139 
149 


8 

1?:} 


Ekturn  showing  tne  total  number  of  Colonial  and  Orange  Free  State  Lepers  on 

llobben  Island  in  1893  :— 

Total  number. 

Colonial  Lepers      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  560 

Orange  Free  State  Lepers    .  .  .  .  .  .  103 

Total   663 


LIST  OF  OFFICIAL  VISITOKS  TO  ROBBEN  ISLAND. 
Br.  Roux, 

5,   J.  WaTEHsIONj 
Mr.  F.  EUTHKRFOORI), 

Fleming, 
„    W.  E.  MOOKE, 
„    D.  MUDIE.   


LEPROSY  REPRESSION  ACT,  1884. 
Warrant  under  Section  I.  for  Detention  nf  a  Leper. 
To  


and  to 


Whereas  it  has  been  duly  certified   to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  that 


residing  at  

in  the  District  of  

is  suffering  from  the  disease  known  as  Leprosy,  and  that  the  fact  that  the  said 


is  at  large  is  likely  to  spread  such  disease. 

These  are,  therefore,  to  command  you  the  said 


to  cause  the  said 


to  be  removed  to  the 


And  these  are  also  to  command  you  the  said 


to  receive  the  said 


into  your  custody,  there  to  be  detained  during  the  pleasure  of  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  and  kept  apart  from  contact  with  all  other  inmates  of  the  said  hospital  or 
asylum  who  are  not  afflicted  with  the  same  disease. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Cape  Town,  this  day  of 

189 

By  Command  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 


Under  Colonial  Secretary, 
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Milk,  Condensed 
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Vegetables 

Rice 

Sugar 

1  Meal. . 
Soup  1  pt.  <  Rice. . 

(  Beans. 

Tuesday. 

Bread,  White    . . 
Coffee     . . 
Tea 
Sugar 

Milk,  Condensed 
Stewed  Mutton,  M. 
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LEPEES  ADMITTED  TO  EOBBBN  ISLAND  INFIRMARY. 

During  the  year  1845,  37  admissions ;  1846,  35  ;  1847,  17 ;  1848,  26 ;  1849,  18  ; 
1850,  14 ;  1851,  7  ;  1852,  13.* 


*  Taken  from  Appendix  [B].  page  ix  prepared  by  Dr.  Biccard,  S.  S.  Robben  Island  Asylum, 
Select  Committee  on  the  spread  of  Lfprosy,  House  oit  Assembly,  1883. 


Year. 

Admissions. 

Discharged. 

Died. 

Average  Daily 
Number  in 
Infii  mary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

*1853 

18 

4 

2 

3 

10 

5 

59-3 

1854 

10 

4 

5 

4 

6 

3 

63-4 

1855 

13 

4 

4 

6 

7 

5 

60-5 

1856 

16 

5 

15 

9 

3 

48-1 

1857 

12 

6 

7 

6 

5 

50-3 

1858 

17 

1 

6 

8 

3 

50-5 

1859 

15 

4 

4 

2 

11 

2 

48-9 

1860 

10 

6 

1 

1 

7 

3 

521 

1861 

18 

12 

4 

4 

10 

7 

56-8 

(Sgd.)     J .  0.  MINTO,  Surgeon  Superintendent. 

*  Taken  from  Report  of  Commission  of  1862. 


Year. 

Admissions. 

Total  under 
Treatment. 

Discharged. 

Died. 

Total  Number  of 
Patients  during 
the  Year. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

*1862    .  . 

15 

5 

55 

19 

3 

1 

8 

0 

74 

1863 

12 

11 

56 

29 

9 

6 

10 

1 

oo 

1864  ! 

5 

8 

42 

30 

1 

2 

4 

5 

72 

1865      .  . 

21 

14 

58 

37 

11 

6 

12 

6 

95 

1866      .  . 

11 

8 

46 

33 

5 

2 

6 

4 

79 

1867      . . 

12 

8 

47 

35 

2 

4 

10 

4 

82 

1868     . . 

12 

9 

47 

36 

0 

6 

12 

1 

83 

1869      . . 

9 

6 

44 

35 

2 

8 

6 

5 

79 

1870      . . 

13 

12 

49 

34 

6 

5 

7 

8 

83 

1871 

25 

2 

61 

23 

5 

22 

8 

1 

84 

1872      .  . 

17 

65 

18 

9 

65 

1873*    . . 

17 

55 

6 

7 

55 

1874      . . 

19 

61 

6 

15 

61 

1875      . . 

13 

53 

13 

9 

53 

1876      . . 

17 

48 

9 

5 

48 

1877     . . 

26 

60 

11 

8 

60 

1878     . . 

19 

60 

10 

7 

60 

1879      .  . 

13 

56 

10 

7 

56 

1880      . . 

15 

54 

54 

2 

10 

1881      . . 

24 

66 

4 

12 

66 

1882     . . 

21 

71 

15 

17 

71 

1883      .  . 

23 

62 

13 

5 

62 

1884      . . 

25 

69 

0 

10 

69 

1885     . . 

14 

68 

0 

13 

68 

1886      . . 

21 

76 

5 

9 

76 

1887t    . . 

24 

27 

86 

27 

11 

2 

9 

3 

113 

1888     . . 

28 

12 

94 

34 

4 

3 

9 

5 

128 

1889      .  . 

36 

15 

117 

41 

6 

5 

24 

8 

158 

1890 

If! 

5 

103 

33 

o 

o 

5 

18 

5 

136 

1891      . , 

23 

29 

111 

34 

1 

1 

16 

5 

145 

1892     , , 

207 

131 

301 

159  , 

6i 

1 

26 

14 

460 

1893 

148 

102 

420 

243  ! 

i 

911 

3 

80 

34 

663 

*  Returns  taken  from  Reports  on  Hospitals  and  Asylums  presented  to  Parliament. 
*  Female  Lepers  removed  to  O.  S.  Hospital.  %  6  transferred, 

t  Female  Lepers  returned  to  R.  I.  |1  2  transferred  included. 
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LEPER  ASYLUM. 


T<viJLK  showing  number  of  Deaths  during  each  month  since  1871,  also 
total  of  Deaths  during  the  respective  months  and  years. 


Y"ea-r . 

1 

•2 

g 

J. 

,.    i  - 
1  ' 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Total. 

1871 

1 

.. 

1 

1 

3 

1 

9 

1872 

1 

J 

1 

1 

0 

1 

■  j 

9 

1873  • 

1 

2 

i 

1 

*  * 

7 

1874 

1 

■  J 

2 

2 

1 

3 

■■ 

■  j 

14 

1875 

2 

. . 

2 

1 

8 

1876 

1 

1 

i 

5 

1877 

•{ 

1 

i 

•[ 

2 

8 

1878 

1 

2 

7 

1879 

3 

i 

1 

7 

1880 

1 

i 

i 

'3 

10 

1881 

i 

2 

"2 

1 

3 

12 

1882 

1 

5 

1 

2 

2 

'2 

17 

1883 

i 

i 

1 

i 

1 

6 

1884 

1 

1 

3 

2 

10 

1885 

3 

1 

1 

i 

i 

2 

13 

1886 

1 

1 

3 

i 

1 

2 

9 

1887 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

12 

1888 

1 

1 

i 

4 

3 

3 

14 

1889 

2 

2 

3 

"2 

2 

2 

'3 

5 

'3 

31 

1890 

4 

3 

i- 

■  2 

2 

1 

4 

4 

23 

1891 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

2 

"3 

2 

1 

1 

21 

1892 

2 

5 

4 

1 

4 

1 

5 

4 

3 

3 

4 

40 

1893 

11 

8 

5 

5 

9 

10 

5 

0 

14 

14 

14 

14 

114 

Total 

40 

28 

33 

25 

28 

29 

32 

35 

36 

41 

41 

38 

466 

Table  showing  age  of  Lepers  admitted  in  1893,  in  Quinquennial  Periods  at 
time  of  Admission,  with  Average. 


Age  of  Patients, 
Years. 


1—  0 
5—10 
10—15 

16—20 
20—25 
25—30 
30—35 
35—40 
40—45 
45—50 
50—55 
55—60 
60—65 
65—70 
70—75 
76—80 
80—85 


No.  of 
Patients. 


1 
6 
15 
47 
26 
33 
29 
26 
20 
14 
6 
13 
9 
3 
1 
1 


Average 
Asre. 


Table  showing  how  long  the  114  Leper  Patients  who  Died  in  d893  lived  in 
the  Hospital  after  Admission,  with  Average  Stay. 


No.  of 
Patients. 

No.  of  Years. 

Average 
Stay. 

65 
26 
7 
6 
3 
2 
2 
2 

Within  one  year. 

1 -  2  years. 

2-  3  „ 

3-  4  „ 

4-  5  „ 

5-  6  „ 

6-  7  „ 

7-  8  „ 

a 

i 

g 

1 
1 

8—  9 

9—  10  „ 

e 
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Cause  of  Death  of  Lepers  who  died  diiring  the  Year  1893. 


Cavise  of  Deutli 


Lepers. 


Necrosis  of  Tibia 

Ijeprosy 

Dysentery 

Phthisis         . .  . . 

Laryngitis 

Syncope 

Epithelioma  . . 

Congestion  of  the  Lungs 

Diarrhoea 

Septicsemia    . , 

Nephrites 

Asthenia 

Pleurisy 

Erysipelas 

Pyaemia 

Pneumonia 

Exhaustion 

Hepatitis 

Marasmus 

Peritonitis 

Epistaxis 

Cardiac  Syncope 

Rupture  of  Blood  Vessel 

Heart  Disease 


Total 


Males.  Feini<le,« 


1 

1 
1 
1 
11 
2 
1 
3 


80 


34 


Total. 


1 
6 
7 
31 
4 
4 
1 
1 
6 
3 
6 
2 

6 
5 
1 
2 

1 
1 

16 
4 
1 
3 
1 
1 

114 


PBOPOSED  PAVILION  AT  ROBBEN  ISLAND  FOR  NON-LEPROUS 

CHILDREN. 

Cape  Town, 

20tii  Miu-ch,  1894. 

SiK, — With  refereuco  to  your  letter  of  the  22nd  inst.,  relative  to  the  above,  I 
have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  Commission  are  of  opinion  that  the  non-leprous 
children  should  be  removed  to  the  mainland  and  restored  to  their  relatives,  and  in  the 
ease  of  those  without  relatives,  that  other  provision  should  be  made  for  tliem  on  the 
mainland. 

The  Commission  are  of  opinion  that  to  separate  these  children  from  their  mothers 
and  retain  them  on  the  island  Avould  be  a  source  of  irritation  and  trial  to  the  parents, 
and  increase  the  dithculty  of  administration. 

The  Commission  are  further  of  opinion  that  a  rocoi'd,  embracing-  a  full  description 
of  the  present  condition  of  the  children,  with  special  r(>fercnce  to  the  presence  or 
absence  of  the  early  symptoms  of  leprosy,  be  kept,  and  that  they  bo  medically 
inspected  from  time  to  time. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  F.  K.  MURRAY,  M.D., 

Chaii-man. 

The  Under  Colonial  Secretary. 


[G.  10— '94.] 
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EOBBEN  ISLAND  ASYLUM. 


Eetxjrn  Showing  Number  of  Officers  of  Leper  Asylum. 


MALE  LEPER  WARDS. 


£ 

s 

d. 

1.  Lay  Superintendent 

. .    W.  A.  Fitch    .  . 

0 

9 

7 

per  diem. 

'<:.  Attendant 

J.  W.  Dewliirst 

. .  0 

3 

4 

J? 

3. 

.  .    J.  G-.  Marshall  .  . 

. .  0 

3 

4 

4- 

.  .    A.  Nenner 

0 

3 

4 

It 

5. 

.  .    E.  Smith 

.  .  0 

3 

4 

6. 

.  .    W.  Eansdale 

.  .  0 

3 

4 

5> 

7. 

.  .    G.  T.  Mobray  . . 

. .  0 

3 

4 

t1 

c 

e.  „ 

.  .    J.  G.  Uardwick 

A 

.  .  o 

o 
O 

A 

4 

if 

Q 

TTf    "D     XT      £  1 

.  .     W.  K.  rLuriord 

0 

6 

A 

4 

}> 

10.  „ 

TXT 

W.  otraiton     , . 

0 

Q 

6 

4 

J> 

11.  „ 

m    TXT  flJ'U'U^ 

.  .    1.  W.  tribbs 

A 

9 

5) 

. XV.  oiODaiu.        .  . 

A 

•  .  U 

q 

4 

» 

13.  Nurse 

.  .    L.  Pouncey 

. .  0 

3 

4 

>» 

14.  ,  

. .    M.  Green 

.  .  0 

3 

4 

J> 

15.  (Jock  to  Nurses 

.  .    E.  M.  Stuart 

0 

1 

6 

J? 

16.  Engine  Driver.  . 

.  .    T.  Maddon 

. .  0 

5 

0 

)) 

17.  Head  Cook      .  . 

.  .    W.  House 

.  .  0 

3 

4 

)) 

J 8.  Assistant  Cook.  . 

.  .    J.  Marshall 

0 

3 

4 

19.  Shoemaker      .  . 

.  .    F.  King.  . 

• 

A 
O 

0 

per  an. 

FEMALE  LEPER  WARDS. 

Staff. 

s. 

d. 

1.  Matron .  . 

. .    Mrs.  Dill 

0 

3 

4  per  diem. 

2.  Nurse  .  . 

. .    L.  Meikel 

. .  0 

2 

9 

3.  „ 

M.  J^jidridge 

0 

0 

)J 

4.  Messenger 

M.  Franzen 

A 

0 

1  A 

0 

per  mth. 

MALE  LEPER  WARDS. 

Staff  Working  Patients. 

i; 

s. 

d. 

1.  Laundryman   .  . 

W.  Rensburg   .  . 

o 

0 

per  mth. 

2.          „           . . 

.    J.  Small.  . 

.  .  2 

5 

0 

j> 

3. 

M.  Harris 

.  .  1 

10 

0 

>» 

4. 

. .    A.  Adams 

.  .  1 

10 

0 

?» 

5. 

.  .    J.  Damion 

.  .  1 

10 

0 

J) 

6.         „          . . 

.  .    J.  Williams 

1 

5 

0 

5) 

7. 

.  .    F.  Christian 

.  .  1 

5 

0 

»J 

8.  „ 

, .    William . . 

.  .  1 

5 

0 

^> 

9. 

. .    G.  Albertyn 

.  .  1 

5 

0 

5) 

10.  „ 

.  .    P.  Rogers 

.  .  0 

15 

0 

?? 

11. 

.  .    A.  Isaacs 

• 

12 

% 

)> 

12.  SouUeryman 

. .    C.  August 

.  .  0 

12 

6 

13. 

.  .    B.  Samuels 

.  .  0 

12 

6 

14. 

...    A.  Veiitor 

0 

10 

0 

15. 

.  .    T.  Goliath 

. .  1 

0 

0 

J? 

16.          .,  .. 

.  .    A .  May  .  . 

1 

0 

0 

)? 

17.  Ward  Assistant 

.  .    J.  Ezekiel 

. .  I 

0 

0 

5J 

18.         „          , . 

. ,    C.  Coetze*       ,  i 

. .  1 

0 

0 

>^ 
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Dressers 


19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 

42.  „ 

43.  „ 

44.  „ 

45.  „ 

46.  „ 
47. 

48!  Taiior  .  .       .  . 

49.  „      .  . 

50.  Sanitary  Work 

51.  Gh*ave  Digger  . . 
62. 

63.  „ 

54.  Shoemaker 

55.  Outside  Sanitary 

56.  Work   .  . 

57.  Outside  Sanitary 

58.  Work 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 

63,  „ 
64. 


J.  Molote 
A.  Pekoli 
Tom      .  . 
Manana . . 
Bami 

G.  Tank 
A.  Schreyn 
Isaac 
G-ert 

Gr.  Jurgens 

C.  EafP  .  . 
T.  Pedro 

J.  Schoenhoek 
J.  Aronluis 
Gr.  Junkers 
Adrian  .  . 

A.  CJoete 

D.  Jantjes 

B.  Faro .  . 
K.  Solomon 
J.  Adonis 
A.  Jephtha 
A.  lliidolf 

C.  Tjewark 

H.  Gevenberg 
P.  Carolous 
P.  Peters 

J.  Morkel 
A.  Wymins 
J.  Warrens 
J.  Gabriels 
H.  Haarch 
W.  Neaipi 
Godlieb  . . 

A.  Noble 

B.  Konten 
J.  Williams 

G.  Bartman 
K.  Brecht 
P.  Tontzers 
Kleinbooi 
P.  Kolile  . 
A.  Cooper 

H.  Isaacs 
K.  Andrews 
K".  Jantjes 
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FEMALE  LEPER  WARDS. 


Sta/f  Working  Patients. 


1.  Ward  Assistant 
2. 
3. 
4. 
6. 
6. 
7. 


9.  Cook    . . 

10.  „ 

11,  Assistant  Cook. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

M.  Nagel 

. .  1 

0 

0 

per  mth. 

C.  Arends 

. .  1 

0 

0 

L.  Paulson 

. .  1 

0 

0 

» 

F.  Carolus 

. .  1 

0 

0 

E.  Poles. . 

. .  1 

7 

6 

5> 

M.  Williams 

. .  1 

0 

0 

5> 

R.  Rogers 

. .  1 

0 

0 

55 

A.  Arends 

. .  1 

0 

0 

55 

C.  Van  Wyk    .  . 

.  .  1 

0 

0 

55 

S.  Williams 

1 

0 

0 

55 

H.  Simpen 

.  .  0 

7 

6 

55 

f  2 
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12. 

5)                •  •               •  • 

li.  Nertemnaii  .  . 

.  .  0 

7 

6 

13. 

)?                .   .                .  . 

A.  David 

.  .  0 

1 

6 

14. 

Servant  to  Mrs.  I;ii,vibser 

T.  Hendricks    .  . 

.  .  0 

10 

0 

15. 

Sanitary  Work 

F.  Van  Wyk    .  . 

0 

10 

0 

16. 

Washerwoman.  . 

R.  Skarneek 

0 

6 

0 

17. 

Wardswoman  .  . 

E.  Oppel 

.  .  0 

5 

0 

18, 

„ 

F.  Grnmberg 

.  .  0 

5 

0 

19. 

M.  Washeim 

.  .  0 

5 

0 

20. 

Gr.  Campfer 

.  .  0 

5 

0 

21. 

S.  Najanian 

.  .  0 

5 

0 

22. 

„ 

J.  May  .  . 

0 

5 

0 

23. 

J.  Dietloff 

.  .  0 

5 

0 

24. 

„ 

L.  Jolly.  . 

.  0 

5 

0 

25. 

A.  Klenberg 

.  .  0 

5 

0 

26. 

J.  Petersen 

.  .  0 

5 

0 

27. 

F.  Jonas 

.  .  0 

5 

0 

28. 

A.  Majainan 

.  .  0 

5 

0 

29. 

M.  Felize 

0 

5 

0 

30. 

D.  HendrirkiS    .  . 

0 

5 

0 

31. 

B.  Ptotel 

.  .  0 

5 

0 

32. 

G.  Werneek 

.  .  0 

5 

0 

33. 

L.  Mentor 

.  .  0 

5 

0 

34. 

Nurse  to  Child.  . 

R.  Campfer 

. .  0 

5 

0 

35. 

Porter  .  . 

L.  Johns 

. .  0 

7 

6 

36. 

Nm"se   .  . 

A.  Armold 

. .  0 

5 

0 

List  of  Books  kept  in  connection  with  Leper  Asylum,  and  Returns  and  Reports 

MADE  to  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

1.  Register  of  Number,  Name,  Date  of  Admission,  &c., 

2.  Burial  Register. 

3.  Case  Books. 

4.  Book  of  Photographs. 

5.  Monthly  Return  of  Number  Admitted,  Died,  Discharged,  &c. 

6.  Certificate  of  Newly-admitted  Patient. 

7.  Weekly  Return  of  Lepers  Admitted. 

8.  Weekly  Return  of  Lepers  Died  or  Discharged,  &c. 

9.  Weekly  Return  of  Vacancies. 
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Return  showing  number  of  Officers  Resigned  or  Dismissed  since  the  i 
Promulgation  of  the  Leprosy  Repression  Act. 


attendants — MALE  LEPERS. 


Date  of 

Name. 

Engagement. 

Dismissal  or 

— 

— 

Resignation. 

'3,  ijciuriay        .  .        .  . 

OQ  Q 

Q  Q  Q  1 

ix. 

lo  better  nimselt. 

Left  for  England. 

A  ■Rnllon 

ix.  x)aiian        .  .        .  . 

Li  .O.tJO 

o.o.yo 

JJ. 

Drunkenness. 

E.  Bernier 

30.3.93 

17.4.93 

R. 

Quarrelsome. 

D.  Munro       .  .        .  . 

18.3.93 

15.1.94 

R. 

TjATf.  for  "N'pw  ^pfllinrl 

Gr.  M.  Thompson 

14.12.92 

7.6!93 

R.' 

Transferred  to  Greneral 

Office. 

E.  Elder 

23.11.92 

13.12.92 

R. 

Too  old  for  work. 

F.  Flowers 

21.12.92 

24.6.93 

R. 

To  better  himself. 

J.  Renniek 

16.12.92 

27.3.93 

D. 

Drunkenness. 

J.  Mansfield 

10.1.93 

27.9.93 

R. 

Left  for  England. 

W.  lioxley 

24.12.92 

18.9.93 

R. 

Left  for  England. 

J.  Hardwiek 

4.1.93 

27.9.93 

R. 

Ill-health. 

E.  Swindell      .  . 

26.2.92 

23.12.92 

R. 

To  better  himself. 

C.  Spaire 

20.8.92 

6.9.92 

D. 

Drunkenness. 

A.  K.  Parker  .  . 

17.10.92 

13.1.93 

R. 

Left  for  England. 

J.  H.  Green 

10.12.92 

23.12.92 

R. 

Ill-health. 

F.  Spurier 

29.9.93 

4.11.93 

D. 

Drunkenness. 

COOKS  AT  MALE  LEPERS. 


Date  of 

Name. 

Engagement. 

Dismissal  or 
Resignation. 

C.  M.  Killar    .  . 

10.1.93 

1.2.93 

Drunkenness. 

William  Me  (boy) 

6.2.93 

16.1.94 

R. 

Lpft  for  New  Zealand. 

E.  Savage  (boy) 

26.7.92 

10.10.92 

D. 

Carelessness  in  leper 

kitchen. 

H.  McKay 

18.10.92 

3.1.93 

R. 

Incompetent. 

H.  Hornby 

5.1.93 

9.1.93 

D. 

Incompetent. 

W.  Schepor  (boy) 

5.12.92 

31.12.92 

R. 

Take  up  another  situation 

A.  Savage  (boy) 

10.9.92 

4.12.92 

R. 

Father  left  the  island. 

H.  Sheldon     .  . 

25.7.92 

28.10.92 

D. 

Assaulting  a  lunatic. 

James  Me 

7.1.93 

24.3.93 

D. 

Carelessness  in  leper 
kitchen. 

G.  Boomsma   .  . 

23.8.92 

9.1.93 

R. 

To  better  himself. 

I 

COOKS  AT  nurses'  HOME. 


Name. 

Engagement. 

Date  of 
Dismissal  or 
Resignation . 

Sarah  Collison  .  . 

25.8.92 

6.9.92 

D. 

Incompetent. 

S.  A.  Rowan    .  . 

5.9.92 

14.10.92 

D. 

Unsatisfactory. 

M.  Ewart 

14.10.92 

23.12.92 

D. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Mary  Jansen    .  .        .  . 

24.12.92 

21.3.93 

D. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Emily  Hart 

1.4.93 

4.1.93 

R. 
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Eeturn  showing  Number  of  Officers  Resigned  or  Dismissed  since  the 
Promulgation  of  the  Leprosy  Repression  Act — (Continued). 

NURSES  FEMALE  LEPERS. 

Name. 

Engagement. 

Date  of 
Dismissal  or 
Resignation. 

E.  Pavel 
B.  Held 
L.  Voigt 
J.  Knudsen 
A.  Wilson 
W.  Pavel 

20.5.92 
1-3.6.92 
20.9  92 
1.6.93 
20.9.93 
20.5.92 

31.5.93 
30.6.92 

31.10.92 
31.9.93 
16.3.94 

16.11.92 

R. 
R. 
D. 
R. 
R. 
D. 

No  reason  given. 
Unsatisfactory  worker. 
Incompetent. 
Married. 

Because  Matron  resigned. 
Services  dispensed  with. 

cook  female  lepers. 

Name. 

Engagement. 

Date  of 
Dismissal  or 
Resignation. 

C.  O'Reilly     .  . 

10.10.91 

13.6.92 

D. 

Unsatisfactory  work. 

ERRAND  BOY. 

Name. 

Engagement. 

Date  of 
Dismissal  or 
Resignation. 

W.  Franzen    . . 

1.7.93 

8.11.93 

R. 

Take  up  work  in  Cape 
Town. 

NURSES  MALE  LEPERS. 

Name. 

Engagement. 

Date  of 
Dismissal  or 
Resignation. 

E.  Campbell    .  . 
H.  Selwyn 
A.  Foster 
Ivy  Gardner 
M.  Roberts 
G.  Williams     .  . 
j  E.  Downes 
n.  J.  Cloete    .  . 
M.  Brooks 
A.  Lane 

E.  M.  Cloghry 
'  A.  Fredrique  .  , 

1.10.92 
12.10.92 
1.1.93 

9.3.93 
17.7.93 
20.8.92 
13.6.92 
20.8.92 
10.9.92 
1.10.92 

1.4.93 
21.4.93 

3.3.93 
28.11.92 
30.5.93 
30.6.93 
16.12.93 
30.10.92 
13.6.93 
31.12.92 
31.3.93 
20.5,93 

15.4.93 
21.5.93 

D. 
D. 
R. 
R. 
1  R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 

R. 
R. 

Too  old  for  Avork. 
Too  old  for  work. 
Temporary  aiipointment. 
Not  stated  reasons. 
Ill-health. 

Temporary  appointment. 
Married. 

Temporary  appointment. 
Left  for  England. 
Disagreement  with 
Nurses. 

Disagreement  with 

1 

1.4.90 

10.7.93 

R. 

Nurses. 
No  reason  given. 

LEPER  PRISONERS. 

CoNA'icT  Service. 
Circular  No.  9  of  1892. 

Attorney-General's  Office, 
Cape  To^^^l,  mh  May,  1892. 

Sir, 

Leprosy  Repression  Act  1884. 

With  reference  to  the  notification  in  the  Gazette,  promulgating  this  enactment,  I 
am  directed  by  the  Attorney -Oeneral  to  instruct  you  on  no  account  whatever  to  permit 
lepers  to  be  detained  in  the  sick  wards,  or  any  other  portion  of  the  prison,  or  any  lock- 
up in  your  district. 

2.  If  any  person  who  is  committed  on  a  criminal  warrant  is  found  to  be  a  leper,  the 
case  should  be  reported  forthwith  to  this  department  in  order  that  the  Attorney- 
General  may  decide  what  measures  to  adopt  with  respect  to  him. 

3.  Be  good  enough  to  hand  a  copy  of  this  circular  to  the  Groaler  of  the  district 
prison,  and  to  the  keeper  of  each  Look-up  in  your  district. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  J.  GRAHAM, 
Secretary  to  the  Law  Department. 

To  each  Resident  Magistrate. 


Convict  Service. 
Circular  No.  13  of  1892. 

Attorney-General's  Office 

Cape  Town,  1st  July,  1892. 

Sir, 

LEPER  PRISONERS :  REMOVAL  TO  ROBBEN  ISLAND. 

I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  arrangements  have  now  been  made  for  the  ac- 
commodation  of  all  leper  prisoners  as  ordinary  patients  at  Robben  Island,  and  to  request 
you  to  be  good  enough  in  each  case,  as  soon  as  the  disease  is  established,  to  take  the 
necessary  steps,  under  the  Leprosy  Repression  Act  of  1884,  for  the  removal  of  the 
person  afflicted. 

You  should,  however,  in  each  case  report  to  this  department  the  nature  of  the 
offence  committed  by  the  prisoner,  and  the  fact  that  you  are  taking  steps  for  his  removal 
in  order  that  the  Attorney-General's  approval  of  your  action  may  be  secured. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  J.  GRAHAM, 
Secretary  to  the  Law  Department. 

To  eaiih 

Resident  Magistrate  and 
Superintendent  of  n, 

Convict  Station.  A7,vj.  7-02 


TRANSPORT  OF  LEPERS. 

Leprosy  Commission, 
Cape  Town, 

March  7th,  1894. 

Sijt^ — Xhe  Commission  appointed  by  the  Government  to  enquire  into  the  cause  and 
spread  of  leprosy  have  been  given  to  understand  that  you  recently  brought  down  two 
lepers  by  rail,  in  transit  to  Robben  Island. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  would  give  the  Commission  any  Information  in  your 
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power  regarding  the  transit  of  lepers  by  rail,  what  certificates  you  were  furnished  with 
where  you  delivered  the  patients,  what  arrangements  are  made  for  food  supply,  &c.,  and 
any  other  details  bearing  om  the  subject. 

Would  you  state  also  whethra-  leprosy  is  prevalent  in  your  district. 

I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  S.  FLETCHER, 

Secretary. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Fowler,  Herschel. 


Herschel, 

March  12th,  1894, 

To  the  Secretary, 

Leprosy  Ooinmission, 

Cape  Town. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst.,  and 
in  reply  beg  to  state  that  I  shall  be  most  liappy  to  render  the  Commission  every  assist- 
ance I  possibly  can.  I  have  assisted  the  Government  in  supervising  the  work  at  the 
Leper  Hospital  here  since  the  2.3rd  of  September,  1892.  On  the  23rd  September,  1893, 
a  batch  of  seven  lepers  were  removed  from  Herschel  to  Robben  Island  ;  on  that  occasion 
two  leper  females  remaiued  behind  owing  to  their  weak  state  of  health.  On  the  13th 
ultimo  I  left  Herschel  on  roiife  for  Cape  To^vn,  the  two  lepers  and  their  attendant  being 
driven  in  a  Cape  cart  drawn  b}'  four  mules.  I  rode  on  horseback  ;  we  arrived  in  Aliwal 
North  about  4.30  p.m.  the  same  afternoon.  I  communicated  with  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate of  that  town,  having  had  an  official  letter  for  that  gentleman  from  the  Resident 
Magistrate  of  Herschel,  re  obtaining  a  supply  of  food  for  the  journey  consisting  of 
bread  and  meat,  as  no  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  G-overnment  for  cooking  on  the 
journey.  The  Resident  Magistrate  of  Aliwal  North  was  asked  by  the  Resident  Magistrate 
of  Herschel  that  the  District  Surgeon  of  Aliwal  be  requested  to  inspect  the  lepers,  his 
inspection  being  satisfactory.  I  then  proceeded  t-o  the  Railway  Station,  and  handed 
the  Stationmaster  an  official  letter  from  the  Resident  Magistrate  of  Herschel.  I  re- 
quested him  to  allow  me  to  put  the  lepers  into  their  carriage  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
have  a  good  night's  rest  before  starting  next  morning  ;  lie  agreed.  I  saw  them  placed 
into  the  hospital  can'iage,  equipped  with  sufficient  blankets  and  provisions,  and  gave 
them  brandy  in  tea,  about  a  teaspoonful,  before  retiring  that  night.  On  the  4th  ultimo 
at  eight  a.m.  we  left  per  train  for  Cape  Town  ;  whenever  I  thought  necessary  I  gave 
them  a  teaspoonful  of  brandy  in  tea ;  the  latter  I  obtained  at  different  stations  along  the 
journey.  At  Naauwport  Junction  the  leper  carriage  was  detached  from  the  passenger 
train,  and  we  had  to  wait  fully  ten  hours  there  ;  we  were  then  hooked  on  to  the  goods 
train  arriving  in  Cape  Town  about  12.30  a.m.  on  Saturday,  the  17th,  having  been  four- 
and-a-half  days  and  three  nights  on  the  road.  I  consider  that  the  Government  could 
make  far  better  arrangements  than  they  have  at  present  for  the  conveyance  of  lepers 
travelling  a  long  distance.  These  poor  afflicted  and  despised  creatures  are  closed  in  a 
small  space  8  by  10,  and  if  not  provided  with  all  necessary  requirements,  and  some  com- 
petent person  in  charge  of  them  to  see  that  their  wants  are  attended  to,  they  simply  get 
no  attention  whatsoever.  Food  must  in  every  case  be  carried  with  them.  The  lepers 
were  delivered  at  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital,  Cape  Town  ;  the  following  Monday  they 
proceeded  to  Robben  Island.  The  Resident  Magistrate  of  Herschel  gave  me  instruc- 
tions that  every  possible  arrangement  was  to  be  made  to  make  the  lepers  comfortable. 
In  my  own  opinion,  and  also  that  of  a  great  many  residents  of  many  years'  standing, 
we  consider  that  leprosy  is  prevalent  in  this  district,  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  difficult 
matter  to  arrive  at  the  exact  number  of  lepers  in  the  district,  as  a  great  many  try  to 
liide  the  fact  from  outsiders  that  they  are  afflicted  with  this  disease. 

I  hiive  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  E.  FOWLER. 
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The  following  are  the  certificates  which  anoompanied  lepers  : — 
District  Surgeon's  Certificate. 
Justice  of  the  Peace  or  Field  Cornet's  Certificate. 
Statement  of  Ages,  &c.,  under  Leper  Act. 
Statement  for  Colonial  Secretary  under  Leper  Act  1884. 


LETTERS  re  ADMINISTRATION. 

Robben  Island, 

16th  April,  1894. 

Dbar  Dr.  Impey, 

On  taking  over  the  male  leper  wards  again  I  should  be  glad  to  he  informed,  in 
order  to  assist  me  in  carrying  out  my  duties,  if  you  were  able  to  find  any  grounds  for 
the  numerous  complaints  which  you  stated  in  your  letters  of  February  4th  and  6th  had 
been  made  you  by  the  male  lepers,  and  which  were  of  so  serious  ;i  nature  that  you 
found  it  necespary  to  take  over  the  wards  yourself  to  investigate.  I  should  also  like  to 
know  what  the  several  complaints  were,  and  if  they  have  been  remedied. 

I  wish,  further,  for  definite  instructions  as  to  the  continuance  of  alterations  whicli 
have  been  made  in  discipline,  &c.,  diiring  the  two  months  you  have  had  charge  of  the 
male  leper  Avards,  and  which  are  of  such  a  nature  that,  should  I  discontinue  them  (and 
I  disapprove  of  most  of  them),  I  anticipate  serious  trouble,  if  not  disturbance. 

1.  The  issue  of  dagga :  I  understand  there  are  over  80  men  now  receiving  dagga 
daily  ;  the  first  man  who  received  it  had  only  a  shoit  time  previou.sly  been  reported  to 
you  by  me  as  threatening  anotlier  man's  life  in  the  wards. 

2.  The  permission  of  female  relatives  of  male  lepers  to  stay  over  from  one  boat 
day  to  another. 

3.  The  daily  visits  of  female  lepers  to  male  lepers  on  request  of  the  la(ter  outside 
of  the  usual  visiting  day. 

4.  The  issue  of  such  extras,  as  sardines,  &c.:  I  would  be  much  assisted  if  I  could 
be  fui-nished  with  a  list  of  extras  which  can  be  ordered  by  the  medical  oificer. 

5.  The  issue  of  surgical  dressings,  olive  oil,  &c.,  to  be  applied  in  the  wards  instead 
of  in  the  dressing-room  at  No.  1  pavilion. 

6.  The  issue  of  passes  for  the  steamer  :  Yoiu-  letter  of  the  4th  January,  re  passes 
for  lepers  having  fiiends  in  Cape  Town,  has  not  been  adhered  to. 

Yours  truly, 

P.  EVERARD  TODD,  M.B. 

Chief  and  Medical  Superintendent, 
Robben  Island. 


Robben  Island, 

17th  April,  1894. 

Dear  Dr.  Todd, 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  I 
think  it  qui:e  imnecessary  to  explain  why  I  took  over  the  male  leper  wards  for  a  time, 
and  that  whether  you  approve  of  my  management  of  the  wards  or  not  is  a  matter  of 
perfect  indifference  to  me. 

With  regard  to  your  request  for  instructions  re  certain  matters  I  have  the  honour 
to  state : — 

1.  Issue  of  dagga :  This  is  a  matter  which  I  must  leave  to  your  discretion,  though 
I  see  no  harm  in  issuing  a  very  limited  quantity  to  men  who  can  be  trusted— as  a 
special  privilege.    If  the  privilege  is  abused,  it  must  be  stopped  at  once. 

2.  The  permission  of  female  relations  of  male  lepers  to  stay  over  from  one  boat 
day  to  another,  or  longer,  is  a  matter  which  must  be  dealt  with  by  me  alone,  though  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  consider  any  recommendation  you  may  wish  to  make. 

3.  Daily  visits  of  female  lepers  to  the  male  wards  in  certain  cases  where  the  male 
lepers  are  dangerously  ill,  or  in  a  dying  state,  I  have  allowed  the  female  friends  to  see 
the  patient  every  day.  I  think  this  might  be  continued,  though  the  whole  matter  of 
visits  of  either  male  or  female  lepers  should  be  regulated  according  to  yom^  discretion, 
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4.  I  cannot  give  you  a  list  of  extras  whicli  could  be  ordered  by  the  medical  officer 
in  charge  of  any  part  of  the  institution,  as  it  is  a  pm-ely  personal  matter.  If  you  think 
any  of  the  patients  under  your  charge  for  medical  reasons  require  sardines,  by  all  means 
give  them  to  him  or  her. 

5.  With  regard  to  the  issue  of  surgical  dresssings,  you  must  use  your  own  dis- 
cretion. 

6.  Re  passes  for  steamer,  adhere  to  instructions  conveyed  in  my  letter  of  tho  4th 
January ;  in  exceptional  cases  exercise  discretional  powers. 

Yours  truly, 

S.  P.  IMPEY,  M.D., 

Chief  and  Medical  Superintendent. 

The  Assistant  Medical  Officer, 
Robben  Island. 


PETITION  TO  PARLIAMENT. 

Leprosy  Commission, 

Cape  Town,  May  24th,  1894. 

SiK, — I  beg  to  inform  you  that  evidence  has  been  adduced  before  the  Commission 
to  the  effect  that  you  were  instrumental  in  getting  up  a  petition  to  Parliauieut  which 
had  an  unsettling  eite<jt upon  the  leper  patients. 

The  Commission  would  be  glad  to  learn  whether  this  was  the  case,  and  if  so,  what 
was  the  nature  of  the  petition.  If  you  can  forward  a  copy  of  the  same  I  should  be 
glad,  and  any  other  information  in  connection  therewith. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
8ir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  F.  K.  MURRAY,  M.D., 

Cliaii'man. 

Rev.  W.  Watkixs,  Robben  Island. 


Robben  Island, 

May  26tli,  1894. 

Dear  Sir, — Thf  facts  about  the  petition  are  as  folloAvs : 

The  substance  of  the  petition  Avas  a  request  of  the  patients  to  be  allowed  to  return 
to  their  homes. 

Petitions  were  sent  to  Parliament  b}''  both  the  male  and  female  patients,  the  desire 
to  send  the  petition  being,  so  far  as  I  know,  not  prompted  by  any  outside  intlueuee. 

The  male  patients  wrote  their  own  petition,  the  female  patients,  having  no  one  of 
their  number  able  or  willing  to  do  so,  requesting  me  to  write  for  them ;  this  I  did,  and 
also  assisted  them  by  wiitiug  the  names  beside  the  marks  of  those  who  could  not  write  : 
this  was  on  June  14th,  1893  ;  if  the  petition  has  not  been  destroyed  my  name  will  be 
found  signed  on  it  as  witness  to  the  marks. 

I  kept  no  copy  of  the  petition  ^or  list  of  the  signatures. 

The  petitions  were  as  I  gathered  from  the  paj^ers  presented  to  Parliament,  and  on 
Jitly  22nd,  189^,  a  number  of  members  of  Parliament  visited  the  island,  to  enquire  into 
the  state  of  the  leper  patients,  as  a  result  I  believe  of  tho  petitions  sent  by  them. 

This  is  all  the  information  I  am  able  to  give  you  on  the  subject,  enough  I  hope, 
however,  to  explain  to  you  my  share  in  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  WATKINS, 

Ohaplam. 
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Ch.  E.  K.  Murray,  Esq.,  M.D., 

Chairman  Leprosy  Commisaiou. 


SANITATION  OF  ROBBBN  ISLAND.— DR.  GEEctORY'S  REPORT. 

Colonial  Office,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

Cape  Town,  January  27th,  1893. 
RoBBEN  Island  Inspection  of  Water  Supply. 

Sir, — Having  made  an  inspection  of  the  several  sources  of  water  supply  on  Robhen 
Island,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you  the  result  thereof. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  island  are  mainly  supplied  with  water  obtained  from  shalloAv 
wells  and  springs  or  fountains,  the  situation  and  description  of  which  are  as  follows : — 

1.  The  old  Windmill  Well,  being  the  highest  situated  well  on  the  island,  the  ground 
being  some  40  feet  above  sea  level.  It  lies  at  about  65  yards  to  the  back  of  the  male 
lunatic  wards  (the  closets  of  which  are  about  25  yards  from  the  well),  and  at  about 
170  yards  due  east  from  the  old  burial  ground,  the  latter  being  at  a  higher  level  than 
the  well.  It  is  46ft.  6in.  deep,  and  its  sides  axe  practically  uusteined.  It  is  surrounded 
by  a  low,  badly-built  coping.  Such  a  well  must  be  freely  permeable  at  all  levels,  from 
the  surface  downwards. 

1.  The  New  Windmill  Well,  or  Mule  Well,  situated  at  about  60  yards  from  tlie 
north-east  corner  of  the  male  lunatic  wards,  appears  to  be  but  in  little  better  condition 
than  the  old  well.  It  is  36ft.  6in.  deep.  These  two  wells  are  the  chief  source  of  water 
supply  of  the  island,  all  except  the  female  leper  Avards  receiving  their  water  therefrom. 
An  elevated  tank,  to  hold  6,400  gallons,  is  being  constructed  for  distribution  to  all 
parts  of  the  settlement. 

3.  A  well,  close  to  the  shore,  near  the  lauding  place,  which  I  am  told  is  now 
discarded.  It  is  said  to  have  yielded  at  one  time  good  water,  but  in  the  attempt  to 
increase  its  yield  by  deepening,  the  sea  was  let  in  and  the  water  is  now  too  brackish  for 
use. 

4.  The  Whalebone  Well,  situated  at  some  100  yards  to  the  south-east  corner  of 
the  female  leper  wards.  It  is  17ft.  6in.  deep,  is  simply  dug  out  of  the  rock,  and  is 
uusteined.  It  contains  a  foul  orange-coloured  water,  and  is,  I  am  told,  not  used  for 
any  purpose.    Its  daily  yield  is  250  gallons. 

5.  The  Central  Well,  situated  at  about  80  yards  directly  in  front  of  the  female 
leper  wards,  and  on  a  slightly  lower  level  between  them  and  the  sea.  It  is  very  shallow, 
being  only  r2ft.  6in.  deep,  and  is  only  some  50  yards  from  the  edge  of  the  sea.  It  is 
uusteined,  being  merely  lined  with  loose  stones.  Its  yield  is  about  950  gallons  per 
diem.    This  well  is  comparatively  now. 

6.  A  spring  or  fountain,  situated  also  in  front  and  to  the  north  of  the  female  leper 
wards,  some  50  yards  off  and  at  the  same  distance  north  of  the  Central  Well.  This 
forms  a  terribly  foul  pond,  covered  with  aquatic  vegetation.  These  two  sources  of 
water  are  connected  to  a  common  pump,  by  which  the  water  is  supplied  to  the  female 
leper  wards,  there  being  a  stop-cock  by  which  the  water  can  be  pumped  as  well  from 
either  the  central  well  or  the  spring, 

7.  At  the  extreme  northern  end  of  the  island  is  a  spring  which  Mr.  Bain  considers 
would  yield  a  permanent  supply,  of  pure  water.  An  analysis  made  at  the  time  showed 
it  to  be  polluted  and  to  contain  19"7G  grains  of  chlorine  [?  to  the  gallon).  The  pollution 
was  thought  to  be  due  to  the  droppings  of  cattle  and  to  the  amoimt  of  vegetation 
growing  in  the  pool,  and  it  was  believed  that  it  could  be  remedied  by  proper  cleansing. 
The  spring  comes  to  the  siuiace  at  about  70  yards  distant  from  the  sea-line. 

8.  A  couple  of  small  springs  on  the  western  side  of  the  island.  I  had  not  the 
time  to  inspect  Nos.  7  and  8. 

During  the  past  two  years  many  analyses  of  the  water  obtained  from  these  sources 
have  been  made,  but  most  unfortunately  in  but  few  cases  has  any  note  as  to  the 
particular  well  or  spring  from  which  the  samples  were  obtained  been  recorded ;  and, 
further,  many  of  these  analyses  fail  to  supply  information  quite  as  full  as  it  might  be, 
the  analysis  frequently  not  having  been  carried  beyond  the  mere  estimation  of  the 
amount  of  solids  and  of  chlorine.  But  there  is  another  and  more  serious  difficulty 
arising  from  the  entire  absence  of  analytical  data  as  to  the  qualities  of  normal  Robben 
Island  water,  that  is,  of  water  which  cannot  have  been  affected  by  any  of  what  I  may 
call  the  obvious  artifioial  means  of  contamination  which  undoubtedly  exist  in  the  case 
of  all  the  wells  at  present  in  use  on  the  island.  This  difficulty  is  in  no  way  more 
severely  felt  than  when  attempting  to  arrive  at  a  correct  appreciation  of  the  chlorides 
or  salt.  These  may  be  derived  from  tliree  distant  sources,  viz.,  (a)  from  the  soil  and 
strata  through  which  the  water  has  percolated,  (b)  from  admixture  with  sea  water, 
(c)  from  animal  organic  contamination,  more  especially  that  caused  by  urine. 

As  to  the  first,  the  nature  of  the  geological  formation  of  the  island  renders  this 
unlikely,  and  an  analysis  of  some  of  the  soil  gave  but  0*010  per  cent,  of  chlorine, 
while  the  various  analyses  of  the  water  give  an  average  of  0'034  per  cent,  at  least,  bo 
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tkat  we  may  exclude  tbie.  as  being  the  sonroe.  With  regard  to  the  second  possible 
cause  against  it  is  the  fact  that  the  geological  arrangement  of  the  strtita  is  such  as  to 
render  the  admixture  with  sea  water  unlikely  and  also  that  a  comparison  of  later  with 
former  analysis  sIioavs  that  on  the  whole  a  marked  increase  has  taken  place  in  the  amount  of 
this  consistent.  On  the  other  hand,  on  looking  at  the  entire  series  of  analysis  one 
cannot  but  be  struck  by  the  singular  constancc  with  which  it  is  present  in  all  the  waters 
analysed. 

Further,  the  amount  is  extremely  high  even  for  a  most  polluted  water.  I  must  also 
point  out  that  although  tlie  level  of  the  surface  of  the  water  contained  in  the  wells  is 
in  every  case  above  liigh  water  sea  level  (in  the  case  of  the  old  windmill  well  as  much 
as  21  feet)  yet  in  every  case  the  level  of  the  bottom  of  the  Avells  is  below  liigh  tide 
level,  and  in  the  case  of  the  new  windmill  well,  which  of  the  two  always  gives  the 
highest  proportion  of  chlorides,  is  some  five  feet  below  low  water  level.  I  am  therefore 
of  opinion  that  the  chlorine  is  chiefly  derived  from  the  salt  of  the  sea.  But  while 
an'iving  at  this  conclusii:)n  I  must  remind  you  that  this  bv  no  means  excludes  the 
possibility  of  other  and  artificial  contamination  having-  a  share  in  causing  its  j>reseuoe  ; 
and  of  which  contamination  there  exists  ample  evidence. 

Taking  a  general  xiew  of  the  analysis  of  water  from  the  several  sources  at  present 
in  use — namely,  the  old  and  new  windmill  wells,  and  the  central  well  and  the  spring 
adjoining  the  female  leper  wards — they  all  disclose  the  fact  that  the  water  is  heavilv 
poUuted.  Also  that  this  pollution  is  of  probable  animal  origin,  and  further  that  it  is 
of  recent  date.  This  latter  I'aet  is  evidenced  by  tht^  nitrogen  contained  in  it  beijig  in 
the  chemically  high  grade  of  albuminoid  ammonia,  it  having  been  but  very  partially 
oxidised  into  the  sim})ler  forms  of  free  or  saline  ammonia,  nitrites  and  nitrates.  Further, 
on  looking  at  the  series  of  analyses  it  appears  pretty  certain  that  the  quantity  of 
albuminoid  ammonia  is  graduallj^  increasing.  Next  as  to  the  actual  sources  of 
pollution.  The  groiuid  round  the  old  windinill  well  is  loaded  to  some  depth  with 
cattle  dung  of  all  ages.  At  the  time  of  my  inspection  there  were  several  head  of  cattle 
standing  and  lying  around.  It  is,  in  fact,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  Icraal.  When- 
ever the  rain  falls  on  the  ground,  or  water  is  spilt  on  it,  or  any  of  the  cattle  urinate,  it 
percolates  through  the  soil  into  the  well,  carrying  with  it,  in  a  dissolved  or  suspended 
form,  portions  of  this  dung,  soon  to  find  its  way,  piraetically  unchanged,  into  the  well, 
there  to  mingle  Avith  the  wnter.  Tliis  is  a  very  bad  state  of  affairs,  and  fme  which  it  is 
astonishing  should  ever  have  been  permitted  for  a  moment  to  exist.  In  addition  to 
this,  at  the  short  distance  of  170  yards,  as  before  mentioned,  lies  the  old  burifil  ground. 
Taking  into  considei'ation  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  the  dip  of  its  strata,  this  mu.st  be 
a  source  of  contamination,  but  the  contamination  from  this  source  is  not  likely  to  be  so 
great  as  the  one  I  have  jusf  pointed  out,  for  this  only  contaminates  the  actual  rain 
which  falls  on  and  close  around  the  buiial  ground,  while  in  the  other  ease  filth  is  being 
constantly  poured  into  the  ground.  The  solid  and  licpiid  excretions  voided  by  an 
animal  during  one  year  amount  to  several  times  its  body  Aveiglit,  while  its  body  would 
take  some  years  to  entirely  decay  away  in  the  ground. 

The  pollution  of  the  new  Avindmill  well  can  also  be  easily  accounted  for.  It  is 
fairly  surrounded  at  no  great  distance  by  dwellings.  So  far  as  I  was  able  to  ascertain, 
with  but  slight  exception,  no  ]5rovision  whatever  is  made  foi'  the  removal  of  household 
waste  and  sloji  waters.  The  chamber  urine,  I  am  tx)ld,  is  supposed  to  be  emptied  into 
the  closet  pails,  which  in  almost  every  case  are  situated  at  scmie  distance  from  the 
house  ;  and  although  in  many  cases  this  is  doubtless  honestly  oariied  out  it  requires  but 
little  knowledge  of  human  nature  to  form  a  fairly  Cfjrrect  (jpini'in  as  to  what  becomes 
of  a  large  portion  of  it.  With  regard  to  all  other  slops,  wnste  water,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  refuse,  it  is  "  just  throAvii  f)utside."  This  nmst  lead  to  a  very  gross  and 
serious  pollution  of  the  soil  generally,  and  its  elfect  in  the  quality  of  the  A\  ater  in  any 
aeighboiiring  well,  one  would  sui>pose  could  luirdly  stand  in  need  of  argument.  But 
in  this  respect  there  is  great  difticailty  in  making  people  understand  the  evil  Avhioh  ib 
wrought.  It  is  a  case  of  "  out  of  sight  out  of  mind,"  the  sand  looks  so  Avhite  aud 
clean,  and  any  fluid  cast  upon  it  sinks  out  of  sight  so  rapidly  that  no  thought  is  given 
to  the  fact  that  it  must  go  soiiieir/icrc,  and  where  else  more  easily  and  natui-ally  than 
into  a  "  shallow  "  well  with  unprotected,  permeable  sides  ?  These  wells  draw  the  water 
from  the  soil  for  long  distances  around  them,  which  I  here  estimate  to  be  in  the  pro- 
portion of  a  radius  of  100  to  150  feet  for  every  foot  that  the  water  in  the  well  is  lowered 
by  pumping.  In  addition  to  this  possible  source  of  pollution  there  exists  another  in 
the  shape  of  the  exceptional  piece  of  drainage  above  mentioned.  This  consists  of  a 
brick  culvert  in  an  exceedingly  bad  state  of  repair,  full  of  holes  and  fissm'es ;  badly 
constructed,  laid  with  insufficient  fall,  too  large  to  be  flushed  by  the  volume  of  water 
usually  passing  through  it  and  liable  to  frequent  obstruction  at  its  outfall  into  the  sea 
by  the  washing  up  of  sand.  It  starts  in  the  closets  and  urinals  in  the  yard  at  the  back 
Ojf  the  male  lunatic  wards,  passes  under  the  building,  and  after  receiving  tribtitaries  in 
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the  shape  of  drains  from  the  kitchen  and  elsewhere  leaves  the  building  opposite  the 
front  entra»ce  and  runs  down  to  the  sea,  passing  the  new  windmill  well  at  a  distance 
of  abour  70  yards  off.  This  drain  conveys  urine  and  other  foul  water  and  is,  so  I  am 
told  by  the  attendant,  a  constant  cause  of  nuisance  and  offences.  In  addition  to  this 
there  is  another  di'ain,  partly  covered  and  partly  open,  wliich  runs  from  the  north- 
east corner  of  the  male  lunatic  quarters,  in  close  proximity  (and  here  it  is  not  measured 
out)  to  the  well.  This  drain  conveys  slops  and  waste  water.  I  am  also  informed  that 
there  are  several  old  and  disused  cesspits  and  drains  about  the  spot,  and  close  down 
upon  the  well  there  has  been  put  up  a  temporary  closet  for  the  use  of  the  workmen 
employed  in  the  erection  of  the  new  storage  tank.  Of  course  this  need  not  necessarily 
lead  to  pollution  of  the  well,  but  the  fact  of  it  having  been  placed  there  at  all  indicates  an 
astonishing  disregard  of  the  simplest  sanitaiy  precautions.  Next  as  to  the  source  of  polluticni 
of  the  wells  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  female  leper  wards,  and  from  wliich  their 
water  supply  is  derived.  The  means  for  pollution  are  here  so  extensive  and  variable  that 
the  following  rough  outline  will  better  illustrate  the  facts  than  can  any  verbal 
statement : — 

A  is  the  central  well  before  described  in  the  accompanying  diagx-am. 

B  is  the  spring  covered  \\'ith  a  thick  coating  of  vegetation.  Floating  on  its 
surface  was  an  excrement,  and  lying  close  to  the  water's  edge  Avas  another. 

At  E  were  a  row  ©f  washing  tubs  lately  used  with  a  well  mai'ked  line  of  dirty 
soap-suds  mnuing  fi'om  them  down  into  the  pond  3;]3. 

C  is  a  hand-]iump  connected  by  pipes  a  and  h  with  the  well  and  the  pond.  At 
the  purnp  C  is  an  unprotected  cock  for  enabling  the  water  to  be  pumped  at  pleasure 
fi-om  either  the  A\'ell  or  the  pond.  On  enquiiy  I  found  that  up  to  within  a.  few  days  of 
my  visit  the  water  had  been  pumped  and  di-ank  from  the  foul  poud,  when  the  tap  had 
been  regulated  to  draw  from  the  well  instead  of  the  pond  by  the  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  himseK.  It  had  obviously  not  been  intended  by  the  authorities  that  the  pond 
water  should  be  pumj^ed,  but  such  is  the  arrangemeut  that  any  person  who  pleases  may 
tamper  with  the  tap. 

F  is  a  disused  cesspit  (through  which  there  are  the  remains  of  a  fonner  water  pipe 
oassing).  G  is  the  mortuary.  H  is  a  row  of  closets.  1  was  told  that  they  are  not 
used  now,  but  on  inspection  I  found  numbers  of  recent  excremental  deposits,  and  the 
place  was  most  offensive.  I  fail  to  see  how  anything  else  could  have  been  expected 
while  it  is  left  open  for  the  use  of  those  lepers  occupying  the  court-yard  clm-ing  the  day-time. 

I  is  a  verj^  carefully  made  cement  washing  basin  which  discharges  its  contents 
tlu'ough  a  carefully  made  cement  fiuTow  into  the  ground  at  I. 

J  is  an  open  drain  running  from  the  kitchen. 

K  conveys  the  dii'ty  slop  and  waste  water  and  discharges  itself  into  a  sumpt- 
hole  at  J. 

The  red  aiTOWs  indicate  the  fall-  of  the  ground. 
(Somewhere  about  the  spot  marked  thus  *  a  piggery  existed. 

This  is  the  water  su]jply  of  no  less  than  143  ignorant,  helpless  lepers.  Without 
further  comment  I  may  say  that  they  are  all  removable  sources  of  pollution,  and 
that  they  have  ever  for  a  moment  been  allowed  to  exist,  is  a  disgi^ace  to  the  sanitary 
management  of  the  island. 

I  believe  that  at  one  time  the  water  in  this  Avell  was  pm*e ;  true  that  in  view  of  its 
structure  and  position,  I  don't  for  a  moment  believe  it  could  have  remained  uncon- 
taminated  to  some  extent,  but  it  is  now  the  worst  contaminated  water  which  I  have 
seen  analysed  from  the  island.  The  water  from  all  the  som'ces  must  be  iiu hesitatingly 
condemned  for  drinkiog  and  culinary  purposes,  and  Ipso  facto  for  the  Avashing  up  of  eating, 
drinking  and  cooking  vessels. 

I  may  mention  lieie,  that  on  enquiry,  I  learn  that  diarrhoea  is  common  on  the 
island,  more  esjiecially  among  fi'csli  arrivals. 

If  all  sources  of  pollution  could  be  and  Avere  reneAved,  the  wells  Avoidd,  doubtless, 
tend  to  pui'ify  themselves  in  a  degree ;  but  this  is  a  matter  of  time,  for  Avhich  the  sandy 
nature  of  the  S(jil  is  extremely  ill-adapted.  In  addition  to  Avhich  all  these  wells  arc 
badly  constructed,  and  in  relation  to  suiTOunding  dwellings  very  badly  situated  for  the 
purpose  of  being  kept  Av  lmlesome.  "With  the  gi'eatest  care  some  amount  of  contamina- 
tion of  them  is  almost  bound  to  occur.  Moreover,  I  very  much  doubt  Avhether  the 
Avater,  Avherever  found  on  Hobben  Island,  can  ever  be  a  safe  and  reliable  source  of 
supply.  Even  that  obtained  from  the  spring  at  the  extreme  northern  end  of  the 
island  has  been  found  to  be  polluted.  For  the  supply  has  to  be  got  from  shalloAv  Avells 
entirely  dependent  for  theii'  water  upon  the  rain  actually  falling  on  the  surface  of  the 
island  ;  Avhile  its  area  is  so  limited ;  its  population  oomjmratively  large  ;  it  has  been  so 
long,  bo  varioubly  and  so  persistently  contaminated,  and  its  soil  is  naturally  so  ill- 
adapted  for  aelf-purification.  The  male  leper  wards  are  Bupplied  to  some  extent  ,by  the 
rainfall  colleote4  from  the  roofs  of  the  paviioas,  and  this,  I  think,  is  the  solution  of  the 
diifioulty  ia  regard  to  drinking  water ;  but  this  plan  must  necessarily  involve  a  large 
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outlay.    At  present  the  rain  is  stored  in  two  ways — («)  in  large  400 -gallon  galranised 
iron  tanks  ;  (b)  in  large  imderground  cement  tanks.    The  first  method  is  to  be  con- 
demned for  these  reasons : — It  is  very  expensive  ;  their  capacity  is  too  small,  and  a 
great  proportion  of  a  good  fall  of  rain  must  necessarily  run  to  waste ;  their  number 
would  preclude  the  use  of  proper  rain-water  separators ;  they  corrode,  and  when  foul 
are  mueli  less  easily  cleaned ;  they  are  more  liable  to  be  tampered  with  by  the  patients 
(of  those  I  saw  numbers  of  them  had  their  lids  off)  ;  they  do  not  keep  the  water  so  cool. 
In  regard  to  cement  tanks,  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  their  position  should  be  care- 
fully chosen.    The  one  at  present  constructed  on  the  island  is  too  near  the  closets, 
being  only  separated  by  some  ten  feet,  the  soil  of  which  was,  at  the  time  I  saw  it,  in 
parts  moist  with  the  lu-ine  that  had  leaked  through  the  back  ;  besides  which  the  drain 
pipe  fi'ora  it  runs  in  dangerous  proximity.    The  absolute  necessity  for  having  them 
perfectly  impermeable  is  obvious.    In  regard  to  the  collection  and  storage  of  rain- 
water from  the  roofs  generally,  the  only  difficult}'  likely  to  occur  is  in  the  ease  of  small 
buildings,  where  the  roof  area  being  limited,  the  cost  of  collection  and  storage  becomes 
out  of  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  water  obtained.    With  reference  to  the  quantity 
required,  this  should  at  least  be  Ih  gallons  per  day  per  person,  viz.  : — 

For  drinking  purposes     .  .  .  .  •  •     s  gallon 

For  cooking       ,,  .  .  . .  .  .  f 

For  washing  .  .  .  .  .  .    -fir  ,, 

II-  galls,  per  day, 

or,  say  550  gallons  per  annum.  This,  however,  is  a  very  close  estimate,  and  with  the 
cost  of  distribution  the  amount  required  will  probably  be  nearer  two  gallons  each,  or 
730  per  annum. 

The  rainfall  last  year  is  said  to  have  been  over  27  inches.  This  was  a  wet  season, 
possibly  a  dry  one  wordd  be  under  20  in.,  and  this,  properly,  should  be  taken  as  1he 
standard.  The  evaporation  from  roofs  averages  in  England  20  per  cent.,  while  ou 
llobben  Island  it  should  be  considerably  more  ;  thus  we  can  hanlly  reckon  on  more 
than  15  or  16  in.  as  being  available  per  annum,  and  this  I  think  is  more  than  would 
be  the  actual  yield.  And  to  obtain  550  gallons  per  annum  we  should  thus  require 
from  65  to  70  square  feet  of  roof  area  for  each  individual.  But  as  above  indicated  in 
practice,  probably  nearly  100  square  feet  would  be  advisable. 

The  only  alternative  plan  consists  in  either  importing  the  water  from  the  main- 
land, or  in  rendering  it  inocuous  by  boiling  under  pressure  in  large  steam  boilers  with 
subsequent  arration.  But  having  regard  to  the  quantity  required — nearly  200  gallons 
per  diem — this  would  be  a  large  and  costly  undertaking.  Much  might  also  be  done  hy 
the  constrviction  of  proper  filter  beds  of  suitable  material,  but  the  cost  of  this  would  be 
little,  if  any,  less  than  that  involved  by  the  collection  and  storage  of  rain-water,  while 
being  less  satisfactory  in  every  way. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  wish  to  draw  attention  to  three  matters  of  great  sanitary 
moment  to  the  future  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  island.  Firstly :  The  great  need 
that  exists  for  a  proper  system  of  drainage — true  sanitation  does  not  end  with  the 
mere  removal  of  excrement.  Secondly  :  The  disposal  of  excrement.  The  plan  now 
adopted  is  to  convey  it  to  an  elevated  spot,  some  little  distance  north  of  the  lighthouse, 
and  there  to  bury  it  in  trenches.  Upon  what  principle  such  a  site  was  chosen  it  is 
ditficult  to  imagine.  This  plan  ought  to  be  discontinued.  The  night-soil  should,  if 
possible,  be  deposited  on  the  beach,  at  low  water,  at  a  distance  from  any  dwelling, 
provided  that  the  currents  are  such  as  to  ensure  it  being  carried  at  once  out  to  sea.  If 
not,  it  shoxdd  be  buried  at  as  low  a  level  near  the  sea-shore  as  possible.  The  most 
satisfactory  method  of  dealing  with  it  would  be  to  take  it  daily  out  to  sea  in  a  special 
boat  for  tlie  purpose,  and  there  dispose  of  it,  the  only  objection  to  this  being  that  on 
stormy  days  the  boat  might  be  prevented  from  going  out,  and  there  is  also  the 
difficulty  of  loading  the  boat.  Tliis  question  is  of  some  magnitude,  when  considered  on 
respect  to  the  small  size  of  the  island.  The  daily  araouot  of  solid  foeces  to  dispose  of 
ought  not  to  be  much  less  than  2  owts.,  and  of  liquid  matter  or  ui-ine  about  25 1  cwts. 
The  third  point  is  as  to  burials  ;  of  course,  the  most  satisfactory  and  hj^gienic  proreduro 
is  to  cremate,  but  in  the  absence  of  this  it  is  advisable  to  choose  a  site  as  far  otf  iind  at 
as  low  a  level  as  possible.  The  liodies,  however,  should  not  be  buried  lower  than  hi^li- 
water  mark,  otherwise  the  rising  and  falling  water  level  may  lead  to  offensive  emana 
tions,    Each  body  should  be  covered  by  at  least  four  feet  of  soil. 

I  liave  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


(Signed)         A.  JOHN  GEEQORY 
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P.S. — The  attaclied  plan,  kindly  draA\Ti  for  me  at  my  request  by  Mr.  McLellan, 
shows  in  detail  the  state  of  things  existing  at  the  female  leper  wards. — 
[Sgd.— A.  J.  G,] 


COMMUNICATION  WITH  MAINLAND. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Local  Government  and  Health  Branch, 

Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  16th  June,  1894. 

Sir,—- In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  I 
am  directed  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  Leprosy  Commission,  the 
enclosed  Statement  which  has  been  furnished  by  the  Chief  and  Medical  Superintendent, 
Eobben  Island,  shewing  approximately  the  cost  of  boats,  steam  communication,  &c., 
between  the  Island  and  the  Mainland  for  one  calendar  year. 

I  may  state  that  the  expenditure  last  j'ear  in  connection  with  this  service  was 
about  £2,600,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  it  will  be  about  the  same  tlus  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  DE  SMIDT, 

Under  Colonial  Secretary. 

The  Chairman,  lieprosy  Commission. 


Estimate  of  the  cost  of  Steam  Communication  between  Bobben  Island  aud  the 
Mainland  for  one  calendar  year: — 


For  166  Ordinary  Trips  under  Contract  . 
For  Additional  Trips : 

Under    |  Say  6  per  Tiger  ffj  £15  , 
Ccmtract.  j    „   6   „  3Iagnet  ®  £10 

Salaries,  &c.  : 


£  s.  d.  £ 
1,500    0  0 


90  0  0 
60    0  0 


Add  i  for  Quarters  [approx.]  .  . 

Marine  Stores,  &r.  : 

Rope,  rowlocks,  canvas,  tar,  Ac,  &c.,  also  re- 
painting and  repairing  boats  [approx  ]  .  . 


1,650    0  0 


Chief  Boatman   93  0  0 

3  Assistants,  £83,  £60,  £60    203  0  0 

4  Rations  for  above  ffi  £20    80  0  0 

Cost  of  uniforms  and  oilskin  clothing  [approx.]  30  0  0 


406    0  0 
68    0  0 


474    0  0 


200    0  0 


Cost  of  Comviots  : 

20  men,         168  days,  '<c  Is. 
n  lbs.  Sugar,  168         ,i   25s.  lid 
1  \    „    Coffee,  168  „     a  12iis. 
10  Oilskin  suits  iv  t'l  Is.  Od..  . 
10  Blanket  suits  a  10s.  (id.    .  . 
40  Pairs  Boots     6s.    .  . 


UW  0  Q 

5  ()  0 

13  2  0 

42  0  0 

21  0  0 

12  0  0 


271    8  0 


Total  approximate  cost  for  one  year,  exchiding 
initial  cost  of  boats 


£2,695    8  0 
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llOBBtN  ISLAND  EBSTAUEANT. 


Jeturn  showing  the  takings  at  the  Eobben  Island  Eestaurant  during  the  twelve 
months  ended  theSlst  May,  1«94  :— 


June,         1 893 
July,  „ 
August,  „ 
September,  „ 
October,  „ 
November,  „ 
December,  „ 
January,  1894 
February, 
March, 
April, 
May, 


Total 


£ 

s. 

d. 

176 

6 

9 

4 

193 

4 

10 

186 

5 

8 

i9r 

11 

9 

189 

11 

5 

195 

13 

2 

196 

16 

2 

188 

14 

11 

223 

8 

1 

135 

4 

7 

152 

11 

5 

£•2,221 

13 

1 

C0RRKSP0N1)K^CE  /'    MlM  TES  OF  EviDHNC'E  AXn  LeTTER  OF  MaKCH  12tH. 

8/2392/oOb. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

t  ape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

June  22nd,  1894. 

Sir, — I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  dated  the  1 1th  and 
14th  June,  the  first  trimsmitting  the  priutea  minutes  of  the  evidence  taken  by  the 
Commission  lor  the  purpose  of  their  interim  report,  and  the  second  requesting  that  I 
should  not  allow  it  tu  I  e  distributed  until  the  (Jommission's  Eeport  is  ready,  so  that 
both  may  appear  simultaneously. 

In  accordance  with  the  Colonial  Secretary's  instructions,  I  mentioned  to  you  at 
our  interview  yesterday  the  difficulties  which  Mr.  Faure  saw  in  the  way  of  dealing 
with  the  volume  of  evidence  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  submitted  to  him. 

lesterday  the  printer  delivered  the  full  number  of  bound  copies  of  the  evidence, 
and  in  deference  to  the  wish  of  the  Commission  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the  14th 
instant  i  gave  instructions  that  it  shoxild  not  be  distributed. 

These  iustru(,tious,  i  may  mention,  were  only  just  in  time  to  prevent  the 
departmental  officers  irom  making  such  distribution,  as  I  had  not  thought  it  necessary 
to  issue  any  previous  instructions,  seeing  that  I  quite  understood  that  the  Commission 
would  arrange  with  the  printer  to  have  the  Interim  Eeport  bound  up  with  the  evidence, 
such  an  arrangement  being  the  only  one  that  will  secure  practical  compliance  with  the 
expressed  wisli  of  the  Commission  that  both  should  appear  simultaneously.  _  I  wjuld 
submit  to  the  Commission  the  difficulty  of  securing  such  simultaneous  distribution  if 
the  Eeport  and  the  evidence  form  two  separate  volumes. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  that  the  Commission  is  in  error  in  stating  sa 
you  do  in  your  letter  of  tlie  1 1th  June,  that  they  have  not  yet  been  supplied  with  the 
documents  asked  for  in  their  letter  No.  88,  of  12th  March  last. 

To  that  letter  my  reply  of  the  29th  May,  No.  8/1900/957,  is  as  complete  an 
answer  as  I  am  able  to  supply. 

I  am  to  intimate  to  the  ComrL's..-ion  that  the  Government  will  give  the  most 
careful  consideration  to  the  request  submitted  in  the  Commission's  letter  of  the  Uth 
June,  as  aho  to  the  evidence  accompanying  that  letter. 

The  Colonial  Secretary  wishes  me,  however,  to  inform  the  Commission  that  whilst 
steps  will  continue  to  be  taken  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  to  maintain  the  highest 
efficiency  of  the  officials  employed  on  Eobben  Island,  it  is  obviously  impossible  to 
prevent  the  occurrence  of  irregularities  such  as  those  which  are  admitted  to  have 
occiirred  in  the  past,  all  of  which,  in  so  far  as  they  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
Government,  have  been  adequately  and  sufficiently  dealt  with. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENEY  DE  SMIDT, 
Under  Colonial  Secretar}-, 

Th«  Chairman  of  the  Leprosy  Commission, 
Cape  Town. 
[G.  10-'94.] 
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Leprosy  Commission, 

6,  Hofmeyr  Chambers, 

June  25th,  1894. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  8/2392/606  of 
the  22u(l  instant,  and  to  state  that  the  Commission  considered  it  wo'ild  be  more  convenient 
to  have  the  minutes  of  evidence  and  report  printed  in  separate  vuiu  iie-s. 

With  regard  to  the  paragraph  in  which  you  state  "  that  the  Coinaiissiori  is  iu  error 
in  stating,  that  they  have  not  yet  been  supplied  with  the  documents  asked  for  iu  their 
letter  Np.  88  of  12th  March  last,"  the  Commission  much  regret  that  you  are  unable  to 
suppl}'  them  with  the  documents  asked  for. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  F.  K.  MUi;EAY,  M.D., 

Chairman. 

The  Under  Colonial  Secretary. 
FURTHER  CORRESPONDENCE  rc  EVIDENCE  AND  REPORT 

Leprosy  Commission,  June  11th,  1894. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour,  by  desire  of  the  Leprosy  Commission,  to  transmit  here- 
with the  printed  Minutes  of  the  Evidence  taken  by  them  for  the  Interim  Report. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Minutes  of  Evidence,  and  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Commision,  dated  March  19th,  1894,  and  for  the  information  of  the  Grovern- 
ment,  I  have  to  draw  your  attention  to  evidence  contained  therein,  affecting  the 
personal  character  of  certain  officials  on  Robben  Island. 

It  would  seem,  however,  that  some  of  the  matters  allu  led  to  have  already  come 
under  your  notice,  as  indicated  in  the  letter  of  the  U.C.S.,  of  the  29th  May,  1894.  (No. 
8/1900/957). 

Although  the  Commission  have  not  been  supplied  with  the  documents  asked  for  in 
their  letter  No.  88  of  12th  March,  1894,  from  the  evidence  taken  tliey  feel  satisfied  that 
there  have  been  many  and  serious  offfuees  committed  from  time  to  time. 

In  handing  this  matter  over  to  the  Grovernment  the  Commission  are  anxious  to 
express  their  hearty  recognition  of  the  earnest  endeavours  made  for  the  welfare  and 
management  of  the  leper  institution,  and  the  Coiuuiission  feel  confident  that  steps  will 
be  taken  to  maintain  the  highest  efiiciency  of  the  officials  employed,  for  they  are  of 
opinion  that  nowhere  is  such  a  course  more  important  than  on  Robben  Island  ;  where 
nothing  should  occur  calculated  to  decrease  the  moral  infiuence  or  lower  the  "  status  " 
of  the  officials,  or  lessen  the  confidence  of  tlic  public  in  an  important  State  institution. 

Seeing  that  the  evidence  is  of  an  "  ex-parte "  nature,  it  will  be  observed  that 
certain  blank  spaces  are  left ;  these  spaces  indicate  the  names  of  the  individuals  men- 
tioned, and  the  Commission  forward  herewith  a  key  thereto. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  F.  K.  MURRAY,  M.D„ 

Chairman. 

The  Hon.  Colonial  Secretary. 


6,  Hofmeyr  Chambers, 

June  14th,  1894. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  the  Leprosy  Commission  have  this  day  sent 
&  portion  of  their  report  in  manuscript  to  the  printers,  and  they  are  anxious  that  the 
strictest  privacy  should  be  maintained  in  regard  thereto. 

Instructions  have  been  given  that  eight  proofs  only  are  to  be  struck  off,  and  these 
are  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Commission  without  delay  for  revision. 

With  reference  to  the  volume  of  Minutes  of  Evidence  which  has  already  been  for- 
warded to  the  Grovernment,  I  am  instructed  by  the  Commission  to  request  that  you  will 
not  allow  it  to  be  distributed  until  their  report  is  ready,  so  that  both  may  appear 
simultaneously. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  F.  K.  MURRAY,  M.D., 

Chairman. 

The  Under  Colonial  Secretary. 
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DOCUMENTS  ASKED  FOE  BY  THE  COMMISSION,  BUT  NOT  SUPPLIED. 

Map  of  Hobbeii  Island. 
Sketch  plan  of  leper  asylums. 

Classification  of  expenditure  on  liquor  regulations  and  restrictions  for  lepers 
isolated  at  their  own  homes. 

Instructions  to  official  visitors. 

Table  showing  floor  space  and  cubic  air  space  per  bed  in  the  various  dormitories 
and  day  rooms. 

Particulars  of  ventilation  and  warming. 

Regulations  or  instructions  issued  to  officials  or  attendants  at  the  leper  asylum. 
List  of  kit  and  equipment  supplied  to  lepers. 

Return  showing  number  of  ofPences  committed  by  lepers  and  punish  ment  awarded 
them. 

•  ^Return  of  complaints  made  by  leper  patients,  with  reports  on  same  by  the  surgeon- 
superintendent,  or  copy  of  complaint  book. 

Return  of  vaccinated  and  unvaoeinated  lepers. 
Return  of  lunatic  lepers. 

Conditions  under  which  a  certain  patient,  Mr.  of  ,  was  dis- 

charged from  the  island. 
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No.  16,  Committee  Koom, 

House  of  Assembly.  Cape  Town, 
February  16th,  1894. 


LEPROSY  COMMISSIOjS". 


Sir, 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  enquire  into  various  matters  connected 
with  Leprosy  in  the  Colony,  are  anxious  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  those  who 
are  able  to  assist  them.  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  series  of  questions 
which  the  Commissioners  submit  for  your  consideration,  and  to  ask  you  to  be 
good  enough  to  give  them  the  benefit  of  your  advice  and  experience  on  the 
points  referred  to. 

I  am, 
Sir, 

Yours  very  faithfully, 
CKAKLES  i\  K.  MUlitiAY,  M.D..  Men.  F.R.C.S., 

Chairman. 


1 .  Name  and  qualifications. 


Address. 


2 

Have  any  cases  of   Leprosy  occurred  uuder   your   observation  ? 
Kiudly  favour  the  Coniniissiou  with  your  experieuce. 


To  what  extent  does  Leprosy  obtain  in  your  district — 

(a)  Among  whites. 

(b)  Among  other  races  ? 


In  your  opinion,  is  it  increasing  or  decreasing  ill  your  district  ? 
Please  state  your  reasons  for  holding  this  opinion. 


3 

How  many  cases  do  you  believe  to  be  at  larr/e  m  your  district  ? 


4.  Which  form  is  most  common,  and  by  what  symptoms  most  commonly 
noticed  ? 


f).  Can  you  give  any  information  as  to  the  duration  of  the  period  of 
incubation,  the  mode  of  onset,  and  character  of  the  initial 
symptoms  ? 


4 

To  what  exteat  is  Leprosy  modified  by  other  diseases  ? 


What  other  diseases,  in  your  opinion,  may  be  mistaken  for  Leprosy  ' 


Do  you  consider,  and  have  yon  any  ovidenee  going  to  prove,  that 
Leprosy  is  diffused  by  hereditary  transmission,  and  if  so,  is  it  by 
means  of  transmission  from  mother  to  foetus  of  the  actual 
disease  itself  (u)  in  utero  during  parturition  ;  or  merely  a 
transmission  of  constitutional  peculiarities  favourable  to  the 
.  development  of  l,eprosy  ?  Kindly  detail  any  evidence  bearing 
ii;»on  this. 


5 


9.  Do  you  consider  that  it  is  ever  commaaicable  from   a  diseased 
individual  to  one  previously  healthy,  and  if  so  — 

(a)  Is  it  so  in  all  forms  ?  Give  in  detail  your  reasons  for  your 
opinion  and  describe  any  cases  which  may  have  come 
under  your  notice. 


(h)  And  in  all  stages  ?  do.  do. 


10.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  it  ever  arises  otherwise  than 
by  contact  or  association  with  a  leprous  individual,  and  if  so, 
in  what  way  ? 


11.  Do  you  consider  that  the  Dreseuce  of  lepers  among  the  population  in 
any  way  injuriously  affects  the  public  health  ? 


12.  Are  yoti  in  favour  of  the  maintenance  of  the  present  system 
compulsory  segregation  in  all  cases,  or  would   you  advise 
modification  of  the  existing  system  ? 


13.  i)o  you  consider  that  leprosy  has  any  relation  with — • 
(ff)  Diet. 

(b)  Unhealthy  surroundings —if  so,  specify. 

(c)  Nervous  or  mental  conditions. 

(d)  Racial  peculiarities. 
{e)  Soil. 

( /)  Unoleanliness. 
iff)  Poverty. 

{h)  Any  other  conditions  ?    Please  mention  these  conditions. 


7 

14.  Have  you  any  evidence  showing  that  leprosy  is  peculiarly  liable  to 
make  ifself  apparent  in  certain  localities  or  dwellings  ?  If  so, 
kindly  describe  such  areas. 


1 5.  Is  there  any  evidence  showing  that  the  disease  has  any  torideticy  to 
die  out  in  certain  families  or  districts  ? 


16.  Have  you  any  evidence  going  to  show  that  a  case  ever  becomes 
arrested  oi^cured '? 

(w)  Temporarily, 


(//)  Pcininncntly.  -  Give  clinical  details  and  informati(m  as  to 

w  lici'tMbdUt.-.  of  c.:M-  ur  cases. 
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17.  Can  you  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  drugs  upon  leprosy  V 


18.  If  you  can  give  the  family  history  of  any  case  or  cases  showing  a 
hereditary  transmission,  do  so  in  detail. 


19.  Do  you  know  of  any  families  showing  a  peculiar  constitutional 
susceptibility  rendering  them  peculiarly  liable  to  the  disease  ? 
Kindly  detail  instances. 
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20.  Do  you  believe  that  leprosy  is  ever  caused  by  vaccinatiou  ? 
you  any  evidence  in  support  ? 


Ila  ve 


21.  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  tlie  chief  cause  of  the  spread  of  leprosy  in 
South  .\  frica? 


22.  The  Leprosy  Commission  would  be  glad  to  be  favoured  with  any 
views  you  may  hold  on  the  subject  of  Leprosy,  not  included  in 
your  answers  to  the  above  ;  and  would  be  especially  glad  to  hear 
of  any  instances  where  the  disease  has  spread  from  a  particular 
focus,  or  to  be  informed  of  any  case  or  group  of  cases  wliich 
require  special  investigation. 


I 
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